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WHY FOR HIV:

Undetectabla = Untransmittable

FESTIVAL ENTERTAINMENT

Leann Rimes and Local Legends

-----------------------------------------

GRAND MARSHAL Q&A
+ Aimee Broadhurst

« Lou Weawver

+ Sallie Wyatt-Woodell

PRIDE BY THE NUMBERS
Putting on the 4th Largest Pride in the USA
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BANNER DISTRICT

Rainbow Banners Move Downtown
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WHY, FOR HIV

UNdetectable

By Roger Pebody

I recent months, an increasing numeser of naticonal and
international scientists, advocates and arganizations have
issued statements about undetectable viral loads, HIV
treatrent and HIVY transmission.

The most prominant comes from Prevenlion Access
Campaign, the LS “based activist group that coined the
“Undetectable = Untransmittable” slogan. They spell ocut
what this means: Peaple living with HIV [on antiretrosiral
treatment] with an’undetectable viral load in their blood
have a negligible risk of sexual transmission of HIV.

They clarify that "neallgible” means “so-small or
unimportant as te be not worth considering; insignificant.”™

Their staterment continues: "Depending on the drigs
amploved it may take as long as sl months Tor the virsl
Inad to become undetectable. Continued and reliable HIY
suppression requires selection of appropriate agents and
excellent adherence 1o treatment. HIV viral suspression
should be monitored to assure both personal haalth and
public health benefits.”

Prevention Access Campaign's statement has been
endorsed by some of the leading scizntists working on this
isgue. They include Myron Cohan, MO, of the University of
Marth Carolina (the HPTHN 052 study); Jens Lundaren, M.D.,
of the Univerzity of Copenhagen (the PARTHER study):
and Pletro Vernazza, M0 of 5t Gallen Hospital (the
“Swiss Statement”).

Tha statement has also been endorsed by over 150
erganizations, in the United States, endorsers include AlDS
United, GMHC, Housing Works, Human Rights Cam::aign.
Lating Commission o AIDS, Mational Blm.k
Coalition, the P & Women's Metwork -

sco AlDS ndation and Southern

tional AIDS Seciety and a large number of

zations in Europe, Australia, Canada and South Africa

have also given their support. Similar language has been

used by some of the world’s st prominent HIV scientists

UNtransm

In & staterment on Waorld AIDS Day 2016, Anthony 5. Faudi,
M.O., director of the Mational Institute of Allergy and Infecticus
Diseases (MLAID) and Carl W, Digflenbach, Ph.D., director,
BRivision of alDS, NIk, said:

Studies have proven that
‘ when an individual living with
HIV is on antiretroviral therapy and the
virus is durably suppressed, the risk
that he or she will sexually transmit
the virus is negligible.

The PARTNER Study

Some peapla might wobder whether such cases axict biit
sirmply haven't been noticed by doctors. Ta make sure that
wasn't the case, scientists set up the PARTHER study. The
airm was ta observe and carefully measure the real life risk
af HIV transmission in couples that weren't using condoms.

Tha researchers specifically sought out couples in which
ahe partner was taking HIV treatment and the other
partner did not have HIV. Moreowver, they only enrolled
couples who were already having sax withaut candoms,

They collected data on 888 couples wha had sex withaut
condoms (ar pre-exposure progphylaxis [PrEFT: when
vital load was undetectable (below 200 copies/mL),
There were 5E,000 unprotected penetrative sex acts,
arcund one-third in gay couples and two=thirds in
heterosexusl colples.

And how many people acguired HIV from their partners?

Zero. Mot one HIV-negalive partner contractad HIW
fram a positive partner. o tr saicns took place
within tf uples. W of the factors
thal someors miabl reasonabiy suagest could make

transmiission more likely, in fact, did not make the slightest
t of difference.

Are women mora vulnerable than men? Zero transmissions
in both genders. Isanal sex rlskier thar vaginal sex? Zers
transmissions for both. 15 it riskier to be the bottom than

the too? Zero transmissions for bottomes and for tops.

Do sexually transmitted infections Increase the risk? Zero
transmissions in people with sexually fransmitbed infections.

