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Howdy, Gabbers""

A couple of years ago, two hot musicians
met at a restaurant in LosAngeles and, after
several feeble attempts at hooking up, finally
managed to drop their current significant
others and join forces to create beautiful
music both under and on top of the sheets,
Before long, Jason Warner and deMarco
DeCiccio, became Jason and deMarco
and critics and fans were sitting up and tak-
ing notice,

Unlike other gay pop artists, Jason and de-
Marco are an openly gay Christian musi-
cal duo that has found much of its success
performing in churches around the world, In
addition, they have taken up important so-
cial causes and work with the Human Rights
Campaign, the National Gay and Lesbian
leks Force and the Matthew Shepard Foun-
dation to increase awareness and increase
acceptance of the gay and lesbian com-
munity,

And did I mention that they're hot!?!

We are pleased to feature them on our cov-
er this week, and pleased to welcome them
to Texas- that's right, they now call Houston
home!

In addition to this dynamic duo, we also
have our usual retinue of ribald reviews and
opinions that have made usthe number one
statewide GLBTpublication in Texas!

So,we hope you enjoy!

Until next week" .stov gabby!
/'-1

ps: Ye1we're a bit thin this week, thanks to
lke, That being said we wish all our friends
along the TexasCoast a speedy recovery!
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JUAN: I started out as wallflower in a levi/
leather bar. I was young and basically ig-
nored.1 feared the leather/fetish community
but I was drawn to it more so I kept explor-
ing. I educated my self and started reading.
Later I would run into people and we talk
and it turns out
we were at the
same bar and
events and they
said they didn't
see me, but Iwas
there. They just
didn't realize I
existed, As I ex-
plored and grew,
I realized leather
is so much more
than a harness
and chaps. There are many fetishes and you
have to explore and chose your own path,
Sexually, it has been very liberating. Fast for-== a few years, I knew that I wanted to
go to IML as a contestant. I competed and
became Mr.Throckmorton, Mr.Texas Leather GAB: What does Dallas have to offer those
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GAB sat down with Juan Alfaro, the current
reigning Mr. TMe and Mr. TexasLeather 2008,
to catch up on all the news fit to print in the
leather community As a top 20 finalist at IML
(International Mister Leather) contest in May,
Juan has an interesting perspective and in-
sight on this facet of the GLBTcommunity

GAB: How did you get involved in the leather
community?

and then on to compete in IML as part of the
brotherhood Class of 2008. I'm really proud
to have represented Texas at IML and place
in the top 20 and was one of three Latinos
this year out of 52 contestants.

GAB: What is the history of the leather com-
munity in a nutshell?

JUAN: The leather community evolved in the
1940's after WWII when the servicemen re-
turned home and wanted to congregate to-
gether without being conspicuous to society
at large, They started out with motorcycle
clubs and uniforms and it has evolved to the
community and traditions we have today
with an attraction to the masculine, uniforms,

protocols, and rituals of
solidarity, brotherhood
and closeness men had
when they were in mili-
tary service.

GAB: What would you
like people to know
about the leather com-
munity?

JUAN: We're not all dirty
little perverts, but a lot of

us are, LOL.The majority of us are just regu-
lar Joe's and we do a lot of fund raising and
awareness at our events and really give back
and contribute to the GLBTcommunity,

interested in leather?

JUAN: Dallas has a lot to offer! There are
many social clubs such as Leather Knights,
Dallas Eagle Bears, Pup Out. United Court of
the Lone Star Empire, DFW Leather Boys, Dal-
las Boys of Leather, Discipline Corps, Dallas
Bears, etc ... There's really something for ev-
eryone exploring leather and fetish. In fact.
there isa leather conference coming up this
weekend from September 26-28th called
"Beyond Vanilla."

GAB: What would you like to see in the future
for the Dallas leather community?

