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The Caucus Website

1960s 
Ray Hill created a tri-fold flyer about STDs in the 1960s. “I left them in the gay bars,” he says. “It addressed the symptoms and treatment of syphilis, gonorrhea, and venereal warts.”

1968
Rita Wanstrom: In 1968 when we had the National Conference, North American Council of Homophile organizations, 
The North American Conference of Homophile Organizations (NACHO, pronounced "Nay-Ko") was an umbrella organization for a number of  homophile  organizations.  At a meeting in Chicago, the next to the last day of the conference, Wanda was led to make a statement.  There were 268 delegates there -  six women.  She got up and said, (because they had been arguing) the main emphasis of that conference was so that we could advertise in the yellow pages, in the telephone books for all of these little people out in the boonies that didn’t know that there was another gay person in the world.  It was that way back in the sixties, still is. Anyway I got up and said, until we are portrayed as we are, in all of the media and elevate ourselves as the black man has out of the _____ class into the Sidney Portier class, we will have accomplished nothing.  And I have lived long enough to see that we are accomplishing what we are, where we are, in all aspects of our lives.
 
1970
First Garden Party - drag show

KPFT went on the air

1972
Houstonians participate in the Dallas Gay Pride Parade. Houstonians helped sponsor this, the first Pride Parade in Texas 

Montrose Gaze, Houston’s first gay community center, opens it’s doors.
 
Integrity/Houston founded.

1973

Representatives from the Houston Gay Political Coalition (a precursor to the Houston Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus) appear before Houston City Council. Coalition members unsuccessfully request the last week in June be declared Gay Pride Week.
 
First meeting of the Sexuality and Lesbianism Task Force takes place at the Milam Steet Women's Center in Houston. 
   "Mary's...Naturally" Houston's oldest continuously open gay bar opens its door.
   L.U.E.Y. (Let Us Entertain You) founded by the Texas Riders in order to 'keep the party going' for individuals returning from Mardi Gras in New Orleans”
 
September 20, 1973 - In their so-called "battle of the sexes", tennis star Billie Jean King defeated Bobby Riggs in straight sets, 6-4, 6-3, 6-3, at the Houston Astrodome

1974

The 7th National NOW Conference held in Houston 
 
 
Houstonian Harla Kaplan starts a NOW task force on sexuality and lesbianism.
 
 
Mayes v. Texas The first challenge to Houston's "cross-dressing" law
 
 
This Week in Texas (TWiT) begins publication. Although many now consider the publication a "bar rag" in the early years it covered much of what was happening in the state concerning the gay community
 
The Metropolitan Community Church Gay Bible Study Group (which evolved into Resurrection MCC) rented a storefront at 2020 Waugh. 

1975

The Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus
 was founded in the summer of 1975 by four dedicated gay and lesbian activists Pokey Anderson, Bill Buie, Hugh Crell, and Keith McGee, long before gay rights became a major national issue. From its earliest moments, the organization emphasized electing candidates who were gay-friendly and had made specific commitments to support issues important to Houston's GLBT community. Its first president was Gary Van Ooteghem, who served from 1975 through the middle of 1977. A Houston Chronicle photo of early GLBT advocates Ray Hill, Pokey Anderson, Jerry Miller, and Rev. Bob Falls if often mistaken for being a picture of the founders of The Caucus because many early activists, including some of the founders refused to have their photo published.

The Houston Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus (Now the HGLBTPC) founded by Pokey Anderson, Keith McGee,  Bill Buie and Hugh Crell. It is the South's oldest GLBT civil rights organization. The Houston Pride Parade was first run by the Houston Political Caucus.
 
 
A press conference is held by Houston’s GLPC. Ray Hill announces that this year will be the last quiet celebration of the Stonewall anniversary in Houston.


Gary Van Ooteghem: Excerpts from OutSmart Magazine
[image: ]
On August 1, 1975, Gary chose to go before the Harris County Commissioners’ Court and speak out about gay rights, as well as come out publicly about his own homosexuality. He did this even though he held a prestigious job with the county—as county comptroller—and even though his boss (county treasurer Harsall Gray) had forbidden him to do it, so he knew he would lose his job.
When Gary decided to make his stand before the County Commissioners’ Court in 1975, he had just returned to Houston from Washington, D.C., where he had met with Leonard Matlovich, one of the heroes of American gay history. A conservative sergeant in the Air Force, Matlovich had been awarded all the top military honors when he voluntarily came out to his supervising officer, creating the seminal case that challenged the military’s exclusion of gays. Perhaps it was this meeting that inspired Gary Van Ooteghem to play a similar role in the arena of his hometown. “Leonard Matlovich was my role model,” Gary was quoted as saying, “and I hope I can be someone else’s.” 
Gary J. Van Ooteghem (1942-2000) was our (Gay Political Caucus) first president.  He was recruited by the four founders of the Gay Political Caucus in 1975 after being fired from Harris County for expressing his 1st Amendment right to speak out to promote equal civil rights for the  LGBT community.  Gary chaired the High Noon Rally for Liberty in Fort Worth outside the state Republican Party’s convention in June 1998. At the time of his death, he was serving as chair of the Houston EMA Ryan White Planning Council

Wednesday, February 2nd 
June 20, 1976  Houston ARCH Wiki PBWorks

Executive and Professional Association of Houston
formed


1976
 “Dan the VD Man,” a public health services employee was the first person to take STD testing directly to Houston’s gay community. 

[image: Clinic1 150x150 An Amazing 30 Year Evolution featured ]

Dan contacted the owner of Dirty Sally’s, a popular gay bar, and a weekly “STD Testing Night” at the bar was begun. This led to the Health Department’s mobile testing unit parking and testing outside of other gay bars.

Houston's first gay pride parade ,an informal march, is held downtown during the afternoon of June 20, sponsored by the University of Houston's Gay Activist Alliance. 300 -400 people attend. Marching with them was a legend of the time Vito Russo
 
 
Third Texas Gay Conference held in Houston
 
 
Montrose Activity Center (MAC) opened
 
 
Pokey Anderson the first openly lesbian political candidate in a run for neighborhood commissioner
 
 
Colt 45’s founded
 
February
Doonesbury character Andy Lippincott, a classmate of Joanie’s, told her that he was gay.  Since the strip was removed from the Houston papers, Ray Hill read it aloud on the radio
 
 
20 December Gary Wayne Stock shot and killed by HPD officer at the corner of Fannin and Drew
 
 
Janus Information Facility established in Galveston with financial backing from the
Erickson Educational Foundation created by Trans pioneerReed Erickson. This facility provided worldwide information concerning transsexualism and its treatment to anyone attempting to find answers.


1977

A planned Pride Parade is cancelled due to a lack of funds. However, gays, lesbians, bisexuals, transgender individuals, and friends respond to a Texas State Bar Association-sponsored appearance by Anita Bryant, the virulently anti-gay Florida orange juice spokesperson and former Miss America. An estimated 12,000 (Jack’s article says est. 6,000, Pokey says est. 3,000) participate in the Anita Bryant Demonstrations at the Hyatt Regency Hotel.  A few weeks later, Houston's gay community held it's first Gay Pride Rally in Cherryhurst Park.
 Anita never knew how much she did for the formation of Houston’s organized gay community!”(Ray Hill)
  
[bookmark: p-2e064070ed39a040fb23daef8363d44686faae]Houston’s Pokey Anderson is one of 14 representatives invited by Jimmy Carter’s Assistant for Public Liaison, Margaret (Midge) Costanza, to go to the White House for the first-ever official White House Meeting between presidential staff and lesbian and gay activists
 
 
National Gay Task Force Executive Director Jean O' Leary is appointed to President Carter's International Women's Year Commission and coordinated the passage of sexual preference resolutions at 30 state conferences and the
National Womens Conference in Houston -a milestone in making equality for lesbians a key feature of mainstream feminist advocacy
 
 Texas Human Rights Foundation ounded by Robert "Mort" Schwab
 
Charles Gillis opens the first location of the Wilde 'n' Stein bookstore at 819 Richmond.
   

1978
Gary Van Ooteghem: Was seminal in pulling together the march against Anita Bryant in 1978. 

That same year he started the excellent bi-weekly newspaper Upfront (“in the cause of human rights,” it proclaimed under the masthead), which was in print for three years. 

Mickey Leland was one of his political contacts, and ran endorsements from Gary (as well as other local gay leaders) in his campaign advertisements. 

Gary ran for both city council and Harris County treasurer, even though he knew winning was not a possibility. 

Gary helped start the Montrose Activity Center, an early precursor to the current Lesbian & Gay Community Center, and produced several plays there, with names like El Grande de Coca Cola. 

Gary became the chair of the youth scholarship foundation for PFLAG/H.A.T.C.H. 


Formal celebration of the first Gay Pride Week in  Houston in June with a full schedule of political and social events, including Town Meeting I , held at the AstroArena, a hall adjacent to the Astrodome in what is now Reliant Park. Nearly 3,500 people attend. As a result, integral local service groups, including Gay & Lesbian Switchboard Houston, Montrose Sports Association, and the Montrose Counseling Center, are born.
 

Coordinating Council of Gay Organizations formed to represent the gay community in Houston. 

 
On Easter Sunday a small party among friends gathered at an apartment complex on Clay Street. The word spread of the event, and the following year they set up a sound system outdoors and sent out invitations. By the early 1990's the party attendance had grown so large that the hosts decided to move to the new outdoor plaza at the Wortham Center downtown on Buffalo Bayou; Bunnies on the Bayou was born.

In 1978, Dan (the VD Man) handed his STD-testing work on to “Mother Ruth” Ravas. Mother Ruth became so familiar and popular that she was chosen as a 1980 Pride Parade Grand Marshal.

Richard and Robert O’Brien, gay brothers who were practicing physicians, began holding meetings with other Houston physicians including Gary Brewton, Diedier Piot, and Kendall Hamilton. Marion Coleman remembers attending their meetings in Montrose restaurants. “I was the token female,” she laughs, “but all the talk about male STDs was quite alien to me.”


1979 
Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus
In 1979, it endorsed Eleanor Tinsley, for an at-large seat on city council. Many of the people who worked on her campaign advised her not to take the endorsement, because she would lose a lot of votes. Her response was, 'I believe I will gain more votes than I will lose, and it's the right thing to do. I want to be on the forefront of this civil rights movement.'"  Tinsley went on to win that race, the first woman elected to Houston's city council in an at-large seat. 

AIDS/HIV 
Houston physician Didier Piot, a transplant from Toronto, had first observed something medically sinister in a patient in Haiti in 1977. Then, in Toronto in 1978 and 1979, he treated Gaëtan Dugas, a flight attendant for Air Canada—the man who later became known as “AIDS Patient Zero.” 