We should add that 11 of the HIV-negative partrers did
acquire HIW, but from somebody else, Careful analysis
showed that in all 1 cases, the virus was genetically
different encugh from their partners’ virus to indicate that
they must have contractad it from another person -- from
outside their main relationship:

Reparting their results in the prestigleus Jowmal of the
American Medical Association last year, the researchers
surmmed it up: "The estimate of the overall transmission
rate, and the transmission rate for anal sex, was zero,”

With the conseguences of 58,000 unprotectad sex acts
already recorded, the Nindings are rebust, In science, having
a larger number of cbservations or study participants
x—,meraliv boosts the certainty with which scientists can
state their copclusions, In statistics, this & expressad
throwgh semething called the 95% rﬁnfiaenre interval,

However, because the first phase of the PARTNER study
had fewer gay Couples than hetercsexual couples,
researchers have less data on anal sex than vaginal sex.
To remedy this, a second, ongoing phase of the study

is collecting more data on only gay couples. Thera's no
indication that the researchers expect this o reveal any
cases of transmission during anal sex whan viral load was
undetectable. It's more likely to increase the certainty and
scientific riggr with which the researchers can state that,
with undetectakility, the transmission rate during anal sex
15 ZErD;

The HPTN 052 Study

The other key scientific study is knewn
randomized controlled 4
scigntific muhod)?@a !

Agaln, the w;bmm

HiV-negative partners wound up

HIV-positive partner. The direct cempa ’

whio had immediate access to HIV treatment ai €
who had to wait for it tells us about the difference that'
providing HIV treatmant makas.

Forty-six individuals acquired HIV from thelr primarny

partner dJ ing the trial, three in the immediate-treatment
the delayed-trealment arm. This amounls
ransrmissions in the immediate-treatrent

TR R S AN R L o .

group, But what about thase three pecple who picked up
HIV fram his or her partner, even though they had been
prascribad HIV treatmant?

In each case, the HIV-positive partner did not hawve an
undetactable viral foad, The ransmission cccurred either
within the first three months of taking treatment {before viral
laad had been durably suppressed) or after HIV trealmant
had failed and viral lnad had risen to detectable levels. "Ho
linked Infections were observed when HIV-1 infection was
stably suppressed by [antiretroviral treatment] in the index
participant.” Myron Coher, MD, and colleagues reported in
Mew England Journal of Medicing last vaar. 56, while the 93%
figure is some way off 100% effectiveness, it relates to the
reduction in transmissions when HIV treatment is provided
early; not the reduction when HIV treatment results in an
undetectable viral load

Transformative Evidence

How to sum uip this sclentific evidence? Dematre Daskalakis,
M.0., MPH, assistant commissicner far the Bureauw of HIVY
A0S at the New York City Health Department put it lilke this:
Seweral strong lines of evidence indicate that consistent viral
suppression is trube HIV prevention.

Given these empirc findings, Mew Yorkers living with

HIV whio Lakee thair antiratrovirals consistently ard have
suppressed wiral leads should be confident that their risk of
HiV transmission is negligible,

According to Matthew Hodson of MAM zidsmam:

This understanding transforms the way that HIV is considered

with enormous imglications for what it now means to liva

with HIV and the best ways to prevent it. The fear of catching

-H'\.l' I'!;um & 5e‘.(uh| pal!mag lu-el HIN sklgma, which is why it's
EBaU]= untranSmittanle
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THE PERFELCT BEER FOR
FESTIVAL

More than 44 million albums sold, two
Grammy® Awards, three Academy of
Country Music Awards and 12 Billboard
Music Awards-- we are thrilled Lo welcorme
County Music Legend, Leann Rimes to the
Pride Houstol ge. Her latest single,
"LovE Is LovE Is LovE" is a plea for

unce:

This free concert takes place
on the Festival Stage at 3PM,

The 20017 Houston LGBT Pride
Celebration® will see a nurnber
of local artists take the stage, See

tllfestwalilneupat. . O U S T O N.

THE PERFEGT BEER "
WHATEVER HAPPE'S, 3

houston.org




Whatever your flavor, we believe it's what's on the inside
that counts. Which is why we take pride in being able to say
that all 51 of our ingredients are as real as it gets:
just simple, delicious, whaole ingredients.

avaiiable on

TUESDAY
dUNE 20™

On Tuesday, June 20th, eat L
at any Houston-area Chipotle E
location and they will donate

50% of the proceeds of your

order to Pride Houston, Inc.”

and its beneficiaries! So bring

friends, family & neighbors.

Bring in this'a

DridEhOUStDn,Orgf withipric That's all it takes to know you've made a differs
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| TUESDAY, JUN 20, 8:00 PM

Dine with Pride

Eat &t any Houston area Chipotle on Tuesday, June 20th and they will donate
50% to Pride Houston, Inc®! Just tell the cashier you are "Dining with Pride.™

WEDNESDAY, JUN 21, 8:00 PM
Rock the Runway

Houston's haute-est looks on the hottest models. It's time for another
Rocl: down The Runway. An official event of Houston Pride Weel®,

THURSDAY, JUN 22, 8:00 PM
Pride Superstar® Competition Finale

They compete each week until one rermains. Be there as the Pride SuperStars r‘-.g_\,_
iz chosen. 18 and up are welcome, valid 1D required to drind. A \

FRIDAY, JUN 23, 8:00 PM
Eden

Girls wanted... boys welcorme: Eden is how we celebrate the women of the
LSBT Cormmunity. $10 donation is collected at the door.

