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--�--SPECIAL REPORT 

DAIRE 
IN 

DALLAS 

Printed in this TWT SPECIAL REPORT are exc t I Datre, director of the Dalfas AIDS Ac/Ion Pro,'1:/t 
s

D 
rom the text of the speech given by Howie

before a House Subcommittee on Governme 
\o a1re 

�
as one of three people Invited to testify

1-2 in Washington, DC The committee was c� I 
P

�
�
b

at o
c
ns regarding pubflc health on August

Texas). a re Y ongressmember Jack Brooks (Dem.-

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee: 
Mr name is Harold Paul Daire. I am a resident of Dallas, Texas. I am a licensed mental health counselor in Texas· Iam founder and executive director of theOak Lawn Counseling Center in Dallas founder and coordinator of the Oak 

�awn Counseling Center AIDS Program in Dallas, co-founder and patient support chairman of the Dallas AIDS Action Project. I am a member of the Dallas Gay Alliance, an organization which maintains an AIDS Task Force for the Dallas community. I have been actively involved in local public health Issues since1980. 
Early in 1980, I watched while a friendwasted away and finally died of a rarecancer and pneumonia. The case wasbaffling to medical practitioners. Sincethen I have experienced the loss of six others. I have been affected. I am saddened, I am afraid, I am more sensitive I am concerned, I am involved I � angry. 

AIDS Is a disease which Is relatively 
PAGE 2� 

new to us, bringing with it new sets of 
problems. Medical scientists are puzzl
ed. Health workers are misinformed. 
The �ener�I public is panic stricken, 
reacting with fear, paranoia and anger 
towards high risk groups. Those defin
ed as high risk for AIDS are rallied in 
concern, pushing themselves beyond 
points of exhaustion to provide assist
ance and support to one another 

Solving the AIDS problem requir�� �� 
sponse and coordination of resources 
�t all levels of our society. we are deal
ing with a medical unknown which has 
vast psychological and sociological Im
plications. We must shut the moral door 
and deal with a medical issue now, non
Judgmentally. 

In Texas, many efforts are being un
dertaken In attempts to combat the 
AIDS problem. Attempts at defining 1he 
problem are uncoordinated and by no 
means systematic. A federal task force 
is necessary to help local health offi
cials define their roles. Local health care 
delivery systems are straining Internal 
resources In dealing with the AIDS reg-
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1stry in Dallas. There Is no registry In 
Houston. Attempts at estimating cases 
In San Antonio were futlle with numbers 
ranging from ten to thirty-four depen
ding upon whom I contacted. 

The time to contain the growth of this 
.. .  Is now. Not two years from now. It 
Is Imperative that community-wide net
works be established providing surveil
lance, health care and follow-up . . .. 

The definition of AIDS must be reex
amined. The current Center for Disease 
Control definition addresses only those 
people with AIDS who have developed 
malignancies or opportunistic infec
tions. Physicians at M.D. Anderson Hos
pital In Houston, Texas have expanded 
the CDC definition to include the term 
AIDS Related Complex. This has en
abled the physicians to intervene as ear
ly as possible in order to affect cure or 
remission. It enables health officials to 
conduct follow-up on exposed individu
als early, allowing staff to contact those 
individuals who are at risk, providing 
them with information necessary to con
tain the spread of AIDS. AIDS Related 
Complex does not necessarily develop 
into AIDS. Some recover from the symp
toms spontaneously. 

In comballing AIDS, research Is of 
primary importance. However, reason 
must be used in assigning projects 
which may be harmful. A case in point: 
According to Dr. Peter Mansell of M.D. 
Anderson Hospital, chemotherapy is 
not the first treatment of choice for Ka
posi's Sarcoma In most patients. Dr. 
Evan Hirsh of M.D. Anderson, Houston, 
stated, "chemotherapy is often lethal to 
KS/AIDS patients ... . " Both recom
mended the use of interferon drugs. It 
has been described as a critical Issue 
of major Importance that the FDA ap
prove the use of Interferon without ran
domized clinical trials. Patients will be 
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killed using the trials. Based on studies 
In San Francisco, New York, Los Ange• 
les and Houston, interferon studies are 
the same. Interferon is relatively non
toxic. It is Important to advocate the pa
tient's right to select among treatment 
modalities and to know what is being 
dripped into their veins. 

Along the lines of patient support, the 
overriding Issue in Texas stems from 
the destructive effect of AIDS on a per
son's entire social network. People with 
AIDS often lose jobs, residences 
money, friends and family. In Texas, a� 
In other major areas of the U.S., com 
munitles have organized groups to mee· 
patient's psychosocial needs and pro 
vide education. Unlike New York City 
San Francisco and Los Angeles, organ 
izatlons in Dallas and Houston are en 
ti rely dependent upon private contribu 
lions to fund support services. Th« 
KS/AIDS Foundation and Committee fo 
Public Health Awareness of Houston 
the Oak Lawn Counseling Center AID! 
Project, the Dallas Gay Alliance and th, 
Dallas AIDS Action Project have bee, 
hampered in their efforts to petition lo 
state and municipal funds because tim, 
and energy must be devoted to comba 
antagonistic groups such as Dallas Doc 
tors Against AIDS and Alert Citizens c 
Texas. Any efforts to express needs fc 
state AIDS funding have been neutra 
lzed by the negativism of these groupi 

On the municipal level, communit 
organizations have petitioned the 
cities for support. How the cities hav 
responded so far amounts to little mor 
than lip service. The City of Dallas pas: 
ed a resolution supporting the need fc 
the release of federal funds. The City c 
Houston appropriated $78,000 to fun 
a state-mandated AIDS registry. I 
Houston, the funds have not becom 
available nor the registry establishe1 
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TUESDAY 

2 FOR 1 

WELL DRINKS 

OPEN 8PM MONDAY 

THRU SATURDAY 

7PM SUNDAY 

• 

aust1n 
705 RED RIVER AUSTIN 478-6806 
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On a national level, funds are being 
released at a trickle, not nearly in 
amounts needed to stem the tide of ... 
•'the number one health priority of the 
Public Health Service." None of the 
funds are earmarked for education or pa
tient support. 

... Dallas and Houston media and 
press have presented balanced, non
judgmental coverage. This has assisted 
our groups in maintaining a minimal 
level of paranoia in the community 
which is being created by Dallas Doc
tors Against AIDS and Alert Citizens of 
Texas. 

Evidence of grass roots concern is 
supported by the fact that across the na• 
lion at local levels, nearly 40 indepen
dent AIDS support organizations have 
been formed over the past year. These 
groups have coalesced to form a na
tional AIDS support federation-the 
Federation of AIDS Related Organiza
tions. Why isn't there a coordinated 
response from governmental health 
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agencies? � 
After completing the investigation 

and assimilating the feelings of many 
individuals, I have become convinced 
that the lack of response from every 
health agency in this country Is inten
tional. 

Denial of the problem is evidenced by 
the fact that there Is no workable defini
tion of AIDS. Denial of the problem's 
magnitude is evidenced by the fact that 
there are no effective registries opera
ting in the state. Lack of concern is evi
denced by the fact that there Is no sup
port of organizations which provide sup
port and follow-up, nor have programs 
been Implemented which could stem 
the growth and spread .... The disease, 
although renamed AIDS, stlll Invokes 
the classical response towards the 
homosexual community-"We don't 
care ... furthermore ... drop dead." The 
irony of this lack of response by the 
Federal Government Is potentially tell
ing all U.S. citizens to ... "Drop dead." 
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