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NO SUCH THING AS TOO MANY Coices.

Texas family-owned since 1962, Spec’s has over 55 locations across the Houston area. With so many ways to
save and so much to see, Spec’s is your on-the-way, less-to-pay for everyday store. Cheend o Qm./mg,d,_/

With lower prices on Texas' largest selection of specialty beers, world-class wines and hard-to-find spirits,
plus a myriad of mixers and mouthwatering gourmet foods, Spec’s is your key ingredient for a good time!
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«if BLEND

SOUR MASH

NHISKEY

0 Litre 40% Vol.
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LOCATIONS ACROSS THE HOUSTON AREA « (888) 526-8787 « SPECSONLINE.COM

Spec’s selection includes over 100 stores in Texas!
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CALL FOR BENEFICIARIES

Bunnies

onthe

Bayou

HOUSTON, TEXAS

Bunnies on the Bayou, Inc. is an organization dedicated to the raising and
distributing of funds for various charitable, educational and cultural
programs that seek to improve the quality of life for individuals in the
LGBT community and promotes education and awareness of individual
human rights within greater Houston area.

Bunnies on the Bayou is seeking deserving organizations to benefit from
our 36th anniversary event, scheduled for Sunday, April 5, 2015.

We invite 501(c) (3) organizations that are performing exceptional work in the
community to apply for funding.

APPLICATIONS SHOULD INCLUDE:

Applications must be 1) Letter detailing usage of requested funds
postmarked by Friday, 2) Short history of organization
November 14, 2014, 3) Copy of organization’s most recent tax return
Send o 4) Copy of 501(c)(3) confirmation

P.O. Box 66832, For complete checklist: bunniesonthebayou.org
Houston, TX 77266 or email: charities@bunniesonthebayou.org
www.facebook.com/Bunniesonthebayou

13 NIGHTS
YANGTZE RIVER CHINA,

BEIJING & SHANGHAI
April 27, 2015 - May 09, 2015

from $3,217 pp

12 NIGHTS
BRITISH ISLES FROM AMSTERDAM

June 09, 2015 - June 21, 2015
from $2,399 pp

GLBT CRUISES & TOUR EVENTS

SINIGHIS T . L LSS
ROMANTIC DANUBE CRUISE
BUDAPEST TO NUREMBURG
August 01, 2015 - August 08, 2015

from $2,430 pp

7 NIGHTS
12TH ANNUAL LABOR DAY

ALASKA GROUP CRUISE

August 30, 2015 - September 06, 2015

from $809 pp

7 NIGHTS
14TH ANNUAL HALLOWEEN CRUISE
Departs from Fort Lauderdale, Florida

October 25, 2015_ - November 01, 2015

S—— o ¥

from $599 T ——




GET AWAY TO GALVESTON
FOR GRAND ENTERTAINMENT!

GLORIG]

Saturday, October 25, 2014

3pm and 8pm

Sunday,
October 26,
2014

3pm

DIRECT FROM THE
PLANET VOCA!
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"The coolest show ever
Jimmy Fallon, Late night
with Jimmy Fallon |

Spomored by
GALVESTON MUSICAL CLUN,
| THE TRUME FOUSDATION

800.821.1894

Che Gramd
VSR

1HES OFERA HOUSE

www.thegrand.com fisss
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sure’s dancey new album,
being a bareback sant,
and why Joan Rivers was
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Comfort for all: sizes, styles & wallets. Shop now for in stock savings on our favorite sofas from our new collection.
Each crafted with earth-friendly materials in our own factory in North Carolina, Featured sofas are in stock and available

for quick delivery or select from 200+ frame styles and 340+ fabrics & leathers offered via special order.

ALEX Il 71" SOFA in bull denim-white, a 100% cottor HUNTER 100" SOFA in n dave,
Lyl 51345 special orders from S204( 5|595 necial order
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95

A RESTLESS ARTIST,

STILL UNTAMED
Devon Britt-Darby has pached
a lot of living into 44 years,
but he's far from done

BARDOT 88" SOFA in boulevard-cafe, a de
ABOUT THE COVER (54480) §3325, special orders fro

b Laura Spangian (1) ane Susan
CHRISTIAN WITH THEIR SON, ELI
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF COMFORT

LONDON 87" SOFA i Juxcurious o f
(35705} 54275, special orders fro

Highland Village / 4091 Westheimer Road / Houston, TX 77027 / 832.397.5130
Mon thru Fri: 10am to Spm, Sat: 10am to 8pm, Sun: 11am to 6pm / www.mgbwhome.com
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EYE 9 CARE
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BEST PLACE TO BUY EYEWEAR!!

EYEGALLERYHOUSTON . COM

1806 WESTHEIMER RD. 713.523.1279
2542 AMHERST ST. 832.831.7253
1700 POST OAK BLVD, 1 BLVD PLACE SULTE 110 713.622.7470
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ome gay couples have been

denied a Texas driver’s license

after taking their same-sex
spouse’s last name because the Tex-
as Department of Public Safety won't
recognize documents that reflect the
change.

DFS won't aceept out-of-state
marriage licenses or certain other
documents to verify applicants’ iden-
tities. Virtually the only way DPS
will issue a driver's license in such
cases 18 to provide a Texas court
order approving a name change or a
U.S. passport with the new surname,
according to The Dallas Morning
News.

DPS spokesman Tom Vinger said
the agency must adhere to a 2005
amendment to the Texas Constitu-
tion barring recognition of same-sex

marriage. He noted that the regulations
provide “other options for establishing iden-
tity,” such as a court order.

But gay eouples say the other options
are costly and time-consuming.

Connie Wilson, who recently moved from
California to Houston with her wife and
three children, said DPS last week rejected
her application, although she presented a
California driver’s license and a Social Se-
curity card with her new married name.

“How many hoops are they going to
make me jump through?” asked Wilson.

Dallas resident Amanda Barbour, who
took partner Heather Rodenborg's last
name after they married in Massachusetts,
said she knew she couldn't get a replace-
ment driver’s license from DPS without first
going to court.

Bat it costs more than $350 to have a
name changed in Dallas County, even if

Gay Couples Find Hurdles
to Getting a Texas Driver’s License

done without a lawyer, she said.

Barbour, now Rodenborg, said she
shelled out $295 in court fees and be-
tween $60 and $70 to obtain the erim-
inal-background and eredit-history
checks that are required. She said she
also paid to park her car during her
three trips to the courthouse.

“When vou're trying to tally up
your costs of your marriage, you don't
necessarily think about having to
spend 5400 to change your name,”
she said.

The DPS rule also highlights how
Texas has resisted a growing accep-
tance of gay marriage found elsewhere
in the country. U.5. District Judge
Orlando Gareia in February declared
Texas’s 2005 law unconstitutional,
but it has remained in effect pending
appeal.

10C Adds Antidiscrimination to Host Contract

nternational Olympic Committee

(10C) President German Thomas

Bach, speaking at a press confer-
ence after an executive hoard meeting
at the I0OC headquarters in Lausanne,
Switzerland, said that the 10C will
require future Olympic host cities to

Photos by Dalton DeHart

Bill Baldwin hosted State Representative Mary
Ann Perez's re-election campaign reception
at his home on September 17. Attendees
included Annie’s List staffer Colleen Loper,
Baldwin, Annie's List board member Eileen

Planned Parenthood Texas Votes staffer
Yvonne Gutierrez, and Emily's List staffer
Laura Rose.

14 OCTOBER 2014 CGutSmartMagazine.com

Olson, State Representative Mary Ann Perez,

abide by rules that forbid any kind of dis-
crimination, a move prampted by the outery
caused by Russia’s adoption of a law banning
so-called gay “propaganda” ahead of the
2014 Winter Games in Sochi.

The International Olympic Committee
gent a letter to the three candidates for the

On September 13, Pride Houston presented
beneficiary Bunnies on the Bayou with a check
for $3,000 from Pride’s Wonderland Houston
circuit party. Pictured here are Jason Gallegos,
Pride Houston vice president of operations,
Karen Morry, Pride Houston board member
at large, Jack Berger, Bunnies on the Bayou
president, Frankie Quijano, Pride Houston
president & CEQ, Nathan De Paz, Bunnies on
the Bayou vice president, Paul Pettie, Pride
Houston board member at large, Cristina E.
Martinez, Pride Houston board member at
large, and Rob Higdon, Pride Houston CFO.

2022 Winter Games specifying that the
host city contract will include new word-
ing on nondiscrimination.

The language, based on Principle 6
in the Olympie Charter, also includes
a specific reference to discrimination

based on gender. continued on page 16

On September 13, Brett Cullum, Lee Ingalls,
artist Edgar Medina, Bryant Johnson, Bob
Briddick, Gary Wood, and Tim Stokes unveiled
the painting that will be auctioned at the
Outreach United Coming Out Party to be held
on October 10

YOU'RE
INVITED TO AN
EDUCATIONAL

HIV EVENT,
INCLUDING:

INSPIRING
STORIES

TREATMENT
INFO

FOOD WILL
BE PROVIDED

| REGISTRATION

BEGINS AT:
6:00 PM

FRIENDS
AND FAMILY
ARE WELCOME

| THIS EVENT IS FUNDED
AND DEVELOPED BY:

VitV

Healthcar

LIVING WITH HIV?

._4'I' g ]

WEDNESDAY

OCTOBER 29

THIRD WARD MULTI-SERVICE
CENTER AUDITORIUM

3611 ENNIS STREET, HOUSTON TX

CALL: 1.855.653.7434
TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT

©2014 ViV Healthcare group of companies. All rights reserved.
Printed in USA. HIZ518R0 March 2014
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Community Mourns the Passing of John Danielson

ohn A. Danielson

[11 passed away

unexpectedly at
his home on Saturday,
September 13. Danielson
was born St-;}temhe.-r
5, 1959, in Waterville,
Washington, where he
also received his high
school diploma, He then
went on to receive his
aceounting degree from
Eastern Washington
University. Though he
resided in Houston for
over 30 years, he often re-
turned home to Waterville
to help with the family farm and spend
time with his mother. Danielsen was em
ploved by TransCanada, which recently

The new clause—seen by The Associ-
ated Press—requires the host city and
national Qlympic committee to "conduct
all activities in a manner which promotes
and enhances the fundamental principles
and values of Olympism, in particular
the prohibition of any form of discrimina-
tion with regard to a country or a person
on grounds of race, religion, politics, gen
der or otherwise, as well as the develop
ment of the Olympie Movement.”

The inclusion of the new language
follows the global controversy that sur-
rounded the buildup to the Sochi Games

Photos by Dalton DeHart

Violet S° Arbleu, Kory Poole, Titanica
Da Barge, and Carl Han danced the night
away at the Virgin Debut Rave, held at Super
Happy Fun Land on September 20. The
event benefitted Stonewall Culture, a new
organization that supports local LGBT art and
charities by providing tools to maximize their
fundraising dollars.

John A. Danielson [l passed
away unexpectedly at his home .1 45 several nieces and
on Saturday, September 13.

honored him for 25 vears of
service.

His father, John A.
Danielson Jr.; his mother,
Lillian Grace Lenderman;
his brother, Jerry Daniel-
son; and his beloved pets,
Ginger, Buckles, and Rio,
preceded John in death.
His loving partner, Brian
R. Flores; his siblings, Jim
Danielson and Melanie
Danielson-Haves; brother-
in-law, Marc Hayes

13

nephews survive John.
John was an extremely
gracious host who opened his heart and
home on Burlington Street to many com-
munity nonprofits over the vears. He was a

after Russia passed a law prohibiting gay
“propaganda” to minors. The law was passed
in the yvear before the games and led to inter-
national protests by gay and human rights
groups.
International gay rights groups All Out
and Athlete Ally were among those push-
ing the 10C to add the language to the host
contract.
“This

host cities that human rights violations, in-

. sends a clear message to future

cluding those against lesbian, gay, bisexual,

and transgender people, will not be toler

ated,” said Andre Banks, co-founder and

“We will con

executive direetor of All Out.

On September 21, the Rothko Chapel, in
partnership with Edge of Arabia and Art
Jameel, held a discussion and celebration in
honor of the International Day of Peace. Back
row: Sarah Abu Abdallah, Ava Ansari, Kate
Busby, and Taysir Batniji; front row: Fred
Baldwin, Dina Al-Sowayel, Wendy
Watriss, and Stephen Stapleton.

OCTOBER 2014
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volunteer, officer, or board member of over
30 organizations, including AIDS Walk
Houston, Bunnies on the Bayou, The Diana
Foundation, EPAH, Kindred Spirits, Krewe
of Olympus, Legacy Community Health
Services, The Montrose Center, Pride
Houston, and the Westmoreland Civie As-

sociation, among many others. He always
had a smile on his face as large as the gen-
erosity he provided to those around him.
Many in Houston will sorely miss him

A memorial service was held for John
on September 27 at the Bradshaw-Carter
Funeral Home

In lieu of customary remembrances, Flores
le to the
John A. Dantelson III Memorial Founda

tron to benefit the Houston organizations

has asked that contributions be ma

that he cared so much about

tinue working to make sure this change is
powerfully enforced. These new rules must
prevent a replay of Sochi.”

All Out is also urging the I0C to

amend Principle 6 to specifically prohibit

discrimination based on sexual orentation

or identity

The three finalists in the bidding for
the 2022 Games are Almaty, Kazakhstan;
Beijing; and Oslo, _\‘_(’_-1".\':"._\'. The Oslo bid,
facing significant political and public
opposition in Norway, remains in limbo and

could still drop out. The 10C will select the

host eity next July 31 in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. W HOSTING ONE EVENT A DAY, CATERING TO YOUR EVERY NEED...

.because your day deserves a place just for you

28] 6655656 CALL US NOW TO RESERVE YOUR DAY!  Inf

www.ChaoteauPoloner com 12612 Malcomson Rd., Houston TX 77070

Texas State Representative Celia Israel
(center) at the home of Blake Ellis (1)
and Shaun Nelson for her fundraiser on
September 10.
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just all atither about boabs,

Just for the helluvit, the top-

The Man Doth Protest Too Much

Is Patrick

suspect it's pretty bor- y
ing in Ohio, I say that
because it appears that il o

they've had to resort to mak
ing their own fun.

In Ohao, Patrick Johnston 1s
an anti-choice leader. I suspect
he's also been elected president
of The Roval Order of Homo-
phobes for No Damn Fun in
Ohio. He 15 so narrow-minded
that his ears rub together

Johnston’s church has been
protesting at a local topless

bar for vears, so of course he's

ta-tas, and hooters. (Person-
ally, I think they are just try-
ing to get a free peek.)

One Sunday last month,

less dancers returned the
favor and protested at his
church—topless.

Wias he outraged? 1s a frog
waterproof?

[ have a theory that outrage is a
substitute for foreplay among right-
wing folks. No, seriously—think about
it. They quiver when they're trying
to stop all the rest of us from doing
what normal people do to quiver

Anyway, Johnston wants to stop
all this public nudity in Ohio. To
me-—and I enly speak for myself
here and not the entire staff of The
World's Most Dangerous Beauty
Salon, Inc., because some of them
disagree with me—the problem
with Ohio iz that there i1s not nearly
enough public nudity.

Verdelia disagrees. "It would take
more than a few nekkid folks to get
me to vacation in Ohio,” she says.
“Maybe nekkid people giving away
50-dollar bills,” she ponders out loud.

“Nope,” she decides, “not good enough.”

But Patrick Johnston wants to
outlaw nakedness in Ohio, because
decent citizens have no idea the
problems that naked is eausing in

OCTOBER 2014 QutSmartMagazine.com
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Johnston the president of The Royal Homophobes

Patrick Johnston posted this photo on his Facebook
page with this caption: "When | bought my office build-
ing from the hospital, | was able to have some fun with
the dumb sign they had on the front door. This target

fell victim to my 9mm Kahr with a 3-in. barrel.”

that state. And do you know who is
causing this naked invasion?

The gays. They're causing all of this
toplessness

Patrick explains: “The gay pride
parade in Columbus 1z 500,000 strong.
Why? Because the women go topless,”
he insisted on Facebook. “This is the
only |parade| where I've seen this level
of nudity. San Francisco, Chicago,
Washington DC—I have never seen the
kind of public lewdness I have seen in
Columbus, Ohio.”

Okay, just a thought here. He does
understand, doesn't he, what gay
means, right? I mean, the only thing
my gay friends say about boobs is, “Get
those things outta the way, so | ean see
the guy in the Speedo behind you.”

Just a second thought here. How
many Pride parades did Johnston have
to attend to come up with this scientific
measurement of cross-country lewd-
ness? Is it an official position, you know,
like National Pride Parade Attender?
Buck Pochek, the head honcho over
at The Good Folks at Buck Pochek’s
Rural Entertainment Promoters and
General Purpose Feed Store, says he'd
like to apply for that job when nekkid

for No Damn Fun?

season opens again. He wants to
publish Naked: The Coloring Book
There's a bestseller, for sure

Johnston goes on. *I am sick that
women can legally bare their breasts
to children and to married men
against their will in Ohio,” he says.

Honey, when boobs are outlawed,
only outlaws will have boobs

Boobs don't flash people. Peqple
flash people.

Hell, in Texas we let our boobs
live in the governor's mansion.

And speaking of the Texas gov-
ernor's mansion, this is the last time
we'll get to chat before early voting
starts on Monday, October 20). 1
want vou to start thinking of voting
as a way to thumb your nose at the
sumbitches.

[ know vou're going to vote for
Wendy Davis, Leticia Van De Putte,
and all the statewide Democrats, but
for the love of all that is semi-sacred,
do not forget those other candidates further
down the ballot, They are your local candidates,
and they can make vour life miserable or better.

In Harris County, don't forget to vote for
Steven Kirkland as judge for the 113th Dis-
trict Court, Kim Ogg for District Attorney,
and my friend Melissa Noriega for the Harris
County Department of Education Trustee,
Position 7.

Also, please take the time to find Kyle Cart-
er on your ballot. He's running for the 14th
Court of Appeals. Vote for him. It's important.

In Fort Bend County, vote for Wilvin
Carter for District Attorney, Oh please,
gimme a break—the guy he's running
against had his pilot light go out and has
been just a source of escaping gas for years,

This election, truth be told, you cannot
make a mistake if you vote a straight Demo-
cratic ticket

Susan Bankston ltves in Richmond, Texas,
where she writes about her hairdresser at The
World's Most Dangerous Beauty Salon, Inc.,
r.'f_,'r.':.'Jr.f.ft.':,lr:.'rr.t'rlm.
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CLARK PINES IN
HOUSTON HEIGHTS
MLS# 80686024

2008 Lindsey Custom
Home in an exclusive
Houston Heights deed
restricted neighborhood.
Outstanding architectural
details including
12° ceilings. and
arched windows.
Open concept living
with gourmet kitchen
and huge granite island.
Step down master
bedroom with
triple-coffered ceiling
& separate balcony.
Private study downstairs.

Restaurant | Bar | Terrace

SIADAY BRUNH

Featuring
Mimosas

Russound multi-room

* Audio System, Beautiful
contemporary pool
and spa off secluded
big back porch.

TERRE COFFMAN
713.443.6783

terrec @coldwellbanker.com
www.terrecoffman.com

coLbDweLL
BANKER O

UNITED, REALTORS

350 West 19th St. « Houston, TX 77008
713.360.6204 « haroldsheights.com
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Identity Theft
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Whnat lasing your igentity can really cost

ver the past several years,
identity theft has affected
millions of people in the U.S

and around the world. Last December

alone, a security breach at Target
stores exposed credit eard informa-
tion and personal data of more than
110 million people—and it appears to
have started with an e-mail “phish-
ing” scheme. More recently, Home
Depot has been added to the list of
major retailers that have been tar-
geted in a string of hacking attacks

by eriminals who

Signs of Identity Theft
Even if your aceounts don’t show signs of
tampering, it’s still imperative that you
take action if you've had your purse or
wallet stolen, for example—or even if you
suspect that someone has obtained vour
personal or financial information. You and
vour partner should each contact the cred-
it reporting companies immediately and
place a fraud alert on your credit files.

In addition, it's a good idea to regu-
larly check vour bank and investment ac

count statements for any type of unusual

eredit report, there are other signs that
may indicate your identity has been sto-

len. Some examples include:

¢ Finding unfamiliar withdrawals on your

bank statement

® Merchants refusing to take vour checks
* Debt collectors calling about debts that
you did not incur

¢ A health insurance plan disputing a
payment because your medical records
show a condition that vou don’t have

* Medical providers billing you for ser-
vices or supplies that you did not use

e The IRS notify-

are seeking cus-
tomers’ payment
information. |
[dentity theft
can happen to
anvone, and an
identity thief who
pains access to
your personal
information can
do a number of
things that are
extremely dam-

aging and costly,

Identity Theft Login

Please sign in:
USERNAME: Identity Thiaf
P‘stono:- EEssmEsaE

Remembar my Usamame and Passward an this computer

Fomot your UsarMName [ Password?

ing you that more
than one tax re
turn was filed in
your name

Your identity
or personal infor-
mation may also
have been com-
promised if you
den't get your bills
or other mail. This
could mean that

identity thieves

are mmtercepiing

such as
* Draining your bank account(=)

* Running up charges on your credit
cards

* Opening up new accounts for utili-
ties and cell phones

¢ Obtaining medical treatment on
vour health insurance.

If you and a partner share bank
accounts, investment accounts; and
other jointly held items, having vour
identity stolen could ereate twice the
trouble, as both individuals may be
at risk

OCTOBER 2014 OutSmartMagazine com

activity, Today, with most banks and
brokerage firms allowing online account
access, this is something that you can ac-
complish relatively easily since you can
typically check your balances 24/7,

You should also order a copy of your
credit report regularly in order to km'],n an
eve on all of your accounts. This includes
loans, credit cards, and other financial ac-
tivity. All consumers are legally allowed to
obtain one free copy of their credit report
each vear by going to annualereditreport.
com, Here, vou will be able to view your
information from all three of the big credit
reporting agencies—Equifax, Experian,
and TransUnion.

It’s a good idea to view all three re-
ports, as not all companies and lenders
report financial information to all three of
the eredit bureaus—so you may find some
significant differences. Look for any type
of unusual activity on your credit report,
and contact the credit bureau immediately
if you find any.

In addition to unusual activity on your

these items in

order to uge account information.

Keeping Your Information Safe

One of the best ways to avoid becoming
a victim of identity theft is to keep your
personal and financial information safe.
There are a number of ways to do this,
both in online and offline situations. —+

Weight Loss Clinic

* PERSONALIZED
» COMPREHENSIVE
« DOCTOR SUPERVISED

Your Medical
Approach to
Weight Loss

ZES0 MEMBER OF THE
(3( ¥ )3) american sociery oF
A ;u._._f’.,-' BARIATRIC PHYSICIANS

e

BMITCHELL &1 EXANDED PHOFOGRAPHY

St

OCTAVIO BARRIOS, MD

517 WEST GRAY ST. - HOUSTON,TX 77019 « 713.942.7546

SKIN Renaissance -

.

LASER CENTER -arorpasLe

Dermal fillers can take years off, even decades; giving a natural,
pleasant, and well rested look. Dr. Barrios added volume fo patients

upper & lower cheeks and chin fo reverse the signs of aging. Béfore

Wrinkles * Rosacea * Facial Sagging
Acne (active & scars) * Face & Leg Veins
Laser Hair Removal

Skin Renaissance Dr. Barrios

x *
Giavest8, [Ee o st

Christopher Wright Call for your FREE Consultation /
Manager, Laser Tech

Octavio Barrios, MD
Medical Director
Dr. Barrios is a Fellow of the American Society for Laser Medicine
and Surgery & American Academy of Aesthetic Medicine Member

WINNER 2014

; B -2014- Best Skin Care Cenfer Best Aesthetic
; : DutySma Physician




via a public WiFi network, only the info
tion that you send to and from that web

I Ohnfine

When on the computer, there are

is protected. If, however, you are connec
to the Internet
several important “rules” that should network, then all of the information tha
be followed to keep your information vou are sending over that network shou
d
e Don’t share passwords. Regardless of

whether you're working in a publie place

as secure as possible. This 13 especially nrotec
important if both you and your partner
share the same computer, as 1L may

contain sensitive personal and financial in the privaey of your home or

information about both of you. These vour password should be off limit
related informat
r your ATM car

other items that could lead eriminals to

include: only goes for compu
*» Install security software. Making use

of anti-virus and anti Spyware are two

but also the passwort

of the best ways that you ean protect personal and/or financial data

your computer. Doing so can protect your

important files and online passwords {o1 Offline
bank accounts, investment accounts, and When vou're out in the “real” world, the
other important areas ire also ways to protect your informatic

* Don't open suspicious e-mails. It

should go without saying that any e-mail

from identity theft. For example, whens

vou're disposing of anything that conta

that says you've won millions of dolla: n vour personal information on it. vou nes

1 foreign lottery is a scam—aespec be very sure that vou have destroyed, sl

it asks you to provide your bank account ded, or removed any ac

number so that YOou Can receve pay-

ON

DR. KEVIN MERKLEY

Over 25,000 successful
procedures performed!