JUAN: First. I'd like to see non-leather indi-
viduals who are curious to come see us, ask
questions and explore that curiosity. Next I'd
like to see the leather community embrace
these individuals and mentor those interest-
ed, Sometimes the older generation iscritical
of the newbies. We've lost so many people in
our community to HIV and meth in the 80's
& 90's and even today and we need to re-
plenish our community and have the next
generation carry it forward, Most of ell, I'd like
to see more acceptance and expanded di-
versity of people of color in the leather com-
munity especially Black, Asian and Latino.
And I'd especially like to see TMC (Ihrock-
morton Mining Club) reopen as we were
told it would when renovations at Caven are
complete..lt allowed the leather community
to have a home on the Cedar Springs strip, In
the past. it really provided a unique opportu-
nity few other cities have with bars for all fac-
ets of the GBLTcommunity to mix and mingle
in the same area and really helped expand
diversity in the leather community. I could
wear my chaps and gear out to TMC and
also visit other clubs on the strip without hav-
ing to change or worry or go off the beaten
path to find a leather bar like in so many cit-
ies. It also allows people not accustomed to
it. to see it. I hope Caven is reading this and
will return my calls and give us an update!

GAB: Do you feel Dallas supports its leather
community?

JUAN: I believe the leather community sup-
ports the leather community and the com-
munity around us. But I'd like to see more
support by the GLBTcommunity at large for
the leather community. As Mr. Texas Leather,
I have been a judge at drag pageants and
supported HIV organizations' fund raisers and
some of our local GBLTsports, We can al- ..
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ways use more support!
GAB: What about women in the leather
community here?

JUAN: I am proud of how the bars and or-
ganizations in Dallas embrace the women
in the leather community and happy there
are many women in the Dallas leather com-
munity. Unlike some venues in leather com-
munities of other cities, Dallas embraces its
women of leather and welcomes them in its
establishments
GAB: Tell us a secret.

JUAN: Iwear a mauve hankie in my left pock-
et. (Mouveebelly button fetish; left=active/
top),

GAB: Belly button lint: hot or not?

JUAN: LOL.NOT!And you don't have to have
body piercings or tattoos to be a leather
man, I don't.

www.bevondvonlllo.orq

Award-winning Cuts
ColorlHighlights

Sunless Airbrush Tanning
Full Body & Brow Waxing







First of all, I have to ask - primarily because
it's been so long since I was in your position:
What's it like being young, hung, gorgeous and
so uber-talented?

You continue to state that, though you are both
gay and men of faith, your music is not religious,
nor is it gay. Do you find, despite these protesta-
tions, that one side or the other is always trying
to label you?

DeMarco: LOL you're so naughty! Word cer-
tainly gets around doesn't it? We appreciate
the compliments on all counts, Regarding be-
ing young and gorgeous, we'll just take that
and run with it. We're at the point that when
we look at pictures of when we first met, we say
"who are those two guys?" We still feel like kids,
however, and we refuse to grow up. Even when
we're doing egg-nog commercials in our nine-
ties, we'll be twinks at heart. Regarding being
hung, I'm not going to say anything here that
will later get me in trouble, honey, but it sounds
like you've really researched for this interview,
Wink! Wink! And about the talented part, you
know that artists are never satisfied, right? As
much as we joke around, I really think that we
try 'and be the best we can in all parts of our
life, including our artistry, staying open to there
always being room for growth,

Jason: Yes, the biggest misperception that we
have faced is people calling us "Gay Christian
Singers", Are we gay? Yes, Are we Christian?
Yes, although we prefer the term 'spiritual' be-
cause of what the 'right wing' has done to the
word Christian, Are we singers? Yes, However,
our sexuality and personal faith isseparate from
our music, From the beginning, we intended to
be a pop duo, My background was in Chris-
tian Contemporary music, but at this time, there
is no place for us in the Christian music market
because of being openly gay, We have never
wanted to hide the fact that we are an openly
gay couple, or that we are both men of faith,
but our music is not only for people of faith or
GLBTpeople, but we believe our music has uni-
versal messages that have the ability to move
many people, It seems that we've been trying
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to make a career in an area that's uncharted,
The gay community doesn't know what to do
with us because we're spiritual. The mainline
Christians don't want us because we're gay,
And the secular music industry probably won't
touch us because we're too gay and too spiri-
tual. It gets a little frustrating being compart-
mentalized only when it turns people away, It
even cheapens what we do to be called 'cross-
over' artists because we don't feel we are leav-
ing one group or style to go to another, As we
build our mainstream audience and further our
mainstream pop career, we will continue pro-
viding inspirational music to our fans because
we never want to lose that connection, We are
simply expanding our audience and believe we
can reach all people with our music, People will
always label us and try to fit us in a box, It's just
how our brains work, We do it
too, But the fact is,we've never
fit in a box and don't plan on
trying now,

Did the Advocate cover in 2004
help you to define who and
what you are and aspire to be,
or was that another example of
someone or something labeling
you and trying to get you to be
what they want you to be?