SATURDAY JUN 24. 12:00 PM
2017 Houston Pride Festival®

Over half a million attend.The LGEBTO community, advocates, allies, families
and friends. We are Pride Houston® Free Admission and open to all.

SATURDAY, JUN 24, 8:30 PM
2017 Houston Pride Parade®

The sun sets, the lights get bright, the chandelier drops, and the party gets hotter.
Free and open to all, no tickets except for Parade VIP Area,

ad
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'Beyond Woﬁ%lerlandi | Official Pride After Party

What is just beyond Wonderland? DJ's, music, lights, dancing... Rich's Houston hosts

= -
R Loy

et

Mad Tea | Official Pride Closing Party i%,p

Twao levels of amazing music, cockiails and dancing. End the weekend
at the Rich's Houston official closing party. Join us, we're all mad here.
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What is TRUVADA for PrEP (Pre-exposure Prophylaxis)?
THL VADWA ks a presciption medicine that canbe used for FrEP 10 help
reduce thesisk c? gecting HiV-1 infection when used together with sater
sex piracsicas. This useiz oaly for adulis whe are 2 high risk of peting
HI- through sex Thisincuzes HV-negative men who hava sexwith
men and whz are at high tting infectad with HIV- 1 though sas,
anrdrmalz-female sex parmnars when one partner kas B | infertizn
andzha oihar dozs nat

Assyaur healtheare praadar you have questions shout how ta
prevenlgelung HIV-1 Always practice saler sex and use zond
tolrverr thee chanea of ssxual comacs with hody Sheds. Mavar rease
ar share needes or siher dems that have bady luds o then,

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

IWhat is the most impartant information | should know
about TRUVADA for PrEP?

Befare taking TRUVADA for PrER to reduce your risk of getti
HI-1 infact'?;lt oo gt
‘You must be HIV-negative. ‘o sl gel lestod lormabe s tal
wou donot already ave HI1infeczion. Do not sake TRUMADA for
PreF woreduce the sk of gerting Hiv-l undess you are corfirmed to
beHiV-negatie
Marry HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person whe has
recently become infected. I y‘:-.ghavezlu-lkesymims. youcouid
hawe recenthy bacame infactedwith HIY-1 Tellyour healthcars grovider
ity hal a Hu-like allnes withen the |ast mantt tefore starhm
LVADA for PrEP crat any time wiile taking TRUVADA for PrER.
Symptoms cf new 1IV-E infection include tiredness, faver juint oe
migrie aches, haadache, zora thmat, wamiting, diamhea rash, pight
swaats, andforenlarged lymph nedes intheneck or groin
While taking TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce your risk of getting
HiY-1 infection:
‘You must continue using saffer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA
for PrEP ey et keep you from gelting HIV-1,
- You must stay HIV-negative to keeptaking TRUVADA for PrEP.
Toturther help reduce your risk of getting HY-1:
» Ko vour HIVA staies and the HW slaius of wour painers
*Geliegted for HIv-1 atbeastevery Imonths or when yeur healtheare
provider tellsyou.
» Gettestad for other sexually ransmitted infections Cthes infections
rrake it sasier fe HIVC iract .
+ Getinfonmation and sugport sohelp raduce dsky sl bebavion
* Have fawer sex partness.
+ Donot miss any dosesc” TRUMSEE, Kissing dosesmayincreass
yourrisk of gerting Hiv-1 infiacficn
+lbynuthinkyrna wereeesd in H, tellvaurhealthaans provider
righl awy
If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than
VADA alone to treat HIV-1. THLWATS by iteef iz nme & enmpiete
Arestrment for HIv-1. oo have H VT and teke oriy TRUMADS, your
HIWT may becormie fander o lneal over Linz,
TRUVADA cain cause semous side effects:
Toomuch lactic acid in your blood (lactic acsosis), wlichica
serinus medical emergency. Symploms o lachic acidosis nelude
wegkness o being raretired than usuad unusual rrusche pain being
shartaf breathor Tast breathing nausca \;mr.mlg.swmmh arza
peen, cold or biue hands and feet. feelng dezy or lightheaded, andfzr
fastar abnormal heartheats
Serious liver prablems. our liver may heacome s and tendes
and you miay develop Fatin your lives symptams of iver problams
nchude wour skin or the whete part of vour eyes turns yeliow, dark
reg-zndored” Lxine light-eokred stoals, loss of anpetite for severzl
daysarlonger, naisza, andior slomazh-area pam.