Joffe MediCenter:

866-685-6994

5. This not

PERIENCED

Experienced & Caring Team of Healthcare Professionals

rIma- happen to ask you for it, be sure that
Sk

| » g i
bing how it will be protected.

I|II'||L|:-_',|I a secure wireless

L Addittonal Cons dera

ld he I'here are other ways to protect

Services such as LifeL.ock help to safeguard

vour hnancial

or When vou si

\ring they will actively monitor far potential

100 card transactions, bank activity
d and on your credit report
yiour I[f a threat is detected, vou will be
alerted via phone, text, or e-mai
that you can quickly put a stop to any

and tak

additional transactions,

r'e further action that may be nee
18 the cost of these programs can vary, a basic
Vel plan costs approximately 10 per month. But

ns ca ler

ired- in average of more than $9,600, the price is

well worth it

ment.” The numb he 0 t the DeLET 'l :

open these e-mails so need to

* Be smart about WiFi. When using the T to overwrite thi Grace .

WiFi signal in a publi¢ location, it is im entire hard drive. You should follow a sin

portant to be careful about sending any i procedure when disearding cell phones or I'l

type of personal or sensitive financial other mohile devices.

information. Remember here that even You should also carefully guard your So o

if wou are visiting an encrypted website cial Security number—and if someone does September issu

Joffe Custom LASIK

E OF THE MOST

SIK DOCTORS
IN TEXAS e

WWW.JOFFE.COM

ask why it is needed, how it will be used,

yourself, too.

and personal information.

omn ||| with these companies

threats by looking out for unusual credit

and entries

ring that, on average, those whi

used can lose

s o]
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BRIDLEGATE
Unbridled Spirit

LA

= e . . X - -
i e
T gD ; z ey ',:._..-_,’ | N

» Miles of Private River Access, Perfect for
Tubing, Canoeing and Outdoor Recreation

* Towering Oaks * Endless Views

* Private 25 Acre River Park e

* 3 miles from Bandera '\

« 19 miles to Boerne

* 25 miles to Kerrville
* 32 miles from San Antonio

* Underground Utilities & Central Water

* Close to Bandera — The Cowboy Capital of Americal

MODELS OPEN DAILY — DRIVE OUT TODAY! 3540 Hwy 16, Bandera, TX * Open 7 days/wk from 8:30 am to dark

Call 1-866-522-5263 ext. 119

www.BridlegateRanch.com

Obtain the Property Report required by Federal Law and read it before signing anything. No Federal Agency has judged the merits or value if any, of this property.




The

Rob Schmerler
INSURANCE AGENCY

Rob Schmerle P

> X AYEST!
Voted Best Male .fnsumnce Agent | ot
12 Years in a Row L .

OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards e

We offer individual and group health insurance through
several fine companies to meet your specific needs.

Great rates! Full Service!
Call for a quote today!

(713) 661-7700

B575 W Loop S, Sta 185 » Bellaire, Texas 77401

SchmerlerAgency.com
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On Thursday, September 11, Edward G

wed at City Hall in San Francisco, With

w flag in hand {the sam

ty Hall are {
Texas, Nancy Wolf of Los Angeles, Califc
Edward Guerrero with Jared Walters

* GOING OUT OF TOWN?

D SPO
90V NS o

ou-smar

"
ot

“STon's yat MA

October 8-11: Houston's High
School for the Per farming and
Visual Arts (HSPVA) presents
The Sound of Music

INFO f1ll‘:~|riL',,E.'|'-hp\,'-! org

October 11: Coming Out Party
presented by OutReach United,

features Tasha Kohl and benefits
local charities.

MNFO: outreachunited.org

October 16: Houston Area
Community Services, Inc.

(HACS) A wine-tasting fund
raiser at Kolanowski Studio

INFO: hacstxs.org

bian, Gay, and Bi Eq
on DC an ;\:-” 25, 169

1) Casaundra Aguilar of Alvin

z carried by David in the March

s and Liberation that

ymia., grooms David Bolkovac and

of New York City.

Check out these fabulous
events co-sponsored
by OurSmarr and our
marketing partners.

October 18: Afternoon of
Escapism, benetitting the League of
Women Voters Education Fund,

at John Palmer Art Gallery & Studio
INFO: johnpalmerstore.com

October 25: Houston Pride Band
presents Houston Pride Band
Bares All at Resurrection MCC,
2025 W. 11th Street, 3 p.m

INFO: houstonprideband.org

SAVE THE DATE

November 1: Lesbian Health
Initiative Fall 2014 cffering
complimentary |ifesaving tests and
services, INFO! Ihihouston arg

Be social! Connect with us!

Twitter.com/outsmarthouston

Facebook.com/outsmartmagazine ﬁ
8 LA

Instagram: @outsmartmagazi

ne

SOCIETY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS | 14—15 SEASON

Bringing the World's Best to Housfon

\ |
OCCIDENTAL PETROLEUM MUSIC SERIES

Foshua Bell, Vielin

Alessio Bax, piano®
8 pm | Wednesday, November 5

-

Jones Hall

Alessio Bax
iso-Marie Maozzucco

NEW NOW SERIES

David Sedaris

8 pm | Saturday, November 8
Jones Hall

.
.
L

GET TICKETS TODAY
\ﬁ SPAHOUSTON.ORG | 713.227.4772

> 014-2015
eliant ssonsonsse. UNITED ) — T Phoemicia

Gewlidnntsl Pt e um Surpasation ! 4 Speciolig Taod!




Voted
* * “Favorite Brand of Beer”
%ﬁ%sgs% “Most SupporiivélLscai Company of
S the LGBT Community”

-2014 OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards

October 2014

On behalf of everyone at Bud Light and Silver Eagle Distributors, | would like fo thank the
readers of OutSmart Magazine for once again recognizing our role and partnership in the LGBT
community. Bud Light is honored to be selected as FAVORITE BEER among OutSmart readers for

the eighth yearin a row. We also greatly appreciate the distinction of MOST SUPPORTIVE LOCAL

COMPANY of the Houston LGBT community for the fifth year in a row, and are happy to
share this honor with cur Anheuser-Busch family, who was recognized as the MOST SUPPORTIVE
NATIONAL COMPANY.

As the largest Anheuser-Busch wholesaler in the U.S., Silver Eagle Distributors is proud to call
Houston home, and enjoys supporting the city in various ways throughout the year. This
commitment is evident in the LGBT community through the variety of events and non-profit
organizations we support, including Pride Houston, The Montrose Center, Bunnies on the Bayou,
The Montrose Softball League, and many others. We greatly enjoy supporting these events
each year and also thank each of you for enjoying our products in a safe and responsible
manner when celebrafing.

Our heartfelt thanks again, for recognizing us with these great distinctions. We look forward to
another great year of continued participation in the many activities of the LGBT community.
Cheers to the readers of QuiSmart magazine!

Sincerely,

Silver Eagle Distributors, L.P.

ENJOY RESPONSIBLY

Joshua’s Native Plants §
& Garden Antiques t--e: S

0

502 W. 18% St. » Houston, TX 77008 ,
(two blocks east ¢of N. Shepherd - in the Heights) b

713-862-7444 « www.joshuasnativeplants.com

T AN

e

ed plants
P S :,n‘\t__'-‘" J
« TONS of one-of-
a-kind architectural
and gardenfelics” .
50Ty, ) ;
. Hu‘hﬁﬁ&bg of.UPns,
pots, fountains and *
e r‘ecyclg@-_!ﬁmﬁléc! N

WINNER
Best Garden Supply/Nursery




PLUMBING COOLING HEATING INSULATION

Requistid by the Texss Dapartment of Licensing and Regulations. PO, Ba

www.concierg
E@htact us toll free

 RSVP VACATIONS 2015 '~ €elébrating 30 Years
% 30th Anniversary Caribbean Cruise - Regal Princess

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Call Village Plumbing &
‘Home Services loday and
aave $25 on any plumbing,
healing, cooling or

appliance repair.

|
713-REPAIRS |

|
VILLAGEPLUMBING.COM |
The Cleanes Tecky In Town! ‘

22 Manica Ryanftacit | TERTE

DUERTO VALLARTA
BEACH CLUB

all-inclusive

not.intluded

Feb 8 - 15 2015
BRAND NEW

in the
+ key of

You know how you know when you're in love? ALL THE SONGS MAKE SENSE. And because we love the winners ‘gSr

of this year's GAYEST & GREATEST READERS' CHOICE AWARDS, we're dedicating some of the greatest love songs
to them. Think of it as a compilation album of the greatest love hits about your favorite loved ones. A

by Marene Gustin

One of the best love songs ever is
Time After Time."

—

Cyndi Lauper's

If vou're lost, you can look and you
will find me, time after time.

And we dedicate it to our perannial
winners like Dr. Bruce Smith, Mayor Annise
Parker, Rob Schmerler, Denise O'Doherty,
and Dr. Kenneth Lester, to name a few

Looking for a veterinarian or pet supply
stare for your fur babies? Check out the
"Puppy Love” section for Molly's Mutt
House and Best Vets Dr. Danielle Rosser
and Dr. Richard Clive. And they called

(&

our favorite folks to keep our wealth ..
our wealth!

“Love Hurts" was first recorded by

The Everly Brothers in 1967, but the Roy
Orbison version is a classic, and it has
been recorded by countless other artists
over the decades, If you've been hurt by
love and bear the love scar, then check aut
this category for therapists. It just might
help. Tony Carroll, Dr. Dan Garza, Denise
C'Doherty, Kristin Anderson, and Woodja
Flanigan have room on their couches!

If you've got a "Blind Love,” you just might
need a great eye doctor like Dr. Stewart

-

That's the Gayest N
& Greatest, baby J

AQ 2

And who doesn't love Houston's
restaurant and bar scene? We "Can’t Help
Falling in Love with You" (the Elvis version,
of course) with eateries 1308 Cantina, Niko
Niko's, Giacomo's, and Gloria’s . .
got winners in every food group!

wi've

“Sugar Baby Love" goes out to the best
desserts, even thouagh the treats at Dessert
Gallery, Acadian Bakers, and Cheocolate
Bar may not be on our diets this year. And
“To Sir with Lave” (If you wanted the sky

| would write across the sky in letters that
would soar a thousand feet high: To Sk,
witH Love)) takes on a whole new meaning
when it's sung to the city's best leather

¢ 30th Anniversary Alaska Cruise
. - Holland America ms Westerdam
' BRAND G VACATIONS - | : :
,@ People-to-People Exchange Cuba Feb 14 - 212015
Amazon Discovery / Machu Picchu BRANDNEW Apr 20 - 30 2015
~ompanyle 'a Jewels of Spain, Portugal & the Douro River July 3-12, 2015
= Uniworld's Queen Isabel
Prague & Danube River Cruise - AMADEUS Eiegmr

§ ATLANTIS EVENTS S S ..5.,
¢ Silhouette Caribbean Cruise - Celebn‘ty Sithouette
® Auckland to Sydney Mardi Gras Cruise
. - Hollond Americo Oosterdam

— Singapore to Hong Kong - Celebrity Millennium
~ Rome. Greek Isles & Istanbul

- - Celebrity Equinox

Aug1-8 2015 |

Zuckerbrod and Dr. Juliet Farmer or eyewear  bars, The Eagle and The Ripcord
specialists like Eye Gallery and Spectacles to

help put things in perspective.

it puppy love, just because we're in our
teens; It's a cute song and perfect for this
category about loving your pets—just think
1 of the Paul Anka version, not the creepy

version with siblings Donny and Marie

And let's not forget our favorite legal
eagles ("Justify My Love")—Mitchell Katine
and John Mechman, along with Connie
Moore and Debbie Hunt. Our beloved
politicians get a chorus of Whale's "Love
Hate Thing" because, well really, what else
would you sing to a politician? Hopefully,
Elien Cohen and Mike Laster will enjoy
being serenaded!

Dwt%mart rmFm ‘er vohhg us*®

w B(.‘bi Local Travel Agency W Best LGBT C

din i T TR s L o R

Love, exciting and new, come aboard, we're
expecting vou. Yes, it's the lyrics from

The Love Boat theme song written by Paul
Williams, and if you are of a certain age,
yvou know all the words. It was one of the
campiest shows of the '70s and '80s and
was famous for having a passel of aging
stars guest-starring as cruise passengers
in every episode. 50, this tune goes out to
our beloved cruise group Aquafest and the
travel folks at Concierge Travel.

Cruise or Tnur

The B52's "Love Shack” goes out to our
favorite Realtors, homebuilders, and title
companies, while we serenade our bank
and financial planners with the O'Jays' “For
the Love of Money," because who doesn't
love money, money, monnnneeey. We
salute you Jeremy Fain, Karen Derr, and
Pat Walker . . . and take a bow, Chicago
Title and Loyd Russel Homes! And again
this year, Grace Yung and Rick Dickson are

Aug4-13.2015

Feb 1-8 2015
Feb 24 - Mar B. 2015

?LLJFL. L'l" 5

So settle in, cruise the winners of this
year's Greatest & Gayest Readers' Choice
Awards, and feel free to sing along.

Mar 28 - Apr 8 2015
BRANDNEW Aug 14 - 24 2015

e —

28 OCTOBER 2014 Quts

SmartMagazine.com

OutSmariMagazine.com OCTOBER 2014 29




* X

Gavest&

GREATEST

Best Place to Buy
Eyewear

Finalist for Best Eye
Doctor (Male)

Our People

Community Hero (Male)
Bryan Hlavinka

Community Hero (Female)
Annise Parker

Most Prominent
LGBT Male Activist
Noel Freeman

Most Prominent
LGBT Female Activist
Christina Gorczynski

Most Valuable
Male Volunteer
Bryan Hlavinka (i
lason Gallegos (1

K

Most Valuable
Female Volunteer
Christina Gorczynski

Leading Male Fundraiser
Don Gill (he)
Gary Wood (1i&)
FingALL Wil Han
Leading Female
Fundraiser

Carol Wyatt

Favorite Local
Politician (Male)
Mike Laster

Favorite Local
Politician (Female)

Ellen Cohen

Best LGET
Businessperson (Male)
Charles Armstrong

Best LGBT
Businessperson (Female)
Kathy Hubbard

Most Supportive
Business of the

LGBT Community (Local)
Neon Boots (lie)

Silver Eagle Distributors (1

Most Supportive

Business of the LGBT

Community (National)

Anheuser-Busch/Bud Light
anheuser-busch.co

Favorite Radio
Personality (Male)
Special K, KRBE

Favorite Radio
Personality (Female)
Sarah Pepper

Best TV Personality (Male)
Frank Billingsley (1e)

Ernie Manouse (1

Best TV
Personality (Female)
Dominique Sachsa

Favorite Blogger (Female)
Monica Roberts

Favorite Blogger (Male)
loey Guerra

Favorite Tweeter (Male)
Joey Guerra

Favorite Tweeter (Female)

Monica Roberts

Favorite Community
Photographer (Male)

Dalton DeHart

Favorite Community
Photographer (Female
Yvonne Feece

Best LGBET Website (Local)
HouEquality.com

Our Community

Favorite LGBT
Social Organization
Houston Gaymers

Favorite LGBT
Philanthropic Organization

Bering Omega

Favorite Local
LGBT Organization
Bering Omega

Favorite National
LGBT Organization
Victory Fund

Favorite LGBT Benefit
Event of the Year
Bunnies on the Bayou

Favorite Place to Worship
Resurrection MCC

Favorite Place to Take
Out-of-Town Visitors
Discovery Green

Favorite Houston Museum
Museum of Fine Arts
100 t St

D L T e




Business & Service

AUTOMOTIVE

Best Auto Mechanic
Te:h nutn

Best Domestic
Auto Dealership
Stewart Cadillac

RYSLER-JEEP

Best Import
Auto Dealership
Advantage BMW ti

vantage-bmw-houston.cor

Momentum
Dfalershlps (tie)

mamentum-min.net

AR-LAanD

. STAR MOTORS
HEALTH & BEAUTY
Best Chiropractor (Male)
Kenneth Lester, DC

1 Gy I_-\l-,erlj I. Inve

FinauSTS: ART KELLER, DC,
BrrOn MenarD, DC
Best Chiropractor (Female)
Day Lee Snell
3411 Richm
Ste 100/
greenwayplazach

FinaLsTs: JAckie Doval

MELISsA STEPHENS, DT

Best Cosmetic Skin Care Center
S}un Renalssance {

skinrenaissance net

l'he Slnn Rr_newal Center (1

Best Cosmetic Surgeon
Center (Male)
Scott Yarish, MD

Town & Country Plastc Surgery
Katy Fwy

T3-467-0146

Best Cosmetic Surgeon
Center (Female)
Angela Sturm, MD

Best Aesthetic Physician
Octavio Barrios, MD (iie)

Ly

sKinrenaissance.ngt

Patrick McNamara, MD (te)

theskinrenewalcenter com

Best Dentist (Male)
Bruce Smith, DDS

)
1006 Misst

Ranoy Mircimore, DDS

Best Dentist (Femmale)

Diana Wilde, DDS
Floss Dental
514 Elein, 713-842-0101

|.com

JeweL Dy, DDS

s

FinsLs

*

*
GavesT&
GREATEST

-2014 -

01“ vSmal“

Best Eye Doctor (Male)
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD

5420

713-668

SCOTT Sawyer, MD

Best Eye Doctor (Female)
Juliet Farmer, 0D
.02 Woodhead

5-528-2000

Best Gym,/Place to Work Out
Houston Gym (1)

houstongyrm.cor

FIT Athletic (1)

Firness, Clus
FINE BODY & MinD

Best Hair Stylist (Male)

FinaLisTs: CARLC
QUINONES, ANTHONY SKOOC

Best Hair Stylist (Female)
Jessica Alston
Tre §

5]

£21
BSpas Lcm\.urf

s; Celina Arzola,
Pd'.l\,- Cooch

Best Massage
Therapist (Male)

R]ran Fugate
3-269-7926
Myanmassagewores.com

FinaLISTS; JOEL LEAL, TOM ZEPPELIN

Best Mental Health
Therapist (Male)
Ionv Carroll, LCSW

Best Mental Health

Therapist (Female )

Denise O'Doherty, LPC, LMST,
LCDC, RN

relationst

Best Personal Trainer (Male)
Ryan Munceaux

B52-625-TF

45

nframers.com

e Bt et S
5. WINCHAEL SHALLIS

SHANE STIMMER

Best Personal Trainer (Female)
l('{mherlv Marler

1210 W, ( ay, #3

Best Physician (Male)
EnrdunE (lolnut MD, PA

Best Physician (Female)
M. Sandra Scurria, MD
H565 W, Loor cullI

PATRICIA SalvaTo, MD!

Best Psychiatrist (Male)
Daniel Garza, MD

Best Psychologist (Male)
Wﬂudw FIamgan PhD

Soutk

Best Psychologist (Female)
Hrlshn K Anr_iersnn, PhD

Best Tanning Salon
Eclipse

Best Tattoo Parlor
E]eclrn: Charr
mar | |

5-780-3500

HOUSE & HOME

Best Art Gallery
Archwa',' Galler\f

Best Florist

M’s Urban Petals
20th Street

irbanpefals.com

FINALISTS: GLEMY

VEBER
JESICN, JOHN FRIEDMAN FLOWE
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OutSmart

The Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency

Your agents... Your advocates.
Auto Home Renters Life Health Business And much more!

- Thank you to the OutSmart readers
for your continued support!

Voted

A
/

Voted One of the

Best Male * * Best LGBT
Insurance Agent GavesT& ey mans vy
12 Years in a Row GREATEST

-2014-
7 Maums G
(RGN

Rob Schmerler FARMERS

6575 W Loop S, Suite 185 » Bellaire, Texas 77401 » 713/661-7700 * SchmerlerAgency.com

urbamn Resort

Home Furnishings

Thanks For your support!

Your Friends,Your “ Fumily’i:
Your Law Firm.

We appreciate your vole!

CALL US!

= Adoption
* Immigration
* Employment Law
# HIV Discrimination
» Criminal Law
+ Real Estate, HOA,
and Relationship Issues
= Estate Planning Documents

Voted Best -luorney
20072014 -o
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Bast Furniture Store
IKEA (1&)
TR0 Katy Fw

Mitchell Gold
& Bob Williams (he)

Best Furniture Store
on a Budget
IKEA

Katv B

Best Garden &
Nursery Supply
Buchanan's Native
Plants (lic)

Joshua’s Native Plants (e)
£ U e

Best Insurance
Agent (Male)
David Lorms (li2)

lorm: rancese
Rob Schmerler (1

Best Insurance
Agent (Female)
Pam Ellis

Best Interior
Designer (Male)
Kevin Hamby

Best Interior
Designer {(Female)
Laura Umansky

Best Landscaping Company
Al's Landscaping

Best Plumber
Village Plumbing

Best Pool Company
Pools By James

713-822-2531

Legal & Financial

Best Attorney (Male)
Mitchell Katine

1834 Southmore

#09-1000

Best Attorney (Female)
Connie Moore and
Debbie Humt

Best Bank/Credit Union
Wells Fargo

Best Financial
Advisor/Planner (Male)
Rick Dickson

Best Financial
Advisor/Planner (Female)
Grace Yung, CFP

Midtown Financia

Best Doggie Day Care
Molly's Mutt House

¥t Montrose Blvd

Best Place to Adopt a Pet
Houston SPCA

Best Place to Buy Pet Supplies
PetSmart

Mulfiple Location:

Best Veterinarian (Male)
Richard Clive, DVM

Best Veterinarian (Female)
Danielle Rosser, DVM

Best Home Builder
Loyd Russell Homes

Best Mortgage Company
John Frels

argace
I\

Best Real Estate
Agent (Male)
Jeremy Fain

Lireenwoodg &

Best Real Estate
Agent (Female)
Karen Derr (hie)

o Keaily

Pat Walker (1

Best Title Company
Chicago Title, Innerloop

Travel & Vacations

Best Airline
Southwest Airlines

Best LGBT Cruise
or Tour Company
Aquafest (iic)

dguare:

Concierge Travel (lit

4920 Mimosa

Best LGET Travel Destination
Puerto Vallarta
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Lauren - MIX 96.5 Sarab Pepper - HOT 95-7

Radio Personality

Radio Personaﬁty
of the Year

of the Year Runner-Up

NEW YORR HAND TOSSED - CHICAGO DEEP DISH - ULTRA THIN
GLUTEN FREE - WHOLE WHEAT - VEGAN - VEGETARIAN

PIZZ.A | PZA+BEER - WINE
L'VINO | DELIVERED

AUTHENTIC
NEW YORK
& CHICAGO

7z

o B

(had Pitf - miX 96.5

Radio Personality
of the Year Runner-Up

Congratulations,

ERNIE MANOUSE!

Gl
o e BEST TV PERSONALITY, AGAIN!

" Houston Public Media

TVE News88.7 Classical g1y

Best Pizza Restaurant
20134 2014

=PIZZALVINO.COM or 713.526.1000—
S, WAUGH DRIVE @ D'AMICO | NEXT TO GUAVA LAMP I ED

to the Houston c Media Foundation
UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON




Best Local Hotel
Hotel Derek
R

Best Local Travel Agency
Concierge Travel

4970 Mimosa

ncierpetravel

Best Travel Website
Orbitz.com

Shopping & Services

Best Astrologer (Male)
Kevin Casey

Best Astrologer (Female)
Lilly Roddy

e
920 W, Mair

5842
Ilyroddy.com

/15-5:

Best Copy/Print Shop

Best Grocery Store
HEB
Multiple Locations

he

Best Jewelry Store
Silverlust

Best Liquor Store
Spec’s Liquor Stores

(LA

Premier Paging (I
12220 Murphy Rd

Apple Store (11¢)

Best Erofic Playthings Store
Adam & Eve
1

Westheimer &

Best Eyewear Store
Eye Gallery (lig)

1806 Westheimer, Ste B
evesalleryhouston.com

T M

Spectacles (tie)

Best Men's Clothing Store
Macy's

36 & Multiple Locations

X x

GavesT&

GREATEST

-2014 -

OutySmart

Best Women's Clothing Store

Best Specialty Food Store
HEB - Central Marke!

eb.com & centralmarket

Dining Out
Best New Restaurant
Coltivare

0 White Oak Dr

sT; OsTERIA MazzanTin
Best 24-Hour Restaurant
House of Pies

Fin *Karz's DEwl

MioTown Bag & GRILL

Best Restaurant for Cheap Eats

lenni's Noodle House
3111 5. Shepherd &

Multiple Lo

T13-nood

Best Restaurant
for Elegant Dining
Brennan's

FINALISTS: MARK'S AMERICAN CUISINE,

QWISIE'S TABLE, SORREL
Best Restaurant for
Qutdoor Dining
Baba Yega

2607 Grant St

7l 2
babayega.com
FINALISTS: BACKSTREET CAFE, TILA'S

Best Catering Firm
Jim Benton of Houston, LLC

2871 Eastrman St
T2 800
i
imbentonhowston.com
Finansts: Dol 1S CATERING

Best Food Truck
Bernie's Burger Bus

2B1-349-3400

bermiesh

Best Barbeque
Goode Co. Barbeque
5109 Kirby Dr

N3-522-2530

Jany,com

Best Breakfast
Baby Barnaby's

B0 Falnaew

FinaList; BLACK LABRADOR PUB

Best Brunch
Gloria's

2616 Lousiana, Ste. 101

THE BE4R, Riva's, SORREL
Best Cajun
Ragin’ Cajun
4302 Richmond Ave, Ste. A
M3-643-6352]

ragin-Cajun.com
FINAL B Cajunt CAFE,

5. HICKORY HOLLOW, Prpies

Best Chinese
Kam's

ni
) Montrose

Best Cuban
El Rey
elreylaquena.com
Best Deli
Kenny & Ziggy's
New York Deli

st Oak Bivd

Best Dessert
The Acadian Bakers (tie)

1 AR

Dessert Gallery (12}

3 I
e D

FiNALIS

Best French
Charivari

FINALIST: BRASSERIE 19

Best Greek
Niko Niko's
2520 Montrose
713-528-1308
ritkonkos.com
FinaLisTs: MipTOown BaR & GRILL,
THED'S

36 CCTOBER 2013 OutSmar
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Drama . . . Just Results

Voted one of
the BEST REALTORS
in Houston 2 years in a row.

