A preview of 1996

By SANDY PENNY
Special to the Houston Voice

(Editor’s Note: The Houston
Voice devoted its last issue, as
well as a part of this one, to
reviewing and reflecting on
the events of the past year. But
what lies in store for us in 19967
We asked Houston psychic
Sandy Penny for her projec-
tions regarding the promises
and challenges of the year ahead
for our community, city, and
world).

Overview
The coming year, 1996, will be a
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year of many debates in many are-
nas. In particular, when peo-
ple’s belief systems come into
question, the debates may heat
up. All in all, however, the open
discussion will enable more
understanding.

Sexuality

In the gay community, men will
feel less of a need to publicly
discuss their sexual orienta-
tion, while more prominent
women will openly admit their
lesbianism. Mainstream pub-
lic acceptance of homosexu-
ality and bisexuality will
increase, due to a backlash
against fundamentalist
propaganda and gay bashing.
People in general will begin to
express being more comforta-
ble with all types of alternative
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The Miss Camp America "Showgirls” entertain sellout crowd at Celebrate 96'

New Year celebration raises $45,000

(HOUSTON)—A sell-out crowd of more
than 1200 people turned out to “Cele-
brate ‘96" with the Bering Commu-
nity Service Foundation and Bayou

tional dining, drinking, dancing and
champagne toast to the new year, the
event featured casino-style gaming
and a lavish midnight breakfast. Spir-
ited entertainment included a feature
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gay paper’s
advertisers

(HOUSTON)—Several local busi-
nesses, including some that are gay
owned, have received letters from the
American Family Association of
Texas., a fundamentalist group,
attempting to pressure them into pull-
ing their advertising from an Austin-
based gay publication.

Wyatt Roberts, head of the American
Family Association of Texas, who pre-
viously has announced the names of
advertisers in the Texas Triangle on his
weekly radio show, told the Associated
Press that he is not threatening the busi-
nesses, but will continue his efforts to
inform Triangle advertisers that their
dollars are ‘“‘subsidizing the homo-
sexual agenda.”

Roberts said the AFA mailed some 50 let-
ters to advertisers in Austin and Hous-
ton on Dec. 19, giving them 10 days to
reply.

“If I walk into a business and make a pur-
chase, and that purchase is used to sup-
port a philosophy I disagree with, I
should know that,” he said.

(Continued on Page 15)
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People in generalvwill begin to
express being more comforta-
ble with all types of alternative
lifestyles, as dissatisfac-
tion with the social system
increases. A move toward more
loving attitudes will be the
result.

(Continued on Page 5)

(HOUSTON)—A sell-out crowd of more
than 1200 people turned out to “Cele-
brate ‘96’ with the Bering Commu-
nity Service Foundation and Bayou
City Boys Club at their third annual New
Year's Eve fundraising gala,.

The party, which took the
Wyndham Warwick Hotel from the sky-
line penthouse to the grand ballroom,
netted over $45,000 for the Bering
In addition to the tradi-

over

Foundation.

CompuServe shutdown
blocks access to gay

newsgroups

FROM STAFF AND WIRE
REPORTS

The shutdown by Com-
puServe of worldwide sub-
scriber access to 200 eloc-
tronic forums, known as
newsgroups, has ignited a
firestorm of controversy
and refueled ongoing
debates over regulation
and/or censorship of the
Internet.

Pressured by prosecu-
tors investigating child
pornography in Ger-

-

many, the Columbus, Ohio-
based service last week
blocked access for all 4 mil-
lion of its users to 200 “sex-
ually oriented’ news-
groups on a section of the
Internet global computer
network called Usenet.

Many gay-oriented groups
fall the banned category,
even though they do not con-
tain pornography or are
not specifically or exclu-
sively sex-oriented.

(Continued on Page 4)

A A A et oy

champagne toast to the new year, the
event featured casino-style gaming
and a lavish midnight breakfast. Spir-
ited entertainment included a feature
performance by the Miss Camp Amer-
ica Showgirls, which marked the first
time in its 27-year history that the MCA
Foundation has presented a full show,
other than the annual September pag-
eant, complete with production num-
bers and solo highlights.

Offices: 811 Westheimer Suite 105, Houston, TX 77006

Phones:; Houston (713) 529-8490 Nationwide (800) 729-8490 Fax (713) 529-9531

Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Deadline: Monday noon
“«PROII V TRIT 'EM YOU SAW IT IN THE HOUSTON ¥




2 HOUSTON VOICE / JANUARY 5, 1996

LONE $TAR VIATICAL |

¢ With our committed support to AIDS s
organizations, 5% of our gross revenue will be d

Termina"q Il and c"hoosinq to sell your Life Ins
Dolicq? Allow us to help you in ol)foininq financi
freedom—the highesf cash payment in the quicLeﬁi’
possible time.

Qur services are free and confidential with no obli

DIQDSE CC]” or come IDI.J1I

Roy,

You're so fine
at thirty-nine.
But; Oh! Lordy!
Lordy! your
gonna be forty,
1-8-96.

Love always,
Mother, Family
and Friends

Roy Glen Rainwater

Fxoerience GOD'S .

If you would like an event listed in this
section, please feel free to call me at
529-8490 or fax the facts to me at 529-
9531k

Friday, Jan. 5

* Borders Book Store Gay/Lesbian
Book Club meets at the Espresso Bar at
9634 Westheimer. Call 782-6066.

* HIV Art classes at the Art League. Call
523-8817

* HATCH meets. Call 942-7002.

* 12 step program at Montrose Coun-
seling Center. 6:00 p.m. Call 529-
0037.

* Aftercare Group Treatment at Mon-
trose Counseling Center. 6:00 p.m.
Call 529-0037.

* Houston Tennis Club meets at 7:30
p.m. Call 868-5039.

* Free Buffet at the Brazos River Bot-
tom. 4:00 p.m.

* “HIV+ Class Five Year Retrospec-
tive’ exhibition opens at the Art
League of Houston. Call 523-9530.

Saturday, Jan. 6

* Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club
rides. Call 863-1860.

* After Hours on KPFT 12:00 a.m. to 3:00
a.m, 90.1 FM. Call 526-5738.

* “ARTgirls of the West” opens at the
Firehouse Gallery. 7:00 p.m. Call 520-
7840.

* Houston Wrestling Club practices
at 1:00 p.m. Call 453-7406.

Sunday, Jan. 7

* Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club
meets. Call 863-1860.

* Front Runners meet at 9:00 a.m. at the
Tennis Center in Memorial Park. Call
522-8021.

|

their care givers at Montrose Coun-
seling Center. 6:30 p.m. Call 529-
0037.-

* Men’s HIV Group at Montrose Coun-
seling Center. 7:00 p.m. Call 529-
0037.

* Exxon Association of Gay and Les-

bian Employees meet at 7:00 p.m. Call
916-8110.

Tuesday, Jan. 9

* Front Runners meet at Memorial
Park. 6:30 p.m. Call 522-8021.
* Helping Cross Dressers Anony-

mous meets at 239 Westheimer. 8:00
p.m. Call 495-8009.

* Basic Computer Skills Class at the
Kolbe Project. Call 522-8182.

* Southern Country gives dance les-
son at the Ranch. 9200 Buffalo Speed-
way. 8:00 p.m.

* Gay Men HIV+ Psychotherapy at
Montrose Counseling Center. 4:30
p.m. Call 529-0037.

* Qutpatient Group Treatment at
Montrose Counseling Center. 6:00
p.m. Call 529-0037. :

* Aftercare Group Treatment at Mon-
trose Counseling Center. 6:00 p.m.
Call 529-0037.

* Bereaved Partners/Spouses at Mon-
trose Counseling Center. 6:15 p.m.
Call 529-0037.

* AIDS Alliance of the Bay Area meets at
7:00 p.m. Call 488-4492.

* PROTECT support group meets at
7:00 p.m. Call 520-7870.

* Women Survivors of Childhood
Abuse at Montrose Counseling Cen-
ter, 6:30 p.m. Call 529-0037.

* Free Dance Lessons at the Brazos
River Bottom. 9:30 p.m. Call 528-9192.

* Live Jazz at Borders Book Shop. Call
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Signed for Hearing Impaired
Handicap Accessible
Nursery Available
Tuesday Night. . .6:30 PM
"Empowerment for Living"
HIV Support Group
Wednesday Worship. . .7 PM
"Spiritual Uplift"
Bible Study, *Abundant Life"- 7:30 PM
Lecture Series

1919 Decatur
Houston, TX 77007
(Washington @ White. . .between

Studemont & Houston Ave.)
http:!;‘www.neosoft,com-"*mccr!mccr.hmﬂ]

sunaay, Jart. s
* Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club
meets. Call 863-1860.

* Front Runners meet at 9:00 a.m. at the
Tennis Center in Memerial Park. Call

522-8021.

* HATCH meets. Call 942-7002.

* Inner Loop Sunday Bowling League.
Call 522-9612.

* Out in Ft. Bend meets. Call 344-0638.

* Brunch at the 611 12:30 p.m. $3

* Steak Night at the Brazos River Bot-
tom, 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

* Pool Tournament at Chances. 6:00
p.m.

* Houston Tennis Club meets at noon.
Call 868-5039.

* The Women's Group meets at 10:45
a.m. Call 529-8571,

* P-FLAG meets at 2:00 p.m. Call 867-
9020.

Monday, Jan.8

* AFH Creative Writing Class. 3:00
p.m. Call 623-6796.

* Gay Fathers/Fathers First support
group. 8:00 p.m. Call 861-6181.

* HeartSong open rehearsal at the Com-
munity Room in Sharpstown Center.
7:00 p.m. Call 526-9095.

* Calendar/Computer workshop for
Pride Week. 7:00 p.m. Call 529-1223.

* Agora meets at 7:30 p.m. Call 623-
6796.

* Positive Living Group at Montrose
Counseling Center. 2:15 p.m. Call
539-0037.

* OQOutpatient Group Treatment at
Montrose Counseling Center. 6:00
p.m. Call 529-0037.

_* Women and HIV/AIDS Group at Mon-
trose Counseling Center. 6:15 p.m.
Call 529-0037.

* Men Survivors of Sexual Abuse
Group at Montrose Counseling Cen-
ter. 6:15 p.m. Call 529-0037.

* Lesbian Survivors of Cancer and

* Women Survivors of Childhood
Abuse at Montrose Counseling Cen-
ter. 6:30 p.m. Call 529-0037.

* Free Dance Lessons at the Brazos
River Bottom. 9:30 p.m. Call 528-9192.

* Live Jazz at Borders Book Shop. Call
782-6066.

* Houston Gay and Lesbian Parents
support group meets. Call 666-8260.

* Nutrition workshop at 7:00 p.m. Call
524-2374.

* AIDS Equity League meets at noon.
Call 871-0092.

Wednesday, Jan. 10

* Shiela Lennon performs at
Chances. 9:00 p.m. Call 523-7217.

* Houston Pride Band practices at
Dignity Houston. Call 524-0218.

* GLOBAL meets at 4:00 p.m. Call 743-
7539

* Toopee’s Coffee Bar has “Activity
Night” with a complimentary buffet.
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Call 522-7662.

* HIV survivor Support Group meets
at 2929 Unity Drive. 7:00 p.m. Call 782-
4050.

* Men’s Network at Montrose Coun-
seling Center. 7:00 p.m. Call 529-
0037.

* Houston Tennis Club meets at 7:30
p.m. Call 868-5039.

* Lambda Rollerskating Club skates at
8:00 p.m. Call 933-5818.

* Women’'s Network at Montrose
Counseling Center. 7:00 p.m. Call
529-0037.

* Ongoing Mixed Living in Process
Group for men and women. Call 622-7250
for more info.

* Living with Chronic Pain at Mon-
trose Counseling Center. 9:30 p.m.
Call 529-0037.

* Aftercare Group Treatment at Mon-
trose Counseling Center. 6:00 p.m.
Call 529-0037.

(Continued on Page 6)
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Queer Comeback

Queer Nation, the activist group, is
reorganizing. Local lesbian and
gay activists have called a start-up
meeting, after three years of
absence, for Monday, Jan. 8, at 7:30
p.m. in the Montrose Library, near
the corner of Richmond on Montrose
Blvd.

Queer Nation is a diverse group of
individuals of all races, genders,
and sexualities who are committed
to ending homophobia and
heterosexism. Queer Nation will use
direct action and other tactics to
fight the rising tide of right-wing and
Christian fundamentalist attacks
against lesbians, gays bisexuals,
and transgendered people.

For more information, please leave
a voice mail message at 973-4563.

HGLP Support Group

The January Support Group meet-
ing of the Houston Gay and Lesbian
Parents group will be held Tuesday,
Jan. 9 from 7 until 8:30 p.m. in the
MCCR Library (1919 Decatur).

The HGLP Support Group meets the
2nd Tuesday of each month and
focuses on topics such as: coming out
to your kids; divorce:, visitation;
and step-parenting. The group is
open to all interested individuals,

Other meetings planned at the MCCR
include the youth support group JFU
(Just For Us) Jan. 20 and Family
Activity Feb. 11. For more informa-
tion please telephone 666-8260.

| PWA Volunteers Aid
Thomas St. Re-Opening

Members of the People with AIDS
(PWA) Coalition’s Volunteer

Program at Thomas Street Clinic will
conduct tours during the grand re-
opening of the clinic Jan. 12. The
tours will take place during an open
house from 3 until 7:00 p.m. at the Har-
ris County Hospital District facil-
ity located at 2015 Thomas Street.