On October 14, 1979, the first National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights drew more than 100,000 people to mark the tenth anniversary of the Stonewall riots, to protest Anita Bryant's anti-gay crusade, and to decry the lenient jail sentence given to Dan White for the assassination of openly gay San Francisco city supervisor Harvey Milk.
Andy Mills “There were two bands at the 1979 March on Washington: L.A. and Houston”
 
Gay Bob doll, complete with its own closet, appeared on store shelves. 

Houston Pride Band 
A group of musicians started meeting in a home in 1978 to start making music together. Lead by Clint Moncrief, Rue Starr, and Rufus Cheney, the Montrose Marching Band was formed. The group was sponsored by the Montrose Activity Center. April 10, 1979 the group began rehearsals in the service building in Cherryhurst Park.

The band first provided a pep band for a Police vs. Gays softball game in June. 
On July 1st, the Montrose Marching Band made its first parade appearance at the first gay pride parade held in Houston. Clad in red tennis shoes, blue jeans, white shirts, bandanas, and hard hats, MMB was a hit with the crowds; 
On October 14th 1979, the first Gay and Lesbian March on Washington took place. At the march, the Texas contingent led the way with 40 members of the Montrose Marching Band up front. (Pictures?)
The Montrose Marching Band, Twirlers, and Drill Team presented its first concert, The Joys of Christmas, at Bering Memorial Methodist Church. 

 
 
The Montrose Singers (now The Gay Men's Chorus) founded[image: ]
 
The First Two Years of Houston Pride **
**need clarification
By Sheri Cohen Darbonne
"[Sheri Cohen Darbonne was editor of LXIX magazine, a local gay/lesbian publication in 1978, and was a correspondent for The Advocate, a national publication, and editor of the syndicated column Lambda Press Dispatch in 1979. She is presently editor of The New Voice.]"
 
 ??????
"I’ve been told that this year, 1991, is the 12th anniversary of Houston’s Gay/Lesbian Pride Week. Although it is, in fact, the 12th anniversary of the first Pride Parade, held on Sunday, July 1, 1979, it should be noted that this is not only the 13th year that Houston has had a parade, but also the 14th year that there has been an “official” Gay Pride Week* celebration in Houston. The first GPW to be officially recognized as such and to include a week-long schedule of activities was in 1978, the year of Houston Town Meeting I."

The first Pride parade took to the streets of downtown Houston—and not just any street, but Main Street. The march was permitted by the City of Houston, the required parade-permit fee being waived for the student group sponsor and the necessary insurance being funded by transgender attorney Phyllis Randolph Frye, Dr. Richard O'Brien, and others.
 
On the Sunday afternoon of the march, a crowd of about 60 men and women gathered in the parking lot of The Exile, a downtown gay bar at 1011 Bell Street (now a parking lot). When the moment to begin the march arrived, they walked the half block to Main, rounded the corner at Simpson's Diner and stepped out onto Main Street, not knowing what to expect. The marchers moved north, down the south half of Main Street, toward Texas Street where the route would turn and then retrace back down Fannin to Bell. Since it was Sunday, there were few people on the sidewalks in downtown Houston, other than those drawn there by this event. And as the marchers progressed down Main, people standing on the sidewalk began to join them. Soon a chant began among the marchers, “Off of the sidewalk, Into the street!” And as more people stepped off the curb, the marching crowd grew to an estimated 300 to 400.
 
The march was brief—the numbers few by today's standards—but with each step taken down Main Street, those participants in Houston's first Pride parade left their footprints on the history, culture, and politics of the City of Houston.



PRIDE 1979: United We Stand
Grand Marshal
Thelma Hansel

July 1st -First Official Houston Pride Parade held in Montrose. The parade was followed by a rally at Spotts Park, where 5,000 community members enjoyed music, speeches, dancing, and fireworks.

Houston City Controller Annise Parker remembers: "I participated in the first Pride Parade in 1979, although I'm not sure many would call it a parade, given the number of people out on the street and that there wasn't a float in sight. The theme was "United We Stand." I honestly did not imagine that it would become one of Houston's largest public events."
Houston's Pride Parade is the largest gay pride event in the Southwest and is the only gay pride parade in the country held at night.

1980 


Houston Pride Week grows to a 10-day celebration. The first Pride Guide, with a schedule of events, political editorials, and historical information about the Houston community was published. The parade starts in the parking lot of The Old Plantation, a club located at 2020 Kipling. Admiral Linen Service now occupies the building.

A pride week bar raid at Mary's results in 61 arrests, including two lesbian bystanders who are outside the bar. A few days later, many of those arrested were proudly sporting “Mary's Fairies Out of Jail” T-shirts.

Fred Paez was murdered on the eve of the 1980 Pride Parade." (A GLBT community activist, Paez was shot and killed by a Houston Police officer.) "We showed our solidarity by wearing black armbands -- a response that was dignified, peaceful, yet also expressed our outrage. Quote from Annise Parker

1980 Proud to Be
Grand Marshals
	Jim Farmer
	Ruth Ravas

August 12th Due to the extraordinary work of Phyllis Randolph-Frye Houston city ordinance 28.42.4, criminalizing cross dressing, is repealed. [image: ]

Toward the end of 1980, in a mass mail-out, Richard O’Brien and Mother Ruth appealed to the community to help fund a “Montrose Clinic.” “The clinic may well be the most important way we have of demonstrating to the world our serious intent to take care of our own needs,” the letter stated.


1981 
Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus
In 1981, the group experienced a turning point of sorts when it played an integral role in the election of Kathy Whitmire, who became the city's first woman mayor. Her support for GLBT issues drew criticism from conservatives in the city, but she refused to recant it and won four more elections with the group's support.
November 2, 1981 Houston's Gay Political Caucus is covered in a story in the New York Times

Mother Ruth and activist Danny Villa organized “The Zap Clap Revue,” which was staged in May of 1981 at Babylon Disco. 

The Dawn of an Epidemic
June 5, 1981, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) published a report describing cases of a rare lung infection, Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia (PCP), in five young, previously healthy gay men in Los Angeles. The national media picked up the story, and the CDC quickly became inundated with reports of PCP and other opportunistic infections among gay men. Cluster cases of a rare and unusually aggressive cancer, Kaposi’s Sarcoma (KS), were reported among a group of gay men in New York and California. The media labeled it “the gay cancer.”

Montrose Clinic opened its doors to the GLBT community in rented quarters at 104 Westheimer on October 6, 1981. The facility quickly gained the nickname of “The Clap Shack.”

Volunteer physicians have included Patsy Salvado, Shannon Schrader, Gordon Crofoot, and Gary Brewton.

The gay and lesbian community found itself with their friends getting sick and dying around them and a societal backlash from the “gay disease”. The community rose to the occasion and began to take care of one another when no one else would. The disease that decimated us also brought us together as never before.

Eighth Texas Gay Conference held in Houston. GayToday editor Jack Nichols delivered a keynote speech, entitled The Gay Tradition 

Individual PFLAG chapters from around the country joined together to create a unified national organization.

1981We the People
Grand Marshals
	Ray Hill
	Rita Wanstrom

1982
In September 1982, the CDC began calling this group of illnesses that was increasingly appearing in the gay community “AIDS,” an acronym for “Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome.” 

AIDS Foundation Houston is formed to educate and help those with HIV/AIDS

Mayor Kathy Whitmire 
[image: ]
appears at the Pride Week Rally in Spotts Park, along with other Houston politicos, including City Council members George Greanias, Dale Groczynski, and Jim Greenwood, as well as Lance Lalor (the City Comptroller), Mike Driscoll (Harris Country Attorney), and Debra Danburg (State Representative District 79)

“Towards a healthier gay lifestyle : Kaposi's sarcoma, opportunistic infections, and the urban gay life : what you need to know to ensure your good health” published by the Citizens for Human Equality, located in Houston. It is the earliest pamphlet on safe sex published for the gay community. 

Judge Jerry Buckmeyer overturns Section 21.06, the "Homosexual Conduct" law though it will be repealed repeatedly by the state for years to come.

1982 A Part Of, Not Apart From
Grand Marshals
	Marion Coleman 
	Andy Mills 

(pic) Clean up your act: Montrose Clinic’s entry in the 1982 Houston Pride Parade sent an important message to gay men.

Marion Coleman 
I guess what I can say about Kindred Spirits is that the place that I wanted it to be was like a woman’s alternative, that everyone was welcome, whether it was older people, straight people, gay people, men and women together, so that we could support each other and learn about each other.
Kindred Spirits is more than the name of a nightclub founded in 1980 by Marion Coleman.  Until its closing in 1989, the club also acted as a sort of hub for Houston’s gay and lesbian community, hosting organizational meetings, fundraisers, theatrical presentations and even blood drives as the AIDS crisis emerged.  The club opened during a pivotal time in our community’s development by offering a safe, uplifting atmosphere where gay women and their friends could congregate.  Through their new-found confidence and knowledge that there is indeed strength in numbers, many of Kindred Spirits’ original patrons went on to become our community’s most successful business, organizational, and political leaders.  One need only to ask some of these patrons how the bar changed their lives by introducing them to a sense of community that many of them had never experienced before walking through its doors.
From the Kindred Spirits’ website 
Andy Mills 
The new decade saw the Montrose Marching Band continue performing inside and outside the community. In March of 1980, MMB was invited to perform in front of Houston’s beautiful Art Deco City Hall for the Houston Festival. As the group continued to grow in size and musicality, it was decided that they should widen the scope from being a marching band. In 1981 Andy Mills took over, and the Montrose Symphonic Band and the Montrose Singers were born. During Pride Week that year, MSB played host to the Great American Yankee Freedom Band of Los Angeles and the newly formed Oak Lawn Band of Dallas for the Fred Paez Memorial Concert and Fireworks Display at Spotts Park. With the help of supporters such as Jim “Fanny” Farmer and Mary’s bar, the band was able to purchase instruments and equipment. They began to rehearse at Bering United Methodist Church. 
In 1982, the MSB held their two famous Tower Theater concerts. GLBT community bands can serve as a bridge between communities, since they represent a non-political, wholesome American pastime. Andy Mills embraced that by making such classics as America the Beautiful and Crossley March a standard part of the programming. But a gay sensibility did shine through. The May concert featured The Bone Sisters, a trombone quartet in drag belting out such tunes as Blow the Man Down. Andy was not opposed to some theatrics on his part either. For the September concert, he conducted Star Wars wearing a full Chewbacca mask.

Ninth Texas Gay Conference held in Houston


1983

1983 Unity Through Diversity
	Marion Pantzer 
	Walter Strickler

Tina Turner headlines for the Houston Gay Pride Rally at the Summit.

May 1983 the Pasteur Institute in France announced the discovery of an “LAV” virus that was associated with AIDS.

The Houston Gay Political Caucus (GPC) and Citizens for Human Equality (CHE) worked with the Montrose Clinic to get the word out and to raise money for further educational efforts. 

The O’Brien brothers often used their North Boulevard mansion for fundraising events.

