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TimeOut

by Steve Poruban

AlLDS
FOUNDATION
HOUSTON

... Working Until Its Over

n Houston in 1982, as in countless
other cities around the world, an in
creasing number of people were be-
coming infected with, and subsequently
dying from, the then little-understood
HIV virus. It was around that same
time, too, that a group of civic-minded
Houstonians and medical professionals
joined forces to aid in making a differ-
ence and hopefully to save some lives.
The end result was a nonprofit
agency committed to “improve the qual-
ity of life in the greater Houston commu-
nity through HIV/AIDS education,
health care, social services, and

volunteerism,” better known to most of
us as AIDS Foundation Houston (AFH).

“AFH has really evolved over the
years,” explains Ken Kelly, AFH’s direc-
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Stone Soup Food Pantry was moved to 608 Westheimer
on Valentine’s Day as pictured in 1985.

tor of communications. “It started out
with a group of people trying to make a
difference and has grown into a $4.2 mil-

lion agency. We currently have a com-.

plete array of client services and our
education department is very much out
there in the community and abroad, and
has won numerous awards.”

And Kelly couldn’t be more correct.
AFH is one of the most multifaceted or-
ganizations in the Houston area, if not
in the country. And like many nonprofit
agencies, at the core of the wide suc-
cess and continued growth of AFH is
its volunteers, who, after attending a
one-day training program, are placed
in one of many client service areas.
Programs such as Stone Soup and the
AFH hotline are completely volunteer-

e @ driven services.

“Bragging
on our staff
here,” says Kelly,
“we have an in-
credible volun-
teer department.
They do a really
good job in man-
aging and hav-
ing a good
relationship
with all of our
volunteers. Plus
I think that they
see that, with

The McAdory House was the nation’s first privately funded residence

the work they do, they really do make a
difference.” 30

Education has been at  the center
AFH’s work since its inception. In 1982,
AFH created the first educational book-
let on AIDS, the AIDS-Talk manual,
which is still used to this day, albeit in
an updated form.

“I think that’s why it was signifi-
cant, because it was the first,” recalls
Kelly. “And it’s my understanding that it
was just so well written.” So well writ-
ten, in fact, that the Texas Department
of Heath recommends the booklet as “the
model prevention curriculum for Health
Education/Risk Reduction service pro-
viders in Texas.”

Every year, AFH’s education depart-
ment, also started in 1982, reaches as
many as 50,000 individuals. The
department’s current project is AFH’s
gay men health initiative, Project CAE-
SAR (Community Advocates for Educa-
tion, Safer sex And Risk reduction).

“Recently, we are working within
the prison system,” said Kelly. Working
with the Texas Department of Criminal
Justice, AFH is training inmates to be-
come trainers for peer-based education
and to teach about HIV and AIDS trans-
mission. “It has proven to be quite suc-
cessful so far,” says Kelly. The program,
like many of the services provided by
AFH, already has a waiting list filled
with interested participants.

for people with AIDS and the home of Stone Soup Pantry in 1984.

20 JULY 1999

OutSmart




TIMELINE 1982-84

Each month OutSmart will feature sections of the Houston gay history timeline as

featured in the January issue.

1982 - group of medical

professionals and other civic lead-
ers joined forces against the grow-
ing crisis. of HIV and AIDS in
Houston, forming AIDS Founda-
tion Houston (AFH). For more in-
formation on its genesis, see
related column, opposite page.
Now in its 17th year, Basic
Brothers was founded by Rich-
ard Wiederholt. Now retired,
Wiederholt and his first lover
Jerry Prox—who has since
passed away in 1989—opened

at 1624 Richmond Ave.

up a 400-sq. ft. shop at
1624 Richmond Ave. that
featured resale merchan-
dise such as antiques,
bricabrac, and clothes—
particularly Army clothes
and combat boots. The
couple chose the name
“Basic Brothers,” says
Wiederholt, "because we
didn't know what we were
going to be doing, or which
direction we were going to be
headed." About 12 years ago,
the store was moved to its
present location on Westheimer,
at which time the couple aban-
doned resale completely and
began to carry new clothes, in-
cluding drag gear.The store’s key
to success! “You need to listen
to your customers,” Wiederholt
told OutSmart, “because they
know the market as well as we
do, and they know what they
want.” Besides listening, Basic
Brothers also is involved in the
community: selling tickets to
countless community events and
donating gift certificates to nu-
merous of Houston's nonprofit
organizations. “I've always felt,
from the time we opened the

e

Basic Brothers first location

store, that the more we give to the
community, they're going to give it
back to us,” notes Wiederholt.

1983 1ex:s Gay Rodeo As-
sociation (TGRA) started as a
nonprofit organization, which
helped to raise funds for charities
through events preceding and in-
cluding the Houston rodeo, held
every year in November. The slo-
gan of TGRA members, comprising
both men and women, is “to ac-
complish the common goal of
community spirit, public ben-
efit, and a better gay profile
overall.” Starting as a Hallow-
een party, Outrage Inc. was
organized to “put on fabu-
lous events to raise funds for
Houston area HIV/AIDS
charities.” Since that time,
Outrage has put on its
Hallowween Party event,
raising more than $93,000
for local charities through
1997. Outrage now pro-
duces the Construction
Party, one of the hot events
during Pride.

Basic Brothers (I-r) Richard Wiederholt,
Cody Holt, Ken Claude, and Bill Pearse.

1984 1.6 social organiza-

tions formed to add to the realm
of recreational activities for gays
and lesbians: Frontrunners and
the Houston Outdoor Group
(HOG). While the former of the
two promotes competitive and
recreational running for men and
women, the latter is all about
roughing it through camping, hik-
ing, biking, and other outdoor-re-
lated events. And things get even
busier from 1985-1987, so look
for the happenings of these times

next month.

Timeline constructed [from

personal interviews, personal

recollections, and from info-
rmation found in the Houston
Gay & Lesbian Yellow Pages.
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Also helping “get the
word out” about HIV and
AIDS is AFH’s hotline,
started in 1983. Today, the
service responds to 2,500
callers every year. “When we
answer the phone,” explains
Kelly, “we not only answer
questions about our services
we offer or programs we are
involved in, but it’s a com-
plete resource guide to any-
body who can call in.
Anything from, How do you get
HIV? to ‘What is HIV? to
‘Where can I get a test done? to
‘What services are in areas out-
side what we do here at AFH?
It’s a wealth of information.”

AFH has discovered over
the years that
working toward
conquering AIDS,
oftentimes, takes
more than educa-
tion. Its housing
programs, for ex-
ample, set a prece-
dent for many
such programs
around the coun-
try. The latest of
these, Project
LifeRoad, is a
multi-leveled pro-
gram that com-
bines several
services offered by

nishing, medical care, psycho-
social care, job and educa-
tional training, substance
abuse support groups all en-
compassed in a collaboration
between eight other agencies,”
says Kelly.

These agencies are:
Bering-Omega Services,
CASA, Milam House, People
With AIDS Coalition-Hous-
ton, Steven’s House, The
BLOCK, Vita Living, and
Sage & Associates.

Kelly notes: “We already
have some folks going
through the different levels,
and people that want to work
the program, it really works
out really well for them.

Groceries for Stone Soup are
collected from the Houston Food
Bank and private donations.

the agency.

“LifeRoad is becoming
an incredible model,” says
Kelly. “We feel here at AFH
that, the ‘AIDS system’
throughout the country has
set up an incredible system
of taking care of HIV-posi-
tive individuals and those
with AIDS with regard to
shelter, food, and drug-assis-
tance programs. I think
that LifeRoad encapsulates
all of these elements.

“It’s really anything that
anybody who is HIV positive
and homeless could hope for.
You have your housing, fur-

We’ve actually had at least
two people returning to work
through our partnership
with Vita Living. The goal is
to get the people with HIV
empowered, get them, first
of all, cleaned up and off of
drugs and alcohol, get them
stable, get them on the
proper HIV medication, and
then empower them to get
their life back.”

The work remains chal-
lenging for organizations like
AFH. At the top of the list of
challenges for the new
millenium? The increasing




number of HIV infections continues to
climb, even with education programs
such as these.

“If you look at the increasing rate of
new HIV infection and couple that with
people with HIV living longer—which
in itself is incredible news—it puts a
strain on those organizations like ours
because we’re having to take care of
both ends,” explains Kelly.

“We’re getting new people each
month and still taking care of the exist-

‘ing clients. So it continually puts a

strain on our resources to provide food
or shelter or whatever. That would be
our challenge, I think, keeping pace
with the growing numbers, and unfortu-
nately they’re growing.”

Are we close to finding a cure for AIDS?

Kelly would like to be more optimistic:

“There has been incredible

- amounts of progress made in cocktail
~ therapies, and progress made toward

an AIDS vaccine but there is still no
cure and it’s important for people to un-
derstand that.”
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TimeOut
by George Rimmey

MISS

f you were to pick one trait typieal of

the gays in this millenniur

would be our sense of humor and clever
repartee we have all come to call “camp.”
At the beginning of the century Oscar
Wilde was the maste
soon followed by Noel Coward and later
by many other notables. Camp was es-

_tablished as a special brand of humor
_and joy to gays faclng almost unendur-

able persecutmn “When you can laugh
at yourself and your problems—they
disappear.” Through the 1950s camp

was an important part of gay life, since

most of our socializing was at small pri-
vate parties behind closed doors.
In the 1960s the sexual revolution

was going full force. Blacks were strik-

ing out for civil rights, and hippies were
creating havoc everywhere. Conse-
quently, police harassment of gays
pretty much came to an end. Gays were
now able to expand into many fields.
The first political movements, newspa-
pers, magazines, and a variety of social
clubs were begun. Energy was soon di-
verted from trymg to be the most clever,

22 AUGUST 1999 OutSmart

t probably

The Red, White & Blue Closing Act 1995

the most funny, or what was called the
ca_mples gay person to advocacy and the
acti'vism‘ still present in gay society.

However, in September of 1969 “¢wo
, newlyweds,” Pat Petty and David

camp would continue to fhmve and keep
going strong in Houston. Petty, with a
special talent for orgamzatlon, had been

conductm a seri ; all-town beauty
pageants throughout the state, in addi-
tion to his job as a salesman. He decided
that month that he would have his own
gay pageant
America Pageant in Atlantic City, and he
and David invited eight friends to their
apartment to participate. With David
and his eight gues
sary 10 contestants to vie for the Miss
America Crown. However, one of the
guests showed up with a friend, and the

number was now 11. Not wanting to ex-

clude any of their guests from participat-
ing, Petty crowned himself Miss Camp
America 1969 and relinquished the
crown an hour later when the new Miss
(‘amp America was picked by a draw

001 cide with the Miss

_he had the neces-

UNCREDITED

among the other 10. A crown, robe, and

 scepter was furnished, along with a very

long speech covering the duties of the new
Miss Camp America—Coretta Scott King.
The following vear 50 people were in-

ed to the newlyweds’ apartment for the

pageant and each was given the name of
a state, with a script that covered that

state. The format began to take on the

structure of what has today become the
_annual Miss Camp America Pageant.

In the years that followed, the pageant
was held in a series of small clubs. Then, in

1976, things changed when Bill Halbert,

with his unique talent for design and con-
struction of theater sets, became a member
of the organization. That year the event
was held at the Sheraton Hotel, complete
with sets, props, scenery, and even a revolv-
ing stage. Miss Camp America was now on
its way to becoming one of the most popular
drag. shows in America.