‘You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or serious liver
problems ¢ yow are [zmale, wery sverweighl fobase), or haee been
Laking TRUMAD Tor & long lime._1n some casee, Lhese seaous
conditiores hawelad to feath, Zaflvour healthcane provider right away
1wt bz samgtam s of Uhese condilcns,
Worsening of hepatites B (HBV ) infection. I you akss bawe HEY and
e THUMBDA, wour hepatitis ray became worse i you step Laking
TRUNADA Do no: stop taking TRLVAD withzut first talking to your
headthane provador 1 your fsalthoane provd o ol youlo st kg
TRUAADS they will reed o weich you closely For severa months to
rrcitor your beakh TRUMALRAS notaporoed for the treatment of HEY,

1'Who should not Lake TRUVADA for PrEP?
Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you already have

HI¥-1 infectionor if you do not know your HIV-1 status.

ilyauane HIV posilive, you need (o s athor

medcnes ¢ith TR0 o :

TEUADA by sl sl & et s complele '

treatmiznt “or HIV-. ITyou have Hiv-1

and taka only TRUVADE, your HIY-1 gy
becoeme harder iofragt ovar tima,

Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you also take
lamivudine [Egivie-H8V] or adefoir [HEPSERA),

1'What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?

Seripuz side effects of TRUVADA may akso include:

v Hiﬁqﬁmﬁhm.iﬂu\imﬁtﬂ famure. Yo hea'thnars provkden
iy s bikond fiests b check you odneys befone and dunng teatmend
witht THILARDA for PrEP. Fwou devel l:mcgrgt:‘chl-:mywlnad:m:
proniicke miay tellyouto stoptaking TEUWADA for BrER:

Bone probllems, niciudg o pan or bores gelang sollar Bun ey lead
{ofractunes. Yous hoal hoars prosdar may dolests o check pour bones.

sin fat, which can Fappenin peogle taking TRUMADA o
medizines e TRUYADA

Common side effectsinpennke mking THUAM for PEP arestomactt

arcafatdomen) par, hea: mandd’uﬂcas-:dmr,hl.m;-w:bed'.r'me

proviciant youhaee ey s effects that botheryou o doncl goavay.

I'What should 1 tell my heatthcare provider before taking
TRUVADA for PrEP?
All your hesafth problems, B2 core ozl your neathcars paosidar if yo
haer o e hasd any kidkiey, Bone, o frecs grobierns msludnghepalils
inginfecton
I you are lﬂlnrplanhhcm’pn%:m.:tisnotkm'hni"
THRADS can a[mtmrlnbc{nt:ahjil ',i';u acome preqrent whie
tang TRUVADA o FrEP tak toyourbealthcare provider 1o decide

ushouldieep taking TAUVADA ‘o rER e
Lmﬂﬂﬂzgre ancy regisiry eallacts infarmation shout
wour healthiand the healih of wis baby. Thareis a pregrancyregistry
‘orwomen whotde medicings 1o preventHIV-| duua]?&regrmc;.
Formora irhammiation about the registry and how it works, talk s your
healtheare prosdzr

H you are hreastfeeding inuring) or plan 1o hreastfaad Do ot
bieastfead Thiemedizines: p TRUSADS cen pass o your beby in
hreazt mik: ¥y beromeHIv-1 preative, HV-1 a0 hepassad o ihe
biabry inbreast milk:

Al the medicines you take, includng prasoipion and over the- courdar
e, v aming andherbal suzprorments, TRUMADAmay inlayact
with oiher medicings. Keep abatof ol your medidnesandsho iUz your
hellheare proader srd pharrecst ween youw g, aney medone.

H you take certain other medicings wilh TRUYADS [0 FIER yuu
hesltheane prowdzr may need tcheck you rore o enorciiang eyor
dese. These medicines include kdipaziiith sofcebuir [HARV NI,

You are encouraged ta repon negative side effects of prescription d
mwmwﬁmrmhmmmwam.w

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important wamings on the following page.

Have you heard about
TRUVADA for PrEP™?

I'he ence-daily prescription medicine that can help reduce
the risk of getting HIV-1 when used with safer sex practices.