The Coalition’s Volunteer Pro-
gram at Thomas Street began in early
1993 with assistance and funding
from DIFFA and later from the Texas
Department of Health State Services
grants. It has been hailed as a model for
volunteer programs across the
United States. Members of the vol-
unteer program—which is 90%
staffed with persons who are patients
at the clinic and/or clients of the PWA
Coalition—log approximately
16,000 volunteer hours each year.

Future Activities

The Rainbow Ranglers Dance Club
will host professional dance
instruction; an estate planning
seminar; and a “‘Plurality of
Religions in Society™ are all sched-
uled for Jan. 20 while there is a pot-
luck dinner planned for the Houston
Professional Men's Association
Jan. 21.

More details will be included next
week.

Sunday - Thursday
$49.50 .ax per night for 2
Weekend Special
2 nights - 2 people $125.1ux

Suites Available Up to 4 people

Coming Soou at the Uher Deck:
Crews Quarters Bar
Ist Gay Bar on South Padre Island!

120 E. Atol Street
P.O. Box 230
South Padre Island, Texas 78597
(210) 761-5953
FAX (210) 761-4288
We accept Visa/MasterCard
Write or call for a brochure.
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ALL BILLS
PAID!

MONTROSE AREA
1419 Hyde Park

$100 OFF MOVE-IN
With This Ad

Efficiencies
$350

Cable Available
Close to Bus Line

(713) 524-9660
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DiverseWorks,

Society for the Performing Arts,
University of Houston Dance Division,
and the National F mance Network
Present :

THEP
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A fascinating, highly theatrical exploration
of the dreaming state,this performance
ranges in tone between striking ethereal

beauty and intensely physical movement.

Threaded through Sleep are women's
cultural rituals; childhood, adolescence,
communion/bas mitzvah, maturity,
marriage, aging, and death.

Fri & Sat,
January 12 & 13,
1996 8pm

University of Houston's Lyndall Finley
Wortham Theatre Free Parking

Tickers: $15, Stuents: $7,
DiverseWorks Memeers: $10

Call 228-0914

NATIONAL MCAMERICARTSALLIANCE
ENDOWMENT
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Warm Fuzzies From
Toy Drive

FROM DEAN WALRADT
Secretary, NLA:Houston

National Leather Associa-
tion:Houston would like to
announce that its Fifth Annual
Toy Drive for Kids with HIV/
AIDS, benefiting Commu-
nity Visions Inc., was a
resounding success. Over
1500 toys and stuffed animals
were delivered to the child-
ren and families receiving
services from Community
Visions. Toys were picked up
Dec. 21 by NLA:Houston
members Mike (president),
Orlin, Neil and Dean and
delivered to Community
Visions’ Pamela and Rachel
on Dec. 22—just in time for
Christmas delivery to the
organization’s clients.

Pamela and Rachel of Community Visions,
foreground, and Mike Geinzer, president of
NLA:Houston, pose with some of the toys col-

On Tuesday, after Christ- | lected in NLA's fifth annual toy drive

mas, money collection jars
were picked up, with a little over $200
collected. The $200 will be added to
the $500 raised at Imperial Court
Emperor XII Candidate Jim Hal-
bert’s “Boys and Their Toys” show,
held Dec. 9 at the Venture-N. The
money will go into Community
Visions’ emergency fund for cli-
ents, and all use will be reported to
NLA:Houston and the Imperial
Court.

NLA:Houston would like to thank
all those who contributed, and the
businesses that collected, for mak-

drives yet! Thanks go to Venture-N
(NLA:H’s home bar), Jo's Outpost,
Gentry, E/J’s, Briar Patch, Bac-
chus II, Leather by Boots, Leather
Forever, Basic Brothers, Mary’s,
Pacific Street and Hyde Park Galler-
ies. Very special thanks to Jim Hal-
bert and the Royal, Sovereign and
Imperial Court of the Single Star and
to the Emperor and Empress XII Can-
didates for their support of this wor-
thy cause. Also, special recogni-
tion to Neil and Jeff, NLA:Houston

members who contributed time and
s tlewms tn this vear’s efforts.

(713) 524-9660 I R I

Great Rooms
in the
Neighborhood

All-Gay Guesthouse

$39 to $79 a night

LOWER WEEKLY & MONTHLY RATES AVAILABLE

Queen Bed, TV, VCR, Private & Shared Baths,
Free Laundry, Breakfast, Maid Service

Montrose Inn

408 AVONDALE
520-0206
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Debate rekindled over Internet access, censorship

(Continued from Page 1)

Some angry German users said on the
service's in-house message forums
that they planned to cancel their sub-
scriptions and seek direct, uncen-
sored Internet access. i

“Of course there are some things on
Usenet that are illegal and immoral,
but to therefore censor an entire area
goes a bit too far,” said one sub-
scriber, who said he was starting a
petition drive.

Edelmann said two CompuServe

forum leaders protested over what
they considered an arbitrary deci-

sion and asked that certain news-
groups—particularly gay-ori-
ented ones—be reinstated.

The move, announced last Thurs-
day, is the most drastic action taken to
date to limit public access to the
Internet. It raised fears among
cyberspace enthusiasts that gov-
ernments are getting serious about
regulating the electronic global

village.

Angry users, posting complaints on

Friday, likened CompuServe’s
action to “using a cannon to kill a
sparrow.” :

“Do we abolish automobile traf-
fic because of a few speeders?” com-
plained one incensed user in a posting
to the on-line service's German—
language Internet forum.

Ironically, child pornography is
the only pornography illegal in
Germany, which is far more sexu-
ally permissive than the United
States. Soft-core porn is standard
fare on late-night television in Ger-

many. But CompuServe's German
headquarters is in the country’s
most conservative state, where

police tend to be zealous about fight-
ing child exploitation.

& Ot‘:u'uwc{wa;&wm:sm@w

Observers expect Idaho lawmakers will
dodge gay rights controversy |

BOISE, Idaho, Wednesday, Dec. 27
(AP)—Idaho legislators will likely
try to avoid divisive gay rights and

abortion debates in 1996, focusing
instead on balanced budgets and edu-
cation spending, political observ-

ers predict.

The state has one of the most conserva-
tive legislatures in the nation, with
four Republicans for every Demo-
crat. But social philosophy is likely to
give way to economic practicality.

“Abortion, gay rights, prayer in
school, flag burning—they often get put
on the back burner because more press-
ing legal and financial matters have to
be dealt with,” said Steve Shaw, North-
west Nazarene College political
science professor.

He predicts lawmakers will focus on

Idaho residents who educate their
children outside the public school
system.

The contract’s points clo not call for
restrictions on abortion or gay rights.

They are aimed at bolstering the tra-

ditional family-—and encouraging
alternatives to abortion—through
tax breaks and legal reform.

Sherry Brown, executive director of
the Idaho Christian Coalition, said
her group drafted its contract after ask-
ing “what kinds of positive steps can
we begin to take that would be helpful to
families that are in difficult situa-
tions.”

Dennis Mansfield, executive direc-
tor of the Idaho Family Forum, said the
Legislature is sidestepping con-
flict ;

It wants to strengthen strictures on
late-term abortions, limit gay rights,
provide tax incentives to families
who send their children to private or
home schools, and expand the state’s
right to work law to educators.

The Legislature has not always shied
away from controversy.

The Republican-dominated body
passed abortion restrictions in March
1990, only to see the measure vetoed by
then-Gov. Cecil Andrus. Months later,
several anti-abortion legislators
were defeated.

State Rep. Kathleen Gurnsey. R-
Boise, said lawmakers learned from the
1990 experience.

“It’'s a no-win issue,” she said. “Eve-
rybody has their own opinion and
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ing Eegal and fmanc:al matters have to
\ pe dealt with,” said Steve Shaw, North-
west Nazarene College political
science professor.

He predicts lawmakers will focus on
“mundane pragmatic issues ... where
are the dollars going to come from and
where are they going to go.”

That will not stop some groups from try-
ing to change the focus.

The Idaho Christian Coalition will
propose a package of 10 reforms that it
calls its “Contract with the Idaho Fam-
ily.”

It calls for lowering taxes for married
couples and offering tax breaks for

[“families that are in difficult situa-
tions.”

Dennis Mansfield, executive direc-
tor of the Idaho Family Forum, said the
Legislature is sidestepping con-
flict. .

“We’'ve got a very, very, practical,
pragmatic Legislature and they view
potholes -and roads and textbooks for
kids as primarily important” instead
of social issues, he said.

But Mansfield said lawmakers should
not ignore abortion and gay rights.

“If they don’t address them, there’s

going to be some folks who do,” he said,
referring to the Idaho Citizens Alli-

ance’s initiative campaigns.

State Rep. Kathleen Gurnsey, R-
Boise, said lawmakers learned from the
1990 experience.

“It’s a no-win issue,” she said. “Eve-
rybody has their own opinion and
you're not going to change anybody’s
opinion” with legislation.

Republicans Gov. Phil Batt, House
Speaker Michael Simpson, and Senate
President Pro Tem Jerry Twiggs will
likely head off debate on abortion and
gay rights.

Any legislators who try to raise the
issues: would likely be “shot out of the
saddle,” Idaho Citizens Alliance
Chairperson Kelly Walton said.

lowa man to fight discharge from marine reserves

MUSCATINE, Iowa, Thursday, Dec.
28 (AP)—A Muscatine man has learned
he will be discharged from the U.S.
Marine Corps Reserves for violating
the federal “don’t ask, don’t tell”
policy about homosexuality.

Marine Cpl. Kevin Blaesing said he
will challenge the constitutional-
ity of the discharge.

“I am going to fight this, as long as my
money holds out,” he said Wednesday
from his mother’s home in Muscatine.
“I took an oath to defend the Constitu-
tion from foreign and domestic ene-
mies, and that is what I intend to do. This
is an unconstitutional policy. I con-
sider it a domestic enemy.”

Blaesing was told by his lawyer Wed-
nesday that the Marine Corps investi-
gation into his alleged homosexual
conduct was complete, and he was
being processed for discharge.

Blaesing won’t say whether he is gay.
However, he will show a videotape of
himself at a Gay and Lesbian Pride
March in Columbia, $.C., where he said
he was “a proud, gay man.”

The discharge decision is the latest
chapter in Blaesing’s career as an
active-duty and reserve Marine.

According to documents, Blaes-

Corps were stellar. Several officers
who testified at a May 1994 hearing to
discharge him from active duty gave
him high praise, including retired Lt.
Col. Ronald L. Rueger, former com-
manding officer for the Naval Weap-
ons Station near Charleston, S.C.

Blaesing’s struggle began while he
was on active duty at the Naval Weapons
Station and had questions about
whether he might be gay. On Sept. 20,
1993, he visited naval psychologist
Christine Bachmann and asked her
what it meant to be gay.

Bachmann testified she did not know
what Blaesing’s sexual orienta-
tion was. However, she was obliged
under military rules to report what in
civilian life would have been confi-
dential information.

Blaesing, who was promoted to the
rank of corporal, said he was later
harassed and badgered into making a
statement about homosexuality
and into seeking a discharge.

A three-member board voted 2-1 in
May 1994 to discharge him, but the rec-
ommendation was later overturned
by a general.

When his re-enlistment came due in

Sept. 1994, he was given the lowest

manding officer. His re-enlistment
was first denied due to lack of jobs. After
a review, the Marines offered a one-
year contract to “prove himself.”

Blaesing left active duty but stayed in
the Charleston area, serving in a
Marine reserve unit. In August. he
returned to Muscatine and asked to be
transferred to a reserve unit based in
Des Moines.

A Marine officer then began investi-
gating Blaesing’s conduct as a
reservist.

Blaesing vows that his military
career is not over. He said that if a mili-
tary administration board upholds
the discharge, he will file a civil law-
suit in federal court against the U.S.
Department of Defense. He said he is
prepared to take his case all the way to
the Supreme Court.

Blaesing said officials have not yet
given him the full details of the investi-
gation,

Marine Staff Sgt. Philip Haring said
the discharge hearing has not yet been

scheduled. *““We’re directing any
inquiries to Cpl. Blaesing or his
attorney,” he said. “Releasing any

details would be violating his pri-
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Some hopeful projections for the year to come

(Continued from Page 1)
AIDS

A new hospital, devoted solely to
researching and finding a cure for
AIDS,. will be built, either in the Wash-
ington D.C. or Houston area. It will be
funded by a foundation set up by a
prominent wealthy man who is HIV
positive. It will incorporate many
experimental practices and drugs
being tested on volunteers.

Economics

As the push toward using more plastic
OVEer paper money increases, bar-
tering systems and personal bar-
tering agreements will increase.

Communications

There will be a big cooperative push
between the computer companies
and Internet servers to get the masses
on-line. After a short period of
increased prices for Internet serv-
ices, increased demand and new avail-
ability will again drop the monthly
rates and on-line time charges. Com-
puter companies will begin offering
lower computer prices with Internet
packages included and free internet
training. The Internet servers will
essentially begin a price war after new
sattelite availability is launched.
This will benefit the world through

increased personal communica-
tion among people of all nations
resulting in greater understanding
that all people are the same every-
where.

Peace

There will be a large movement among
women, particu-
larly mothers, for
world peace. The
Bosnian women
will begin to unite
from both sides to
demand peace
initiatives. This
expands to include
women of all cul-
tures and belief
systems desir-
ing harmony and
safe living envi-
ronments.

Nuclear
Testing

The Anti-nuclear testing movement
will have significant press time due
to the effects the French testing under
water is having on the oceans. Pres-
sure from people on all the govern-
ments, especially the US, will
increase. This will be followed by the
introduction of a different type of
nuclear power which does not create

fallout. Many initiatives to ‘“ban the
bomb™ will grow out of the data that
shows the negative environmental
effects this testing is having around
the world.

