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CURBSIDE SERVICE DURING COVID

Bayou City

HOSPITAL SERVICES

preventative care Dentistry & Surgery
Internal Medicine Radiology
& Ultrasonography Acupuncture
Grooming Exotics

4720 Washington Ave. - 713.343.9909}&
Hours: Monday - Friday: 7am - 6 pm & ™~

Saturday: 7 am - Noon
BAYOUCITYVETS.COM

s

DAVID BATAGOWER
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COMPASS
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February might be

the shortest month

of the year, but there

sureis alot happen-
ing in Houston!

Our Black History Month fea-
ture profiles three Black LGBTQ
leaders whose work enriches the
lives of countless Houstonians—
celebrity stylist Ty Hunter, HIV
activist Jordan Edwards, and
youth advocate Natalie Ferguson,
whose work supports homeless
teens of all gender identities and
sexualities. We also fill you in on
the Ensemble Theatre’s produc-
tion of Paradise Blue, as well as
this Midtown theater’s legacy of
Black storytelling excellence.

To celebrate the month of
love, we introduce you to four lo-
cal queer couples who remind us
that communication is the key to

EDITOR’S NOTE

ahappy relationship. Writer
Ryan Leach introduces you to
our cover stars, politically active
husbands Mario Castillo and
Joel Rottier, and writer Zach
McKenzie interviews husbands
Desmond D. and Justin Bertrand-
Pitts, whose mentorship pro-
gram reaches out to young men
throughout the city. Writer Sam
Byrd sits down with Kerry and
Grayson Chandler, the Galves-
ton trans couple who spearhead
anational pageantry system,
while writer Jenny Block chats
with wives Jessica Williams and
Lauren Smith, co-owners of the
highly successful EventSmith
Productions.

And downtown in Houston’s
Theater District, Cambodian Rock
Band is electrifying audiences
this month at the Alley Theatre,

thanks to award-winning direc-
tor Chay Yew. Don’t miss our
interview with this engaging
playwright.

Over at the Hobby Center,
perennial favorite Chicago is this
month’s Theatre Under the Stars
production. Writer Zach McKen-
zie sits down with star Christina
Wells, our talented hometown
gal who plays Matron “Mama”
Morton. The Out@TUTS after-
party, sponsored by OUTSMART
magazine, follows the February 9
performance.

Getyour tickets to the Hous-
ton Ballet’s March 3 performance
of Stanton Welch’s Romeo and
Juliet and attend our LGBTQ
Out at the Ballet private recep-
tion before the show—a great way
to meet fellow ballet lovers next
month!

Thanks to local photog-
rapher Frank Hernandez and
OuTSMART creative director
Alex Rosa, who created the
striking Memorial Park sunset
photos for our cover story.
You’ll want to check out that re-
cently completed Clay Family
Eastern Glades area of the park
during your next visit.

See you next month!

Greg Jeu
Publisher

HERE, EVERYONE COUNTS
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THINGS te D

STAGE
Through March 3

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL: KOOZA

This year, Cirque du Soleil returns to its
circus origins with their show under the
Big Top at Sam Houston Race Park.
KOOZA combines acrobatic perfor-
mance and the art of clowning, while
exploring fear, identity, recognition,
and power.

The performance tells the story of
an Innocent’s journey, which brings him
into contact with comedic characters
from an electrifying and visual world
full of surprises, thrills, audacity, and
total involvement.

12 FEBRUARY 2023 | OutSmartMagazine.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

@QUEER

British daily The Independent says that
“KOOZA blends, almost to perfection,
its subcontinental sounds, its stunning
lighting and costumes with theatrical
ingenuity and acrobatic wonder.”
Tickets to the 100-minute, family-
friendly performance are available
now. Additionally, attendees can take
their Cirque du Soleil visit to the next
level with the VIP experience, which
includes exclusive access to a VIP suite
and some of the best seats in the house.
tinyurl.com/4ueyaycd
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February 4

THE WATERMELON WOMAN

MPFAH screens this landmark example of New Queer Cin-
ema. Director Cheryl Dunye’s romantic comedy explores
the history of film with an inventive plot set in the 1930s. A
Q&A with Dunye follows the screening.
tinyurl.com/mtjw47nx

STAGE

February 23-March 5

ROMEO AND JULIET

The Houston Ballet brings Shakespeare to life on stage.
Stanton Welch’s Romeo and Juliet returns to Wortham
Theater Center for the first time since its debut in 2015.

The star-crossed lovers meet again, and their tale is
woven into the ballet with music by Sergey Prokofiev and
lavish sets and costumes inspired by the Italian Renais-
sance, created by acclaimed Italian designer Roberta Guidi
diBagno. Welch’s Romeo and Juliet reimagines the famous
Shakespeare tragedy by combining classic themes with
fresh choreography.

Q Tickets are available now, and Houston Ballet is
partnering with OurSmart for a special March 3 LGBTQ
Out at the Ballet night—25% off orchestra-level seats
and a complimentary drink during private receptions be-
fore the show and at intermission. tinyurl.com/bddufcep



STAGE
Through January 2024

DRUNK
SHAKESPEARE

Serve up cocktails with a side of
comedy, tragedy, and history as
Drunk Shakespeare’s cast makes
their way through some of the
best of the Bard’s canon with a
cast member drunk each night.
tinyurl.com/57c3tw4t

STAGE
February 9

VALENTINE'S DAY
IS TERRIBLE

RuPaul’s Drag Race star Alaska
5000 brings her tour to House
of Blues Houston. Tickets to the
three-city Valentine’s Day-
themed tour are on sale now.
tinyurl.com/2ysn7e7h

ART
February 10

SPRING FLING:
SOCIAL HOUR

Rice University’s Moody Center
hosts afree outdoor concert fea-
turing the People Museum band
and Bright Light Social Hour.
Tour the Moody’s fiber-art show
and enjoy light bites during the
concert.

People Museum band

STAGE
February 11

AMY RAY BAND

Lesbian singer-songwriter and
Indigo Girl Amy Ray comes to
Houston with a band tour for her
acclaimed new solo album If It All
Goes South, which explores her
personal connection to the South.
tinyurl.com/4a2nj9p5

tinyurl.com/494t9u2c
FOOD STAGE COMMUNITY
February 12 February 22-March 12 February 26

CRAWFISH AT
PEARL BAR

Crawfish season kicks off at
Pearl Bar this February during
their weekly Pride Market. DJ
Raqqcity will be spinning tracks
all afternoon while visitors
make their way through pounds

MOULIN ROUGE!
THE MUSICAL

Ten-time Tony Award-winning
musical Moulin Rouge! comes to
the Hobby Center, bringing Baz
Luhrmann’s revolutionary film
tolife onstage. The Broadway hit
is a celebration of truth, beauty,

BLCK HISTORY
NOW

Visit Karbach Brewing Co. for
BLCK Market, an organization
that supports small businesses
and entrepreneurs with financial
literacy, wellness, and creativity
resources.

of crawfish and a market of local freedom, and love. tinyurl.com/bdj2f7ch
LGBTQvendors tinyurl.com/muwyrx3j
tinyurl.com/yf4ju9ma2

NIGHTLIFE STAGE

February 17 February 13-27

GIMME GIMME
DISCO

The disco hits of ABBA will fill
the downstairs of White Oak
Music Hall. Fans can dance to
their favorite ABBA hits as part of
Gimme Gimme Disco’s nation-
wide tour.
tinyurl.com/36w6w5p6

OutSmartMagazine.com

GLITTER &
BE GAY

Explore Leonard Bernstein’s
Broadway at Ovations, featuring
favorites from On the Town, West
Side Story, Candide, and more.
Paul Hope headlines this tribute
to one of America’s greatest com-
posers.
tinyurl.com/596wu6xn

More Quezr Things 10 Do —
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10% OFF
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713.224.8808 www.2daypostcards.com 621 Richmond Ave, 77006

urban eats

feast+drink +love
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join us for

VALENTINE'S
DINNER
& TAKE-HOME MEALS
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63.ge X Vations or 0¥8€ 7 .o
34‘4417 info@feast“foa

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL @FEASTURBANEATS
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

QUEERTHINGS to D®
SAVEthe DATES

STAGE
March 9-16

SUMMER AND SMOKE

Houston Ballet unveils its world premiere of a new one-act ballet
inspired by gay playwright Tenessee Williams’ poem Summer and
Smoke. The show is choreographed by internationally recognized
choreographer Cathy Marston, whose works are often inspired by
literature. tinyurl.com/ym4k9aju

STAGE
March 24

MALAYSIA i .23
“BABYDOLL FOXX R

Malaysia “Babydoll” Foxx, from
RuPaul’s Drag Race Season 15, takes
the stage at ReBar Houston for alive
performance. A meet-and-greet ses-
sion is available before the show.
tinyurl.com/mrxbfe6t

May 6

BLACK QUEER AF MUSIC FESTIVAL

The Black Queer AF Music Festival returns to Houston for a
second year that promises to be bigger and better than ever. In
addition to a full schedule of music and entertainment, highlights
include immersive games and a launch celebration for 14 busi-
nesses that are part of the Project Liberate program. This festival
hasbeen created and produced with Houston’s Black LGBTQ
community in mind. tinyurl.com/32bfm4k'7

Q Submit your events at calendar@outsmartmagazine.com
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SCENE OUT

Photos by
DALTON DEHART AND CREW
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On January 2, 2023, the Harris County Elected

JR's Bar & Grill held a RuPaul’s Drag Race Season

Officials Swearing-In Ceremony was held at held its first Friday Meet & Eat at City Cellars on 15 viewing party on January 6, 2023, Pictured are
NRG Stadium. Pictured are C. Patrick Mcllvain, January 6, 2023. Pictured are Crystal Idika, Julianna Brian Kapchinskie, Mistress Isabelle Brooks, and
Jerry Simoneaux, and Kevin J. Hoffman. Romero, and Maddie Villarreal. Chad Guidry.

On January 7, 2023, the Krewe of Olympus pre- On January 8, 2023, Tony's Corner Pocket added The Montrose Center’s Rising Leaders young

sented its Twelfth Night Event at Resurrection MCC. a flag for the Club Q victims to the flag pole com- professionals group attended a special tour of the
Pictured are Stephanie Hall, Kaleb McElyea, Corey memorating the Pulse Nightclub victims. Contemporary Art Museum Houston's recent Troy
Helweg, and Queen Debbie Helweg. Montes Michie exhibit on January 12, 2023.

ifi& ¥ At

On January 19, 2023, a Nick Hellyer for Houston City The Empire of the Royal Sovereign and Imperial On January 15, 2023, Snow Bunnies 2023 was pre-

Council At Large 2 campaign fundraising reception Court of the Single Star held its Coronation XXXVIII  sented by Bunnies on the Bayou at ReBar. Pictured
was held at the home of Annise Parker and Kathy at Houston Marriott North on January 14, 2023. are the event hosts and volunteers.

Hubbard. Pictured are former mayor Annise Parker, Pictured are Impress 37 lvanna Hyde Cupcake,

Nick Hellyer, and Kathy Hubbard. Empress 38 Alexa Bouvier, Emperor 38 Geary B

Whitney, and Emperor 37 Landon J. Fatel.

. = | o= = On January 14, 2023, Arden Eversmeyer's Celebra-
On January 17, 2023, EPAH held its January dinner The Greater Houston LGBT Chamber held its tion of Life was hosted by Lesbians Over Age Fifty
meeting and program at Gloria's Latin Cuisine. inaugural 3rd Thursday Breakfast at Harold's (LOAF). Pictured are LOAF members who attended.
Pictured are Susan Smith-Snider, Fran Smith, and Restaurant on January 19, 2023. Pictured are
Michele Laprade. Tammi Wallace, Dalton DeHart, and Connor J. Rock.

16 FEBRUARY 2023 | OutSmartMagazine.com
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NEWS

The National LGBTQ
Task Force Marks

50 Years of Progress

The Creating Change 2023 Conference is celebrating in San Francisco.

Thousands of activists,

advocates, and allies are

descending on San Fran-

cisco this month for Creating

Change 2023, the firstin-

person version of the vener-
able LGBTQ conference in three years.

Creating Change, which is organized and
sponsored by the National LGBTQ Task Force,
is billed as “the foremost political, leadership,
and skills-building conference for the LGBTQ
movement.”

Creating Change held virtual conferences
in 2021 and 2022 during the pandemic, so it
hasnot metin person since the January 2020
Dallas convention. The theme of this year’s
conference is “The State of the Movement:
Past. Present. Future.”

Creating Change 2023 will also mark the
launch of the 50th-anniversary events that
will celebrate the founding of the National
LGBTQ Task Force, the country’s oldest civil-
rights and advocacy organization fighting for
queer equality.

A Star-Powered Conference

To help celebrate its golden anniversary in
grand style, the Task Force haslined up an
array of stage, screen, and pop-culture stars to
speak at Creating Change.

Angelica Ross, atransgender-rights activ-
ist and one of the stars of the hit television
series Pose and American Horror Story, will
deliver the closing plenary address. In the fall
0f 2022, Ms. Ross made history as the first
openly trans woman to play aleading role on
Broadway when she debuted as Roxie Hartin
the long-running musical comedy Chicago.

Transgender American writer Amy
Schneider will also address the conference. In
the fall of 2021, she captivated the American
public when she emerged as the most suc-
cessful female contestant in the history of the
quiz show Jeopardy!, winning 40 consecutive

18 FEBRUARY 2023 | OutSmartMagazine.com

By ANDREW EDMONSON
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Transgender American writer Amy Schneider, the
record-setting Jeopardy! contestant, is a keynote
speaker at the Creating Change conference.
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Acclaimed transgender actress Angelica Ross,
star of the TV series Pose and American Horror
Story, will be the conference’s closing speaker.

games and amassing $1.38 million in earnings.

X Gonzalez, who survived the harrowing
school shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
Highin 2018 and has emerged as one of the
nation’s foremost advocates for gun violence
prevention, will also appear at the convention.
Since 2018, they have riveted the nation with
their fervor and eloquence in impassioned
public speeches at March for Our Lives rallies,
most notably when they famously asserted
“We call BS” on politicians supported by the
National Rifle Association who would not
take legislative action to address America’s
epidemic of gun violence.

The celebrated LGBTQ historian Eric
Marcus, founder and host of the popular
podcast Making Gay History, will also speak at
Creating Change 2023.

The convention will honor a number of
community activists for their distinguished
service to the LGBTQ movement, includ-
ing Barbara Satin, alongtime transgender
activist who has worked on issues of faith,
aging, and gender justice. Satin retired from
the Task Force as their Faith Work director
in 2022, and she will receive the Carmen
Vazquez SAGE Award for Excellence in
Leadership on Aging Issues.

A Decisive Early Victory

The National LGBTQ Task Force (originally
known as The Gay Task Force) was founded

in New York in October 1973 by some of

the nation’sleading activists, including Dr.
Howard Brown, Martin Duberman, Barbara
Gittings, Ron Gold, Frank Kameny, Nathalie —
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In 1977, trailblazing Houston lesbian activist Pokey Anderson (at right) made history as a member of
the first contingent of LGBTQ Americans invited to the White House to discuss gay issues. They met
with Midge Constanza, a top aide to then President Jimmy Carter.

Rockhill, and Bruce Voeller.

Later that same year, the Task Force scored
adecisive victory early in its history when it
lobbied to remove the diagnosis of homosexual-
ity from the official list of mental illnesses in
the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders (DSM). In one stroke, the American
Psychiatric Association established that there
was no inherent link between homosexuality
and mental illness, along-held tenet of
American life. This helped to set in motion a
process of reducing the stigmatization of
queer Americans.

The White House Meeting

A number of LGBTQ Houstonians played
important roles in the early history of the Task
Force. Pioneering gay activist Gary Van
Ooteghem, the first president of the Houston
Gay Political Caucus, went to Washington, DC
in 1975 and spent five days lobbying members of
Congress alongside Bruce Voeller, one of the
founders of the Task Force. Inspired by this
experience, Van Otteghem returned to Houston
and came out publicly in his position as Harris

20 FEBRUARY 2023 | OutSmartMagazine.com

County comptroller, calling for a civil-rights
resolution to protect gay citizens. He served as a
co-chair of the Task Force from 1976 to 1977.

Trailblazing lesbian activist Pokey Ander-
son, a co-founder of the Houston Gay Political
Caucus, also served as co-chair of the Task
Force’s board of directors in 1977. In thatrole,
she made history as a member of the first
contingent of LGBTQ Americans invited to the
White House to discuss gay issues. On March
26,1977, the group met with Midge Constanza,
atop aide to then president Jimmy Carter.

Inthe 1990s, Houston was a focus of the
Task Force’s then executive director Urvashi
Vaid, who traveled to the city regularly to give
rousing speeches, nurture young activists,
and organize on the ground. In 1992, Houston
hosted the Republican National Convention,
one of the most homophobic presidential con-
ventions in American history. Vaid mobilized
both Houston and national activists in marches
and protests, and helped to shine a spotlight on
the anti-queer Republican rhetoric.

Inthe 1990s, another veteran Houston
activist stepped into aleadership role with

the Task Force. Deborah Moncrief Bell
served as national organizer for the

1993 March on Washington for Lesbian,
Gay, and Bi Equal Rights and Libera-

tion, which drew hundreds of thousands
of queer Americans from across the
country. For her tireless years-long effort,
Bell was affectionately nicknamed “The
Supreme, Mega Grand Diva of the Whole
Blessed Universe.”

In 2022, the Task Force again made
history when it named Kierra Johnson as
its first Black female executive director.
“We take an intersectional, proactive
approach to our advocacy, underscoring
our fundamental interconnectedness,”
she has observed of her leadership vision
for the organization. Johnson will deliver
one of the keynote addresses at Creating
Change 2023, focusing on the work being
planned in the year ahead to advance
LGBTQequality.

For more event info,
visit creatingchange.org.
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Meet
Louie
Minor

Texas' first openly
gay county
commissioner.

By MARENE GUSTIN
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OUT FOR CHANGE

On January 3, Louie Mi-
nor was sworn in as Bell
County’s Precinct 4 Com-
missioner—the first openly
gay county commissioner in
the state of Texas. He is also
the first Latino on the Bell
County Commissioners Court.

Bell County, a predominately white and
Republican area of Central Texas, has voted
for every Republican presidential candidate
since Ronald Reagan. However, Bell County’s
largest city, Killeen, is a Democratic stronghold
and every elected official in Precinct 4—which
includes Killeen—is a Democrat.