A federal Court ruling that struck down Texas’ (the 26th state to legalize consensual gay sex between adults) homosexual conduct bill went under appeal and legislation to re-criminalize gay sex was introduced into the state legislature

1984 
The National Cancer Institute (NCI) announced the cause of AIDS had been identified, but no cure was in sight. A diagnosis of HIV infection was essentially a death sentence, with the only question for infected patients being how long it would take for HIV to progress to full-blown AIDS. And at the time, HIV was impossible to detect until the symptoms of a broken immune system began to emerge.

Early in June, City Councilman Anthony Hall's introduces an amendment to prohibiting discrimination, in city employment, on the grounds of sexual orientation. Houston City Council passes the measure. Opposition is very vocal.

 Houston’s First Line of Defense
In 1984, Montrose Clinic began its Program for AIDS Counseling & Evaluation (PACE). 

Thomas Audette, the clinic’s executive director, 

Dr. Richard Grimes, a member of the clinic board, 

Needed larger space:
“It was nearly impossible to find rental space,” he says. “Most Realtors felt they wouldn’t be able to rent the space again because of the stigma of it being an AIDS clinic.” 

The clinic moved to a larger space at 803 Hawthorne.


June 9th - Escorted by 800 members of the Houston Police Department (at a cost of an estimated $80,000), fifty-five members of the Ku Klux Klan march up Westheimer, through the Montrose area, in a fight to deny equal rights to the gay community.  Even though most members of the gay community purposely boycotted the demonstration, the Klansmen were jeered by roughly 2,000 counter demonstrators.  
An editorial in the Texas Daily News regarding the anti-gay rally by the Ku Klux Klan reads, “Given a choice between sharing a park with homosexuals or a bunch of white-sheeted, racist, hate-peddling losers, we think we would prefer homosexuals."
 
Mayor Kathy Whitmire delivers the first City Proclamation declaring the week Gay Pride Week

 A record 100,000 view 54 entries June 24 Parade. 

1984 Unity and More in ‘84
June 24: A record 100,000 people view 54 entries
Grand Marshals
Pokey Anderson 
“I don’t know anybody that sets out to be a leader.  I think everyone has skills and things they can do that will help someone else.  It is often a matter of them recognizing that potential in themselves and  and then matching up with some opportunity.  If there is something that needs to be done, if there is something that you want to do – do it, find three other people and start it.”

Rick Grossman
Opponents of the antidiscrimination ordinance obtain the necessary signatures to force a referendum that is set for January.
The appeal for reinstating the "Homosexual Conduct" law, Section 21.06, is denied but would be appealed by the state yet again

DIFFA (Design Industries Foundation Fighting AIDS)is founded by Patricia Green and Larry Pond to mobilize the immense resources of the various design communities to provide HIV/AIDS services and education programs in the United States.
 
First Texas Gay Rodeo takes place on the first week-end of November in a rodeo arena in Simonton, about 40 miles west of Houston. 

Last Texas Gay Conference held

1985
Mayor Kathy Whitmire tours several gay bars to thank gay voters for their support in her re-election only to be verbally attacked in City Council as a gay-friendly barmaid who was "slipping and slithering over sticky semen-coated floors."

A blood test for HIV became available. The Enzyme-linked Immunosorbent Assay (ELISA) 

 
June 5th At the City Council meeting Dr. Steven Hotze announced he was assembling 10,000 signatures on a petition to force the mayor and council members not to attend this year’s Gay Pride Parade…if they attended they would be “endorsing the homosexual lifestyle and pornography.”

Alive with Pride
Grand Marshals
Terry Clark
Freda Jerrell

There is some dissent in the community about what people should and should not be allowed to wear in the parade.
 
 
The Parade Route was lined with American and Texan flags which stayed up through the fourth of July. The flags were purchased from the International Flag Co. through the underwriting of the Black Eyed Pea Restaurant.
 
 Then Police Chief Lee Brown meets with the gay community to discuss harassment of gays by the Police Department and the existence of an infamous "fag list" of gay individuals specifically singled out for harassment.
 
 The Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals upheld the Section 21.06 "Homosexual Conduct" law as constitutional stating that it does not violate federal privacy rights, thus overturning the lower court's decision in 1982.
 
 
October 24 Louie Welch, trailing in a bid to defeat incumbent mayor Kathy Whitmire, made one of Houston´s most famous political gaffes. When he thought a microphone was off, he said on live television that the solution to AIDS would be to “shoot the queers.” By the next morning, people were wearing T-shirts that said “LOUIE, DON´T SHOOT!” Welch and the Straight Slate were unsuccessful.”
 


1986
All but one Board member of the Pride Committee, then known as the Houston Gay Pride Week Committee, resign over a controversy over T-shirts but the Pride Celebration still goes on as scheduled.

The rainbow used as a logo for the Houston parade for the first time.

1986 Liberty Is In Our Grasp
Grand Marshals
	Tony Bicocchi
	Dee Lamb

In March 1986 a gunman in a ski mask entered Just Marion and Lynn's nightclub in Houston a short time after midnight. He waved the bartender toward the cash register, then fled after apparently exchanging gunfire with bar owner Marion Elizabeth Pantzer, who died from a gunshot wound. MARION PANTZER was born 28 February 1919, died March 1986. 

The Texas Supreme Court rules that Section 21.06, the "Homosexual Conduct" law is constitutional and reinstates the law once again making homosexual activity in Texas a criminal offense

Texas Health Department moves to have people with AIDS "quarantined" as a way to stop the spread of the deadly disease, until gay lobbyist show how it would not help

An affiliation between the University of Texas System and American Medical International Inc., a private hospital corporation, results in the opening of the  Institute for Immunological Disorders  the nation's first the nations first  AIDS hospital, in Houston. 


"Steven Joachim filed a suit claiming sexual orientation discrimination in AT&T's decision to dismiss him, AT&T argued that the policy in its employee handbook did not create a contractual obligation. The Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals agreed -- finding under Texas law that AT&T's "employee handbooks ‘constituted no more than general guidelines,' and did not create a contractual right in the employees."" Highlighting the necessity for the pasage of ENDA. 

1987
October-LOAF (Lesbians Over the Age of Fifty) holds its first meeting at Womynspace. President and Founder of LOAF is Arden Eversmeyer.

The Assistance Fund founded

Pride Week begins with bar raids by the Houston Police Department. On three consecutive nights, officers raid Michael's, Chutes, and the JOE Club, arresting patrons, staff, and male dancers. HGLPC leadership holds a press conference, announcing its intention to meet with Mayor Whitmire and Police Chief Brown and 

[image: ]declaring that Houston's gay community will not be silenced by intimidation. 
 
Parade organizers request that money usually spent on parade floats be redirected to AIDS services.
The word ‘lesbian’ included in the title of the Houston festivities for the first time

Houston v. Hill a 1987 U.S. Supreme Court case. Argued March 23, 1987. Decided June 15, 1987
The case presented the question whether a citizen may verbally challenge the police -- as in Ray Hill's query to a Houston officer of "Why don't you pick on somebody your own size?" -- without fear of arrest. Mr. Hill won.


1987 Come Out and Celebrate Pride
Grand Marshals
	Persons Living With AIDS

The Assistance Fund founded
 
1988 
The Houston parade honors its first honorary grand marshals,  slain San Francisco Supervisor Harvey Milk, the first openly gay elected public official (represented at the parade by San Francisco Supervisor Harry Britt-a native Houstonian), and Sharon Kowalski (represented by an empty wheelchair), the young lesbian whose family separates her from her lover Karen Thompson after she is profoundly disabled in a 1983 auto accident.

The massive NAMES Project AIDS Memorial quilt is displayed in Houston for the first time

1988 Rightfully Proud
Grand Marshals
	Bruce Cook
	Eleanor Munger
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Sharon Kowalski
	Harvey Milk

The annual musical event benefiting non-profit HIV/AIDS service organizations,Halloween Magic 
produces their first freewheeling spoof, liberally mixing elements of a popular musical with contemporary references straight from entertainment and news headlines

Upon being approached by the Human Rights Campaign Fund, Jay Hollyfield agreed to organize a dinner. With the help of Gene Harrington, Monte Frontand Scott Holman, the first Black Tie Dinner was held in the Tony’s Wine Cellar.


1989 
[bookmark: p-8a9bd1705a7a904ee8287314284ac9ee1c4763]January - Thomas Charles Hammerton, a gay man, is stabbed to death in the street near his home in the Hyde Park area of Montrose with no know motive or suspects.

The parade, celebrating Stonewall 20, is the largest ever with 60 entries, including the Lone Star Band of Houston and the Oak Lawn Band of Dallas combined as one marching unit. There are 14 big floats, two dozen marching units, two dozen vehicle entries, and walking contingents. The one-hour parade is broadcast live on KPFT-FM, and an airplane sponsored by Mother's Bar flies overhead trailing a streamer that reads “Gay & Proud.”


1989  Stonewall 20
Grand Marshals
	Charles Armstrong
	Bettie Naylor

Bettie Naylor
“In 1977 there had been a rider placed in the Appropriations Bill that allowed state operated and supported colleges and universities to disallow the use of campus facilities to homosexual and other subversive organizations.  The Lesbian and Gay Rights Lobby hired me to get that out of the Appropriations Bill, and I did.”

1990
By the 1990s, the HGLBTPC was one of the most important political organizations in the city, with many candidates seeking its endorsement, especially on the Democratic side. In 1997, the group experienced another milestone with the election of Annise Parker to an at-large seat on Houston's city council. Parker had served as president of the HGLBTPC in the 1980s. With the support of the Caucus, she became the first openly gay individual elected to citywide office in Houston. She was reelected to two more terms on city council, and in 2003 she launched a bid to become city controller, the second highest office in city government. She won that race, instantly becoming one of the highest-ranking gay officials in the country.