Community

A strong grass-roots movement in the
U.S. toward a return
to community
awareness will take
hold. People who
are tired of living in
fear, violence and
isolation will
begin to form groups
to help clean up the
neighborhoods.
People will begin to
focus again on a more
generous and lov-
ing way of helping
people around
them. A program
will be established
promoting fami-
lies taking in the homeless to help
them get back on their feet. Some young
movie stars will head up a movement for
this purpose. They will travel around
promoting community commit-
ment. This return to community will
cause a drop in drug use through users’
feeling that someone cares enough to
help them. It will be the beginning of
people returning to depending on

people instead of the government.
Crime

Efforts this year will increase to get
non-violent criminals out of prison.
More job training will be available
for young prisoners. Several coop-
eratives between prisons and busi-
ness will be instituted, especially in
the computer industry, :

Alrernatfves
lence

This year, many programs will be
introduced into prisons and schools
to teach self-esteem building and
alternatives to violence tech-
niques. The Quaker church will be rec-
ognized for its ongoing efforts to
teach these techniques, and its prac-
tices will be converted into main-
siream usage.

(Sandy Penny has lived in Houston
since 1969. She has been working as a
psychic since 1978. She helps people
understand their emotional and spir-
itual selves and bring their life into
balance through her intuitive
insights and integration tech-
niques. This year she has traveled the
world working with earth healing and
creating positive future visions.
She can be reached for private
appointments by calling 526-5359 or
338-4739).
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Colorado gay and lesbian communlty center | Community
could close Calendar B
: Housto),
DENVER, Thursday, Dec. 28 service agency. The 15-member | cized their own community in the : New |
(AP)—A lack of interest and fund- | Poard has been whittled to only | past for being more interested in (Sontinied Jiois Rage &) John §
ing could be the death knell for the | four, say volunteers at the center. | social functions than in fighting | Wednesday, Jan. 10 cesil
Gay and Lesbian Community Cen- Intense focus on fighting the | for political power and gay rights : ' j S
ter of Colorado, which has been the | state’s anti-gay rights Amendment | issues. T otien s JesHes P.rocess Group at e
heart of Denver's gay community | 2 may have compounded problems B i1« Montrgee <& oht seling of SHtor: g s
) ; : ut Nash said, “Some of us are now | 6:30 p.m. Call 529-0037. found
for 19 years. by dlvef‘tlng donations from the checking back in to see how we can s S e WAC acclair
“There’s a clear possibility the | community center, some say. help. omen‘s FHan Coslibon ) triump
: i X : meets at 7:00 p.m. Call 867-9581. P
center will close,” said Peter Phil Nash, who was the agency’s 41 chink the: sithation is seriou : ; Y simila
Gross, who has been a regular vol- | first executive director, has been , : S .S 250 ¥ Lesbiam’Blsexua.l SBEIYQTS At L_ed "
unteer at the center on East Colfax | asked to help save the center, which Lm,not g3 o mpnionze b But"I Montrose Counseling Center. tional
Avenne. had a budget of about $150,000 this on’t think the center will close. 6:30 p.m. Call 529-0037, ierry 1
“It would be astonishing for a gay | Y®ar but is thousands of dollars in N cofler s 'a sog l scoiee * BN r AL et Aomn'ee.:it
community the size of Denver not | debt. agency for gays in metro Denver, | p.m. Call 861-9149. ; way St
to have a community center. It He says community members have rugning an anti-violence: hotline, * Mindipedy Coflieetion Wo slam p
would say something. And it may say | depended on grant money, rather | @ YOuth services program and an shop.at 7:00 p.m. Calli623-6796, One
some.:thing accurately. Our com- | than community donations to run | CMEIgency financial support f‘et' Thursday, Jan. 11 mu’-s'ic_a‘
munity may be more entertain- | the agency. In addition, fewer and | Work. The center also organizes the 193
ment-oriented than activist.” fewer people are willing to be on the | the annual pride parade in Denver. * Montrose Ice Picks skate at the Gal- were [
Mounting debt and defections | Poard of directors and take an active The only other agency providing leria. 8:00 P.M. Call 629-1432. now-d
from the center’s board of direc- | role, he said. direct services to gays is the Colo- * Broadway Showtunes at J.R’s. Wele
tors and staff have crippled the gay Some Denver gays have criti- | rado AIDS Project. 9:00 p.m. Call 521-2519. ?::Q;]
* Art Classes at The Art League. 1:00 Al
P.M. Call 523-8817 by Gel
2 * Front Runners meet at Memorial lop, a
Saturda ]a"uar 6th Park. 6:30 p.m. Call 522-8021. Broad!
y’ y * Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston open Gotta
rehearsal at 7:00 p.m. Call 521-7464. L'ﬂ'la'.‘
]0’" us at the pat’o Bar as * Twentysomething meets at 7:30 Take
p.m. Call 531-9396.
* KPFT Lesbian and Gay Voices airs
at 9:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Call 866-
6505.
* Burger and Chili night at the Bra-
' g zos River Bottom. 6:30 p.m. to 9:00
Guest Bartends starting 9:30 pm til o :
' 4 * : ‘ ‘ " * Steak Night at the 611 Pub. 6:30 p.m.
¥ ‘ £ e 2 ‘ * Dance lessons at the Brazos River
Bottom. 9:30 p.m. Free. Call 880-
....... Sun En EEm mAwN B A RANEN A PN =Pl U . N&TN




SUNDAY, JANUARY 7th

Annual
Texas lenegades

CUMBO COOK=0rFr
Judging at 5:00 pm
Show at 7:00 pm
benefiting The Colt 45's
Til Thacker Memorial Fund
Miss BRB - January 14th §
Mister BRB - January 21st

Contest Time 7:00 pm
Applications available at the bar.

R T e
- Dance Lessons
Tuesday 9:30 - 11:30 pm * Thursday 9:00 - 11:00 pm

BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM
2400 BRAZOS HOUSTON (713) 528-9192

T Steak Nigntat e ol Pubs 630 pUms

* Dance lessons at the Brazos River
Bottom. 9:30 p.m. Free. Call 880-
0670.

* Safer Sex for Lesbians at Ms. B’s
9:30 p.m. Call 666-3464.

* Ongoing gay men's Living in Proc-

| ess Group. Call 622-7250.

* Open Mike Night at Cafe Artiste.
1601 W. Main. 8:00 p.m. Call 528-
3704.

* HIV+ Men Psychotherapy at
Montrose Counseling Center.
1:15 p.m. Call 529-0037.

* Relapse Prevention at Montrose
Counseling Center. 2:00 p.m. Call

| 529-0037.

* Qutpatient Group Treatment at
Montrose Counseling Center.
6:00 p.m. Call 529-0037.

* Aftercare Group Treatment at
Montrose Counseling Center.
6:00 p.m. Call 529-0037.

* Meditation and Chanting Group
meets at 7:00 p.m. Call 942-0923,

* HIV Affected at CASA. 7:00 p.m.
Call 796-2272.

* Men’s Therapy Group at Montrose
Counseling Center. 7:00 p.m. Call

1 529-0037.

* Film festival at the Museum of Fine
Arts starts. Call 639-7300.

* Back to Basics panel discussion at
7:00 p.m. Call 524-2374.
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Clinton Veto

President Clinton vetoed the $265
billion defense appropriations bill
last week, citing, among other objec-
tions, provisions that would ban
abortions at overseas military hos-
pitals and expel service members
who test positive for the AIDS virus.
The HIV amendment had been hotly
protested by critics, who argued that
the measure was unfair and discrimi-
natory, as it denies medical bene-
fits to those with the virus. The mili-

“tary does not deny benefits to those

individuals who are discharged for
other ailments, such as cancer and
heart disease. Another contentious
issue in the bill is the congressional
support for increased production of
the B-2 bombers, which Clinton is
hesitant to endorse; however, he did
not mention the extra $493 million
cost for increased production as a
reason for vetoing the bill. At issue is
the 25,000 California jobs that
depend on B-2 work. Since Califor-
nia is a key state, rich in electoral
votes, Clinton must walk a fine line.
Most analysts agree that both sides
will reach a path toward compromise
for the 1996 defense authorization
bill.

Deneuve vs. Namesake

Deneuve magazine has succumbed
to litigatory pressure and changed its
name to Curve as a result of a lawsuit
filed by French actress Catherine
Deneuve. Ms. Deneuve was upset that
the lesbian magazine used her sur-

Successful Victory Fund candi-
date Rep. Gerry Studds (D-MA)
intoned that “running for office as an
openly lesbian or gay candidate is
one of the greatest things you can do for
your country, your community and
your own self—respect.”” Studds
believes that as more openly gay can-
didates run and win offices, the after-
math will provide our nation to “free
itself from the grip of its last socially
acceptable prejudice.” The Vic-
tory Fund’s sole mission is to increase
the number of qualified openly gay
and lesbian public officials. Vic-
tory Fund is the nations 15th largest
non-connected political action

committee and to date has contrib-
uted more than $1.3 million to cam-
paign coffers. If interested, contact
Kathleen DeBold at (202) 842-8679.

Flatulent Dangers

This is not a joke. A'startling new study
indicates that the air we breathe may be
polluted by human flatulence. The
study, researched and conducted by
the University of Stockholm, dis-
covered that workers at an insurance
office sufféred greater health dam-
age from gas passed by co-workers
than from second hand cigarette
smoke or other toxins in the air. Dr,
Olaf Johannsen, who was in charge of
the 1l-year study, says “the results
are devastating in their conse-
quences for the workplace...there is
simply no way to avoid gas passed by
others in the office.” The study was
conducted on 456 office workers for a
well-known Swedish insurance com-
nanv and found that human flatulence

jon the
DISCOUNTS

HARDBACK BOOKS 20%

PAPERBACK BOOKS 10%

Everyday, to everyone, no card required.

W LOBO's book prices are the lowest of
 any gay bookstore in the nation. '

W Lower than most of the so-called -
superstores. ' '

WV If that isn't enough, LOBO has the
friendliest service and gayest atmo-
sphere in Houston. -

512/454-5406
3204-A Guadalupe
Austin, TX 78705

713/522-5156
1424-C Westheimer
Houston, TX 77006
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filed by French aciress Catherine
Deneuve. Ms. Deneuve was upset that
the lesbian magazine used her sur-
name as its namesake and sued the mag-
azine to stop them from using the title,
Ironically, Catherine Deneuve
has paid homage to the community in
her many portrayals of bisexual and
lesbian characters throughout her
career and has been a favorite of the gay
community for years. Curve maga-
zine debuted with the January/Feb.
1996 issue with a cover story on Mar-
tina Navratilova.

Men Wed In South Africa

Venash Mooriken and Neil Millard,
who are both HIV-positive, married
each other in the country’s first cross-
racial marriage. The ceremony took
place at a Johannesburg nightclub
and was performed by a minister of
the church. The union was ceremo-
nial only, as South African law does
not recognize marriage between two
individuals of the same sex. Moor-
iken said the couple took their vows
seriously and hoped that the marriage
would serve ‘“‘as an educational pro-
gram to show people that people that
are HIV-positive can still carry on
living. ...still lead a normal life,
within limits.”

Gay and Lesbian
Candidates Sought

The Gay and Lesbian Victory Fund is
seeking qualified openly gay and
lesbian candidates who plan to run
for public office in 1996 and 1997.

conducted on 456 office workers for a
well-known Swedish insurance com-
pany and found that human flatulence
is a “‘direct cause of severe illnesses
like lung cancer, brain damage, heart
disease, respiratory problems and

.extreme allergic reactions."” Dr.

(13

Johannsen warns that “it is far worse
than secondhand cigarette smoke,
about which there is so much con-
cern.” He adds that “around certain
workers, especially those who eat
lots of onions or beans, the methane
levels are downright dangerous.”

Personality Gene
Identified

Scientist have discovered the gene
that influences personalities of
individuals with respect to their
impulsiveness, excitability and
quick temperedness. The studies,
which were reported in Nature Genet-
ics, if confirmed, would establish the
first clear link between personality
traits and a particular gene. Uni-
versity of Cincinnati psycholo-
gist Brian Gladue says that this is
“clear and present evidence con-
necting the dots between genetics,
brain chemistry and behavior,”
according to an article in USA Today.
The discovered gene apparently
tells the brain how to make a receptor
for the chemical messenger dopam-
ine. Scientist indicate that the find-
ings are impressive and could lead to a
discovery of a genetic link to neuroti-
cism, extroversion or other person-
ality traits.

TELL US HOW WE'RE DOING!
The HOUSTON VOICE is your Voice in Houston, and we value your
input and suggestions. Write us at 811 Westheimer, Suite 105, Houston
TX 77006 (Fax: 529-9531) to tell us what you like and don't like or to
share your own creative ideas. (Please indicate if your letter is for input
only, as we also receive numerous letters for publication).

THE MEN
OF OLYMPUS

THE LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN!

FRIDAY FOREPLAY

Get It Wet, Get It Hard, Get It Ready

Doors Open at 7 p.m.
NO COVER till 9 p.m.

SATURDAY, JAN G th. 9 p.m.
T i N R Rl
ontest Registration
With Special Guest Bartender

DAVID WALKEF

Mr. International DRUN R -95
No Cover For Men In Erotic Leather

SUNDAY, JAN, Tth

MR. & MS.
|OLYMPUS LEATHER
SOUTH-CENTRAL
GONTEST

THE HOTTEST
CONTESTANTS EVER!

Iin FANTASY, FETISH IMAGE
and MORE !!

Winner Will Qualify to Enter
Mr. and Ms. Olympus
Leather Gontest at Pantheon of
Leather VI in New Orleans.

EVERY NIGHT

Steamy King-Sized Men in Cages
Pumping For YourPleasure
While You Dance into Oblivion.