JAMES M. CARROLL
MD, AAHIVS

Outsmart Readers Choice
2003-2014

TOP PRODUCER 2002-2013

e

_DEBBIE LVINE

GREENWOOD KIlNG

PROPERTIES

713.942.6857 dlevine@greenwoodking.com

Enchilada Kitchen

One of “Ten Great Mexican

Restaurants Across the U.S”
-USA Today

NOW OPEN! Eldridge Pkwy at Enclave Pkwy

Woodway at Voss

Westheimer at S. Dairy Ashford

www.SylviasEnchiladaKitchen.com

Best Mexican Restaurant

& Best Food Truck
FINALIST

*CarrollClinic

CATE( .]]|-|111§.:-_|_-! M1

Caring for families like yours and mine
Offering PReP * Internal Medicine * HIV Specialist

Currently accepting
new clients

PROUDLY WELCOMING
DOMMNIE HARVEY, MPAS, PA-C
TO OUR PRACTICE.

QuitSmartMagazine.com OCTOBER 2014 37




OUT OF THE CLOSET INTO THE HALLS OF POWER

FREE FILM SCREENING + Q&A

National Coming Out Day
Saturday, October 11

0
utﬁmal't To all of our neighbors

who voted for me...

Best Hamburger Best Mediterranean Best Sushi Club/Restaurant Favorite Club for Dancing
Lankford Grocery & Aladdin Uchi with the Best Margarita South Beach 6:00 - 8:00 pm | Resurrection MCC Sanctuary
Market (1¢) 312 Westheimer 904 Westheimer 1308 Cantina/El Tiempo 801 Pacific 5t
i A O o bipiiglis With Special Guests I
s S e o e Houston Mayor Annise Parker -~
The Acadian Bakers (1 _ i Houston Associate Judge Phyllis Frye
4 W, Alsbam ey vl Dallas County Sheriff Lupe Valdez
Id 26 isiana, Ste. 101 1226 Westheime Club/Restaurant Director / Producer / Writer Clndy L. Abel
BRI S e o 7135223227 % ! s ot There’s a reason why I'm consistently
riasrestauiants.com FIRALISTS: KHUN Ky THAL Tal Spice uava Lam fbarhouston.cor OutSmart readers, ing Resurrection Favorite Worship!
Best Indian 1308 Cantina/El Tiempo (¢ S l i -.' P FitvauisTs: Guava Lamp, MeTEDR e A Sillﬂv::':ﬂ‘ﬂ'lpga 11am- ,r::‘ew Handicap Accassible voted the bBSt Mort_gage _Banker’
ooy N 48 Jonkn & ::,;:e;u‘c:;;;“ AT TC's Stiow Bat D Y Souoh & Dee ereaton Youh & en b 12 years and counting...find out
33552000 | 7138070999 2311 W, Alabam: FisALSTS:F BaR, MeTeos Favorite Bar ESULLECLION, 2025 M 16 S ouston, o 108 1 17 o0 for yourself today!

to Two-Step

-- FAVORITE GAY BAR 713.524.1850

Best Italian

Giacomo's (fie) Best Pizza _ t o
2 Weshemerkd, Pl Vi G wats ke Band ot g A0S -BEST HAPPY HOUR
3403 Milam St Ketel One Favorite Bar BEST MARGAHITA
Riva's (1) > i : RN e i ‘BEST PLACE TO SHOOT POOL * *
1117 Missau iy .|..;:.| -:‘ I-.: FinatisTs: Agsolur. Timo G.T-r?? F:l:nlr\r Sports Bar ‘MOST DIVINE DRAG OUEENS" GAYEST&
ReD P, VLo L O BEST GLBT BUSINESSMAN - -4 b3 ton . GREATEST
FInAL LIAMIAN Dl'm & Sll'ltS Favorite Ga'f Bar 515 RS N 1t MUST SUPPOHTlVE UF GLBT Ggﬂﬂyggél-‘xm;m I utvsmaﬂ
Crocker Bar (lie TonyY's CORNER POCKET
Best Japanese EESRRIULE Best Coffee House 1312 Crocke: ——3 e -
U.chi A Starbucks 7135293 758 Favorite Place
‘ et Bet Seaon Muliple Locations . to Watch Male Dancers DALLAS - HOUSTON - WASHINGTON, D.C. | Residential Mortgages,
. BUEREE b tatudsam 808 Pocic - | FRrAaE, AN,
¥ A iy Be s 5 S CashOut. Before you call
S gl the REST - call the BEST!

Best Lunch Spot
Glona's

Favorite Wine Bar
Boheme

John Frels

Mortgage Banker

Favorite Women's Bar

Best Steafthcluuse Ve Pearl Bar Favorite Place i _
Lalqrgﬁzn hi ; A to Show Off Your Leather . =
u . .--_I ngton Ave Eagle Houston
| YES, WE'RE OPEN ) .
_ SR during our major renovation to our /
Mort Steakh (tie) Club with th: FiMALEETS: MONTROSE MINING . 4
°. ""_ s Bt Hanpy Wil el Sl national brand... JR's Bar & Grill. —t
F Bar S o ' Please pardon any inconvenience MORTGAGE
200 Toam e L over the next =)
- b s 150-180 dﬂys 1717 Yale, Houston, Texas 77008 s s2az056 —
A o anvilhou m = s = e =
l'..h..f-.‘.:.ll.-..r.'.r-_ R :Hl i’ FireALisTs: BoHEME, Rovas Ok jrsbarandgrill.com | fb.com/jrshouston | twitter.com/jrshouston On-line appllcatlon is EASY at ]OhnfrEIsicom
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Favorite Club
if You're Under 21
South Beach

Favorite Club after 2 am
South Beach

11 Pacif

Favorite Bartender (Male)
Christopher Barry (1)

Christopher Tyer (lie)

Favorite Bartender (Female)
Kristina Prats

Favorite DJ (Male)

Chris Allen (1)

Joe Ross (lie)
15: DI LEvEL

Favorite DJ (Female)
DJ Athenz

DI MELLE MEL

Maost Divine Drag Queen
Kara Dion (ii¢)

Kofi (he)

Favorite Local Non-Drag
Entertainer (Male)
Marty Adamson

FINALISTS, JERRY ATWOOD,

Favorite Local Non-Drag
Entertainer (Female)
Morena Roas

Favorite Local Band
The Goods

GALVESTON

: UL
Community Here (Male)
Rodney Seiler

T s

Most Prominent
LGBT Activist
Misty Valdez

Most Prominent
LGBT Female Activist
Jill Costa

FimaiisT: MisTy VaLDE

Most Valuable Male Volunteer
Robert Evans

Muost Valuable
Female Volunteer
Pam Froeschner

Leading Male Fundraiser
Rodney Seiler (12}
Johnny Mize (!

INALISTS: EDDIE KIER, MARK SMITH

Leading Female Fundraiser
Pamela Passino

Favoerite Local
Politician (Male)
Craig Brown

* 2 %
GayesT&

GREATEST

-2014-

OﬂtvSmﬂrt

Favorite Local
Politician (Female)
Susan Criss

FINALIST. TERILYN

Best LGBT
Businessperson
Rodney Seiler (1i2)

Most Supportive of the
LGBT Community (Local)
Pink Posse

at the Pink Dolphin Tavern

FiNALISTS: 3R0 COAST DowWnTOWN

Favorite Community
Photographer (Female)
Susan Henry

Favorite Community

Photographer (Male)

Billy Hill
408-771-8211

Best TV Personality
Frank Billingsley

hannel 2

Best (Local) LGBT Website
Galveston.com

__Our Community |

Favorite Community
Organization
Galveston Historical
Foundation

Favorite Benefit Event
of the Year
ACCT Annual Brunch

Business & Services

AUTOMOTIVE

Best Domestic
Auto Dealership
(Iasstt Auto Gtoup Galveston

Best Import Auto Dealership
Clear Lake Fiat

HEALTH AND BEAUTY

Best Chiropractor
Chad Duchon, DC

Best Dentist (Male)
William Glenn 111

drglennfamilydental com

Best Dentist (Female)
Barbara A. Pickerlng DDS

B335 St

Best Eye Doclor
Kevin Katz, OD, MS
Texas State Optica

Best Gymy
Place to Work Out
Urban Fitness

Best Hair STYLIST
Jim Windmiller

Best Physician (Male)
Victor 5. Sierpina, MD
6710 Stewart Rd,, Ste 100

Best Physician (Female)
Angela Shepherd, MD

Best Mental Health

Therapist

Marco Vega
versity Blvd

Best Tattoo Parlor
Island Tatinn
LG 07 |

40 QOCTOBER 2013 QutsSr

DAVID LORMS
g

FARMERS
INSURANCE

Espanol

Now offering life insurance to those
living with Cancer or HIV

713-688-8669

www. lormisinsuranceservices.com

GREENWQDD KING
FRO P ERTLES

[EREMY FAIN

VOUR FRIEND. VOUR FAMILY. YOUR REALTOR®.

“Houston's Best Seafood"

HoustonPress - cieysearcn

“Stellar oysters and gumbo!”

- RODD Waish, Houston Prass

“awesome shrimp and oyster gumbo...
some of the best we've tasted”

- Gourmet

“riveting Remoulade... an oyster sandwich
| look forward to eating for vears'

- Alison Cook, Houston Chronicie

GULF COAST SEAFOOD KITCHEN
4611 Montrose between Richmond & Bissonnset | 713-807-8880

DANTONSSEAFOOD.COM

41




Best Furniture Store
Star Furniture

17 Broadwan
Best Landscaping Company
Tom's Thumb Nursery

& Landscaping

s 4

Best Interior Design

Best Bank/Credit Union
HomeTown Bank of Galveston

Best Veterinarian
Jackie Cole, DVM

Best Real Estate Agent (Male)

outvSmal“

* W %
GavesT&
GREATEST

-2014 -

Best Title Company
Stewart Title

Best Specialty Food Store
Maceo Spice

Best Liguor Store
Travel/Vacatioins JEEEE

Best Day Spa
Hotel Galvez

Best Place

Best Catering Firm
ny

Butter & Compa

Best New Restaurant
Number 13

Best Restaurant
for People Watching

Best Restaurant

b

Defighted fo be yoursel

WINNER
Galveston's Besl
Eye Doctor & Best

Place to Buy Eyewear

Kevin Katz OD MS
515 22™ St » Galveston = TX
409.763.6300

TEXAS STATE OPTICAL www.tsogalveston.com

Unique Eyewear | Extraordinary Eyecare

; Seamus.'{-m-lfllafnl | Luis R to Buy Women's Clothing The Slpot _

|‘. : Best Local Hotel Tre-‘??'{rie-Tr?.‘.r.?- s , 7 |
. i nea Estate Hot-el.{?:llu:ezi : ;

I = BEST CHIROPRACTOR

|

David Bowers (li2)

RAVELLOM Best Place

for Elegant Dining

OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 2014

#

-

' . . to Buy Men’s Clothing - gty ”
Best Insurance Cowhedi 00 Sw hekch ) | ::Ii m‘gﬁ e Ef’f’"““d “Thank you for your vote of confidence. i .
Agent (Male) eawall Bhvd byl ppe Biv R
ﬂil‘f;lt Monteith predia sy e Chiropractic Care - : l
| i i cruzcartezc . Best Brunch |
: e e h Soft Tissue Injuries Best Mexican
i
I \ r S Best Jewelry Store Best Restaurant .
. Pl Iy for Cheap Eats Myofascial Release
Best Insurance Best Local Travel Agency 2215 Postoffice Gorditas Sports Iniuries :
Agent (Female) LY Galveston.com 712 Seawall Bly
Gigi Heffernan  i— 523 24th St el Auto Accidents
Heffernan Insurance ) i FINALIST RO [ I B 15,
J II' ¥ SHEEL Best Real Estate Agent : b i i ALIST: THE | = Rehabilitation
s Female) 3 .
heffernanimsurance agency.com :{:I?;']Ki'““ Best Local LGBT Best Place to Buy Eyewear Best :Fies'laumnjl_ Work-Related
g Travel Website TS0/Kevin Katz, OD MS for Outdoor Dining Iniurs
r ; Real Estate Galveston.com Smooth Tony's Patio & Grill njuries ARz - -
gal & Financial EEECCHIIELE sl - P r
X ersona
Best Attorney (Male) palveston.corr ¥ 816 L.O i
{ Ernest Caldwell i Injuries
1619 Avenue | : Best Place 0 0 &
i 3500 '::;: tllii?:‘ndtgu Company Dine to Buy Erotic Playthings Best Breakfast Kenneth W. Lester D.C.
Fina Vi Bow Mg ey 2 Wild Side Things The Sunflower OPE] OP
Wi) vioriga Best Grocery Store G907 Seawall Blvd Bakery & Café
! Best Attorney (Female) Ve Kroger ry 2 o NUW SEE!HG FATIE"TS AT AND FR v !
Connie Moore & il S i S OUR NEW LOCATION
Debbie Hunt 4
1 Hunt kroge - i
Houston ? ' o 1603 Shepherdilisive
: = r 10 o A i (R
2 | HEALTHSVELLNESS  etween igdSHITReES
NOarean nt.cor
ool gn it Houston, TX YRIASE : ,
www.KennethLesterDC.com 713.526.5252
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Best Lunch Spot
Mosquito Café

Best Steak

The Steakhouse

at San Luis Resort
5222 Seawall Bhy

SANILSIest

Best Cajun
Benno's on the Beach
1200

J877 615t St

X 3
GavesT&
GREATEST

-2014-

olltvSmﬂrt

Best Brunch Best Greek Best Seafood Best Happy Hour
Hotel Galvez & Spa Olympia Grill Pelican Club/Gaido’s Seafood Olympia Grill at Pier 21
1024 Seawall Bivd 1908 Seawall Bl 200 Seawal| Blvd 100 214t Street

100-T66-12 409-762-967°

Best Hamburger
The Spot Best Sushi Best Margarita
3204 Seawa Yamato Japanese Olympia Grill at Pier 21

ALISTS SKY AR
Best Halian

IARERY & (AT Mario’s on the Seawall Best Vegetarian Best Martini
28 Seawall Blvd Oasis Juice Bar Olympia Grill at Pier 21
Best Dessert 18-7RE- 16T 409 25th Strest
Patty Cakes marnosseaswall.com 409-762-844 409-76 l|
704 14th Strest gsisjuicebar.con olympiagnil.net
Best Japanese FINALISTS: HOTEL GALVER & SF
2 Yamato Japanese Restaurant Best Vietnamese kY BAR, TREMONT
VALISTS: Mosauir 15 4 Glst Gt Pho 20
FLOWER Bakery & CArE 109-744-2742 2101 Broadway Best Straight Bar
FINALIST: SKY BAR 409-750-920 San Luis Hotel Bar
Best Barbeque pho20.com 5222 Seawall Rlvd
Q.ueel'l'.s Bar-b-que Best Mexican 409-744-1500
420 AVEr UE Gorditas Best Coffee House oL
I‘-I.- ' = Seawall Blvd Mod Coffee & Tea House

astoffice Best Club for Dancing
3rd Coast Downtown

Best Mediterranean Favorite Gay Bar
Olympia Gril 3rd Coast Downtown (ti¢)

4908 Sea

Best Drag Show Bar
3rd Coast Downtown
341 [ H

2918 DHTICE

L2815

rLcom

FINALIST: M

1l Blud

Best Pizza

Mario’s on the Seawall
: all Bivd

bt

ma [LCOM
Best Chinese FINALEET St e PO
Happy Buddha “Eeh ki

]

Best Place
for Two-Step Dancing
3rd Coast Downtown

Best Place
to Shoot Pool
Pink Dolphin Tavern

Best Place
to Show off Your Leather
3rd Coast Downtown

Best Bartender
John Timothy Branstetter

Best DJ (Male)
loe Rios

Most Divine Drag Queen
Tara Dion
Finavisys: Lana Braxe

ASMEN PierCE, CC RYDER

Best Local Band

The Line Up
[nelinegpmusic.com il

[
>

. _

-

V Y
-
.;_“

= LaEE. TR il .

THE SPLASH DIVAS DRAG SHOW
Every Friday and Saturday at 9eu
Hostad by Kiki Van Wales

fowTow:  Happy Hour at The Pink Dolphin

Tew-11ew: Happy Hour/Splash Divas Drag Show
with Emcee Kiki Van Wales featuring RuPaul's Kiki Van Wales

Delta Work and DJ Joe Rios at Splash Bar,

3102 Seawall Blvd.

11eu-2am; Karaoke at 3rd Coast Downtown, 2416 Postoffice

6?«457 OCTOBER 26

11am-dew: Pool/Patio Party at Robert's Lafitte, 2501 Avenue @

Y
Fd

SPECIAL SPLASH BAR GUESTS IN OCTOBER INCLUDE:

Nadine Hughes, Miss Gay Texas America Runner-up Friday, October 3 - Saturday, October 4

Tammie Brown,
RuPaul's Draq Race Season 1
Co-Hosted by Kara Dion

Jade Jolie, RuPaul's Drag Race Season 5
LA Co-Hosted by Kourtney Paige Van Wales
w Friday, October 10

Friday, October 31
Adeciya Iman, Miss Gay Texas of US of A 2015 « Saturday, October 18
Delta Work, RuPaul’s Drag Race Season 3 Hot Fridays and Saturdays
Co-Hosted by Kara Dion with Houston's Hottest
Friday, October 24 - Saturday, October 25 D.Js and Dancers!

$50 VIP Tables for 4 includes a bottle of Champagne! Call to RSVP for all 3 RuPaul dates!
Sunday Tea featuring Carmen Can-too hosting Drag Bingo and Karaoke starting at 4em.
Vist FBar Houston on Tuesday nights for the award winning:F Divas Drag Show.

OCTOBER 24-26

éz‘dfﬂﬂTDBEH 25

11au-4ew: Pool/Patio Party at Robert’s Lafitte 2501 Avenue Q
den-Tew:  Happy Hour at The Pink Dolphin Tavern, 1706 23rd St.

Tem-11em: Happy Hour/Splash Divas Drag Show featuring
RuPaul's Delta Work and DJ Melle Mel at Splash Bar,

i | 3102 Seawall Blvd.

4 h\!
‘ v e
mﬁgﬁ. DJ Melle Mel

] ‘ = _Vem-2am: Gayribbean Bon Voyage Party/Drag Show featuring
Kara Dion, Kourtney Paige Van Wales and
Dee Ranged at 3rd Coast Downtown, 2416 Postoffice

4em-9sm;  Sunday Tea Party with Drag Bingo/Karacke hosted h —_— 1

9em-2anm:  Karaoke Party hosted by
David P at 3rd Coast
Downtown, 2416 Postoffice

by Carmen Can-Too at Splash Bar, 3102 Seawall Bivd. X &
I-.!. §
!
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I-HI Fall 2014

Health
Fair

Saturday, Nov. 1, 2014 | 9a.m.-3p.m.

N Ew Iocai- n- HOUSTON AREA COMMUNITY SERVICES ‘
10N.

' LHI medical home partner HACS H Al C S
| 2150 West 18th Street, Houston, Texas 77008 The Heart of Community Health | i v o S

tion to Houston. Parker has kept her name

Susan Christian and Laura Spanjian are dedicated to the city—and to one another
by David Goldberg

Photo by Yvonne Feece

n November 2008, City Hall got a
‘ facelift with the election of Mayor An-
nise Parker, who made international

in the press by embracing new initiatives

events, and programs that strengthen Hous-

Offering a limited number of no-cost*

| . .
| Lifesaving tests and services
| for uninsured or under-insured

lesbian, gay, bisexual, fransgender (LGBT)-identified women & transgender men

ton's quality of life. Susan Christian, the
mayor’s director of special events for the City
of Houston, and Laura Spanjian, the director
of sustainability in the mayor’s office, have
played a major role in these new initiatives.
Separately and together, they are responsible
for programs like the SundayStreets HTX

events and the City Hall Farmer’s Market.

R

f sustainability for the mayor's

% e = 4

But Christian and Spanjian aren't just a o . .
: o J Four’s company: couple Laura Spanjian (I), director o

3 Mammogrﬂms with The Rose & UT MD Anderson Cancer Center collaborative professional duo; t]‘"'.‘"__"i* been office, and Susan Christian, Houston's director of special events, with their son, Eli.
. . an actual L'c-uplL- for eight years, and are Spaniian is expectingthe pair's second son in November.
Puplwe“ person exams and blood tests with HACS preparing for their second child in Novem-
u - 2 o ™ ] " y H L '. [ 3 Ly ] , TOT arke L 3 I.‘- i = ann : W o " ¥ e I.'.\' ¥ l'l. ris.
* Heart & Vasculur risk assessmen's with Texas Heart Institute ber -I]I.L e Ilgllli un.t in 2006 at a Houston . In 2010, Mayor I'.m-.?r f'[L]'L-JIIl d Span 1111 L[llL I.Ilkl_ [f _\U—‘LJ\l EVET enj r.\fi:d
. conference of the Victory Fund, which seeks jian to the newly ereated role of Director of the Fourth of July Freedom Over Texas
. Tﬂ"( Wﬂh an OBIGYN Dr. Mal’yAHCE Cowan to elect LGBT leaders to publie office nation- Sustainability in the mayor’s office. She was celebration, Thanksgiving Day parade,
= : wide. Spanjian served as a board member soon moving to Houston—and to Christian. or the Children’s Festival, then you've got
.
Learn about health insurance available through the Affordable Care Act and beeame close with then-City Controller “Mayor Parker’s line is that I needed another ~ Christian to thank. 1 believe events are a
: : . 25 - as the organization started mobiliz- ;oman to bring me to ston,” Spanjia sore service for any city,” she says. “They
* Plus A LOT more health & wellness services and information [ arker as the organization started mobiliz woman to bring me to Houston,” Spanjian core eryice for any city,” she says. “The;
ing around her says. bring the city together, they improve the
mayoral cam- Christian has city, but they also serve as a catalyst for
P e 1 paign. Christian been a part of Hous- empowering neighborhoods to do very
re reg ISTer N OW OT www- LH l HOUSton lorg was running the ton city government positive things. When you have positive
1 | event, and once for nearly 30 vears. interaction through events, negativity
Sr emC”I or CO” us Of JnfO@LHlHOUSTon Org or 7 -[ 3_426_3356 the two met, She moved to Hous- goes away very quickly.”