« TRIMADA for PrER 15 only for adults who are at high risk of
getting HIV through sex.
= Yol must be HIV-negative before vou start taking TRUVADA for PrEP

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection and if
TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

& Truvada |

visit start.truvada.com aSernticabine-enofour dsgorom umarae 3
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IMPORTANT FACTS

This is only a brief summary of important information about taking TRUVADA for PrEP
{pre-exposura prophylaxis) to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection, This does
net replace talking te your healthcare provider about your medicine,

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT TRUVADA FOR BrEP
Belnr:_ slnrliug TRUVADA for PrEP to help reduce your risk of geting

"Fnurlnusl:hel'l"i' negahw
i akeady ar:

mwhnhagrmmty
i findike

'l'mletakmg TRLUVADA for P‘rEth.eIp r\uluceymr risk of getting
HIV-1

. 'mumustmntmemngsa[erse:ptachc& Justiaking TRUVADS
fior PrEF may not keepyou from getting HIV-1.

= Waokd et sty HIV-1 roggartivee 1o ks Raking TRUVADA for PrEP,

» Tellyeur healtheare providerif yeu heve a flu-likeillnes whils taking

TH ADA[m PrER.

- See!he“unﬂnFudh;erl':reduée\'mm'mimformmildmnm.

TRUWADA may i ge serious side effeets, inchuding:

Bulwptllal:hcaudmm hlund[h\ﬂll:asilhnf "
tadeath

Wnrsenlwnfhmhlnﬂtﬂﬂ\']mftdm
THUPVALA, vour hepetits

Da NOThktTRU‘i'ADHm PrEP if you
« Already have HIV-1 mfechmorﬂwudonuikm«,nurum -1stalus.
= Taketamivuding (Epar t J

POSSELE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FORPrEP

mmm.m:amsemm side effects, mcluding:
strrpartant Informetion Abaul TR

ey pratlems inchiding Sy Bilure

inhidz stomarch-

Tzl your
1o whele takig

Your healtcane provider will need Lo do lests o menitor your healih
bexfore and durieg treatmsent with TRUWADA far PYER

T
| BEFORE TAKING TRUVADM FOR PrEP

IEImldeﬂnmepuwdelahnLﬂﬂ!leMmesywl#
F derer-hecou
ekl supplerents, and s

HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP

= Take 1 tahlelm:r: dw, every day, nalju
hagq e poes fn

2 safaraas by usag oondors andyoo must 5ty

HIV-" negative

HOW TO FLIRTHER REOLICE YOUR RISK

FRIDAY // SEPT 5 // gP-4a'a®
- PRISM | THE DALLAS PRIDE DPENING PARTY
LIZARD LOUNGE featuring from miami.

DJ DEA" "E and from
DJ ISAAC Espnuuri

- |
\SJ&TUHDAY SERIg1 B3/ 2P-8P
SHINE! | THE DALLAS PRIDE POOL PARTY
SISUUPTOWN ‘reaturing from*nyc

}rr..:f from dalles u ..E"s.. “|l'il

SUNDAY // SEPT_17 // 4AP-10R#
SPECTRUM | THE DALLAS PRIDE TER DANCE

THE PATI® @ 84 featuring from nyc 2

DJ MORABITO
- .E"”d- from dallas u n..u '

) COLINTED PASSES & TICKETS
bit.ly / purplepride 1 7h

\
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GRAND MARSHALS
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Aimee Broadhurst
Lou Weaver
.......................................... B\t Woodel
Official After PHNoF | | g .
HOUSTON PRIDEWEEK®

" HONORARY GRAND MARS

Tony Carol Smith | Marion Coleman | A jen Eversmeyer

10:00pm - 2:00am | Rich's Houston
pridehouston.org/beyondwonderland
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Ally Grand Marshal
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Aimee Broadhurst, originally from
Concord, North Carolina, credits
her mother for instilling in her the
importance of speaking up for the
“marginalized and the voiceless.”
She is passionate that everyone,
including her three gay sisters and
their wives/partners, be treated
equally. This passion includes her
involvement at Plymouth United
Church, an open-and-affirming
church, where she has served as
moderator (i.e., council president).

As part of her commitment to LGBET
community, Aimee co-founded and
leads her company’s global Ally
Program, which currently has over
18,000 visible allies and out-at-
work teammates.

Aimee has been married to her
husband, Trey, for 16 years and has
“two beautiful daughters, Lauren
and Kennedy,” two “grumpy-but-
lovable” miniature dachsunds and a
third adorable mutt.

What does becoming Ally Grand
Marshal mean to you?

| arm so honored and humbled to have been
chosen. | hope to use my role as Ally Grand
Marshal to further my work as an ally, and to be
better connected and engaged in work at the
state and federal level.

pridehouston.org

‘What was your first Houston Pride
experience like?

Our family volunteered to work at the United Church
of Christ booth at the festival, It was a typically hot
day, and we were giving away snow COnes, 50 We
had the opportunity to briefly visit with so many
people. It was so enjoyable to do that as a family
and demonstrate what it means to be an ally to my
daughters. And it was awesome to tell people about
a place like Plymouth United Church.