Bornto alarge Mexican-American family
in Belton, Texas (the Bell County seat), the
43-year-old Minor is an Iraq War veteran who
later worked in the United States Department
of Homeland Security’s National Operation
Center as an Incident Management Officer.

But when family and the political bug called, he
returned to Bell County and started a general
contracting company in Killeen with his daugh-
ter Alexandra. He earned his master’s degree in
public administration from Norwich Univer-

LOUIEMINOR.COM

sity in 2013, and he majored in criminal
justice during his undergraduate studies
in Texas.

“I'have been in politics for over ten
years and have run for various offices,”
Minor says. “I have been a public servant
for most of my adult life. I was a police
officer, an Army officer, and an incident-
management officer. The ability to effect
change in your community and bring
diversity in the decision-making process
will only make for better decisions.

“Over the ten years that I have run for
office, this is probably the most troubling
time. I feel that the LGBT community as
awhole is under assault, and leaders at
every level of government must stand for
righteousness and equality.” Minor faced
vandalism at his campaign office back in
September, but he attributes that incident
to his Democratic Party affiliation as op-
posed to being gay.

“I believe running for office over the
years took the novelty off of [the fact that
I'm openly] gay,” he says. “The only time
that it was mentioned in the press is when



Ireceived the Victory Fund endorsement.
My strategy was always to support the un-
derserved and underrepresented. As far as
running as an openly gay candidate, being
gay never came up in public forums during
my race. This is because when you stay
engaged with the community, the public
observes your passion to help and serve.

“Idofind it interesting that the first
openly gay county commissioner in the
state did not come from Harris, Dallas,
Tarrant, Travis, or Bexar County. It came
from Bell County,” he adds.

Minor is looking forward to hitting the
ground running, and has several priorities
already lined up. “The County is currently
inthe design stage for anew annex in
Killeen,” he says. “As commissioner, I will
be intimately involved with the design-
ing and building to meet the needs of
Killeen for the next several decades. I'm
also involved with small-business initia-
tives, and I want to make a push forlocal
women, minority, veteran, and Histori-
cally Underutilized Businesses that are
actively sought when purchasing goods
and services.”

“BEING GAY NEVER
CAME UP IN PUBLIC
FORUMS DURING
MY RACE."

—County Commissioner
Louie Minor

Public transportation is another
priority for Minor. “Bell County’s public
transportation system is currently lack-
ing,” he notes. “I would like to work on a
rapid-transit authority for the County.”

And he is adamant about removing the
last vestiges of Confederate memorials in
the area. “Fort Hood has anew name as
0f2023. It is Fort Cavazos, named for the
first Latino four-star general. Bell County
touts its support and love of the military,
and I believe this is aneeded move in
solidarity.”

There is also a controversial Con-
federate monument on the Bell County
Courthouse grounds that has faced

repeated attempts to remove it. “Thereis nota
majority of support for removing the Confed-
erate statue, but that will not deter me,” he
emphasizes. “I have four years to keep this
issue [on the agenda].

“Decriminalizing marijuanais another
issue. Killeen and Harker Heights voted in
the November election to decriminalize by
ordinance. Bell County Commissioners Court
voted last month to sue Killeen over that or-
dinance. This will affect Austin, San Marcos,
Denton, and Elgin, who [all] have voter-ap-
proved decriminalization ordinances.”

Minor certainly has alot to accomplish in
his first term. In addition to being focused on
some thorny issues, he is also engaged to his
boyfriend, Jacob. And he doesn’t rule out runs
for higher offices in the future.

“I enjoy my business and politics,” Minor
concludes. “If you love what you do, it will never
be work.”

Follow Minor at louieminor.com.
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AIDS FOUNDATION HOUSTON/FACEBOOK

ince early January, folks have been
creating or joining walk teams and
soliciting donations for AIDS Foun-
dation Houston (AFH), the non-
profit that hosts Houston’s annual
AIDS Walk. This year’s goal for the
March 5 event is $300,000—money
that will be well spent in our community.

For 40 years now, AFH has been de-stigma-
tizing HIV/AIDS as it offers testing, treatment,
PrEP care, and support services to thousands.
In 2021, AFH conducted 1,178 HIV tests, aided
319 clients with affordable housing, and helped
682 clients obtain food through its Stone Soup
Food Pantry.

“The Walk to End HIV is important to raise
community awareness that the HIV epidemic
is not over, but also to let people know that
we have more resources than ever to prevent
acquiring HIV and to treat it successfully,” says
AIDS Foundation Houston CEO John Huckaby.
“What’s great about the Walk is that it truly
is a community fundraiser that raises critical
dollars to support the good work being done by
several organizations throughout the greater
Houston area.”

Fundsraised this year will benefit several
local nonprofits, including The Truth Project,

COMMUNITY

The WalKY6End HIV supports

severatocal nofprofits.

By MARENE GUSTIN

Inc., Lazarus House, Avenue 360, The Normal
Anomaly Initiative, and Fundacién Latino-
americana de Accién Social (FLAS)—agroup
that provides education, HIV/STD counseling
and testing, and treatment referrals for Latinos
affected by HIV/AIDS. FLAS supporters have
been participating in the annual walk for the
past seven years.

“For me, the walk is to let the community
know we must continue to fight, decrease the
stigma, and end the HIV epidemic in Houston,”
says Elia Chino, the founder and executive
director of FLAS. “We must screen more people
in Houston for HIV.”

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, HIV testing has sharply decreased since
the COVID-19 pandemic began, prompting an
urgent push to increase testing. Houston, the
fourth-largest city in the U.S., ranks ninth in
the nation for newly reported HIV diagnoses,
according to arecent report from Brown Uni-
versity’s School of Public Health.

Houston also lags behind other cities in the
percentage of people who remain in HIV care
and achieve viral suppression.

More than 3,000 Houstonians are expected
to participate in the non-competitive 5K walk
toremember and honor those affected by HIV/

AIDS, and to celebrate the advances in
treatment that successfully control HIV.

The 2023 AIDS Walk check-in begins
at 9:00 a.m. on March 5, with the opening
ceremony beginning at 10:00 a.m. at Sam
Houston Park downtown. The Walk kicks
off'at 10:30 a.m., followed by a party in the
park from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. where
walkers can enjoy bites and beverages
from favorite local vendors, fun prizes,
music, outdoor activities, and
photo opportunities.

Chino has some good advice for fellow
walkers on her FLAS team: “Wear sneak-
ers, and bring water! I always prepare
sandwiches and breakfast tacos for our
team to eat before we start.” Sounds like
her FLAS team would be a good one to
join, although every team (and many
individual walkers) will be glad they
participated in the fight to end
HIV/AIDS in Houston.

What: AFH’s 2023 Walk to End HIV
When: March 5,9:00 a.m.
Where: Downtown Houston’s
Sam Houston Park
Info: walktoendhivhouston.org
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LEFT OUT

By SUSAN BANKSTON

Hilarity in the House

C-SPAN serves up the stoopid to welcome the 118th United States Congress.

Let’s take a moment to
thank the humor gods
for sending uslast
month’s C-SPAN cov-
erage of all the tom-
foolery in the House of
Representatives. Only
during the election of the House Speaker is
C-SPAN allowed to let the cameras show us
everything going on in that big room we’re
paying for, filled with all those people we're
paying to raise our taxes—which we also
pay for.

Normally, C-SPAN is prohibited from
showing us the House floor during those
long, boring speeches that congress-critters
love to give. That’s because the vast major-
ity of them are speaking to a completely
empty room. Of course, they don’t want you
to know the room is empty because it makes
themlook even sillier than usual.

Rep. Mike Rogers, a Republican from
Alabama, is the lovesick Kevin McCarthy
admirer who wears a toupee that looks like
herunsitthrough his dishwasher. C-SPAN
showed him on the teevee lunging for fellow
Republican Matt Gaetz after Gaetz helped
sink McCarthy’s 14th attempt to be elected
as the House Speaker.

After Rogers lunged at Gaetz, North
Carolina Republican Richard Hudson
pulled Rogers out of the confrontation
(which we call abayou brawl down here in
the swamps). What words were spoken be-
tween the two are nunayabusiness, but we

can assume they stank like fried gym socks.

But that wasn’t enough embarrassment for
the Republicans. Oh, no.

Tennessee Republican Tim Burchett later
told a CNN reporter, “People shouldn’t be
drinking, especially when you’re aredneck, on
the House floor.”

Tennessee Republicans are arefined
bunch, ain’t they? You gotta wonder if Bur-
chett’s quote was inspired by Jack Daniels or
Jim Beam.

My friend Juanita Jean at the beauty salon
has some good advice for these characters.
Juanita’s Rule states that rednecks should not
be drinking, period. You give them fellas some
hooch, and the next thing you know they’re
dressed up in jackbooted Daniel Boone outfits
whipping up a Capitol insurrection.

Darlin’, let’s be honest about this thing.
We've got about as much chance as awax catin
hell once these folks start drinking. Marjorie
Taylor Green is about two beers away from de-
manding neon lighting for the House chamber,
and two beers might get our own Rep. Chip Roy
from West Texas to put mechanical bulls on
the protected specieslist.

But there’s more to the story: Rep. Burchett
then told that CNN reporter, “I would drop
Rogers like abag of dirt. Nobody’s gonna put
their hands on me. Nobody’s gonna threaten
me!” Burchett seems oblivious to the fact that
nobody even wants to touch him. And he was
the sober one in this episode?

But let’s admit it—we depend on the Re-
publican Party to supply a few bozos in each

legislative session who can distract us from the
sorry state of the world.

It was a sad day when Rep. Madison
Cawthornlost his North Carolinare-election
bid. Cawthorn thrilled us all with allegations
of congressional insider trading and sexual
hanky panky—and he even brought aloaded
handgunto the airport and appeared in a buck-
ass nekkid video.

We’ve also lost Louie Gohmert, the East
Texas congress-critter who did not believe in
science, but did believe the 2022 election was
stolen. He’s the one who seriously asked if we
could alter the orbit of the earth or the moon
toreduce climate change. Damn, we’re gonna
miss him.

But nature abhors a vacuum, as they say, so
the Republicans have come through again and
given us that lying congressvarmint George
Santos of New York.

Mere moments after pretty much every Re-
publican official in his home district called for
hisresignation, Santos decided to pick a fight
with fellow Republican Rep. Adam Kinzinger.
When Kinzinger tweeted that Santos should
resign, Santos replied: “Go on CNN and cry
aboutit.”

Well, that’s just real damn friendly, and
very helpful. Welcome, George, we've been
waiting for you!

Susan Bankston lives in Richmond, Texas,
where she writes about her hairdresser at The
World’s Most Dangerous Beauty Salon, Inc., at
Jjuanitajean.com.
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MONEY SMART

By GRACE YUNG, CFP

&

The New Retirement-Savings Landscape

The recently passed SECURE Act 2.0 can benefit your savings strategy.

Stretching your retirement

income and assets can be

challenging as our average life

expectancy increases. Today,

spending 20 or more years in
retirement is becoming the norm rather than
the exception!

Inorder to help ease the financial strain on
current and future retirees, Congress recently
passed the SECURE Act 2.0, which includes
some sweeping changes to the retirement-
planninglandscape going forward. Some of
these updates could change the way you retire.

To take full advantage of the legislative
provisions in the “Setting Every Community
Up for Retirement Enhancement” (SECURE)
Act 2.0, there are anumber of deadlines and
time frames you need to keep in mind to avoid
missing out on some key opportunities.

A SECURE Act 2.0 Overview

The SECURE Act 2.0, which was part of the
massive $1.7 trillion omnibus spending pack-
age signed into law by President Joe Biden late
last year, is an attempt to build on previous
initiatives intended to help a wide range of
Americans achieve retirement security. Some
of'the highlights of the SECURE Act 2.0
include:

28 FEBRUARY 2023 | OutSmartMagazine.com

® The conversion of the “saver’s credit”
from atraditional tax credit to a direct
government contribution of up to
$2,000 into an Individual Retirement
Account (IRA).

® Requirements that (except for small
plans) newly created employer-spon-
sored 401(k) plans must automatically
enroll their employees in a plan.

® The ability for employers to treat their
employees’ student-loan payments
as if they were 401(k) contributions
for the purpose of employer matching
contributions.

® Anincreaseinthe age at which re-
quired minimum distributions (RMDs)
must begin from traditional IRAs and
retirement plans—up from the current
age 72 toage 73in 2023, and to age 75
by 2033.

® The ability to make tax-free transfers of
unused 529 college savings plan funds
into RothIRAs.

® Expanded eligibility for long-term
part-time workers to contribute to their
employer’s 401(k) plan.

Beginning in 2023, small businesses with
fewer than 50 employees can qualify for a

“credit” that is equal to 100 percent of the
administrative costs for establishing a
workplace retirement plan. Businesses with
up to 100 employees may also be entitledtoa
tax credit, based on their employee-matching
or profit-sharing contributions. This credit,
“capped” at $1,000 per employee, will gradu-
ally phase down over five years, and it is sub-
jectto additional reductions for companies
that have between 51 and 100 employees.

Startingin 2025,the SECURE Act 2.0
alsorequires automatic enrollment into new
401(k) or 403(b) employer-sponsored retire-
ment plans. The initial default rate must be
between 3 and 10 percent, with an annual
auto-escalation of 1 percent (up to atleast 10
percent, but not more than 15 percent).

Automatic enrollment into aretirement
planis designed to make it easier for employ-
ees to set aside money for the future. How-
ever, employees who prefer not to participate
in the plan are allowed to opt out.

There is, however, an exception for small
companies that have 10 or fewer employees,
as well as for new businesses that are less
than three years old. Such companies may in-
tegrate this automatic enrollment into their
payroll system.

And starting in 2023, the minimum age—



COMMITMENT

TO COMMUNITY:
‘ " #,.

“At Legacy, we have many
team members embedded \
in our clinics, to provide a
holistic patient experience =
and assist with helping our
patients maintain their =
independence as they age.”

— KENICIA CURRY, Pharmacis

Our team builds relationships wi (.

that enable us to better serve all of ¢!
health and wellness needs. '

'y

& ® OutvSmar
LEARN MORE ABOUT F 1 G eé@
GO ABOVE AND BEYOND'AT B atesy, }

LegacyCommunityHealth.org/Pharn ac o
' e awr®

N

T

Legacy Pharmacy — Legacy Pharmacy — Legacy Pharmacy — ;

Lyons Montrose Sharpstown "

3811 Lyons Ave 1415 California St. 6441 High Star Dr. PHARMACY
Houston, TX 77020 Houston, TX 77006 Houston, TX 77074

Caring and supportive pharmacists | Personalized health and wellness coaching | One-on-one medication counseling
Easy Prescription refills | Free delivery prescription plan | Vaccinations | Medication Therapy Management



E
M
el
Rl
G

E

N

c

Y

MULTIPLE LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT HOUSTON
LESS THAN A 10 MINUTE WAIT
BOARD CERTIFIED PHYSICIANS
OPEN 24/7/365, RAIN OR SHINE
LGBTQ+ AND ALLIES SAFE SPACE

SignatureCare

EMERGENCY CENTER

NEW MONTROSE LOCATION:
3209 MONTROSE BLVD, HOUSTON, TX 77006
(281) 479-3293

Home Of The Best
Margaritas in Houston!

813 Richmond Ave
Houston, TX 77006
713-522-2365

30

FEBRUARY 2023 | OutSmartMagazine.com

MONEY SMART | CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

to begin taking required distributions from
traditional IRAs and retirement accounts
will gradually increase from the current 72
t073in 2023, and then to 75in 2033. This
will give investors more time to grow their
nest egg before taxable withdrawals must
begin. Further, the penalty for not taking
some or all of one’s required minimum
distribution will drop from 50 percent to
between 10 and 25 percent.

Starting in 2024, parents who opened
529 college savings plans at least 15 years
ago for their children will have the ability to
make tax-free and penalty-free rollovers of
up to $35,000 total from unused 529 college
savingsintoaRoth IRA.

Also, note that many provisions of the
SECURE Act 2.0 take effect at different
times. Taking required minimum distribu-
tions from traditional IRAs and retirement
plans must begin at age 72 if you were born
in 1950 or before, at age 73 if you were born
between 1951 and 1959, and at age 75 if you
were born in 1960 or later.

Taking advantage of these retirement
savings perks—and thinking about retire-
ment preparedness in general—can be par-
ticularly important for those in the LGBTQ
community, many of whom tell researchers
that they are falling behind in this area.
Competent financial support and guidance
can make the difference between simply
getting by and creating a secure retirement
in the future.

Staying On Track with SECURE 2.0
Financial legislation such as the SECURE
Act 2.0 always contains amyriad of “fine
print” that can oftentimes be overwhelm-
ing. With thatin mind, it is important

for you to discuss your objectives with a
financial-planning professional who can
help you develop financial and retirement
strategies that are right for you.

In addition, working with a profes-
sional who is well-versed in financial and
retirement planning for LGBTQ individu-
als and families is key to making sure that
safeguards for same-sex couples are part of
your plan.

Grace S. Yung, CFP © is a CERTIFIED FINAN-
CIAL PLANNER practitioner with experience in
helping LGBTQ individuals, domestic part-
ners, and families plan and manage their
finances since 1994. She is the managing
director at Midtown Financial Group, LLC,
in Houston.Yung can be reached at grace.
yung@ipl.com. Visit letsmake aplan.org or
midtownfg.com/lgbtgplus.10.htm.
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SMART HEALTH

By DARYL SHORTER MD

Love Humanity, Love Yourself

s it time to enlarge your emotional boundaries?

Our news and social-media

feeds are filled with entire

groups of people and commu-

nities being targeted for their

gender, race or ethnicity, or

sexuality or gender identity.
The recent mass shootings and hate crimes di-
rected against the Asian American/Pacific Is-
lander community in California serve as a stark
reminder of the real dangers that historically
marginalized groups face every day. It is deeply
saddening to witness the senseless loss of life
and mounting fear about the constant threat of
domestic terrorism in community “safe spaces”
that are no longer safe.

Just as concerning, these horrific tragedies
have occurred against a backdrop where the
passage of invalidating legislation in Florida
implies that there is no place for African Ameri-
can history. Nationwide, over 120 anti-LGBTQ
bills have already been proposed just this year,
with the attacks coming from all sides.

Additionally, there are those who are for-
gotten, discarded, or erased because they are
unhoused, or because of their disability
status or affiliation with other historically
marginalized groups.

Perhaps one of the most challenging aspects
of finding or expressing love in the modern era
isn’t about focusing on self-love, or love for our
own family and community. Rather, the thought
of loving humanity—all of humanity—feels like
an impossible challenge. How can we develop a
comprehensive love of others that includes even
those who are not in our immediate circle? Is it
even necessary to carry that type of love, care,
and concern for others? And just what will we
gain from expanding our need for love and con-
nection to humanity as a whole?