R’egiS'FCiTlOﬁ 15 I"E'quireci. AVC]”CJDI'IW 15 limited. there was no ton from the small Christian has been at the center of
going back. The central-Texas town Houston City Hall's evolution through
only problem of Hico, which has five mayors: Kathy Whitmire, Bob Lanier,
Spanjian still a population of just Lee Brown, Bill White, and Parker, Even
lived in San Francisco. As Spanjian became over 1,300, “It's a great place to be from,” though she insists that diversity and —

Equality,

A Powerful Prescription for Health.™

a major player in Parker's campaign, she
and Christian embarked on a long-distance
relationship. They toyed with the idea of
Christian coming to California, but with the
mayor's victory, their future ehanged

Christian says. She started out in the mid-
'80s in the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, and within a few years had caught the
attention of then-mayor Bob Lanier, who was
looking to use civic events to bring positive
national attention to the city. Since then,

> he's deve ) » mavor's civice celebra-

Leshian Heallh Inffiative of Houston, Ine noss ”o“-"c, .a?u_ s developed the mayor’s civic celebra
401 Branard, Houston TX 77008 | 501(c)(3) nanprofit Est. 1992 li D S[:(S(ﬁﬂgn Supportsd by & grent frerm tion program into a yea 1'-mqu| blockbuster,
HEUETOR RO e RO e atar MG with 3.6 million people attending aver 1,000

You have the power to change and save lives—spread the word about LHI's Health Fairs! RHBAEMGIRIOC IS S TORRE S SRS
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GIORGIO COLLECTION AT CASTLE FURNITURE DESIGN CENTER

Fine accessories, arts and area rigs

CASTLE FURNITURE
DESIGN CENTER

W.LCASTLEFDC.COM

Fondren Rd. (Fondren & Westpark) « Houston, TX T

CRIMINASDEEENSE

Attorne

Cl deWﬂllams

¢ ASSOCIATES

Board Certified By State Bar Of Texas

Voted One of the Best Attorneys 2011-2014

QutSmart Readers’ Chaice

713.236.0064 = chwlaw@earthlink.net

JCTOBER 2014 ©

inclusion at City Hall has been a pru:rit\'
since Mayor Lanier, she didn't feel comfort-
able being open about her sexual orientation
until the national and loeal culture started
to change. “We all have different stories,”
Christian says. “Mine was a much more
guarded and closed story. [ didn’t grow up
in an environment that was accepting of the
gay lifestyle. But the last four mayors have
helped break those barriers down in a state
and city that was accepting, but still didn’t
talk about it too much. By the time we got to
Mayor White. you saw a lot more gay people
within that administration being more open,
including myself. 1 felt as though I had more
freedom to be myself and to cast off a lot of
fear with my work environment. Mayor Park
er has been very inspirational to me,”
Spanjian had the opportunity to move

from a solidly progressive city government

in San Francizco to one that is making posi-
tive progress in Houston. She feels that the
mayor's strong example has practically made
LGBT acceptance a non-issue. “You become
part of the fabric of city government,” she
says. “You're not unigue for being gay; it's
just that you're part of the administration.”
Spanjian’s role at City Hall is almost un
precedented. “Mayor Parker was very clear
that she trusted me, and that she was going
to let me do, within bounds, what I'd like,
and that was fantastic,” Spanjian says. Her
office has spearheaded Houston's bike-shar-
ing program, which recorded over 40.000
checkouts in the first &ix months of 2014
Houston has become the largest pur-
chaser of renewable energy in the nation
City offices will soon convert over 160,000
light bulbs to LED, which should reduce en
ergy needed for lighting by half. Spanjian is
currently looking over proposals for an inno-
vative One Bin for All solid-waste program,
which would streamline waste disposal for
Houstonians by using sorting technology
to effectively reclaim waste that is not cur-
rently recyeled. “Because of those initiatives
and because of Mayor Parker's leadership on
sustainability, Houston is really on the map
as a green leader, which really hasn't hap-
pened before,” she savs

The sustainability and events offices

were seemingly made for coll: 1I}u1"|11--n
regardless of their leaders’ personal part-
nership. Spanjian’s office developed the

SundayStreets initiative, which closed off a

major street one Sunday in April, May, and
June, and allowed pedestrians to have the

- play. But “it
never would have happened without Susan
producing the event,” Spanjian says. The two
also collaborated on the wildly successful
City Hall Farmer's Market, now in its fifth
year, which re-opened in September. Thanks

freedom to roam, exercise,

to Houston's new prestige as a green leader,

Spanjian will be hosting this year’s national
meeting of the Urban Sustainability Direc-
tors Network in town, with Christian produc-
ing the event.

While the two have been at the vanguard
nt, they

of much of Houston's developme
both agree that much in the city needs to be
improved. “Transportation needs to get on
steroids,” Christian says. Spanjian hopes for
a more dense, centralized downtown, with
an increase in shared transportation and
biking. Christian insists that this vision
can become a reality with more interdepart-
mental collaboration.

As for LGBT programs, Christian be-
lieves that Houston's Pride event could be
“more substantive.” Spanjian wants Hous

ton's Pride events to rival those of cities like

San Franeisco, which has a film festival and
a transgender march, among other ancillary
events

They are both proud of City Hall’s LGBT
progress and its two gay council members,
and thev don’t want to lose momentum. “1
‘\mlld love maore gay people to run for office,”
Spanjie
LGBT eounecil members. We should hav

1an savs '\'\' should have two to four

another mayor in the future [from the LGBT
communityl].”

“I'm equally interested in just having
equality across the board,” Christian adds.
“] want the best mayor possible, whether
they're gay or straight. I want them to be

supportive of the diverse city that we live in

and every one of our cultures. To me, that's
what makes a great city—nothing more and
nothing less.”

They were both impressed by the activism
-l'll_|]‘]'i1i, an |p_\' the Houston I':-|Li:l] lll.l,_'.'ill- Or-
dinance, which passed in May. The ordinance
protects Houstonians from discrimination in
city employment, city services, city contract-
ing practices, housing, public accommoda
tions, and private employment by defining 15
different protected characteristics, including
sexual orientation and gender identity. Over
200 speakers—many of them young—signed
up to deliver public comments to City Coun-
cil, an unheard-of number. “I was so proud,”
Spanjian says. “This issue ignited young
people. They're going to be politically active
and on the right side of history for many
years to come, and support more initiatives
which aren’t necessarily gay or leshian, but
are about making Houston better.”

Since both Christian and Spanjian got
their start in government work while in thei
20s, they believe that empowering young

inns is essential to the citys future
But Christian's advice for young people, and
especially young women., is to stay engaged.
“What I'm seeing with a lot of women is that
they are under a lot of pressure—raising
families, working steadfastly to be |agents
of change in various] fields. Then, at a cer

tain point, you see incredible women step —

p
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Directing Houston pefsiey

back,” she says. “And what I would say to

these women is: we need your leadership and
we need your talents.”

There’s no doubt that Christian and
Spanjian are staying engaged with their
work at City Hall while also making Houston
a better place to raise children. Their son
Eli, who iz nearing three vears old, already
enjoys his central location in Montroze, “We
live five minutes from the train, the zoo, and
the museums—all of which Eli loves and
goes to practically weekly,” Spanjian says
.Illu'_\ are expecting their second son in No-
vember. “It's a great place to raise a family,”
Christian says. “We feel very embraced by
this community.”

With successful citywide event collabo-
rations, a beautiful home, and a growing
family, it seems that Christian and Spanjian
shouldn’t need to change a thing—except
perhaps one. *One of these days, we're going
to pet married,” Spanjian says. The couple is
considering a wedding in California, where
Spanjian’s family lives. “Or Texas will rise
up, and we won't have to,” Christian adds
With a couple this involved in local govern-

ment, .:lu\nli‘lill!: SEems [u:-:-:|||'_'1-_

David Goldberg is a r'<'_L.'.'.'|"..fJ contribitor to

OUTSMART magazine.
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Vote Straight Ticket

DEMOCRATIC
©

The Democratic ticket looks like
Harris County. While Republicans
have cut $5 billion from education,
shut-down women’s health clinics,
and promoted ‘reparative therapy’
for LGBT Texans, Democrats have
been fighting.

We have fought to restore education
funding, we have fought for a
women’s right to choice and equal
pay, and we have fought to bring
marriage equality to Texas.

Democrats lined up to support

the Houston Equal Rights Ordinance
(HERO) while Republicans spread lies
about our LGBT brothers and sisters.

Vote for the Party that supports you.
On Nov. 4th vote straight ticket Democratic.

Early voting is Oct. 20th-Oct. 31st.

Paid Pol. Adv. for Harris County Democratic Party, Lane Lewis, Chair
www. HarrisDemocrats.com

Vote on November 4

Act before someone silences your rights

by Lane Lewis
Photo by Dalton DeHart

efore every election, we hear the
same []]i.l];_f, “The stakes have
never been this high.” “This is the
most important election in our

lifetime.” “Act before someone silences your
rights.”

[t might seem somewhat hyperbolic, but
these warnings have never been truer in
Harris County, Texas, and throughout the
nation. The stakes do keep getting higher,

making each subsequent election that much

more important—espes L..’i]'..\' where [_-1---;15:-
are trying to stifle minority participation
through unnecessary new voting restrictions
disguised as “voter protection.”

The work we do during October and early
November will demonstrate how much wi

want to see progress in Houston, and the

commitment we have to rights that affect our

brothers, sisters, mothers, and fathers

There are races up and down the ballot
that will have long-term impacts, and my
main job as the chair of the Harris County
Democratic Party 18 to help elect Demoerats
We do this by educating voters, making con-
trasts between candidates, highlighting dif-
ferences in policy positions, and encouraging
the vote.

Democracy only works when we exercise
the enfranchisement we are all lucky enough
to have. Politicians depend on infrequent
volers not turning out. If they would get
out to vote, the world would have a much
riendlier hue

The Democratic

Party ended “Don't
Ask, Don't Tell”
and promoted
marriage equality
Democrats gave
seniors Social Se-
curity, women the right to vote and the Fair
Pay Act, African-Americans the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, students the Student AID Act,
and all Americans the Clean Air Act, the
Clean Water Act, and most recently, access
to healthcare. We must continue being the
party of “Yes We Can.”

If everyone would
get out to vote, the
world would have a
much friendlier hue.

Maost of us are familiar with Governor
Perry and the Republican record of “No We
Won't.” This vear, Perry has essentially va-
cated the governor's mansion for weekends
in Cedar Rapids, lowa, and Keene, New
Hampshire, as he prepares yet another presi-
dential run

But as extreme as Perry is, Greg Ab-
bott is much worse. He is running against a
state senator named Wendy Davis to replace
Perry, and Abbott will stop at nothing to put
up hurdles to voting. He has also sued the
federal government to prevent
people from getting healtheare,
and he is working each and
every day to prevent LGBT
couples from having their mar-
riages recognized by the State
of Texas.

A vote for Abbott is a hig
step back on the road to equality, It would
zend a message to the nation that Texas is
not ready to lead on important issues, and
it will have personal consequences for many
reading these words. Plain and simple: an
Abbott administration would be a dangerous
proposition in Texas.

But the stakes are just as high in Har-
ris County. You might not realize it, but we

elect our judges in Texas, and this year there

Proud
Democrats:
Texas gu-
bernatorial
candidate
Wendy Davis
(I) and Lane
Lewis, chair
of the Har-
ris County
Democratic
Party, at

the Toast

to Turning
Texas Blue
held this
past January
at Ware-
house Live.

are a host of judicial candidates who are
working around the cloek to talk to vot-
ers, asking for their support. These are
low-budget affairs, often run on dining-
room tahles next to kids finishing up their
spelling homework and accompanied by
the elanking of silverware being washed
in the sink. There is no money for sharp
TV ads in these races, yet these candi-
dates have more of a direct impact on
your lives than most other state and fed-
eral officials deo.

When we say “justice matters” at my
office, we understand it to mean fairness
We believe it to mean that a Demoeratic
slate of judges will be fair and impartial,
and also bring their personal experiences
to the bench. Real-world experience? Yes,
please! The other alternative is a danger-
oug proposition for all of us.

The Democratic Party is proud to —

OutSmartMagazinecom QCTOBER 2014
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Vote on November 4§

have more openly LGBT candidates on the

206

ballot next month than at any time in Har-
ris County history—fine candidates like
Judge Steven Kirkland and Jim Evans. Jim
Evans, when elected, will be the first openly
LGBT family judge in the entire South. You
would enter Jim Evans’s court if vou wanted
to adopt children. Imagine LGBT couples no
longer being forced to drive to Austin or San
Antonio to adopt children in need of homes
At the top of our county ticket is Kim
Ogg,. who is running for Harris County Dis
trict Attorney. She is a resped ted and trusted
leader, a voice of reason, and supported by
peaple on both sides of the political spectrum
While the consensus is that she would [1'|;1|-;|'
a top-notc h district attorney, her |||l5|_:'|,||-_f
enemy on November 4 will be voter apathy
Harris County is still a Republican place
ind Kim has a “D" next to her name. Addi-
tionally, she lives with Olivia Jordan, her life
partner of 28 years and the mother of their

15-year-old son, Jac

For many vote
traits. That only makes o
my job. It energizes me to ore voters
meeting in fluorescent-lit union halls and
fragrant Mexican restaurants, and to reach
out to our senior voters across the county
Talking to voters is how we win

Lampalgns are not 1 et acience, | need

to talk to more voters and convines them to
vote for my candidates than the other side
does. It is simple arithmetic, and you are

part of that equation. To be suceessful or

election day this year, you must vote. Issues
that you hold close to your heart will be de
cided at the polls on November 4, so staying
home, or being tired, or anything else, is not
an excuse,

We have two weeks of '.-.'1.'|_'\ voting 1n

Texas—or you can vote on Election Day. You

could even vote by mail if vou qualify.
Harris County is not a Republican coun

ty. It is a blue county with low voter turnout

Vote the straight Democratic ticket on

November 4

* because the Democratic Party supports the
city’s H.E.R.O. |law

* hecause your mom relies on her Social
Security check.

* because you have lost friends because they
did not have healtheare.

* because you may want to marry (or stay
married to) the person you love

* because kids attend schools with over
crowded classes and underpaid teachers.

* because all children deserve a safe home,
and same-gender parents can help make
that happen.,

You have everything to gain and nothing

to lose by voting Democratic on November 4.

Lane Lewis 1s Chair of the Harris County
Democratic Party.

Know Your November 4 Ballot
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The 30-Year Fight
for Equality in Houston

A look back at the 1984—-85 referendum

by Dale Carpenter

The good, the bad, and the ugly: (I-r) In 1984, seven years after Houston gay activist Ray Hill protested an appearance of antigay cru-
sader Anita Bryant at a downtown hotel, the city council passed two ordinances prohibiting discrimination against gay people in city
employment. Mayor Kathy Whitmire supported both measures. After opponents gathered enough signatures for a referendum to repeal
the ordinances, those in favor of the repeal brought in controversial psychologist Paul Cameron, who used his antigay rhetoric and fear
tactics to influence voters, especially those in the black religious community. However, not all black leaders shared Cameron’s mental-

ity—farmer U.S. representative Barbara Jordan vocally opposed the repeal effort and was an ally to the LGBT community.

{ ly excerpted n Flagrant
Conduct: The Story of Lawrence
. Tes by Dale Carpenter.
t ©2012 by Dale Car-

;

he recent passage of the Houston
Equal Rights Ordinance by the city
eouncil, followed
by an attempt to
have it placed on the bal
lot to be repealed, recalls
a momentous and divigive
fight in this city three de
cades ago invelving a far
more limited antidiserimi-
nation ordinance and an
ensuing backlash
By 1984, the gay civil rights movement
in Houston was flush with success. Seven
vears earlier, community activists, led by
|,||;|_|]}|s‘ like H:\_\- Hill, had |l_'|L1l'.|]_\' I_'J!'Ilil".":|t'll
the appearance of Anita Bryant, an antigay

crusader, at a downtown hotel event. The
event sparked a movement. In 1979, the four
yvear-old Gay Political Caucus (now called
the Houston GLBT Political Caucus), helped
elect the first woman to the city council
agamst an opponent who dismissed her sup-
porters as “nddwads and homosexuals.”
In 1981, gay voters were seen as instru-

mental in electing the city's first woman

mayor, a liberal named Kathy Whitmire.

“By this time next year very close to all of
them [homosexuals] are going to be infected.
It’s bad enough our boys are being raped” by
homosexuals, [Paul Cameron] said, “but to
have them die because of the rape is worse.”

Two years later, candidates lined up for the
GPC endorsement, which helped install a
progressive majority in the city counecil for
the first time. Politicians who wanted to get
elected to city office could no longer cam-
paign openly on antigay platforms. It was
without question the high point in the early
phase of the city’s gay civil rights movement.
Newstweek hailed the arrival of what it called
“Gay Power in Macho Houston,”

ﬁ‘ chain of events soon shattered any
illusion, however, that gay men and

lesbians might have become a ]?[I!i'.'.l al

powerhouse, It would bring to the surface

all of the enduring stereotypes that homo-

sexuals were perverted and dangerous
in the end, child-molesting eriminals

On June 19, 1984, the eity council
passed two ordinanees prohibiting dis-
erimination against gay people in city
employment by adding
“sexual orientation” to
sections of the city's civil
service code that already
banned discrimination on
the basis of race, color, re-
ligion, age, disability, sex,
and national origin

A poll showed that
Houstonians opposed
discrimination against homosexuals by
a nine-point margin. While the GPC —»
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The 30-Year Fight for Equality . . .

antinued U5

did not initially push for passage of the ordi-

nances (some leaders feared a political back

lash), the group eventually had no choice
to support it. The vote in the couneil wi
en the main nondiserimination ordinance
and 8-7 on a second ordinance that dealt
with affirmative action. Mayor Whitmire
supported both measures. The eloseness of
the votes foreshadowed the political con-
troversy that would ensue. As the council
i

debated the measures pof Ku Klux

Klansmen stood outside the chambers and
chanted, “Death to homosexuals.”

ligious conservatives, who were beginning

age of the ordinances enraged re

to coalesce mto a local and national move
ment of their own as a response to what they
regarded as attacks on traditional moral

values, Within a month, they had eathered

more than 60,000 signatures from voters for

a referendum to repeal the ordinances. The
referendum was set for January 19, 1985.
The winter of 1984—85 in Houston saw

one of the mosl vie iwously antigay political

campaigns ever conducted in the nation. City
ordinances that protected, at most, a few
hundred city workers became a symbaol of the

rulture war being fought across the

country. In Houston, the vote became a refer

endum on homosexuality itselfl

Gay leaders foresaw a serious challenge
A meeting of community activists on Juls
11, 1984, mapped strategy for the coming six

months. The planning group agreed that gay

men and lesbians should remain largely in-

the eampaign. *It is essential

visible during
that all spokespersons be from the non-gay
community,” read the minutes of the meet-
ing. A 15-meémbeéer steering committee would
“work in the background with a city-wide
group of non-gays.” The main, public face of

the campaign committee would “exeludle]

gay activists
At a time when they had supposedly

reached new he

ights of political power, the
city’s gay leadership, in other words, opted

for a closeted st rategy '|‘|L|'_\ would Lry to

hide during the campaign and let others take

the public lead. Unfortunately, straight sup-

port never materialized in anywhere near
the numbers, significance, or dedication the
community hoped for.

With few exceptions, vivie, religious, and
business leaders were spooked by gay-rights
opponents and remained on the sidelines or
even joined the repeal drive. John Goodner,
a council member who had previously scught
and obtained (GPC endorsement but was op-
posed to the antidiserimination ordinances,
formed a group called the Committee for

Public Awareness (CPA) to promote a “ves”
I -

vote on the referendum. It immed

focused attention on the supposed danger

if homosexuality itself, rather than on the

question of whether city workers should be

protected from job diserimination.

The CPA brought Nebraska psychologist

*aul Cameron to Houston to speak. Cam-

eron’s efforts to “convert” homosgexuals into

weterosexuals and his shoddy and distorted
esearch on the allegedly harmful effects of
wmosexuality had caused him to be expelled
rom the American Psychological Associa-
ion. Cameron exploited the public's fears

if AIDS, which was just then entering the
\ational consciousness as a major health

hreat, Speaking at a praver breakfast of the

predominantly black Concerned Pastors and

Ministers of Houston, Cameron advocated a

gquarantine of all gay people to prevent the
spread of AIDS. Unless homosexuals were

removed from society, Cameron told the min-

sters, mankind's very existence would be

mperiled. “By this time next year very close

to all of them [homosexuals| are going to be

nfected. It's bad enough our boys are |':1.'i!]_L'.
-aped” by homosexuals, he said, “but to have
hem die because of the rape is worse.” Even

r later distanced himself from

though Goac
Cameron, the invidious tone was set

CPA campaign coordinator Judi Wilson, a
veteran of Anita Bryant's suceessful effort to

repeal a Miami antidiserimination ordinance

in 1977, said that the goal of homosexuals

was not equality, “but to have control,” In a
letter to voters, the CPA warned that Hous-
ton was in danger of becoming “another San
Franeisco or New York City—a haven for the
ever increasing number of avowed homosexu
als that will move to our City.,” Houston, she
charged, “has been selected [by national

zay rights organizations] as the site of what
amounts to the eritical battleground in the

war on traditional family values.”

nationa
The letter closed with a quote from Annise
Parker, who was then a young GPC leader,
saying that “a victory [in the reféerendum]
would be a signal that it is time to press
ahead [or other goals.”

Another pro-repeal group, L':Empaligu
for Houston, invited volers to a screening of
a sensationalistic 1980 CBS documentary
called Gay Power, Gay Politics just 11 days
before the referendum. In its letter to voters,
Campaign for Houston said the documentary
revealed that in San Francisco “children
may not safely play in the parks without be-
ing exposed to [sic] by men who are meeting
men for ‘anonymous’ sex in full public view:
sadomasochistic parlors have proliferated:
the city's mayor is a pawn of the radical ho-
mosexuals; the public schools are mandated
to teach homosexuality as an acceptable life-
style to the children; and more.”

The city’s business establishment, rep-
resented by the Houston Chamber of Com:-
merce, publicly supported repeal. Led by
former mayor Louie Welch, business leaders
said they feared that protecting gay people —+
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I The 30-Year Fight for Equality . . .
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from discrimination could hurt the city eco-
nomically, driving away commerce and tar-
nishing the city’s image.

Lawyers at prominent Houston law firms
and the president of the Houston Bar As-
sociation also announced support for repeal.
Harvard-educated Scott Brister, a partner
at the respected Houston-based law firm
Andrews Kurth L.L P, (and later a justice
on the Texas Supreme Court), warned that
the ordinances would “protect persons whose
sexual practices might be unhealthy, perhaps
violent, or sometimes abhorrent to the par-
ticular eitizens whom they are to serve.”

In the midst of an epidemic that threat-
ened the public with a deadly, sexually
transmissible virus, medical opinion played
a major role in the campaign to repeal the
ordinance. Campaign for Houston sponsored
advertisements in which local allergist and
religious-right activist Steven Hotze warned
that homosexual men were the “primary car-
riers” of AIDS and that Houston would “be-
come a homosexual mecea if we permit laws
that encourage more homosexuals to settle
here, inereasing the threat to vour health.

Enough is enough.”

Religious leaders also played an impor-
tant part in the repeal. Roman Cathalie
bishop John Morkovsky said those who
supported the ordinances were “perverts.”
Edwin Young, pastor of the Second Baptist
Church, predicted the ordinances would
promote “pedophilia necrophilia, and other
sexual perversions.”

The Harris County GOP strongly backed
repeal. The eounty party's chairman, Russ
Mather, cautioned that if the ordinances
stood, homosexuals would become police of-
licers as a way to have sex with children.
‘T've heard that the first thing homosexuals
do when they join the force is try to infiltrate
the juvenile division,” he said, evoking age-
old fears of gay conspiracies to molest and
reeruit children. “When vou have a homao-
sexual patrolling Montrose, is he a cop first
or & homosexual first?” asked Mather. Not
surprisingly, given the decades-long animos-
ity between the gay community and law
enforcement, the Houston Police Patrolmen’s
Union endorsed the repeal

Antigay forces saw an opportunity to split
the coalition of racial minorities and pro-
gressive white voters. Before the ordinances
passed, Goodner had warned they would
weaken affirmative action for blacks and
other racial minorities because they would be
“pitting born minorities against minorities
by choice.” He predicted gay men and lesbi-
ans would win that contest, leading to more
discrimination against blacks and Hispanics.

On the day of the referendum; which co-
incided with celebrations of Martin Luther

King Jr’s birthday, the Committee for Public
Awareness ran a large ad in the city’s black
newspaper, The Informer and Texas Free-
man. The ad, endorsed by the black Baptist
Ministers Association of Houston, warned
that the ordinance was “the FIRST STEP in
a caleulated scheme by homosexuals to gain
political power and to foree their dangerous
lifestyle on our city and nation.”

Another CPA-sponsored ad, this one in
the Houston Chroniele, featured pictures of
gix prominent black ministers urging repeal
“Let’s not forfeit our hard-won rights to an
artificial minority!” the ad warned. *This is
a moral issue not a diserimination 1ssue.
This is a gay power issue not a civil rights
issue.”

Not all black leaders agreed. Former
U. 8. representative Barbara Jordan, the
first black woman to be elected to the House
of Representatives from the South, apenly
opposed the repeal of the ordinances

Repeal advoeates distributed slick bro-
chures with photographs of schoolchildren
exiting buses that thundered, "No matter
what anyone says, no matter what they prom-
ise or deny or cross their hearts about, you
know what the next step is: protecting the
rights of homosexuals to teach their lifestyle
in the classroom.”

But perhaps the most inflammatory mate-
rial of all was a brochure distributed during
the campaign by Cameron's own Institute
for the Scientific Investigation of Sexuality
(I818). The front cover of “Murder, Violence
and Homosexuality” depicted a voung girl
cowering and screaming in a corner, her
hands attempting to shield her body, as a
l]n'L"-'qui;llli_\. gay) man wielded a hatchet over
her head. The ISIS brochure claimed gays
were unusually likely to commit “sex mur-
ders.” abuse alcohol and drugs, and even have
automabile accidents, It closed with this:

11 these and countless other ways homo
sexuals increase the collective risk of living.
And to what advantage? What do homosexu-
als do for us that makes up for the damage
they do to us? Nothing, nothing at all. There
are no benefits associated with homosexual-
ity, only liabilities—for them and for us
Do we need this grief? Do our children need
to play in a more dangerous world to satisty
the quirks of those given to kinky sex? No
Enough. Homosexuality ought to be sup-
pressed with all deliberate speed, lets |sic]
get on with it.

