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Gay activists protest after Chronicle rejects ad

By T.J. MILLING
Staff 

Gay activists picketed the Houston Chronicle Friday after the newspaper rejected a movie advertisement depicting two men in an embrace. 

The Chronicle published an alternate ad for Young Soul Rebels showing two men flanking a woman. Other local publications ran the original ad. 

"I think it's a sad statement that this newspaper will not run this ad when it will run ads for (topless bars) and movies with Arnold Schwarzenegger blowing people away," said David Parnell, a member of Queer Nation, the group that organized the protest. 

Chronicle Vice President and General Manager John W. Sweeny said the newspaper routinely reviews advertising for good taste. 

"We check a lot of different artwork," he said. "We reserve the right to turn down certain things we're not comfortable with. 

"We simply asked the (advertising) agency to give us different artwork, and they complied," he said. 

The Dallas Morning News balked at the same ad last week until Landmark Theatre Corp. of Los Angeles threatened to pull its advertising. The Morning News eventually ran the original ad in editions reaching 80 percent of its circulation. 

But after the Dallas confrontation, the company secured replacement art in case another objection should rise. That illustration was used in the Chronicle. 

A Landmark official said the company didn't object to replacing the picture in Houston because local gay groups had already planned protests. 

"There's a certain amount of publicity value in having Queer Nation go down to the front steps of the newspaper," said David Swanson, Landmark's vice president of marketing. "We are thinking the publicity will bring the issue out front without us taking a stand like we did in Dallas." 
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15 years ordered in gay-bash case/Judge sets sentence to ensure trio will spend time in prison

By JOHN MAKEIG
Staff 

A judge sentenced three Woodlands residents Tuesday to 15-year prison terms in the beating death of gay banker Paul Broussard. 

Saying the trio had failed to admit that their conduct was wrong, state District Judge Brian Rains added an extra day to each of the sentences to assure that the three spent time behind bars. 

Leandro "Leo" Ramirez, 20; Javier "Jave" Aguirre, 19; and Jaime Aguirre, 20, who pleaded guilty Monday, were escorted immediately to the Harris County Jail. 

The extra day on their 15-year prison terms made Ramirez and the Aguirre brothers ineligible for posting appeals bonds, which would have allowed them to remain free until their appeals are exhausted. 

The three -- who can't receive parole for at least 15 months -- were among 10 Montgomery County men accused in the July 4, 1991, slaying of Broussard outside a bar in Montrose. 

Prosecutor Mike Anderson and Nancy Rodriguez, Broussard's mother, were pleased with the sentences. 

"I feel good with 15 years," Rodriguez said. 

Gay activist Scott Lewis said Rains' sentence "sent a real strong message today that the gay-lesbian community is equal to the heterosexual community." 

Lewis said the killing also should serve as an example to parents of what sort of trouble can befall unsupervised children. 

In the end, the case came down to a question of credibility. 

First, Jon Christopher Buice, 18, the actual killer who's already serving a 45-year sentence, testified Monday that all 10 Woodlands youths in the case knew full well what they were doing when they drove to Montrose "to beat up some queers." 

Buice told how members of the group pounced on Broussard and two friends near the nightspot Heaven. Buice said he and his companions hit Broussard and his friends with a 2-by-4, kicked the fallen banker and even rifled his pockets as he lay dying in the street. 

On Tuesday, the Aguirre brothers told the judge they were simply riding with friends, had no idea anybody was out to harass homosexuals and downplayed their roles in what happened. 

Rains called the brothers' testimony incredible, adding that "probation is for people who admit they're wrong." 

As for Buice, Rains said: "He may be a lot of things, but I don't believe he's a liar." 

The sentences mean four of the 10 accused killers in the widely publicized case have drawn prison terms. 

Anderson declined to predict how the sentences may affect murder charges pending against Derrick J. Attard, 18; Paul Chance Dillon, 23; Brian Douglas Spake, 18; Raphael Gonzalez, 19; Gayland Earl Randle, 18; and Jeffery Valentine, 18. 

The latest sentences were a blow to defense attorneys who portrayed their clients as remorseful youths whose lives were thrown in chaos because of Buice. 

In arguments, the attorneys asked Rains to grant probation to Ramirez and the Aguirre brothers. 

Lawyer Ted Doebbler, representing Jaime Aguirre, called the case a "prime example of what happens when you associate with people of disreputable character -- you'll get in trouble." 

The case dates to shortly before midnight on July 3, 1991, when the young men -- all students or former students at McCullough High School in The Woodlands, got in two cars and headed south for Houston. 