Ancient philosophers, as well as modern-day
thinkers, spiritual scholars, and armchair pop
psychologists, have all weighed in on this topic,
and their opinions are widely varied.

Indian politician and social activist
Mahatma Gandhi, for example, espoused the
principles of nonviolent protest and love for
humanity. “True love is boundless like the
ocean and, rising and swelling within one,
spreads itself across all boundaries and fron-
tiers, enveloping the whole world.”

Onthe other hand, modern-day scholars
such as Stephen Asma argue that to “love
your neighbor as yourself” is not only impos-
sible, but impractical. He states, “All people
are not equally entitled to my time, affection,
resources, or moral duties.”

Ultimately, our love for humanity is per-
haps the reason that we can allow ourselves to
continue wrestling with and challenging even
its darkest and most offensive parts.

Can anything be gained from trying to
love all of humanity? We commonly hear the
adage, “I cannot love others if I don’t first love
myself.” What if the opposite is also true?—*I
cannot love myselfifI do not first love others.
I must show compassion to others in order

to know how to show compassion for
myself.”

The concept of self-love, while impor-
tant, seems to have been misinterpreted.
In many cases, people express love for
themselves through selfish acts, without
any care for the impact those actions
may have on others. This type of self-love
seems to be increasingly driven by fear, or a
‘scarcity mentality’—the sense that things
will be taken away.

It’s important to not confuse the fear
ofloss with an actual love of self. Self-love
isaradical acceptance of the self—of one’s
strengths, weaknesses, and flaws. The
love of self does not have to inflict harm
on others or spread collateral damage.
Self-love is also not a destination we ar-
rive at and exclaim, “I'm done!” Instead,
our journey as human beings is marked by
our constant striving to accept and love all
of the parts of ourselves—even the parts
that are most challenging. —
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As LGBTQ people, it can be ter-
ribly challenging to connect to a sense
of self-love, particularly when so many of
the messages we receive, both direct and
indirect, are rooted in hatred and
condemnation. There’s also the tendency,
particularly in the age of social media,
to compare ourselves and our internal
feelings to the sunny external images
posted by friends, acquaintances, and
distantloved ones. This comparison can
be extraordinarily toxic, resultingin a
sense that one is never good enough, or
that our natural strengths and talents
do not measure up to those displayed by
others. Ultimately, this can contribute to
ageneral sense of futility as we question
our lives and all of our unhealthy habits
and behaviors.

Isit by loving others that we might
come closer to the ideal of self-love?

‘We cannot love ourselves without
loving others, and that love cannot extend
only to those that we know. Instead, our
challenge is to love even those who do not
always wish us well.

Intruth, there are times when we don’t
always wish ourselves well, yet we still
strive to find a way to make peace with
our flaws. We can easily sabotage our re-
lationships, or make financial or wellness
decisions that are notin our best interest.
By wrestling with our ability to love even
the most difficult humans, we can find
ways to love and accept even the most dif-
ficult parts of ourselves.

‘What we may need, ultimately, is to
actively direct love toward others in order
to be psychologically healthy. Our love
and care for all parts of humanity actually
enriches our sense of connection and our
spirit. By caring for others, we can hope-
fully find forgiveness for ourselves. As we
wrestle with the challenges of loving all of
humanity—even when humanity does
not love us back—we can make peace
with the parts of ourselves that we
find unacceptable.

Asyou celebrate Valentine’s Day this
month, how can you express your love
and acceptance for someone who perhaps
doesn’t deserve it?

Daryl Shorter, MD, is a Diplomate of

the American Board of Psychiatry and
Neurology and is board certified in both
general and addiction psychiatry. His
clinical practice focuses on veteran care,
and he lectures widely on LGBTQ mental
health. Dr. Shorter can be reached at
dr.darylshorter@gmail.com.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH . ..

Austin Davis Ruiz

The new LGBTQ+ Political Caucus president sets his sights on positive political change.

Whatis the mission and pur-

pose of The Caucus?

Founded in 1975, the mission of

the Houston LGBTQ+ Political

Caucus is to eliminate preju-
dice, violence, and injustice againstlesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer people
through education, activism, and political
advocacy. What that lookslike in practice is
screening, endorsing, and getting out the vote
for pro-equality candidates that will support
the LGBTQ+ community, as well as other mar-
ginalized communities. We are one of the most
respected political organizations in Houston,
and while our primary focus is Houston and
Harris County, we also do advocacy work
statewide.

Tell me about your experience with The
Caucus prior to being elected president.

I first became a member of the organization
on June 23,2019, at the suggestion of my best
friend, Stephen Miranda.I was looking to get
involved in the LGBTQ+ community and to
fill my time with some volunteer work, so I
signed up in June and attended my first meet-
ing in July. Being that it was ahead of a major
endorsement meeting for municipal races, I
remember the meeting being contentious—as
Caucus meetings tend to be. I eventually joined
the leadership team in December of that year,
later became the communications director,
and officially joined the board to finish an un-
expired term in September 2020. I ran for my
first full term in January 2021, and continued
to be the communications director alongside
my board role.

What does your role as president entail?
Being president of The Caucus is no small
undertaking. Every president has the usual
responsibilities such as being the official
representative of the org, liaising with elected
officials, fundraising, chairing membership
meetings, etc. However, I think the most
significant part of the role is that of a vision-
ary—to decide what the organization aims to
accomplish in a given year. Each president has
their own vision of what they want to do when
they’re elected to office, and ultimately it’s up
to the president to ensure that vision is accom-
plished by the time they leave.

By ZACH McKENZIE
Photo by JOSH & DANA FERNANDEZ

“THE MOST
SIGNIFICANT PART
OF THE PRESIDENT'S
ROLE IS THAT OF A
VISIONARY."

—Austin Davis Ruiz

You’re the first Hispanic male and one

of the youngest people ever elected as
Caucus president. What does that mean
toyou, and do you feel added pressure to
succeed?

Oh, of course that’s added pressure! Being

the first male Latino president, and one of

the youngest, definitely adds another layer of
scrutiny to an already highly scrutinized posi-
tion. But it’s also an extreme honor and privi-
lege, especially when representation for young
people of color in politics is relatively low. This
position has previously been held by power-
houses in Houston’s LGBTQ+ community, and
the significance of thatis not lost on me.

What are you most looking forward to in
your new position?

Making a significant impact for our com-
munity. I'm a born-and-raised Houstonian,
and I absolutely love my city. I can’t think of a
better way to express that love than to make
positive political change that will impact all
Houstonians.

You also work at the Montrose Center.
What is your role and day-to-day like?
I'm celebrating three years as commu-
nications and marketing manager at the
Montrose Center, and I oversee things like
graphic design, social media, our website,
public relations, video production—every-
thing in the communications and market-
ing world! My day-to-day can be pretty
different, depending on the time of the
year, but I regularly spend time running
our socials and taking media requests.
You can often see me on TV talking about
LGBTQ+ issues and stories on behalf of the
Center!

Why is working and volunteering

for LGBTQ+ organizations so impor-
tant to you?

It’s what makes me feel fulfilled. I jokingly
tell friends that I get paid to be a “full-time
gay,” but I really can’t think of anything
better than getting to work with my
community, for my community. It’s the
best feeling in the world knowing I'm
making a difference for other LGBTQ+
Houstonians.

Outside of work and The Caucus, what
are some of your hobbies?

Ireallylove the performing arts—dance,
theater, musicals, the symphony—and try
to catch shows when I'm able. I don’t get to
do it often, but I enjoy traveling, I love con-
certs and music festivals, I'm a pretty avid
spinner (indoor cycling), and I'm always
down for trying a new restaurant.

What are some of your favorite spots
around town?

Siphon (coffee), E1 Bolillo (Mexican sweet
bread), Chilosos (breakfast tacos), Hi-
malaya Restaurant (Indian food), Piggy’s
(weekend brunch), and RYDE Houston
(spin).

Anything else you’d like to share?
Beyoncé’s Renaissance is a masterpiece,
and I can’t wait for the next two albums!

For more information,
visit thecaucus.org.
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A Montrose
Lifeline

Natalie Ferguson helps
Montrose Grace Place
empower housing-
insecure youth,

By ZACH McKENZIE
Photo by SARAH ONTIVEROS

istory has proven that there is
no one-size-fits-all formula for
becoming a successful leader.
As aBlack woman (and self-
described “nerd”) with unique
interests, Natalie Ferguson
discovered that while her inter-
ests may not align with common
perceptions of Black womanhood, they are the
character traits that have made her the solid
leader sheis today.

Ferguson is president of the board of direc-
tors for Grace Place, alocal nonprofit that
supports and empowers youth of all sexualities
and gender identities experiencing homeless-
ness. Answering the call of service while
remaining authentically herselfhasled her to
career success and even love.

“I am a marketing and communications
manager for the Jewish Federation of Greater
Houston, which is alocal and international
funder and convener for Jewish life and
interests here in the city and abroad in Israel,”
Ferguson explains.

Prior to beginning her full-time work at the
Federation, Ferguson was feeling consumed by
agrueling schedule and took a step back. “Back
in 2014, I was working up to 70-plus hours
aweek as afreelancer. Most of my work has
always been in the nonprofit sector, and I've
done alot of nonprofit work that has been close
to my heart, but I was really jonesing for some
volunteer work—something that I could get
into that was less focused on myself and more
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“I LEAD
INITIATIVES
THAT UPLIFT
THE MISSION OF
GRACE PLACE."

—Natalie Ferguson

focused on other people.”

A serendipitous encounter at a bus stop
ultimately set Ferguson on the trajectory
she’s on today. “I went on a drive to go grocery
shopping and happened to see a home-insecure
young woman with several bags. In Houston,
you're used to seeing a lot of home-insecure
individuals on the streets, but what really
made me focus on her was the fact that she was
really young and she had a German shepherd
with her, which is the breed of dog that I grew
up with,” Ferguson recalls.

She returned from the grocery store with

some essentials to give the young woman,
and struck up a conversation with her while
she waited for her bus. “It was areally inter-
esting conversation, and something thatI
still mostly remember. The irony was that,
later on, I got on Facebook and a friend of
mine posted about this organization called
Montrose Grace Place. They were looking
for [volunteers] to help mentor mostly Black
and brown youth experiencing homeless-
ness. It was just too timely for me to ignore.”
Ferguson volunteered with Grace Place
for afew years before joining the board of



NATALIE FERGUSON

Members of the Grace Place board of directors with executive director Courtney
Sellers (r) at the 2022 Haus of Gingerbread fundraising event.

directors. “As president, I lead our board of
directors, which is largely a working board,
meaning that we actively support Grace
Place,” she explains. “The board is very
much a fundraising, advocacy, outreach,
stewardship, and marketing arm of the
organization. As the president, Ilead all of
those initiatives and really help our board
uplift the mission of Grace Place to be evan-
gelists of our organization and what we do.”
Despite always being told that her inter-
estin anime and video games, among other
interests, is a contradiction to her Black
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womanhood, Ferguson is proud of her self-
described nerdiness. It was this perseverance
toremain authentically herselfthat ultimately
led Ferguson to love. “Carrie’s my partner, and
we actually met through avideo game called
World of Warcraft,” she recalls. “There was
a forum for people to tell queer stories in the
context of the game. This fan community was
mostly queer people wanting to see more queer
stories in this world that they loved.”
Afteryears of long-distance friendship,
Carrie ultimately made the move to H-Town.
“We were always super-close friends, to the
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point where people would always ask if we were
dating. We were very much the stereotypical
lesbian couple that started out as just very good
friends,” she says with laughter. “We made it
official in 2020, and have been together ever
since.”

Ferguson stands strong in her Black wom-
anhood, using her perspective and experience
to boldly lead Grace Place to the next level.
Having created an annual Black Hair Care
Drive for the organization, for example, she
now encourages members of the community
to donate hair products specifically for youth
of color. And she constantly pushes to provide
more opportunities for the youth at Grace
Place, many of whom are Black.

“Ilove to embrace and emphasize the fact
that Blackness is not a monolith, and the expe-
riences of Black people within the Black com-
munity are very different. That’s why I shied
away from the idea of what I needed tobe asa
Black person. What it meant for me to be Black,
what the parameters of that were, and conclud-
ing that no matter what I enjoy—or what I do, or
how I dress, or who Ilove—I'm still Black.”

Formore information,
visit montrosegraceplace.org.
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Life Well
Lived

Jordan Edwards is
a tireless advocate for
people living with HIV.

By LILLIAN HOANG

Local advocate Jordan Ed-

wards remembers learning

about his positive HIV status

atage 21 and not having

anyone to turn to. Today, he

serves as an educator who is
there for othersliving with HIV at The Normal
Anomaly Initiative (TNA), an organization
that empowers Black queer people.

“I'hope to be avoice for others, and I'm
hoping to be someone who can help end the
stigma by normalizing people living with HIV
as human first,” says Edwards.

Asthe program director of the BQ+: Center
for Liberation program at TNA, Edwards and
his team take a holistic approach to helping
people living with HIV. The program not only
provides individuals with at-home ST1I self-
testing kits (which test for a variety of condi-
tions such as chlamydia and hepatitis C), but it
also helps people find sustainable employment
and get the transportation they need for medi-
cal appointments.

“If Twas someone who needed housing,
employment, food, and medicine, I'm not going
to be concerned about getting my medicine
because I don’t have money to pay my copay,
and I can’t get my blood drawn because I don’t
have enough food in my stomach. The Normal
Anomaly eliminates barriers to actualize a
new norm,” he says.

Edwards believes other organizations dedi-
cated to people living with HIV must address
the needs of the Black LGBTQ community on
acase-by-case basis rather than a one-size-
fits-all approach. “Not every Black man who
has sex with men has the same healthcare
concerns.”

A Houston native, Edwards has been help-
ing people all his life. He helped take care of
his sick grandmother, his mother who worked
12-hour days, and a family member living with
HIV. Edwards’ family treated that relative
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without discrimination or fear by eating from
the same dinner plates and using the same
bathroom.

“Even though we didn’t have enough knowl-
edge then—because oftentimes the Black com-
munity doesn’t have alot of knowledge around
certain health topics due to barriers—we still
treated our [relative living with HIV] as ‘family
first,” Edwards notes.

Edwards was devastated when that rela-
tive died due to AIDS complications. And his
stress was further heightened over fears that

“THE NORMAL
ANOMALY
INITIATIVE

ELIMINATES

BARRIERS FOR

PEOPLE LIVING
WITH HIV."

—Jordan Edwards

he was destined to contract HIV because

of his attraction to men. “At the time, we
were taught that if you are aman who has
sex with aman, you will eventually contract
HIV.Iwasin aspace thinking, ‘I’'m a Black
man. I'm going to die of AIDS,” Edwards
recalls.

He did end up contracting HIV in March
0f 2013 from his partner at the time, who
was not taking his HIV medication. (Effec-
tive HIV treatment almost always reduces a
person’s HIV viral load enough to eliminate



the risk of HIV transmission.) Edwards viduals about HIV, STIs, and more. Black straight women.

also grew up in an area fraught with drive- Edwards’ life story is proofthatlistening Edwards encourages everyone to help
by shootings and other violence, so dying to and caring for people living with HIV can peopleliving with HIV in the Black community
young was areal possibility formany. “Thad  belife-changing. When he was still a teen- by donating to The Normal Anomaly Initiative
justmadeitto age 22, and I thought, ‘This ager, a friend who had just been diagnosed and participating in their events to learn more
isit.” with HIV called him and told him where their about identity, sexuality, and their own health.
After moving from Houston torural Vir-  body would be after they committed suicide. People can also help by sharing what they’ve
ginia with his mother, Edwards discovered Edwards kept his friend on the phone while learned from these TNA events.
thatthelocal HIV healthcare system was secretly rushing to the site to pick up his friend Edwards will be leading a curriculum-
woefully inadequate. After being told not to and reassure them that he would offer support based training this month as part of TNA’s
touch any pens or share toilets with hisfam-  and a shoulder to cry on. That friend is now P.O.W.R. program to help people advocate for
ily to avoid transmitting the virus, he was living her bestlife as atrans womanlivingwith ~ themselves and othersliving with HIV. The
fortunate to find an educated caseworker HIV. month-long program will teach participants
who helped him understand that he was not Circumstances for people living with HIV how they can help eliminate stigma and barri-
atrisk of harming his family by touching have improved since Edwards became an ad- ersthat harm people living with HIV.
the objects in their home or using the same vocate. In his experience, people are now more And beyond Black History Month, Edwards
bathroom. likely to talk about who they are as unique notes that his advocacy work will continue
Edwards remembers a poster on the individuals, independent of their health status. throughout the year. “We often celebrate Black
caseworker’s office wall that read, “Every- There has also been progress in HIV research, History Month but forget about the community
one youmeetis fighting a battle you know and a shift in terminology. People are now during the other 11 months,” he says. “Caring
nothing about. Be kind, always.” He also re- described asliving with HIV, instead of simply about the community throughout the year
members when she told him he would make being labeled “HIV-positive.” would have more of an impact.”
adifference helping others one day—and she Even so, Edwards knows that life for people Still drawing inspiration from the poster
was right. living with HIV can always improve, especially  inhis caseworker’s office, he also hopes that
Determined to share what he had within the Black community. Black people ac- Black Houstonians will offer compassionate
learned about HIV/AIDS, Edwards started count for 13 percent of the United States popu- support to everyone in their community—in-
going to support groups for individuals lation, but 40 percent of the population living cluding those who are queer, trans, and nonbi-
living with HIV. Back in Houston, he has with HIV in 2019, according to the Centers for nary. “We all matter,” he emphasizes.
worked at AIDS Foundation Houston and Disease Control and Prevention. The CDC also
served as a facilitator at the Texas Depart- found that new HIV infections disproportion- For more information,
ment of Criminal Justice to educate indi- ately impact Black gay and bisexual men and visit normalanomaly.org.
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Houston Stylist
Digs Deep

Ty Hunter's new memoir
‘Makeover from Within'
focuses on nurturing inner beauty.