Over the years the Miss Camp
America Pageant has been held at the
now-shuttered Tower Theater and Music

_ Hall, the Alley Theater, and Cullen Per-

formance Hall at the University of Hous-




TIMELINE 1985-87

Each month OutSmart continues its timeline series on the past 30 years of Houston

gay history.

1985 gay and lesbian

community continued to emerge
with the formation of organizations
such as the AIDS Interfaith
Council, the Houston Forum,
and Houston Pride. However, it
was the explosive opening of the
Heaven Dance Club that got
people moving. Unfortunately,
Heaven couldn't sustain the heat of
being the hottest dance club; it
closed in 1997 when it caught fire
and sent screaming queens prancing
out the door. Heaven was expected
to resurrect as South Beach last year,
but everyone is still waiting....

1986 Bering Omega

Community Service Founda-
tion began when then 76-year-old
Eleanor
Munger,
while visiting
local AIDS
patients at
Jefferson
Davis Hospi-
tal, decided
to seek out a
place for a
residential
hospice for

which provides furniture and
household goods to indigent
PWAs free of charge. Other coa-
lition programs include case man-
agement, the volunteer program
at Thomas Street Clinic, emer-
gency rental, and utility assistance.
The coalition prides itself as being
“the only Houston organization of,

~ by,and for people living with HIV/

AIDS [in which] 51 percent of its
executive board is HIV positive.”

1987 pirrA/Houston
(Design Industries Founda-
tion Fighting AIDS) boasts
itself as “the largest source of
private dollars for AIDS care in
the greater Houston area.”
Since starting up, DIFFA/Houston
has provided
more than
$2million for
HIV/AIDS
care, research,
treatment,
and preven-
tive education,
according
to the org-
anization.
H.A.T.C.H.

medically  Bowlers have fun at past Strikes (Houston
indigent, ter- Against AIDS, one of the PWA Area Teen
minal-phase Coalition’s largest fund-raisers. Coalition of
AIDS patients. Homo -
Munger sexuals)
sought out was started to

space for the
proposed cen-
ter; attaining
only one hos-
-pital bed at
first and Omega
House was bom.
The housing
eventually
grew to three beds, and today, the
nonprofit, volunteer-supported
foundation serves hundreds in the
Montrose area. Omega’s list of ser-
vices has also grown over the years
and now includes centers for finan-
cial assistance, psychosocial support,
dental care, daycare, as well as pro-
viding a support network. PWA
(People With AIDS) Coalition
also began to provide direct ser-
vices and support for those with
_HIV/AIDS. Today, the coalition
serves more than 1,600 people in
Harris and neighboring counties:.
Some of the key coalition services
include the warehouse program,

provide spon-
sorship and
role models
for Houston'’s
gay and les-
bian popula-
tion between
the ages of
15-21. “It is
the goal of HAAT.C.H. to enable
youth to be positive contributors
to the gay and lesbian community
and to society as a whole,” says
H.AT.C.H!s mantra.The organiza-
tion holds weekly meetings, which
“provide peer support, esteem-
building activities, educational and
motivational speakers, social and
recreational opportunities, small
group discussions, and HIV/STD
information.”

Timeline constructed from
personal interviews, personal
recollections, and documented
information.

UNCREDITED
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ton. Performances held at the

Music Hall attracted nearly

2,000 patrons.

The pageant closely fol-

Vlows the format of the Miss

America Pageant in Atlantic
City. The participants com-
pete in evening gown, swim-
suit, and talent presentation.
When two-piece swimsuits
and bare feet were permitted
in Atlantic City, Miss Camp
did as well. The only differ-
ence in the format of the two
is that contestants in Miss
Camp were picked by a draw-
ing process; thus the words
“BEAUTY CONTEST” went

L

Yep, he gained control of the
stage for himself once again.
The pageant each year
also has several major produc-
tion numbers which are per-
formed by the entire cast. You
will see more feathers, rhine-
stones, and sequins during
those numbers than most
people see in a lifetime. An-
other highlight of the pageant
is the presentation of the Prin-
cess Paza Marcella Borghese
Taylor Award, which was cre-
ated in 1984 in memory of Jim
Taylor, the first MCA member
lost to the battle against
AIDS. The award recognizes

a
w
=
a
o
@
o
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Vegas Showgirls 1993

out the door. A Miss Camp
America contestant can be six
feet tall, anorexic, or a full-fig-
ured beauty of undescribable
girth. The humor and bizarre
antics seen and heard on stage
during a Miss Camp America
Pageant make it a league of
its own. There is always a sur-
prise around the corner.

In 1993 during Desert
Storm, a contestant wearing a
military evening gown came
on stage riding a camel. The
overfed camel soon began
“pooping” all over the stage,

. and the other contestants ran

for the hills, leaving the sole
contestant by himself. The fol-
lowing year history repeated
itself when the same contes-
tant appeared in evening
gown presentation with a 12-
foot boa constrictor, rather
than a feathered boa, wrapped
around his neck and arms.

the Miss Camp America mem-
ber who best exemplifies the
fine art of camp. Winners are
selected by the membership.
In June of 1992 Miss
Camp America became a non-
profit organization and begsn
raising funds for AIDS. In that
year alone the pageant raised
$14,000 for local organizations.
During the years 1997-1998 a
combined amount of $150,000

. was raised. To date Miss Camp

America has distributed in
exess of $359,500 to some of
the most important AIDS sup-
port groups in Houston.

In addition to the pag-
eant, Miss Camp America has
two other fund-raisers for
AIDS each year, both in keep-
ing with the theme of camp—
the “Deb U Not Ball” in
February and “Wigs on Fire” in
June. The Deb U Not Ball intro-
duces new MCAF members to




the public. A “coming out” party, so to speak.
If you have never been to a debutante ball
(or a coming out party) this is not to be
missed. Wigs on Fire is a party where ev-
eryone attending has an opportunity and is
encouraged to participate. The most outra-
geous, bizarre wigs, hats, crowns, or what-
ever else someone can get on top of his head
appear at this party. There is no way to de-
scribe this one. Plan to attend.

In 1988, the reigning Miss Camp
America Lana Love created a projectcalled
“Care Bear” that was quickly embraced by
the membership Four times a year the
Miss Camp America membership contrib-
utes its time, talent, and own money to
decorate stuffed bears and to present them
to HIV/AIDS patients in area hospitals
and hospices.

The Miss Camp America Pageant in
recent years has hired professionals to
help with the evening’s entertainment.
Ms. Stephanie Mitchell now does the cho-
reography and Mr. Danny Williams has
been the master of ceremonies for the
past few years. Willams, who normally
commands impressive fees for his talent,

waived his fees upon hearing of MCA’s
role in raising funds for AIDS charities.

Of the many awards received by the
organization over the years, the most
cherished are the letters of commenda-
tion from governors Ann Richards in 1994
and George Bush in 1995, acknowledging
the Miss Camp America’s annual evening
of joy and laughter and important fund-
raising for AIDS-related charities.

Harold Myrick, the current Miss
Camp America president, said, “Not only
the joy and laughter, but the funds for
AIDS makes all the hard work worth-
while.” He said that this year’s perfor-
mance will cover a period from the 1920s
to the end of the millennium.

The 1999 pageant will be held at 8
p.m. on Sept. 18 at the Lilly and Roy
Cullen Theater at the Wortham Center.
Tickets may be purchased by calling 713/
940-STAR. If you want to have a laugh of

a lifetime, don’t miss this “camp” event. .

George Rimmey, is a community advocate with
a long history of charitable involvement. He
can be reached care of this publication at
GeorgeRimmey@outsmartmagazine.com

USTON GYM
13.880.9191
Near Memorial Park

23 3 Bil‘dSG' and Downtown
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Join Sandra Wllklns & The Memorablé.M(lIIénniu:m Tour:

Nomads in New England
December28 1999- Januaer 2000

Vlsn Providence, RI; the mansions of
Newport, RI; Mystic, Connecticut’s Aquarium
and Seaport. Enjoy the world's largest ca-
sino “The Foxwoods” in the Connecticut
woods. Join our private Millennium
Recovery Party on January T, 2000 at
playwright Eugene O’Neill’s private
home. Party on New Year’s Eve with New
Englund “famlly."

Tour mdudes

e Roundirip air from Houston to Providence.

* Private van transfers from airport fo the
all-suite Niantic Inn (5 nights accommodation
with continental breakfast daily).

e Mid-size rental car for 4 days.

o Private lunch at S&P Qyster Company in Mystic.

o Tickets to Mystic Aquarium.

* Recovery Party on January 1st.

e Space is very limited
Tour cost, per person
$1228 double, $1069 triple, $1028 quad.

THE TRAVEL PARTNERSHIP
Sandra Wilkins
713/526-4471

E-mail: OutTravl1@aol.com

Brad Brager, MA, LPC
Psychotherapy & Counseling

e Licensed Professional Counselor
*18 years mental health experience

¢ Individual, couples & group therapy
¢ Interpersonal problem resolution

Museum District & Galleria locations
Evenings & Saturday appointments available

713.318.4788
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Robin Tyler co-emceed the 1979 March on Washington.
Inset: Tyler is executive producer of the 2000 March.




“Each of the three previous marches
had a process that involved lots of differ-
ent kinds of grassroots organizations

and leaders, and that’s what you need for-

a national march to work,” says Urvashi
Vaid, the dynamic lesbian visionary and
orator who currently heads the New
York-based - Policy Institute of the
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force
(NGLTF). “You need discussion. You
need smart people from all over the
country giving input about how the
march will impact key issues that are
being addressed at the local level.”

The NGLTF, the oldest national organi-
zation in the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender (GLBT) movement, with-
drew its initial support for the march in
April when NGLTF executive director
Kerry Lobel resigned her seat on the
march’s board of directors. In her letter
of resignation, Lobel stated, “The board
has largely ignored the fundamental is-
sues that led me to become involved:
why we should march, the agenda, and

the involvement of the entire GLBT com-
munity. I cannot serve on a board that
will not open itself to greater input and
scrutiny from the communities we claim
to represent.”

Political marches on our nation’s
capital have been a hugely important
tradition in American history. When
people think of the suffrage move-
ment, they automatically replay in
their minds the grainy black and
white film footage of suffragettes,
dressed in white, marching on Wash-
ington, and demanding the right to

vote. The massive

march against the war in Vietnam
allowed TV viewers across the country
to see just how passionately so many
Americans felt about bringing an end
to the carnage overseas. Martin
Luther King’s famous “I Have A
Dream” speech at the civil rights
march in 1963 forced many Americans
to acknowledge the righteousness of
that movement’s efforts.

But more importantly, marches are
empowering and often life-altering expe-
riences for the individual marchers.

“It doesn’t make a damn bit of dif-
ference en Capitol Hill—we do this for
ourselves,” says longtime local activist
Ray Hill, who calls himself “the old
man of the Houston movement.” Hill
says the purpose of marches “is to rein-
force your own troops and to build your
own movement.”

While he plans to attend the Millen-
nium March, Hill has been critical of cor-
porate involvement in the event. Unlike
previous marches that have refused to
accept corporate sponsdrship (often
resulting in massive debt after the
marchers have gone home), the Millen-
nium March will be sponsored by
PlanetOut, which has pledged $250,000
in cash and plans to carry the event on
a live worldwide cybercast.