Testimony suggested they'd made similar trips to visit bars and cruise the city. 

The Aguirre brothers said repeatedly that they didn't set out to attack homosexual males in the neighborhood known for its gay bars. 

This was countered by Buice, who testified that some of the group started the trip by filling their pockets with "queer rocks," meaning stones they could hurl at men in Montrose. 

The brothers danced, dodged and evaded a lengthy series of questions from Anderson intended to show the group had hunted homosexuals on other trips into Houston. 

The brothers adamantly denied Anderson's assertion. 

Finally the judge broke into the questioning of Jaime Aguirre, who kept saying he did not know why he'd rifled Broussard's pockets after the beating and stabbing. 

"There had to be something going on at 3 a.m. when you were going through his pockets," Rains said. "You were looking for his wallet, weren't you?" 

Jaime Aguirre didn't say but acknowledged finding only a comb in Broussard's pockets. 
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Broussard case anger won't let up/Judge's lack of control on jail time doesn't quiet gay protest

By JOHN MAKEIG
Staff 

A judge watched from his courtroom window Friday as about 30 gay activists loudly protested the 15-year sentences he handed three Woodlands men earlier in the week for their roles in the stabbing death of a gay banker in Montrose. 

"We're here, we're queer and we will not live in fear," the activists chanted below state District Judge Brian Rains' courtroom. "Judge Rains, read our lips, you ------ up! Judge Rains, read our lips, you ------ up!" 

Rains sighed and turned away as the protesters, many of them from Queer Nation, switched to a different chant: "Fifteen months is not enough! Fifteen months is not enough!" 

"When's somebody going to tell them when I don't have any control over how much time they serve?" Rains lamented. 

Downstairs, gay activist Ray Hill had just done exactly that. While many Texas prison inmates get paroled after serving about one month for every year of their sentence, Hill told protesters, the three men involved in Paul Broussard's death may end up in custody for three years or more. 

Hill's explanations of the nuances of state parole procedures and prison practices did little to quiet the throng of protesters. 

They marched in a tight circle directly in front of the Criminal Courts Building at 301 San Jacinto repeating another chant: "We die, they do nothing! We die, they do nothing! We die, they do nothing!" 

One woman carried a large sign saying: "Rabid animals are put to sleep. The penalty should have been life without parole." 

The protest was touched off by Rains' decision Tuesday to sentence Leandro "Leo" Ramirez, 20, Javier "Jave" Aguirre, 19, and Jaime Aguirre, 20, to 15-year terms after they pleaded guilty in the July 4 murder of Broussard, 27. 

Rains added one day to the sentence to make the trio ineligible for appeals bonds. They were escorted immediately to Harris County Jail. 

They were among a group of 10 young Woodlands residents who allegedly drove to Houston and cruised Montrose in search of gays to harass, attacking Broussard and two friends a short distance from a gay nightspot. Broussard was beaten with a board, stabbed and kicked with steel-toed boots. 

Jon Christopher Buice, 18, the defendant who inflicted the fatal stab wound, pleaded guilty earlier in return for a 45-year sentence. He testified for the prosecution during the sentencing proceeding on Ramirez and the Aguirre brothers. 

Awaiting prosecution are Derrick J. Attard, 18; Paul Chance Dillon, 23; Brian Douglas Spake, 18; Raphael Gonzalez, 19; Gayland Earl Randle, 18; and Jeffery Valentine, 18. 

As the protest was occurring, Spake sat in a corner of Rains' court. He was making a regular appearance on the murder charges, but it appeared for a time that his case also might be ending in a plea of some sort. 

It didn't happen, and prosecutor Mike Anderson said he and defense attorney Henry Oncken had been "just talking," not negotiating a plea. 

Spake and his co-defendants are scheduled to be back in Rains' court next Friday, but Anderson wasn't making predictions about what might happen. 
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Sentences in gay-bashing case protested

Staff 

Members of Queer Nation, a gay rights group, stage a "die-in" Friday at a Harris County court building to protest the 15-year sentences handed down to three men in the death of gay banker Paul Broussard. Members said the sentences were too lenient because they thought the men would be eligible for parole in 15 months: Page 26A. 

Copyright notice: All materials in this archive are copyrighted by Houston Chronicle Publishing Company Division, Hearst Newspapers Partnership, L.P., or its news and feature syndicates and wire services. No materials may be directly or indirectly published, posted to Internet and intranet distribution channels, broadcast, rewritten for broadcast or publication or redistributed in any medium. Neither these materials nor any portion thereof may be stored in a computer except for personal and non-commercial use.