1990 Look to the Future
Grand Marshals
	Walter Carter
	Annise Parker
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Debra Danburg
	Craig Washington

Annise Parker
Activist with Gay Lesbian Political Caucus and spokesperson for the Gay and Lesbian Community I was generally dealing with polic officers and the judicial system.  Ray Hill and I did a lot of good cop, bad cop where he would go yell at the police officers and I would go and meet with the chief and work something out.  
As a civic club president I dealt with the other side of city government, ho w to get pot holes filled and garbage picked up and when it came time for me to run in 1997 I put that package together and I had great support from the Gay, Lesbian, Transgender Community, great support from the civic clubs and even an endorsement from the police union. And it was just all the pieces of my life, of those twenty years and the activities that I had been involved in, coming together to help me become a city council member.
Honorary Grand Marshal
Debra Danburg
Craig Washington

1991

1991 Take Pride
Grand Marshals
	Gene Harrington
	Jack Jackson 
	Linda Morales
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Katy Caldwell
	Marvin Davis
Jack Jackson 
I am my brother’s keeper, my simple credo was, “Everybody needs love ____ to capacity  and everybody needs help, there is nothing wrong with personal touch 
Linda Morales
Woman’s community, lesbian gay community, Hispanic gay community
I have done lots of activism, all based on who I am.   I am Latina, I am Lesbian and I am a woman, these encompassed my activism.  In those three areas there is lots of discrimination: discrimination against women, against Hispanics, and against Lesbians and Gays. 
Honorary Grand Marshal
Katy Caldwell
Marvin Davis

1992

 
1992 Pride = Power
Grand Marshals
	Sheri Cohen Darbonne
	Brian Keever
Organizational Grand Marshal
	Gay & Lesbian Switchboard Houston

Brian Keever
It’s a good educational tool for young people to know, because there is a whole new generation that has no idea what stonewall is, or was, or half the time care about, and so it is an educational process.  It’s not just a party, it’s so that we can show people our heritage and show people where we came from and show people that we are good and we are here and we are not going anywhere and it is our town.
Organizational Grand Marshal
Gay & Lesbian Switchboard Houston

1993

The March on Washington for Lesbian, Gay, and Bi Equal Rights and Liberation was a large political rally that took place in Washington, D.C. on April 25, 1993. Organizers estimated 1,000,000 attended the March. This was backed up by estimates by the D.C. police, that put the number between 800,000 and more than 1 million attendees.[1] The National Park Service estimated attendance at 300,000,[2] however this estimate was found my many agencies to be so far off that they endured much ridicule and shortly thereafter stopped issuing any official estimates for events.[1]
Platform and Demands [edit]
March organizers set forth seven primary demands, each with supplemental secondary demands. The primary demands are as follows:
· We demand passage of a lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender civil rights bill and an end to discrimination by state and federal governments including the military; repeal of all sodomy laws and other laws that criminalize private sexual expression between consenting adults.
· We demand massive increase in funding for AIDS education, research, and patient care; universal access to health care including alternative therapies; and an end to sexism in medical research and health care.
· We demand legislation to prevent discrimination against lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgender people in the areas of family diversity, custody, adoption and foster care and that the definition of family includes the full diversity of all family structures.
· We demand full and equal inclusion of lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgender people in the educational system, and inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies in multicultural curricula.
· We demand the right to reproductive freedom and choice, to control our own bodies, and an end to sexist discrimination.
· We demand an end to racial and ethnic discrimination in all forms.
· We demand an end to discrimination and violent oppression based on actual or perceived sexual orientation, identification, race, religion, identity, sex and gender expression, disability, age, class, AIDS/HIV infection.[4]

1993 Out & Proud
Grand Marshals
	Brian Bradley 
	Carolyn Mobley
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Adan Rios
Organizational Grand Marshal
	PFLAG Houston

Marshal
	Q-Patrol

Carolyn Mobley
One of the most visible differences or changes in the GLBT scene has been the increased coming together of the various segments of our community.  It felt and seemed really divided in 1990 when I came.  Women didn’t want to do much with men, men didn’t want to deal much with women, Blacks didn’t want to do anything with European Americans.  It was very isolating, everything was segregated, literally.  I have seen us all rally behind our transgender sisters and brothers, that that community has really come to life in the twelve years that I have been here and found their place at the GLBT table.  Just the fact that we use those letters, instead of saying Gay and Lesbian all the time means that we are really conscious of each other.
Honorary Grand Marshal
Adan Rios
Organizational Grand Marshal
PFLAG Houston

1994

1994 HouStoneWall 25
Grand Marshals
	Jay Allen
	Cicely Wynne
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Claire Koepsel
Organizational Grand
Jay Allen
Back when I was first coming out, two men could not dance together in any club, in a straight club. Now, I have a number of friends who are in their twenties and they go out with all of their straight friends and go out on the Richmond Avenue strip and they go out to all of the straight clubs and they dance with their boyfriends and in fact a lot of them have stopped coming into the Montrose area because they say they have as much fun at the straight clubs and they spend all their time with their friends.  And I think that is a huge improvement of the acceptance level in this country.

Cicely Wynne
Worked on Annise Parker’s Campaigns ‘91, ‘95, ‘97.  On a campaign you do a bit of everything but I did a lot with the media and publications because I had done that for years with the Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus.  I had done a bunch of newsletters and press releases, so I was like one of the gay media people.  I carried that on to her office where I do a lot of media and publications and the website and speeches and committee work as well as all kinds of other stuff.  We all do a little bit of everything but mine is mainly the journalistic side of the office.  When gay people call and they need with a police matter or something, I can help them more than other people in our office.  Plus they know that we are they, they can call us and they trust us.  That is a tremendous asset that we didn’t have before.  We have a place at the table; we can share it with the community.  We represent everyone but we have a place at the table, we have the power to do things inside to help people that we didn’t have before and I am very proud of that.


1994: Launch of OutSmart Magazine 
While there were GLBT newspapers and magazines in Houston long before OutSmart, most were just vehicles for sexually explicit ads. (Remember TWIT anybody?) OutSmartwas Houston's first glossy cover monthly magazine serving the GLBT community that didn't focus on ads of muscular guys suggestively tugging down their bikini underwear or page after page of 'muscle stimulation' massage listings. (Hair Balls notes that the Houston Press proudly has such listings in our print issue.) Under the direction of publisher Greg Jeu, OutSmart does sprinkle in some eye-candy, but it's not the focus of the magazine; instead, it covers local news and politics, social issues and national entertainment. (What a concept!) 
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Honorary Grand Marshal
Claire Koepsel
Organizational Grand Marshal
Q-Patrol


1995

1995 Silence to Celebration
Grand Marshals
	Suzanne Anderson
	Don Gill
	Annella Harrison
Organizational Grand Marshal
	H.A.T.C.H.

Suzanne Anderson
I was surprised to be Grand Marshal in “95 because I always felt that the community was more conservative than I, and in fact when I was selected grand marshal, I thought, well I am just not being enough on the edge.  That’s when I changed all of our advertisements from Suzanne Anderson Properties Houston’s Lesbian and Gay Community to Houston’s Lesbian, Gay, Bi and  Transgender Community, because I thought, well the community must have caught up and that is not fun.

Don Gill
I put together a roast and toast for Marvin Davis who worked for the City of Houston Health Department, he was also Lady Victoria Lust, and so people came up and said, “That was the best organized event that we have ever had at this location, that is how _________ got started.
Honorary Grand Marshal
Annella Harrison
Organizational Grand Marshal
H.A.T.C.H.

1996

1996 Pride Knows No Borders
Grand Marshals
	Bill Havard
	Jeanette Vaughn
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Jack Abercia
Organizational Grand Marshal
	The Royal Sovereign, and Imperial Court of the Single Star


1997
The highlight of the event is the parade which is held in the evening after sunset since 1997 (which was arranged by then-Houston City Councilmember Annise Parker where a parade ordinance was revised). Because the event is held at night, the various floats and surroundings are creatively illuminated by the various participants.
1997 Glowing with Pride
Grand Marshals
	Deborah Bell
	Jimmy Carper
Organizational Grand Marshal
	Krewe of Olympus

1998
Holocaust Museum Houston presents "Homosexuals & The Holocaust", a slide
presentation and lecture, by Warren J. Blumenfeld, Wednesday, December 2,
1998, 7:00pm, in the Josef & Edith Mincberg Gallery, Holocaust Museum
Houston - 5401 Caroline Street.

Professor Blumenfeld's presentation places the Nazi atrocities against
homosexuals in its historical perspective. He is editor of "Homophobia:
How We All Pay The Price", and is co-producer of the documentary film "Pink
Triangles".

This program is held in conjunction with the nationally recognized Day
Without Art to promote AIDS awareness, and is supported by the AIDS
Foundation Houston and PFlag Houston.

1998 Unified, Diversified, Electrified
Grand Marshals
	Bob Bouton
	Jackie Doval
	Barbara Winston
Organizational Grand Marshal
	Texas Gay Rodeo Association
Bob Bouton
The importance of Pride to me has always been that there are more of us than you see.  Even if that is the only day of the year that you see them, there is the knowledge that there are thousands of people out there that in a sense are just like them.  You are not alone in this world.  You are not the only person who has a problem, you are not the only person who may have been pushed out by your family, you are not the only person who may have been rejected by someone.  But there are literally thousands of other people that are right there for you, it is an extension of your own family, it’s a new family if you need it to be.
Jackie Doval
My focus now is supportive of families and adoptive families and friends and family.  Hearts and Triangles, Gay parents.

Texas Gay Rodeo Association
First Texas Gay Rodeo takes place on the first week-end of November in a rodeo arena in Simonton, about 40 miles west of Houston. 1984

1999
TEXAS LESBIAN CONFERENCE NOW HAS WEBSITE

The address for the Texas Lesbian Conference web
page is http://www.cyberramp.net/~tlcinc

May 21-May 23, 1999

TLC '99 - Visualizing the Future of Women


Irv Smith
++++++++++++++++++++++

P-FLAG visits Chronicle Editorial Board

The Houston Chronicle's Editorial Board graciously accepted P-FLAG's request
for a visit in which the mission of our organization would be explained. On
Tuesday 26 January, the following people responded per Susan Upchurch's
request: Pat Rickey, Roger Donley, Sue & Jim Null, and Jane & Irv Smith.

We met on a Chronicle Building 10th (Executive) floor conference room with
eight of the 16 Editorial Board members: Clyde Peterson, Frank Michel, James
Gibbons, David Langworthy, Bill Coulter, Judy Minshew, James Campbell and
Jane
Ely.

Pat served as group leader, and all of us spoke from time to time -- getting
across just about everything on our collective agendas in the one hour
allotted to P-FLAG. And, we managed to do this without invoking too much
negativism on our part against either religious extremists or political
conservatives. The Chronicle editors were attentive, took notes, and asked
good questions.

Pat started the meeting by telling a brief history of P-FLAG. Listed below
in
no particular order, the following topics were covered -- sometimes in
response to a question and other times segued into by a P-FLAG'er eager to
introduce a new point:

ENDA and employment discrimination
Hate Crimes and proposed legislation
Gay adoption and custody issues
Repealing the sodomy law
School matters including Title IV and other financial ramifications
Our three "Healing the Hurt" conferences and the planned HTH'99 one
Speaker's Bureau (brochure given)
Helpline and support needs
Teen suicide
H.A.T.C.H.
Billboards
Coming-out issues
How we (parents attending) adjusted to our offspring coming out
Percentage of gays in society and validity of Kinsey's data
American Psychological Assn., etc., positions
Reparative therapy (i.e., "Cure" through prayer)
Style Book specification against term "sexual preference"
Pejorative implications of term "gay lifestyle"
Moms and Dads Go To Washington
Lobbying in Washington and Austin
A plug for Deb Price or other gay-issue columnist
Thanks for balanced or even favorable coverage of some gay issues

About the only topics not covered were AIDS, gay marriage, and the "BT" half
of P-FLAG's big tent. But by extension, all of the points we made in favor
of
Equal Rights for Lesbian and Gay Americans would also serve the interests of
the latter folks.