713/523-0213

EVERY NIGHT

$1.00 Well, $1.25 Shots, $1.75 Beer
Forget Your 1.D.? FORGET IT !
710 Pacific Street

Houston, Tx.
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SUNDAYS

Texas’ Largest Beer Bust

Come enjoy our beautiful tropical patio at Houston’s
Number One Cruise Bar with the Best Damn Sound in Town.

$1.00 DOMESTIC LONGNECKS
BEER BUST on the Patio
$2.00 Buy-In (Optional)

Each Refill is only a Quarter
for Ice Cold Miller Lite Genuine Draft.

MONTROSE MINING (COMPANY

805 Pacific - Houston . 713-529-7488

MONDAYS
POOL TOURNAMENT

Cash & Prizes for Winner & First Runner-Up

T RN N P ———

Bad Newsgroups?

In a massive capitulation to cen-
sorship, the world’s leading online
service—CompuServe, Inc.—has
suspended access to over 200 Inter-
net “newsgroups.” The new ban was
orchestrated during the last week of
19057

Though it affects all CompuServe
users around the globe, the ban was ini-
tiated at the request of just one coun-
try—Germany. According to a com-
pany spokesperson, “German gov-
ernment officials, as part of an inves-
tigation of illegal material on the
Internet, ordered CompuServe to do
what was necessary with respect to

specified newsgroups in order to |

comply with German law.”

CompuServe currently has 500,000
clients in Western Europe, and hopes
to quickly double that number. Over-
all, the company currently services
more than 4 million users in more than
140 million countries.

“Newsgroups’ are specialized
forums that allow Internet users to
read or post information on almost
any conceivable subject.

Most the newsgroups banned by Com-
puServe addressed (or simply
APPEARED to address) an erotic or
sex-related theme. The company,
however, deleted a number of les-
bian, gay and bisexual groups,
INCLUDING groups that had NO
erotic focus. CompuServe banned
newsgroups dedicated to resources
for young queers, lesbian/gay jour-
nalism, and information about com-
ing out.

confirmed that homophobia is very
much a part of the course.

In Texas, state education officials
have rejected $1.85 million in fed-
eral funds for AIDS education. The
funds were refused to protest—and
avoid—federal guidelines regard-
ing fair and accurate sex education.
Apparently, Texans place substan-
tial value on the “right” of local
school boards to teach a biased AIDS
curriculum or (in the absence of
funds) to teach NO curriculum at all.

In Michigan, the school board of
Byron Center (situated a few miles
from Grand Rapids) recently stopped
short of firing an openly-gay music
teacher. However, board members
did issue this hateful statement:
“The school board firmly believes
that homosexuality violates the
dominant moral standard of the dis-
trict’s community. Individuals
who espouse homosexuality do not
constitute proper role models as
teachers for students in this dis-
e

A similar slander was announced by
an Indiana school board. On Dec. 19,
the East Allen County School Board
adopted a resolution declaring:
“We resolve...to strongly support
and value those things which contrib-
ute to and improve the stability of
families...This is a denunciation
of activities such as drug use, pre-
marital sex, violence, or gay and
lesbian behavior or the support of
such activities.”

The East Allen school board con-
cluded that: ‘“‘homosexuality is at
odds with the area’s Christian

Ant
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Cash & Prizes for Winner & First Runner-Up
$3.50 Texas Size Doubles

Prices are as follows:
3 months at $10.00
6 months at $17.50
1 Year at $29.95

Call 529-8490 for details!

oA N g I R S O NN S A iy N e B

nalism, and information about com-
ing out.

Of course, lumping ALL lesbian,
gay, bisexual or transgender sub-
jects under the heading “‘sexually
explicit” is inaccurate as well as
defamatory. The definition of het-
erosexual lives® is never limited
ONLY to sex acts. It would still be unac-
ceptable, however, even if Com-
puServe had ‘“‘only” banned sexu-
ally explicit newsgroups.

As queer communities know, sex
negativity goes hand-in-hand with
homophobia. Prohibitions against
the SEXUAL communication of
‘““pornography’” and ‘‘obscen-
ity lead, inevitably, to pro-
hibitions against HOMOSEXUAL
communication of any kind.

Acting with very little integrity,
CompuServe has attempted to deflect
criticism by claiming the company
is at the complete mercy of German
law. A CompuServe spokesperson
explained: “CompuServe did not
select any groups or determine the
nature of the newsgroups that have
been impacted by this action.”

If one person selects the titles, but
another person strikes the match,
aren’'t BOTH guilty of book burning? A
censor who is following someone
else’s orders is STILL a censor.

#** ACTION ALERT! Demand that
CompuServe act as a mature, respon-
sible caretaker of free expression on
the Internet. Contact: Robert Mas-
sey, President, CompuServe, Inc.,
5000 Arlington Center Boulevard,
Columbus, Ohio 43220, tel. 614-457-
0802, e-mail 70006,10l@com-
puserve.com. CompuServe members
can also complain directly to cus-
tomer service, via ‘GO FEED-
BACK.”

School Daze

In regard to textbooks and other edu-
cational media, the year closed on a
discouraging note. Recent actions
in Texas, Michigan and Indiana have

cluded that: “homosexuality is at
odds with the area’'s Christian
beliefs.” So was the notion of a round
Earth, at one time.

*¥*¥* ACTION ALERT! Send instruc-
tive criticism to each of the follow-
ing: !

Mike Moses, Education Commis-
sioner, Texas Education Agency,
1701 N. Congress Avenue, Austin,
TX 78701-1494. Copy your corre-
spondence to: Letters to the Editor,
“Austin American Statesman,”’
Box 670, Austin, TX 78767, fax 512-
445-3679-

All Members, Byron Center School
Board, 2475 84th Street, SW, Byron
Center, MI 49315, tel. 616-878-
1541. Copy your correspondence
to: Letters to the Editor, “The Grand
Rapids Press,” 155 Michigan
Street, NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49502,
fax 616-459-4126. :

All Members, East Allen School
Board, 1240 US 30 East, New Haven, IN
46774, tel. 219-493-3761. Copy your
correspondence to Indiana’s

schools chief and the state's largest
newspaper. Contact: Suellen

Reed, State Superintendent of
Schools, Indiana Department of
Education, Room 229, State House,
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2798, tel.
317-232-6665, fax 312-232-9121;
““The Indianapolis Star,” 307 N.
Pennsylvania Street, Indianapo-
lis, IN 46204, fax 317-633-9423.

Resources for activists working to
reform school books .and school boards
include “Saving Our Schools from the
Religious Right: The Lake County,
Florida Story' (a publication
available from Saving Our Lake
County Schools, PO. Box 492124,
Leesburg, FL 34749) and the
recently-updated “Community
Action Kit: ‘An Information Pack to
Support Comprehensive Sexual-
ity Education’ (distributed by
SIECUS, 130 West 42nd Street, Suite
350, New York, NY 10036, tel. 212-
819-9770, fax 212-819-9776).

large, i
Just pla

Saﬂn'a‘:_‘s‘._g‘
truly in|
vative b
Corgan.
grunge r
doesn’t
iness, il
leaps you
voking |
genius t
plished
from a bé
traits.
8. All'Y
one of k.
sidering
ent, thal
ment. la
her subtl
refreshis



e . —

8 HOUSTON VOICE / JANUARY 5, 1996

SUNDAYS

Texas’ Largest Beer Bust

Come enjoy our beautiful tropical patio at Houston’s
Number One Cruise Bar with the Best Damn Sound in Town.

$1.00 DOMESTIC LONGNECKS

BEER BUST on the Patio
$2.00 Buy-In (Optional)
Each Refill is only a Quarter
for Ice Cold Miller Lite Genuine Draft.

MONTROSE MINING (COMPANY

805 Pacific - Houston - 713-529-7488

Y (ONNE
POOL TOURNAMENT

Cash & Prizes for Winner & First Runner-Up
o M TTE AT

Bad Newsgroups?

In a massive capitulation to cen-
sorship, the world’s leading online
service—CompuServe, Inc.—has
suspended access to over 200 Inter-
net ‘‘newsgroups.” The new ban was
orchestrated during the last week of
E995.

Though it affects all CompuServe
users around the globe, the ban was ini-
tiated at the request of just one coun-
try—Germany. According to a com-
pany spokesperson, “German gov-
ernment officials, as part of an inves-
tigation of illegal material on the
Internet, ordered CompuServe to do
what was necessary with respect to
specified newsgroups in order to
comply with German law.”

CompuServe currently has 500,000
clients in Western Europe, and hopes
to quickly double that number. Over-
all, the company currently services
more than 4 million users in more than
140 million countries.

“Newsgroups”™ are specialized
forums that allow Internet users to
read or post information on almost
any conceivable subject.

Most the newsgroups banned by Com-
puServe addressed (or simply
APPEARED to address) an erotic or
sex-related theme. The company,
however, deleted a number of les-
bian, gay and bisexual groups,
INCLUDING groups that had NO
erotic focus. CompuServe -banned
newsgroups dedicated to resources
for young queers, lesbian/gay jour-
nalism, and information about com-
ing out.

confirmed that homophobia 1s very
much a part of the course.

In Texas, state education officials
have rejected $1.85 million in fed-
eral funds for AIDS education. The
funds were refused to protest—and
avoid—federal guidelines regard-
ing fair and accurate sex education.
Apparently, Texans place substan-
tial value on the “right” of local
school boards to teach a biased AIDS
curriculum or (in the absence of
funds) to teach NO curriculum at all.

In Michigan, the school board of
Byron Center (situated a few miles
from Grand Rapids) recently stopped
short of firing an openly-gay music
teacher. However, board members
did issue this hateful statement:
“The school board firmly believes
that homosexuality violates the
dominant moral standard of the dis-
trict’s community. Individuals
who espouse homosexuality do not
constitute proper role models as
teachers for students in this dis-
trice.”

A similar slander was announced by
an Indiana school board. On Dec. 19,
the East Allen County School Board
adopted a resolution declaring:
“We resolve...to strongly support
and value those things which contrib-
ute to and improve the stability of
families...This is a denunciation
of activities such as drug use, pre-
marital sex, violence, or gay and
lesbian behavior or the support of
such activities.”

The East Allen school board con-
cluded that: ‘“homosexuality is at
odds with the area’'s Christian
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Cash & Prizes for Winner & First Runner-Up
$3.50 Texas Size Doubles

Prices are as follows:
3 months at $10.00

6 months at $17.50
1 Year at $29.95

Call 529-8490 for details!

T T g T~

nali;m dnd mformatmn about com-
ing out.

Of course, lumping ALL lesbian,
gay, bisexual or ftransgender sub-
jects under the heading “sexually
explicit’” is inaccurate as well as
defamatory. The definition of het-
erosexual lives is never limited
ONLY to sex acts. It would still be unac-
ceptable, however, even if Com-
puServe had “only” banned sexu-
ally explicit newsgroups.

As queer communities know, sex
negativity goes hand-in-hand with
homophobia. Prohibitions against

the SEXUAL communication of

“pornography’™ and ‘“‘obscen-

ity lead, ineyitably, to pro-
hibitions against HOMOSEXUAL
communication of any kind.

Acting with very little integrity,
CompuServe has attempted to deflect
criticism by claiming the company
is at the complete mercy of German
law. A CompuServe spokesperson
explained: ““CompuServe did not
select any groups or determine the
nature of the newsgroups that have
been impacted by this action.”

If one person selects the titles, but
another person strikes the match,
aren’t BOTH guilty of book burning? A
censor who is following someone
else’s orders is STILL a censor.

**% ACTION ALERT! Demand that
CompuServe act as a mature, respon-
sible caretaker of free expression on
the Internet. Contact: Robert Mas-
sey, President, CompuServe, Inc.,
5000 Arlington Center Boulevard,
Columbus, Ohio 43220, tel. 614-457-
0802, e-mail 70006,l10l@com-
puserve.com. CompuServe members
can also complain directly to cus-
tomer service, via ‘GO FEED-
BACK.”

School Daze

In regard to textbooks and other edu-
cational media, the year closed on a
discouraging note. Recent actions
in Texas, Michigan and Indiana have

cluded thal “homosexuality is at
odds with the area's Christian
beliefs.” So was the notion of a round
Earth, at one time.

*¥** ACTION ALERT! Send instruc-
tive criticism to each of the follow-
ing:

Mike Moses, Education Commis-
sioner, Texas Education Agency,
1701 N. Congress Avenue, Austin,
TX 78701-1494. Copy your corre-
spondence to: Letters to the Editor,
‘““Austin American Statesman,’
Box 670, Austin, TX 78767, fax 512-
445-3679.

All Members, Byron Center School
Board, 2475 84th Street, SW, Byron
Center, MI 49315, tel. 616-878-
1541. Copy your correspondence
to: Letters to the Editor, “The Grand
Rapids Press,” 155 Michigan

Street, NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49502,

fax 616-459-4126.

All Members, East Allen School
Board, 1240 US 30 East, New Haven, IN
46774, tel. 219-493-3761. Copy your
correspondence to Indiana’s

schools chief and the state’s largest
newspaper. Contact: Suellen

Reed, State Superintendent of
Schools, Indiana Department of
Education, Room 229, State House,
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2798, tel.
317-232-6665, fax 312-232-9121;
“The Indianapolis Star,”” 307 N.
Pennsylvania Street, Indianapo-
lis, IN 46204, fax 317-633-9423,

Resources for activists working to
reform school books .and school boards
include “Saving Our Schools from the
Religious Right: The Lake County,
Florida Story™ (a publication
available from Saving Our Lake
County Schools, PO. Box 492124,
Leesburg, FL 34749) and the
recently-updated “"Community
Action Kit: ‘An Information Pack to
Support Comprehensive Sexual-
ity Education’ (distributed by
SIECUS, 130 West 42nd Street, Suite
350, New York, NY 10036, tel. 212-
819-9770, fax 212-819-9776).