“If we convert from marches based
on grassroots politics to marches that
are merely commercial enterprises, the
future of our movement will be for profit
and not for principle,” says Hill, who
was national chair of the executive com-
mittee for the historic first gay March on
Washington in 1979.

Hill also has problems with the
event’s executive producer Robin Tyler,
with whom he emceed the rally at the
’79 march.

“She stands to make several million
dollars off of this,” Hill alleges,
referring to Tyler’s booking of 3,000
Washington hotel rooms through her
own travel business to re-sell to march
participants.

Tyler, a pioneer in the gay rights
movement as well as the world’s first
openly gay or lesbian comedian, says
that any profits made from the
brokering of hotel rooms will go back to
the march.

“As a tour operator, I knew to call and
secure these rooms,” says Tyler. “I think it
was a great idea because apparently the
last march only collected $15,000 in rev-
enue from hotel rooms, and we'll be able to
collect almost a third of a million dollars.
People have also said that I'm getting the
T-shirt money, but all of the proceeds go to
the march and all of the contracts are in
the name of the march.”

Nt
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Another of Tyler’s detrac-
tors is Houston activist
Deborah Bell, who spent 10
months in Washington as
national organizer of the ’93
march and is now a member
of the Ad Hoc Committee For
An Open Process, an organi-
zation formed specifically to

anti-march flyers rather than
following the conference rule
to place leaflets on a desig-
nated literature table.

“It’s just an example of

the way these people behave,” .

Bell says of the march orga-
nizers. “You have to question
what’s going on here, that

Top: Lisa Sullivan, Nancy Ford, and Greg Jeu demonstrate their
pride at the 1993 March on Washington.

Bottom: The Houston, Texas, contingent make their mark in
Washington, D.C. at the March on Washington in 1993.

pressure Millennium March
organizers for more inclusive
planning. Bell had a run-in
with Tyler in May at the
Texas Lesbian Conference in
Dallas, where Tyler, a fea-
tured speaker at the event,
objected to Bell handing out

they’re not willing to be open.”

Tyler says she thinks
the march’s vocal critics are
small in number, citing a
recent poll in The Advocate
indicating that 86 percent of
respondents hope to attend
the march.

VoLUNTEERS NEEDED
For CLINICAL TRIAL

HIV VAGGINE

‘TO PREVENT HIV

Research volunteers are needed for

clinical trials to test a synthetic
vaccine to prevent and immunize
against HIV (the virus that causes
AIDS). You cannot get HIV infection
from this synthetic vaccine.

VOLUNTEERS MUST BE:

¢ 18-60 years of age

e Gay or bisexual males at risk for acquiring HIV
e Negative for HIV by HIV-screening fest

e Willing to accept safe-sex counseling

The study involves a double-blind administration
of receiving either vaccine or placebo. The
chances of receiving active vaccine versus
placebo are 2 to 1. HIV testing is anonymous
and FREE.

For more information call
The University of Texas Medical Branch
Center for Clinical Studies

Houston (281) 333-2288
Galveston .(409) 7172-1641

UTMB

e

OutSmart  AUGUST 1999

49




COLDWELL
BANKER

S Wl E oo H UsDaS 0N

£
(@)
o
e
)
c
>
=
Q.
o
V]
ra
=
ez
2
=
@
A
©)
=
°
—
e1]
(©F
LA
S
D~
0
(@)
LN
Sap
)
~
L
Q0
Q
Q
%
(@)
o
LN
)
o~

Over the next several
weeks, supporters of the Mil-
lennium March On Washington
(MMOW) are launching “the
largest grassroots polling op-
eration in the history of the
glbt justice movement,” said
Jim Birkitt with MMOW com-
munications.

As part of the platform
preparations for the Millennium
March On Washington—the 4th
national glbt march and the first
human rights march of the new
millennium—MMOW. organiz-
ers have created a ballot to
determine what areas of
interest will be addressed at
the 'march. Thirteen key issues
have been identified on the
ballot as predominant concerns
for the community.

In past marches, partici-

Because
Every
Woman
| Needs an

OB/GYN

Sterling H. Weaver II, MD
Specializing in
* Reproductive Infertility
Evaluations
¢ Family Planning

¢ STD Prevention,
Treatment and Counseling

* Prenatal Care

* Management of Adult and
Adolescent Gynecological

. Health

Monday-Friday
9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Medicaid and Most Insurance Accepted
1140 Westmont StreeteSuite 200
(713) 451-3030

et

pants had to travel to desig-

“I think it’s a few people
and they’ve just been al-

‘lowed a voice,” Tyler says.

“I think when some people

OPEN LINES OF COMMUNICATION
MMOW distributes community ballot for platform preparations

nated cities to participate in the
platform preparation. Now, for
the first time, members of the
community have the opportunity
to have a direct vote and voice
in the platform of the upcoming
march on Washington.The
platform survey ballot will be
distributed by volunteers and
grassroots activists across the
country, or participants can vote
on-line at www.mmow.org.

Platform Survey Ballot
Cast your ballot for the platform
of the Millennium March On
Washington for Equalits'

April 30,2000, Washington, D.C.
You can help make history!
For the first time, every member
of the gay, lesbian, bisexual,
transgender communities—and
our families, friends, and allies—has
the opportunity to vote for the

Tyler calls the infighting
among activists “extremely
dysfunctional,” and says “it’s
the pathology of oppression to

talk about di-
versity, they
mean diver-
sity as long as
it fits in with
their political
agenda. The
majority of
gays and les-
bians in this
country are
not highly to
the right or

highly to the Houston activist Deborah Bell, is very sad and
left. They’re anational organizer of the’93 extremely self-
march, is pressuring Millen- serving, and I
nium March organizers for
more inclusive planning.

essentially
like everybody

J do this to each
other. It’s like
fighting within
. a family—it be-
comes so crazy
that you don’t
even remember
what  you're
fighting about.
Continuing to
waste our en-
: ergy by fighting
‘ with each other

believe it is

else; they’re
moderate or they’re cen-
trist. We have to be able to
work around what we
agree on and not kill each
other over what we don’t
agree on.”

why leftism has
seen such a demise in this
country.”

The march board tried to
be inclusive, says Tyler, by
creating a Leadership Coun-
continued on page 66
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March on Washington platform.

Take a moment to make
your voice heard by casting
your vote. While all of the
issues below are important to
the glbt communities, please
vote for only your five of top
concerns.

Ballots must be completed
in full to be counted, including
name and address. All informa-
tion will remain confidential.
Names and addresses will not
be used, released, or sold to
any other organization or for
any purpose other than
MMOW.They will only be used
to follow up with 1) those
interested in serving as march
volunteers and organizers,

2) those interested in lobbying
Congress during the march, and
3) those indicating they have
not yet registered to vote.

Ballots will be collected

VOTE
for up to five issues:

Hate Crimes Legislation

Right to Marry

Non-Discrimination in Employment
Right to Serve Our Country
Lesbian Health Issues

AIDS/HIV Issues

Child Custody and Adoption Rights
GLBT Aging Issues

GLBT Youth Issues

Immigration Rights

Overturning Anti-GLBT Laws
Right to Privacy/Choicé

GLBT Global Issues

Other:

An e-mail version of this ballot is available by writing to MMOW2000@aol.com. You may reproduce
and distribute this ballot in your community. Ballots may be faxed to 818/893-1593 or mailed to:
Millennium March On Washington Platform Ballot
15842 Chase St.

North Hills, CA 91343

Name
E-Mail Address:
Mailing Address

City: 2 State Zip:

Do you plan to attend the march on Washingfon?
__Yes __No __Not Sure

Are you willing to serve as a volunteer in your
community for the march? __Yes _ No

Are you registered to vote? _ Yes _ No

Would you be willing to visit your Congressperson
while attending the march? __Yes _ No

I self-identify as:

__lLesbian _ Gay Male __ Transgender

__Bisexual __Straight __ Other

through Nov. 30.

1 i
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REAL ESTATE, REAL EASY™

“I'll be there, every step of

the way belping you find Office

your dream home.” 71 3. 5 28.1800 §
Direct

RonnNiE KEE 913.557.4404

Sales Associate
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d b}aﬂotte Avery

bout a decade ago, when Arden

Eversmeyer was faced with the

loss of her partner of 33 years,
she discovered something: Houston
didn’t have anything to offer in the way
of support for her kind—a recently
singled gay female, in her mid-50s, and
very isolated. “This is the kind of isola-
tion I’'m talking about,” she explains.
“All of a sudden, you're out there, by
yourself and saying, ‘What am 1 going to
do?” That’s when she took a little trip
excursion to the West Coast in pursuit
of some answers.

women my age [
mid-50s, and the

her hands on some really good informa-
tion from a couple of senior organizations,

including GLOE (Gay & Lesbian Out-
reach to Elders). She also wrote New York
City’s senior social and service group,
SAGE (Senior Action in a Gay Environ-
ment), and again, got some more ideas.
“And with that,” she said, “I came
back to Houston and with some younger

women in the community, we did a little

~ brainstorming.” And with that, Lesbi-
ans Over Age Fifty (LOAF) was born.
The group held its first meeting on the
third Sunday of October in 1987. Six

women attended.

_ it’sjus

“The organizatiorf, pure and simple,
is a social networking and support sys-
tem for lesbians 50 years of age or older

and their partners, should they be un- °

der 50,” Eversmeyer told OutSmart.
“We have one social [event] a month,
usually hosted by a member of LOAF,
and we do all kinds of different activi-

tzes‘ ’ We do lots of potlucks Itsa gaod

0:50 mix of single and coupled
“There’s no restriction on being

singled or partnered,” quips Eversmeyer,

“and it’s not political. As a matter of f’aet a

lot of these women are apolitical.” LOAF’s
oldest member is now 83.

_ So, why an organization of lesbians
over 507 “Frequently,” Eversmeyer ex-
plains, “the issues and interests of
women under 50 are different from those
over. Our needs are different.” In addi-
tion, Eversmeyer finds that many older
gay and lesbian individuals tend to be
very closeted. She explams, “It is very
definitely true of old, gay women because
j een so necessary to be

iscreet

Solace in Nisterhood

in terms of family and job...and if it’s al-
ways worked, why should they change?”

“Basically,” she adds, “I think the
big thing is to try and provide some kind
of a networking system because so many
of these women are isolated. It’s very,
very difficult at that age to start peeking
out of the closet a little bit.”

But LOAF has been more than a
way to socialize with other lesbians over
50. Over the course of LOAF’s existence,

_ Eversmeyer has witnessed some truly

-memorable moments “We've had six or
seven women over the years who have
__become ill and subsequently died, and

it’s been really nice to watch the way the
women have been there to assist in any
way that’s possible.”

“ILOAF] has probably connected with
somewhere around 400-500 women in the
last 12 years. And [the organization] isn't
meant to be the end-all for everybody. A lot
of times, women will connect, and because
they have found us, they subsequently
find other things too, and some of them
have become very active in the commu-
nity, and some of them will find a partner
and start nesting. We won't see them [any-
more]. But I think that’s kind of a normal
situation,” said Eversmeyer.

OutSmart  SEPTEMBER 1999 33




(QutvSmart

ouston’s Gay & Lesbian Monthly Magazine

Your vote has
been counted...

Don’t miss
OutSmart’s
Gayest & Greatest

Reader’s Choice
Awards in October.

For advertising
or subscription
information,
call 713/520-7237.