By RYAN M. LEACH

ashion stylist Ty Hunter
has alonglist of clients that
includes names like Billy
Porter, Rosario Dawson,
Jennifer Hudson, and Naomi
Campbell. However, it was
fellow Houstonian Beyoncé
Knowles Carter and her mother, Tina
Knowles-Lawson, who actually discov-
ered his talent back when he was work-
ing as a high-end stylist and retailer in
the Bayou City.
Hunter’s new memoir, Makeover
from Within: Lessons in Hardship, Ac-
ceptance and Self-Discovery, which he
wrote with Eila Mell, even features a
foreword from the pop superstar. He is
hoping the stories he shares in the book
will inspire, excite, and heal.
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“Houston is where it all started. It’s
where I met the most wonderful Ms. Tina
Knowles. Houston has alot of cool thrifting
and consignment shops,” Hunter recalls.
Through his role as Beyoncé’s stylist for
18 years, he became a major force in the
fashion industry who helped shape an entire
generation of fashionistas.

Hunter eventually went on to design
his own collections, and has shown some
ofthem at New York Fashion Week. He
currently collaborates with the accessories
brand A.Cloud, and most recently joined
forces with Billy Porter as his head stylist
and creative director. Porter, who wrote the
Makeover from Within afterword, is always
one to watch on the runway as he sets and
resets the standard for celebrity fashion,
time and again. With Hunter’s help, Porter
is moving beyond the artificial bounds set
by gender, color, and style as he sparks a
fashion revolution for men.

Although Hunter is always working
with influential women, it’s the women who
raised him that had the most significant
impact on him, especially in his early years.
The first chapters of Makeover from Within
focus on his relationships with the matri-

archs in his family: his mother, Connie, his
grandmother (who he calls “Mama”), his great-
grandmother Mama Bea, and his Aunt Ethel.

“What I value and respect more than
anything is that they taught me how to respect
women, [even though] I loved them so much,”
says Hunter. “I wouldn’t be who I am today if it
wasn't for that strong female foundation. They
alsoinstilled Southern hospitality in me. It
took four strong women to make me see how to
respect people and their boundaries.”

One of Hunter’s biggest challenges has
been his commitment to care for his parents,
who were both diagnosed with cancer. “ITam
still caring for my mom, who will suffer from
stage 4 breast cancer for the rest of her life.
Although it’s atough time, it’s a blessing to be
able to return the love and care they both gave
me. During this time, it’s important to leave no
stone unturned. It can only make you stronger.”

Each chapter of his memoir closes with
“Ty’s Takeaways”—wisdom and life lessons he
learned along the way that can help anyone live
amore authentic and happy life.

“While our outward appearance can give
confidence and be a form of self-expression,
focus first on being happy in your skin,” Hunter
asserts. “After that, work on [your outer] shell

all you want, but start your makeover from
within.”

Take it from his celebrity clients. They have
experienced first-hand the confidence Hunter
can engender in people.

“Ty knows just what to say to motivate you,
make you laugh, or give you words of wisdom
and encouragement when you need them the
most,” says Tina Knowles-Lawson. “This book
takes us on an amazing journey of turning
lemons into lemonade.”

Although Hunter is no longer based entirely
in Houston, he still has a fondness for the city
that opened up his world to so many opportuni-
ties. It should be no surprise that the one place
he remembers the most, and the place he would
likely return to first, is The Galleria.

“Iused towork in the Galleriamall, and
that has alot of nostalgia for me. I would prob-
ably spend most of my time there with friends,
now that I'm older,” he says.

And next on Hunter’s Houston to-do list
is Pappadeaux’s restaurant, the annual rodeo,
and the radio station HOT 97. “Those are some
of my favorite things about Houston!”

Hunter’s memoir, Makeover from With-
in, is now available at major retailers.

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
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The theater haslong been aref-
uge for marginalized voices. For
both the LGBTQ and African
American communities, it can
be aplace of storytelling, com-
munity, and—most importantly—acceptance.

During Black History Month, it seems fit-
ting to celebrate the Ensemble Theatre’s legacy
as avenerable Houston performance venue for
people of color, as well as one of the best places
in town to find quality entertainment.

Ensemble Theatre was founded in 1976
by George Hawkins as an outlet for Black
playwrights, actors, and stage workers. Ac-
cording to the organization’s website, Hawkins
“observed that professional roles were few and
far between for Black actors, and his frustra-
tionled him to create his own company.”

Hawkins persevered in establishing a the-
ater that would provide diverse roles for Black
artists, and today’s Ensemble Theatre is the
fulfillment of that dream. Itis the oldest and
largest professional African American theater
in the Southwest, and it holds the distinction
of being one of the nation’s largest African
American theaters with its own facility and
in-house production staff.

The organization welcomes more than
65,000 theater-goers each season. Its Per-
forming Arts Education program provides
educational workshops, artist-in-residence ex-
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Paradise Blue cast members (I-r)
Crystal Rae, Jason Carmichael,
Brandon Morgan, Liz Rachelle,

and Curtis Von

The Curtain Rises for
Ensemble Theatre

Paradise Blue continues a tradition
of Black storytelling excellence.

By SAMBYRD | Photo by AESTHETIC ALKHEMY

periences, and live performances for students
both off-site and at the theater. Also, its Young
Performers Program offers intensive summer
trainingin all disciplines of the theater arts.

Paradise Blue, running now through
February 26, is the latest opportunity for
Houstonians to witness the Black storytell-
ing experience through the dramatic arts. The
production chronicles the story of trumpeter
Blue, his Detroit-based jazz club, and songbird
Pumpkin, the object of Blue’s affection. Just
when Blue starts to ponder whether or not
to sell the club, a mysterious woman shakes
up the scene, and everyone’s fate is left in the
balance.

“It’s sort of aroller coaster. There are
various highs and lows. You go through an

emotional exchange between the five actors
on stage. Each actor has anarrative that
propels them to engage with each other in
this intense search for their own being,” says
Andre Harrington, Paradise Blue’s costume
designer. “The way Dominique Morisseau
wrote the play, each character is searching
for some type of peace and comfort that will
help sustain them during this time of poten-
tial dislocation from the neighborhood.”
Harrington brings his own costuming
touches to the story, and he has just the right
background to make everything pop. Asa
theater professor as well as a costume and
makeup design specialist, he has worked
with numerous professional theater compa-
niesincluding Alliance Theatre, Theater-



Works USA, Chicago’s Court Theatre, and
the St. Louis Black Repertory Company. He
holds a master’s degree from the University
of Iowa and a bachelor’s from the University
of Maryland at College Park, where he had
his early costume-design training.

Astailor-made as he might seem for
atheater career, he found his way to the
theater almost by accident. He was working
as avisual merchandiser in Boston when
he took a family friend to enroll in college.
While there, he thought it would be a good
time to explore the idea of graduate school,
and someone suggested costume history as
an option. “I didn’t know what that meant at
the time. My undergraduate degree was just
in textiles,” he admits.

Yet, armed with the advice of an aca-
demic mentor and a solid portfolio, it would
not take long for the admissions team to see
his talent.

“My mentor looked at my portfolio and
saw something thatI didn’tsee.IThada
sense of color and [a talent for] maneuver-
ing materials and fabrics to tell a story,”
herecalls. “I'took a couple classes as a provi-
sional student—a history course, an acting
class, a paint and design course—and then I
applied to graduate school. That’s where my
career in theater began.”
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Harrington was soon immersed in the re-
search work required to create historically ac-
curate costumes for each production by looking
atvisual information to spark his thinking—be
it a painting, a sculpture, architecture, or other
people’s work. Of course, he had to keep the
context of the production in mind.

“You have to read the script to get a sense
of where these people are,” he explains. “How
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is their psychology working? What is their
sociology? What is their anthropology? What
are these characters about? Find a moment
for your audience to connect with them. Find
nuances that will keep the audience engaged,
as well as keep the character [true to] their
choices as a performer.”

Thisis Harrington’s first time to work with
Ensemble Theatre, but he describes the vibe
as aninstitution with deep roots—both in the
Black community as well as in Houston’s lively
performing-arts scene.

“When I walk into the theater for rehears-
als, I feel asense of welcome. I feel that the
work is going to represent the community. And
when I say the community, I mean the commu-
nity atlarge—the African American continu-
um,” he adds. “The theater allows ustotella
story about what we did, where we did it, when
we did it, and why we did it. Telling stories
isingrained in our cultural DNA as African
descendants. From oral traditions to writ-
ten verse, we have to continue that practice.
Ensemble Theatre is thriving, and it is working
diligently to continue that legacy.”

What: Dominique Morisseau’s Paradise Blue
When: Through Feb. 26

Where: Ensemble Theatre, 3535 Main St.
Info: ensemblehouston.com
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FROM MEETING AT WEDDINGS TO MATCHING ON DATING APPS, LOVE IS
BLOOMING IN SPACE CITY THIS SPRING. IN THIS FEBRUARY EDITION OF
OUTSMART, WE CELEBRATE THE MANY FACES AND FORMS OF QUEER LOVE —
FOR EACH OTHER, AND FOR THE CITY THAT LGBTQ HOUSTONIANS CALL HOME.
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First, we feature our cover stars and Hous- Chandler, the first trans couple to run
ton’s up-and-coming political power couple, anational pageantry system that aims
Mario Castillo and Joel Rottier, as Castillo to make pageants more inclusive of all drag
prepares for his City Council run. performers. Finally, business owners and

'We also introduce you to Desmond and couple Jessica Williams and Lauren
Justin Bertrand-Pitts, the married minds Smith share how they make their partner-
behind M.E.N. Incorporated, a mentorship ship work, both in business and at home.
program for young men in Houston. Then meet The secret? Being willing to “boss up and
Galveston’s ‘It’ couple Kerry and Grayson get it done” during rough patches.
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Civie Connection

Husbands Mario Castillo and Joel Rottier
work together to serve the community.

By RYAN M. LEACH
Photo by FRANK HERNANDEZ @THE_CREATIVEX a2
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Newlyweds Mario Castillo, 36, and Joel Rot-

tier, 33, who have been married forlessthana

year, are already making some major decisions

together. No, it’s not akid (yet), or even (an-

other) pet. Castillo haslaunched his campaign

to become Houston’s next District H Council
Member, and Rottier will be by his side as they begin the long and
sometimes daunting task of campaigning throughout parts of the
Heights and North Houston.

Castillo is a native Houstonian who has dedicated his life and
career to public service. For him, this campaign is a natural part
of ensuring that the Houston he loves keeps moving in the right
direction.

His decision to run developed during the summer of 2022.
“As alongtime resident of the district and someone who’s been
civically active, I started to see anumber of areas where District
H could be doing better. Joel and I started going on walks in the
neighborhood during the pandemic to get out of the house and get
some exercise and we saw a number of things about the district
that could be improved, from consistent constituent services to

safer neighborhoods, illegal dumping, and economic development.

“Over time, a number of ideas started to come to me, and that’s
when I started thinking about running for City Council,” Castillo
adds. “I've served in leadership positions over the years, and have
alot to offer to help make District H a place people are proud to
callhome.”

Rottier was fully supportive of Castillo’s decision to start cam-
paigning for a City Council seat. “Politics has always been a very
common topic of conversation in our household, so I always had a
feeling that at some point we would have to be ready! It’s exciting
for me to watch him start this process, and to see how excited he
is when he gets to talk to people about his ideas and goals for the
district. I know it’s what he is meant to be doing.”

Although the two men may be aligned on campaign strategy,
they do have some disagreement about exactly how they first met.

“We met initially at Meteor in 2014 through mutual friends,”
Castillo explains. “After alengthy conversation, I found out Joel
had aboyfriend. Shortly after that meeting, I moved to Austin to
take a promotion. We didn’t keep in touch. It wasn’t until the sum-
mer of 2016, after I moved back to Houston, that we matched on
Tinder and set up our first date.”

Rottier has a slightly different recollection: “We’ve told our
separate versions of this story for as long as we've been together!
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But Mario’s answer is what we’ve boiled it down to. We
met through mutual friends on arandom weeknight and
kind of hit it off. We talked for a while until I mentioned
thatI had aboyfriend at the time, at which point Ma-

rio quickly disappeared! When we matched on Tinder
(shockingly, because Mario’s profile was very scarce on
information) I quickly realized who he was and remem-
bered our conversation from a year prior. I still joke with
him that he didn’t remember who I was until much later.
We had our first date at Backstreet Cafe, and then on

to Boheme to keep talking. And the rest is history!” he
laughs.

The two dated and eventually became engaged in Feb-
ruary 2020, right as the pandemic started to bear down on
the world. The couple took it in stride, however, and used
the opportunity to plan their wedding. Rottier, who grew
up just outside of Green Bay, Wisconsin, before moving
to Houston 10 years ago, had family in the Midwest. Cas-
tillo’s family was Houston-centric, so they decided to get
married in a neutral city and landed on New Orleans.

“Mario and his friends had been going to New Orleans
since college,” Rottier explains. “And I had been visiting
enough times separately that I knew I loved the history
and the vibe of the city, so it was a no-brainer for us to
have the wedding there. We got married on April 16,2021,
with 100 of our closest friends and family in attendance.
[Our wedding included] the first Second Line parade the
city had seen since COVID.”

Although campaigning will soon take up alarge por-
tion of their lives, the two still maintain day jobs that
they feel passionate about. Rottier is the vice president
of Love Advertising, where he oversees the firm’s digital
projects including website design and development, social
media, and email marketing. He went to the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee and received a bachelor’s degree
with an emphasisin graphic design in 2013.

“I've always had a passion for web development, and I
started building websites when I was in high school,” Rot-
tier recalls. “I also focused on that throughout my time at
UWDM, including working for the college itself running
their website. When I moved to Houston, I started as a
web developer at Love Advertising and have worked my
way up to VP over my 10 years there.” —
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MARIO CASTILLO AND JOEL ROTTIER | CONTINUED FROM PAGE 41

Castillo is a graduate of Texas A&M Uni-
versity, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in
political science in 2008 and a master’s degree
in public health in 2011. He is currently the
executive director of Your Houston, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to improving the qual-
ity of life in Houston neighborhoods—a great
fit for a man who wants to do exactly that for
Houston’s District H.

The two are also fully invested in other
forms of service. As a volunteer, Castillo
currently serves on the board of the M.D. An-
derson Family YMCA in North Houston, along
with the Houston Police Department’s Crimi-
nal Justice Advisory Board. Previously, he
served on the boards of the Hardy/Near North-
side TIRZ (Tax Increment Reinvestment
Zone), the Houston Land Bank, and the New
Leaders Council-Houston. He also recently
completed a term on the Houston LGBTQ+ Po-
litical Caucus board, where he served as vice
president and fundraising chair. The Caucus
named Castillo their Larry Bagneris Leader-
ship Team Member of the Year for 2022.

Rottier’s service résumé is also quite im-
pressive. “I've worked heavily with the YMCA
of Greater Houston on their nonprofit side, the
Barbara Bush Literacy Foundation, the Boy

Scouts of America’s Sam Houston Area Coun-
cil, and I'm currently working with Legacy
Community Health. Outside of work, I'm also
amember of the Houston LGBTQ+ Political
Caucus and the Human Rights Campaign.”

Although both men have proven their com-
mitment to improving Houston, a campaign
is an entirely different animal that opens
candidates and their families to public scru-
tiny. And when that family also identifies as
LGBTQ, things become even more intense and
sometimes hateful.

“This was a conversation we had when
considering the campaign,” Castillo admits.
“Ultimately, you expect to receive some hateful
comments at some point. This has happened to
so many openly LGBTQ candidates that have
run in Houston. We aren’t going to let those
bother us, and we’ll keep a positive message and
attitude about the campaign. We both are grate-
ful to have incredibly supportive families and
friends that we lean on for support. Thankfully,
at this point, we have received nothing but posi-
tive feedback and encouragement.”

The men recognize that representation
is especially important in a state like Texas,
where increasingly hostile legislation is being
debated at the state level, all aimed at LGBTQ

people and their families. While Castillo
primarily wants to give back to his com-
munity, he also understands that his
candidacy sends an important message.
“At atime when the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity, especially the trans community, is
under attack from legislatures across the
country, it’s vital for openly LGBTQ+ can-
didates to run and to provide representa-
tion where these laws are being discussed
and debated,” Castillo emphasizes. “If my
candidacy, or those of other out candi-
dates, give LGBTQ+ youth the confidence
to get involved in public service and be a
voice for their community, then run-
ning for office is worth it. If it gives a
depressed youth some hope to keep going
through their troubles, or to reach out to
someone for help, then everything we go
through throughout this processis all
worth it.”

For more info, visit

marioforhouston.com, follow
along on social media including
Facebook (marioforhouston) and
Instagram (@marioforhouston), or
email info@marioforhouston.com.
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Justin (I) and Desmond
Bertrand-Pitts at the Buffalo
Soldiers National Museum
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THE LOVE ISSUE

M.E.N. on a Mission

Desmond and Justin Bertrand-Pitts

When it comes to mix-

ing business and pleasure,

powerhouse duo Desmond

D. and Justin Bertrand-Pitts

have managed to find abal-

ance between the two as they
lead the charge at M.E.N. Incorporated, an
inclusive mentorship program for young men
in Houston. The married pair is putting in the
work to bring hope and support to countless
young men, all while taking on other projects
and keeping the spark alive in their own rela-
tionship.

The mission of M.E.N. Inc., according to
the organization’s website, is simple and effec-
tive: “Mentor, Educate and Nurture young men
regardless of ethnicity or sexual orientation
within available resources allowed.”

“We met online back in the days where you
had to wait for people to log back in to respond,”
Justinrecalls. “I wasliving in Savannah,
Desmond was living in Houston, and we just
started communicating online. I was coming to
Houston for training for my job, and he picked
me up from the airport. The rest is history.”

Today, Desmond works full-time as the
CEO of the Buffalo Soldiers National Museum
while also serving as president and CEO at
M.E.N. Inc. Justin segued from the Harris
County Mental Health Authority into working
full-time as M.E.N. Inc.’s executive director
four years ago.

“We started getting so many people [from
the community approaching us] for advice—
everything from housing, resources, food, and
other things,” Justin explains. “We were doing
the best we could, and decided we wanted to
do more. That’s how M.E.N. Inc. really came
about.”

The organization meets young men where
they’re at in order to help them succeed in and
beyond the classroom, and to achieve positive

are passionate local mentors.

By ZACH McKENZIE

academic, career, and personal goals. “We of-
fer both one-on-one and group mentorship. We
are currently vendors for four different school
districts within the Harris County Depart-
ment of Education,” Justin explains. “We go
into schools and provide group mentoring
there. We also have a community group that
meets in the spring and summer. Outside of
that, our one-on-one matches happen across
the city, year-round.”

“WE STARTED GETTING
SO MANY PEOPLE
APPROACHING US FOR
ADVICE, AND DECIDED WE
WANTED TO DO MORE.
THAT'S HOW M.E.N. INC.
REALLY CAME ABOUT.”