It's easy to say that we can be gay and still
live a life of faith, but with all the fundamen-
talists and right wingers around damning and
condemning us, do you really believe that it is
possible? I mean, 2 billion Christians can't be
wrong, right?

Jason: The Church has always been late to
come around on issues like this such as racial
freedom, woman's rights, etc. so I believe that
eventually the Church will come around on ac-
cepting gays and lesbians, as well. The earth ar-
gued for years that the earth was fiat and when
Galileo came around and said it was round. they
wanted to kill him for blasphemy, The church has
been wrong many times before, and I'm sure

they'll be wrong many
times again, There are
many churches out
there where God (Love)
doesn't show up on
Sunday mornings, but
that doesn't mean that
we have to turn away
from our faith, The life
and teachings of Jesus
were very radical and
I'm willing to bet that he
wouldn't be welcomed
in many churches today
because of his beliefs,
There are many "think-
ing" churches that wel-
come us and have their
hearts and minds in the
right place,

deMarco: The ironic thing
about The Advocate was that
it came during a time where
we were finally at a place of
launching our mainstream
pOP' career, and we were re-
ally focused on doing so, The
Advocate focused on us being
"Gay Christian Lovers"; there-
fore, many people assumed
our music was "Gay Christian
Music", After The Advocate
cover story, our music and mes-
sage was introduced to many
different denominations and organizations, I
think they beautifully tied in our story with the
movement of GLBTcommunity reclaiming their
faith, They incorporated an aspect of our life
into this bigger story and for a while, that's all
the media wanted to talk about, It seemed our
music was getting overshadowed by the con-
troversy over who we are and what we believe,
Thisall changed when our music video for "This
is Love" hit Logo, The perception shifted and
we became two gay guys, out about their love
for each other in the music industry, We have
binders full of touching emails from people
from around the world whose lives have been
impacted in some way by our music and mes-
sage, so as long as we're helping to keep our
youth out of body bags, the media can label us
whatever they want,

}

...

deMarco: We try
and stay clear of the
negativity by only sing-
ing in venues that are
welcoming and gay
friendly, Some of the

churches that we sing in are in the process of
reconciling and bring us in to share our stories of
reconciliation and be a 'face' behind the issue,
It's a waste of time going into places where the
people aren't willing to listen or consider our
point of views, Fred Phelps has picketed a con-
cert or two of ours before but we've had some
of the largest crowds at those shows come out
and support us, We've joked and said that we
wish he'd picket every show! LOL

What's it like living, working, traveling and loving
together - all under the often harsh glare of the
media spotlight?

Jason: That's the hardest part of what we do:
trying to keep balance between our personal
relationship and our business relationship, When
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we argue, it's mostly over important career de-
cisions and sometimes it takes its toll on our re-
lationship, There is always a new obstacle to
overcome every day, It's not like we leave and
go to separate jobs during the day and then
come home to each other at night, We're al-
ways toqether,

deMarco: We've been together seven years
now and we've gone through a lot together,
We've had many tests and haven't al-
ways passed with flying colors, We've hurt
each other, but we've also loved the other
through those times and forgiven, We've
learned so much about ourselves and
our love has grown deeper and stronger
because of it, Our life is definitely never
boring, I think the most important thing
is that we must have fun, We must work
hard but never take life too seriously or it'll
kill us, Regarding our relationship, we're
stuck together, so when we disagree, we
work to put our differences behind us and
move on as quickly as possible and figure
we might as well enjoy it, The question is
never 'are we going to work through this',
but 'how are we going to work through
this'?

deMarco, how did your girlfriend take the
news when you started seeing Jason? I
would have scratched both of your eyes
out.. ,101

deMarco: When I started seeing Jason,
it killed me to break my girlfriend's heart,
She turned out to be the most supportive
and loving friend I could have ever dreamed
of having, She's a product of an incredible
generation that "gets it", She understands that
at my most authentic level, I love men, She
understands that it's been a process of many
years to figure this out and be okay with it and
unfortunately, she got the short end of the stick,
I think that on some level, women with soon-to-
be gay boyfriends are relieved to find out that
the problems that they've been having in their
relationship probably have very little to do with
them at all,

Tell us about We're All Angels? Any frontal nu-
dity? Just kidding ... no really.