1999
Pride, Power & Pizzazz
Grand Marshals
	Sean Carter
	Nancy Ford
Organizational Grand Marshal
	Colt 45’s

Grand Marshals
Sean Carter
The biggest part that especially my generation and the younger generation needs to understand about Pride over the last twenty five years is that it has brought us to where we are today.  I mean we have sitcoms and TV shows that have gay characters, we have gay politicians.  It would have never happened if Stonewall wouldn’t of happened and our celebration of that event, it amazes me how some younger people don’t even know why we celebrate Pride and I think that is one thing that 
we need to constantly educate our community, not even just the younger generation, some of the older generation too kind of forget where we started from. But the last twenty five years of celebrating pride and knowing who we are, and being proud and out has helped get us where we are.  We are a very successful community, and the world is seeing that we are just everyday people that are kind of good at what we do and we are very successful.  Pride over the past twenty five years has helped  bring us all to where we are today.
Nancy Ford
It is important to be able to laugh in the face of adversity, and honey I have had some adversity, sometimes my jokes are corny and sometimes they are not on target but if a few people laugh and it’s made their day better then I’m happy whether it’s on stage or if they are reading my column in Texas Triangle.  If I can touch somebody, if I can make somebody think, actually if I can piss somebody off then that is okay too.  I hope it has been a worthwhile contribution, that is all that I can do. 
Organizational Grand Marshal
Colt 45’s

2000
Take Pride, Take Joy, Take Action
Grand Marshals
	Richard Weiderholt
Honorary Grand Marshal 
Don Sinclair
Tori Williams
Organizational Grand Marshal
	People With AIDS Coalition Houston

Tori Williams
It sounded like a light-weight project, you know, you are working with pets and here you have people who are dying within six months of diagnosis.  But what the Pet Patrol did is: 1 It took care of animals who needed help.  These folks were often dividing their own medication because they didn’t have the money to pay for their AZT, they didn’t have money to pay for their drugs. They didn’t have money to pay for heartworm treatments or vet visits, all those things, so one, it simply made sure that  a lot of animals in our community got their basic health needs met.  What that did in return is, it helped people with AIDS by alleviating an area of incredible stress for them.  It made sure that someone with AIDS had companionship, because I think our pets are often more faithful and loyal to us sometimes and sometimes they are our longest relationships in our life is our pets that we have had eighteen years versus our 23 girlfriend or boyfriend or whatever.  And the last thing about it is it brought a lot of straight people into the community who said, “I don’t know anything about AIDS, I don’t think I’ve met a gay person before but I do understand pets and I’d be willing to go in and help somebody to take care of their pet.  And when they began to do that, and they sat down and got to know a person with HIV, a gay person, they became incredible friends and suddenly, these Pet Patrol people, volunteers, became incredible advocates and joined the whole movement in the fight against AIDS and they were the most outspoken, dedicated crusaders in the fight against AIDS. 
Honorary Grand Marshal
Don Sinclair
Organizational Grand Marshal
People With AIDS Coalition Houston
2001
Embrace Diversity
Grand Marshals
	Mitchell Katine
	Dalia Stokes
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Blake & Gordon Weisser
Organizational Grand Marshal
	PFLAG Houston

I think a lot of people feel very disenfranchised, on Pride night you will see faces that you have never seen before, you’ll see tens of thousands, hundreds of thousands of people and I think it gives them courage in fact I have had several people tell me that. You know, thank me for being Marshal and tell me that it was so heartening to them and I think that they appreciated that my family participated. That that was heartening to them because they have small children or their parent is gay or something.
Honorary Grand Marshal
Blake & Gordon Weisser
Organizational Grand Marshal
PFLAG Houston

2002
Pride Worldwide
Grand Marshals
	Mela Contreras
	Rusty Mueller
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Jane & Irv Smith
Organizational Grand Marshal
	Gay & Lesbian Switchboard

Mela Contreras
I got interested in the bar one day, I was just sitting in a bar, I was about 24, there were a lot of Hispanic women in there and we wanted to hear our music and unfortunately, back then, not to offend anyone but there was not a Hispanic bar and we wanted to hear a couple of songs and they put them on there but they wouldn’t stay very long, that is what inspired me to want to open a bar, it was back in 1980, it was a place on West Gray that I opened and it was a neighborhood straight bar and it took me about a year to turn into a gay bar.
Rusty Mueller
Even with the funding that a lot of them get from the government and that type thing there is still never enough, there are still people out there that need our help and this is the way that I can do it. If I can get out there on stage, raise some money, help other people raise money for people that need it, then I have accomplished something.
Honorary Grand Marshal
Jane & Irv Smith
Organizational Grand Marshal
Gay & Lesbian Switchboard

2003

2003: Lawrence v Texas 539 U.S. 558 
In 1998 Harris County Sheriff's Deputy J. R. Quinn arrested Pasadena resident John Lawrence for having anal sex in his home with an adult consenting male. Quinn was responding to a bogus call about an intruder. After finding Lawrence and his partner committing sodomy, Quinn arrested them for violating Chapter 21, Sec. 21.06 of the Texas Penal Code which prohibits someone from engaging "in deviant sexual intercourse with another individual of the same sex." Lawrence took the case to the U.S. Supreme Court in 2002, where the law was struck down as unconstitutional.
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Author of Ex-Gay Expose To Read Tonight at the Community Center!
< Prev  Next > 
Top of Form
Posted on Houston Activist Network
Thu Oct 23, 2003 8:34 am  |


Join me tonight at 7 p.m. for a free reading by Wayne Besen, author of the
new book "Anything But Straight: Unmasking the Scandals and Lies Behind the
Ex-Gay Myth," at the Houston GLBT Community Center (3400 Montrose Blvd.,
Suite 207).

Wayne will read from his book and then participate in a question-and-answer
session.

For a preview, check out the excerpt from "Anything But Straight" in the
October OutSmart (on a newsstand near you or at www.outsmartmagazine.com).

The Houston GLBT Community and PFLAG Houston are sponsoring this event,
which is open to the public.

Cultural Coach: Try to listen, learn about other gay rights viewpoints
< Prev  Next > 
Top of Form
Fri Oct 3, 2003 11:39 am Houston Activist Network Posting


http://www.chron.com/cs/CDA/ssistory.mpl/features/2133873

Oct. 3, 2003

Try to listen, learn about other gay rights viewpoints

By LINDA S. WALLACE

READERS from as far away as England weighed in on the column about Sue
Null, the Houston mom turned gay rights activist who wishes the world would
afford her lesbian daughter and gay son the same rights it provides her
heterosexual children.

More than a few of you exercised your right to disagree with me, and with
Null.

Submit questions related to race, ethnicity, sexual orientation or physical
differences to culturalcoach@... or The Cultural Coach, P.O. Box
58364-8364, Philadelphia, PA 19102.

A mom's tough question to her daughter: Are you gay?
Top of Form

Bottom of Form
Posted By:
Houston Gay Activist Network
Fri Sep 12, 2003 5:02 am  |

        Back in March, Linda S. Wallace wrote a column on "Dos and Don'ts on Dealing with African-Americans."  I wrote her with suggestions for "Dos and Don'ts on Dealing with GLBTs."  That will be the topic of next week's Chronicle column, but in the meantime, after an hour long telephone interview from Phildelphia, she ended up with this second story.

HoustonChronicle.com -- http://www.HoustonChronicle.com | Section: Houston Lifestyle & Features 

Sept. 11, 2003, 7:03PM

2003
Silver Celebration
Grand Marshals
	All former Grand Marshals honored

2004

2004
Pride as Big as Texas
Grand Marshals
	Sonna Alton
	Jerry Simoneaux
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Sue & Jim Null
Organizational Grand Marshal
	Lesbian Gay Right Lobby of Texas

2005

Dear Houston Friends,
Some of you may remember PFLAG Houston's billboards a few years ago with the messages of "Hate Hurts, "Safe Schools," and "Unconditional Love."  GLBT people happily commented that it was so affirming to pass those signs on the highway.

We now have a mini-version: "Unconditional Love: Keeping Families Together" is the message being carried on advertising signs in nearly 1100 METRO buses in the Houston Metropolitan Area.

These "bus cards," displayed as a public service by METRO for at least three months (November-January, and hopefully, longer) were conceived and produced by the Houston chapter of PFLAG.

Ron Dupre, chapter president, said, "Our primary goal is to reach out to those communities which we are not now reaching effectively, particularly the African American and Hispanic communities.  We also hope that this message will go out not only to family members and friends, but also to members of the GLBT community as an affirmation of themselves."  Sue Null, secretary, added, "PFLAG is as much for the GLBT community as it is for their families and friends.  We warmly welcome all gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people who may not realize how important they are to PFLAG."

Partial funding for the printing of the METRO bus signs has come from the Kellett Foundation, the Krewe of Olympus, the Hollyfield Foundation, and from individuals in both the GLBT and straight communities.  Much appreciated additional donations from the community may be mailed to PFLAG Houston, P.O. Box 66834, Houston, TX 77266-6834.

If you haven't seen the bus cards yet, jump on METRO briefly the next time one stops by you, and you'll be happily pleased to see yourself on the bus.         Sue Null, PFLAG Houston  

2005
Equal Rights! No more! No Less!
Grand Marshals
	Weldon Hickey
	Deb Murphey
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Dennis & Evelyn Schave
Organizational Grand Marshal
	Bayou City Boys Club

 
2006

2006
Say It Out Loud
Grand Marshals
	Phyllis Randolph Frye
August 12th 1980 Due to the extraordinary work of Phyllis Randolph-Frye Houston city ordinance 28.42.4, criminalizing cross dressing, is repealed.
	Ray Ramirez	
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Rev. Marilyn Meeker-Williams
Organizational Grand Marshal
	Bunnies on the Bayou


2007
Lone Star Pride
Grand Marshals
	Jack Valinski
	Maria Gonzalez
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Garnet Coleman
Organizational Grand Marshal
	The Imperial Court of Houston

Founded 1984 The Imperial Court of the Single Star (now The Royal, Sovereign, Imperial Court of the Single Star of Houston, Inc.) founded -  Lonnie C. McElwain aka Laura Lee Love
FOUNDER Of R.S.I.C.S.S.
EMPRESS I & II - GRAND MAMERE FOR LIFE
The Empire of the Royal Sovereign and Imperial Court of the Single Star of Houston, Incorporated.
I had a dream of using my talents as a female impersonator in a way that would help others.
After Jose I, The Widow Norton, asked me to start a court in Houston, that dream became
a reality. I worked, watched, and cried a lot as this group grew from less than ten members
to the seventy-plus dedicated individuals we have today. Through the laughter and the tears,
we have seen RSICSS become a very recognized organization within our Houston community
and a respected segment of ICS. 
Our Mission
The purpose of the Corporation is: to sponsor, support, and promote community charitable and educational programs and efforts; to promote and recognize community leaders; and to promote harmony among the people in the community.