—Justin Bertrand-Pitts

“We had to learn to work together,” Des-
mond adds. “When you put two alpha males
with characteristics of a Type A personality
together, there can be instances where we
[each have strong opinions about] what we
should be doing. What we’ve been able to do
over the years is really communicate. I tell
people that we don’t have arguments or dis-
agreements, we have conversations.”

Those conversations have been a win-
ning strategy for M.E.N. Inc. as the two work
together to accomplish the organization’s
future goals. “A top priority this year for the
board, and in terms of outreach, is to secure

more funding,” Desmond emphasizes.
“Fundraisingis at the forefront of what we
do daily. That’s alarge part of what we’re
going to be working on this year. Also, we
always need mentors. That’s obviously a
large component of what we do.”

Asifthey didn’t have enough on their
plates, the two also lead an inclusive minis-
try at Freedom Church. “We recently joined
in [the work of] creating a safe space for
people to come together and worship with-
out being judged or looked at funny,” Justin
explains. “Alot of times, the church world
isn’t so kind to the LGBTQIA community,
so we create opportunities for people in
Houston to have a safe space.”

And outside of work, the couple priori-
tizes each other and their married relation-
ship. “We believe in ahard 9:00 p.m. cutoff
time in our house. That is typically the time
when we turn off computers and phones,”
Justin says. “We continue to do date nights.
We'll go and try new restaurants, and we
love finding new places to go, experiencing
new cultures, and taking trips.”

Their love for one another, and the
ambitious goals they have for all of their
outreach projects, will undoubtedly lead
them to continued success.

“My favorite part of working with
Justinis the fact that we can identify and
understand the other’s point of view, and
agree to disagree,” Desmond says. “We
understand that we're not right all the time.
The fact that we can have these conversa-
tions, understand each other, and come to
an agreement shows how much power we
have, and how much belief we have in each
other. That’s probably my favorite part.”

For more information,
visit meninchouston.org.
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“When in doubt, just try
it out.” That sage wisdom
was what helped nudge
Galveston power couple
Kerry and Grayson
Chandler to pursue each
other eight years ago.

Kerry, also known by her stage name
Kymber DeVine, recalls the fateful night
when the two met. She was booked for a
drag show in Louisiana, and Grayson was in
attendance. Grayson approached Kerry dur-
ing the show, and the sparks immediately
flew. Well... almost.

“I toyed back and forth with the thought
of arelationship because Grayson had
not started transitioning yet, and [dating
someone during the transition process] was
something thatI had never even thought
about or considered,” Kerry says.

She spoke with her castmate DeyJzah
Opulent Mirage, who offered that timeless
advice to be fearless.

“DeyJzah said, ‘Sis, just do it. What do
you have tolose? What has any genetic man
ever done for you but leave you heartbro-
ken?”” Kerry recalls.

And that, as they say, was that. Kerry
and Grayson entered their relationship and
never looked back. In fact, their love has
only grown since then, as has their success.

The two recently became owners of the

THE LOVE ISSUE

National Showgirl and Showman Pageantry
System, which provides a platform for drag
performers to compete for a crown and the
opportunity to represent the system both in
Texas and across the United States.

One of the pageant events provided an
unforgettable moment in the couple’s court-
ship. “Having Grayson support me through
competing in seven national pageants, and
then finally having him there the night I won
my first national pageant, was one of my most
favorite moments of our relationship,” she says.
“We busted our behinds so much through the
years to be able to afford that, and we finally
got to have that moment together.”

The work paid off, and the two have set out
to broaden the reach of their pageant system.
They have made it a goal for the pageants to be
as inclusive as their love for one another.

“We are the first trans couple torun a
national pageantry system, and we did change
the system. It is all-inclusive now,” Grayson
notes. “However you choose to present yourself
on stage is [the category] you can perform and
compete in. Last year was the first year that
we crowned a nonbinary person in the
Showman division.”

The call to create an inclusive atmosphere
was one that the Chandler family felt was a
necessity.

“When we took over the system, we moved
itastep further and opened it to everybody.

Pageant winner Kerry Chandler (as Kymber DeVine) with her husband, Grayson; her drag mother,
Teryl-Lynn Foxx (r); and drag daughters Amya Jackson Ross (1) and Cyn City.

Our community is so divided, [so not everyone
wants that openness]. Yet, we always talk about
wanting everybody to be included. We thought
we could make a small change and make our
system the first system to [be so open],” Gray-
son adds.

The duo is now looking to broaden their
outreach further by encouraging persons with
functional disabilities to enter the pageant
competitions.

“There’s lots of people with disabilities and
challenges who can show out on stage. They
should be allowed to do so, and we're trying
to make it so everybody has a place,” Grayson
says.

That passion for inclusiveness is evident not
justin the Chandlers” aspirations for the
pageant system, but also in their relationship.

“Both of us have gone through big life
changes since we’ve been together,” Kerry
mentions. “Both of us support each other in
our endeavors. [The trick is] finding the right
person who is going to support your dreams, no
matter what. We found that with each other.”

And their other trick? Communication.

“We talk about everything. Communication
is ultimately the key. If we’re not communicat-
ing, then situations can become frustrating.
[Butif we can] sit down, talk it out, and figure
out what’s going on, we can keep moving
forward. Communication is what keeps us
grounded,” Grayson emphasizes. “Commu-
nication has always been central since the
beginning, but now that we are both running
businesses and pageants and the everyday
dealings oflife, it’s become even more impor-
tant. We have to be that backbone for each
other, keep our lines of communication open,
and keep pushing each other forward.”

They also want to encourage others to take
achance onlove by reminding them that adash
of bravery never hurts.

“Always live your life with an open heart.
That’s the only advice I can give when it comes
to that, because you can’t be worried about
what everybody else thinks,” Kerry says.

The Chandler family’s record of success
stands as the best antidote to the naysayers.
Andbest of all, it’s clear that Galveston’s it
coupleis still as madly in love with each other
as when they first met.

For pageant information, visit
facebook.com/NationalShowgirlShow
manPageantrySystem.

OutSmartMagazinecom | FEBRUARY 2023 55



THE LOVE ISSUE

Partners in

Love and Work

Jessica Williams and Lauren Smith's partnership
extends from their home to their business.

uccessful partnerships re-
quire work. That’s true when
it comes to personal couplings
as well as professional ones.
And when you are partners in
both love and work, even more
communication and empathy
isrequired—something that
couple Jessica Williams and
Lauren Smith, founders of
EventSmith Productions, seem to have mas-
tered on a whole new level.

The happily married couple has been run-
ning their business together since its inception
in 2019, when they merged two previous com-
panies into one. They do it all—from corporate
branding and social-media management to
company events and training videos. And
when it comes to weddings, Smith does the
planning and design logistics while Williams
serves as the event photographer.

“As awedding photographer and video
person, I've worked with many planners
who I would never want to work with again,”
Williams admits. “From day one, I have loved
working with Lauren. She is fun, yetis still a
badass who gets shit done.”

“As aplanner, I see Jessica having the most
fun while working efficiently, and everyone
justloves working with her,” Smith adds.

Of course, the lines are not so distinctly
drawn as they work together on a project.
Although Williams is on the production and
photography side while Smith does most of the
planning, the two have been known to cross
the line into each other’s specialties. “We get a
little competitive, in-house,” Williams admits.

But overall, their greatest accomplishment
hasbeen their success at building up a brand
with an excellent reputation over the past 15
years. “We’ve created and photographed over
1,000 weddings and endless corporate events
while establishing and maintaining amazing
relationships with vendors and [corporate
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clients],” Williams notes.

The two met at awedding in July 2016,
back when they were both in relationships. But
they reconnected at a second wedding in 2017
and began dating shortly thereafter.

“Although Jess thought she had the flirt-
ing part down, I never even realized that was
happening, even when Jess stuck her head out
of awindow and said, ‘Oh, hey there!”” Smith
recalls. The two talked constantly from that
moment on, had their first date three days
later, and have been together ever since.

“WHEN YOU SPEND EVERY
WAKING MOMENT TOGETHER,
THAT POSES QUITE A
CHALLENGE. LUCKILY FOR US,
WE CAN GET THROUGH THE
ROUGH SPOTS QUICKLY.”

— Lauren Smith

Williams’ plan for a surprise proposal on
December 7,2018, was naturally alogistical
tour de force. “Jessica had to out-plan the plan-
ner!” Smith says with alaugh. The day includ-
ed a 10-hour scavenger hunt, limo rides, help
from many of their friends, a shopping spree
at The Galleria, hair and makeup sessions,
an unforgettable setting for the proposal, a
private moment for just the two of them, a
surprise appearance by Smith’s father, and an
evening dinner with their closest friends and
family members.

The two originally eloped early in 2019
before finally having a wedding ceremony on
November 19, 2021 at Iron Manor in
Montgomery, Texas.

“We had the most gorgeous flowers
everywhere, at Jessica’s request. Danny
Ray and the Atlantic Street Band had one
hell of an entrance at the reception,” Smith
recalls. The dinner stations included
many of their favorite foods. And they had
acandy bar, adessert bar, and alate-night
pretzel bar with fresh donuts. The evening
even included llamas and an aerialist
performing for their guests.

Santa Fe, Texas, native Williams, 36,
holds an associate’s degree in media arts
from Monroe College in Rochester, New
York, and a bachelor’s degree in commu-
nications from the University of Houston-
Clear Lake. Smith, 44, is from Dallas
and began her academic career at Collin
County Community College in North Dal-
las. She then graduated with honors from
the University of Houston-Downtown
with a bachelor’s degree in psychology.
The couple currently resides in Santa Fe.

The best part about working together,
the two say, is that they are always there
to support one another, allowing them to
get through any situation. “Sometimes
it’s Lauren calming the moment,” Wil-
liams begins. “And sometimes it’s Jessica
lightening the mood and helpingitall
come together in the final hour,” Smith
adds. “When you spend every waking
moment together, that poses quite a chal-
lenge. Luckily for us, we can get through
[the rough spots] quickly and get back
ontrack.”

Their advice to other couples looking
to follow in their footsteps with a profes-
sional partnership? Put your partner’s
needs first, and work to understand what
those needs are. And when the going gets
tough, they say, “Boss up to get it done.”

For more information, visit
eventsmithproductions.com.







ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

All That Sass

Houstonian Christina Wells stars in the
Broadway touring production of ‘Chicago.

Hometown songstress
Christina Wells is head-
ing home and bringing
her show-stopping voice,
talent, and razzle-dazzle
to the Hobby Center’s
main stage—much to the
delight of Theatre Under The Stars audiences.
Wells is currently traveling across the nation,
starring as Matron “Mama” Morton in the
25th-anniversary tour of Chicago. After years
of preparation for this moment, her starring
role is the realization of alifelong dream for
Wells—and she’s just getting started.

“I'm so excited to be returning to Houston!”
Wells exclaims. The entertainer has been
teasing her social-media followers with posts
counting down the days until she hits the stage
at Theatre Under The Stars. “The last time
I was there was during The Little Mermaid
when I played Ursula, and it was the most
amazing experience. It got cut short because
of COVID, and I always say that COVID stole
my ‘seawitch.’ I am just counting the minutes
until I come back.”

An early introduction to musical theater
(and abrush with Lady Luck) ignited a spark
within the out bi-racial performer. “When I
was 15 years old, I would watch the [movie
version of ] Funny Girl with Barbra Streisand.
And of course, Dream Girls was also a favorite.
T used tolisten tothe LP record,” she says of
her early musical-theater influences. “Iused to
listen to aradio station in Houston, and I won
tickets to see South Pacific at Theatre Under
The Stars. That was my very first time ever
seeing amusical, and I remember sitting there
with one of my friends from high school and
saying, “One day, I want to do this.”

The artist credits TUTS artistic director
Dan Knechtges with giving her an opportunity
she never expected. “Dan did something that
TUTS had never done before. When they were
casting for Memphis, he opened the door to the
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community to audition. I went in to audition,
and Dan turned to the man next to him and
said, ‘She would be a great Silvia.’ That next
year, for the summer show, they did All Shook
Up and I got aphone call to be Sylvia!”

She went on to play “Sour Kangaroo” in the
TUTS production of Seussical before taking
her star turn as Ursula in the Disney classic.
“TUTS did something really cool [during the
COVID lockdown] where they featured people
from their homes singing musical theater on
their social media,” she recalls. “I made a video
of myselfsinging in front of a green screen
in my house, dancing in a purple dress. And
in May of 2021, I got a phone call saying they
wanted me to be Ursula in The Little Mermaid!
Itwas my first main-stage performance. I was
just soblessed and felt so honored that they
would give me the chance to be apart of that
gorgeous multicultural cast.”

With dreams of making it to Broadway,
the America’s Got Talent alum took the advice
of an agent who told her that in order to make
it big, she needed to be seen—and one of the
best ways to do that is to be cast in a national
tour. Flash-forward to Wells’ current role in
Chicago, which is the artist’s first national tour
booking.

Inherrole as Matron “Mama” Morton, she
is part of alegacy that she doesn’t take lightly.
“I am the warden of Cook County’s correction-
al facility. There really was a female warden
who ran the jailin the 1920s. These stories are
plucked from real headlines from the ’20s in
the Chicago Tribune,” Wells explains. “Matron
‘Mama’ Morton is awoman who’s in charge of
all these really dangerous characters. I sing
this big song thatliterally says, “You take care
of me, and I'll take care of you.” That’s how
‘Mama’ makes sure that all the ladies of the
correctional facility are taken care of—and
that she’s taken care of, too.”

Chicago originally premiered in 1975, and
the show has had a slew of household names

playing the role of ‘Mama’ throughout the
years. Wells carries the torch proudly, giv-
ing it her own flair and honoring those who
preceded her. “I think whenever you play a
character that people really know, you need
to know the roots. You need to know the
seeds of where it came from, because you
need to give homage to that,” she says. “But
then I think you need to letitlive in your
own body, and let it be you. Nobody wants
to see an impersonation of somebody else.
They want to see your take.”

Wells’ maternal instincts naturally
added a softness to the character. “People
will say, “‘Your Mama was so warm!” And she
iswarm! You can [be loving, but still] not
put up with any bull—both of those can exist
inside the same person. That’s whoIamasa
mother. I'm gonnalove you.”

And as for what audiences can expectin
addition to her motherly warmth, she says,
“Ilike to sing big. Ilike to sing loud!”

This 25th-anniversary production is an
ode to the incredible legacy of the Broad-
way revival. “We’re an exact replica of the
revival with Bebe Neuwirth, who played
Velma Kelly,” Wells says. “Something that’s
been an unexpected discovery for me has
been the relationship between ‘Mama’ and
Velma. The [pace of the show] is quick, so

audiences have to pay attention and listen.” o
After the pandemic cut her time as N

Ursula short, Wells doesn’t take a single ;‘ . @

second of her latest artistic venture for i T8

granted. “When the show starts and the

overture plays and Logan Floyd, who plays #* « "
our Velma, walks up the steps and you hear k st
TR

the audience go crazy every night, no matte
what I'm doing, I stop and listen,” she says.
“Ilove that feeling, both for the audience
and for our cast. There’s something magical
about knowing that you're satisfying people,
because they want to hear this thing they
love.”
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Performing on stages across Americais
something Christina never thought was pos-
sible. Having started out as aregistered nurse
before pursuing superstardom, her role in Chi-
cago is humbling—but also the manifestation
of years of hard work and perseverance. “I gave
up singing when I was like 19 or 20.I ended
up having my kids, and thought, ‘I gotta get a
career.’ I went to nursing school and I had a job,
raised my babies, and that’s what I did,” she ad-
mits. “Never, when I was wiping butts and
giving people pills, was I like, “You know,
someday I’'m gonna be touring with a
national tour.”

ANS EVERYTHING.
 COMMUNITIES
1ER. SO COME

EER ON YOUR
HOMETOWN GIRL CHRISTINA!"

-Ohrlstma Wells

ic musical Chicago has been seen
ges and screens around the world, Wells
encourages theatergoers to purchase tickets
soon, because this touring cast is incompa-
rable. “This production of Chicago is unlike
most productions. There’s not anyone in this
cast that’s been ‘stunt cast,” and in the show
justbecause they’re famous. Everyone in this
castisreally talented. The bodies are out there.
That click, click, click little finger movement,”
Wells boasts about one of the show’s iconic
choreographed moments, “it’s gonna give that
sass and that secret that you want when you see
Chicago.

“Theater means everything. It brings com-
munities together. So come and cheer on your

12

hometown girl, Christina!

What: TUTS presents the
25th-anniversary tour of Chicago

When: Through Feb. 12

Where: The Hobby Center

Info: my.tuts.com/overview/5220
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ilipino-American artist Saul
Jerome E. San Juan’s striking
images are on display this month
at a Montrose art gallery. Figur-
ish, a collection of thematic pieces
from several artists that includes
San Juan’s collection of blue-eyed
men, is open to the public through
March 12 at Bill Arning Exhibitions.

Arthasbeen anintegral part of San Juan’s
life and how he’s expressed himself since early
childhood. “I’'ve been drawing since as far
back asIcanremember,” he says. “From my
earliest drawings of volcanoes and airplanes,
making art has given me the satisfaction of
being in control of what goes on within the
confines of my composition, limited only by
my knowledge, imagination, sense of propriety,
and time.”

After moving from the Philippines to the
United States at the age of 14, art became even
more important to the artist as he began teach-
ing high-school art classes. “Since I switched
careers [after] many satisfying years in archi-
tecture, I have been delightfully surprised at
how much inspiration I also find in empower-
ingyoung artists to express their humanity
eloquently in visual art.”

San Juan’s artworks may appear conven-
tional at first glance, but his pieces are far
more complex once you peel back the layers.
Ifyou ask San Juan to describe his portraits
and landscape art, he will point to John Singer
Sargent, a celebrated Anglo-American painter.

“Onthe surface, my art, like Sargent’s,
appears more conservative than much modern
artinbeing representational in translating
three-dimensional reality into two-dimen-
sional interpretation through careful observa-
tion of proportions and visual phenomenalike
value and color,” he says. “Expressionism and
novelty get in the way of my subversion of what
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Art That Connects

A look at artist Saul Jerome E. San Juan's
distinctive portraits.

By CONNOR BEHRENS

I perceive to be others’ proud feelings of moral
and aesthetic superiority—feelings of superior-
ity that I admitindulging in myselfasIchoose
how to make art.”

The Lone Star State has been an inspira-
tion for San Juan lately, which is evident in his
landscape pieces. “I am inspired by the sum-
mertime, the rivers of the Texas Hill Country,
country music, contemporary art, art history
and more,” he notes.