B R

dtrack
Khan,
Mary |
With a
ented d
not hav

albums
that 1s
lutely

6. Cl
Simon)
of the
is a co
include
there a
unrelea
delight
Angel |
she cor
A won
from a 1

7. Me
Sadnes:
truly ir
vative t
Corgan,
grunge |
doesn’t
iness, i
leaps yo
voking
genius
plished
from a b
traits.

8. All
one of k
sidering
ent, tha
ment. L
her subt
refreshi




HOUSTON VOICE / JANUARY 5, 1996 9

Rated H: The bigot’s guide to broadcasting

—

Media Watch, Con-
tinued

AFA Journal, the monthly
magazine of the virulently
homophobic American Fam-
ily Association, has begun
the new year with a bigot’s guide
to broadcasting. The Jan.
1996 issue offers readers a
homophobic accounting of
prime-time television pro-
gramming.

To indicate the “offensive-
ness’” of particular pro-
grams, the AFA has assigned
various ratings codes. These
codes include: “AC" (anti-
Christian), ““PC™ (politi-
cally correct), S (objec-
tionable sexual content),
P (profanity) and—of
course—""H” (promotes
homosexual agenda).

For example, an episode of
The Crew (FOX, Nov. 16) is
rated “S H P6.” Thus, accord-
ing to the AFA, the episode
contained objectionable
sexual content, promoted
the homosexual agenda, and
used profanity six times. A

brief content summary is also
provided, adding specific
details about the episode:
“*RuPaul is a guest star, and
dialogue is packed with homo-
sexual jokes, bondage jokes
and more.”

Of the 22 prime-time pro-
grams reviewed by the AFA, no
less than 15 are accused of
“promoting the homosex-
ual agenda.” “H’ ratings are
given to Courthouse (CBS),
The Crew (FOX), Friends
(NBC), High Society (CBS),
Homicide (NBC), Hope & Glo-
ria (NBC), Hudson Street
(ABC), Melrose Place (FOX),
The Nanny (CBS), NewsRadio
(NBC), NYPD Blue (ABC), Pur-
suit of Happiness (NBC),
Roseanne (ABC), The Single
Guy (NBC), and Sisters (NBC).
Of these series, five—The
Crew, Friends, Melrose
Place, Courthouse and NYPD
Blue -—are cited for broad-
casting MULTIPLE promo-
homo episodes.

Significantly, AFA mem-
bers are NOT encouraged to
write or call the TV networks,
but rather the companies that

purchased airtime during
“H” rated shows. These
advertisers are urged to stop
sponsoring the ‘“homosex-

ual agenda,” or risk a loss in
sales.

The effectiveness of such
threats is difficult to deter-
mine (and the subject of some
debate). Despite official
industry denials, however,
advertisers undoubtedly
wield SIGNIFICANT influ-
ence over the content of com-
mercial television. The
AFA, which reaches a large and
responsive membership,
intends to wield significant
influence over the conduct of
advertisers.

The January AFA Journal
specifically targets Abbot
Labs (Murine eye drops, Sel-
sun Blue shampoo), for adver-
tising during Courthouse
episodes that portrayed les-
bianism as ““normal” and a
lesbian as the “heroine.”
McDonald’s (fast foods) is
cited for sponsoring epi-
sodes of The Crew, which fea-
tured “Paul, the series homo-
sexual.” Procter & Gamble

CHURCH CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FRIDAY - 1/5

* CODA meets at MCCR at 7:00 p.m. Call

861-9149,

* "Your Sacred Self" - study group using the
best seller by Wayne Dyer. COME learn more

about your sacred self, sacred sisters &

brothers, & the sacred, loving Creator God

who made it so. Kingdom Community

* MCCR Handbell Choir Rehersal at 7:00

p.m., 1919 Decatur. Call 861-9149.

* Sex Addicts Anononymous Support Group.
Meets at MCCR. 7:00 p.m. Call 861-9149.

TUESDAY -1/9
* MCCR: CODA Support group meets at
T7:00 p.m., Empowerment for Living support

. Couples

713 51014

(Tide, Spic & Span. Pringles)
1s also listed, for purchasing
airtime during episodes of
Friends in which there were
“numerous homosexual and
condom’ references and
“God’s name is used in vain
about once every 2.5 min-
utes.”” The AFA targets
Volkswagen (Audi, Volks-
wagen cars), for sponsoring
NYPD Blue’s inclusion of a les-
bian police officer, a homo-
sexual secretary, and
“many crude scatological and
sex terms...” Finally, John-
son & Johnson (Johnson baby
products, Tylenol) is cited,
for sponsoring the ‘“‘homo-
sexual character Matt’-—
staple of the prime-time soap
opera Melrose Place .

*#*%* ACTION ALERT! Urge
companies targeted by the
AFA to resist the forces of
homophobic hate—through
the continued support of
fairness, accuracy, and
diversity in television.
Contact: Duane L. Burnham,
Chair, Abbott Laborato-
ries, 100 Abbott Park Road,
Abbott Park, IL 60064, tel.

708-937-6100, fax 708-937-
1511; Ralph §. Larsen, Chair,
Johnson & Johnson, One
Johnson & Johnson Plaza,
New Brunswick, NJ 08933, tel.

908-524-0400 or 800-635-

6789, fax 908-214-0332;
Michael R. Quinlan, Chair,
McDonald’s Corporation, 1
Kroc -Drive, Oak Brook, IL
60521, tel. 708-575-3000, fax
708-575-5512; Edwin L. Artzt,
Chair, Procter & Gamble,
PO. Box 599, Cincinnati, OH
45201, tel. 513-983-1100 or
800-435-9254, fax 513-562-
4500; Clive Warrilow, Presi-
dent, Volkswagen of Amer-
ica, PO. Box 3951, Troy, MI
48007, tel. 313-340-5000 or
800-822-8987, fax 313-340-
4930.

The “AFA Journal’ is the
product of Donald E. Wild-
mon, Executive Editor and
President, American Fam-
ily Association, P.O.
Drawer 2440, Tupelo, MS
38803, tel. 601-844-5036, fax
601-844-9176, e-mail amfam-
ily@ebicom.net, URL http://
www.gocin.com/afa/
home.htm.




about your sacred self, sacred sisters &
brothers, & the sacred, loving Creator God
who made it so. Kingdom Community
Church. 4404 Blossom. Call 862-7533.

* Catholic Mass at 10:00 a.m. Kolbe House.
1509 Fairview. Call 522-8182

SATURDAY - 1/6
* Traditional Mass at 7:30 p.m. Dignity
Church, 1307 Yale. Call 880-2872

SUNDAY -1/7

* Metropolitan Community Church of the

Resurrection (MCCR) worship services. 9:00
am. & 11:00 a.m. 1919 Decatur. Call
861-9149.

* Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan
Church Services "Looking at Relationships
from a Godly Perspective” & "Homosexuality
& the Bible/Spirituality & Sexuality
Integration” at 10:00 a.m. New Location 3400
Montrose Suite 600. Call 528-6756.

* Community Gospel Church worship
service at 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 501 E. 18th.
Call 880-9235.

* Houston Mission Church worship service at
11:00 a.m. 1505 Nevada. Call 529-8225.

* Kingdom Community Church worship
service at 11:00 a.m., Sunday School at 10:00
a.m. Call 862-7533. "The Celestine Prophecy.
“An Experiential Guide" at 10:00 a.m.

* Ecumenical Catholic Church Mass at
10:15. 1405 palm. Call 526-8095.

* Covenant Baptist Church. Worship service
- 1:30 p.m. 6610 Alder. Call 668-8830.

* Bering Memorial United Methodist Church

Worship service. 10:50 a.m. Seekers class
9:15 a.m. 1440 Harold. Call 526-1017.

MONDAY - 1/8
* Catholic Mass at 7:30 p.m. Kolbe House,
1509 Fairview. Call 522-8182

TUESDAY - 1/9
* MCCR: CODA Support group meets at
7:00 p.m., Empowerment for Living support
group & pot luck dinner at 6:00 p.m.,
Gloryland Singers at 8:00 p.m., The Gospel
Ensemble at 6:00 p.m. Call 861-9149.
* PROTECT meets at Bering Church. Call
520-7870.
* Basic Computer Skills Class at the Kolbe
Project. Call 522-8182.
* Over Eaters Anonymous support group
meets at MCCR - 6:00pm. Call 861-9149.
* Advent Scriptures for Gay/Lesbian
Christians: 7:30 pm at Kolbe House.
1509 Fairview 522-8182
* "Shepherd Group" meets at 7:30 p.m. for
Praise, Prayer & Bible study. Call Maranatha
Fellowship at 528-6756.

WEDNESDAY - 1/10
* MCCR: Bi-net Support Group meets at
7:00 p.m., Jubilation Mixed Ensemble meets
at 6:30 p.m., Midweek uplift service at 7:00
p.m., Bible Study, Lecture Series & Choir
Rehearsal 7:30 p.m. 1919 Decatur. 861-9149.
* "A Course in Miracles"- Study Group using
the book, published by the Foundation for
Inner Peace, which is aimed at removing the
blocks to our awareness of one's presence.
Kingdom Community Church 7:30 p.m.
Call 862-7533.
* Ecumenical Catholic Church Mass at 7:00
p.m. 1405 palm. Call 526-8095.
* "Shepherd Group" meets at 7:30 p.m. for
Praise, Prayer & Bible study. Call Maranatha
Fellowship at 528-6756.

THURSDAY - 1/11
* Community Gospel Church worship
service. 7:30 p.m. 501 E. 18th. Call 880-9325.
* Pot Luck Supper 7:00 p.m. Kolbe House,
1509 Fairview. Call 522-8182

( If you would like an event listed in the
Church Calendar, please call the
Houston Voice @ 529-8490

Now
Serving
Baby-
BacRk
Ribs!!

CHARLIE’S
COFTEE SKOR

Simple Food For A Complex Neighborhood!

3-NEW DAILY SPECIALS!

$5.95
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

- 11AM - 6PM
STEAKS-MEXICAN-RAST A’S-FisH
To Go & Phone Orders Welcome!
CHICKEN-SA( ADS-WAFFLES-FRIED STUFF

Serving the Montrose for over 15 years!
1100 Westheimer Houston, Texas (713) 522-3332
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DU A Coalition Warelhouse

COALITION OF NOESTON £eALITION OF HOUITOR

Dinelfe \Seis Dis|-|es
Fans Sheefs

Dpesseps Towe|s

End Tables Cotfee Tables
Lamps Pot and Pans
Silverware Wheelcl’nairs

Donors can drop o” items al =
our DHices, 3400 Monfpose, Suiie 106,
or ca” EPin Whif&, War*ehouse Coopdinafm,

%}” to arrange {or’ picL'up.

~ Phone 522-5428 or Pager/ VoiceMail 949-2412.

0y Today

by Glen Webber

SUNDAY
BRUNCH 10 am to 2 pm

Ve W e~ W o — . Sl W s, | oommnr— ¥

Cleaning Out The Clos-
ets of The Past :

I had a very nice Christmas. It was a
quiet one, which is my favorite kind.

I rode home with my good friend from
high school, Keith Chapman. Keith is
one of those very talented singers and
actors, and he is now doing what he
loves. I think that is wonderful.

We got to talking about our high school
days, and about the people we knew.
Keith was popular and had many
friends. I, on the other hand, was just
“there,” and although I knew a lot of
people, I didn't have a lot of friends.

We also talked about our 10-year high
school reunion, and that brought back
SOmMe Memories.

I remembered how optimistic I was
going into that reunion. I thought I
would have a great time. I thought I
would be surrounded by good friends. I
thought I was going to feel like “Miss
Thing.” So, you can imagine my sur-
prise when nobody talked to me. Other
than a couple of **hi’s,” I was pretty
much completely ignored. It hurt so
bad, I left that major meeting feeling
depressed and sad. I have known some of
those people since First Grade, and I
knew some of them through church as
well as school. I didn’t know why I was so
ignored.

When the 20-year reunion came up
about five years ago, I debated about
going. I didn’t want to repeat what hap-
pened back then. You know, I was car-
rying so much baggage from high
school and the 10 year reunion that [

I think I was the most insecure person
growing up. Even though I lived in a
beautiful home and had wonderful
parents, that didn’t help. I had no real
friends in high school, and no “run-
around” group. I judged myself the way
I thought others were judging me. I
hated high school. Or, maybe more
appropriately stated, I hated me.

Although college went a little bet-
ter, I was glad to get into the real world.
My goal became getting over the bag-
gage that was affected my ability to
function at my best. But how do you let
the past go? I decided that this is my life,
and I will do or be anything I want. If
someone would criticize me, I would
say, fine; if you don’t like it, get out of
my way. I also tried reading anything I
could on building self-esteem and con-
fidence in myself and my abilities.
The most important thing I could was
associate myself with successful
people and try to learn from them.

I read once where if you wanted to clear
your mind of clutter, clean out your
closets. Get rid of clothes you haven’t
worn in over a year. what about all that
junk you have been carrying around
since high school? Most of mine went to
garbage heaven.