Supporters of the repeal effort staffed a
200-person phone bank on the eve of the elee-
tion to remind like-minded people to vote,
compared with only 45 phones for the pro-
ordinance group. And the repeal campaign
raised and spent tens of thousands of dollars
more than its opponents.

All of this activity overwhelmed gay-
rights advocates.

The results of the January 1985 —
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Every Voice Matters

The importance of Texas women of color in the Novernber election

by Amanda Williams

n November 4, Texas holds its
first truly competitive election
for governor since 1990, We'll
see Democrat ‘\'n'umi_\- Davis

face off against Republican Greg Abbott for

governor, while Leticia Van de Putte, also a

Democrat, battles Republican Dan Patrick

for lieutenant governor

This important election has the potential
to usher in drastic changes in the arenas

of education, healthcare, pay equity, and

more. It's also an historic moment for Texas

women. The Davis and Van de Putte candi-
dacies are only the fifth time in at least the
past two decades that a party has nominated
women for both governor and lieutenant
governor. Should the all-female ticket win, it
would be the first time that women occupied

Austin’s top two seats concurrently

While groups around the state are con
ducting voter registration drives and getting
the word out about these candidates, the
voter turnout on Election Day will be the
deciding factor in both races. And while there
is much speculation about whether or not
more women will feel empowered to turn out
to vote—seeing that Davis and Van de Putte
are up to bat—it has historically been the
women of color who are the deciding factor in
the Demoerats’ electoral victories across the
country. Not only is this fact important from

a grassroots movement-building perspective,

but recogni-

tion of mi-

nority vot-

BTS ACIOSE

the board

is crucial to

understand-

ing what's really at stake this November.

Take the 2012 election that saw Barack

Obama beat Mitt Romney. Much was said

about 2012's so-called gender gap among

voters, and the common narrative was that
women—whao for the first time turned out
at greater rates and in higher numbers

'"L". No te

Women of color are typically
disproportionately affected by a
slew of policies and restrictions at
all levels of the political spectrum.
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Get out the vote: Carol McDonald speaks at a S5an Anlumu event pmtesllng Texas

Republicans’ funding cuts to Planned Parenthood and access to women's reproductwe
healthcare. Low-income women of color have been especially affected by the state’s re-
cent cuts to funding for family planning and will be looking closely at candidates’ plans
to increase access to these services this election cycle.

than men—were responsible for President
Obama's victory. However, according to a
report by the Center for American Progress
(CAP), while 55 percent of all voting women
voted for President Obama, 76 percent of
Latinas and 96 percent of black women voted
for the president. This left 52 percent of
white women voting for Romney, and only 42
percent of white women voted for President
Obama. So it was only with the overwhelm-
ing support

of women of
color that
Obama was
able to claim a
slim majority
of the overall
female vote. These numbers show the true
extent of just how powerful the voices of
women of color can be.

What we saw in 2012 is a small part of a
big trend that has been going on for over a
decade, The CAP reports that women of color
have been voting at steadily increasing rates
over the last 12 years. In fact, the increased
turnout among all women of color has been
quite dramatic. Between 2004 and 2008,

Latina turnout increased by 21 percent,
versus 8 percent for black women and 17
percent for Asian American women. Black
women almost always turn out at greater
rates than men of color

Although this trend is prevalent
nationwide, voter turnout in Texas as
a whole is extremely low, especially for
women. According to the most recent
Texas on the Brink report, Texas is 51st
(read: dead last) in women’s voter turnout,
and 47th in women's voter registration

Furthermore, the recently enforced
Texas Voter 1D law ig said to make i
harder for minority populations to vote.
This voter ID law requires voters to show
photo identification when voting in per
son. The list of acceptable forms of photo
D) include a Texas driver’s license, an —*
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Election Identification Certificate, a Texas
personal 1) card, a Texas concealed-hand-
gun license, a U.S, military ID, U.S, citizen-
ship certificate, or a U.S. passport.

There are few exceptions to the law, and
opponents of the law state that excluding
certain forms of identification such as tribal
[Ds, student IDs, utility bills, Social Security
cards, and expired driver’s licenses makes
compliance disproportionately more onerous
tor people of color, as well as students and
the elderly. One study conducted by the Bren-
nan Center for Justice shows that while just
8 percent of white voters lack photo identifi-
cation, 25 percent of black voters and 16 per-
cent of Latino voters do not have photo 1Ds.

Marianela Acufia-Arreaza is the Texas
coordinator for VoteRiders, a nonpartisan,
nonprofit organization focusing on making
sure that no eligible citizen is denied his or
her right to vote due to lack of identification.
She says that obtaining an appropriate photo
I} can be more difficult than people think,
especially for peaple of color and women.
“Many women may change their names after
they marry or divorce, and if their name
doesn’t match the name that is on their voter
file, they may be given a provisional |m]|n1
linstead of a regular ballot] at the po
Acunia-Arreaza says

Acuna-Arreaza explains that if the
name on your ID matches perfectly with
the name on your voter file, then you get a
regular ballot. If the names are completely
different, then a voter will be given a pro-
visional ballot. However, if the names are
then the decision is
“It’s tricky, because

“substantially similar,”
up to the poll worker
Latinos and Asian Americans often change
their names when they become naturalized
citizens,” she says. “Some may use two differ-
ent names, and in other cases, their names
may be misspelled. These things are most
common among people of color, making them
at higher risk of receiving a provisional bal-
lot, which won't be counted unless the voter
takes an acceptable ID to the registrar’s of-
fice by the Monday following the election.”
VoteRiders assists people on multiple lev-
els—from helping them with name changes

to navigating the bureaucracy necessary to
obtain a valid photo ID. You can find them

online at voteriders. org.
Elections Have Consequences

Beyond the numbers, why are the voices of
women of color s0 important in this election?
What do they have to lose?

Women of eolor are typically dispropor-
tionately affected by a slew of policies and
restrictions at all levels of the political spec-
trum. They currently represent 53.2 pereent
of uninsured women and, in turn, suffer

from a variety of health disparities. Aceess

to healtheare, reducing the rate of uninsured
citizens, and the decision of whether or not to
maximize funding for Medicaid are big issues
facing our Texas candidates,

The fight for reproductive rights is an
especially important healthcare concern.
Low-income women of color often face various
forms of reproductive oppression, includ-
ing a severe lack of access to contraception,
sexual health edueation, and family planning
services. Sinee 2011, the state has cut family-
planning funding and further restricted
abortion services by closing dozens of clinics
that offered much-needed women's health
services in some of Texas's most underserved
communities like the Rio Grande Valley,
Women of color will be looking closely at the
candidates’ plans to increase aceess to repro
ductive healtheare.

Women of color also have a huge economic
stake in this election. Although women
make 77 cents for every dollar the average
man makes, the wage gap 1s much more pro-
nounced among women of color, with black
women making 64 cents on the dollar and
Latina women making 55 cents on the dollar.
And because 40 percent of households with
children have a female primary breadwinner,
pay equity is an issue all women should be
watching carefully.

Among the other hot-button topics, edu-
cation and immigration will play a bigger
role in determining who the best candidates
are for women of color, and for our state as
a whole, I encourage vou to do your own re-
search to learn where each candidate stands
on these important issues.

For the past several months, Legacy Com
munity Health Services—in partnership
with the Nonprofit VOTE and Neighbor-
hood Centers Ine. organizations—has been
conducting nonpartisan voter registration
drives in clinic lobbies to provide clients with
¢ritical voter information, empowering them
to take part in the democratic process. As
a community healtheare provider that sees

thousands of Texas families every day, cli-
ents trust Legacy staff members to provide
them with this important information that
affects the well-being of all Texas citizens,
Legacy clients are told that their voices are
important and that their vote matters,

Although the issues at the forefront of
this election may affect each one of us differ-
ently, all of our voices are crucial to uphold-
ing our democracy. To be heard, register to
vote by October 6, make sure you have an ap-
propriate photo 1D, and vote on November 4

If yeu have other questions about voting
in Texas, please visit votetexas.gov.

Amanda Williams ts the public affairs field
specialist at Legacy Community Health Ser-
vices and focuses on women's health, human
h'u,fjr"rr'f;”rz_f and eivic engngement. She has a
master’s degree in social work with a political
specialization. You can find her on twitter @
fullfrontalfem.
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Proud’s Pride

An interview with ‘First Comes Love’ photographer B. Proud

by Gregg Shapiro =

GBT people have much to be proud

of, and few people appreciate that

more than lesbian photographer B.

Proud. Her stunning coffee-table
book First Comes Love (Soleil Press, 2014 ),
a collection of photos and corresponding es-
says, celebrates the enduring relationships
of 60 same-gender couples who have been
together for anywhere from 10 to nearly 60
years, The cross-gection of subjects includes
both familiar faces—Prop 8 plaintiffs and
the widow Edie Windsor, Houston’s mayor
Annise Parker and her spouse Kathy Hub-
bard, and the late Barbara Gittings and her
widow Kay Lahusen—as well as couples that
many readers will be meeting for the first
time, who will make lasting impressions.
This book would be a perfect gift for LGBT
Historv Month (Oectober) or for the winter
holidays that are just around the corner.
spoke with Proud about First Comes Love
last month.

for various purposes. To date, only a trailer

Gregg Shapiro: First Comes Love has a is complete, but a longer-length film is being
history as a traveling exhibition of photos,
stories, and video. What was the genesis
of that aspect of the project?
B. Proud; From the
very beginning, | en-

considered.
I originally wanted the photographs in
the exhibition to be presented very large,
as if you were meet-
”This ES our ing these people
real story,
the one
below the
surface, and
is one that
needs to be

told.”

face to face. Orin
the ease of a book,

visioned the project
as a series of photo-
graphs accompanied | wanted them to
by stories. The fill a vertical page.
whole Proposition 8 From the very be-
thing had me very ginning, | intended
this project to be
educational in na-

ture. [ was envision-

angry. and I was
determined to do
what [ could. | basi-
cally knew where ing how it would be

I wanted this to go viewed best by the

from the start. public and how my
[ decided Lo interview the couples on
video with a two-fold purpose in mind: to
have information to write their stories, and
to have footage for films of various lengths

message would best reach the public

How did it evolve into the book First Comes
Love?

As I mentioned, it was my goal from the
outset to bring together a strong enough
collection of images and stories to make a

Face to face: these are just six of the 60 photographs in B. Proud’s First Comes
Love: Portraits of Enduring LGBTQ Relationships.

book. Onee I had a good representative
sample of what I was doing, I made sev-
eral “print-on-demand” books through a
service called Blurb, in order to show to
my subjects and to potential publishers
These were 12°x12" square and very ex-
pensive to make on an individual basis,
but people responded to them quite well
and wanted to buy them even before it
was a finished book/project. So I knew
that I had a good thing. [ also have a
very good friend who designed those first
hooks so they looked great and very pro-
fessional, even if the printing wasn't as

good as offset

Who do you hope to reach with the
book?

continued on page 74
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What is the most important
information | should know
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious
side effects:
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for the treatment of HBV.
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Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:

Take a medicine that contains:
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Take any other medicines to treat
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What are the other possible
side effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD
may also include:

New or worse kidney problems,
including kidney failure. Your
ealthcare prov der should do
blood and unne tests to
kidneys before and
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STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as

a complete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines
before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS.

What should | tell my
healthcare provider before
taking STRIBILD?

All your health problems. Be sure
o tell your healthcare provider if you
have or had any kidney, bone, or
liver problems, including hepatitis
virus infection l],

All the medicines you take, I
including prescription and )
nonprescrnption medicines, vitamins,

and herbal supplements, STRIBILD

may affect the way other medicines

work, and other medicings may affect

how STRIBILD works, Keep a list of

all your medicines and show it ta your

healthcare provider and pharmacist,

Do not start any new medicines while

taking STRIBILD without first talking

with your healthcare provider |

| started my
personal revolution

Talk to your healthcare provider
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

If you take harmone-based
birth control (pills, patches, rings,

shots, etc)

If you take antacids. Take antacids
at least 2 hours bafore orafter you
take STRIBILD

If you are pregnant or plan o
pecome pregnant. It is not known
if STRIBILD can harm your unbom
lh)" Tell your healthcare pravider
rou become pregnant while
taking STRIBILD.

If you are breastfeeding
(nursing) or plan to breastfeed.
Do not breastteed. HIV-1 can
be passed to the baby in breast
milk. Also, some medicines in
STRIBILD can pass into breasi
milk, and it 1s nat known if this

Ask if it’s right for you.

can harm the baby.

You are encouraged

to report negative side
effects of prescription
drugs to the FDA. Visit
www.fda.gov/medwatch,
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of
full Prescribing Information with
important warnings on the
following pages.
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elvitegravir 150mg/ cobicistat 150mg/ emricitabine
200mg/ tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300mg tablets
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Patient Information

STRIBILD® (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets

Brief summary of full Preseribing Information. For more information,

please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is STRIBILD?

* STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adulis who
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD is a complete
regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines.

* STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease
HIV-related ilinesses.

= Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body fluids
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance
of sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood

What is the most important information | should know
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including:

1. Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic
acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem
like symptoms of other health problems, Call your healthcare
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

« feel very weak or tired

= have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

* have trouble breathing

* have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting
» feel cold, especially in your arms and legs

» feel dizzy or lightheaded

» have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2. Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms
of liver problems:

* your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)
» dark “tea-colored" urine

» |ight-colored bowel movements (stools)

* |oss of appetite for several days or longer

* nausea

* stomach pain

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBY may get worse
{flare-up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “flare-up" is when yaur
HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

* Do not run out of STRIBILD. Refill your prescription or talk to
your healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

* Do not stop taking STRIBILD without first talking to your
healthcare provider

« |f you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you stop
taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
» adefovir (Hepsera®)

* aifuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)

* cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)

= ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine
mesylate (D.H.E. 45%, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®,
Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®,
Wigrettes®), and methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

* |ovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)

* oral midazolam

* pimozide (Orap®)

« rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)

* sildenafil (Revatio®), when used for treating lung prablems
» simvastatin (Simcor®, Wtorin®, Zocor®)

* friazolam (Halcion®)

* the herb St. John's wort

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1
medicines, including:

» Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®,
Viread®, Truvada®)

* Other medicines that contain emricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir
(Atripla®, Combivir®, Complera®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®,
Epzicom®, Kaletra®, Norvir®, Trizivir®, Truvada®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:

* See “What is the most important information | should know
about STRIBILD?"

* New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check your
kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. Your
healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if you
develop new or worse kidney prablems.

* Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD.
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may
lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to
check your bones.

« Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat
in the upper back and neck (“buffaio hump"), breast, and around
the middie of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health
effects of these conditions are not known.

= Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your
immune system may get stronger and begin to fight infections that
have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare
provider right away if you start having any new symptoms after
starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
» Nausea
« Diarrhea

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that
bothers you or that does not go away.

= These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more
information, ask your healthcare provider.

= Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects.
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should | tell my healthcare provider before taking STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions,

including:

» If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including
hepatitis B infection

» |f you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not knuwn_if
STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider
if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD.

- There Is a pregnancy registry for women who Lake ar]tmrgul
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in
this registry.

« |f you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD.

- You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk
of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

- Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD can
pass into your breast milk.

- Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed
your baby

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you tak_e.
including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins,
and herbal supplements:

« STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other
medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.

» Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the
following medicines:

- Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc)

- Antacid medicines that contain aluminum, magnesium hydroxide,
or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or
after you take STRIBILD

- Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high
blood pressure

- amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone®)
- atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)

- bepridil hydrochloride (Vascor®, Bepadin®)

- bosentan (Tracleer®)

- buspirone

- carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®)
- clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)

- clonazepam (Klonopin®)

- clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxeng®)

- colchicine (Colcrys®)

- medicines that contain dexamethasone
- diazepam (Valium®)

- digoxin (Lanoxin®)

- disopyramide (Norpace®)
- estazolam

- ethosuximide (Zarontin®)
- flecainide (Tambocor™)

- flurazepam

- fluticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent™ Diskus™,
Flovent® HFA, Veramyst®)

- iftraconazole (Sporanox®)

- ketoconazole (Nizoral®)

- lidocaine (Xylocaine™)

- mexiletine

- oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)

- perphenazine

- phenobarbital (Luminal®)

- phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)
- propafenone (Rythmol™) ‘
- quinidine (Neudexta®) |
- rifabutin (Mycobutin®)

- rifapentine (Priftin®) ;
- risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta™)

- salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when tgken in combination
with fluticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)

- sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil (Cialis®) or vardenafil (Levitra®,
Staxyn™), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare
provider or get medical help right away.

- tadalafil (Adcirca™), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial
hypertension

- telithromyein (Ketek™)

- thioridazine

- voriconazole (Vfend®)

- warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)

- zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking
STRIBILD without first talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.
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[ guess you could say that I'm preaching
to the choir when it comes to the LGBTQ
community. They already understand the
premise of the project, but this book and the
exhibitions give me the opportunity to really
celebrate our long-term couples. Each and
every one of them has thanked me for doing
this work, and I'm honored to be their voice

['m also hoping that as we win the right
to marry across the country, the book stands
as a testament to the vouth of our comm
nity—that ':.Ill'_\' too can have |-'-'1:_{ and loving
I"I'l.!f!l:ll'."-'ll.ifl.\ ”;'.\. ill'_"lilt' |!|!_\-l;'.‘l| book w |||
give young couples who are coming out to
their un-accepting parents a resource to help
further explain who we are, and that they
too can have long and devoted relationships

My real hope, however, is to reach the
general public—particularly those who have
a difficult time accepting us. The best venues
[to exhibit this project in] are not art galler
ies, but rather the more publie forums like
community centers, librarieg, airports, gov-
ernment buildings, and schools

On numerous oceasions at the e
of this work, [ have witnes
the stories or '.\'.I-’-"|Ii1'l;i the videos and wWeep
ing straight people. [ have given lectures
where | have been approached afterwards
by parents of LGBTQ individuals who have
told me that before my talk, they I"'.|!|_'\' had
no idea the extent of the discrimination that
their child faced. Even our best allies have
still learned something from reading these
stories. This is ourreal story, the one below
the surface, and 1s one that needs to be told
Changing the marriage laws does not change
minds. [t takes more than t 10l |’,-|||\||- may
not like the idea of us, but when they get to
know us, we have the opportunity to make a

difference.

Edie Windsor is one of the book’s subjects,
and she also wrote the foreword for the
book. How did Edie come to be invelved?
Edie is an amazing woman and a real icon
in the community. [ began trying to reach
her back in 2012, well before the briefs were
heard in the Supreme Court. I was told

that I needed to go through her lawyer, so |
wrote to her several times. And then [ wrote
to Edie herself several times and sent her
lots of information about what | was doing
As it turns out, two of the [other couples I
interviewed] are actually long-time friends
of hers. They both put in a goed word for me
but Edie was so busy and then so exhausted
from the Supreme Court ordeal that she de-
clined to participate. I waited a while, and
then I made one final effort. I called her, only
to find her answering machine full. So right
before the winter holidays, I sent one last
package with a final pitch and just left it up

to the universe.

It was my birthday in January of 2014. ]
had pretty much lost hope on Edie, and I was
a little grumpy that day about getting older
| was out and about doing errands with my
dog, Soleil, in tow and decided to treat myself

) a decadent coffee drink. So [ stopped in

it a loeal -'hu|:. While I was waiting, my cell
hone rang, and it was an unknown Califor
na number. I almost didn't answer. At the

last minute, | picked up, and the voice on the

other end said, *Barbara? This is Edie Wind-
. l \\(:|_1|q| 1ove 1|s].=z' a part of vour [lJ'tl!L‘c'I._

You are doing great work.” | nearly dropped

the EI]].IﬂL' ] i|i1\.'.¢i|':|]|\' started to shake.

\y heart was pounding. We had a brief
mversation, but she was so busy that we
wuldn't make a date for a photo shoot until
1id-March, two months later. The scene at
1e coffee shop after I hung up was literally
ike that scene from the film When Harry Met

Sally. I started screaming, “Yes! Yes! Yes!”
ind pounding on the table. People just stared

t me. Knowing that my partner was teach

ng a class and not available, I ran outside to

1l my best friend. I just had to tell someone

Lucky for me, our shoot went on as sched-
led, and [ showed up at her New York apart-
nent with my crew on the designated date
Ve spent a lovely and amazing afternocon
vith her. She told us stories and showed us
hotographs, We made a portrait, I inter-
iewed her on tape. And she iI'.{I'l-:'-'E to do
e ||:|'4.-1~.||,‘|,j, We |J:'\:!|3{ -.'|‘..|I!||.-.|;_’II|' ]I' was a

real experience

How did you go about finding the other sub-
jects for the book?

| found subjects through all sorts of means
ind channels. The Internet does have its
blessings at times. [ began by e-mailing my
friends and my network with a paragraph
about what I was doing, and asked everyone
to forward to their conta [ posted on Face-
wok. People saw what I was doing on Face
book and contacted me. When news of my
last exhibition went on the blogs of the Hu-
man Rights Campaign, Freedom to Marry,
mnd The Advocate, 1 started to get contacted
by people and media from around the world
But at that point, [ had pretty much wrapped
up shooting.

['ve been photographing for the Human
tights Campaign for over a decade now, and
['ve made many friends. 1 reached out to all
f those connections. T met the guys on the
-over of my book while photographing the
HRC national dinners year after year. They
vere always there. | reached out to many
organizations and churches, frying to find
the diversity that [ was looking for. Many
f the couples also connected me with other

amazing couples

Why did you choose to include yourself and
your spouse Allison as subjects in the book?

’-f\;(>|'l\'|:m-\ who saw the [Jf'n_ii'l'l and the —

WE ARE THE

NSTANT
"CHANGE

Since 1981, Legacy Community Health Services has been a constant presence

in the lives of LGBT Houstonians. We were there at the beginning of the HIV/

AIDS epidemic, providing testing and linking clients to care. We are still here now,
f f g a

offering comprehensive medical care. For more than 30 years, Legacy has been a

source of comfort for those who traditionally face barriers to care

We are, now and always, constantly here for you.

Adult Primary Care

HIVIAIDS Testing & Prevention
Ryan White Health Care Services
STD Screening & Treatment
Transgender Specialty Care

Waomen's Services
Body Positive Wellness
Nutritional Counseling

Dental Care

Frost Eye Clinic

Behavioral Health Services
Vaccination & Immunization
Pediatrics

The Assistance Fund
On-site Pharmacy

1415 California St., Houston, TX 77006
832-730-4434

LegacyCommunityHealth.org

chway Gallery

Voted Best Art Gallery of 2014

Presents
“When Wood Met Design”
Featuring

Paula Haymond, Wood

and
LeeAnn Gorman, Painting

On View Oct 4 - 30

2305 Dunlavy
Houston, TX 77006
713,622 2408
www.archwaygallery com
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Always remember, what happens in the corners, stays in
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Voted Best Italian 2014
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il mangia poco,
bene, e spe.so!

it

?13 522 1534 | 3215 Westheimer [benwsen Kirby & Rivar Oaks Blvd | | giacomosciboevino.com
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Proud’s Pride Bt T

sample book wanted to know where our
photo was. Everyone insisted that we had to
be included. While the impetus for the proj-
ect began right after our 20th anniversary,

my goal was really to celebrate the rest of our

community, not us. OQur photo was literally
taken a few weeks before the book went to
press, It was freezing on the beach that April
morning. | knew what [ wanted to do and
enlisted the help of a great friend and fellow
photographer to help me out.

The book has a fair share of celebrity
couples—Prop. 8 plaintiffs Paul Katami
and Jeff Zarrillo, Kris Perry and Sandy Stier,
Houston mayor Annise Parker and Kathy
Hubbard, sex educator Annie Sprinkle and
her spouse Beth Stephens, and doc subjects
Ruthie and Connie. What was involved in
getting high-profile names such as these?
They were all interested immediately. IL just
took some time to schedule the shoot, which
sometimes had te happen through their as-
sistants. That was the hardest part. Other-
wise, | just sent them a message, told them
what I was doing, and asked if they wanted
to participate. All of them were very support-
ive and encouraging

Thomas Allen Harris is also quite a ce-
lebrity these days. His film Throwgh a Lens
Darkly is garnering much attention on the
festival circuit. Ruthie and Connie were all
about “spreading the word.” They were great
fun te be with. Annie and Beth came recom-
mended through another couple, Michael and
Dan, and they managed to fit me in right
before one of their performances. I did reach
out to some major celebrities who declined. 1
really wanted to photograph Elton John, but
couldn't figure out how to reach him. And
one TV celebrity cancelled on me at the last
minute when I was already in New York for
the shoot. It was very disappointing. But I
have an amazing group of couples, I think.
I'm really proud of them.