Giayest & Greatest

READERS’ CHOICE AWARD SURVEY

I'd really feel more
comfortable with a
female doctor

GROUP

4101

: JuuA A.
Cé re.fng';gr / KOVACS,
uite MD

INTERNAL
MEDICINE

(713) 520-5537
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LOAF Members at the 1st Annual LOAF Camp out! 1989

Although she doesn’t

find it to be a common occur-
rence for LOAF’s members to
cross-over memberships into
other 50-plus gay organiza-
tions, Eversmeyer finds her-
self the exception to the rule.
In fact, she has just returned
from San Francisco, where
another senior organiza-
tion—this one much more is-
sue-oriented —was holding
its second annual conference.
The group is Old Lesbi-
ans Organizing for Change,
or OLOC. One must be 60 to
join. OLOC is an anti-op-
pression, politically based
organization that fights age-
ism. Eversmeyer explains
her involvement as such: “I
think if a woman has been
political to some extent, it
might he comfortable [for
her] to become political in
the gay community. But, if
you don’t have that kind of
bent to begin with, I
wouldn’t think that it would
be just the normal thing to
have happen. However,
sometimes they get inspired
by somebody, you know?”
LOATF basically promotes
itself through word of mouth.
“LOAF has become pretty
well known,” explains
Eversmeyer. “We’ve done ra-

dio programs; of course, we're
in the [Pride] parade [as we]
have been for 10 years now;
we have a flyer out with gay-
friendly therapists; we are
known at the women’s center.
People know or have heard
about LOAF and that’s just
because we’ve been around
for a long time now.”

And if you happen to be
or to know a lesbian over
age 50, perhaps LOAF may
have something to offer you.
Eversmeyer says: “Listen,
[LOAF] saved my life. I had
been in a relationship for 33
years and my partner died,
and even though I had a
very good strong friendship
group, I didn’t even know
there was community.”

Living in Houston since
1952, Eversmeyer says that
younger gay and lesbians
within the community enjoy
a visibility that wasn’t avail-
able to her, or people like
her, when she came out.
“When I came out in the
’40s, first of all, we didn’t
even have a vocabulary and
there certainly weren’t any
organizations.”

So lesbians then didn’t
even know what to do them-
selves?

“That’s it.”

e




_ insurance premiums and emergency

' ‘988 Hopmg to relieve certain
costs involved with the trea’cment of
~ HIV-positive individuals, The Assis-
- tance Fund was founded. The orga-
_nization helps to pay medical

_ prescription drug expenses for per-
sons with HIV until they qualify for
 Medicare coverage. “The cost of car-
ing for persons with AIDS/" says the
organization ‘creates an extreme fi-

Day. The Quilt

And Houston will ho:
tion on Nov. 30—o
AIDS Day—at
Arts. The paneis con to be used
as a method to instruct those about
AIDS in area s'ch'ool businesses, and

panel dedica-

elp put forth

lesbian blsexual or
i trangendered and
| to persons with

Volunteers of the 1st showing of the quiit display
at the George R. Brown Convention Center.

HIV/IAIDS as well
~ as their families and

- medical needs.” More than a decade
later, The Assistance Fund continues to
assist HIV-positive individuals with an
all-volunteer board of directors. Body
Positive/Houston began, says direc-
tor and creator of the organization’s

helping individuals hv
lives."We are truly proneers
said Vergel of the trgatment
advocacy program, which is
run from the 6th floor of 3400

says, or those with no religious affiliation.

caregivers”” The
group welcomes those from all faiths, it

Kolbe sponsors monthiy poﬂucks with
speakers on topics concerning the gay
and lesbian communit
other various

Body Positive helpi

) have its next show-
_ ing in Washington, D.C., in April 2000.

eVe of World
useum of Fine

It also holds
ops, hosts a

Montrose.The wellness center is often
_one of the first places a newly diag-
nosed HIV-positive individual contacts
for support and information. What
began in San Francisco as a type of
“folk art” to memorialize those who
“had fallen to the AIDS epidemic,
NAMES Project Houston grew
into one of the most visible displays of
~commumty's en ind support in

VOoLUNTEERS NEEDED
For CLINICAL TRIAL

HIV VAGGINE

TO PREVENT HIV

Research volunteers are needed for
clinical trials to test a synthetic
vaccine to prevent and immunize
against HIV (the virus that causes
AIDS). You cannot get HIV infection

from this synthetic vaccine.

VOLUNTEERS MUST BE:

¢ 18-60 years of age

e Gay or bisexual males af risk for acquiring HIV
e Negative for HIV by HIV-screening test

e Willing to accept safe-sex counseling

The sfudy involves a double-blind administrafion
of receiving either vaccine or placebo. The
chances of receiving active vaccine versus
placebo are 2 fo 1. HIV testing is anonymous

and FREE.

For more information call

The University of Texas Medical Branch

Center for Clinical Studies

Houston (281) 333-2288
Gaiveston (409) 772-1641

UTMB
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by Steve Poruban

Before Crossroads Morkef‘ became what it is today—a neon-lit storefront
ieemmg wnth a mixture of guy and iesbicm fuces. perusmg popular gay | lit-

That was always our desig

¥ or example, the original Cressroads

~ Market actuaily has its roots in
Dallas, our mster city to
And it was m emstenc

tion—at The Crossroads, the core of Dal-
las’ gay scene. And, it was a much larger
venue than the bookstore that Houston’s
gay and lesbian patrons have « come to
know so well. It re-
sembled more of a

After about a year, the partnérs
worked to open a Crossroads store in

_Houston, but they had difficulty in find-

ing the right location. “Houston, unlike

Dallas, doesn’t really have a gay epicen-

hing is Very concen-
really no eqmvalent

‘Houston store stands—at bustling

Westheimer and Waugh —was identified
early on as an ideal location, and the
partners eventuaﬂy purchased the

the Houston thing happened first be-
cause we were able to get that corner
and because there was sufficient space.
ve just

ave a place to put it.” .

_ The Houston store very much re-
sembles its Dallas counterpart. The open
setting and bright illumination reminds
one of a fishbow!l more than a store—a
design that took some getting used to for
both the gay and straight community.
Some people expected something more
“back alley” and without “full exposure.”
_“Every time a gay and lesbxan estab-

' espec:tally amongst gay men and lesbians,

1s “well, you know what kind of place that

is,” Ramunni says. “And, among straight
people, I mean, forget it.”

- Ramunni admits that there was one

event that oceurred

“We are not the traditional 1960s, 1970s

gay and lesbian, back-street, back-alley

store. We're very open, we try to maintaina
look and feel that no one, absolutely no one,
should be ashamed to come in.”

cator of what the
store originally was
when we bought it,”
explains Ramunni. -
“It was a large space... that was occu-
pied by about 10 gay men and iesblans,

and lesbian commnmty ‘

“We basically bought [the Dallas
store] for the location,” he recalls,
“but the name was pretty well embed-
ded in the community, so we com-

pietely reformatted it over the i

s;iacé But it took about four years to

_move the store to 1ts current plot from its

ee for six years, but

again it was an issue of location,”

Ramunni says. “We couldn’t do it in Dal-

las, because we didn’t have the space
‘and because of parking restrictions. It

took us literally six years to get that go-
in Dallas by the time we got the city
approvals and the additional space. So,

_windows.
Ramunni tells
the story: “I get a
phone call in my of-
“%¥ fice one day from a
very prim and proper man, who said, ‘I
have been designated by a group to
eak to you about something. We've

is gomg to be? And I told him that it
would be right under the marquis, in
the front. ,

“He says, ‘Will there be a rear en-
trance? And 1 said, ‘No.’ And he said,
‘Quite honestly, my friends and I are
very concerned about the amount of
glass and the locatlon of your entr




TIMELINE 1991-93

Each month OutSmart continues its timeline series on the past 30 years of Houston

gay history.

1991 1 early '90s were

marked by the gay and lesbian
community continuing its efforts to
assist in the AIDS crisis. The "90s
also were marked by a continuance
of speaking out for the rights that
other groups so enjoyed. LiB
(Lesbians in Business) began to
provide area lesbians with a forum
to confront issues in their places of
work. The group also assists to
"empower lesbians to lead proud,
positive, and integrated lives in the
workplace and the world at large.”
Through charitable and service-ori-
ented work, LiB increases the vis-
ibility of lesbians within the
community, while projecting a posi-
tive image of lesbians beyond the
gay community boundaries. Mem-
bers of LiB possess different abili-
ties and interests and come from
various races, areas of employment,
and educational backgrounds.
Helping to curb the rise in hate-
related crimes, Q-Patrol was
formed. The group, affiliated with
the Houston Police Department's
Citizens on Patrol program, is made
up of volunteers who monitor the
Montrose bar areas looking for sus-
picious and malicious activities. Q-
Patrol accomplishes its goal
through the use of “noninterven-
tionist” techniques, watching out
for potential threats to gay and les-
bian safety, usually on the week-
ends.When suspicious activities are
spied, the police are notified and,
following an offense, the appropri-
ate actions are taken. Q-Patrol also
actively educates the public in self-
defense techniques as well as first
aid and CPR.

1992 Asians & Friends of
Houston Inc. (A&FH) was
formed as a nonprofit organization
for gay men and Iesbians of Asian
or Pacific Islander decent. A&FH ac-
complishes this goal though numer-
ous activities, including cuftural and
educational programs; discussion

groups, which feature topics of im-
portance to its members and to the
gay and lesbian community; and vari-
ous social functions. Social events
vary from viewing movies at the
home of an A&FH member to dim
sum Sunday brunches at Asian and
non-Asian restaurants. A&FH also

‘provides the community with AIDS

educational materials in numerous
Asian and Pacific Island languages.
Log Cabin Republicans-Hous-
ton was begun in Houston to en-
sure that “the Republican Party fulfills
its promise to be a party of prin-
ciples, a partygof ideas,and a party of
inclusion." The group also tracks the
Grand Old Party candidate’s position
on gay and lesbian issues.

1 993 Just For Us began as

a spin-off of Houston Gay and Les-
bian Parents as a social and sup-
port group for children in 6th-12th
grades with gay or lesbian parents.
Joining the ranks of growing AIDS/
HIV services, Steven’s House
was started after receiving an initial
grant to help obtain and operate a
facility for up to six people for one
year. The organization provided in-
termediate care for the daily living
activities of its residents free of
charge. Steven's House intermedi-
ate care residences help chronically
sick individuals—usually those re-
cently discharged from area hospi-
tals—to ‘“renew themselves
physically, spiritually, and emotion-
ally before resuming independent
activities. Trained nurse's aides pro-
vide caring and companionship in a
nurturing home-like environment,
says the organization. "It is the
combination of skills and experi-
ence that makes Steven's House a
viable and valuable community ser-
vice agency,’ the organization says.