“My landscape paintings are done on-
site and in one sitting, so they are definitely
responses to the momentary scene. I can enjoy
the wonder of the place, made more precious by
the limited time. The spontaneity and physical
immersion of my landscape work are foils to
the extremely time-consuming artifice of my
studio work.”

San Juan also enjoys experimenting
with other media and finding additional
ways to tell stories that spark audience con-
versations and emotional reactions.

“My studio work, which is represented
in the Houston show, involves hoarding vi-
sual material through the internet and pho-
to shoots,” he explains. “I then sift through
it all and experiment to create pieces that
I cantake delight in working on for days. It
allows me to speak to my audience politely
and elegantly, justifying my indulgence in
the raw material.”

San Juan believes that art is more
important now than ever before, because
people are looking for a means of escape. He
appreciates how art allows people to experi-
ence ashared connection with one another.

COURTESY
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“Paradoxically, in a world that is hyper-
connected with instant communication,
empathy between human beings is easily lost,”
he says. “I feel that great art has the ability to
slow us down and get us to empathize with
other people—to find out what keeps them go-
ing and, more broadly, remind us what it means
tobe human, to appreciate our shared feelings
of' being alive through suffering and pleasure,
even as our technology has largely desensitized
us and caused us to cower from the awfully
beautiful mess that is the wondrous complexity
of existence.”

San Juan hopes his pieces will spark
dialogue and many thoughtful conversations
among those who see his works.

“My art, to me, comes alive in dialogue with
an audience and the feelings, experiences, and
preconceptions they bring,” he says. “Part of
my pleasure in making art is the expectation
that others will see it and be somehow affected
by it, even minutely.”

What: Figurish art exhibit
When: Through March 12
Where: Bill Arning Exhibitions,
604 W. Alabama
Info: billarning.com and sauljerome.com
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Weaving
Together
Identity and
Tradition

Sarah Zapata showcases
contemporary fiber art at
the Moody Arts Center.

By JENNY BLOCK
Photo by 1GNACIO TORRES

iber arts are front and center—where

many in the art world will tell you

they belong—at Rice University’s

Moody Arts Center in a new show

titled Narrative Threads: Fiber Art

Today. The exhibit features work
from 22 artists, including queer native Texans
Sarah Zapata and Deidrick Brackens.

Sarah Zapata, a Peruvian American fabric
artist, was bornin Corpus Christi and raised
in the Dallas area. She holds abachelor’s de-
gree in studio art and fibers from the Univer-
sity of North Texas. Even though she’s been
in New York for 11 years, she feels gratified
to have her work shown in her home state. “I
think, being alesbian from Texas, that it’s very
important to make that perspective be robust,
especially as the LGBTQ community contin-
ues to be demonized in the media.”
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Brackes, who is from Mexia and currently
lives in Los Angeles, holds abachelor’s degree
from the University of North Texas in Denton,
and a master’s from the California College of
the Artsin San Francisco.

The curators of the Moody exhibit explain
that their goal is to explore each artist’s
embrace of the traditional fiber medium to illu-
minate “topics related to identity, gender, race,
sexuality, and power.”

Works in this medium have not always been
on an equal footing with other traditional art
forms. Because women—and other marginal-
ized groups—are often the ones working in
fiber arts, the genre has often been regarded as
a “craft” rather than true art. This show makes
it clear that the latter category is where these
works belong.

Fiber arts are a particularly vital art form

ahZapata

in marginalized communities, and the ex-
hibit makes that vitality palpable. “It comes
back to the access of the practice,” says Za-
pata. “So many communities have practiced
some of these techniques from the beginning
of time—out of the necessity [to use these
objects] or the necessity of expressing one’s
existence. Textiles transcend language, yet
they exist as documents.”

‘Women’s work and craft have alsobeen
denigrated as a way to uphold hierarchies
in the art world, Zapata adds. “Because of
these limitations, fibers can be inherently
conceptual. There also is this classicism that
fibers can tackle: think about the difference
between a work that is made with acrylic
paint versus acrylic yarn. Accessibility is an
incredible tool in art, just as much as concept
is. I'think these histories make the material



immensely interesting, and a way to honor
ancestors past that have upheld and chal-
lenged these processes.”

There is a deep sense of tradition and
connecting with that which came before
us. Zapataloves that those feelings exist
in the world of fibers and textiles. “Tradi-
tion is thought of [as] something thatis to
be transcended and sedentary, but I love to
think about how pastness can be examined
and used to access futurity.”

For Zapata, textiles are both a material
and aprocess. “Soit’s something that con-
tinues to evolve. That evolution and sense of
time is something that is truly so inspiring,
as well as always changing. I think, also,
what is so important is that every single
person has a relationship to textiles, and so
there already is a point of access for
the viewer.”

Frauke Josenhans, one of the show’s
senior curators, explains what viewers can
expect. “The show brings together a diverse
group of 22 international artists utilizing
fiber in innovative new ways. Ranging from
small-scale, intimate thread drawings to
monumental sculptural installations, these

=1

a little domestic waste I, in the exhibit Narrative Threads: Fiber Art Today,

fiber-based works are inherently experi-
ential, fragmentary, and tactile, inviting
viewers to consider new perspectives
through familiar means.”

Many viewers will be surprised by the
power, depth, and variety found in these
works. Even Josenhans found herself sur-
prised by the show’s impact. “The different
dialogues between the works that were
created through [this exhibit’s] installation
and design were surprising—how the vari-
ous pieces interact with each other through
colors and patterns.”

The hope is that viewers who see this
show will come to see fiber arts in a whole
new light. As Alison Weaver, another senior
curator, explains, “We hope viewers will
discover a diverse group of new artists and
be inspired by the innovative ways they
express both personal and political
narratives.”

Zapata’s personal goal is all about ac-
cessibility, or breaking down the idea that
culture is only for the elite. “I hope that
viewers see themselves [in the fiber art], or
atleast see how a material they’re so famil-
iar with can be presented in a way they’re

Moody Center for the Arts at Rice University

not familiar with. Having a show that is delv-
ing into the fiber [medium], it’s wonderful to
see the vastness that exists within this world. I
hope they see how tradition and history can be
these malleable concepts, and that imagining
abetter future is possible.”

The Moody Arts Center curators look
forward to sharing the exhibit with museum-
goers. “We hope that our visitors will discover
new artists working with textiles in various
(and often surprising) ways, making fasci-
nating connections to contemporary life and
culture—including music, social media,
and food.”

Zapata’s sentiments echo that of the
curators: “I hope [visitors] engage with how
different every artist’s work is—whether it is
representative or abstract, immense or dimin-
utive. Viewers should feel an air of excitement
and interest in how complicated the world of
textiles is, and how so much can be articulated
with a multitude of techniques.”

What: “Narrative Threads” at the Moody
Center for the Arts at Rice University

When: Through May 13

Info: 713-348-2787 or visit moody.rice.edu
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Joe Ngo as Chum, Abraham Kim as Rom, Geena Quintos as Sothea, Jane Lui as Pou, and
Moses Villarama as Leng in Alley Theatre's co-production of Cambodian Rock Band.

Cambodian Rock Band’s
‘Phnom’enal Success

Director Chay Yew cranks up the volume to showcase
"70s surf-rock tunes banned by the Khmer Rouge.

Lauren Yee’s hit play Cam-
bodian Rock Band, one of the
most-produced plays of the
2019-2020 season, finally
lands on the Alley Theatre
main stage. The captivating
dramabegins in modern-day Phnom Penh as
NGO worker Neary receives an unannounced
visit from her father, Chum, and jumps back in
time to the Cambodia of the 1970s on the cusp
of the Khmer Rouge’s reign of terror. Actors
double as musicians in alive onstage band,
playing the same surf-rock tunes that rang
loud until the Khmer Rouge’s genocidal purge
claimed the lives of two million Cambodians—
including countless artists and musicians.
Helming this fragmented memory play-
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cum-musically mesmerizing time-travel trip is
director Chay Yew, a multi-hyphenate award-
winning playwright whose dramas center
around LGBTQ and Asian identity. Yew has
directed works regionally, off Broadway, and
internationally, and served as artistic director
of Chicago’s Victory Gardens Theater from
2011t0 2020, during which time he champi-
oned many new playwrights’ works.

Yew sat down with OurSmARrT ahead of the
show’s Houston debut.

Clew: Having stepped away from the
responsibilities of leading a theater, you
now get to choose your projects. What’s
feeding you now, and how do you orient
your creative compass?

Chay Yew: What’s feeding me now is the new
generation of writers who are able to see the
world in a different way than I do, and who
are continuing to light the flame. I'm fed
when I work on these projects and deepen
my understanding of humanity. We look at
art, particularly in the theater, to tell stories,
and I'm empowered to tell stories especially
when I feel other communities are not being
given visibility and a voice. So sometimes,
working with people who I'm not in com-
munity with is enlightening for me [as we
explore] how the story can become part of
the American canon. Americais agrand ex-
periment, so how do we live together being a
diverse, multiracial country? Sometimes the
way to fuse communities is through art, or



stories, or food! Those feelings, sensations,
and tastes defy language, and through these
we become one.

How are you balancing your time
between bringing Kristina Wong’s
Sweatshop Overlordto L.A. and all your
other projects?

I'm also working on a new play at South
Coast Rep, and then a few workshops
including [alook at] upcoming work by
playwright and poet Jesus Valles at the Flea
Theater in TriBeCa.

You’ve worked with actors from all
walks oflife, including some who are
now household names such as Sandra
Oh, Daniel Dae Kim, Raul Castillo, and
BD Wong. How do you get the best work
outofanactor?

By trusting them to do their best work,
giving them the space, and challenging
them to grow. These are special artists with
their own unique ways of creating work. So
sometimes you need to get out of the way,
and sometimes give them the opportunity
tolook at things differently. The best artists
are eager to grow, and that’s why they are
dynamic actors.

Ihad the pleasure of seeing Yilong Liu’s
Good Enemy at Audible Theater in New
York. That play shared some things
with Cambodian Rock Band: a father
visiting to reconnect with his daughter;

fractured memories of alife before; and
the fantastic, fluid Francis Jue. Canyou
talk about these shared themes?

It’s an Asian trope, isn’t it? Parents and
children—we can never get away from our
parents because it’s part of our Asian-ness.
[Sometimes] our parents or grandparents have
fled from very horrible circumstances, be it
political [uprisings] or famine, and the reason
they come here is because they have no choice
but to come here. And when they come to this
country, they come to give their children a bet-
ter world or opportunity than they have had.
Sometimes not bringing up the past helps the
children move forward more freely—or so they
think. But then there’s a gap: “Well, if you don’t
tell me then I don’t know who you are; if I don’t
know who you are, then I don’t know who I am.
Who am I?” And the cycle repeats. The country
doesn’tlearn, and we don’t learn. As much as
we move forward with pride, we should never
forget about our history and how to share it,

“WITH MUSIC,
WE DON'T NEED
LANGUAGE BECAUSE
WE CONNECT
REGARDLESS.”

—Chay Yew

Director Chay Yew

particularly with younger people. It’s all about
legacy.

Iwas able to see a production of the play
in Minneapolis over the summer and was
blown away. I think Houstonis in fora
treat. What might you say to audiences
who fear that a show that includes foreign
music or lyrics isn’t their cup of tea?

This play has a very interesting genre: it’s us-
ing surfrock, or psychedelic rock of the *70s.
Something I've noticed with our previews here
is that audiences love the sound of'it. It’s a live
band on stage; it’s visceral. I'm mesmerized by
the musicianship of the art. And then we see
the music being destroyed and banned once
Pol Pot comes into the play. And the silence is
devastating. Though the music is in the Khmer
language, it’s areminder that it’s ultimately
art. And again, with music, art, and food, we
don’t need language, because we connect
regardless.

Yourecently got to return to Singapore to
not only see loved ones, but also to develop
your work after having earlier plays
banned in your home country because of
their explicit focus on queer themes. What
was that homecoming like for you?

It’s complicated, because the Singapore I grew
up inis a different place than today. I don’t

feel any nostalgia or emotions, just memories.
What’s alive is the food and my friends. Com-
ing back was exciting because when I first
started there, the theater industry was slowly
evolving. To come in now and see young actors
confident and ready to do some serious damage
was exciting! It’s important to realize you can
never go home, though everyone longs for that.
Where is your chosen home and chosen family?
You choose things [that] make a home for you,
and for what you want your history to be. We
create our own homes wherever we go. I feel at
home in the theater because that’s where the
possibilities live—the fear, and the excitement.

Do you have any comforting words for
our Asian and queer communities reeling
from the Monterey Park shooting, the
stabbing of a student in Indiana, and the
Club Q shooting in Colorado?
Only that they are important, and these are
the things that we have to still forge through.
Things will always get in your way. You have no
choice but to actually go through them. But by
going through them, and going through them as
acommunity, you are made stronger. You have
aresponsibility to find some of your brothers
and sisters and figure out how to help them—as
they can help you. The world is not done; we
have to be strong.

I gotthis notion because when I came out
and was ready to taste the world, people were —»
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CAMBODIAN ROCK BAND | CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

dying [of AIDS complications]. A little
intimacy could be a matter of life and
death. That was 15 years of darkness. We
muddled through it. We made it through,
stronger. So when COVID came along, it
was a different thing for us. We have to
figure out these things in solidarity. They
won't take us down if we stand together.
Stand strong, walk forward, don’t fall, and
if you fall, get up. It’s not about falling, it’s
about the art of getting up.

On the flip side of these sobering acts
of violence, we are in an era where
more Asian stories, creatives, and
projects are receiving nods for excel-
lence.I’m thinking about the historic
spree of A24’s EEAAOQ, and our queen
Michelle Yeoh. What would you like to
see on the horizon?

I’d like to see more Asian actors and art-
ists telling their own stories and being
more visible. And I also hope there’s a

way for Asians and non-Asians to come
together and collaborate on works that in-
spire more stories that create understand-
ing between communities. Sometimes our
stories are not always harmonious—the
1992 L.A. riots, [for example]. But these
stories are important for us to under-
stand [in order to] become more united as
different communities—as one. We have
to figure out how we connect our com-
munities, because I would hate to think

Geena Quintos as Sothea and Jane Lui as Pou

we [can be so] easily divided by the straight
white power structure. The only way for us to
come together is to find understanding and
empathy among our communities. We have to
understand these historic tensions and move
beyond them.

What’s something you haven’t crossed off
your bucket list yet?
I'm happy where I am, and I am interested in
how it slowly evolves. How can we age grace-
fully and figure out what it means to grapple
with mortality? When will I [no longer] be
able to tell stories, and what does it mean to do
something different?

Don’t forget to do the things on your list.
Do them! Go to Machu Picchu, go to Greece
and dance with the boys! I've done those
things already. You have one shortlife. What
are you going to do? Live fully. Other people in
other countries can’t do that.

What: Lauren Yee’s Cambodian Rock Band
When: Through February 12; ActOut LGBTQ
pre-performance reception on
February2at6 p.m.
Where: The Alley Theatre, 615 Texas Avenue
Info: alleytheatre.org or call
713-220-5700 for tickets

Writer and native Texan Clew (they/them)
is a queer nonbinary Asian actor with a
passion for storytelling. Follow them on
Instagram @clew.cifer
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WEDDING GUIDE

Kimberly Nicole (I) and,
Cassie Nicole Butler-White.

A Port in the Storm

Kimberly Nicole and Cassie Nicole Butler-White find refuge in each other.

By JENNYBLOCK | Photos by @SCOTTKELLEYPHOTOGRAPHY

Kimberly Nicole Butler-White

and Cassie Nicole Butler-

White met on the dating app

Bumble. But there’s nothing

virtual about the shelter from
the storm they have found in one another.

One evening, during one of Houston’s
random flash-flooding events, Kimberly was
attempting to drive home from work. She
ended up getting stuck on Memorial Drive. “I
had to drive through dangerously high water,
as there was nowhere else to go. Because I was
so afraid, I had a major panic attack—so bad
that I couldn’t even remember how to turn on
my hazard lights,” Kimberly recalls.

She ended up calling Cassie, who was able
to guide her to a parking lot to wait out the
storm. “Ignoring my protests, Cassie hopped
in her car to come and rescue me. At one point
the water was too deep to cross, so she got out
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and attempted to walk to me. I'd never been so
relieved to see someone before!”

For Cassie, there was always something
different about Kim. “We would sit and talk
for hours and hours about anything—from
silly things to incredibly personal experi-
ences. We are different in so many ways, but
Kimberly has this gift for making you feel
comfortable; you're never afraid to be vulner-
able with her. I think I realized pretty early
on, during one of those conversations, that the
space we shared together was really special
and unlike anything I'd experienced before,”
Cassie adds.

Chicago native Kimberly, 39, is a gradu-
ate of Stephen F. Austin State University and
achange-management analyst for a large oil
and gas company. Cassie, 36, from Conroe, is a
client program manager at Quorum Software.
The couple currently lives in the Lindale Park

neighborhood.

Cassie proposed to Kim during a week-
long vacation out east in New England—a
trip that each of them had always wanted to
take.

“During the trip, we’'d taken a private
tour to differentlighthouses, ending at
Portland Head Light in Cape Elizabeth,
Maine,” Cassie explains. “We talked about
the significance of lighthouses and how they
represent hope and guidance during even
the darkest times—similar to the way we’d
always been there for each other. I secretly
struggled to get the ring out of my pocket
because I was so nervous, and I thought
she was catching on to the plan. When I
proposed, at first there were no words; just
tears. Those five seconds felt like an eter-
nity until Kim finally just started yelling,
‘Yes, Yes!”™”



A3

The couple was wed on November 4 in a
Conroe wedding chapel, where Kimberly’s
cousin, Judge Tonya Parker, officiated the
ceremony. “The venue had a special signifi-
cance to me. My mother had always loved the
property and used to comment on it when
she passed it,” Kimberly says. “Since she
wasn’t able to be there, we thought we could
honor her memory by getting married there.”

For both Kimberly and Cassie, being sur-
rounded by their closest family and friends
and seeing everyone come together for them
was the best part of their wedding. “Also,
right after the ceremony, Judge Parker led us
to alittle room off'to the side of the chapel.
She told us we needed to take in the moment,
just the two of us together, before seeing any
of our family or friends. It was nice to have
those special first few moments as a married
couple all to ourselves,” Kimberly says.

The couple chose not to partake in any of
the usual reception traditions like a bouquet

toss or garter throw. “We also both decided
not to wear white. We wore black dresses
instead. We aren’t a traditional couple, so a
traditional wedding just didn’t make sense,”
Kimberly notes.