Jason: You mean you haven't seen it on Show-
time? There are no gratuitous sex shots but
there are some pretty racy moments,

When all is said and one, what do you want to
be remembered for? What message do you
want to leave with the world?

DeMarco: "Love wins .... .olwovs."
Jason: I couldn't say it better myself,

How have you handled the transition between
Southern California and Houston? I mean, I
used to eat at the Vermont when we lived in
West HOllywood, and Texas is kind of a culture
shock, isn't it?

DeMarco: Something really exciting is happen-
ing in Houston, The people that we've surround-
ed ourselves with in Houston know that there's

a lot more to life than just getting through it, It's
been good for us, We've made many quality
friends in the short amount of time that we've
been here, Los Angeles is just so seductive
and full of beautiful temptation everywhere
you look that our friends' relationships never
seemed to last more than a few months, Every-
one is so industry-driven, We had a hard time
really knowing who our friends were, It gets old
after a while, But I will say that you can't beat
the weather, We still have an apartment in LA
and get back every other month or so, When
we're touring the west coast, we also take time
to visit,

Jason: Houston is where I was living when I
came out to the Christian band I was touring
with and where I was kicked out of that band,
I've had a lot of turning points happen here in
Houston, and I feel like this chapter is going to
be the same, It's almost as though I'm coming
full circle - and to be able to say that at my
age -I feel blessed,

Thanks, guys .... you're beautiful!
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by Giga Bytes

Arian Wriles
The music blog that's always sweet
and crunchy!

One of the things that separates us from low-
er forms of life, such as breeders, is our ability
to party hardy to the latest dance remixes
on the dance floors of uber-chic nightclubs
around the world, And, unlike frat boys, we
don't need smoke and mirrors and strobe
lights to tap our toes - we can even throw
down in our home office and at work,

That's why Arjan Writes is such a significant
contribution to the ambience of our exis-
tence, In one place, we can find free and
low-cost music downloads that are sure to
put the sway in our hips and the twirl in our
chiffon,

Arjan Writes is part of Bravo TV's Outzonetv
com - a collection of blog sites of interest
to the GLBT community that the evermore-
gay-friendly network hosts to satisfy the
lifestyle urges of one of its most important
dernoqrophlcs. And the members of that
demographic just adore him:

"Arion keeps me informed when it comes
to new releases and developments in the

~ •• ' i> rlCl· COOgI. Q. ' t"
=;;

industry, More than I enjoy reading his blog, I
enjoy feeling it, Keep feeling me up, A!"

"Sharp, straight to the point. great inter-
views .. .o blast of discovery of new tunes!!
Arjan rocks!"

"Arjan is the man!!! Arjan always manages
to be potently opinionated and even-hand-
ed at the same time, His blog is a refuge for
any true music lover and is never mired in the
negativity of other music sites,"

High praise, indeed,

And why not? In one recent update, Arjan
provided free downloads of Bomb the Bass'
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"So SpeciaL" Plushgun's "Just Polite (Music
from Gossip GirL)" Darren Hayes' "Dress U
Up," and Melnyk's "Revolutions," And with
each download. you get commentary and
reviews that gives you both the 4-1-1 on the
making of the track, as well as whether or not
it's something that's going to get you revved
up on' the dance floor or at your desk,

Oh, and Arjan is HOT.too.: .whlch definitely
makes the site worth visiting.. ,

Address: www.arjanwrites.com

Work-safe? Definitely. And you might even
get some of those rednecks you work with to
dance with you.

Bookmark? Yes, Especially if you want ac-
cessto the hottest dance mixes,right on your
desktop.

Loadability? Fast- about 160bpm ...

Linkage: Quite a few - most of them to sites
that haven't been updated since Madonna
had a hit movie,

Strlctlv
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