Timeline constructed from
personal interviews, personal
recollections, and documented
information.
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| Many of us are very prominent in the People talk

community and have very important about Premier ' .
jobs, and we would not want any of our Paging & Wireless... YOUR i
associates who may be, say, going to : . FIRST
‘Ruggles, to see us sitting in the window prRglpao ani%ic'v‘fu/igc:; ’ CHOI CE'
or going into the store.” Realto e o -
Needless to say, Ramunni was a ; : :
bit taken back by the phone call, al- Pﬁgﬁ;ﬁfﬂgﬁf;ﬂggﬁﬁf s"/:g/igza
most breathless. “That attitude is —Dan DiDonato
such a throwback and this man was Preferred Graphics |
perfectly serious and very con- It's a pleasure doing business with |
cerned,” says Ramunni. “He wanted Premier Paging & Wireless.
a back door!” Outsianding service
It is for that reason that Ramunni o greai;—)g:,:; ﬁ%’l
thinks that Crossroads is more defined OutSmart Magazine
by what it is not. “We are not the tradi- 0 e ool b Wi
tional 1960s, 1970s gay and lesbian, pager. When | wear if on my belt | feel ;
back-street, back-alley store. We're very s000 butch. It's my litfle vibrating tooll a
open, we try to maintain a look and feel —Vicki Shaw
that no one, absolutely no one, should be Cotnodian
ashamed to come in.” It's great to do business with a woman
And although it may be most con- enlfrepreneur. Lea, you provide nothing E
venient to call Crossroads a bvokstore, bt Iop—nofl&:&r;i/:)c:é%rrsﬁ
in reality, it’s much more. “It’s a gay Toopees Cafe

and lesbian meeting place,” says

Rapinnni: S ars feary mondtds Premier Paging & Wireless is known

for superb customer service

tional from a gay and lesbian point of and satisfaction.

view in terms of our approach. We ~—Lisa DeHart

think that there’s a lot more to the ST

world and a lot more to going out and : The gay ccmm“nl'y's 'lrs' cl‘°|¢e

seeing people than looking at pornog-
" raphy, for example.”

And, this is the rery cement that | Cailll Premier, we come to you! |

for pagers and wireless phones.

Crossroads invites through its doors.

Patrons who aren’t afraid to sit in the
store’s window and have coffee across
from their partners and reach over to
hold their hand or perhaps even give
them a kiss. “People do that in our store
all the time,” says Ramunni. “And that’s
what we want.”

Crossroads has been labeled,
more than just a few times, a nonal-
coholic JR’s. “I’ve heard it called that ey e ey A

I over and over and over, and...as I | SAVE $5° |
L look at the clientele and what they ;

' do, it really is a nonalcoholic gay : Rﬁgzgeafgevggg:::; :
bar,” says Ramunni. “They stop there I p_ hith L £l
on their way to the bars; they will ol .e pHiCE
stop there because they don’t want to [ any erele.ss phote . |

I Your choice of car |
I I
I I
I I
I I

Premier Paging & Wireless carries Aerial, PrimeCo, Nextel and Sprint PCS ]
phone services, in addition to a complete line of pagers and paging services.
This means Premier will help you choose the service that is right for you! ?
Premier Paging & Wireless guarantees the lowest possible prices, the best
service and the most knowledgeable staff in town! Call Premier today and
learn for yourself why Premier is already number one WIIh S0 many people
and so many HousIon -area businesses.

T —

drink or because they don’t want to
- chargers, leather car-
3 L ey rying cases, batteries
| And, so far, after the initial ob- (?;a% othe’r i
stacles were hurdled, the hard work hong takaon
has paid off. Ramunni attributes much P Expires 10/31/99 Y-
of the store’s success to a strategy of T j
continued on p. 67
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TimeOut
continued from page 19

constantly changing to suit its
customers, who have changed
considerably over the years.

“When we got into this
business,” he explains, “there
were lots of gay and lesbian
bookstores across the country,
Dbut there were only two big
chains: Lambda Rising in
Washington, [D.C.], and A
Different Light, which has
stores in several cities.

“Well, Lambda Rising
has been getting beaten
about the head really badly
and A Different Light [accord-
ing to an article in a book-
seller publication] is now
considering closing their
stores, because they are los-
ing money.

“Crossroads Market has
now become the No. 2 gay
and lesbian bookstore in the
U.S.,” Ramunni says. “Be-
tween the two cities, we now

sell more gay books than
probably...we’re probably on
par with Lambda Rising.”

So, what’s the draw to
the store if all the material
contained within the store is
available on the Internet at
Amazon.com? “Even though
this stuff is available every-
where else, it’s not available
in the quantity and variety
that we have and it’s all in
one place,” says Ramunni.

“There’s a big sense of
gratification in knowing that
people are enjoying what
you’re doing. And, I think, in
our small way, hopefully we
have an impact in providing
people with something other
than a bar to go to and sit
down and be able to do what
they want to do.”

Steve Poruban is a community
writer and newly dubbed
TimeOut historian. He can be
reached care of this publication.

Want answers to your
profound questions?

THANK YOU!

For voting me best Female Psychic

astrologer/psychic advisor
Madilyn Stein
713-6822-7232

Cuisine of the Ovient

Proudly Serving the Communily

“Thank You for voting us
#1 Choice Chinese!

113.529.7888
fax 713.529.8687
2703 Montrose @ Westheimer
Houston, TX 77006 - ®
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TIMELINE 1994-96

Each month QOutSmart continues its timeline series
on the past 30 years of Houston gay history.

by Tim Brookover

1994 Following the 1993 March on Washington, thousands of
re-energized gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trahsgendered individuals returned
home to establish a wave of new service and social organizations in their
communities. In Houston, the years after the historic event saw the found-
ing of a number of groups that remain fixtures today. Businessman and
activist Jay Hollyfield created the Hollyfield Foundation, which was
endowed by his estate upon his death from AlDS-related conditions in
1994.This prominent organization continues to provide grants in the fields
of HIV/AIDS service and gay and lesbian civil rights. The foundation also
offers meeting space to organizations at its headquarters, the Hollyfield
Center, a venerable building on Albany recalled by gentlemen of a certain
age as the Officers Club. Another organization with an advocacy mission,
It’s Time, Americal, became the first group with a national scope seek-
ing to secure the rights of transgendered and
gendervariant persons. Formed during the

Straight From A
The Beare Americal works at the federal, state, and

1994 Transgender Law Conference, It's Time,

local government levels to influence legisla-
tion. SISTERS, a support group for African
American women, began meeting at the
Montrose Counseling Center. Two popular
social groups, the Houston Area Bears

and the Rainbow Ranglers, arrived on

The premier issue of  the scene.The former promotes “friendship

OutSmart magazine and brotherhood among like-minded men,”

according to a local bear website, and raises
money for charitable efforts. The latter promotes Western dancing. Finally,
inspired by the March on Washington, the founding fathers and mothers
of OutSmart magazine launched this publication.

1995~ group of business-minded types founded the Greater
Houston Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce, now one of
the most visible organizations in the community. Best known for sponsor-
ing the annual Empower expo in October, the chamber offers network-
ing opportunities for members and guests

at monthly dinner meetings and other
events, a small-business counseling service
through the University of Houston,and a
business mentoring program. The cham-
ber is now helping to identify the next
wave of community powerhouses
through its ongoing Leading and Learning
Initiative. The Center for AIDS opened
as an information and advocacy organiza-

ment and scientific advances in HIV/AIDS.

The center continues to perform this criti-

Janine Brunjes, an original

Uncommon Legacy member
Baensiige Hanat cal work through a newsletter; regular fo-

rums and infomal mixers, and a useful website. A Houston chapter of the |
national Uncommon Legacy organization began advocacy and fund-
raising for causes of interest to and benefiting lesbians. The group awards

robert
snelldgrove,
Imsw-acp

counselor :
psychotherapist

713-522-7014

4200 MONTROSE=SUITE 540

HEALTHWEST

%§? MWW+
Health Enhancement Clinic
Services Include: - Effective Treatment for: |

Anti-Aging Therapies AIDS/HIV/Herpes

C}u'.ropractic Treatment Chronic Fatigue

Nutritional Counseling Gynecological Diseases
Learn More About

Oxygen & Ozone Therapies
(713) 524-4200
3209 Montrose Blvd. Houston, Texas 77006

tion that shares news on medical treat- -

BUYING,
SELLING & LEASING

REMPX

HOME OFFICE
713/862-3266

MAIN OFFICE
713/467-1166
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raising for causes of interest to and benefiting lesbians. The group awards schol-

arships to promising students with leadership potential, and awards grants to fund
projects and organizations that contribute to the community's health, education
and culture. Legacy also promotes philanthropy among women and demon-
strates the growing power of lesbian giving. Another advocacy and social group,
the African American Lesbian and Gay Alliance, got its start in 1995.

1995 AassistHers started serving women with life-threatening or
debilitating illnesses this year A corps of trained volunteers provides direct care,

——

including emotional support, meal preparation, shopping, hospital and home vis-
its, pet care, transportation, and other nonmedical duties. Assistance often ex- [
tends to a woman’s partner; caregiver, or family. Another organization for

women, Lesbians United in Coalition, debuted. Two now-prominent gay
and lesbian employee groups. at major local firms—the Chase Bank PRIDE ‘
Team and SEAShell at Shell Oil Company—demonstrated the growing ,
acceptance of the community within corporate America. The Garden And
Yard Society (GAYS), an association of gay men and women interested in

gardening and landscaping, started keeping things beautiful on the home front;
this group also wins best acronym. Queer Artists Collective (QuAC) be-
, ' - ‘ gan striving to create a new arts culture in Houston. For the next three years,
‘, 7 1 3 869 1 144 Finénéiat?ianning “this .gt.“oup of peop]el in their 20s (riwore commonly knowr.1 as QL;JAC) presented

[ e & . _ exciting, challenging performances and events, including the 1997
’ ' Investments A Homolmprovement. In July 1999, QUAC gave its final show,Y2Q.The individual

Securities offered through Commonwealth QUAC artists promised to continue pushing queer art into the next century.

, Financial Network, Member NASD/SIPC Retirement Planning

1225 N. Loop West, Suite 1030 Houston, TX 77008 Estate Planning Timeline constructed from personal interviews, personal recollections
u'wutmone_ysnmru‘om and documented information

SHANNON T. WARREN CALL JEFFREY
AND ASSOCIATES F&R&QU@TE

A LAWYER WHO MAKES THINGS HAPPEN

BOARD
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TRIAL LAW
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FOR 23 YEARS
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e
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HANDLES ALL .
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RAY HILL IN LOVE

Falling in love again: Montrose’s grizzled gadfly recounts the loves

of his life ... and of all our lives

by Ann Walton Sieber
Photographs by Debra Rueb

ool o et

“I have a theory of relationships which | got from my mother, Frankie: All men are sorry, and five years with any of them

is more than they deserve, present company not excluded.”

f Ray Hill were not a real

man, it would be impossible

to create him as a work of
fiction for fear of sounding
preposterous. “Ray Hill is a
many-faceted gem,” as he’ll tell
you, only half-ironically, and
it’s true. 4

His grizzled generous self

knows everything there is to
know about the Montrose gay
community and politics, about
prison and criminal justice
issues, and about the euphemis-
tically termed “sex industry.”
Quoting activist theory and
Supreme Court judgments one
moment, recounting a salacious
encounter while cruising the
Ship Channel the next, Ray is
one of those fascinating self-
created icons, an ebullient

appealing ham, always happy to
fill you in on the latest cause
(the current latest cause being
the Exxon-Mobil protest, for
which Ray is one of the
organizers), his bluntness both
exasperating and endearing.
Now Ray is further perpetu-
ating the Ray Hill myth with
his latest monologue, Ray Hill
and Love, to be performed one
night only, on February 14,
Valentine’s Day, at Stages. This
is the third installment in a
series (“It’s really just a cheap
easy way to do a memoir”), the
first two being Ray Hill: The
Prison Years, and Ray Hill &
the Sex Police. Ray presented
his first monologue at Actor’s
Workshop and The Little Room
Downstairs in 20 performances,

and the second piece upstairs at
Diba’s One’s a Meal on West
Gray for 11 performances. The
Stages production is a step into
the “big time,” part of Stages’
artistic director Rob Bundy’s
opening up of his swank facility
to smaller theater groups.
Produced by Diana Weeks, the
show will benefit her newly
formed nonprofit Art Action,
whose goal is to get more art in
the news and into the main-
stream consciousness.