The couple’s after-party was held back in
Montrose at Boheme and featured DJ L.C, who
is part of the LGBTQ community. “Both
Boheme and DJ L.C were phenomenal to work
with,” Kimberly adds. “Having LGBTQ+ ven-
dors is a huge plus, because there’s a certain
level of instant familiarity when dealing with
other members of the community.”

The couple admits that during the week
leading up to the big day, anything that could
have gone wrong did—including issues with
the venue, the flowers, and the coordinator.
“Itreally was a scramble to pull everything
together, but we held onto each other and
enlisted the help of friends and family to bring
it all together,” Cassie says.

The shelter that this couple has found in

one another promises to be a theme through-
out their lives. “Cas has a seemingly tough
exterior, but she is actually one of the kindest,
most sincere people I've ever met. She’s wildly
resourceful, brilliant, and confident,” Kim-
berly emphasizes. “Ilove that her best quali-
ties have rubbed off on me, and have made me
a stronger, better woman. I honestly admire
my wife.”

Cassie is equally grateful for the growth
she has experienced in their relationship.
“Kimmie is one of the most free-spirited
people I have ever met. She isn’tled by conven-
tion or social constraints. She’s incredibly
confident in who she is, while always allowing
herselfthe space tolearn and grow. She’s
taught me to open my heart and learn more
from the world around me, and she encourages
me to be abetter person every day.”

©

WANT TO TELL YOUR STORY?
Email us at letters@outsmartmagazine.com
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BUNNIES ON THE BAYOU

PRESENTS SNOW BUNNIES

January 15, 2023

On Sunday, January 15, ReBar hosted Snow Bunnies pre-
sented by Bunnies on the Bayou. Featuring performances by
Lexus Chandelier and DJ Drew G., the evening was a festive
warm-up for Bunnies on the Bayou 44, coming on Easter Sun-
day, April 9, at Sesquicentennial Park in downtown Houston.
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EMPIRE OF THE ROYAL SOVEREIGN IMPERIAL
COURT OF THE SINGLE STAR CORONATION XXXVI1I

January, 14 2023

Empire of the Royal Sovereign Imperial Court of the Single

Star welcomed nearly 200 guests from around the country as they
celebrated the reign of Emperor XXXVII Landon J. Fatale and Empress
XXXVII lvanna Hyde Cupcake at Houston Marriott North. Their year-
long fundraising efforts will benefit the local Houston community.

The event was also the official introduction and coronation of the

new monarchs, Emperor XXXVIII Geary B. Whitney and Empress
XXXVIII Alexa Bouvier.
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THE MONTROSE CENTER'S
RISING LEADERS EVENT
AT THE CAMH

January 12, 2023

The Montrose Center’s Rising Lead-
ers young professional group at-
tended a special tour of the Contem-
porary Arts Museum'’s recent exhibit,
Troy Montes Michie's Rock of Eye.

GREATER HOUSTON LGBT CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE'S 3RD THURSDAY BREAKFAST
January 19, 2023

Members and guests of the Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of
Commerce gathered at Harold’'s Restaurant & Tap Room for their
inaugural 3rd Thursday Breakfast - Community & ConnXions. Making
the event extra-meaningful this month, a representative from Chamber
Corporate Partner HP was on hand to present Chamber photographer
and community icon Dalton DeHart with a suite of technology equip-
ment to help him get back on his feet after the devastating fire that
destroyed his condo during the holiday season.
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Octavio Barrios, MD

507 West Gray. .113/942-7546
7106 Spencer Highway.. .281/542-9400
Gordon Crofoot, MD/Crofoot MD

3701 Kirby, St€.1230...ccmmmmmmmmmsssss 713/526-0005

M. Sandra Scurria, MD

6565 West Loop South, Ste 300w 281/661-5901
Derek Smith, AGPCNP-BC/Crofoot MD

3701 Kirby, Ste.1230. 713/526-0005
Maggie White, MPH FNP-BC AAHIVS/

Wellness Bar by Legacy

120 WesStheimer s 713/814-3730

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES

AIDS Foundation Houston
afhouston.org
AIDS Healthcare Foundation

713/623-6796

HlVcare.org

Avenue 360
Avenue360.0rg..
Harris County Public Health
Publichealth.harriscountytx.gov....... 713/439-6293
Houston Health Department

.713/426-0027

houstontx.gov

Legacy Community Health
LegacyCommunityHealth.org...umum. 832/548 5000
Ryan White Planning Council

RWPCHouston.org
St. Hope Foundation

0fferinghope.org 713/778-1300

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE

GW Plastic Surgery/George Washington, MD

7400 Fannin St. Ste. 850 13/678-0019
Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD

2120 Ashland 713/864-2650
SkinCeuticals/Skin Lab

2800 Kirby, Ste. B21 wun 113/559-9300
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD

507 West Gra: 13/942-7546

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS
Dr. B-Fit/ Octavio Barrios, MD
VAR O — 713/942-7546

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Eclectic Home

713/572-3784

EclecticHOME.WS s 713/869-1414
Eklektik Interiors

1300 Shepherd....mmmmmmmmmmmmn 832/804-6300
HOME BUILDERS

Noble Contractors
noblecontractor.com 832/370-7091

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS
Lane Lewis/Farmers Insurance

2200 North Loop W, St€ 136 s 713/688-8669
Patrick Torma/Goosehead Insurance

3420 Rusk, Ste. 22 . 281/723-1294
INVESTMENTS

Doug Smith/Hawthorne Capital
1210 West Clay, Ste. G HawthorneFunds.com

JEWELERS
Silverlust
1338-C WeStheimer e 713/520-5440

Tenenbaum Jewelers
4310 Westheimer ..

Zadok Jewelers
1801 Post Oak Blvd, Ste. 100.....ummmmmnn.Zadok.com

LEATHER GOODS

Montrose Forge
3423 White 0@k 713/893-5002

Sir Rat Leather and Gear LLC
LRI R 73— sirratleather.com

MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Faust Massage

enenbaumlewelers.com

FaustMassage.com
Ryan Fugate, RMT
RyanMassageWorks.Comuuummmmmmmmunn 713/269-7926
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PEST CONTROL SERVICES & TRAPPING
Andy’s All Star Pest Control

713/732-7742

PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES

Bayou City Veterinary Hospital

4720 Washington .. 713/343-9909
DOGTOPIA

1839 W. Alabama St
Midtown Veterinary Hospital
MidtownVetHospital.coM.ummmmmmmmnn 713-528-4900
The Urban Vet/Dr. Eric Cagle

2625 Louisiana St. Ste D100 713/903-2364
Vergi 24/7 Emergency & Critical Care Hospital
8921 Katy Freeway. 713/932-9589
West Alabama Animal Clinic
2030 W. Alabama

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.CoMummmmmmmmmmmmmmmn 713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece Photography

YVONNEfEECE.COM s 832/876-1053

PLUMBING
In The Loop Plumbing Services

281/985-5158

713/528-0818

346/253-4444

MET Plumbing
832-221-7628

U-Plumb-It Plumbing Supply
QL2 IV 0 T— 713-942-2277

POOLS & POOL SERVICES
Venture Pools
713/447-9201

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
2daypostcards.com

(oA 310111 TV T 1 —— 713/224-8808
Copy.com

1201-F Westheimer s 713/528-1201

REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE

Janet Friedman/J Friedman Mortgage

JFriedmanLoans.com . 713-785-5626
Chicago Title -Inner Loop

3700 Buffalo Speedwa 713/418-7000
Cody Grizzoffi/NRL Mortgage

Codygrizzoffi.cCoM 832-541-1103

Cari Middaugh/AmCap Mortgage
myamcap.com/cari-middaugh/....... 281/450-2235
Lyn Sullivan /Alamo Title

4265 San Felipe, Ste 520 .......couueeresns 713/228-0801
Patriot Title

www.patriottitletx.com . 713/864-5335

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

Brooks Ballard/Engel & Volkers

R UL 713/522-7474
David Batagower/Compass Realty
bayoucitypropertygroup.com....uuum. 713/523-8609
Scott Brown/Greenwood King

713/861-1000

David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston

David@DavidBowers.com ... 409/763-2800
Mike Copenhaver/Remax Metro
mikecopenhaver@remax.net ... 713/528-4963
Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty

Karenderr.com . 713/875-7050
Tom Eickleberry/Pride Street Realty
TomSellsHoustonHOMES.COM..vwns 713/201-5257

Rock Edwards/Rock Edwards & Associates
Rockedwards.com 713/409-1729
Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Properties

K LI )7 O — 713/677-4337
William J Finnorn/Martha Turner Sotheby’s
William.Finnorn@sir.com 32/221-7628
Paul Gomberg/The Rock Star Real Estate Group
713-446-8810

Jason Knebel/Greenwood King
713/232-9712

Houston Association of Realtors

713/629-1900
Debbie Levine/Sotheby’s International Realty

sothebysrealty.com e 713/942-6857
Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens
LynetteLew.CoM.ummmmmmmmmmmmmmmss 713/582-2202

Thomas Phillips/City Side Properties Exp Realty
832/305-7848

Danny Pleason/Martha Turner/Sotheby's

dannypleason.Com s 832/661-1502
Todd Russo/Gary Greene

15103 Mason Rd Suite A-T.wwwwmmmmmn 832/803-9177
Tom Schwenk/Tom'’s Galveston Real Estate
Tomsgalvestonrealestate.com..........713/857-2309
V) Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty

1802 Broadway/Galveston i 409/765-9837
Martha Turner Properties
Marthaturner.comummmmmmmmmmmmmmmn: 713/520-1981
RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
Chapultepec Lupita

813 RIChMONG oo 713/522-2365
Dessert Gallery

DessertGallery.Com . 713-522-9999
Eugene's

1985 WelCh St 713/807-8883

Free Grillin'/Chef Michele
832/419-0165

Giacomo's cibo e vino

3215 Westheimer 713/522-1934
Harold's In the Heights

LSO LT 1 — 713/360-6204
Niko Niko's

2520 MONtrOS . 713/528-4976
93'Til

TR ETTI ] S—— 281/846-6405
Pho 518!

9330 Broadway, #416 ... 832/736-9903
Riva’s Italian Restaurant

VA VIEITTTTIN SHR——————— 713/529-3450
Sable Gate Winery

2600 Travis Ste 104 713/360-7113
Tacos Dofia Lena

8788 Hammer| ..713/993-6486
Urban Eats

3414 Washington AVe .. feasturbaneats.com
SPECIALTY RETAIL

Phoenicia Specialty Foods
phoeniciafoods.com..

STORAGE
Morningstar Storage The Heights
4495 Katy FWY s 281-728-4509

TELEVISION STATIONS
KHOU/Channel 11
5718 Westheimer. s, khoucom

TOURS
Mr. McKinney's Historic Houston Tours
MisterMcKinney.com s 713/364-8674

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Concierge Travel, Inc
4920 Mimosa...

.832/360-2222

.713/661-2117

on’t give your

money to a
business that does
not support diversity.
Whether you’re
looking for the
butcher, the baker,
or the candlestick
maker, OUTSMART
can help you find
an equality-minded
business that
appreciates you
and provides
community support.

Why would you buy a cake
from someone who doesn’t
want to sell you one?

Read OuTSMART,
so you can have your
cake and equality, too.

For advertising and subscription
information, call 713/520-7237.

www.OutSmartMagazine.com

_(_)utvSmart

NURTURE

your LOCAL

BUSINESSES
WHoO believe IN

EQUALITY.

THANK'YOU
FOR SUPPORTING
OUR ADVERTISERS!

Out~Smart

Houston’s LGBTQ Magazine

DaltonIeeHart

PHOTOGRAPHIC FOUNDATION

PRESERVING YEARS OF
HOUSTON LGBTQ HISTORY!

Help us fund the digitalization and cataloging of
more than a million community photos by making a donation.

Info@DaltonDeHart.com  P.O. Box 22641 Houston, TX 77277

.DaltonDeHart.
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SEEING CLIENTS
IN-PERSON

OR THROUGH HIPAA
COMPLIANT
CONFERENCING
SESSIONS

Denis “Woodja”
Flanigan, Ph. D.
Licensed psychologist (\

Psychotherapy, Career Counseling
denisflanigan@houston-psychologist.com

Specializing in individuals, ~
couples, & family relational
issues to regain your \
. . 9 \
direction, sense of meanuﬁ /

and your happiness.

BEST MALE MENTAL
HEALTH THERAPIST
2011-2022 0utSmart Readers'Choice Awards

GENERAL DERMATOLOGY
ACNE
ANTI-AGING
ECZEMA/PSORIASIS

SKIN CANCER TREATME.I‘!W )

SUPERFICIAL RADIOTHERARY, =
MOHS MICROGRAPHIC SURGEYN

CRYOSURGERY \,§

COSMETIC PROCEDURES
BOTOX
JUVEDERM
DERMAPLANING

2120 Ashland St.
Houston, TX 77008
713.864.2659

Dr. Alpesh Desai
Dr. Tejas Desai

BOARD CERTIFIED DERMATOLOGISTS

OCTAVIO BARRIOS, M.D.
ADULT PRIMARY CARE
www.doctorbarrios.com

BoarD CERTIFIED
AMERICAN BoARD
oF FamiLy MEDICINE

BY APPOINTMENT
SAME DAY AVAILABLE
FOR ACUTE ILLNESS

Ask us about

PrEP Today!
HIV Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis

Ocravio Barrios, MD

MOST INSURANCES
ACCEPTED

2013-2022
Lucia MANGLE ARNOLD, FINALIST

MPAS, PA-C

Renaissance Family Clinic

'*"‘.qul 7 West Gray St. « 713.942.7546

BEST PHYSICIAN

ODAi

SPECIALS

MON-FRI
S13LOCKERS (Bu.m-3:45p.m)

TUESDAY
1/2 Off ROOMS (4p.m-11:45p.m)

FRIDAY
1/2 Off ROO

WEDNESDAY
1/2'0ff LOCKERS (4p.m-11:45p.m) .m-7:45p.m)

RAlways open | Steam | Sauna | Whirlpool | Lockers | Huge Outdoor pool & patio
Private dressing rooms | Guest Memberships Available | 18+ ONLY

THE CLUB HousToN
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BAR GUIDE

HOUSTON

2.0

Montrose's newest dance club is open
Thursday through Sunday and features
a daily Happy Hour from 7to 10 p.m.
2320 Crocker St, Houston TX 77006

Barcode

With the longest daily Happy Hours in
Montrose from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., this
neighborhood watering hole is a popu-
lar spot. Drag shows occur Wednesday
through Sunday, and the bar hosts
karaoke on Mondays and Wednesdays.
817 Fairview, Houston TX 77006

BlurBar

This multi-level dance club features an
upstairs lounge and balconies, with
weekly events including Travesura
Thursdays and Latin Saturdays.

710 Pacific St, Houston TX 77006

BUDDY'S

“EveryBUDDY'S welcome” at this
modern LGBTQ bar with “events

as diverse as Houston." The bar
features cocktails, beer, karaoke,

pool, DJ's, and more.

2409 Grant St STE A, Houston TX 77006

Club Crystal

With roots going back to the iconic
club Inergy, Club Crystal is Houston's
original LGBTQ Latino nightclub. Find
some of Ingegy’s décor at this two-
room Latin/hip-hop club.

6680 Southwest Freeway,

Houston TX 77036

Club Geminis

The newest LGBTQ club in Southeast
Houston, where couples are welcome.
Friday-night super show with Rosselyn
D Montiel. $3 shots. No cover, free
parking.

10705 Gulf Freeway, Houston, TX 77034

Crocker Bar

This comfortably remodeled Montrose
nightspot offers karaoke on Tuesdays
and Thursdays, and extended Happy
Hour prices throughout the week.
2312 Crocker, Houston TX 77006

Eagle Houston

As part of the worldwide Eagle family,
Eagle Houston is the definitive home of
the man's man. Leather, bear, or jock,
you'll find them all here. This neighbor-

hood bar has multiple levels and
outdoor decks, and regularly features
DJs and male dancers.

611 Hyde Blvd., Houston TX 77006

George Country Sports Bar

Regulars rule at this comfortable neigh-

borhood sports bar with dart boards
and pool tables. Sports fans can watch
games on televisions, and Steak Night
with chef Michele Free is on Thursday
nights.

617 Fairview St, Houston TX 77006

Hamburger Mary's Houston
This drag-queen themed downtown
restaurant serves up the best in
entertainment, delicious food, and
gloriously yummy drinks.

1008 Prarie St., Houston TX 77006

JR's Bar & Grill

Proudly serving Montrose for 40 years,
JR's Bar & Grill offers drag Sunday
through Thursday, karaoke Wednesday
through Sunday, and daily Happy Hour
specials on a spacious courtyard patio.
808 Pacific St, Houston TX 77006

KIKI

Montrose's newest experience! Award
winning DJs, spectacular cocktails,
amazing lighting and huge screens
make for the best club vibe in town.
Doors open at 9p. Thursday - Sunday.
2409 Grant St,, STE D., Houston, TX
77006

La GranjaDiscoy Cantina

One of Houston's favorite Latin LGBTQ
bars, La Granja Disco y Cantina is
open Wednesday through Sunday and
features daily Happy Hour prices, DJs,
drag shows, and karaoke nights.

5505 Pinemont Dr, Houston TX 77092

Michael's Outpost

The only piano bar in Montrose offers
great drinks, award-winning drag
shows, and a roundup of talented
musicians taking turns on the keys
seven nights a week.

1419 Richmond Ave, Houston TX 77006

Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon
Houston's only LGBTQ country dance
hall is open Wednesdays through Sun-
days and hosts dance classes, steak
nights, bingo, and karaoke.

11410 Hempstead Hwy,

Houston TX 77092

YOUR
DAILY
LGBTQ
NEWS
SOURCE

Scan the codes with your phone
to follow OutSmart on social!

@OUTSMARTHOUSTON

%
Quonr Things te De in Houstan, |
October 27-11

@OUTSMARTMAGAZINE

The Banner Project Adds Two
LOBTQ Heroes
\ g vl Agpcton ] g

Out~Smart

Houston’s LGBTQ Magazme

OutSmartMagazme com
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2409 GRANT ST. STE. A
MONTROSE | HOUSTON

DAYLIFE
NIGHTLIFE

VYOTED FAYORITE @@MMMNHW l@k@

HOUSTON'S ULTIMATE

HOUSE PARTY

HAPPY HOUR' UNTIL TIPM

WEDNESDAY
™R SUNDAY

0 © @SOBEHOUSTON
"3' u:j,'l JJEL\ﬁu '?'\I'
Al.l.l:nw& L

Nightly Specials — Call for Details

Houston’s Hottest ~ TCoMNIY'S

Voted the Best

] ™ ™ PlacetoWatch
Headquarters! " Male Dancers

AVAAEEY b
713.571.7870

Tues. and Thurs, - Sunday Nights

THURSDAY
Bites & Bingo

FRIDAY
Trivia then Rotating
Weekly Drag Shows

SATURDAY
Brunch, ReBarlesque
FOOD, COCKTAILS, NIGHTLIFE then Joe Ross
SUNDAY
Brunch then Sunday Service

202 TUAM STREET HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006
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BAR GUIDE

Papi’s

Houston’s newest Latin LGBTQ club
offers dancing, drag, and game
shows all week long. Visit Papi's
and experience the spicy side of
Montrose!