Dan Martin and Michael Biello not only ap-
pear as subjects in First Comes Love, but
also wrote the song that accompanies the
book. How did that come about?

Michael and Dan are the sweetest, most
creative and loving men on the planet. We
met for lunch one day, and during our meet-
ing, they asked if I thought it would be okay
if they wrote a song inspired by the project
They are such talented artists, [ said yes im-
mediately. [ was thrilled and honored. T had
no idea how long that might take, so [ was a
bit surprised when a few months later they
invited Allison and me to their studio to hear
the song. We met with them and had a nice
glass of wine. Dan sat down at the piano and
began to play and sing, and in no time, All-
son and I both were in tears. We knew that it

was the one we had been waiting and hoping
fur. Michael and Dan discussed with us the
idea of having it professionally recorded, and
we jumped at the opportunity. The plan was
to get it recorded and mixed by September 14
(just six weeks later) because we were hav-
ing a big party to celebrate our new federal
rights (thanks to Edie Windsor and others),
our second wedding anniversary, and the
26th anniversary of our relationship. It was
|\-.-r|'[*:‘1_ There were only seven people at our
wtual wedding, but we promised we would
celebrate when we had all of our rights. So
when we finally celebrated, we premiered the
song. It really is amazing, and we have many

more hopes for where that is going.

Were all the subjects at ease before the
camera, or did you have to find ways to
make them more comfortable?
Some couples were definitely more at ease
than others, but as a photographer, I'm used
to having to work with my subjects to get
what I'm looking for. I've had yvears of experi-
nee, and it's fun and exciting to see what we
van produee together through eollaboration
All of the couples were eager to participate,
s0 they were easy to work with and willing to
try whatever I asked.

[ initially started out by doing the in-
terviews first, hoping that they would relax
more after sitting together and talking about
themselves. But I found that the interviews
then took up too much time and the photos

ot short-changed. So I switched the routine.

Not unlike professional assignment work,
[ often tried more than one setup or location
to see what gave the best results. 1 really
didn't want the whole book to be photographs
f couples smiling at the camera. [ wanted to

apture a spe wpial moment between the two
of them—different ._-x]rr'.-.-c:ciun.\. I like the
confident expressions in many of the images.
Some of the couples were surprised at the
shot that I chose, because it was one where
they were not smiling. Sometimes the choice
was guite difficult, because there were sev
eral great moments. I told the couples from
the beginning that T would be asking their
opinion on the photos, but that I would be
making the final choice myself.

There is a history of LGBT people, and par-
ticularly couples, being featured in books
such as Anderson Jones and David Fields’
Men Together and Scott Pasfield's Gay in
America. Did either or both of those books
have an influence on your First Comes Love
Project?

I'm familiar with both of those books, plus
ancther one, Women Together by Mona Holm-
lund and Cyndy Warwick. There are amaz-
ing photographs and stories in all of those
books, but my real inspiration was to make a
book as beautiful as Brian Lanker's I Dream
a World: Portraits of Black Women Who —

The HSPVA Theatre Department Presents

:iInd Smoke

by Tennessee Williams

November 12 & 13, 6 pm ﬂ
November 14 & 15, 7 pm *

November 15, 2 pm

HSPVA Black Box Theatre
4001 Stanford
Houston, TX 77006_,

»

Tickets: www.onstagehspva.org
713-942-1966

Ken MclLeod, LCSW, ACSW
Licensed Clinical Social Warker

Thanks to OutSmart Readers
for voting me o Top Male Therapist
for the fourth consecutive year!
| feel very honored,

5909 West Loop South, Suite 480
Bellaire, Texas 77401
713.628.1776 » kenscounseling@aol.com

Check me out on: Therapick.com or PsychologyToday.com
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Changed America. | was mesmerized by that
book from the moment I saw it. I aspired to
make photographs as powerful as those.
While there are similarities between my
book and those you mentioned, 1 had a some-
what different vision for my project, but we're
all really working towards the same goal
acceptance. In my book, [ wanted to focus on
the longevity factor of our relationships, and
I wanted to include as much diversity as pos-
sible—not just men, not just women, but the
whole L, G, B, T, and Q community. I chose
to present the images in black and white
to strip out all of the rainbow-flag and gay-
pride-parade images that often portray our
community, and ask the viewer to really look
deeply into who these couples are,

Are there plans for a First Comes Love 2,
perhaps to include a broader geographic
cross-section?

Oh my. [Laughs] 1 have to start with selling
this book first! As a self-published author,
I'm quite busy getting this book into the
market. Distributors won't take me because
it's my first book. There are lots of obstacles,
and much to do. There's no one out there
scheduling book signings. It's all me.

That said, I would love to do a sequel
Even with this book, [ had hapes of covering
a broader geographical area—particularly
the Seuth and Midwest, but I just didn't
make it. | could have continued to photo-
graph, but I felt that it was time to get the
book out while the marrage equality debate
was hot, Continuing to photograph could
have put the [n|h'ii|'.-|l 1on date back an entire
vear. | set a deadline and I had to live with it
I was working trying to schedule a few other
couples, but we just couldn't make it happen
before the deadline. | applaud Scott Pasfield
for making it to all 50 states. I did what [
could between my teaching schedule, my pho-
tography business and assignments, taking
care of two relatives over 90 years old, and
trying to be a good partner. I would love to
continue photographing for this project. Just
this merning I heard about two women in
their 80s who have been together for 70-plus
vears. That's amazing! If I can find the fund
ing, I'll continue the work . . . or make a film.

First Comes
Love can be
ordered at first
comeslove.org or
from Lune Soleil
Press (lunesoleil
press.com).

Gregg Shaptro
ailso writes about
Muary Lambert
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Bering Memorial United Methodist Church in Montrose is ‘a lighthouse to the LGBT community’

by Donalevan Maines
Photo by Tom Fricke

or more than 25 years,” says
senior pastor Rev. J. Ernest
“Ernie” Turney, “Bering

Memorial United Methodist
hurch has been a lighthouse to the LGBT
ymmunity, a safe haven, a place to come and
ot be judged, to serve God in joyful worship
ind to be helped in many, many ways.”

From its beginnings in 1848 as part of
1 mission conference for Ger fIMan-spe aking
mmigrants in Houston, the congregation pur
posed to be a group of Christians who don't
just talk the talk, but walk the walk, explains
Mark Albright, the chureh’s historian

The congregation at 1440 Harold Street
in Montrose got the opportunity to show the
LGBT community how God works through
ita members when the AIDS epidemic began
to wreak its devastation in the 1980s,

“We started what became Bering Omega
Community Services,” says Turney. “We
funded a dental clinic and an adult day-care
CEnLe
peaple with HIV."

The church’s Wednesday
Night Spiritual Support

r and acquired a residential hospice for

Group for people with or

iffected by HIV became the

cornerstone of the Bering

Support Netwark (BSN .

[t's one of the longest-running HIV/AIDS
suppert groups in the country, already sery-
ng more than 4,400 people.

Rew, Jerry Goree, the support netwaork
director, says the church’s practice of cel-
ebrating Holy Communion at every Sunday
service can be traced back to the 1980s,
when the church held “three, four, sometimes

five funerals a month
“People weren't sure if they would ever

have another Communion if it was every
three months,” he explains
Albright joined Bering after moving from

Pennsylvania to Texas in 1979 to perform
in the musicals Lone Star
and Annte Get Your Gun in
CGalveston,
*I grew up as a preacher’s
I liked it.
It worked for me, 1 was a

klli,- |H' says. ad

loquacious and precocious

child and my father was a United Methodist
Church elergyman in the Central Pennsyl-
vania Conference, He served wonderful little
churches in Central Pennsylvania.”

Albright, who now lives in Montrose and
teaches history and economics at St. Agnes
Academy, a Catholic college preparatory
school, says, “Out of the blue, | ended up
volunteering for one of Kathy Whitmire's
campaigns for mayvor. | met Bering’s then-
pastor’s wife, and she invited me to attend
Bering. | did. and I staved.”

Waorship services on Sundays are held at
82:30 a.m. in the church’s chapel and 10:50

A safe haven: Bering Memorial United Methodist Church’s mission is “to joyfully share
God'’s love for all the world through committed word and action.”

a.m. in the sanctuary, says Albright.

tional and formal.

casual, but services are tradi-

“The weekly attendance hovers

around 180 people,”

sayvs Albright. *

Itsa

wonderful assembly, with rich, spiritual

worship. There's a great deal of shar-

ing and talking before and after—and

during—the service. You feel a powerful

connection to the community.”

In November 1991, Bering became

a “Reconciling Congregation” when its

membership voted to adopt the UMC's
which states:

“Reconciling Statement,”
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No Judgments Here &

We proclaim that all people are created

in the image of God and affirm that each
person, regardless of age, economic status,
faith history, ethnicity, gender, mental or
physical ability, marital status, sexwal
orientation, or gender identification, is a
beloved child of God and worthy of God's
love and grace.

As such, the church's waork is guided
by core principles of: (1) personal and
social holiness; (2) peace with justice; (3)
resisting oppression with a commitment
to ending institutional racism, sexism,
and economic injustice; (4) integrating
sexuality with spirituality; (5) hospital-
ity; (8] full equality in membership, ordi-
natien, and marriage for LGBT children:
(7) stewardship; and (8) committing to
honesty, integrity, excellence, equality,

justice, dignity, civility, diversity, inclu-

gion, and creativity,

“I started coming to Bering Church in
1892." says Goree, describing himself as
“late,” not coming out until he was 43. “I
had so much shame,” he explains. “I was
in denial for so long. I always knew that
GGod loved me; my problem was with God's
people. Some Christians are so judgmen-
tal, sometimes.”

At Bering, says Goree, who's now 70,

MiDTOWN VETERINARY

Your Neighborhood Pet Care Solution
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1434 W. Alabama 5t. = Houston, TX 77006
(713)528-4900 main » (888)504-9008 fax

“I met people in similar situations.”

His own personal struggle “was very good

preparation,” he says, for serving as BSN's
director, as well as Bering's minister of
congregational eare. “I can relate to so many
people and their needs.”

“Jerry has been working here a lot longer
than I have,” says Turney, whose assignment
as Bering’s senior pastor began in Septem-
ber 2008. He and his wife, Ann, arrived a
few days before Hurricane lke hit Houston,
“We were without electrieity for the next
three and a half weeks,” recalls Turney. “It
took nine months before we were back in the
fellowship hall, but our homeless ministry

Open Gate] never missed a beat,”

Open Gate is & ministry for teens and
young adults ages 18 to 24 who are homeless
or at-risk street youth in the Montrose area
and who regularly congregate within a 10-to-
12 block radius of the church.

“Although they come from all areas of
Houston and bevond, we have recognized the
need to be the church to these voung people
in particular,” according to a statement on
Bering's website, beringumc.org. “It is our
intent to provide a safe sanctuary, free from
the biases and discriminations they face on
the street. The ministry attempts to engage
these youth in healing moments in an atmo-
sphere of radical acceptance and reconcilia-
tion. We focus on the essential spiritual core

HospriTAL

Fri. 8a - 6p
Sat.Sa-2p

it B
yelnospiai.com

In the Heights

Thank You
OutSmart
Readers!

Mon., Tue,, Thur,

Wed. & Sun. closed

of the gospel message: trust, hope, and love,

Beginning with feeding their bodies, it is our

goal to nourish and guide them so that they
will find their God-given gifts and be able to

lead preductive grace-filled lives.”

Turney also teaches a new member/Meth-

odism class that explains the history of the
Christian church, theologian John Wesley's
understanding of salvation, and the history
and structure of Bering Memorial UMC

In 2008, the church announced its *mis
sion statement” as follows: Bering's mission

€ -'.r.'rle

is to joyfully share God's love for all
I’hl“l’lrfl."rlllf our committed word and action as
seekers of Jesus Christ.

The church’s website also explains, “Ber-
ing continues to be a leading voice in the
movement for full inclusion of LGET persons
in the life of the United Methodist Church.
Homophobia, gender inequality, racism, an
unjust American penal system, wealth in-
equality, poverty, and homelessness are just
of few of the other issues about which the
Church needs to have a voice in the dialogue
Looking to the future, we are constantly
seeking to discern how Bering's voice can
make the most difference, as we strive to
mirror the all-inclusive, reconciling love of

Jesus Christ in the world.”

Donalevan Maines wrote about Marcus: or
the Secret of Sweet in the September 2014

issue of OUTSMART magazine,
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Seeing Music

Amber Galloway Gallego not only interprets for rock stars, she’s one herself

by Megan Smith

apper Kendrick Lamar is spitting
verses like no other during his
performance at Chicago's 2013
Lollapalooza music festival. The
hass is booming and the crowd is going wild.
But Lamar isn't the only one killing it on
stage—Amber Galloway Gallego, an Ameri-
ean Sign Language (ASL) interpreter who
specializes in music interpreting, is right
there along with him, giving it her all to pro-
vide the festival's deaf attendees with proper
communication access so that they can have

a concert experience just as fantastic as their

hearing counterparts. And she's rocking La-
mar’s lyrics—expletives and all.

But little did Galloway Gallego know that
an audience member recorded her perfor-
mance and uploaded the video to YouTube,
she can now say
one that's

Four millian views later,
she’s the star of a viral video
heen featured on numerous online outlets
including Buzzfeed and Huffington Post.

A Houston transplant and a native of
San Antonio, Galloway Gallego explains that

she's grown up with deaf people from the
time she was five years old, when her dad

dated a woman whose son was deaf. She then
had a babysitter who had two deaf children,
and in high school she was the trainer for
the football team when a deaf player tore

lJi:‘. \(\L
and needed
therapy.

When
Galloway
Gallego
started com-
munity college in San Antonio, she befriended
the school’s group of deaf students, who began
to teach her ASL. *I would finish classes and
go hang out with the deaf community,” she
says. "They taught me every day.”

Although she planned on studying physi-
cal therapy, a deaf counselor at her college
encouraged her to pursue interpreting in-
stead. “She said “You have a knack for this,”
Galloway Gallego says. Having a hatred for
English and grammar, she originally ignored
the suggestion. Finally, her counselor drove
her to the interpreting program and made
her give it a try. “It's kind of like my stars

were aligned,” she says. “I just didn’t really

“1 see them jamming with their
hearing counterparts, and that
makes everything worth it.”

pay attention to them.” She went on to
earn her master’s degree i ASL/Englhish
interpreting, and 1= certified on the state
and national level.

Loving to surround herself with
friends, Galloway Gallego explains it was
at a house party that she first realized
she had a talent for music interpreting
When she spontaneously got up and
started interpreting a song that came on
the stereo, her deaf friends looked at her
euriously. She explains that they didn’t
know what she was doing because they
had never seen music interpreted like
that before
relay the instruments, lyrics,

using whole-body gestures to
and feel of
the music. *They really didn't even real-
ize that music has so many layers to it,
and all the different rhythms that come
about,” she says. “So many interpreters
base their interpretations |solely] off the
us and

words, That's not what moves

evokes [an emotional respense] when we
listen to music.”

Galloway Gallego then got involved
with the San Antonio Stock Show and
Rodeo in 2002 after watching the show's
deaf attendees during concerts. They were
hardly paying
attention to the
performances,
she says, be-
cause the inter-
preters looked
more like they
were interpreting for a eity couneil meet-
ing than for a concert—very stiff and
word-for-word. “Just seeing words come
across is boring,” Galloway Gallego says.
She approached rodeo officials, showed
them what she could do, and inquired
about helping coordinate interpreters —+
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SEEiI'Ig MIISi‘c continued from previous page

for their cancerts. They agreed to let her take

aver, and for the next few years Galloway
Gallego and others she helped coordinate did
interpreting at each of the rodeo’s nightly
concerts—including for Destiny’s Child, Gal-
lll‘v‘-'é'l_\ [:JI”L‘_‘_:'“.!" first live concert to interpret,
She first arrived on the music festival

scene in 2005 after a

fiend brought her
in to work as a volunteer for Austin City
Limits—a festival that previously had little
sueccess with their interpreters. The deaf

audience loved her interpreting, and she has

been working with the Austin festival ever
since—in addition to other festivals like Lol-
lapalooza and Austins SXSW. “Right now,
our culture is just inundated with music,
more so than it was 20 years ago,” she savs,
“The younger deaf are all about music. My
nephew, who is deaf, loves music. [ download
music to his iPod all the time. He's profound-
ly deaf, but he loves to feel the vibrations and
he loves being part of that culture.”

When asked what defines a good music
iterpretation versus a bad one, Galloway
Gallego explains that most eoncert interpret-
ers simply have the lyrics in front of them,
signing off of printed pages. “It’s like a bad
stereo system where the speakers [have a lot
of| static,” she says. But ( };1]]--“'”",' Gallego
spends hours researching an artist’s back
ground, their songs, and their influences
She then memorizes all potential songs that
the artist could perform, as interpreters are

rarely given a set list beforehand. “I memo
rize all the songs, and 1 figure out what
they're trying to say, and I change it into
ASL," she says. “Then [ bring the message
and its t't[!lil—'.lll'll‘. to where [deaf audience
members] experience everything on the same
level as all the hearing people. That's what
interpretation ig supposed to be. I see them
jamming along with all their hearing coun-
terparts, and that makes everything worth
it—all the countless hours that I can’t bill for
and can't get paid for.”

While the hearing population can simply
purchase a ticket and attend a concert, it's
not so simple for the deaf community. The
Americans with Disabilities Act requires
that businesses—in this case concert ven-
ues—provide deaf customers with interpret-
ers if requested. However, deaf concertgoers
typically have to request an interpreter two
to four weeks out, Galloway Gallego says,
and then fight for the particular interpreter
that they want. Venues will often hire the
cheapest interpreter available without
checking their credentials to see if they're
gqualified, she says. “When a deaf ecommunity
member says ‘I want this interpreter,’it's [a
request] bazed on their language need,” she
says. “It’

s just like if you had to think about
who was going to be your voice, and vou had

20 people to pick from. You would know who

would be the best voice for you. I just think
the hearing community doesn't get it. They
think they have to fill a gap and they're fill-
ing it with a body. And that’s unfortunate
because they're taking away that life expe-
rience from a deaf person every time they
make that decision.”

3ut Galloway Gallego knows she can't
change the way concerts and other perfor
mances are interpreted all by herself. That's
why she founded her own company, Amber

(7 Produetions, which she calls a network of

musie interpreters—both hearing and deaf
that “knew how to rock it.” “It’s just like any
other speeialty,” she says. “If you had a nose

problem, you wouldn't go to your regular doc
tor, you would go to an ENT. It's the same
thing with us—we are a specialty.”
When asked about her viral video, Gal-
way Gallego laughs. “They got me from the
worst angle!” She says she couldn't care less

ibout celebrity status, but is grateful the at-

ention has given her the opportunity to share
er work and advocacy for the deaf communi-
v with more people. “We're not just getting up

-k
here and flailing

our arms,” iaya. “There’s

1 whole process behind what we're doing, and
this is my profession. 've received nothing
t love from the deaf community because
hey've supparted me 100 percent and have
been behind everything that I've done. They

know that my heart and my intentions are all

ibout bringing the deaf community into light
30 there will be access for them.”
CGalloway Gallego even got to share her

vork with Jimmy Kimmel, who had her
Hong with ASL interpreter Holly Maniatty
nd deaf performer/interpreter JoRose Ben-
ield (who does contract work with Amber
3 Productions}—on his show for a *Sign
Language E\':l[l Battle” last \.]tll The three
vomen took turns interpreting for rapper
Wiz Khalifa as he sang his song “Black &
Yellow™ live, “Wiz Khalifa was phenomenal,”
i 'rzi]ils\\'.'ilx' (Ga ”:-gf; 5ays. ”i‘- |'|'¢I-||_\' one of the
sweetest people I've met. And his whole crew
Was _il.'.-l z0 kind to us. It was a lot of fun to be
ible to do that.”

Rap isn't the only kind of music Galloway
Gallego likes to interpret, either. “If you ask
inyone, they'll tell you, ‘Any song is Amber’s
avorite,” she says. She loves interpreting
legan and Sara, The Indigo Girls, Eminem,
ind Amanda Palmer, just to name a few

Interpreting also led Galloway Gallego,
who identifies as a lesbian, to the love of her
life, After moving to Houston in 2005, she
started teaching interpreting classes and in-
terpreting for other college courses. She later
reconnected with [lija Gallego, whose psychol-
ogy class she had interpreted for, at a friend’s
harbecue. “We hit it off and became best
“And 1t just
weidentally happened that we fell in love.”

friends,” Galloway Gallego says.

lija, who identifies as a transman, transi

tioned in 2009 and the two married legally —»
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n 2011. *So we definitely don't fit any of the

stereotypical norms of who I'm supposed to
he with,” Galloway Gallego says. “But that's

ust kind of the nature of who I am.”
Galloway Gallego notes that she also does

in LGBT workshop for the signing world,

eaching appropriate sign and word choices

to interpreters to ensure the deaf LGBT

ommunity is represented properly. And

she works elosely with Houston-based trans
dvoeate Lou Weaver to provide interpreting
ervices at many trans community events.

[f you imagine the LGBT community and
ww underserved it is, now think about the
LGBT deaf community,” she says. "There is a
irge group of deaf that attend the [Houston]
Pride parade, and Pride [organizers| never
wrovide sign language interpreters, This is
something that the community eould make
ure to do.

“Deaf |'||'u[|:,|‘ have to fight i|i|i|_‘-' for their
wn basic human rights—for communica-
ion,” she adds. “It’s unbelievable to me that
n 2014, they're still having to fight like this

'hat’s what I'm trying to change.

Amber Galloway Gallego will be interprefing
the Austin City Limits music festival on
October 3-5 and 10-12. For mon

n Amber ¢ Produetio

7
1cirons, com
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Open ‘Heart’

An interview with out singer/songwriter sl @Relealssas

by Gregg Shapiro
Photo by Autumn de Wilde

ary Lambert is nothing if
not grateful for her new
found popularity. The out
singer/songwriter and per
ormance poet's swift and metearic rise to
ame occurred via her collaboration with
he duo Macklemore and Ryan Lewis on

he groundbreaking song “Same Love.” A

fouTube sensation and hit single, the song
eceived Grammy Award nominations and
vas performed live during the Grammy
lecast that featured a mass wedding

neluding several same-gender couples

hereafter, Lambert released

the Weleome fo the Age of My Body EP,
featuring “She Keeps Me Warnm,” a

r that expanded on her contribution
to “Same Love." 1 spoke with Lambert

last month about her career and new

ithum, Heart on My Sleeve (Capitol),

which 15 due out this month

Gregg Shapiro: Mary, I'm sure you've been
asked about your Grammy performance
with Macklemore and Ryan Lewis a million
times, but now that there is some distance
between that night and now, what was the
experience like for you?

Mary Lambert: It's a life-altering experience.

Performing for that many people and being
nominated for a
Grammy is piv-
otal enough for
in individual.
jutl what the
wong stands for
|1(| '.k'!'|:|t ]'IE.
singing about
ind what I've written—that to me 13 more
eratifying. The actual content and the social

mpact; it was life-changing for me. I feel so

ortunate that this is the song that will be re-

nembered for years to come. 1 feel very lueky
that it's the song for which [ will be known,

or sure.

“I'm so hungry for
connection. | believe
the way to achieve
that is vulnerability.”

I'm glad you mentioned the social impact.
Your religious upbringing also plays a role
in your artistic life. What kind of an impact
do you think your work is now having, if any
at all, on conservative religious organiza-
tions such as the evangelical church with
which you have been involved?
I'm not sure if it has. I feel like I've been out
of touch in terms of those actual

communities

Have they reached out to you
at all?

I have been working with soms
churches that have reached out.
I do think that Christianity and
the whole evangelical sect i= in a shift right
now, But | don’t know if' I am solely respon-
sible for that. [ do feel that there is a shift

towards the idea of gay marriage

“She Keeps Me Warm,” the full-length song
that grew out of your "Same Love” collabo-
ration with Macklemore and Ryan Lewis,

is featured on your Welcome to the Age of
My Body EP. What was involved in deciding

We heart Mary: openly queer singer/songwriter Mary Lambert
bares her heart, tackling issue like mental health, body image, and
lady-loving on her new album due out at the end of this month.

what you wanted to include on that disc?

| wanted to make the EP an introduc-

tion to who [ am. [ wanted *She Keeps
Me Warm” on there. There was a push to
have it in a collection of songs and to have
it out and make a statement about who I
am and what I do. “Sarasvati” is on there
too, and that's very confessional—a deeply
emotional song to 2ing. “Body Love™ 18 on
there, and that's an encompassing idea of
what 1 do. They all speak to those differ

ent lorms

I'm glad you mentioned “Body Love,”
because the EP opens and closes with
the spoken-word tracks “Body Love Part
1” and “Body Love Part 2,” and your new
full-length album Heart on My Sleeve —
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contains the poem "Dear One,” while the
new song “Sum of Our Parts” also puts your
poetic skills on display. Who are some of
your favorite poets?