Ray Hill and Love is “the
story of six wonderful men in
my life,” Ray says. “I love being
gay, and unlike Dale Carpenter,
I don’t want to be assimilated.
Being gay and lesbian gives us
the chance to be very creative in
constructing our lives. And by

being creative, I don’t just mean
in arranging furniture or
arranging flowers in vases.”

Just like everything else in
Ray’s life, the inventory of his
lovers makes for an interesting
tale. From his first great love,
Kenneth Whitehead, much
better known as Tiffany Jones,
the renowned “Texas Tornado”
drag queen in the 70s, who
used to come out into the
audience dressed as a nun on
roller skates; to Dale “Fluffy”
Sweat, a demure country boy
from Lufkin who restored Ray’s
sense of himself after Ray got
out of the penitentiary; to the
Reverend Kent Naasz, a
Lutheran minister (“I was a
callused old atheist ex-teenage
evangelist, and Kent could cut
through all that”). As Ray spins
the tale of his lovers, it’s not
just about six men, but also
about the times and events that
transpired around those loves.

Those who know Ray will
want to see his show because
you know what an irascible
storytelling phenomenon he is,
an amazing assortment of
insider information and devilish
quips. “Not a cliché the whole
evening,” Edward Albee said of
Ray’s Sex Police monologue.
And if you don’t know Ray, you
should go, not just because
he’s so interesting, but because
he’s a one-man guided tour
of the Montrose, the real
Montrose, and the Houston
gay community over the past
40 or so years.

For those unfamiliar with
the Ray Hill legend, he grew up
in Houston, and came out in
Galena Park High School in
1958, which should give you
some idea of his gutsiness right
there. Always active in gay
politics, he was sent to prison

OutSmart  FEBRUARY 2000 23




¥

stop pedaling, you fall off.”

from 1970 to 1975 as a result of
his “night job,” in which he was
part of a gay burglary ring.
(“We stole antiques, oils, and
jewels—the money was good,
and we specialized in things
that queers know about. The
only thing wrong is the
retirement system ... I took full
retirement.”) After he got out of
the pen, he became general
manager of KPFT Pacifica.
Only problem was that “neither
perverts nor convicted felons
could be on the air waves—and

AL,

% Y « A ok 5 ok & S5
ay with his cast and his Honda: “Activism to me is like riding a bicycle. If you

I was both”; Ray successfully
challenged this FCC rule,
becoming both the first openly
gay person and the first ex-con
to manage a broadcast facility.
While managing the station,
Ray started “The Prison Show.”
Still running every Friday
night, 9-11 p.m., after 20 years,
his show and its unusual format
has become recognized through-
out the country. After an hour of
Ray and company discussing
criminal justice issues, he opens
up the phones, and families of

FORBIDDEN LOVE: OUR FAVC

inmates call in; for those
inmates who have been shipped
to facilities at a great distance
from their families, “The Prison
Show” is oftentimes their only
way to communicate.

On January 27, Ray was
awarded the First Amendment
award by the Houston Trial
Lawyers’ Foundation, an honor
given by the civil lawyers
association to members of the
media who best exemplify the

exercise of the first amendment.

(“Funny, I'll be up in that
building getting a fancy award
one night, and the next day at
the foot of the same building
staging a protest,” Ray said,
referring to the January 28
Equality Rally against Exxon-
Mobil.) Approaching 60, Ray’s
been having diabetes-related
problems with his foot lately.
Although he wears a cast and
may have to have it amputated,
the day we met to talk, he
roared up to Crossroads Market
on his motorcycle. Still roaring
away after all these years, Ray
says part of the motivation for
his monologues is to let the up-

and-coming

gay genera-

tion know

about the
continued
exuberant
possibilities of life.

“When I was young and
pretty,” Ray says, “back then, I
didn’t think I'd make it to the
new millennium. But today life
is so rich—I didn’t have a hint. I
paint word pictures of the life
I've lived and I'm living, so they
[those currently young and
pretty] won’t fear living long
enough and being lucky enough
to become a senior, ...Although I
suspect only old farts will come.”

Does the foot get him down?

“I was already mentally
qualified for the Special
Olympics. I decided to get on
with it. Life is like a golf game
—you play the ball where it
lies. If it lands in the rough,
whack at it until you hit it.”

Ray Hill and Love will be
presented on Tuesday, Feb. 14, 8
p.m. at Stages. For tickets, call
713/523-6969. $20/$15 seniors
and students.

RITE KIND

Rekindling the fire in the belly of Romeo and Juliet, as seen through the eyes

oung love. Forbidden

love. Fist-through-the

wall. Pining. Heart-
break-for-no-reason. Faint-
dead-away-from-the-altogether-
too-muchness-of-it. Love, love,
love. Great god almighty, spare
us all. But ... if for some crazy
misguided Valentine’s Day
reason, you're wanting to
voluntarily drink of the
romantic drug, what better
place to imbibe than at that
fountainhead of amour, that
love story from which were
fashioned all other love stories,
Romeo and Juliet?

And has Stages got a Romeo
and Juliet for you. Adapted by
New York playwright Joe
Calarco, the premise of

Shakespeare’s R&J is that four
adolescent Catholic schoolboys
have stolen a copy of Romeo
and Juliet, after it has been
banned by their school as too
full of lust. The teenagers cut
classes, convene in a basement
and start acting out the script,
with giddy, almost hysterical
mania. But the more they get
into it, the more the love story
takes them over, especially the
boy playing Juliet and the boy
playing Romeo. And then
there’s that Kiss. They surprise
each other and they surprise
themselves with the depth of
their feelings. And then there’s
that Kiss.

An off-Broadway hit,
Shakespeare’s R&dJ is being

and lips and hearts of four Catholic boys at Stages by Ann Walton Sicher

Wi's Bl C athalie deh

co Lue Ruslic

given its Houston premiere in
an intense, kinetic production
directed by Stages’ artistic
director Rob Bundy. Bundy
picked the play because it is

about the forbidden, and this
energetic charismatic theater
impresario loves to take on
whatever’s controversial,
enlivening, and likely to get an
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News IN our community & OUT in the nation

compiled by Ann Walton Sieber

PRIDE HIGHLIGHTS

emember the “Louie, Don’t Shoot” T-
Rshirts (from Louie Welch’s famed re-

mark about what he’d like to do to
gays)? How about “Louie,You Missed!”? Ah, our
precious history as a community, passed on
most precariously by word of mouth, by ru-
mor, by exaggeration, by Ray Hill, by crumbhng
old copies of Upfront and TWT.

To address this problem, the
newly formed Gulf Coast
Archive and Museum (GCAM)
is seeking to create a more per-
manent repository of Houston’s
GLBT memory and memora-
bilia. In what should prove one
of the more interesting debuts
of Pride Week, the archive and
museum will have their grand
opening on Friday, June 16, and
be open through the weekend
of the parade.

“We need to save our his-
tory,” says longtime community
activist Judy Reeves, who has
embraced the archiving project
heart and soul. “There’s so
much of our history that’s been
lost or subject to interpretation
because person A remembers
this and person 8 remembers
that. History is something that

Klown), Jim Carper,and a board of advisors that
includes Dr. James Sears, with the International
Gay and Lesbian Archives, the GCAM started
meeting in June last year, and became incorpo-
rated as a nonprofit a few weeks ago, in May.
They’re fundraising and looking for volunteers,
as well as looking for a place to have a perma-

This Tiffany Jones photo is only one of many items on view

at the Gulf Coast Archive and Museum.

OUR HISTORY IS WORTH PRESERVING

On display in the Gulf Coast Archives and
Museum will be such items as: more than 80 dif-
ferent T-shirts (they're still trying to amass a com-
plete Pride set), 150 buttons,a numbered poster
from the Silver Bullet from the 1970s,a World
AIDS Day sculpture by Christine Olejniczak,
dresses and a backdrop from the Krewe of

1 Olympus balls. They hope to have a
tape playing of the first visit by the
NAMES Project quilt.

“l got in a nostalgic mood
watching it,” Judy says.“l just cried
and cried, because there were so
many people | hadn’t seen for
years, there volunteering, helping
with the unfolding. It’s like renew-
ing old relationships.”

GCAM has made a special
point of inviting H. A.T.C.H. and
PFLAG to the opening.

“We want them to know
they are more than welcome,”
Judy says. “We value their pres-
ence. We want these kids to
know their history.”

The Gulf Coast Archives and
Museum grand opening is Friday,
June 16, 7-9 p.m. It will be open
Saturday and Sunday, June 17 &
18, noon—6.There will be a pre-
view “gala,” Thursday night, 7-9

gets rewritten all the time by government
anyway—but if we start saving our history so
that it’s not so open to interpretation, then
we’ll be a lot better off in 20 years.

“In the past 20 years, we've lost a lot of our
history because the family comes in and throws
out everything, because it doesn’t mean any-
thing to them. The notes of an early GLPC
meeting, all that stuff, it doesn’t mean anything
to them, it can end up in the garbage. But it’s im-
portant to us.”

Shepherded by Judy and Bryan Reeves,
along with Richard Hunt (a.k.a. Rainbo de

e

nent home. Chase Texas Foundation has lead
the way with corporate sponsors, giving GCAM
a grant of $500.

The group’s purpose is two-fold: to create a
museum that will be interesting to visit, as well
as an archive that people can access for re-
search (or curiosity). They will also store “age-
sensitive” material, although that will be under
lock and key, and require ID to peruse.There
has been some controversy between GCAM
and MCCR, which has been the longtime re-
pository of the sizable archive/collection of
Charles Botts.

p-m., with wine, cheese, and a door price of $15.
The museum is located in temporary quarters
in a donated warehouse at 2507 Capital, just
east of downtown. (Coming from the Montrose,
take Westheimer, which turns into Elgin, left on
Dowling, right on Capital, one and a half blocks
on left, look for illuminated pink triangle.)

You can call to donate your own precious
items, or make a special viewing appointment, at
713/227-5973. GCAM has a
(www.houstongayweb.com/gulfcoastarchive), a

website

listserve discussion group, and e-mail

(gcam@mail.com).
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"My belief is very simple,
we shouldn't discriminate

aqainst anybody. Regardless."

—Lee Brown
- Tatkine with HousTON'S GAY-FRIENDLY MAYOR
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Happy Birthday and Thank You

25 years of political activism
at the Houston Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus

by Clarence Burton Bagby

together to found what would become
the oldest gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender civil rights organization in the
South. They called it the Gay Political
Caucus. It’s difficult to fathom that there
were only those four: Pokey Anderson, Bill
Buie, Hugh Crell, and Keith McGee. Even
in 1975, few acti-
vists in Houston
would speak out
publicly for fear of
losing their jobs
and their apart-
ments. People were
still being fired for
being gay and les-
bian, and it was
still ~ illegal in
Houston for people
to dress in the
clothing of the
opposite sex. The
law even banned
women from wear-
ing fly-front pants.
Now called the
Houston Gay and
Lesbian Political
Caucus, the caucus
is celebrating 25
years of political
organizing, a bi-
rthday on which it
can proudly claim
credit for the rise

In June of 1975, four people came

involved with the caucus until his death, and
Buie is still a member.