I think the most important thing I can
say is, let it go. Let go of your insecuri-
ties: Do what you want to do. If someone
is being judgment and critical and you
did not for it, tell them to shut up and get
out of my way. Once you are in control,
you are going to be very happy. I know
many of you are still in the process of
dealing with being gay. I know many of
you are afraid to discuss it with your
family and friends. You're afraid of
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BRUNCH 10 am to 2 pm
ST IS ESeD
MONDAY
$1.00 Domestic Longnecks
8 pm - 11 pm
S ST ST =
TUESDAY
$2.00 shots of Cuervo
ALL DAY - ALL NIGHT
WEDNESDAY
HAPPY HOUR
ALL DAY - ALL NIGHT
TS TS
SATURDAY
HAPPY HOUR
7 am to 7 pm
PLUS $5.50 12 oz. T-Bones & all
the trimmings and $2.00 hamburgers
3 pm to 8 pm
ST ST =
DJ's Rob & Chris spin on

Friday & Saturday Nights &
All Day Sunday

rying so much hdgg,.ige frnm high
school and the 10 year reunion that I
decided not to go, hoping I could keep
buried a lot of stupid ideas I created in
my head.

I do believe many of us are still carry-
ing baggage around from high school
and childhood. I describe ‘“‘bag-
gage” as any preconceived ideas we
have about ourselves. They include
insecurities about our abilities,
fear of failure or success, and con-
cerns about our looks, what other peo-
ple think about us, how we dress, etc.

WModlilily Wil Uiy sdY . 1 RIIUWY lIally W1
you are afraid to discuss it with your
family and friends. You're afraid of
rejection and being judged. Well, it is
time you to live your life, and that means
accepting your sexual orientation,.
Anyone who judges you for anything
accept how you treat the world doesn’t
need to be in your life.

I hope all of you make a resolution to
get to know yourself really well.
Improve the things you like and get rid of
the things you don’t. As I said before,
you deserve the very best in life, but you
have to get it yourself.

AIDS stricken transit
worker loses award on appeal

SUNDANCE
ATTLE COMPANY]
{ HOUSTON.TEXAS] - = ©

R
T I CREL L
5 i

3 wxpjcye;fs neegjpx access
N reord;

WAPPY HOURS

Morning 7am-2pm = Afternoen Spm-9pm = Saturday 7am-7pm

PHILADELPHIA, Saturday, Dec.
30 (AP)—A federal appeals court over-
turned a $125,000 verdict awarded to a
transit worker who contended a supe-
rior violated his privacy when she
reviewed employee prescription
claims and learned he had AIDS.

The 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
directed U.S. District Judge William
H. Yohn Jr. to reverse the verdict in
favor of the Southeastern Pennsyl-
vania Transportation Authority
and Judith Pierce, the agency’s former
top administrative officer.

Yohn presided over the 1994 jury trial
that ended with the damages being
awarded to “John Doe” for mental and
emotional distress.

In the decision written by Judge Max
Rosenn, the appeals court found that an

pwsétiiﬁmh'

health- msuranc& p1an outwelghs the-

employee’s right to keep those pur-
chases confidential.

Judge Timothy K. Lewis, in a dissent-
ing opinion said he was troubled by the
rulings *“potential implications.”

“I predict that the court’s decision in
this case will make it far easier for
employers to disclose their employ-
ees’ private medical information,”
Lewis wrote, “and to escape constitu-
tional liability for harassment or
other harms suffered by their employ-
ees as a result of that disclosure.”

Doe did not contend that he suffered
any harassment. The court noted that he
continued to work for the agency and
was later promoted.

His lawyer, Clifford A. Boardman,
said Doe has since become too ill to work.

. Boardman 52id he and his client may

DRSldﬁ? Kskiﬂg, 1@ fu}f Kﬁp{cals .coun, 5

pnii"e\l to consider the case.
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Poll-Watchers May Be
Surprised In ‘96

President Clinton should take some
solace in his recent rise in the polls as a
result of the Republican’s failure to
constructively convey their posi-
tions. Clinton’s mediocre rise is
temporary, at best, and will more than
likely not last much more than three to
four months. Why? To paraphrase an
axiom, The Economy, Stupid.

The retail industry reported dismal
and sluggish holiday sales in the
month of December. Indeed, retail-
ers were in a panic in mid-December,
and if shoppers hadn’t made a mad last
minute dash to the malls of America,
they would have been in dire straits.
Consumers were waiting until the
last minute to get the best bang for their
buck, so to speak. Keep in mind, con-
sumer spending controls two-thirds
of the economy. What went wrong?
Several things.

First and foremost is that the work-
ing people of America are fully aware
that the president, in all his wisdom,
inundated them with the biggest tax
increase in history and that those
monies are due in just a few short
months. Beginning in January,
employers start issuing employees
their W-2 forms. Most individuals
start preparing their taxes and com-
pleting the necessary paperwork at
the earliest date they can. They want
to know what their refund will be or, as
im most caces how much thev nwe ocoond

points. This should send alarm bells to
President Clinton that all is not
well. How? Dole hasn’t even begun to
campaign and he is only 18 points
behind the President. That is not a
comforting lead for Clinton to bank
on. There have not been any debates,
the real issues haven’t even been dis-
cussed and Clinton’s approval rat-
ings are hovering around 50%.
Granted, that is much better than the
low forty percentile ratings he has
mustered in his first two years: how-
ever, Clinton would be remiss to rely
on such to carry him through.

By contrast, all of his recent presi-
dential predecessors had approval
ratings in the upper sixtieth per-
centile throughout their presiden-
cies, something Clinton has never
enjoyed. For the president and the
media to report his recent increase in
the polls as proof positive that the
electorate is satisfied with his per-
formance to date is premature and
nugatory. Remember, Bush, at the
same time in his presidency, had an
85% approval rating and lost. I have
said it before in my columns and it bears
repeating: you can not govern by
polls.

President Clinton’s current rise
in the polls, albeit small, can be att-
ributed to recent events where he has
come across as a leader. He stood up to
Congress with respect to sending
troops to Bosnia. He is standing up to
them now concerning the Budget. He
is looking and acting like a leader,

Steuen's fonse Wish List:

HIV/AIDS Transitional Living Home

e Linens: twin sheets & pillow cases, thermal cotton blankets, bath towels,
mats & wash clothes

e Laundry detergent & cleaning supplies, e.g. bleach, paper products

e VCR

e Lawn mower

* Hospital bed tray tables (3)

® Copier paper

e Soft drinks ' !

® A larger house with some bedrooms on the first floor

® A small house or apartment to use for office and meeting
space with room for visitors and staff

All donations are tax deductible.
For questions, or would like to volunteer, call:

(713)7522-3757

\VENTURE-N

Where Houston's friendliest crowd drinks

Where Houstn 5 HDTE bartenders serve you




to know what their refund will be or, as
in most cases, how much they owe good
old Uncle Sam. It’s no wonder con-
sumers were not spendthrifty this
holiday season, they were uncer-
tain of what their financial status
would be for the year. Consumer
uncertainty definitely abounds,
and it does not bode well for the econ-
omy.

In addition, the budget impasse isn’t
likely to increase consumer confi-
dence at any time soon. Most working
people are fully aware that if the gov-
ernment doesn’t reign in spending,
they will be the ones who will ultimat-
ely pay for their fiscal irresponsi-
bility through higher tax revenues
in one form or another, Polls to the con-
trary, most people support the idea of
a balanced budget, they just disa-
gree on how to balance it. This is where
President Clinton, in my opinion, is
making a highly miscalculated mis-
take. After all, he campaigned as the
candidate who would champion
change. Instead, he is out there
defending the status quo, and that is
not going to play well in November of
1996. I reckon he will stay the course
until the budget is passed in order to
keep his liberal base and then change
his tune during the summer when the
election cycle begins full force.

Secondly, the polls that are showing
Clinton’s popularity on the rise are
beguiling and inconclusive.
Recent polls have shown that in a head-
on race, Clinton would beat Dole (the
front-runner Republican nomi-
nee) by as much as 18-20 percentage

Another way to reach us!

You can now send your letters, news leads, and other

correspondence to the HOUSTON VOICE by e-mail.

Address to: HouVoice@aol.com.

LA T A W oA LA e o0 iy A
is looking and acting like a leader,
which he failed to do through most of his
first two years. President Clinton
could probably boost his poll num-
bers even higher if he led the right bat-
tles. Taking on the Republican
party’s serious effort at eliminat-
ing deficits and defending the sta-

tus quo may play well in the short term,

but will hurt the President come elec-
tion time. Americans vote pocket
book. It doesn’t matter what a candi-
date’s views are on abortion, homo-
sexuality, gun control, etc. If the
economy is in poor shape, voters will
send you back to the private sector,
and pronto. '

Clinton has the momentum to dem-
onstrate serious leadership skills
that could parlay into significant
gains in the polls. He could sit down

| with Newt and Dole, hammer out a bal-

anced budget agreement that would
allow both sides to look good and sign it
into law. Whether or not Clinton will
seize the- moment or revert back to his
philosophy of seesaw governance
remains to be seen. I predict he will do
the latter. As a result, I believe that the
Republican nominee will resound-

ingly beat Clinton if it is a two man con- -

test; however, if a third party candi-
date enters the race, Clinton will be re-
elected with 40% of the vote as he did in
1992. One thing is certain; 1996 will
be an interesting year politically,
and anyone who thinks that they can
predict with certainty what the out-
come will be is in for a few surprises.
Happy New Year!

Where
serves you!

1) 522-0000

PULSE ¢ VISA
MC ¢ AMEX

HOTO - ROB MILLER
ichael

HAPPY HOUR
EVERYDAY

- NOON to S5pm
$2.00 WELL/BEER/WINE

WEDNESDAY

$100 DOMESTIC LONGNECKS

ALL Day - ALL Night

POWER HOUR
MON THRU SAT
5PM - 7PM

$150 WELL/BEER/WINE
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ASK THE PASTOR

Q: "If there's only one God, why are there so many
religions?" -

A: Let's look at the definition of religion. Webster defines relig-
ion as belief in a divine or super human power or powers to be
obeyed and worshiped as the creator(s) and ruler(s) of the uni-
verse. Secondly, religion is the expression of this belief in con-
duct and ritual. Thirdly, it is any specific system of belief,
worship, conduct, etc., often involving a code of ethics and a
philosophy: as, the Christian religion, the Buddhist religion, etc.
Fourthly, religion is a state of mind or way of life expressing
Rev. Janet Parker love for and trust in God, and one's will and effort to act accord-
ing to the will of God. Fifthly. religion is any object of consci-
entious regard and pursuit.

As you can see, religion is probably an important part of everyone's life in some form or
fashion. Whether a person worships God. creation. money, a philosophy, another person,
they will worship something. When humanity was created, we were made to be in relation-
ship with our Creator God. That's how we were designed to function. When that relationship
was broken through disobedience on the part of Adam and Eve, they began to find ways to
still have "religion." That innate need and desire to worship God had to go somewhere.
Through the creative abilities of humankind sprang all of the religions of the world.

Religion is a universal phenomenon. Wherever humanity lives. they are found giving some
‘frecognition to a power or powers beyond themselves. No matter what culture, society or

level of technology, people have always practiced a form of religion. It has met the needs of

people. The practice of religion is as varied as the religions themselves. A common miscon-
ception is that all religions are basically saying the same thing or that all religious "paths"
eventually reach the same summit---God. This is simply not true. Although similar teachings
do occur in more than one religion, the differences between them are as marked as night and
day.
As the Apostle Paul traveled around the Mediterranean area he noticed something very sig-
nificant. In Acts 17:22 we read, "People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very re-
ligious. For as [ walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found
an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as some-
thing unknown | am going to proclaim to you, The God who made the world and everything
in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. And God is
not served by human hands, as if God needed anything, because God gives all people life and
breath and everything else. From one person God made every nation of people. that they
should inhabit the whole earth: and God determined the times set for them and the exact
places where they should live. God did this so that people would seek God and perhaps reach
f out for God and find God, though God is not far from each one of us. Therefore since we are

God's offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone---an

image made by humanity's design and skill. In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but

now God commands all people everywhere to repent. For God has set a day when God will
judge the world with justice by the One God has appointed. God has given proof of this to all
people by raising Christ Jesus from the dead." (stay tuned next week for closing remarks)

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ASK THE PASTOR A QUESTION,
WRITE:REV. JANET PARKER, MARANANTHA FELLOWSHIP
MCC, P.O. BOX 667032, HOUSTON, TX. 77266-7932

ELLOWSHIP
METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH

PRAISING - TEACHING
ENCOURAGING

Healing for ALL God's People

Join Maranatha Fellowship
MCC and Chadash Ministries
for a weekend of teaching and
healing.

Friday, Jan. 19th: 7:00 PM
Evening Praise and Worship
Service with Chadash

Saturday, Jan. 20th:

Various Workshops
9:30-10:30 AM
"Healing Through Praise
and Worship"

10:45-12:00 Noon

"Personality Types/Blocks
to Ministry"

1:00-2:30 PM

"Receiving God's Inner
Healing"

Saturday Evening: 7:00 PM

Healing Service with Chadash

leading us in Praise and Worship

and leading the Healing Service.

Sunday Service: 11:00 AM

Praise and Worship, Ministry of

the Word, Drama, and Personal

Ministry.

For more information contact
Rev. Janet Parker @ 528-6756

COMMUNITY
GOSPEL. CHURCH

501 E. 18th at Columbia ® Houston, Texas

“A Church Built On Love”

God Loves YOU, so Come share the
LOVING EXPERIENCE.
Serving the Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual
Community of Catholics & Friends.
Become 2 part of Dignity U.S.A.

SERVICES
Saturdays 7:30 pm
Traditional Mass

inclusive liturgy celebrated.
Call and press 4 for our
Social Events & Schedules.
Todos bienvenidos!

(Full details in 95 - 96
Gay and Lesbian Yellow Pages)

In the Heights 1307 Yale

Ste. H Phone 880-2872
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Group’s
attack on gay
publication
angers
businesses

(Continued from Page 1)

The letter sent by AFA-Texas, based
in Austin, informs the business own-
ers of the organization's practice
of broadcasting the names of Trian-
gle advertisers during its Satur-
day morning program on an Austin
radio station. Then, it asks for a
response “within 10 days if (the busi-
ness) intends to continue’ adver-
tising in the gay publication.