How many siblings do vou have? How did
the experience of growing up with gay
siblings affect your understanding of the
LGBT community?

| have two biological sisters, one stepsister, and two
stepbrothers. | didnt know miy sisters were gay until
after | graduated from college. As the oldest, | was
always supportive and protective of my sisters.

They were both athletes, and | was their biggest
fan and supporter. When my sisters came out to
me | just did what | had done our whele lives and
went into protection mode. | also realized that |
could advocate for therm publicly, and in doing so
advocate for their community.

How do you think an Ally can best support their
LGET loved ones?

The best way to support any loved one is to simply
love them unconditionally, accept them for whao
they are, and fight for their rights. As an ally, | can
impact change by engaging pecple in conversation
who those in the LGBT community cannot,

We should recognize our straight privilege, and
when we ses something, we should say something.
My mom taught my and my siblings that it is
important to take a stand for what is right, and to
speak up for the marginalized and the volceless,

| try te do this every time an opportunity

presents itself.

Could you tell us more about your company’s
Ally Program? Why motivated you start it?
Were there difficulties in the beginning getting
it started? What types of programming,
information, resources, etc. does it offer? Do
you have suggestions for people who are
looking to start something similar in their
places of employment?

pridehouston.org

Currently, in 28 states you can be fired for being
LGB and you can be fired in 31 states for being
transgender. As a human being, | could net sit arcund
and allow something so unfair to continue to happen.
Iwanted to de what | could to make sure that othars
understand how difficult it is for LGBT peaple te bring
their whole selves to work. | was already involved in
the LGET employee netwaork, as were a lot of allies.
We wanted to create a way for allies to stand up

and be visible in their support and to continue to get
educated and mowe forward in their journey.

We received a lot of support from our executive
leadership and we took time to develop a
comprehensive program that allows for allies to
come out but also for LGBT teammates to
declare being out at waork.

If anyone is interested in starting an Ally Program
please reach out. My co-lead and ! have conducted
worlshops at Cut & Equal For the last four years and
are always happy to share. We can change the world
one persan, one ally at a time. The more allies we have
in this world.......the faster we make equality for all

a reality.

Faith and sexuality can be a tricky subject for
many folks and a difficult challenge for many
LGET to unite. How do you think people of faith,
and especially faith leaders can improve this
situation? Are there opportunities for dialogue
in Houston? How has your house of worship
worked to make LGBT folks welcome?

it's all about love, As a UCC church, we at Plymouth
United Church, believe that "No matter who you are or
where vou are on life’s joumey, you are welcome here”,
As members of a UCT church, we believe that "God

i5 still speaking”. Discussion is natural for anyone who
feels this way. =
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Lou Weaver, 47, is the first
transaender male Grand Marshal

in Pride Houston’s history. He adds
this honor to a list of firsts, including
being the first Transgender
Programs Coordinator for Equality
Texas where he leads the Texas
TransVisible Project. He has been an
active volunteer for many Houston
LGBT organizations and now serves
on the Human Rights Campaign’s
Mational Board of Governors as
co~chair of the national Diversity &
Inclusion Committee.

Outside of activism he is a self-
described “geek™ and avid reader.
He lives in Montrose where he
shares his home with rescue animals
Bruce the Dog, a 3-year-old dog,
and a “mouthy™ 13-year-old cat
named Cosmo.

What does becoming Male Grand
Marshal mean to you? :

It has been incredibly meaningful to be the first
aut transgender man to be a Pride Grand Marshal
in Houston. ItPs really an amazing feeling. The
visibyility this will bring te the trans community is

something that | find thrilling. Anytime | can bring
more visibility to the trans community is just
amazing for me,

How long have you been a trans activist? Can
you tell us a bit about your activism?

| have been out as a transgender man for going
on 9 years, It toolk me about a year and | started
to get involved. | didn't have a whole lot of
leaders or & whole lot of visible folks who were
cut before me and | started to get involved
because | don't want other people not to have
rale madels.

What was your greatest personal victory?

This is a hard one. | think the conclusion of the
rmiost recent Transgender Leadership Institute
in Dallas was one of my greatest personal
victories as | was able to bring together
national crganizations, 50 trans folks, parents,
and a spouse together in Texas to learn about
rmessaging. storytelling, racial justice, and
intersectionality. The amazing feeling that was in
that group that day - the learning, the bonding,
the community - that was started was

just gverwhelming.

What do you think are the biggest challenges
facing the trans community in Houston and
Texas? Are these challenges universal or are
there some that are unigue to Houston
and/or Texas?