Ray Hill was also an early prime mover in
the caucus. When the GPC was founded, Hill
had already been out of the closet for almost
a decade and was actively campaigning for
gay civil rights in Houston and against the
prevailing public concept of homosexuality

We’ve come a long way, baby:

L-r: Rev. Robert Falls (MCCR), Ray Hill, Jerry Miller, Pokey Anderson

of Americans believed homosexuals should
have equal rights in terms of job opportuni-
ties, according to the NGLTF Policy
Institute. Only 27 percent of Americans
favored hiring homosexuals as elementary
school teachers.

“By 1975 we had come a long way, but still
had a long way to go,” said the late Gary Van
Ooteghem in an in-
terview a few years
ago. Van Ooteghem
was the first presi-
dent of the caucus
and later served as
co-chair of the
NGLTF national
board. At the urging
of NGLTF, United
States Rep. Bella
Abzug had just
introduced the first
gay rights bill in
the U.S. Congress.

Back in Texas,
state Rep. Craig
Washington was
being ridiculed on
the floor of the
Texas House of
Representatives for
his efforts to elimi-
nate the homosexu-

al sodomy law,
Section 21.06 of the
Texas Penal Code.
After hearing of the

of the gay and les-
bian community in Houston as an effective
political block.

Just like the caucus itself, the founding
four were not just flashes in the pan by any
means. Anderson went on to serve on the
national board of the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force a few years later, and
McGee was to play a leadership role with the
Human Rights Campaign Fund. Crell stayed

as an illness. Only two years earlier, in 1973,
the newly founded National Gay Task Force
(later to become NGLTF) had successfully
worked to change the American Psychiatric
Association classification of homosexuality
as a mental illness. Two-thirds of Americans
in 1975 still said they believed that sexual
relations between two adults of the same sex
was always wrong, although a little over half

raucous anti-homo-
sexual debate, Anderson met with a group of
friends in her Montrose apartment and laid
plans for the creation of the GPC.

So on a bright summer day in June 1975,
media representatives gathered for a press
conference. Four of Houston’s leading homo-
sexuals, Anderson and Hill, along with Jerry
Miller and Rev. Robert Falls, announced the
formation of the GPC under the blazing light
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of public scrutiny. Miller represented Integrity, Houston’s most effec-
tive homosexual organization to date. Rev. Falls represented the
alternative religious community as pastor of the newly formed
Metropolitan Community Church of the Resurrection (now
Resurrection MCC). Anderson represented Houston lesbians.

Hill, recently out of prison on a burglary conviction, represented
no one in particular, but helped by lending his name recognition to
the event. In his usual blunt manner, Hill said at the time, “Up until
now, I was the only faggot with a face and name in town.” This was
indeed true, as for years Hill had been the only person willing to
speak on record to the media and to advocate publicly for equal treat-
ment of gays.

Miller quietly pointed out the changing times by stating, “In the
’60s, if you were gay, you were a political radical. The community is
more broad-based now.”

The GPC’s first candidate questionnaire included questions about
the introduction of state legislation to outlaw employment discrim-

After hearing of the raucous
anti-homosexual debate around
the sodomy law, Pokey Anderson

met with a group of friends in

her Montrose apartment and
laid plans for the creation of
the Gay Political Caucus.

ination against gays and lesbians, repeal Section 21.06, and give
gay and lesbian couples the right to file joint income tax returns.

Van Ooteghem didn’t know the folks who had called the press con-
ference and was in Washington, D.C., meeting with Leonard
Matlovich at the time. Matlovich, an Air Force sergeant and Vietnam
veteran who had received the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart, had
voluntarily declared his homosexuality to his supervising officer and
resisted discharge under an exclusion clause that allowed “out-
standing” homosexuals to remain in the Air Force.

Van Ooteghem, then the Harris County Comptroller of the
Currency, admired Matlovich’s courage and later said, “Leonard
Matlovich was my role model, and I hope I can be someone else’s.”

So, upon returning to Houston, Van Ooteghem told his boss
Harsell Gray, Harris County treasurer, that he was planning to
appear before Commissioners’ Court to urge them to pass regula-
tions protecting the civil rights of gays and lesbians. Gray told him
that appointed personnel were not allowed to engage in political
activities during business hours and asked him to sign a letter
acknowledging these instructions. When Van Ooteghem refused,
Gray fired him. “GVO,” as he became known in the community, later
said that Gray’s stated reason for his firing was simply a cover for
the real reason: Gray was afraid Commissioners’ Court would cut his
budget for having a highly paid homosexual on his staff.

So the next day, August 1, 1975, Van Ooteghem addressed
Commissioners’ Court, professing his own homosexuality and pro-
posing a civil rights resolution. Less than a month later, he filed suit
against the county for unfair dismissal. His suit was eventually suc-
cessful and he received back pay.

“Gary has this great, high-paying job and was willing to sacrifice
it to advance the cause,” Hill said. “Because of his celebrity, we




recruited Gary to be the first president of the caucus.”

In the following years, the caucus started to mature organization-
ally and to gain political clout as well. Mickey Leland, who as a state
representative had supported Washington’s 1975 effort to repeal
Section 21.06, thanked the caucus for helping him win election to
Barbara Jordan’s congressional seat in 1978. Leland included the
names of Hill, Steve Shiflett (caucus president), and Van Ooteghem
in his newspaper advertisements. Mayor Jim McConn said at the
time, “I think it [the gay and lesbian community] is becoming a
viable political force.”

The caucus became and remains the community’s chief advocate
with the police department. In 1978, Shiflett appeared before
Houston City Council to protest that no one from the gay communi-
ty had been appointed to serve on the newly created Houston Police
Advisory Board. Later that year the committee was increased in size
from 15 to 21, and Mayor McConn telephoned Shiflett for a recom-
mendation. McConn agreed to Shiflett's recommendation of Patricia
O'Kane and, as alternate, Rev. Chuck Larsen, pastor of MCCR.

When the group was reconstituted in 1986, Annise Parker (caucus
president), working with then Police Chief Lee Brown and Mayor
Kathy Whitmire, succeeded in gaining the caucus a permanent seat
on the Houston Police Advisory Committee, a seat that the caucus
retains to this day.

According to Hill, in 1984, Jerry Mays, Jack Jackson, and Shiflett
offered a resolution at a caucus meeting to support City Council pas-
sage of an ordinance banning city employment discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation. “The resolution never came to a vote
because it was clear that we [the opponents] probably had the votes
to defeat it,” Hill said. “So in those reconciliatory times of the caucus,
the resolution was tabled indefinitely.” HGLPC had initially dis-
cussed at great length the idea of asking City Council for an ordi-
nance. “I, among others, was really concerned, with AIDS over the
horizon, that it would result in a referendum and that they would
beat us to death with the ‘gay plague’ offense,” said Hill. Mays,
Marion Coleman (later a caucus trustee) and others had organized
Community Political Action Committee (C-PAC) because of dissatis-
faction with the caucus. As part of the payback for C-PAC’s support,
City Council member Anthony Hall (the caucus had endorsed his
opponent) sponsored the ordinance banning city employment dis-
crimination. “The caucus was in a political box canyon,” explains
Hill. “Unable to oppose the ordinance, we dispatched Sue Lovell, cau-
cus president, to City Hall to work on getting the votes, because
Mayor Whitmire would not move forward without caucus support as
well as assurance of a significant majority of the votes on Council.

“Members of the Klu Klux Klan and Black Ministers Association
were outside City Hall arm-in-arm singing ‘We Shall Overcome,”
said Hill. “It was quite a sight.” Conservative Republican Steven
Hotze made his political debut in Houston working for a referendum
to repeal the ordinance. Holtze’s group obtained the required signa-
tures a month before the deadline.

Jerry Smith, then Houston city attorney, now a Reagan appointee
to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, wrote wording that was inten-
tionally confusing, according to several people involved at the time.
It was easy to be confused: If you were for gay rights, were you sup-
posed to be for the referendum or against it? Caucus-endorsed
Democratic candidates were major contributors to the pro-referen-
dum forces. “When the caucus appointed a Baptist minister from
Beaumont to run the anti-referendum campaign, I was told to shut
up and stay out of sight,” said Hill. The only other item on the ballot
was a Spring Branch school district vote, and so a large portion of the
vote came from Spring Branch. Although the anti-gay referendum

-
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was defeated in all Montrose precincts and
in several Third Ward precincts, still passed
overwhelmingly. “It buried any illusion that
the caucus had any discipline or strength to
get out the vote at that time,” said Hill.

Hill says he and Annise Parker opposed
Lovell’s re-election; Hill campaigned for

president on the platform of a major activist

R

anybody to office. “So it was tit for tat, with
the queers losing early in 1985 and the anti-
queers losing later in the November 1985
city election,” says Hill.

Parker was victorious in her 1986 bid for
the caucus presidency and served two terms;
she remains the only caucus president to
have completed two consecutive terms as

In 1978, Mayor Jim McConn said, “l think it
[the gay and lesbian community] is
becoming a viable political force.”

initiative, Parker campaigned for a “lay-low
and blend in” strategy, and Lovell ran to con-
tinue the status quo and give her a chance to
redeem herself. “That was the election where
nobody [no political candidates] came,” says
Hill. City Council member Eleanor Tinsley
was the only opposed City Council candidate
to screen for endorsement with the caucus in
1985. The caucus endorsed Council members
Ernest McGowen Sr. and Judson Robinson
Jr. over their own objections. The Straight
Slate—headed by Hotze and Ed Young,
Second Baptist Church pastor—did not elect
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president.

Hill ran successfully for caucus president
in 1989 on the platform that the caucus
needed a revival. “We boycotted Randall’s
Food Markets, who finally agreed to a writ-
ten nondiscrimination policy in company
employment,” Hill says. “Caucus member-
ship doubled; it was a very busy year.”

For the caucus, the 1990s were filled with
AIDS education efforts, while scores of mem-
bers were lost to the disease.

After acrimonious battles over bisexual
and transgender inclusion, the first trans-

gender board member was appointed by the
president in 1998, and a process was begun
to change the mission statement so that it

would be inclusive of the entire gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender community. Two
transgenders and one bisexual currently
serve on the caucus board of trustees.

The Caucus Political Action Committee
has endorsed 32 candidates for the upcom-
ing November 7 election, a far cry from
1985’s handful. Mayors and congresspeo-
ple now come to the Caucus PAC to inter-
view for consideration for endorsement by
the organization.

Twenty-five years later, the caucus
remains a strong force working for freedom,
justice, and equality as part of a broader
social justice movement. For information,
call 713/521-1000 or see www.hglpc.org.

Clarence Burton Bagby is a native Houstonian
active in civic and political affairs, locally as well
as nationally. He serves on the national executive
board of the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force and the Houston Gay and Lesbian
Political Caucus board of trustees. He was pres-
ident of the caucus in 1998 after serving as a cau-
cus trustee for two years. He is the executive
director of the Old West End Association.
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Houston 1967
The Tumblebugs Take on City Hall

Tape measures and pencils crowded her
pockets. Tools hung over her left shoulder.
Rita Wanstrom trudged upstairs. It had been
one of Houston’s insufferable summer days
when even the hardiest workers found
themselves frequenting the five- gallon bucket

Inside the apartment [she shared with her
partner, Ricci Cortez], Rita kicked off her
boots and rested for a spell. Rita had been
setting up and serving drinks at the Roaring
Sixties for three years. It had become a
“family” operation. Peaches, who was known
for his flawless interpretation of “My Way,”
choreographed the drag queens. Leo, who
could rise from alto to soprano in a single

refrain, bartended. And Ricci, who flawlessly
stripped, held court while Rita greeted guests
beneath her oil portrait.