2008
We are Family
Grand Marshals
	Dalton DeHart 
	Julie Eberly
Honorary Grand Marshal
	
	Kelly McCann
Organizational Grand Marshal
	AIDS Foundation Houston, Inc


2009
Out 4 Justice
Grand Marshals
	James Knapp
	Fiona Dawson
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Linda & Mike Bratsen
Organizational Grand Marshal
	Legacy Community Healthcare

2010
Pride Not Prejudice
Grand Marshals
	Gary Wood
	Carol Wyatt
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Ann Robison
Organizational Grand Marshal
	Montrose Counseling Center
Community Grand Marshal 
	Mayor Annise Parker
Celebrity Grand Marshal
	Andy Cohen

2011
Montrose Remembrance Garden - Dedication - July 28, 2011
*** IN MEMORIAM *** (chronologically)
Stanley Sinclair
Fred Paez
Dale Sweat
Marion Pantzer
Charles Hebert
Jose 'Chema' Silva
Thomas Hammerton
Paul Broussard
Juan Manuel Miyar-Laris
Phillip Smith
Michael Burzinski
Fred Mangione
Marc Kajs
Laaron Morris
Kevin Tryals
Steve Dwayne Garcia
Bryan Chadwicke Goode
Julia Carrizales
Darin 'Brandi' Honeycutt
Francisco Javier Luna
Nathan Mayoral
Bibi Barajas
Michael Charles Hurd
Kendrick 'Cinnamon' Perry
Ross Allyn
Randy Wilson
Christina Smith
Kenneth Cummings Jr.
Noel Daniel Davis
Myra Chanel Ical
Gypsy Rodriguez
Asher Brown
Joshua Wilkerson
Aaron Scheerhoorn
NeNe Davis
Unknown Victims

2011 Live, Love, Be
Grand Marshals
	Bryan Hlavinka
	Tammi Wallace	
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Duane & Judy Roland
Organizational Grand Marshal
	The GLBT Community Center
Celebrity Grand Marshal
	Jonathan D. Lovitz

2012
Live Out Proud
Grand Marshals
Nicolas Brines
Jenifer Rene Pool
Honorary Grand Marshal
Council Member Ellen Cohen
Community Grand Marshal 
Toro, mascot of the Houston Texans
Celebrity Grand Marshal
Madison Hildebrand

2013
Pride Unleashed
Grand Marshals
	John Nechman
	Robin Brown
Ally Grand Marshal
	Januari Leo
Honorary Grand Marshal
	Frank Billingsley
Celebrity Grand Marshals
	Jaymes & James
John Nechman
Influenced by Ray Hill at the Anita Bryant Protest:
“Our family had gone to Chinatown for dinner that night,” Nechman recalls. “Driving home, conservative talk show host Jon Matthews came onto the car radio and started talking about the gay mob that had descended on the Hyatt.” Nechman’s father quickly changed the radio station. When they arrived home, twelve-year-old Nechman ran to his room and took his transistor radio into the closet to hear the news reports. “I heard Ray Hill addressing the crowd that had gathered by City Hall,” he remembers.
 Nechman has been a strong leader in the fight for immigration rights for the LGBT community. Although he cheered the 2010 abolition of the U.S. travel ban on HIV-positive individuals, he emphasizes that there is still much to do. “People have little idea how much the gay community has been hassled by Customs officials over the years,” Nechman says.
Nechman was present for the oral arguments in the two 
most famous Supreme Court cases in the past decade that affected the gay community. In 2003, he was John Lawrence’s “bodyguard” duringLawrence v. Texas. And in March of this year he was present for the marriage equality Proposition 8 hearings. He’s not sure how the justices will decide, but he hopes to be celebrating when this year’s Pride Parade moves down Westheimer.



Whatever you consider important beyond this page needs to find a place on the timeline.  
 


Mitchell Katine
A member of the AIDS Equity League. This was the first local group to step
forward and become involved in precedent-setting HIV decisions for Texans.

From the Rice University Community Research Project
1  Allen, Jay
2  Alsbrooks, Ruston
3  Anderson, Kevin
4  Anderson, Suzanne
5  Arcos, Rob
6  Arning, Bill
7  Atwood, Jerry
8  Bagby, (Clarence) Burton
9  Baggott, Terrance (Terry)
10  Banks, Kris
11  Beauregard, Max
12  Bell, Deborah
13  Berel-Harrop, Sarah
14  Brewton, Gary
15  Brines, Nick
16  Butler, Hiram
17  Campbell, Jeffrey
18  Cantú, Rene
19  Carroll, Jill
20  Carroll, Tony
21  Case, Kim
22  Cloud, Rosemary
23  Coleman, Marion
24  Collins, Mike
25  Cummings, Delma
26  Dawson, Fiona
27  Dawson, Shawn
28  DeHart, Dalton
29  Doclar, Charlotte
30  Doyle, JD
31  Edwards-Foster, Vanessa
32  Eversmeyer, Arden
33  Fagan, David
34  Feece, Yvonne
36  Flanigan, Denis "Woodja"
37  Ford, Nancy
38  Freeman, Noel
39  Frye, Phyllis Randolph
40  Garces, Daniel
41  Garrett, Donna
42  Gill, Don
43  Gonzalez, Maria
44  Gorczynski, Christina
45  Guillory, Paul
46  Hammerle, Sean
47  Harrington, Lee
48  Heinzerling, John
49  Hickey, Weldon
50  Hill, Ray
51  Hlavinka, Bryan
52  Hoke, Reed
53  Houser, Esther
54  Huffer, Sally
55  Humphries, John
56  James, Liz
57  Katine, Mitchell
58  Kirkland, Steven
59  Levy, Ryan
60  Lovell, Sue
61  Mandel, Barry
62  Manouse, Ernie
63  Martinez, Alex
64  Martinez, Cristina
65  Mays, Jessica
66  McCann, Kelly
67  McClurg, Henry
68  Meier, Stacey Colt
69  Miles, Derick
70  Murphy, Deb
71  Muse, Vance
72  Nechman, John
73  Odom, Brad
74  Oliver, Julia
75  Palmer, John
76  Parker, Annise
77  Pool, Jenifer Rene
78  Redmond, Dionne
79  Renteria, Anita
80  Roberts, Monica
81  Robison, Ann
82  Roddy, Lilly
83  Rodriguez, Iris
84  Rook, Sara
85  Rose, Vivian
86  Salinas, Kristian
87  Schmitt, Christopher
88  Schroeder, Lorraine
89  Skinner, Colen
90  Smith, Bruce
91  Stabler, Meghan
92  Thibaudeau, Eva
93  Tittsworth, Josephine
94  Valinski, Jack
95  Vergel, Nelson
96  Wallace, Tammi
97  Walters, Fred
98  Walwyn, Des
99  Watson, Lucy
100  Weaver, Lou
101  Williams, Cristan
102  Williams, Tori
103  Wolf, Brandon
104  Wyatt, Carol
105  Zuckerbrod, Stewart