[ have so many! [ was fortunate enough to do
a little stint with Andrea Gibson, who 18 ong
of my favorite poets, Buddy Wakefield and

Shira Erlichman, too

Heart on My Sleeve opens with “Secrets,” a
song that does a fantastic job of exhibiting
your sense of humor. How important do you
think it is to maintain a sense of humor as
an artist?

I don't think it is for everybody. [ know it is
important for me. [ think the topics I talk
about can be really heavy. I'd like there to

be some sense of relief through [my humor|
so I'm not making everybody cry through an

entire show, There's -~='1]'|e-_ir|_\ in it, too, It's

probably because I'm elinically bipolar. Part
of being an extreme person is the capacity for
extreme joy. Fun, tongue-in-cheek writing

also has the capacity to be vulnerable, mayhe

heartbreaking writing

Guest rappers on tracks are nothing new,
and your song “Ribcage” features K. Flay
and queer rapper Angel Haze. Why did you
choose to work with them?

['m a huge fan of both of those women. | met
K. Flay about two years ago in Austin during
SXSW. I was such a fan of hers already, and

I was so excited to meet her. We really hit il
off. 1 guested at a couple of her concerts and
surprised the audience. That was pretty fun.
She and I have been friends. I have equal
admiration for Angel Haze. I think she’s one
of the fiercest MCs making music today. 1
think she'’s so on-point with her writing and
emotional intensity. [ resonate with her What
really solidified it was her song, and video, for
“Battle Cry;,” which I thought was so valnera
ble. It was so open of her to discuss trauma in
such a way. It shook me in a really beautiful
way. That was when I knew I had to have her
on the track as well. Throughout the record
ing process, I'd been asked to have multiple
rappers on the tracks. [ was hesitant to have
any rap, because I would like to step out of
that capacity in which people know me. But
this felt like the absolute right thing to do.

It felt so good to have two absolutely f-king

fierce female MCs on it. [Laughs|

Hearts are a recurring theme on the new
disc. You make mention of hearts in the title
cut, “Ribcage,” “When You Sleep,” “Wound-
ed Animal,” and “Monochromatic.”

Wow! [ honestly didn't even realize it! I
mean, | knew it was the title. [Laughs] 1
didn’t even think about it! I talk a lot about
my heart. The heart is a metaphorical thing
we deseribe as the vessel in which we connect

continued on page 125

Flame On!

Andy Bell discusses Erasure’s dancey new album ‘The Violet Flame,’
being a bareback saint, and why Joan Rivers was so awesome |
by Lawrence Ferber
Photo by Joe Dilworth

rasure’s Andy Bell ian't one for
trends. On the afternoon of Apple’s

Cry ranticipated iPhone 6 an-

nouncement in early September,

with the Internet and social media abuzz

vith details and consumer frenzy to buy

ne (and some anti-Apple snark), he simply

couldn't care less, “People are just mad,” he
juses. “It's like the ice bucket ¢ h;i”t'ﬂ_‘.h' —it's
idiculous.”

Dance music, however, is never

ut of style with the 50-year-old

rontman. Hizg recent single with V| -y -y
Dave Aude, “Aftermath,” hit #1

]

: ﬁf Gay and straight: out musician Andy Bell (I, pictured here with straight
Dol Tl ¥ Erasure bandmate Vince Clarke) finds a fresh start with a new album
and a new romance. Erasure comes to Houston's Bayou Music Center

October 10 and 11.

in Billboard's dance charts, while

‘rasure’s new album, The Violet
“lame | Mute), percolates with con-
agious ditties driven by the puls-
it puts me into a folk [ think that has to do with growing up
frame of mind. You start
sounding all folky. So hav-

ing electronic melodies of longtime

andmate Vince Clarke. The pair as well, but when you've found your ideal

Tz Jicked “filerne

is currently supporting the album = partner you don’t need to do that any

ing the synth as a backdrop gave it more of a more. Which isn't to say you're not going

dance impetus. | don't think you can do that

vith an international tour.
One standout is the opening track, “Dead to write an unrequited-love song, because
that's just the way singers are, | think."

In fact, there's plenty of drama—rela-

f Night.” an instantly catchy, elubby track too many times because it would wear out,

that owes a debt to EDM pioneer Giorgio but when I'm working with other people |
tionship and otherwise—going on in T/

Violet Flame's songs. “*Smoke and Mir

love doing that, especially with DJs”
While Era-

SUTE’s previous

Vioroder. “I was channeling Donna Summer

for a while,”
rors,” Bell says, entails “a true showbiz

“Some of the songs don't
reflect very well on the gay
scene! One song is called ‘This
Gay Thing Isn't Working.”

Bell elaborates,
outing, the 2013 story which is about how wicked you can
holiday album

Snow Globe, was

because 1 love

rorgio Maoro be to the person that'’s helping you the

ler and love most,” while “Reason” represents “a prom
a comparatively ise to be faithful”

somber affair

15 early work.
When Vince and 3ell eredits producer Richard X —
were talking that served as
ibout writing the album, I said T want to a goodbye prayer for Bell’s late partner/man-
ager, Paul Hickey (who died in 2012), The

Violet Flame “is the flipside, almost like hav-

vrite with a synth instead of piane and gui-

ar, because once I hear those guitar chords,
ing a new page and fresh start,” he shares.
Happily partnered today with Miami-based
Stephen Moss, where the album was written
and recorded, Bell admits, “T feel fulfilled. 1
feel so lucky and fortunate, and we're really
balanced, I don’t find myself chasing my tail.
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with helping him craft the lyrics for these
songs, while modernizing and freshening up
Clarke's signature electronic sound. “Rich-
ard's very disciplined, and it was good to
work in a less haphazard wav than usual”
Bell says. He helped with the words as well,
hecause my brain was fried. I had done the
[Dave Aude record, and also the 2014 iPop
record with the two guys from Shelter, and
[ did all the vocals for Torsten. 1 was almost
wringing my brain for words!”

The Torsten Bell refers to a one-man
musical, Torsten the Bareback Saint (saint-
torsten.com), which ran at Edinburgh Fringe
Festival last month. Portraying the titular
character, a century-old, possibly immortal
polysexual, Bell sings his way through 22
songs (the album’s available on iTunes) about
lovers, dalliances, disappointments, and
(UeErness.

“It was quite heavy,” he shares. *One guy
came from the theater in Manchester and
said he hated it, so I'm not sure if it was too

close to his own thing. Some of the son
don't reflect very well on the gay scene! One

s0ng is

So I think it w as |J1'Li|).|ll:‘,' 1 bit too close to

the knuckles, But mast of the people who saw
it enjoyed it. It was very emotional and tear-
ful to perform—it wasn't bells and whistles
like Erasure”

Bell says that he hopes to eventually
bring the show stateside to San Francisco
and New York City for engagements, and
that a Tersten part two and three are in the
works. “One of my ambitions was to be like
a living soap opera, and 1 think Torsten is
that,” he adds.

Bell, who is HIV-positive, regularly sup-
ports and appears at events for AIDS-related
organizations like the U.K.s Terrence Hig
gins Trust, He praizes the late Joan Riv-
ers for an occasion when he was slotted to
appear at a London gay club, but when he
got sick, she filled in and donated her fee to
AIDS research. As for the “bareback”™ part
of the musical’s title, which is as provocative
and polarizing a term as there is in modern-
day gay eulture, Bell explains, *I don't think
it’s about barebacking as such, but it's about
your own sexuality belonging to yvou. There
should be no rules as long as you're not hurt-
ing anybody or putting them in danger, un-
less it's not a mutual-consent situation. Sexu-
ality should be infinite, Even saying ‘gay’
and ‘straight’ becomes a pigeonhole.”

See Erasure tn Houston on October 10 and
11 at Bayou Music Center. Details/tickets at

Erasl ?'['I'IJ;{?. COT.,

Freelance contributor Lawrence Ferber is
co-writer of the award-awinning 2010 gay
rom-com Bear (-"it.\" and author of its 2013
novelization.

alled “This Gay Thing Isn't Working.’

A Restless Artist,

Still Untamed

Devon Britt-Darby has packed a lot of living

into 44 years, but he's far from done

by Brandon Wolf

rtist Devon Britt-Darby says the
only thing he ever really wanted
from life was to have an interest-
ing one. Looking back on his 44
ears, it's fair to say that he has accom
L.
2aised in Mundamentalist churches while
rrowing up in Alvin, Britt-Darby has
m to rub elbows with porn stars, politicians,

plished his

md socialites, partyving on vachts, and inter-
viewing celebrated artists—from pop sculp-
wr Claes Oldenburg to actress Tilda Swin-
ton—along the way. He's also had thousands
of doors slammed in his face, seen the inside

of one psychiatric hospital and a couple of
il cells, and sat eross-legged and shivering
in pre-dawn darkness at a Zen temple, star-
ng at the wall and searching for enlighten
ment—or at least for the wherewithal to
make it until the morning bell rang.

Growing up in Alvin, Texas

Britt-Darby was actually born Douglas Britt,
n 1969, in Texas City, but mostly grew up

n Alvin. His family attended fundamental-
ist churches, but Britt-Darby drifted toward

ignosticism by age 16, around the time the
family moved and he transferred to Klein
Forest High School in northwest Houston.
He came out during his last semester in high
school, attend-
ing HATCH
meetings at

Tirst Unitarian
Tniversalist
thurch, and -
oing on to serve I'I'Iy bOdY.
on the board of

the Gay and Lesbhian Students Association at
the University of Texas at Austin,
Despite doing well his freshman vear,

the restless Britt-Darby dropped out, got a
British work permit, and moved te London,

vhere he was a bartender in a gay pub. After

1 year abroad, he returned to Austin and

“My spiritual vision
grew, and | learned
how to be present in

Devon Britt-Darby, who is the public
affairs director at Blaffer Art Museum
at University of Houston, is seen here in
2013 when he was visual arts editor at
Arts+Culture Texas.

found work as a door-to-door canvasser,
which took him to dozens of cities around
the country and sparked a lifelong love of
the open road.

In 1994, the 24-year-old moved to Boston
and took classes at Massachusetts College
of Art and Design, studying photography,
painting, and video. For the next three and
a half yvears, he alternated classes with tele-
fundraising shifts on behalf of progressive
nonprofits.

In 1997, he moved to San Francisco,
intending to transfer to the San Francisco
Art Institute, But he soon gravi
tated to Zen Buddhism and, for
the next yvear and a half, took
up the semi-monastic practice of
a live-in Zen Center student.

Britt-Darby savs of this
time, “My spiritual vision grew,
and I learned how to be present
in my body.” He worked through the anger
and guilt from his youth, and grew more at
peace with himself.

A Really Dramatic Change

In 1999, Britt-Darby read the phrase “aging
boy's body” in Michael Cunningham’s novel
Flesh and Blood and immediately joined a
YMCA gym. Mainly “hoping to ward off grav-
ity.” he was surprised to see more dramatic —+

QutSmarth

Top to bottom (pun intended):
* 2009 - Devon Britt-Darby,
then known as Douglas
Britt, is named new society
reporter for Houston Chroni-
cle, along with Lindsey Love.
« Britt-Darby at James
Melchert’s Changes at
Contemporary Art Museum
Houston, June 10, 2010.

» 2011 - Douglas Britt mar-
ries Reese Darby, at Tony's
Corner Pocket, November
18, 2011, in a performance
art entitled Art Gay Marries
a Woeman. He wanted to
show how a gay man can
inherit 1,200+ legal rights in
a couple of minutes—by
going through the charade
of a straight wedding.

» Britt-Darby models for

a class at the Glassell
School of Art in 2013.
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A Restless Artist, Still Untamed

wed from previous page

changes to his body. He soon realized gay men
were responding to his newly museular phy-
sique. It was empowering—social currency
that he had never before possessed.

In 2001, the owner of a San Francisco sex
club took notice of him and asked if he had
ever done sex work. He hadn't, but now he
felt encouraged to try, He placed an ad in the
Bay Area Reporter and became a male escort.
“The artist-sex worker combo is very com-
mon in San Francisce,” he says.

Britt-Darby separated himself from the
competition with a popular blog, Devon the
Hscort's Diary, which he promoted with sim-
ple ads featuring nothing but his shirtless
torso, his website URL, and the question,
“Who is Devon and why is everyone reading
his diary?” Britt-Darby wrote not just about
sex, but all parts of his life. including the art
he was seeing and making. Unlike Cowbaoy,
the hustler in The Boys in the Band, Britt-
Darby could talk intelligently about art.

Because the San Francisco market was
extremely saturated, particularly in the
'-‘-'_!l-\'.lé- of the dot-com ('l'.l.-ail, nrltl_-illu}']-l‘. of-
ten traveled to other cities (especially those
where his online diary had a strong follow-
ing) to expand his elientele. “Houston was
definitely nof one of those cities,” he says.

Britt-Darby says he developed his eritic's
eye on those trips, visiting first-rate museum
collections and exhibitions and often blog-
ging about them. The downside was that in
order to pay for his travel expenses and still
make l‘ll:l'll_}{]l Ell'-.lf'i[ to live on, he had to see
as many clients as he could—sometimes as
many as five in a day.

He started dabbling in erystal meth on
those long days. As he began to use more and
maore, the craghes became harder to endure.
What had seemed to help was now undoing
him. He was caught in Tina's powerful web.

A Breakdown of Tragic Dimensions

H_\' 2004, nl'ill-]—'.'lr'}l_l.' decided to take up a
quieter life as an artist in Providence, Rhode
Island. He found a two-bedroom apartment-
for the same rent as his San Francisco ef-
ficiency—and shipped his largest paintings

TER
ges

there. He loaded the remainder in a van and
started on the journey eastward.

Although Britt-Darby intended to give up
meth once he arrived in Providence, about
halfway across the eountry, “I lost all contact
with reality,” he says. “The rest of the trip is
pretty much a blur, but 1 must have barely
missed getting arrested—and in some cases
cheated death—half a dozen times between
New Orleans and Brockton, Massachusetts.”

Brockton, about 35 miles northeast of
his new apartment, is where a pair of young
carjackers ejected a ranting Britt-Darby
from the van—but not before he helped them
unload its contents, including all his artwork

he hadn't shipped, into a dumpster.

After wandering around all night, Britt
Darby curled up on the back steps of a loeal
Cathelic church to sleep. When a caretaker
told him to leave, Britt-Darby chased the

man into the school on the property and

hurled his shoe through a window. The police

arrived immediately, handeuffed him, and
threw him in the backseat of a cruiser. Still
ranting incoherently, he kicked out the car
window and was promptly pepper-sprayed in
the face.

After that, he managed to calm down
and even develop a rapport with the arrest
ing officer, who recommended *professional
mental-health help” in the arrest report,
After spending three weeks in a forensic psy-
chiatric hospital, he pleaded no contest and
was given deferred adjudication and ordered
to see a psychiatrist and a counselor during
his six-month probation. He returned to Tex
as and enrolled as a transfer student at the
University of Houston, studying communica-
tions—"the most practical-sounding major 1

thought I could stand,” he SAVS.

A Whole New Life—and ‘Stardom”
Britt-Darby thrived at UH. started free-

lancing for the Hou cle his final

semester, and began working a2 an online

editor in the neighborhood news division a
few days before his May 2007 graduation

He filled in for longtime Chronicle art eritic
Patricia Covo Johnson when she went on va-
cation, and when she accepted a buyout offer

from the downsizing paper, Britt-Darby w

named her replacement. The art communit
dwork-
particularly in
2009, when he took on The Art Guys, a con

accepted him as intelligent and !

ing, and his reputation grew-

ceptual duo and Houston art-scene fixtures
since the early 1980s

What prompted one of his most popular—
and controversial—articles was The Art Guys
Marry a Plant, a performance in which they
staged a mock wedding to a live oak sapling
in the sculpture garden of the Museum of
Fine Arts, Houston. Annoyed by what he saw
as the married heterosexual artists’ tone-
deaf insistence that “this is not a pretend
wedding,” Britt-Darby panned The Art Guys
Marry ¢ Plant in the Chronicle: “As far as
Uncle Sam is concerned, |

ame-sex couples’']

unions have no more legal standing than

the Art Guys’ marriage to a tree. Of course,
it also inadvertently reinforces a slippery-
slope argument that labels gay marriage as a
gateway to marrying animals and other non
human partners.”

That fall. Shelby Hodge, society reporter
for the Chronicle, quit and moved to the pop-
ular enline CultureMap. His editors added
society reporting duties (which he shared
with Lindsey Love) to his already-full plate
as a way of securing a staff position for him,
because technically he was still a contractor.
A quote from Britt-Darby appeared on the

full-page article announcing his and Love's
iring: “There [ was, minding my own busi-

ess as the Chronicle art writer, when my

nss said, "You'd look good in a tux.”

Although he chafed at the toll it took on
art writing, he did get a few scoops at mu-
seum galas, particularly after certain trust-
ees had had a few drinks. While some events
were undeniably spectacular, featuring per-
formances by the likes of Hall & Oates and
Bon Jovi, Britt-Darby insists, “It's not glam-
orous for long. When vou see the same people
four times a week—and sometimes four times
a night—it gets to be old.”

Nevertheless, in 2010 Britt-Darby, who

had completed almost no paintings since his

ibrupt “retirement” from eseorting, began
secretly revisiting his past through art.

Recovering photos from his long-defunct

h an online digital archive,

website thro

he transferred them to unprimed linen or
painted canvas using T-shirt iron-on paper

& memories into the can-

hiterally searing |
vas. “Sometimes | wouldn’t even change out
of my tux after getting home from a gala,” he
says, “I'd just kick off my shoes, plug in the
iron, and get to 1t.”

In 2011, a few months after hiring the
curator who had commissioned The Art Guys’
‘wedding,” the world-renowned Menil Collec-
tion quietly acquired the tree for its perma

nent collection, planting 1t near the Rothko

REDBUD

GALLERY

Wed. — Sun. 12pm to Spm or By Appointment
77008 713.854.4246

303 E. 11th St., Houston, '1
www. Redbud Gallery.com

Chapel, a human-rights sanctuary on the
Menil campus where many AIDS memorials
were held in the early days of the pandemic,

Britt-Darby decided another negative
article wasn't enough this time. “To dem-
onstrate what really marrving for art looks
like,” he staged a counter-wedding. His bride
was Houston art publicist Theresa “Reese”
Darby, who via Twitter accepted his open
call for a female to enter into “a short-lived
marriage.”

Although the wedding was partly intend-
ed

also offering social commentary. Sardonically

s an act of art eriticism, the Darbys were

illustrating the “sanctity” of heterosexual

METTLE
The Art Gay Marries a Woman. ]_.wj__{,_:“_\ bind-

ge, Britt-Darby titled the performance

ing despite their inclusion of divorce vows,
a random go-go dancer for a best man, and
Ring-Pops for wedding bands, the ceremony
took ]\l.lt'l' at '].l=|]_'\ 's Corner Pocket, a gay
strip bar, on November 18, 2011

With a few words and a license, he now

had 1,138 legal rights he could not have with

a male partner—at least until their divoree,
which took place the following spring. (Tiring
of a controversy that wouldn't go away, the
Menil deaccessioned the tree in early 2013,

In addition to a marriage, Britt-Darby also

nervous breakdown, Timed

had an unplanne
to occur the night before the Menil's dedica-

tion ceremony for The Art Guys' tree, the wed-

ding also came at the height of the social
and art seasons, when Britt-Darby was
working up to 80 hours a week.
Throughout the week leading up to
the wedding, he had also been shadowed
by fellow art eritic Mary Louise Schum-
acher, who has been filming him on and
off since 2010 for a documentary about
the precarious state of the profession, The
night before the wedding, Britt-Darby
told Schumacher on camera about his
past as an escort and his iJh_\i'I]l’lii.' break-
down, both of which he had hidden from
all but a handful of people in Houston
Tired of the secrecy, he wrote an es-
say for the Chronicle detailing his past,
and announced he wished to be known
as Devon Britt-Darby, uniting his escort
name with hiz family name and his wife’s
He requested an unpaid leave of absence
for a road trip to Brockton to retrace as
much of the 2004 road trip as possible,
this time without meth. The paper denied
his request, effectively terminating his
employment. Britt-Darby posted his con
fi relogue
for that

:sional on a blog he used as a tr:

Healing the Past and Staging Exhibits
Britt-Darby traveled back to Brockton

and visited all the sites involved in his

3123 R 1/2
31211 1,128 sf
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Best Male Realtor
(409) 765-9837
TramonteRealty.com 21111 1,043 sf

Own A Piece Of The Island.
Own Peace Of Mind.

2415 38th




Every day,

a range of businesses
power the community,
These enterprises
provide the goods and
ervices that keep life

numming along.

QutvSma

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Morningside Architects

Designing Space That's Right for You

nother clothes closet was all he
needed. The request from one
of aur very first clients led to
a meeting and a solution which gave
him the cleset PLUS a place ta hang
a treasured art piece. As architects,
we love to find a way to supply both
a solution to a need and a way to
enhance the day to day life of the
homeowner. Since that call 25 years
ago, scenarios like this one have been
repeated over and over, from closets to
new vacation homes, and for hundreds
of people over the past 25 years.
We specialize in helping home-
owners create new homes or design

4229 Bellaire Blvd., Suite A (near

additions to much-loved homes that
just need a bit mare space. We value
the unique ideas of our clients and
work as a team to create solutions that
reflect each one. Paying attention to
light entering a space, creating vistas
to connect a house to its surroundings,
and facilitating movement through a
space for simplicity and ease are
guiding principles in our work. We
believe that everyone deserves to
live in a well-designed,
considered environment.

Our dogs Bingo and Skippy help
out around the office too, and would

love to meet you!

Stella Link Road) | Houston, TX 77025 | 713529

Tim Schorre and Gail Schorre, are the two ﬁaﬂnefs.
of Morningside Architects.

Morningside
Architects

2630 | www.MorningsideArchitects.com
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Dessert Gallery Founder Sara Brook here!
This month, | celebrate my 31st year in business, and Dessert
Gallery celebrated its 19th birthday! We've been lucky enough
to have the support of the LGBT community for almost a quarter of
a century—since before my daughter Jen came out to me, before
Houston became the largest city in the nation to elect a lesbian
mayor, and before standalone dessert shops were in vogue.

But after three decades in business, I've never gotten tired of walking through
our kitchen, where the smell of baking cookies, cupcakes, and cake layers
walts through the air. We've always prided ourselves on using exceptional
ingredients o make decadent desserfs from scrafch. Instead of using mixes
from boxes, we use whole eggs, fresh fruit, bricks of butter, gallons of cream,
and pounds of rich dark, milk, and white chocolate.

| asked Discovery Green President, Barry Mandel, who's been a customer

for more years than I'm allowed to share, to tell us about one of his favorite
desserts. “Growing up, my mom’s Hello Dollies were a real treat,” he said.
“That was the first dessert | learned to bake. Well, actually, that was the only
one | learned how to bake.” Barry told me he's too busy to bake these days,
but needs a frip down memory lane every once in a while. “Dessert Gallery's
Menkey Bars do the trick,” he said. “And they're actually better than mom's.”

My daughferJen grew up with the sights, sounds, and smells of
Dessert Gallery's busy kitchen. She's 25 now and lives in Seattle,
but rest assured, she sfil gets regular shipments of Dessert

Gallery's Decadence Bars and Everyone's Favorite Mousse Cake
from me. “You taught me what it means to be a strong, independent
woman, and that’s important,” Jen told me. “But, you also taught
me the difference between good chocolate and chocolate that's

not worth the calories; real hot fudge and don't put that on my ice
cream, thank you very much.” That's music to this mother’s ears.

In a city where trendy new bakeries come and go every week,
Dessert Gallery’s kitchen managers and | have collectively been
baking together for over 75 years. We're proud of our roofs—in
Houston and especially in the LGBT community—that have al-
lowed us to grow and flourish. Thank you from the bottom of my
heart, and | hope to see you in the café scon.

Dessert Gallery is located at 3600 Kirby

next to Westheimer Plumbing & Hardware.
Call us (713.522.9999), check out cur
Facebook page, or visit us online at dessertgallery.com
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PERSONALIZED MEDICAL CARE—SOUND GOOD?

Would you like to have a Family Physician who takes enough time with you during every visit? Would you like to have same or next day
appointments with your doctor? Would you like to be a part of a practice where your doctor gets to know you personally and works as a
partner with you determining your healthcare needs? If these sound good to you, then consider joining Dr. Scurria’s MDVIP practice. MDVIP
Is a national network of primary care doctors focused on prevention and weliness. MDVIP doctors have fewer patients and charge an
annual fee (separate from insurance) for a barrage of tests that are included in an extensive annual exam and personal wellness program.
The MDVIP Weliness Program empowers you to live a healthier life:

* One-on-one doctor counseling.

_* Same/next day on-time appointments.

"N, * 24/7 telephone access to your doctor.

\ * An annual personal wellness plan based on your health needs.
s Access to the Medical Centers of Excellence program

QAL

and most managed care plans.