570 Waugh Dr, Houston TX 77019

Pearl Bar

Houston's only lesbian bar—one of
just 21 left in the nation—is home to
a wide variety of events including
weekly drag-king shows, nationally
known LGBTQ DJs, and a queer farm-
ers market on the patio.

4216 Washington, Houston TX 77007

ReBar

This full-service venue offers
distinctive food with Southern flair,
a popular patio, multiple bars, VIP
bottle-service areas, a large dance
floor, and some of Houston’s most
acclaimed resident DIs.

202 Tuam St, Houston TX 77006

Sabroso Patio Bar

and Restaurant

Northwest Houston's newest

LGBTQ destination, serving delicious
food and cocktails in a beautiful
patio setting.

5503 Pinemont Dr, Houston TX 77092

South Beach

Montrose's favorite dance club has
re-opened to rave reviews. South
Beach'’s state-of-the-art sound, laser
light show, and world-class DJs make
the club a must-visit destination.

810 Pacific Street, Houston TX 77006

RIPCORD

Since 1982, this leather bar has been
a fixture in Houston's LGBTQ com-
munity. It's where the wild, the weird,
and the kinky gather on a nightly
basis—no pretense, no gatekeep-
ing, just pure camaraderie and
debauchery.

715 Fairview, Houston TX 77006

Tony's Corner Pocket

If you love a friendly bar staff, sexy
male dancers, and entertaining
showgirls, Tony's Corner Pocket is the
perfect spot. The bar is open seven

days a week and hosts shows like Tor-
nado Tuesdays, Wepa Wednesdays,
and Sassy Saturdays.

817 W. Dallas, Houston TX 77019

Viviana's Nite Club

This weekend-only LGBTQ Latin
dance club is home to a variety of
DIs, singers, talent shows, and
Sunday strippers.

4624 Dacoma St, Houston TX 77092

GALVESTON

23rd St. Station Piano Bar

This upscale piano bar with an
extensive martini menu offers daily
drink specials. Happy Hour prices
from 4 to 7pm and live entertainment
every evening. Closed Monday and
Tuesday. Weekends include a full-
service outside garden patio bar.
1706 23rd Street Galveston 77550

Robert's Lafitte

Texas' oldest bar has been open for
over half a century, and is home to
Galveston's original drag show.
2501 Avenue Q, Galveston TX 77550

HUNTSVILLE

Ranch Hill Saloon

The first (and only) LGBTQ bar in
Walker County offers DJs, dancing,
drink specials, and drag shows.
1000 12th St, Huntsville TX 77340

SPRING

The Room

This bar and video lounge has a
laid-back atmosphere and features
daily drink specials, karaoke,

free pool, drag shows, and

live DJs several nights a week.
4915 FM 2920 #148,

Spring TX 77388

COLLEGE STATION

Halo
The only LGBTQ dance club in
Bryan/College Station is this sleek
spot located smack in the middle

of Aggieland.

21 North Main Street, Bryan TX 77803



MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS

The Houston WE ARE
Women’s Group HIR'NG'

A diverse multi-generational, multi-cultural
r

feminist group for all women where each
one defines her own feminism.

Speakers, conversation, and lunch afterward

EVERY SUNDAY -10:30 AM

We have immediate openings for
experienced advertising executives
at OutSmart Media Company.

FIRST UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
5200 Fannin St. @ Southmore Blvd.
Room 302 - Elevator accessible
~ where women learn, connect, and rise!
www.facebook.com/houstonwomensgroup

Salary, commissions, and benefits.
A credtive, fun environment.

Send your cover letter
and resume to
employment@outsmartmagazine.com

COMPUTER SERVICES
OutvSmart
Stay COVID-19 Safe
DOES ADVERTISING WORK?
PC Hnme‘i‘ech :
YOUR COMPUTER ASSISTANT IT JUST DlD.
NOW WITH Build your business while

REMOTE AND IN HOME SUPPORT!

supporting the community!

MARKETPLACE
ADVERTISING DEADLINE

(832) 496-9246

pchometech.com Feb. 10 for the March Issue.
For rates/information

call 713/520-7237.

Gary Joseph, owner

FOR LEASE OR SALE

GALVENTON
PROPERTIEN

7765 Beaudelaire Circle
Circa 1975 3/2/2 with POOL!
One floor 2401 SQ FT(CAD)
4 blocks to Beach - $375,000

1802 Market
Circa1928 - Norwegian Lutheran
Seamen Church - Over 4,000 with
2nd floor huge sanctuary - $665,000

4817 Avenue Q1/2
2" floor RENTAL
3 bedrooms, 2 baths
$2,300 monthly

1921 57" Street
3/2/1- Full kitchen! - $259,500

¢

David@DavidBowers.com
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene
2615 Broadway - Galveston, Texas 77550

David Bowers
REALTOR®
409-763-2800

Galveston '-
Beach Rental

Our recently renovated and
newly furnished 2/1 cottage
is just 2 blocks from the
beach at 34th Street has all
the charm and amenities
for your next vacay or quick
getaway. Not only are we
close to the beach, we are
a stone’s throw from many
restaurants, clubs such as
Rumors and attractions like
the Pleasure Pier!

FOR MORE PHOTOS AND INFO,
CONTACT TOM AT:
34thandbeachrental@gmail.com

713/370-1911

Buying, Selling and Investments

Available for all your Commercial and Residential Real Estate Needs

2 Commercial
i) Gary Greene ;775"

; .The;-'w;tibdlarwds i

Better GARY
GREENE

® HOInes

. X < :-. I ;‘-
' Lynette Lew - 713.582.2202

Residential and Commercial Realtor
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene
. Gary Greene Commercial Properties

Lynette@LynetteLew.com | www.LynetteLew.com

Right now is the perfect opportunity

> T0 BE PROUD OF WHO YOU-ARE

* T0 BE COMPASSIONATE TO
YOURSELF AND OTHERS

* T0 SHOW GRATITUDE TO THOSE

*

Thank you again
to my OutSmart
readers for voting me
Best Astrologer for
all of these years?”

*

YOU LOVE AND TRULY APPRECIATE

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by OutSmart Readers

LILLY RODDY

ASTROLOGER

€ Personal astrological sessions

X Relationship readings < personal / business

X Presentations & lectures to organizations

CONSULTATIONS BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY

GIFT CERTIFICATES « CREDIT CARDS

713.929.5842

Lillycath@aol.com * www.LillyRoddyShow.com
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ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19)

The desire to make career and long-term security deci-
sions is very strong this month. New opportunities for a
job or career change (or even relocating) are all possible
this month. Friends and business groups can be very
helpful with their suggestions! All of your relationships
should be improving, both business and personal. If you
are single, the last part of the month is an excellent time
to meet some new folks. If you are happily involved, this
is a time to plan for the future and maybe to take time for
a vacation! You are entering a more social period in your
life. The end of the month is a time for rest and retreat.
Be careful not to overload your schedule.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20)

The strong focus on your career and long-term security
plans continues. For some of you, this will be a time to
consider having your own business. If you are older,
cutting back and focusing on more personal goals could
be beneficial. If you are comfortable in group settings,

this would be a great month to invest in your community.

Friends could help you with those plans. The 20th, 21st,
and 22nd could be a demanding time, so after that you'll
want some time to rest—maybe a short vacation to gain
some perspective. The spring is going to be very busy
for you!

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

Mars (planet of action, initiation, self-defense, and
taking risks) has been traveling retrograde in your sign
since last October. You might have experienced several
false starts, or just not being able to get a project off the
ground. Now that Mars is moving forward, February and
March is also the time for you to push forward. You have
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SIGN OUT

By LILLY RODDY

ADRIAN HERNANDEZ

plenty of ideas that you're sorting out. By the end of the
month, your career is very active. You may be making
some decisions there, and more stability should appear
in that area of your life. Relationships were also affected
by Mars retrograde, and you may have been looking for
the “magic” that seemed to be lost. But now that energy
has returned, and this is a good time for some bonding. If
you are single, there are more options this month!

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

Communication is improving between you and your
partner. You have been sharing some ideas, but aren’t
ready to reach a consensus. If you are in a difficult
relationship, this will be a time of resolution one way

or the other. Your career area is going to be very active
through May 2023. This would be an excellent time to
look for other places to work, or to look at mentoring
those around you. Later in the month, you are in a cre-
ative phase—a good time for taking classes, expressing
yourself on social media, and offering your services to
a larger market. You continue to work on lowering debt
and being more conservative with your money. This is
also a great month to restart exercise programs that you
were previously active in.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

Personal relationships are very active this month. If you
are in an existing relationship, this is the time to set new
goals. If you are in a difficult partnership, you may need
to move on. These desires can be even stronger for busi-
ness partnerships. If you are single, this is a much better
time to meet new folks. You are adapting your routines
to the new way business is being done as you work more
from home. You continue in a time of exploring options

Time for Action

This Aquarius season is a positive
month for new opportunities.

General Information: February will be a more action-
oriented month for making decisions! We start the
month with no planets retrograde, so this is the best
time to put your New Year’s resolutions into play. This
should be a more positive time of opportunity for the cardinal signs
of Aries, Libra, Cancer, and Capricorn. The fixed signs—Taurus,
Leo, Scorpio, and Aquarius—are breaking with the past and look-
ing for something that lights up their passions. The mutable signs
of Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, and Gemini are restless and all too
ready to act on their agendas.

Good days this month are February 6, 8,17, and 22. Days with
more tension are February 3, 4, 10,19, and 21. The Full Moon on the
5th opens our hearts to share our love with others, while the New
Moon on the 20th takes us on a spiritual journey.

for self-expression. You may feel more social and
want to get out. We will be wanting more intimacy in
our partnerships. In the last part of the month, you
are paying more attention to finances in light of the
unsettled world markets.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.22)

For the last few months you have wanted to move
forward on your career, but there were delays and
setbacks. That time is over, and now it's time to put
your ideas and projects into play with your renewed
confidence. You still need to improve your exercise
and diet plan. You are also making your office a more
efficient place with new electronics and internet
services. In the last half of the month, relationships
are on the menu. This would be a great time to recon-
nect with your partner. If you are looking to refinance
or do some investing, the end of the month is a super
time for that.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 23)

As the month begins, you are in a time of construc-
tive creativity, looking to have more fun, and enjoying
your children! The need for family security has held
your interest recently, but you are ready to take a
break from all that. This is a very good month to have
a strong social-media presence. Both your business
and your love life will be improved by you stepping
out and doing something different. In the last half of
the month, you are back to your routines. Your job
will demand flexibility as people change their minds
about what they want. Relationships are getting bet-
ter. If you are single, these next few months will be a
good time to put yourself out there!



SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)

Your interest in your family, home, and personal
history is motivating you this month. Recent shifts in
your family have moved the power around, and the
resulting cracks are revealing family truths. You are
busy adapting to the new work environment. With
the Full Moon active in your career sector on the 5th,
this is an excellent time to improve your office space,
or hire more staff. By the end of the month, you are
ready for some fun. You will still be busy, but taking
time off will help with your perspective.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22-Dec.21)

Relationships are much more active now. You are
ready to generate positive connections and bring
new interests to your existing partnerships. If you
are single, these next couple of months are very
good for meeting potential partners. You want to
lighten your load by working smarter and eliminat-
ing those who make your job harder than it needs to
be. Toward the end of the month, family becomes a
more important topic as things improve. There may
be a new matriarch taking over to fill in the gaps.
It's a good time to make your hobby or side gig into
something more substantial. You're still not sleeping
as well as you could be. Exercise can help burn off
the extra energy you are feeling.

Historic
buildings in
Downtown
Bastrop TX.

Approx 4000sf,
currently a
wine shop 1st

floor
residential loft
on 2nd.

$1,400,000

Karen Der

REALTY

GROUP

Prosperous 2023 to you & yours!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
The start of 2023 was a big time of rethinking past
accomplishments and looking at current goals. You are

ready to act this month! Your initial goal is finding some-

thing that makes you feel more secure about the future.
This is a good time for positive career choices. You may
be ready to run your own operation more like a general
contractor does, but co-worker or supplier relationships
may be edgy. Give them time to adjust and become
more adaptable. This may also be the time to consider
relocation for a new position, to be closer to your family,
or to better balance your home and work lives. In the
last half of the month, you are speaking out more freely.
Remember that it's not easy for you Sea Goats to ask for
support. You will need to take time for yourself toward
the end of the month.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Happy Birthday to the Aquarians. This is your personal
yearly cycle of evaluating the past year and consider-
ing what your intentions are for this year. You have
spent the last year improving your boundaries, so you
are cautious about choosing what to keep and what to
get rid of. Later in the month, you are focusing on your
need to be rewarded for what you know and what you
do. You are more open and receptive in the last half
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of the month. You will need to choose your company
carefully as you explore writing, taking classes, or cre-
ating a stronger social-media presence. You continue
to break free of your family's expectations that often
seem to control what you do!

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20)

This time before your birthday month is a period of
rest and retreat. Your sensitivity levels remain high, so
you may need more time away from others' demands.
Boundaries are going to be important throughout the
year. If others are not deserving, you will hold back. In
relationships, this is a time to move your relationship
to the next level. You are still not sleeping as well as
you'd like to be. This will continue through the end of
next month. Exercise can help drain excess energy
that may cause you to overreact to situations that you
would normally ignore. Career is going to be a huge
focus this year. If you are younger, this is a time to
step into a leadership role. If you are older, you may be
looking at cutting back to make life more manageable.
Be careful about impulse spending. You'll be ready to
move forward with your plans next month.

For more astro-insight, lillyroddyshow.com.

Ready for
redevelopment in
the Washington
Corridor.
70,000 sf lot with
over 59,000 sf

s historic warehouse. |

Houston - Austin
Ranch & Land
713-875-7050

-

$5,500,000

——
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WIGGING OUT

A Journey to Oz

Jermani 0z-Jackson elevates performance to a new level.

When the lights dim and the

beat swells at Pearl Bar, one

thingis guaranteed: Jermani

0Oz-Jackson is about to dance

the house down. For this
fashion-forward entertainer, there is no place
like home—or, in his world, the spotlight. “My
dream job as a child was to make a name for
myself, whether it was on TV or in the theater.
I knew the stage was where I wanted to be in

life,” he says. Find out more about this whirling

dervish below.

Pronouns? He/Him
Hometown? Houston
Dragbirthday? September 2018

What got you interested in performing?
Watching Mr. Gay USofA At-Large 2018 and
seeing the male entertainers on stage.

Describe your drag persona.

Iwould say I'm a theatrical dancer. Ilove to
dance, but I also love to give vibrant facial
expressions.

How did you pick your name?

My original name was Germani because I
have ababy cousin with that name. But then I
met Vegas Van Cartier and she said, “Why not

change it to Jermani?” That’s how Jermani got

hisname.

Any titles or pageants under your belt?
Mr. So You Think You Can Drag 2019, Mr. Gay
Texas USof A Newcomer 2019, and Mr. Austin
Sweetheart 2019.

What’s your ultimate goal as
aperformer?

My ultimate goal is to break the doors
down so that male entertainers get
the same opportunities as our fe-
male counterparts in this industry.

Who is your drag family?

Thave three different drag families:

The Paris Effect, The Jackson Dynasty,

and The Haus of Oz. All have legendary and
iconic members who have taken me under
their wings to help me become the entertainer
Tamtoday.
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Must-have clothing accessory?
Mesh or fringe on my costumes.

What do you do in your down time?
My down time is occupied with my
3-year-old son.

Advice for up-and-coming performers?
Stay true to yourself. Don’t let anyone tell
you what you can do.

Which candy or dessert would best
describe you, and why?

Peach cobbler would best describe me.

It’s got a savory butter-brown crust with a
sweet filling.

3 ' = Whatisyourlife’s
WS, mantra?
o Ilove you! Today is going
to be great, and even ifitisn’t, we will be
just fine.

What do you want the world to know
about the LGBTQ community?
Fighting with each other only causes [the
hatersto attack us even more]. We need to
stand as aunited front to fight the fight
and push positive narratives about our
community.

Passions inlife?
Family, love, and happiness.

Favorite artists to perform?
CeeLo Green, Sisqo, John Legend,
Sam Smith, and Sylvester.

If you could pick one celebrity (living or
dead) to perform with you, who would
itbe and why?

Prince, because of his confidence on and
off stage and his not caring what people
thought of him being feminine or mascu-
line. That’s abig issue in male entertain-
ment today.

Where can fans see you perform?

My home bar is Pearl Bar Houston. Catch
me there on Wednesdays for the H-Town
Kings show on arotating basis.

Q Follow Jermani on social media @_crownmekingray
and facebook.com/jermani.ozjackson.
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OutSmart’s special April 2023 issue will mark thre
of chronicling Houston’s vibrant LGBTQ community

This expanded issue will look back on our favorite
stories and personalities while also celebrating
our thriving present-day community.

Become a part of this milestone edition!

Out~Smart
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For advertising opportunities, contact your sales rep: 713.520.7237
or marketing@outsmartmagazine.com. Deadline: March 1, 2023.




We’re here
when you
need us!

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ER

WE PROVIDE HIGH LEVEL
EMERGENCY CARE AND WE

DO IT DIFFERENTLY THAN WHAT
YOU MAY HAVE EXPERIENCED
IN THE PAST. FROM THE
MOMENT YOU WALK IN, YOU
WILL SEE THE DIFFERENCE.

* Full In-House Laboratory

* On-Site Radiology Suite (xrays, CT, etc.)
* Pharmacy with more than 200 drugs

* Always seen by an ER physician

* Hospital admission if necessary

Madeine Marie Aponte Lopez, MD
is an emergency medicine

doctor at Montrose Emergency
Room 24 Hour ER.

NO WAIT & ALWAYS OPEN

Voted as the Best
Urgent/Emergency
Care Center

1110 W.Gray St.
NTROSE ..
713.242.1436
ENCY ROOM MonroseEmergencyRoom.com 00

WEST GRAY STREET
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