
















































On January 2, 2010 I was fortunate enough to sit down with Marc Katz on the thirtieth 
birthday of his restaurant, Katz’s Deli, to talk about life, liberty, and a darn good 
sandwich.  It was a delightful interview in which I learned that there is much more to this 
man than matzah balls and pastrami!  Take a look at what I found out....

Dane Smith:  Katz’s Deli has been one of Austin’s favorite eateries for over 20 years.  
Where did the idea come from?

MarcMarc Katz:  I am a 4th generation New York deli kosher butcher restaurant owner.  I 
was born into a business and moved here to Austin to get out of the restaurant 
business.  But I found out the problem wasn’t the restaurant business, the problem was 
my wife and New York.  So now I’m in Austin and I lived happily ever after.

DS:  Anyone who has met you probably remembers your famous tagline “I can’t help it; 
I just gotta tell ya, Katz’s Never Kloses! 6th and Rio Grande!”  Out of curiosity, has there 
ever been a time when Katz’s closed?

MKMK:  We did not go 24 hours until 1983.  We opened in 1979 and kept increasing the 
hours.  Originally we were closed on Sundays. We would close at 4am and open at 
11am, which was groundbreaking for Austin, Texas to be open until 4am.  The city 
responded immediately.  Eighteen year olds could drink then.  Sixth street is one way, 
so everybody would be coming from East Sixth.  That was the only place to drink at 
night.  It was an incredible reception that we received.  It was so wild and times were 
so different… a different mentality.  We would allow the UT football team to eat for free 
and they’d be my bouncers. and they’d be my bouncers.  And God knows we would need them.

DS:  In all of your years involved with the restaurant, what is your favorite memory?

MK:  My favorite memory was the 5th anniversary party.  My children were little; I 
thought a restaurant being open 5 years was something unattainable.  It was a very 
cute, very small party.  Very intimate.  It set the tone for what was coming.

DS:  I’ve noticed that your yellow Cadillac is often spotted parked on 4th Street.  Are 
there any secrets you would like to share or rumors to dispel?

MK:  Well I know there are a lot of rumors going around and I certainly don’t want to 
dispel them.  I put it out there for two reasons.  One, I like being associated and friendly 
with the gay community so I park in front of the clubs.  Two, walking out of a club with 
a few drinks in you, the power of suggestion works very well.

DS:  Well I was hoping for something a little juicier than that.

MKMK:  Well, I’ll tell you a story that can be repeated in any magazine.  Within the last 
year, a guy jumped [my car] at 4 in the morning, and started driving away… APD pulled 
him over before he even got out of the spot.  And they said ‘Where are you going?’, and 
he said ‘Oh, I’m going to bring Marc Katz his car.’ And he just didn’t look like the kind of 
guy that was going to bring me my car.

DS:  As you said, you are a proud friend of the LGBTQI community.  Is there anything 
that you would like to see happen in 2010 for the gay rights movement?



MK:  …It’s not just gays.  I think it helps every minority to be included in a group of 
minorities.  Because what’s happening is all the minorities are being tread on.  We do 
not get equal rights.  That’s all any one of us is asking for.  If we can unite, we have 
more votes than the so-called minority majority that’s running the state now… The 
constitution says equal rights.  We are given those rights; we are entitled to those 
rights.  Our rights, whether it’s for gay people, or disabled veterans, or children or 
whatever it is are all being tread upon and the crux of the problem is that we don’t go to 
thethe polls because we say ‘What difference will it make?’  Hey, I’ve been married five 
times.  If you guys want to get married, go ahead and be miserable, who am I to stop 
you?  There’s the right to do that, the right to have insurance with each other, there’s 
the right to do anything you want to do.  I’ve read the constitution very carefully, both 
the United States and Texas.  I don’t see what sexuality has anything to do with 
freedom.  And that’s true with disability.  I don’t see how having a disability has anything 
to do with freedom.  I don’t see where race, color, creed have anything to do with 
freedom.freedom.  We need our rights that we are by Constitutional Law given whether we 
should change the term fighting for our rights to taking our rights.

DS:  We know there is another location of Katz’s Deli in Houston.  Is there anything you 
would like to say about that restaurant?

MK:  That location belongs to my son Barry and he does a great job.  And I love him.

DS:  What is one thing that most people don’t know about you, but probably should?

MK:  Back in 1991, Katz’s Deli received national press for being the very first 
mainstream business in Austin to raise money for the Aids Services of Austin.  Just a 
couple of the papers that carried that article were the Wall Street Journal and the 
Houston Chronicle.

DS:  We hear you have some big news on the horizon.  Can you let us in on the secret?

MKMK:  Without getting into specifics for political reasons that will unfold later on, let me 
tell you about the opportunity I have here. My job, and if I’m successful, will be an 
outrageously great Lt. Governor.  I have quite an extensive academic degree that I can 
display at the right time that I don’t talk about much.  It’s just that I don’t think that 
defines who I am, just like I don’t think sexuality is what defines you as who you are, 
just as I don’t think bald and Jewish defines who you are.  So I don’t talk about my 
education, because that’s not how I want to be known.  But I will show the people of 
TexasTexas that I have the education background necessary to run this state.  I’m more 
qualified that anyone in there right now.

DS:  Any last words for our readers?

MK:  I want the readers to understand that I’m introducing a new sandwich.  My 
opponent is David Dewhurst.  Not well known, for the reason that he doesn’t do 
anything.  However, I am naming a sandwich after him.  The Davy.  And the Davy will 
be on very starched white bread stuffed with bologna.

DS:  Thanks for your time Marc, and good luck in all that you do!

Marc Katz will be conducting a speaking engagement at Oilcan Harry’s on Saturday, 
January 9 at 8pm.














