Accompanying the letter are
examples of Triangle content—
usually, editorial cartoons lam-
pooning religious right views—that
Roberts and his group deem objec-
tionable.

The written deadline has caused two
advertisers to pull their ads and has
made others nervous, Kay Long-
cope, editor and publisher of the
newspaper, told the Austin Ameri-
can-Statesman. Ms. Longcope said
Roberts wants her clients to fear
demonstrations in front of their
stores. Such protests by associa-
tion members hit an Austin car
dealer, which recently renewed its
advertising with the Triangle.

Other advertisers say they also wi][‘ E

N . o . ¥ |
continue their relationship with the
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A QUALITY OF LIFE ALTERNATIVE

WHEN SELLING YOUR LIFE INSURANCE POLICY

MONEY

XTEND

aga



P K vty o el s e e e R o e B e T T e SN

continue their relationship with the
three-year-old Triangle no matter
what the Family Association does.

“We regret to inform you that Tower

Mortgage Corp. will continue to
advertise in any publications the
corporation chooses,” Tony Edd-

ols, president of Tower Mortgage
Corp., wrote in a response to Roberts.

Targeting advertisers is a famil-
iar tactic for the AFA; however, the
national group has previously con-
centrated such efforts on broadcast
media (see related story, ‘“Bigot’s
guide to broadcasting,” in GLAAD
Media Watch column in this issue), In
directing its efforts against a news-
paper—and particularly, one
whose primary readership and focus
is the gay and lesbian community—

the Texas AFA chapter has broken new,

and chilling ground.

Included among the targets of Rob-
erts’ mailout were eight businesses
in Houston, including at least one
that has also advertised in the Hous-
ton Voice.

| LIFE.

As the largest and oldest Gay Owned
and Operated Viatical Company in
Houston, we simply provide the best

service and get the most money for
your LIFE INSURANCE POLICY.

[LINKED BENEFITS

@5 L @mu S

Mentrose .

§ :

Police

Crodéer

A Viatical Service Company

811 WESTIIEIMER V SUITE 208
HousToN, TEXAS 77006

Stanford

Westheimer

(800) 275-3090V (713) S28-6777
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Welcome 1996!!!!!
hottest music videos from around Wednesday,
the world tonight at Heaven.
Heaven offers 75¢ well cocktails Jan. 10
and $1.75 Red Wolf longnecks S Tanihecks afe the
from 9:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Eight- | o ofgthe day/night at
een and up are welcome! the. Venture-N, Stop
Kara Dion is searching for tal- | i for a cold one served
ent! This and every Saturday at E/ | by some of Houston’s
J's, she hunts for talent. Do you | hottest bartenders.
have an act you would like to try out The leathertien: of
on an audience? Check out this the Ripcord are roc- =
contest which begins at 11:00 p.m. | ., " G 't.lbq
The winner gets to perform in the Eonight. THe rhusic ._a:_'_(
Tuesday night super show! You | . °0 Wearesday 1‘::;‘
coulifipe g star! is old rock and roll! “Th
Who will become Mr. Hot Buns
19967 Prizes will be awarded for | 1 hursday, P
Fuzzy Buns, Baby Cakes, Papa’s | 7,5, 7] L
Choice, Bubble Butt, and Mr. Hot : Is that really Anita Mann with a riding crop in her hand? o
Buns 19967 The buns go bare at mid- | The BriarPatch has < u
night at Gentry. the biggest martinis in town! Plenty of | teed? i A
Do you like to bar hop on a Satur- | room for an olive or pearl onion! Stop in B.J. (Hangs at E/I's): Message: What ing
day night? Well, start off at the ‘| and see what I'm t.alking about! good are the keys if you don’t have a -Eth’
Santa Fe Bar and P:ati() at 9:00 p.m., Chances has §2 Cuervo shots today and | «gejler” to open the lock... signed, a ‘:s‘
Men of the Mire! then head to the Mine at ’9:_30 p.m., | every day! I just love Cuervo! key witness! .
cross the street to J.R’s Bar and The Houston Press’ “Romance Night” ' ’ S

- Grill at 10:00 p.m., and finally go to | wil| be held at J.R’s Bar and Grill tonight’ Oscar (Hangs at E/I's and BRB): I guess I the
Houston Soap Heaven at 10:30 p.m. This is the run for the | peginning at 6:00 p.m. You can get a free won’t park my car too close to your trunk! he:
By CAROLYN ROBERTS 800 Pacific block party. You can get 75¢ | personal ad, and there are door prizes Rex (Mary’s): So, you want to be like no
Soap is short again this week! I'm just now :eifkls(;(t)‘;];:;]ll:-toaﬂdHf;v:nO:l{?::;Cnloé'logv-er from Travel Heights and Floral Events. | Barbie! The bitch has everything! o
starting to recover from all the parties! | ¢ 10:30 pnf ko 11500 §-m. Other Important Stuff Yeah, 14 wedding dresses and never been :zf
Friday, Jan. 5 The 611 Hyde Park Pub has pumping : ; : magicdshe Sant keep = o J()b.’ Ang de;

: i party pleasing, male dancers tonight., This weck 8 ‘S‘:electm.ns ft e ‘I:“rench her boyfriend doesn’t have the right niz
Seven gorgeous male dancers fill the | The seduction begins at 9:00 p.m. Sua“erzarﬁ Maverick” and “The equipment! - o
bill tonight at J.R’s Bar and Grill! Com- praomas: Shaboom, Reno, Gary, and Buddy: I M
plimentary hors d’oeuvres begin at Sunday, Jan. 7 Mark your calendars for Jan. 12, 13, d d that for that long, long trip to wi
6:00 p.m. as well as the TGIF happy hour : S and 14. The women of FIST present Ms. st _[ 2 g E:trip
with Texas-sized ice cold doubles in a | Jonight at Pacific Street, a new Mr. and | Gyif Coast Leather 1996 contest, Come- San Antonipgyou packed a pogtable urh ;0;
’

. : ins. ur sca rui -

Start your weekend off right at the Ven- | e Mc and Ms. Olympus contest to be | Jan: 1 ‘Zi'h:ﬂcchff flon;?;;ﬁ e ot : D
ture-N. Power hour starts at 5:00 p.m. and | heiq at Pantheon of Leather VI in New e i EeT 0879, ; . De
well cocktails, longnecks, and wine are | grieans. This should prove to be one of o E : CW (E/J’s): My, you are handy with a

~only $1.50. This super special goes until | pe hottest contests of this year. Charlie’s has a new tasty item on their | ryler! Lots of practice? Also, if it is 2:00 1o
7:00 p.m. The Bisas Rencpades ore hosfing menu! Ba?Jy back ribs! p.m. in Houston, what time is it else ?‘T
I~r.1day.s i Hgﬁven yOyScan S.tar,t, YOUT | their annual gumbo cook-off this after- Birthday Corner where? I;e



Fridays in Heaven you can start your
weekend off with one of Houston's big-
gest dance club parties! The well cock-
tails are 75¢ all night long!

There is an 8-ball tournament tonight
at the Lazy J. This is for league members
only!

Saturday, Jan. 6

You can meet David Walker, Mr. Inter-
national Drummer ‘95 tonight at
Pacific Street. He will be guest barten-
ding at the main bar tonight starting at
9:00 p.m. Woof! Woof! Also, the men of
National Leather Association: Hous-
ton will be guest bartending on the
patio! A full night of leather tonight at
Pacific Street. Don’t forget that you can
get in free if you are attired in erotic
leather!

Scoot down to the Brazos River Bottom
tonight and have a cocktail on the patio
with the men and women of TGRA. They
will be guest bartending tonight start-
ing at 9:30 p.m.

Saturdays at Mary’s feature happy
hour from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. The
grill heats up starting at 3:00 p.m. for
steak, baker all-the-way, and a salad for a
measly $5.50. They also serve ham-
burgers for $2. Head out to the patio and
give Scotty a hard time.

DJ/V] Shawn Byrne takes you to Europe
and brings you back again playing the

e g e o by

their annual gumbo cook-off this after-
noon at the Brazos River Bottom. You
can wonder around the tables and try
many types of gumbo for only $1 per bowl.
Judging is at 5:00 p.m., followed by a
show at 7:00 p.m. This is a benefit for the
Colt 45°s Til Thacker Memorial Fund.

Mary’s, naturally, has Sunday
brunch starting at 10:00 a.m. until 2:00
p.m. Stop in for a light brunch and tasty
Bloody Marys.

Ruby Stone, candidate for
R.S.I.C.5.5. Empress XII presents
“Red Beans and Rice Revue' tonight at
Gentry. This benefit for the Soiree
Aubergine’s Bering Care Center Meal
Program starts at 9:00 p.m.

Paivi Lee Love hosts the show tonight at
Bacchus II. Stop in at 10:30 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 8

M & M Mondays at Gentry feature $2
Margaritas, and $3.50 Absolut Mar-
tinis all day and all night! At 8:30, the hit
show “High Society” is shown on all the
TVs. Sounds like a great way to spend
Monday nights!

You can get a locker today and tonight at
Club Houston for half price! This spe-
cial ought to help you keep that New
Year’s Resolution!

Cousin’s has a dart tournament tonight

at 8:30 p.m. There is a $3 buy-in and the bar
matches the pot!

I hear that the bartend-
ers at the Ripcord wear
only boxer shorts on
Monday nights!

Tuesday, Jan. 9

Mary’s, naturally,
offers $2 Jose Cuervo
shots for only $2. No
wonder they call ‘em
Cuervo Tuesdays! See
ya there!

The super Tuesday
show at E/J’s stars Catia
Lee Love. Her guests this
week are Crystal Rae Lee
Love, Scotch, Rachelle
Stevens, and the win-
ner from the Saturday

Miss Camp America performs at the Bayou City Boys Club’s night talent contest.

New Year's Eve party.

Show time is 11:00 p.m.

Birthday Corner

A Happy (I love to sing) Birthday to Susan
Maser.

A Happy (Belated) Birthday to Buck at
Mary’s

A Happy (Long Distance) Birthday to
Clay Harper!

A Happy (Yes, I do wear lacy panties)
Birthday to Kody at Chances.

Rodent Droppings

Harvey has already broken his New
Year’s resolution. I made him promise
NOT to beat up Ratrat anymore, but on
Monday he was very bad! Harvey
climbed into the box that Ratrat was
playing in and pounced on top of him!
When the Lazer Wizard reached in to get
Harvey, he would not let go of Ratrat! We
checked for damage, and fortunately
Ratrat is ok! Harvey, after several
swift slaps on the butt and many loud,
stern “bad ferret,” was put back in his
cage. He sulked the rest of the day! Maybe
he will learn! While spanking Harvey,
the following dropped down!

Jerry (Mary’s): Tossed any full packs
away lately?

Lupe (Club Houston): I hear you have a
new plastic surgery and your office in
the maze at the Club is called “Lupesuc-
tion!”’

Ricky (Hangs at the BRB): That sure was a
big box you gave Byron and Tommy for
Christmas!

Tim (Hangs at Mary’s): Next time you go
hunting in the maze at the Club Houston,
make sure there are not any Club Houston
employees in there!

David/Roxy (Club Houston): Is it true
that you are working out and becoming a
man? This week? And is it true you were
trying to remodel room # 215 on New
Year’s Eve or was it just fireworks?

Denver Roger (Hangs at the BRB): What
is this about you and Narene shacking up
at the Allen Park Inn? Which one was the
butch one?

Bob B. (Hangs at E/J’s): I guess you are
going to have to go on a diet to fit into that
sweater! !

Sam (BRB): So, your the “New Meat™ on
the BRB's menu! Are you more tasty raw,
baked, grilled, or marinated and sau-

where?

Devin (Mary’s): Did you ever find Mr.
Ball's ball earrings? Next time, don’t
leave them in a cab!

Cassandra (Hangs at Mary’s): What
did you mean, “Nobody got me anything I
like for Christmas?” I heard you got a
pair of Jose Cuervo bottles, with the
Cuervo still in them!

Randy (Hangs at E/J’s): What happens
when you get in a Santa suit? You get a Santa
with attitude. :

Sam (Hangs at Mary’s):Just what have
you and Jack been doing?

Larry Crawford: What happened in
Oklahoma?

Jay Allen (PS): Were those really penny
loafers on you feet?

Stan (VN): Are you sure'I spelled your
name right last week? Should it not have
been Hoe! Hoe! Hoe!

Question: What two members of the
Court were seen naked, without even a
tiara, at the party at John D. and Dan L.'s
house?

Message to the stupid graffiti artist
that scribbled on the men’s bathroom at
Mary’s. “I Like Dikes!” Should that be
“I Like Dykes” or “I Like Dicks”? Or
maybe, you are just not sure!

TTEN, (Ta Ta For Now)

Cuervolyn

Sam is the new meat at the BRB
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Lawyer sues allegedly gay PaineWebber executive for $20 million

By SAMUEL MAULL
FOR THE HOUSTON VOICE

NEW YORK, Thursday, Dec.
28 (AP)—A lawyer who sued
PaineWebber Interna-
tional’s chairperson for
$20 million pleaded guilty
this month to harassment
after being indicted on grand
larceny charges, a law
enforcement spok-
esperson said Thursday.

Richard Yao, 40, was
indicted in April 1994 on a
third-degree grand larceny
charge, said spokesperson
Wayne Brison of the Man-
hattan district attorney’s
office. A man whose identity
was sealed in court records
had alleged to police that he
was the target of an extor-

tion atterhpt.