From the Core Holdings at various archives
1. 1977 NOW Conference This conference marked one of the first moments of mass lesbian visibility in the United States (see the work of anthropologist Scott Morgensen). Especially striking was the dramatic release of rainbow colored balloons from the floor of the Astrodome. 1985 
2. Referendum on Same-Sex Benefits for City Employees This referendum was passed in January 1985, reversing a 1984 city council approved policy of same-sex domestic partner benefits for city employees. The passage was a devastating blow to the GLBT rights movement in Houston, placing the Political Caucus on the defensive for many years. 
3. After Hours Radio Show One of two long running LGBT radio shows on KPFT 90.1 fm. Started in 1988, it broadcasts news, current events, special & local guests and even round table discussions with a little music scattered into the mix. This show has been a mainstay of late night listeners. 
4. Anita Bryant Includes copies of the Press Packet that was prepared for the protests to her appearance in Houston; photos. – Once an advertising representative for Florida orange growers, Bryant spent much of her time denouncing gays and lesbians. When she visited Houston there was a rally against her and her beliefs. Holdings from Houston ARCH would complement existing collections: HPL has Negatives from Houston Post pictures of event. 
5. Annise Parker Some news articles stored and folded, fair to good condition; photos and political buttons in excellent condition. – Annise Parker was the first openly lesbian political figure to be successfully elected in Houston. She has served three terms on City Council, and is finishing her third term as City Controller. RE-elected for third term as Mayor 2013.
6. Asians and Friends Organizations like Asians and Friends, among others, indicate a characteristic facet of Houston’s diversity. http://www.asiansandfriendshouston.com/site/ 
7. Assistance Fund Long-running AIDS Service Organization, merged in 2006 with Montrose Clinic to become Legacy Community Health Services.
8. Bayou City Boys Club See also Ray Rameriz papers. – A significant AIDS/HIV fundraising organization, Bayou City Boys' Club began as a private party that morphed into Jungle, an annual dance party that still attracts people from across TX and beyond. They host many additional fundraisers throughout the year. http://www.junglehouston.com/History.htm
9. Body Positive In 1988 Local Houston physicians and Nelson Vergel established Body Positive in response to the growing number of people living with HIV.
10. Brian Keever A Houston-area activist, Keever was a member of the leather community as well as a drag queen. He was active in the Political Caucus and the Pride Committee mid to late 1980s. He also instigated getting NAMES Project Quilt to come to Houston on its first National Tour in 1988.
11. Broussard Murder Paul Broussard was murdered in Montrose in 1991 by a gang of 10 youths from the Woodlands. His case was the centerpiece of dissertation by John Aston, Ph.D., Professor in the Department of Education at Southwest Texas State University. See http://www.outsmartmagazine.com/issue/i07-01/broussard.html
12. Bunnies on the Bayou Begun in 1979 as a private party, it became a successful Easter fundraiser that was crucial in Houston LGBT response to HIV/AIDS - http://www.bunniesonthebayou.org/
13. CATS (Community Awareness for Transgender Support) CATS Support Group Handbook, 26 pages, circa 2000 (NOTE: Transgender periodicals collection includes the only three issues of CATS News that were published)
14. Colt 45’s Formed in 1976, the Colt 45's are a fundraising group that over time came to focus primarily on helping people with HIV/AIDS in Houston. They take great pride in the fact that 100% of their proceeds goes to charity recipients. http://www.colt45s.org/
15. Dalton DeHart Dalton DeHart purchased his first 35 mm camera in 1978 and started taking photos around the community at various events. Prior to purchasing his first digital camera, Dalton had shot over 12,370 rolls of film throughout the community. http://www.daltondehart.com/home_flash.html
16. Dave Bryant Mixed; personal papers, diaries, invitation lists; much in 3 ring binders, some of it water damaged during Hurricane Allison. – Bryant was a lawyer for Texas Gay Task Force. Returned to TX after living in CA for a while. Connected to many players in Houston LGBT politics, including Jack Valinski.
17. Day of Remembrance, Houston "Remembering Our Dead began as an annual Houston event in 1999 through the efforts of Vanessa Edwards Foster. Until 2005, the Day of Remembrance was held on the steps of Houston's City Hall. In 2005, The Transgender Unity Committee became the main organizing body for the Houston Transgender Day of Remembrance; since then, it has been held at the Holocaust Museum. http://tgdor.org/
18. Dianas A community fundraiser that started out as a private party for the Oscars, the Dianas morphed over time into a lavish production that spoofed the famous awards.
19. Dignity Since 1974, LGBT Catholics have found Dignity to be a safe haven for worship, away from the pointing fingers of the ‘straight’ community and those who run the Church.
20. Erickson Educational Foundation Good; includes the full set of six known informational booklets published by the Erickson Foundation. Some are stamped, "Distributed by the Janus Information facility, University of Texas Medical Branch Galveston, TX 77550 by permission of the Erickson Education Foundation which closed Febrary 1977"; note that OCLC holding institutions for each pamphlet varies from 4-10 – Reed Erickson was born as Rita Alma Erickson in El Paso, Texas, on October 13, 1917. in 1962, Erickson inherited a major interest in the family enterprises, Schuylkill Products Co., Inc., and Schuylkill Lead Corp., and ran them successfully until selling them to Arrow Electronics in 1969 for approximately $5 million. In 1963 Erickson became a patient of Dr. Harry Benjamin and began the process of transitioning and living as Reed Erickson. Erickson's official name change took place in 1963 with the sex change following in 1965, setting legal precedent in the state of Louisiana. In 1964 he launched the Erickson Educational Foundation (EEF), a nonprofit philanthropic organization funded and controlled entirely by Erickson himself. The Erickson Educational Foundation's stated goals were "to provide assistance and support in areas where human potential was limited by adverse physical, mental or social conditions, or where the scope of research was too new, controversial or imaginative to receive traditionally oriented support." However, the main centre of Erickson's attention through the EEF was transsexualism. The Janus Information Facility of Galveston & San Francisco, 1977- 1980, was supported by funds from the EEF.
21. Gary van Ooteghem Papers On August 1, 1975, van Ooteghem went before the Harris County Commissioners’ Court to speak out about gay rights, as well as come out publicly about his own homosexuality. That move cost him his job as the Harris County comptroller. Known for his ability to lead a meeting, van Ooteghem was active in EPAH, and many other organizations.
22. Gay Men’s Chorus / Women’s Chorus / Bayou City Performing Arts Originally called the "Montrose Singers" in the late 70’s, the Chorus was a group of men [and later women] who perform several concerts throughout the year strictly for their love of music. The different groups joined to form Bayou City Performing Arts.
23. GCAM Video History Series In both the Main St and Community Center locations, GCAM held quarterly video taping sessions called “Fourth Sunday History Series” where they would interview various community figures or organizations in a quiet setting with an audience
24. GCTC (Gulf Coast Transgender Community) Texas Transgender periodicals collection includes four issues of the GCTC Transmission Line) – Founded circa 1984 as an organization separate from the crossdressing group of Tri-Delta, the Houston chapter of Tri-Ess (Society for the Second Self).
25. Gene Harrington A law professor at TSU, Harrington was active in the community for many years, and very generous in the community: he never threw a party in his home that he didn’t ‘require’ donations for food pantry as an entrance ‘fee’.
26. GLBT Chamber of Commerce A significant economic force in the LGBT community, hosted a GLBT business expo for some years (Empower!) at the George R Brown convention center.
27. HATCH Formed in 1987, HATCH gives teens a chance to be themselves in a safe environment that features outreach and education.
28. Hospitals and HIV/AIDS Houston was at the front lines of HIV response, with the first printed safe-sex pamphlet, and cutting edge hospital and dental services.
29. HACS (Houston Area Community Services)
30. Houston GLBT Political Caucus The nation’s oldest gay political caucus, formerly known Houston Gay Political Coalition, The Houston GLBT Political Caucus has played a decisive role in Houstonian, Texan, and national elections, including that of Houston Mayor Kathy Whitmire.
31. Houston Transgender Unity Committee Formed in 1994, HTUC is an umbrella organization that has provided a common platform for various transsexual, cross-dressing, and transgender groups and individuals. The Committee is responsible for hosting the annual Unity Banquet (that began 1992). (NOTE: Beginning in 2005 the Unity Committee also took over the annual Transgender Day of Remembrance event.)
32. Houston Voice The now defunct weekly paper went through a number of management changes, reflecting the economies of scale that have shaped the national GLBT publication scene. Formerly the Montrose Star, then the Montrose Voice, then the Houston Voice, then bought by Window Media, the Eclipse was folded into it, then emerged from it a separate magazine, then both folded.
33. Institute for Immunological Disorders In 1986, the first all-AIDS hospital in the country opened in Houston called the Institute for Immunological Disorders. It closed shortly thereafter, but was an influential model around the country.
34. Integrity / Interact/Houston Integrity in this case is not the Episcopal group, but the original name of an activist group that formed in Houston and which later took on temporary ownership of the Texas Gay Archives collection at one point before it became part of the Botts collection at RMCC. To avoid confusion with the Episcopal group, it later changed it's name to Interact/Houston.
35. Integrity An international organization for LGBT Episcopalians where they could worship without judgement from the Anglican church.
36. International Gay Bowling  Organization (IGBO)Bowling league formed in 1980 for both men and women – mens, womens, & mixed – which competes in local, national and international tournaments.
37. Jack Jackson Born in Africa, Jackson was a very prominent fundraiser for Montrose Counseling Center, especially through the annual Bringin' In the Green benefit. The recipient of many awards from groups such as Black Tie, Imperial Court of Houston, GCAM, he was also honored as Pride Grand Marshal in 1991
38. Krewe of Olympus - Texas Originally established in New Orleans, the Krewe was moved to Houston by a small group headed by Ben Jones & Bill Walters. The Krewe is currently celebrating its 37th year. NEED DATES
39. Larry Butler Larry Butler was involved in a number of Houston LGBT organizations, and was an avid amateur photographer. His collection includes several years of complete sets of photographs of entries in the Pride parade.
40. Lawrence v. Texas (2002) This landmark 2003 US Supreme Court case struck down the TX sodomy statute.
41. LUEY 37 years ago the Houston Council of Clubs started "Let Us Entertain You" as a week-long celebration [technically Mardi Gras in Houston], in an effort to promote camaraderie among local groups, clubs & individuals.  NEED DATES
42. Marion Coleman Early activist in Houston and, as a printing company owner, met many members of the community and collected much history. Also connections to Republican Party and Log Cabin Republicans.
43. Mayor Louie Welch Welch was mayor of Houston from 1964-1973. He ran for re-election in 1985 against the incumbent Kathy Whitmire. During that campaign, he became infamous for his gaffe about his solution for HIV, "shoot the Queers". His comment spawned the creation of the “Louie Don’t Shoot” T- Shirt campaign.
44. MCC Resurrection MCC is one of the leading churches in the open and affirming movement to accept LGBT worshipers.
45. Men of All Colors Together A national organization promoting visibility and understanding of cross-racial same-sex couples, Men of All Colors together focused particularly on black and white couples.
46. Miss Camp America Started in 1969 by Pat Petty and his lover David in their living room, Miss Camp America's original purpose was to bring camp and drag into the picture to mimic the real pageant. It took off as a fundraiser, became a 501c3, and ultimately raised thousands of dollars each year for various local charities over its 36-year history.
47. Montrose Activity Center A precursor to the current GLBT Community Center, the Montrose Activity Center reflected a time when the IRS would not give 501c3 status to organizations that included "gay" in their titles.
48. Montrose Clinic Formed in 1970's out of Town Meeting I, the Montrose Clinic later merged with Assistance Fund to become Legacy Community Health Services.
49. Montrose Counseling Center Formed out of the historic Town Meeting I in 1978, the Montrose Counseling Center has provided mental and preventative health care for 30 years, and has been a national leader in LGBT social services.
50. Montrose Gem Published by Henry McClurg every 2 weeks, the GEM (Gay Entertainment Magazine) took up the slack for local printed LGBT news when the Voice and TWT started to falter.
51. Montrose Softball League The Montrose Softball League started in 1980 to promote the game to any and everyone who wanted to play, but especially for LGBT players. The League offers several divisions of competition, and hosts regional and national tournaments.
52. Montrose TV Montrose TV aired on cable access for almost two years of weekly episodes, some of which were narrated by Suzanne Anderson. Those episodes feature various parts of LGBT and Montrose-area life, in late 1990's.
53. Montrose Voice The Montrose Voice is a weekly paper that evolved out of the Montrose Star. For a period of two weeks during the height of the AIDS crisis, it was published daily. "McClurg was so determined to keep up with treatment options [for AIDS] that in mid-1986 his Montrose Voice became the first lesbian or gay publication to subscribe to the United Press International wire service. In November of that year, McClurg scored another first by transforming his weekly newspaper, which circulated only in the Houston area, into a daily." from Unspeakable: The rise of the gay and lesbian press in America by Rodger Streitmatter, (p.294). The paper later changed its name to the Houston Voice to reflect its audience. It was eventually purchased by Window Media.
54. NAMES Project Created in 1987 to promote healing, heighten awareness, and inspire action in the struggle against HIV/AIDS, the first tour of the quilt came to Houston in May 1988. Houston was the only city on the tour where the actual names of individuals whose panels were being unfolded were read simultaneously. The local Houston Chapter was started in 1988 by Judy Voulgaris [Reeves] and Larry Replogle. In 1989 Pete Martinez took the helm so Judy & Larry could step aside and ran the chapter until it closed.  OutSmart OutSmart is a monthly magazine that has been in publication for 16 years. While some of the issues are available on line from the magazine itself, the online archive only dates to Jan 2000. 
55. PFLAG Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays is a national organization that promotes unity among families, friends, and LGBT people who are in the process of coming out. The Houston chapter is particularly active, and many of its members have been prominent in the national leadership, including Jim and Sue Null.
56. Pokey Anderson Beginning in 1975, Anderson played an important role in creating the Houston Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus, the South's oldest GLBT civil rights organization. In 1976, she was the first openly lesbian political candidate in Houston to a run for neighborhood commissioner. In 1977, Anderson was one of 14 representatives invited to the White House for the first-ever official White House Meeting between presidential staff and lesbian and gay activists.
57. Pride Houston Pride Houston is the organization responsible for maintaining the annual celebration and commemoration of the 1969 riots at the Stonewall Inn in New York. Originally managed by the Houston Gay Political Caucus, the event was later handled under the Pride Committee of Houston, which later changed its name to Pride Houston.
58. Proposition 2 Proposition 2 was a successful Texas State referendum that defined marriage as between one man and one woman, and forbid any political subdivision of the State from adopting contradictory legislation.
59. Queer Voices GCAM – 5 – Good; many cassette and vhs audiotapes of shows; full set of JD Doyle’s Queer Music Heritage; fear some tape deterioration. – One of two long- running radio shows promoting LGBT lifestyle and news, Queer Voices runs two hours each Monday night on KPFT 90.1 FM.
60. Rainbow Wranglers The Rainbow Wranglers is a GLBT social group focused on country and western style dance.
61. Ralph Lasher Rev. Lasher was active in the Montrose Counseling Center, and Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church. His personal papers provide insights into the life of a gay man and his partner in the 1940's to the 1990's.
62. Ray Hill A ubiquitous figure in Houston's LGBT communities, Hill is also known for his prison activism and the radio show, "The Prison Show". There is also a feature documentary about him, Citizen Provocateur: Ray Hill's Texas Prison Show. http://www.theprisonshow.org/rayhill/cp/
63. Ray Ramirez A very active member of the community, Ray Ramirez was also elected Grand Marshal of the Pride Parade. His collection includes material on Bunnies on the Bayou, as well as numerous videotapes on gay subjects.
64. Rita Wanstrom Mixed; articles in papers about when she was Pride Marshal with Ray Hill in 1981. See also Ray Hill collection. – An early figure in Houston's LGBT scene, Wanstrom opened the Roaring Sixties in 1966, and was one of the Tumblebugs - a group formed in 1967 by several women to raise money to hire Percy Foreman to defend them against charges of cross-dressing (i.e. wearing fly-front pants.) Wanstrom was also a pastor at RMCC for some time.
65. Sojourner A feminist newsletter founded in 1975, Sojourner was started to overcome the isolation of the women attending and working at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). ""Voices from the women's community"" was the line right below the title. GCAM was able to acquire an entire set of the newsletter directly from the magazine when it ceased publication in 1995. WorldCat indicates that there is not a complete set available anywhere else in Texas: UT Austin, TX A&M, and TX Women's in Denton all hold only partial sets.
66. Sue Lovell Currently a Houston City Council member, Sue Lovell is an out lesbian who has also been president of the Political Caucus.
67. Texas Transgender periodicalsTexas Triangle / TXT Newsmagazine The Texas Triangle was begun as an Austin publication in 1992 by two women, and quickly spread to cover the entire state of Texas, with offices in Austin, Dallas, and Houston. It merged with Q-Texas in 2003 to form TXT Newsmagazine, which folded a few years later.The Albatross An early homophile periodical (Bob Eddy, Editor), The Albatross began publication in Galveston in 1964, and circulated into Houston as well.
68. The Straight Slate The "Straight Slate" was a Houston-based political movement started by a coalition of conservatives who wanted to unseat the City Councilmembers who had voted in favor of the 1984 bill providing domestic partner benefits for same-sex employees.
69. The Wand The Wand was a Texas lesbian/feminist publication. University of Houston has partial holdings, ranging from 1988 to 1996.
70. Town Hall Meeting 1 Good; framed poster used as advertisement, 2 -15” reel to reel tapes of speeches. PHOTOGRAPHS?
71. TWIT A weekly publication that listed gay and lesbian bars across the state of Texas, This Week in Texas was a staple of GLBT culture throughout its various incarnations and owners. The magazine inadvertently became a barometer the AIDS crisis. It controversially published obituaries chronicling the losses of the community to HIV. As the death toll mounted, the size of the magazine grew. In 1996, with the release of the protease inhibitor “cocktail” drugs, the obituary section began to shrink. While the University of Houston has extensive holdings of TWIT, their catalogue is incomplete, with no coverage until volume 9, and significant gaps after then.
72. UTMB Galveston International  XVII Harry Benjamin International Gender Dysphoria Association Symposium 31 October - 4 November 2001, Galveston, Texas, Final Program, 14 pages, Cover signed by Walter Meyer III, MD. – In 1965, the Johns Hopkins Hospital (a component of the University of Texas Medical Branch Hospitals in Galveston) opened its facility to care for gender dysphoric patients. The first male to female gender reassignment surgery is said to have been performed a year later. http://www.symposion.com/ijt/hbigda/2001/01_huang.htm
73. Wayne Calvin Martin Wayne Calvin Martin has written about his life in journals on at least a daily basis since 1959. At that time he went to Tokyo, Japan to teach World History for 2 years. When he arrived he realized how, as a gay man, he was lonely and not willing to 'out' himself in those surroundings so he started 'talking to himself' on paper everyday, sometimes more than once. Each entry is dated and timed. Near the end of 2 years in Japan his friend died, Kennedy was elected President, and 2 lesbian friends who had visited him went home, leaving him lonely once again so he came back to Houston. (He was originally from Louisiana but moved to Houston in 1955.) In 1965 he went to Europe and to Haiti in 1966. He made many trips over the years but these are the most memorable to him. Wherever he went, his journal entries continued each day. Even his time spent in the Military is chronicled. He taught at the Van Guard School and on Pride weekend this year (2009) he was at their 20-year reunion. In 2000 he started putting his entries on a computer but printed them out and placed them into notebooks alongside of his hand written ones. He photographed is journeys and has thousands of slides as well as his mountainous stack of journals.