Some the challenges facing the trans community
in Houston and in Texas are the lack of education
cthers have around the trans community. In
Houston, we're still battling back the HEROD

fight and the narrative of “no men in women's
restrooms." While this isn't unigue to Houston of
Texas, it 15 spmething that was at the forefront
of Houston for a very long time and we need

to battle back that narrative. Also, some of

our elected officials are very anti-LGBTG and
they are targeting the trans community right

I ngw makingit a very difficult place for trans

people fo live in. We also have to acknowledge

fhat different folks across the state are dealing
i ;

pridehouston.org

with different things, Houston, Dallas, El
Paso, The Valley, Tyler, there's a different
hierarchy of needs going on and it makes
it difficult for folks. The best thing going
on right now is social media and how it
cannects people to others and so they
know they're not alone,

Do vou think trans rights are
moving in the right direction in
Houston? In Texas? If not, what
are your suggestions to better

achieve victory?

| do think we're moving in the right
directicn, but | think we need to be moving

faster. | think we need to have more people

involved in being advocates for the trans
community. Transphobia affects the entire
LGBTQ spectrurm of folks and we need

to have everybody engaged, everybody
willing to stand up for their trans

brothers and sisters and their
non-cenforming siblings.

Do you think trans men and trans women
face different issues and/or sterectypes?
Is there unity in the community? Do you
feel the LGB folks are doing enough to
fight for trans rights?

| do think trans men and trans wormen face
different issues and different stersotypes,
As a perceived white man, | walk through
the world with a lot of privilege and | own
that and | try to open doars for athers,
Trans women are facing a much harsher
reality because of misogyny and the
sexism. Trans people of color also have to
deal with racism and people with different
skin colors have a much harder reality.

While there is some unity | think we can
do more and we should do more. We need
the LGE folks to care about trans folks
and understand and open doors and make
ways to elevate the stories and the voices
of transgender people, especially the
transgender people of color. =

pridehouston.org

LOU
WEAVER

Male




GRAND MARSHAL

FOE 83 B4 E B 83 E R R4 E ESEEEEEEEAEEELEEEE R

SALLIE g
WYATT-WOODEL

Female Grand Marshal Sallie Wyatt-Woodell’s parents
p P ; always stressed the importance
: of volunteering and community
involvement. Taking that advice to
@ heart, Sallie, 40, has been working
to make her little corner of Houston
@ o abetter place for most of her life.

- In 2010, she started focusing her
time and energies on the Houston
LGBT community by joining and then
serving as Secretary of the Diana
Foundation, the longest-running
LGBT non-profit in the United States.
After leaving the Diana Foundation
in 2013, she joined the board of Out
for Education, an organization that
raises money to send LGBT students
to college.

Since first volunteering with the Diana
Foundation, Sallie has held more than
8 different positions for & different
organizations. Quite a feat, which

she attributes to her wife, Carol
Wyatt-Woodell, a former Grand
Marshal in her own right, and her
employer's generous support for
community involvement.

‘What does becoming Female Grand
Marshal mean to you?

It's @ huge honor. | never expected to be
nominated for Grard Marshal, so finding out
that | had been nominated was a huge surprise!
Finding out that | won was amazing and
humbling. Becoming Female Grand Marshal
means that | can draw mare attention to the

........................................... pridehouston.org

arganizations | support and encourage other
people to voluntesr and make a difference in their
cammunity; that doing so is fun and so rewarding.

What was your first Houston Pride
experience like?

Hat! Mo, it was overwhelming and empowering at
the same time, To feel the energy and scceptance
of our community in such large numbers was a
memarable sxparience

What motivated you to first get involved with
LGBT causes and non-profits?

My parents always taught my sisters and me
that giving back to yvour community is incredibly
impoertant. When | first became active, | did so
because | wanted to experience more of our
community than the bar scenes, and | wanted

to donate my time and energy to investing in
our community. Mark Brown introduced me to
the Diana Feundation, and my involvement in
the Diana Foundation introduced me to

other non-profits.

What has been your most rewarding
experience working on LGBT-related volunteer
and activist work?

That's a hard question, but | would have to say

the most rewarding experiences | have had

would Be intarviewing the applicants for the Cut
for Education Scholarships and rewarding the
scholarships to those students. Investing in the
future of our community is incredibly important

te me, and we are actively doing so by helping
Houston-area LGBT students achieve their goals of
going to college.

Can you talk a bit about the work Out of
Education does and how people can get
involved and support its cause?