Yao pleaded guilty to first-
degree harassment last Dec.
1 in a plea agreement and was
given an unconditional dis-
charge by Justice Felice
Shea, Brison said. The judge
ordered Yao to stay away from
the complainant.

In a lawsuit filed Wednes-
day, Yao claimed that after a
torrid two-month affair with
John: Bult in- 1992, the
PaineWebber executive
promised him $10,000 a
month for life to keep quiet
about Bult’s gay lifestyle.

Yao, whose court papers
said Bult made only one
$10,000 payment, alleged
breach of contract and
intentional infliction of

emotional distress.

Bult’s lawyer, Harvey
Horowitz, said he believes
his client was being victim-
ized in a manner similar to
the complainant in the 1994
case. He denied that Bult ever
made a lifetime support deal
with Yao.

Bult met Yao at a social func-
tion and went to dinner with
him a few times—nothing
more, Horowitz said. He
said Yao called Bult repeat-
edly, “and after a while the
calls became bizarre. He was
saying things like ‘I have to
meet with you or terrible
things will happen.”™

“We got a call from the Man-

hattan district attorney’s
office in December, three

Support the Houston Voice Advertisers

years after he (Bult) met this
guy,” Horowitz said. “We
were told that Richard Yao
was under investigation
for extortion of money.”

Horowitz said prosecu-
tors told him that they found
Bult’s name among papers at
Yao’s home when they exe-
cuted a search warrant
there. A law enforcement
source, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, said
investigators also found
the names of other people and
are trying to find those peo-
ple to ask if they were victims
of any crimes.

“We are quite convinced its
a bigger scheme and its prob-
ably how he supports him-
self,” the source said.

The defense lawyer in Yao’s
criminal case, Eric Orz-
ick, could not be reached for
comment. His lawyer in the
civil suit against Bult,
Michael B. Ronemus,
refused to take calls.

Peter Casey, a PaineWeb-
ber spokesperson, said the
firm would not comment on
the suit since the case is per-
sonal. But he said the firm
supports Bult.

“John has provided valu-
able advice and service to
our firm since 1966,” Casey
said. “We are supportive of
him and will not allow accu-
sations contained in this
personal lawsuit reduce
that support in any way.”

ACCOMMODATIONS JR's

HOUSTON (AC 713)

808 Pacific - 521-2519

DUREN, CRAD, M.D.
1213 Herman Dr., Ste 430 - 520-0653

LAFF STOP, THE

1925A West Gray - 521-2333

MONTROSE INN LAZY J HOUSTON CLINICAL RESEARCH NET. LEATHER BY BOOTS
408 Avondale - 520-0206 312 Tuam - 528-9343 215 Westheimer - 520-2000 2424 Montrose - 526-2668
MARY'S PRIDE INSTITUTE LEATHER BY BOOTS (the Ripcord)

(800) 357-1228
THE LOVETT INN
501 Lovett Blvd. - 522-5224
(800) 799-5224 - 528-6708 FAX

1022 Westheimer - 527-9669
MONTROSE MINING COMPANY

805 Pacific - 529-7488

(800) 54-PRIDE

794-5232

UT DERMATOLOGY RESEARCH CENTER

715 Fairview - 526-0444

LEATHER FOREVER

711 Fairview - 526-6940

OUTPOST UTMB - Internal Medicine LOBO
- ELSEWHERE 2818 Richmond - 520-8446 (409) 747-0205 1424-C Westheimer - 522-5156
A'*';THEPNE 5(512) = PACIFIC STREET NOW AND AGAIN CONSIGNMENT
ockport - ; 710 Pacific - 523-0213 1819 Waugh - 529-5069
UPPER DECK PAST TIME BoE RN REAL E,STAT_E OUTRAGEOUS CONTEMPORARY
S. Padre Island - (210) 761-5953 617 Fairview - 528-8102 : 9000 Richmond - 974-5131
5311 Kirby Dr., Ste 203 - 523-1600 .
QTs Rothbl ol PLANT HOUSE, THE
APARTMENTS 534 \Westheimer - 529-8533 264 5030 812 Westheimer - 529-6050
APARTMENTS RANCH - XTC - Ms. B's AR PWA COALITION

L a”2nn Ruffala Qraarhuay - BRA-RARA 3400 Montrose, Ste. 106 - 522-5428
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APARTMENTS

1419 Hyde Park - 524-9660
VILLAGES of WESTRIDGE - Ron Davis

2401 Westridge - 665-4720
WESTMORELAND SQUARE APARTMENTS

218 Marshall - 528-5218

AUTOMOBILES
RIVER OAKS LINCOLN-MERCURY
Skip Willitt - 529-2611
JACK ROACH FORD
2727 S.\W. Freeway - 525-7400
KATHY SCOTT - Barney Garver Motors
7025 Old Katy Rd. - 869-4855

BARS
GALVESTON (A/C 409)

EVOLUTION

2214 Mechanic - 763-4212
KON-TIKI

315 Tremont (23rd) - 763-6264
ROBERT'S LAFITTE

2501 Avenue Q - 765-9092
SWITCH

308 25th - 762-9100

HOUSTON (A/C 713)

611 HYDE PARK PUB :

611 Hyde Park - 526-7070
BACCHUS Il

2715 Waughcrest - 523-3396
BERRYHILL Il

15346 Kuykendahl - 587-8810
BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM

2400 Brazos - 528-9192
BRIAR PATCH

2284 \\V. Holcombe - 665-9678
CHANCES

1100 Westheimer - 523-7217
CLUB ATTITUDE

2915 Main - 521-9960
CLUB 403

403 Westheimer - 523-0030
COUSIN'S

817 Fairview - 528-9204
DREAMS

5322 Glenmont - 663-6402
ECLIPSE

7647 Clarewood - 988-9990
E/J's

2517 Ralph - 527-9071
GENTRY

2303 Richmond - 520-1861
HEAVEN

812 Pacific - 521-9123
INERGY

5750 Chimney Rock - 666-7310
INCOGNITO

2524 McKinney - 237-9431

Cbag vvesInelimer - oLY-0033

RANCH - XTC - Ms. B's

9200 Buffalo Speedway - 666-3464
RICH'S

2401 San Jacinto - 759-9606
RIPCORD

715 Fairview - 521-2792
STEAM

402 Lovett - 521-1450
UPTOWN DOWNTOWN

3232 Main - 526-6917
VENTURE-N

2923 Main - 522-0000

CHURCHES/

RELIG. ORGANIZATIONS

BERING MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

1440 Harold - 526-1017
COMMUNITY GOSPEL CHURCH

501 E. 18th - 880-9235
COVENANT BAPTIST CHURCH

6610 Alder - 668-8830
DAWN OF FAITH CHURCH

8405K Almeda-Genoa - 991-6766
DIGNITY HOUSTON

1307 Yale, Suite H - 880-2872
ECUMENICAL CATHOLIC CHURCH

1405 Palm - 526-8095
FIRST UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST

. 5200 Fannin - 526-5200

INDEP. BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CH.
880-4915
INTEGRITY
P.O. Box 660088 77266 - 432-0414
KINGDOM COMMUNITY CHURCH
4404 Blossom @ Snover - 862-7533
KOLBE HOUSE '
P.O. Box 666669 77266 - 522-8182
MARANATHA FELLOWSHIP MCC
P.O Box 667032 77266 - 528-6756
MCCR
1919 Decatur - 861-9149
MISPACHAT ALIZIM
P.O. Box 980136 77098 - 748-7079

FITNESS CENTERS
CLUB HOUSTON
2205 Fannin - 659-4998
MIDTOWNE SPA
3100 Fannin - 522-2379

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

BILL CLAIRE FAMILY MORTUARY
2603 Southmore - 522-9030

HEALTHCARE
MARGARET DIJACKLIN & ASSOC.
4200 Montrose # 540 - 522-7014

768-3032
JIM CRARY
3535 Westheimer, Ste 228 - 993-9893

RESTAURANTS
ARI'S

24118S. Shepherd - 521-3240
BISTRO 224

224 Westheimer - 529-3224/521-7888
CHARLIE'S COFFEE SHOP

1100 Westheimer - 522-3332
KAD'S Piano Bar & Grill

1512 W. Alabama - 528-3870
NIKO NIKO'S

2520 Montrose - 528-1308

SUPPORTING BUSINESS

ADVERTISERS

A MAN'S RESALE

14020 Memorial - 531-0008
ALTERNATIVE VISIONS

811 Westheimer, Suite 208 - 526-8223
APHRODITE SALON & SPA

2010 Commonwealth - 523-4646
BASIC BROTHERS

1232 Westheimer - 522-1626
BICKNELL PLUMBING COMPANY

3131 Roe Dr. - 649-6161
CARPETS by JOY

1704 Westheimer - 523-2509
DRAMATIKA

3804 S. Shepherd - 528-5457
EVERYTHING SPECIAL

1206 Ashland - 869-6906
EYEQ

908 Westheimer - 529-ISEE (4733)
MARK CHESMORE
Computer Remote Back-up Services & Consulting

528-1972 and/or 549-6275
CLEAR LAKE SHORES BOAT CLUB

334-7744
CROSSROADS MARKET

610 West Alabama - 942-0147
FRENCH QUARTER

3201 Louisiana - 527-0782
GABRIEL T. PHOTOGRAPHY

582-7779
GUILLORY & ASSOC. INC.

802 W. Gray - 526-9972
HEIGHTS TANNING CENTER

918 N. Durham, Suite A - 802-9373
HOLLYWOOD FOODS

1660 Westheimer - 528-3234

2501 Montrose - 524-7052
HYDE PARK GALLERY

711 Hyde Park - 526-2744
1-45 NEWS

9924 North Freeway
KALAIA ACRES

(409) 447-3687

CFFLVVESHIEENICE S JaO=UUgg = TS TN yeaees

PWA COALITION
3400 Montrose, Ste. 106 - 522-5428
Q PATROL
871-8519
RIVER OAKS ANTIQUES
2119 Westheimer - 520-8238
STEVEN DAVID PHOTOGRAPHY
787-0785
STUDIO 911 HAIR SALON
521-0911
SURE SOLUTIONS (Computer Servicing)
11500 N.W. Freeway, Suite 435 - 621-4203
TAFT STREET AUTO
1411 Taft - 526-3723
TEJAS AIR - AC/HEATING
880-4629
TIRE PLACE, THE
1307 Fairview - 529-1414

THEATRES

ALLEY THEATRE

615 Texas - 228-8421
GREENWAY 3 CINEMA

5 Greenway Plaza - 626-0402
MAIN STREET THEATER

2540 Times Blvd. - 524-6706
SOCIETY FOR THE
PERFORMING ARTS

615 Louisiana - 227-1111
STAGES THEATER (Box Office)

527-8243
THEATRE LAB HOUSTON

1706 Alamo - 868-7516

TRAVEL

SOJOURNS TRAVEL

3400 Montrose #909 - 528-2299

(800) 530-2299
TRAVEL HEIGHTS ;

1025 Studewood - 861-2400
TRAVEL IN STYLE

2425 West Loop S. #500 - 621-0247
TRAVEL POINTS

998-1493

VIATICAL SERVICES

COMMUNITY LIFE TODAY

526-5807
LIFE PARTNERS INC.

1-800-693-0062
LINKED BENEFITS OF HOUSTON

811 Westheimer, Ste 208G - 528-6777
LONE STAR VIATICAL

(800) 691-8306
MEDICAL ESCROW SOCIETY

(713) 681-6656 - (800) 658-3167

Please report errors and corrections to the
HOUSTON VOICE - (713) 529-8490 (Issue 793)
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All greased up and ready to 0. :

L

SERVICE FOR ANY REASON.

FRIENDS > MONOGAMOUS
RELATIONSHIPS > OPEN
RELATIONSHIPS > SINGLES
SEEKING INTIMATE RELATIONSHIPS > CASUAL
DATING > ALTERNATIVE RELATIONSHIPS

Fl"ee to Call” to Record Your Ad & Browse
Through Ads. Meésage Sending, Message Receiving
And Instant Live One-On-One Connections For Less
Than the Cost of an Oil Filter.

i
i
Y http://www.interactivemedia.com

O017-393%9

WHEN ASKED, ENTER SECRET CODE 803

|MC OOES NOT PRE-SCREEN ITS CALLERS AND ASSUMES NO LIABILITY WHEN MEETING WITH SOMEONE THROUGH ITS SERVIGE,
ARLILTS TA ¥YFARS OF AGE OR OVER ONLY. *FREE TO CALL WITHIN THE 713 AREA CODE, TOLL CHARGES MAY AFPLY IF CALLING FROM OUTSIDE THE 713 AREA CODE,
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IMC DOES NOT PRE-SCREEN ITS CALLERS AND ASSUMES NO LIABILITY WHEN MEETING WITH SOMEONE THROUGH ITS SERVICE.
ADULTS 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OVER ONLY. *FREE TO CALL WITHIN THE 713 AREA CODE. TOLL CHARGES MAY APPLY IF CALLING FROM OUTSIDE THE 713 AREA CODE.

~ Manline is now in Australia and we want to celebrate
with you. Win two weeks 'Down Under' for the
annual Gay & Lesbian Mardi Gras Festival in

Sydney, Australial From December 8th,

1995 until January 31st, 1996, you're

automatically entered each time you buy

an hours' worth of time on Manline.*

® Over $5,000 value
e Airfare for two fo Sydney, Australia

® 13 nights accomodation af the
Park Royal Hotel
* $500 US spending money

ed v IMG no later than
» Void where prohibi

917-3939

ENTER CALLING CODE 105

ALWAYS FREE TO0 CALL!

http://www.interactivemedia.com