Suggestions
Who spoke up?
Who made a difference?
Who worked diligently?
Who gave others courage?
Iris Sizemore
Susan Yarbrough
Greg Jeu
JD Doyle
Rev. Don Sinclair
Josephine Tittsworth
Michael McAdory
Jack Valinski
Annella Harrison
Pat and Gail Rickey
MaryJo and Ron Dupre
Jim and Sue Null
Blake and Gordon Weisser
George & Peg Nevers
Rev. Meeker Williams
Troy Plummer
Randall Jobe
Tim Martinez
James Lee
Kiki Neumann
Kathryn Swilley
Lou Jack
Lane Lewis
Paul Bright
Mitchell Katine         Mitchell helped create the  Texas Association of Lesbian and Gay Elected and Appointed Officials, and the State Bar of  Texas section on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identification issues (the first such    section in the United States). In August 2003, he received the Uncommon Man Award by the Uncommon Legacy Foundation. 

Fred and Rosemary Wilson Visited Cypress School Board with Rickeys and Dupres – couldn’t get it changed
Just wanted to get parents to go to school districts – except Bill Taylor went to Humble spoke to superintendent 



What organizations have served the community? 
Archives
EPAH
AIDS Foundation
DIFFA
Second Blessing
Sales at Bering 
Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus
Gay Straight Alliances
GLSEN
LIB
Gay and Lesbian Film Festival
HIPY
OLOHP
LOAF
Gay Rodeo



Houston Landmarks of importance to the LGBT community - Events?
Empower
Mary's
Lobo’s
Crossroads Cafe
Brazos River Bottom
The Pot Pie
House of Pies

Publications & Correspondents
Nancy Ford
Montrose Star


































Memorials Held in Mary's Patio & OutBack Garden
Posted in Mary's Naturally Facebook Page
November 2, 2009 at 10:44pm
People
01. Baldoso, Manny
02. Bartlow, Mitch
03. Beauregard, Gary
04. Braswell, Russell Wayne - 'Pinky Flashwell' (ashes placed and scattered, everywhere along with the planting of his favorite Pink Bougainvillea bush behind the short, chain link fence).
05. Burroughs, Jack
06. Buschlen, John
07. Cayton, Brock
08. Davis, Marvin – 'Lady Victoria Lust'
09. Denning, Lee
10. Denton, Carl Jr.
11. Dunwoody, Dennis
12. Farmer, Jim – 'Fannie' (urn buried in Out Back mound, marked by Sugar Maple tree)
13. Gray, Bill
14. Harris, Floyd - 'Shorty' (near big Live Oak, middle of west side)
15. Lampkin, Paul
16. Liddel, Tommy – 'Torchy Lane'
17. Lippert, Lief
18. Livingston, Rita (Hibiscus was planted, but remains went to Flagship Pier)
19. Lococo, Vince
20. Kennedy, Robert - 'Ethel'
21. Mathis, Judy
22. McAdory, Michael 'Mac' Houston
23. Meech, Mike
24. Millen, Michael Joseph
25. Parks, Randolph (shot glass of Smirnoff released with balloons; memorial plant)
26. Phillips, John Paul
27. Roberts, Carol Lea 'Carolyn'
28. Roberts, Jerry
29. Robinson, Tim
30. Rujous, Frank - 'Rita Charles'
31. Ryan, Chuck
32. Schall, Don (ashes planted with white Crepe Myrtle tree in Out Back)
33. Sebastian, Nate
34. Smith, Marc
35. Smith, Terry
36. Sommers, BJ
37. Unknown, Michael (Charles Wahl's late partner)
38. Unknown, Parker (marked by tombstone)
39. Unknown, Unknown ('Mad Madge')
40. Wadford, Tony – 'Eartha Quake'
41. Warren, Billy
42. Wenckus, Jon (purple Dendrobium Orchid sprays tied to balloon releases)
43. Williamson, David Earl - 'Meg'
44. Woods, Don
45. Numerous Other Houston GLBT Community Members (estimates are 200-300) 
Pets
 01. Farmer, Jim - German Shepherd 'Sam'
02. Roberts, Carol Lea - Several Pets
03. Scott, Doug ('Dog Lips') - Dog
04. Numerous Other Pets
  Time Capsule
 A cylinder-like time capsule was buried in the Back Patio area in the 1970's by the Houston Motorcycle Club.
This information is also located on the Houston ARCH (Area Rainbow Collective History) website:
http://houstonarch.pbworks.com/Marys_Naturally

The GLBT Political Caucus Presidents
2011- Noel A. Freeman, MPA
2009-2010 Kristopher A. Banks, Esq.
2006-2008 Jenifer Rene Pool
2005-2006 Maria Gonzalez, PhD
2002-2004 Dr. Kenneth Jones MD
2001 Debra Rogers
2000 Sean Carter
1999 Carl Smith
1998 Rev. Burton Bagby-Grose
1997  Lane Lewis
1996  Pat Gandy
1994-1995  Terri Richardson
1994   Gary Van Ooteghem
1993   Terri Richardson
1992-1993  Christopher Bacon, Esq.
1991  Toni Knight
1991  Larry Lingle
1990  Dennis Spencer
1989  Ray Hill
1988  David Fowler
1986-1987 Hon. Annise D. Parker
1984-1985 Hon. Sue Lovell
1984  Norman Guttman
1982-1983 Larry Bagneris
1980-1981 Lee Harrington
1978-1980 Steve Shifflet
1977-1978 Jim Cotton
1977  Don Hrachovy
1975-1977  Gary Van Ooteghem
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Montrose Singers, probably first official photo,

circa May 1980 taken for concert program ‘
and advertising purposes,

prior to June 5-6, 1980 concert
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