Out for Education is an amazing, locally-grown
non-profit. it started as the PFLAG-HATCH Youth
Scholarship Foundation, and in 2013, it

was rebranded Cut for Education, To date,

due to our generous benefactors, we have

given over $1 million in scholarship monies to
deserving students,

| would encourage anyane interested in getting
mare invalved in Qut for Education to do the
following: attend our Scholarship Awards
Ceremony, act a5 a student interviewer, donate
money for student scholarships, or attend the
events that donate money ta Out for Educ&tio{r}.

PHOEROUSEON.ONG. oottt et e i

Houston has a lot of non-profits related to
LGBT causes and activism. Do you think the
different groups are working well together? Is
there anything you would like to see change in
the non-profit community? If so, what are your
thoughts and ideas?

| think the groups do a fairly good job of working
together. The most difficult task is scheduling
events without conflicting with other organizations’
events and fundraisers., It's nearly impossible

to avoid scheduling conflicts, but | think the
organizations do a pretty impressive job of
communicating with each other to avoid such
conflicts. And the groups all support each other by
attending other organizations' events. It's always
heartwarming to see the support of other non-
profits at cammunily events.

How do you balance your relationship, work,
and volunteer work? Do you have advice for
folks who juggle similar situations?

I'mi incredibly lucky that | have a wife who is as
passionate about community invalvernent as | am. |
joke that | can be involved in so many crganizations
because there are 36 hours in a day. The truthis
that 1 am able to juggle so much because:

al | have an incredibly supportive wife who
understands and encourages my involvernents

by | am passionate about volunteering, and | believe
that time can always be found for your passions

<) | work For a law firm (Hogan Lowvells) that
encourages community invalvement and actually
reguires that each employeea volunteer 25 hours per
year and

dy | am an enthusiastic calendar-keeper and list
maker, so that's how | organize all my obligations,

My advice would be o find the balance that works
well for you and make sure you're having funwith
the jugaling and that you'se not getting Burnied
out. Seek out and encoura%e the next generation of
volunteers, so that these organigations can thrive
and help future generations! IIi' g
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Length of parade route from
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Used in 7 hours
during the Festival.
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Festival & Parade.
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Along Westheimer in the Montrose
neighborhood of Houston, Rainbow
banners once hung for decades, proudly
boasting the culture of LGET people that
lived and sought solace in the Montrose
area of Houston,

Yet one day, the banners disappeared from sight for
what seemed like a perennial amount of time, In 2015
Pride Houston™ made the bold move to retum these
banners to their homes along Westheimer through
donations from the community along with a grant
from Bunnies on the Bayaou. That is until 2018, when
the banner district fell under the direction of a new
group, which ultimately led to a revision of regulations
for the banners that hung up and down Westheimer,
These updated rules left the rainbow banners out

of compliance, and the banners no longer blew in

resplendence as they once had done for so many vears.

In hopes of continuing the tradition of the Westheimer
banner alive the Pride Houston Board of Directors
woted to reprint the rainbow banners alang

pridehouston.org

VWestheimer in an effort to commemcrate the histony
of Montrose, as well as the community and culture
that it represents. Pride Houstaon is currently waiting
far the final approval between both the City of
Houston and Centerpoint Energy. The Pride Houston
Board of Directars alse made the decision to start

a new tradition by expanding the banner district to
Downtown Houston, the new home to the Houston
LGET Pride Celebration®, This will be a first of its
kind as no other LGET banners have hung in
Downtown Houston,

VWhile the banners will still primarily remain the
traciitional raintrow design which has long represented
the LGBT community as a whole, Pride Houston will
work with the new banner districl(s) Lo incorporale
different designs through the vears to represent the
individual flags of the bisexual, lesbian, transgender,
leather, and bear communities, This effort by Pride
Houston is intended to showcase the amount of
diversity within the LGBT cormmunity for years and
Vears to come. |
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AVENUE 3%

HEALTH & WELLMNESS

Formerly Bering Omega and
Houston Area Community Services

o

Thanks for making diversity your vision

Bank of America recognizes Pride Houston for helping to create a community where
everyone can contribute to a bright future.

Visit us at bankofamerica.com/Houston c.elebrating 39 yea rs
Life's better when we're connected®
of Houston PRIDE

Schedule an appointment today
and join our healthcare family!

As we move forward as Avenuae 360 Health & Waellness, we invite
you=the marchers, the supporters, the advocates, the donors=to
become a part of our exciting new healthcare journey!

. Avenue360.org
Bk b e R _ fw@E
Bankof America 2%
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Official Closing Party of
HOUSTON PRIDE WEEK®

OF EQUALITY

T-Mobile believes in a workplace that welcomes all LGBT employees
and encourages everyone to bring their “full self” to work.
Join us as we all continue down the road toward equality.

.. MOBILIZE FOR EQUALITY
T - -Mobile- metroPCS

#UnlimitedPride
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