Known as the homosexual playground of
the South, Houston was already home to a
dozen gay bars and clubs when the Roaring
Sixties opened on June 23, 1967. Unlike
Mafia-controlled bars of many Northern
cities, gay clubs in “Space City” were often
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",Southern hlstory is never

writes Jim Sears in his introduc—
tion to Rebels, Rubyfruit, and
Rhinestones: Queering
Space in the Stonewall
South. A professor at the
University of South Caro-
lina, Sears is slowly and

owned by straight women. There was Effies’
Pink Elephant (which had been around since
the '40s), catering to older gay men; Verlon’s
Surf Lounge; the Round Table on Westheimer,
owned by Dorothy; Rocky’s, a hole-in-the-wall
working-class club on West Dallas; and the
Desert Room, whose famed Sunday afternoon
tea dances were guarded by Hazel with a
watchful eye for the police and an agile thumb

the South. Published in August
2001 by Rutgers University
. Press, RRR is the second in a

set to flicker the lights.

With its checkered tablecloths, crimson
drapes, and ruby walls, the Roaring Sixties
was a place that a lot of folks called home. . . .
In addition to lesbian regulars like Dee Dee,
who’d waltz in with slacks, cuffs turned up,
hair slicked back, and tanned Mexican shoes,
there was a one-armed guy who’d shoot pool
with Rita for $20 a ball. Rita used one of her

outh.” We present here ex-
erpts from Rebels, Rubyfrmt
and Rhmestones.

ool serics i ik
Sears intends to portray
the whole chronologic
sweep of queer South-
ern hlSl'OI‘Y, woven from s

matched pair of San Toeos; he used the end
of a broomstick—and “cleared the table.”
Rita awakened as Ricci gently removed
her pocket tools. “It’s okay, Poppa Bear. Just
go back to sleep. I'll set up for tonight’s crowd.”

n 1967 Rita, celebrating her fourth year
with Ricei, opened the Roaring Sixties. “A

lot of club owners back then said women
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e ore butch—lookl goatrons an Irish

ut commands. “You get over here You'

also a convement excuse for some bar owners to restrict

leshians. “Everyone got mad,” remembers Rita. “But

what could you do?” Rita paid all of the $25 fines and

. hu"ed an all-glrl band, led by “ittle butch” Sandra to
_ “pump our business back up.”

A month later there was another rald As m
Stonewall, something snapped “Idon’t think the other

‘bar owners could see what was happening,” swears

' ‘R1ta, However, she “saw the need for someone to speak

out on behalf of this community.” It was an unjust law
hat “deprived me of my right to do business.”
 Wanstrom sought out the help of Percy Foreman,
Whose legal fee matched hlS status as the preeminent,
lawyer of the Southwest. Foreman was willing to
_represent Rita when another raid befell her club. As
Rita headed down to the Roarmg 81xt1es that evenmg

to rally folks, “I happened to see a little tumblebug.

'Now, a tumblebug will just lay there untﬂ somebody
turns it over and helps it back on its feet.” And 50, as

the summer of 1967 receded 1nto history, the'

Tumblebugs were born.
Selling sweatshirts, hostmg beneﬁts

‘made up the Tumblebugs raised Foreman’s $2, 500 fee.

. In challenging the city ordmance, Rita hoped to get

“people to think for themselves about what was
_ happening to us and what we needed to do to take the
_ heat off.” However, Houston had preclous little of what
might be called a “gay community.” Aside from the
~ mostly straight-owned gay bars and the hundred or 80

and
__ sponsoring drag shows, the dozen or so women who

Sixties; Second From top is
Rita Wanstrom (right) wnth
her darling Ruca.

“A-list” gay men who hosted the D1anaAwards, a parody of the Osoars‘
[for which Rita designed some of the costumes], there were mostly,‘

homosexual closeted 1nd1v1duals some of whom dlsplayed the

Southern fondness for eccentrlolty

One Diana member operated the Four Seasons on Market Square.
“He had a beautlful house on Choclaﬁle Road with a swimming pool

AUGUST 2001
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_ surrounded the hous

~ said:
. More cops came in and they made her repeat it. It turned
_ out that she worked in a meat factory and when the

ylaxyiv. _

appointed hour, R
‘mayors ass tant,

that Clty Hall

'contmue to enforce tl
transferred to the Nare
bothered us age

on the S cond ﬂoor and hve peacocks running on all of

these acres of 1and dlscloses Rita. Four bungalows

‘Here Rock Hudson and other
closeted celebntlos vvould come to party and brmg then' ‘
tricks. . . ,_ ‘

__ Few Houston homosexuals harbored any

expectatlon of orgamzed political activity. Wanstrom

declares, “If we'd have had a parade down Westheimer .
in 1967, we would have been stoned. . .. We were,” Rita |
_continues, “ a lost people who needed to come together.” '

Two nights before New Year’s Eve, a sergeant and
his men of the vice squad rushed into the Sixties and
found women “dressed in men’s pants men’s shlrts and

men ‘s shoes.

Rita reminisces: “They hned people up and started
questlonmg ‘One woman who was asked her occupation
‘I'm a weenie peeler. That just broke everyone up.

weenies came through she would peel one to make sure

it was stuffed rxght So they put all of the butches in the

paddy wagon.” .
; Thls tlme though th1 gsw ‘

It wﬂl be a test of th v1cé squads concept of
the law‘ ‘ ‘

“come through he back door of Clty Hall and walk up
three flights of stairs to the mayor’s office.” At the
y re :embers climbing the stalrs,
entermg through the re exit, and meetmg with the
' Larry ‘McKaskle, in a _converted

nched from McKaskle a promise
ould 1ndeed check into” the lesbzan ,
bar raids. . ,
_On the ‘,day of the trial, tha and her “glrls —
wearmg dresses and n akeupwappeared before Judge

ord nan e. Inexphcably, however, he was
; sxon. Rita affirms, “They never




riedan, Gloria

of me!” exclaims. ekey But the caucus
; ‘ &Y ; , 2 was ‘very stralght although there
Scnbbhng “Po Y, the ﬁve foot- L ! » k- were people in the closet”—including
three social science major, recently ar- = : : Pokey—who “kept sneaking off” to a
ived from college in ,Flonda walked ; : b : sexual orientation workshop on the

. in’s. Wearing a B ’ top floor. There she learned about the
_pleated skirt, her brown hair trailing Montrose Gaze Community Center
to her waist, Pokey Anderson stepped that had officially opened three
‘up to the bar and ordered a ginger ale. months earlier, inspired by the Dallas
The bartender winced, as if to ask, “Do i S : gay pride parade that past June.
ou know where you are?” i 5 \ A few days later, Pokey parked her
Identifying he elf as a femlmst - ' VW bug near the corner of Fairview

‘ : at Whitney. . . . Inside the

ingalow she found a couple

people, mostly men,

so tracked down

Integrity/Ho volved from
; ; ; small Dignity loly Rosary Church
_so-closeted leshian ast-pitch softhball  Bu ~ three years earlier. But, again, it was all
at Memorial Parl - and relished the annual  of énxearher generation of activists hke Rita gay guys,” Pokey said, “mostly older,
International Softbaﬂ tournament at Wanstrom and her Tumblebugs, was aboutto  conservative, closeted men.” This self-
summer’s end. Meanwhile, the “A-List tip the boat of Houston heterodoxy. . . . described “fellowship for homophiles”
Lesbians” enjoyed ohtiﬁgs like Easter egg As 1973 began, Pokey attended the first included founders Bill Buie, Mark Barron,
hunts on Lake Japhe’?, and Halloween parties. National Women’s Political Caucus Hugh Crell, and Keith McGee. As an
. Most, like those frequenting the Roaring convention held at the Rice Hotel. “Sissy  unaffiliated political group, it provided gay
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speakers, sponsored
VD screenings, and
supported political
_candidates. .

Later Pokey wrcbe

wondering if she was
“the only woman in
the world who
thought women were
important enough to
love for real,” went to

Star would always say, ‘Darn i mlssed

them again.”

Pokey explains, “Back then, it was a
total fantasy to find 75 lesbians anywhere

in Houston, except for a bar.”

In Houston, a bevy of newspapers

South” a decade iéter

When Integrity was founded in 1970,
a local printer, Floyd Goff (under the
name Phil Frank) published Nuntius,

BRANDON WOLF

Task Force White House Conference. The photograph was
taken at the White House on March 26, 1977. After the
meeting on gay rights, Anderson (inset) talks to reporters
ot a press conference. k

community” had
evolved into the show
“Out of the Closets,
Into the Streets” that
aired every other
Sunday afternoon.

at Memorial Park to
scores of other lesbians.
Women formed
basketball and touch
football teams. Some
men formed or joined

a newsletter. Headquartered at the
Locker on Westheimer, these men of
leather held Christmas and pledge
parties, conducted change-of-command
ceremonies, and sponsored interclub
activities with local and regional

Jenter hosted

the Resurrection.

During the ’70s, the city bar scene
grew proportionately with the gay
population and its increasing
openness. . . . Among the city’s 30-odd

queer bars, the most notorious and
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boasting a back patio rife with
sexual activity. One of the biggest
ay dance halls between the East
~ Coasts, the Bayou .
Landing, opened in 1973 [just off S.
Shepherd, across the street from
vhere Bookstop is today} ‘Both
women and men would crowd onto
the dance floor on a weekend night.
It was there that Pokey learned to 74,
do the Cotton-Eyed Joe. . : critical mass
This was also an era, as David .
nders of the
y, reme bers,
when “the war on drugs was almost
__ non- ex1stent It was easy to get
almost any drug you wanted: tabs
of acid, Quaaludes, pot, uppers.”
Leaders of Integrity/Houston ed o ,
~ bargoers to practice “enlightened self - men also ek T ' very  years wonld pass before
interest,” reminding them of the frequent America runner-up and an encyclopedia
appearances of plamclothes vice ofﬁcer, They ‘
distributed silk-screened poste
reinforced the old Mattachine message—
“What I do reﬂects on you. What you do
reflects on me. What we do reflects on the ~
entire gay community.” re-election that fall, Integmty/Houston m\nted
. In May 1978, Billy Walker, Chuck the three top candidates to spe
‘ Eerger, and Bob Osborne stood before eetmg Only one (¢ ;
Houston City Council. As leaders of the new Integrity c1rculated ﬂyers to 25 gay bars
pohtlcal advocacy group formed out of the on election eve supportlng Hofheinz’s

poﬂlitic‘al g“i'oui)s were no longer
quixotic operations across the South

of : homos xﬁal

Outrage or Police Womans Flowers
of Evﬂ or Weekend dancmg to “The

, y '
Anderson is in the second row, second from right.

end to pohce harassment of homosexuals a counc11man Dick Gottlieb. Although his
haxson to the Pohce Department and a opponent was supported by the mayor and

' psychlatrlst mstead of Clty Council. ~ Mayor Hofhemz brought i in a new pohce
. During the dog days of August 1973, chief w1th whom representatives of the gay
afber Lou Reed’ “Walk on the Wﬂd Slde” h: d ' '
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