SUPPORT SERVICES PRO ED BY

MDVI

SONALIZED HEALTHCARI

You can have a physician that provides all of these benefits and treats you like a VIP by ,io'mmg
Dr.Scurria’s practice. Dr. Scurria is a board certified Family Practice physician who has been in private
practice for more than 30 years. She sees a diverse group of patients and has a special

% interest in women's health. She focuses on wellness and health, and takes a proactive

approach to preventing iliness. She believes working together as a partner with each
patient is the most efficient way to deliver comprehensive and personalized care to

: them. To learn more about the cost and benefits of joining Dr. Scurria’s MDVIP

D practice, visit SandraScurriaMD.com or call 281.661.5901 to schedule a fres
15 minute consultation. Dr. Scurria is a participating provider for Medicare

WINNER Best Physician
Thank you OutSmart Readers

M. SANDRA SCURRIA, M.D. 281.661.5901 « 6565 WEST LOOP SOUTH AT BELLAIRE BLVD., SUITE 300

The Modern Funeral Home: Pat H. Foley

e next time you attend a funeral, don't
-l—:E surprised if it more closely resembles
the last wedding you went to than the som-
ber farewell you bid your grandfather 20
years ago.

In recent years, funeral services have evolved
from a formal or structured service with reli-
gious music, scripture, prayers and little or no
information regarding the life of the deceased
to a true celebration of a life remembered.

As families and culture change, Pat H. Foley
& Company is adapting to meet the needs of
our time. After more than 50 years in busi-
ness, the funeral home is undergoing a full

interior renovation that will modernize the
historic funeral home, while maintaining the
legacy and community focus that has defined
the location for generations.

“Pat H. Foley has been a proud member of
the Garden Oaks and Oak Forest community
for a very long time, and it's important that
we honor the traditions that have made us a
trusted neighbor and friend. At the same time,
we want to evolve to also serve the needs
of the younger generations in the area," said
General Manager Erik Hendrickson,

The updated interior will include a boutique
hotel-style lobby, an event center for recep-

1200 WEST 34TH STREET, HOUSTON

713-869-6261 PatH F{)]:'}-'Funt'.rn”)in:('turs.conl

tions, a contemporary space for modemn
memorial celebrations and catering facilities,
Hendrickson says, “The new Pat H. Foley will
look like the neighborhood around us - a
blend of longstanding family legacies and
younger professionals and families”

Funeral semvices are changing to meet the
needs of a generation that has different ideas
about life - and about death. This is not your
grandfather's service. You can expect more
and demand more: Pat H. Foley can meet the
unique needs of you and your family.

My name is Dr. Christie Cornelius, and | am
the founder and owner of Last Wishes, a
veterinary hospice service located in Houston.
| am a 2004 graduate of Texas A&M's College
of Veterinary Medicine, and | have been
practicing in Houston ever since. In 2013, |
was named Best Female Veterinarian Runner-
Up in OutSmart magazine's Gayest & Greatest
in Houston.

I have two dogs and two cats, and I've lived
in the Heights for a majority of my time in
here. | began thinking about offering in-home
hospice care for pets in our community three
years ago, and in November of 2012, we

saw our first patient. We've helped nearly a
thousand families and pets in the Greater
Houston area with their end-of-life care by
providing peaceful transitions in the comfort
and privacy of home,

LA ST WASH

Last Wishes is staffed
by compassionate,
understanding,

and GLBT-friendly
veterinarians,
technicians, and
receptionists who
believe every pet deserves a peaceful passing
in their own environment, surrounded by
loved ones. We offer medical as well as
emotional support through a pet's final
journey, and we are there for our clients
when the day comes to say goodbye to their
beloved companions. We educate our clients
about pain, suffering, and quality of life. We
are there to help them through their grief,
sadness, confusion, feelings of guilt, anxiety,
anger, worry, and indecision. Last Wishes
helps bring families together to do what is in
the best interest for their pets even though
they may not agree on the degree of their
pet's pain and suffering.

Our staff makes clay paw prints for our
families that serve as a mementa of the
special bond they had with their pet. We
also leave a grief packet of information

Am)

and pet loss resources, including a booklet
dedicated to the family in memory of their
pet. We have special materials for children
who are struggling with their feelings of

loss. If a family wishes to have their pet
cremated, Last Wishes will make all of the
arrangements and provide compassionate
handling and transport to the crematory.

We send sympathy cards to our grieving
clients after our visit, offer emotional support
and resources if needed. We also send a
memorial card one year after their pet passed
away to let them know we are thinking of
them on this difficult anniversary.

Our Last Wishes Fund was established
over a year ago to assist families who would
otherwise not be able to afford end-of-life
care for their pets. Our beneficiaries have
been senior citizens living on social security,
disabled persons, war veterans diagnosed
with PTSD, and people with terminal diseases
who are having trouble paying their own
medical bills,

For more information,
please visit our website: i
wwwilastwishes.com. X ‘f

.

ek
Saturday, October 1

8-4to7 pm

A Combined Forces Event P

presented b]r anﬁ :

benefils Pet Patrol

Spectacular Show & Auction
: benefit
PWA Holiday Charities and

Commodore on the Beach: The Gulf view and prime location make the
Commadore on the Beach a great choice for a weekend getaway. You're
surroundad by some of the |sland’s most popular restaurants and within
walking distance from the Pleasure Pier. All 92 rooms have Gulf views-upper
lavel rooms have private balconies overlooking the always-lively Seawall,
and ground-floor rooms have poolside patios. The pool and fountain offer
a refreshing respite on the beachtront, and Gumbo Diner is right there to
deliver food and drink. The Wi-Fi 15 freae, tha staff is friendly and so are
the rates, and you'll enjoy our complimentary continental breakfast and
late-afternoon cookies and milk

The Commodore on the Beach is located on the Seawall at 37th Street,
just about midway between Galveston's East End historic districts and The
Strand with its Cruise Ship Terminal, and the West End with attractions like
Moody Gardens and Schiitterbahn.

Call 409.763.2375 or visit commodoreonthebeach.com and find out more

£ \ "::Fm’ . i!

about our two spacious family rooms, cruise packages, special event
schedules and local attractions. Book early for special events like the
Lone Star Rally, Mardi Gras, Dickens on The Strand and the Island'’s
popular ArtWalks.

"""Qﬁ;

aF > (uivSmart
stie Cornelius ;
1302 Waugh Dr. « Houston, TX. 77019
Ph: 713.452.0474

Daytime After-Hours & Holiday Appoir

For more info, visit W thepetpatrol.org or www.pwahaolidaycharities.org
Bring a picture of your pets and BRAG about them on our WALL of LOVE!!!

Find Us On facebook
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s Margaret Cho on Joan Rivers

Saﬁl Armendél‘iz | 5 Huffington Post, 9/8/14) Compiled by

HOU STON (Mexican luchador [professional wrestler] who works under the a: Joan Rivers’s funeral, Blase DiStefano

GAYM ERS ring name Cassandro) -
) (The New Yorker, 9/1/18, Wiliam Finnegan) B e all wept—like professional mourners. We should have got-
Homosexuals still have a big stigma. We're - n paid! Tears fell as we listened to the dulcet tones of the Gay

e en’s Chorus with their rendition of “Hey, Big Spender.” It was
T H A N K Yo U :“'--Hl-_.- u‘.l_l.‘-é .,'|1‘=.- SeEn NOW as i{]lln’ilil\t-' .aj..:ln‘.- -mutJ- g mem 'nd Perfm -+« NONe Of us could Stnp ':'Ti“g- You
pls. I've had s rht people tell me that they're 't h‘m h“r&mu l.llltil YOII have seen lﬁl’ll‘l Waters iﬂ tears.
more aceepting of gay people beeause of me. am sure M went up in tmmhrs' as we all needed them for
HOUSTON I

for voting Houston Gaymers Noah Michelson | . .. lash
2014 Gayest & Greatest Social Organization, e ﬁ W b : At

(The Huffington Post, 9/19/14) (actor, Pivot TV's Please Like Me)

we couldn't do |t without your SUDDortJ I'm so tired of people blabbering on about

(Out, B/13)
) how we need to respect people’s privacy, - % " . "
JOIN Us Sa_mrday, Oct.18 fo r luertos Sexuality shouldn’t be a private matter. My : I . " - lam hlm' Thomas Says Df
Hallo being gay is a part of who I am—just like I'm 5'8” and lef , . the on-screen Josh
!|:|:.'||I|-i1 and allergic to morphine. And sexuality certainly - - [in PIease f-ﬂ(e
1snt a private matter for straight people, is it? How many - " H H
straight people do you know who refuse to say that they're [ - = . : Me]- NOthlng 5
straicht? Contrary to what some !:"'F'l" elieve, being E \ : dlfferent. ll'l I'EEI'
straight isn't something to be ashamed of either ] _ j : life | have more
That's part of the reason I'm grateful for James Franco f . S g . : »

|pictured at right|, a man who has mads ' : - 1 plm!ﬂleS, though' because I"
no secret of his heterosexuality, And still don’t have a makeup truck.

he's one of the gueerest men [ know, He's

helped to challenge stereotypes about what

it means to be straight or gay and by doing + . / ! " P . . A Martine

so, he's providing another kind of exam

ple—another possibility—for who and how we can be. . J Rothblatt

Always in fashion: Joan Rivers flashes the {author and highest-paid female executive in America)
audience at an NBCUniversal event in New
York Clty on May 15, 2014. She appeared at the

. presentation to advertise her show Fashion “I took a journey from
_i Police, which aired on E!, whose logo just hap- i

‘.5 pens to show up on the inside of her cape. male to female, so if |
§
|

_ hide that, I'm,
{¥rom her book Enter Talking, 1986: like. i :
o . : ike, just re -
iThere has been nothing nicer than 500 gay faces looking up at me onstage. Gay audi- Rl J pllcat
'ences have been the most loving, the most generous, the most forgiving, the most ing the closet of
ioy_al. Their humor is everybody’s humor, but to the nth degree, spicier, more paprika my past with an- 3
fin it, the highest camp. .. . Gays are like many comedians—born into trouble, out-
Kasts, living in trouble, not accepted. When you are an outsider, hungry for recogni- other closet of the future.
ion, you can be ngtic‘ed by being outrageous, and the more you ridicule your pain, the That made no sense, and
fess it hurts, and that is why | love gays—they will go far, far out with me into silliness.
1

{SiriuskM Progress, 9/14, Michelangelo Signorile)

that’s why I'm open.”

Sean Hannity

The Segn Hannity Show, 9/16/14)

He: NFL player Adrian Peterson’s physical abuse of his four-year-old son.

[ do believe Adrian Peterson went too far. . . . But my problem here is, do parents have the right to instill their values in their children?
.. You guys wanna tell parents what they can and cannot do. For example, is it gonna become illegal if a parent teaches the politically

orrect view that being gay is not normal?

The Daily Show, 9/17/14)
In response to Sean Hannity’s take on Adrian Peterson’s abuse of his son (see above):

2534 AMHERST | HOUSTON, TX | 77005 . 5 ; : SR : ; 1 ;
{713) B74-0004 r ; : | Your special brand of spiteful ignorance will always be legal . . . and profitable.
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Stay In-The-Loop With
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GABLES
RIVER OAKS

by
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5 Resident of Mentrose since 1983
Consistent TOP Producer,,

John Daugherty, Realtors

"edaerning nermai

‘Two: The Story of Roman & ero’

CALL FOR
SPECIALS!

846-
204-
1483

THE NEWEST ADDITION TO HOUSTON'S FINEST LANDMARK
FINE DINING * HIGH-END.SHOPPING WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE

If you wish to be
In-The-Loop,
whether selling, buying, or just
leoking around,
Voted One of the Best Realtors
in Houston 3 years mnﬂlaw !

{Smar Reode

et’s face it—the nuclear fam-
ily is no longer the norm, and
that's not a bad thing. Healthy

children are being raised in all types

DVD Shorts

Penny Dreadful

of families nowadavs—hy grandpar-

] T3¢ b
TSE LDlefgng

ents, by single mothers, by adoptive
families, and by same-sex parents.
The latter applies to Roman and

Nyro, twin boys featured in director

Heather Winters' (executive producer

of Supers

rze M

of Roman

) documentary Tweo:
& Nyro.

Living in Nashville, these pre-

The Story

ised in what

teen twins are being
they eall a *two-dad™ family—a fam-
ily that they see as no different than
any other. Their parents, legendars
songwriter Desmond Child (Bon
Jovi's “You Give Love a Bad Name”
and Ricky Martins ©

Livin' la Vida

" among others) and his part

A family portrait: Two follows couple Desmond

)

Child (1) and Curtis Shaw through the surrogacy
process as they add not one, but two new members

to their family.

touches on other problems that

gacy affects Whittaker’s mother

MINUTES FROM DOWNTOWN, THE MUSEUM DISTRICT, THE TEXAS MEDICAL

W 2724 KIPLING STREET
@ HOUSTON, TX 77078

GABLES.COM/RIVEROAKS

CALL ANDY NOW!
713.724.4306

?:|L3,56'| 6653
andyw@johndaugherty.com

ot e ner, Curtis Shaw, have been togeth gay couples encounter when ex- who initially does not understand . D 5 if
SRR Sy r for 22 y [. i I Y 1 I i Al : - 1 t o I I : ngh QUEIhty sy !Et yourse
his feat er for 22 vears. Becor 7 a A anding their families—such as her daughter’s decision and sees i
-— I M yea COmMINE 4 family pan F 1 1 .l Uen a l il 1LE .I.“” 1T £ get t}ogged dOWn With taxes.
oy however, was guite the journey not having a place for both par- the situation as giving away “her

Two uses footage from over 12
vears to tell the story of this modern
family—preconception through the
first decade of Roman and N.\'!"".-"
lives. For years, Child and Shaw dis
cussed having a child, but it wasn't
until the pair met free-spirit Angela
Whittaker during a Deepak Chopra
spiritual retreat in India that their
plan was set into action. Although
initially hesitant, Whittaker reveals
that once she saw herself carrying
Child and Shaw’s baby in a dream,

she decided to go ahead and act as

the couple’s surrogate. The spiritual-

ity learned by all three during their
time in India is a reoccurring theme
throughout the film.

The documentary then fol-
lows Child, Shaw, and Whittaker
throughout the pregnancy process,
including finding out that their fam-
ily will not just be adding a plus one,
but a plus two. Beyond humanizing
the issue of gay marriage and how
it affects same-sex parents, the film

ents’ names on their child’s birth
certificate, and various adoption
l"ll'ﬁ!:]i('.‘\‘.jl!h.-\. As the pair says
in the film, a gay couple having
children in the first place is a
visible form of activism

A particularly touching mo
ment comes during an interview
with Shaw's mother, when she
discusses her son's coming-out
process. A staunch Christian,
she admits his being gay was
difficult for her to understand.
But with tears in her eyes, she
says that she knows that her son
has lived an exemplary life, and
has no doubts about his well-
being in the afterlife.

Whittaker's journey during
her pregnancy adds an extra
level of emotional depth to the
film—one that I wish was ex-
plored more, We see glimpses of
the internal battle she exper:
ences while trying to determine
her role in the twins' lives as a
surrogate; she's not simply a ves-
sel, but not a mother figure ei-
ther. We also see how the surro-

grandchildren.”

The film's flashbacks feal
raw, as if looking at a family
photo album, but set a pleas
ant, familiar tone that further
normalizes the story being told.
As the documentary goes on, it
becomes blatantly obvious just
how much love surrounds Roman
and Nyro

grandparents, godparents (which

they have two dads,

includes godfather Bon Jovi), and
too many friends to count. And
no matter what, that love is what
prevails, As the twins say in the
film, “It doesn't matter if the gov
ernment doesn't like us, because

gy =
we l1Ke us.

This is the second release as part

lock

of the new “"Morgan Spt
Presents” label and is available
iy

from Virgil Films & Entertain-

ment (virgilfilmsent.com)
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& ASSOCIATES
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Project Ruaway: All Stars
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‘Transpa?ént’

“ don’t have cancer! You
kids want me to have
cancer!?.” Maura Pfeffer

man shouts,

She's il'ﬁ! announced to her
three adult children over dinner
that she’s going through a big
change, and needs to share it
with them. But Maura's children
don’t listen; instead they talk
over her—and each other. “I
don’t know how it is [ raised
cannot see

three people who

beyond themselves,” she says

What Maura needs is for
them to see her; they still see
her as their father, a man
named Mort.

The appropriately named
Transparent, Amazon Origi
nals’ highly anticipated new
series from creator Jill Solo-
way (Six Feet Under and United
States of Tara),
old Jewish transwoman Maura

follows 70-year-

(Jeffrey Tambor) as she navi-
gates transitioning late in life,
coming out to her children,
and finding her new place in
the waorld.

Her three children are
completely absorbed in their own
dysfunctional lives. The eldest,
Sarah (Amy Landecker), is a

artMagazine com

you already

stay-at-home mom, bored in her

marriage to husband Len (Roh
Huebel). After discovering that
one of her kids now goes to the

same school as the (|'.||ri of her
former leshian lover, Tammy
{Melora Hardin), the pair
rekindles their college romance
with what turns into a passion
ate, home-wrecking affair.

Ali (Gaby Hoffmann) is the
genius child who doesn't know
brilliant
but unemploved, with little to no
;!l>;1|.w'. Sh

how to apply herself:

e fills the holes in her

‘Here's somebody

who is trans.”

life with drugs and meaningless
Rax. 1"-'\".'” h*'l' rr‘ll'l“lﬁ seem Lo
stay one step away from her
Maura's
only son, Josh (Jay Duplass),

From the outside,

a suceessful music producer,
seems to have his life together.
But underneath the surface,
he's constantly riding the line
between wanting to actually
settle down with one of his many
girlfriends (in this case, the one
and simply
not wanting to be alone. It also

he’s impregnated)

comes to light that he's been
having a long-term affair with
his childhood babysitter.

know and love

just know what it's like to be the

Great Selection,
Great Prices,
Two Great Locations!

Galveston
1911 23 St.
409-763-6091

Jamaica Beach
16708 FM 3005
409-737-3341

IO

ECONOMY

LIQUOR

‘fow ‘ﬁ"[um 5‘5‘!’1&4’

Parent in transition:
Sarah (Amy Landecker,
1) is the first of the
Pfefferman children
to learn that the par-
ent she’'s always seen
as her father, a man
named Mort, actually
identifies as a trans-
woman named Maura
(Jeffrey Tambor, r).

EconomyliquorGalveston.com

We have PRIDE in
our Wine Selection.

Maura has her work set out

for her, to say the least. And, as

18 the case with many coming-out i X &
narratives, things don't go accord Come mn Gnd ChBCl‘( it OUH

ing to plan. Daughter Sarah is the

first to find out, after Maura comes

home from a trans support group, o

{ THE WHO'S

presenting as female, and walks

in on her and Tammy together. A
particularly beautiful line follows,
as Sarah asks Maura if she'll be
a lady all the time,”
“No, haney, all

my whole life, I've

“dressing like
and she responds,
my life, been
dressing up like a man. This is me.”
Soloway's casting of Tam-
bor, a cisgender man, to play
a transgender role has raised
s0me |'|l'\|j||||" concerns within the
trans community, In response,
Soloway, whose own father came
out as trans several years -qﬂr.
tells NPR's All Thing
ered, “The world hnmw so little
and [ know
very little about being trans—I

rs Consid

Book by Pete Townshend and Des McAnuff
Music and Lyrics by Pete Townshend
John Entwistle and Keith Moon

about being trans,

child of a trans person. But there's

Winner of 6
Tony Awards®

“Brilliant! Bloody brilliant.”
Clive Barnes, The New York Post

OBSIDIAN ART SPACE
3522 White Oak Drive, Houston, TX 77007

go little trans representation
[and] 5o few trans people who

Oct 30, 2014-Nov 22,2014

Tickets at SRO-Productions.com, or call 713-300-2358

Saturday
October 4
7-10PM

$25

door donation

Biergarten & Bar

Miinchen WH?)LE
Munchies FmDS

provided by MONT R()HI-.

n www.kreweofolympus.org

The Krewe of Olympus - Texas, Inc.
is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.
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“We are a Welcoming Unitarian Universalist Congregation.”

Come join us on Sunday at 11AM — Rev. Tony Lorenzen
Sunday Children’s Religious Education, Forum & Wisdom Seekers at 9:45am
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1504 Wirt Road « Houston, TX 77055

Located in Spring Branch
2 713-686-5876 =« www.ufoh.org  ufhouston@comcast.net
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LRSS O coninued from page 10t

are creating content, so we really depend on
the trans community to i“'l[J us get it mght
We're happy to be corrected.” She has alsi
cast trans actors and actresses for around 12
speaking parts, has hire rllrln. nsultants
to help guide the show, and notes that at

least 20 percent of the erew is LGBT
[t's obvious from watching the first
episode that T groundbreaking
In 1998, Will & Grace
mtrodueing gay people into homes
wide. In 2014, Transparent is doing the
nder folks, While neither
ect (they both center around

ansparent is
shook the country by

nation-

same with tranage

show 13 pert

white, upper-middle-class people, Transpar
ent's Tambor is not transgender, and Wil &
Grace’s leading man, Eric MeCormack, was a

straight actor plaving gay), the fact is, these
charaeters become your friends, vour neigh
bors, and your family. And for the majority

or don't think

of Americans who don't know

they know) anvone who is trans, that means
1 lot. "America already loves JefTrey Tam-
bor.” Soloway tells The Advocate *T'n wateh

him become Mort and then b come Maura

it's like, here's somebody yvou already know
.l|.l| ll'-'»l.: \".l’l' 1§ Lrans x

ANl 10 episode I'ransg

Aot B Inst !

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
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Robert Snellgrove, lcsw
Counselor | Psychotherapist

4617 Montrose Suite C206
Houston, Texas 77006
713.522.7014 www.robertsnellgrove.com
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FREE
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one consultation
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A few :;“-r:r-_:.

GBT people are truly every-

where—you just never know

where we might turn up next
We are your teachers, vour grocers,
your vampires, and vour mad scien
tists. Yes, we even turn up in horror
movies! Here are a few classic horror
titles, all available on DVD, that are
waiting to be unearthed for your Hal-

loween viewing.

THe Brioe oF FRANKENSTEIN (1935)
In 1831, director James Whale

(1889—-1957) terrified the world

with
his take on Mary Shelley’s elassic
tale Frankenstein. The
film was actually a
bit of a collab

between the filmmaker

ration

and a theéen-unknown
actor named Boris
Karloff, who played
Dr. Frankenstein's

tragic creation.

Together they created

a character who was a sympathetic

man-child trapped in a monster’s body.

The poor ereature never understood
why people were so afraid of him, and
some film historians have speculated
that the monster was a metaphor for
Whale's life as a eloseted gay man
ein, Whale
stepped out of the eloset a bit. Audi-

[n Bride of Franke

ences were introduced to Dr, P

rae-
torius ( Ernest Thesiger), with whom
Dr. Frankenstein creates the Bride,
a female monster. Dr. Praetorius was
a .‘-l'!'l_‘!ﬂ'llil'l'\__'_, efferminate queen who

stared lovingly at his much younger

pupil, and the stage-trained Thesiger
played the role in all its giddy, limp
wristed, lisping glory,

Though the *word” was never said,
it's clear that Dr. Praetorius was a
gay man, Though he'd now be seen as
a negative stereotype, the character
was, in 1835, a very daring thing to

present on screen, Whale and Thesiger

pulled it off beautifully

Voopoo lIsLanp (1958)

Another of horror-icon Boris Karloff's
many films. This low-budget romp is
the type of B movie that was enor-

OCTOBER 2014 OutSmartMagazine.com

Spooky and Gay

Halla

ot o oy s o e o
delights

mously popular during the 19508 and
'60s. Karloff plays Philip Knight, a best-
selling author who's investigating voodoo
myths on a desolate
tropical island in hopes of
debunking those myths as
foolish superstitions.

His merry band
includes Claire, played
by
named Jean Engstrom
(1920-1987). Claire is a lesbian. She flirts

a little-known actress

openly with Knight's female secretary
and expresses her disdain for men. Her
lesbianism is so obvious that one of the
male characters refers to it—without
the L-word, of course (it

, after all)

actually sa

was the 19
J

consisted primarily of guest roles on TV

an Engstrom’s acting career

series. Voodoo Island was one of her very
few theatrical releases. For having the
courage to |-|:I_‘> a lesbian so |c|l1;: 480, We

remember and salute Jean E

1gstromn.

THe HAUNTING (1963)

This terrifying mood piece is a ghost story

like no other. Robert Wise, an admitted
- fan of horror and science

fiction, directed it in be-

tween his Oscar-winning

musicals West Side Stary

and The Sound of Music

Depressed and sexual-

oo whim g
A

I'\r I'E'Ell'l“‘.'il'li Eleanor (Julie
Harris) is part of a small

scientific research team investigating the

alleged haunting of Hill Houss

. & spooky
old mansion. Theo (Claire Bloom), another
member of the group, is a lesbian who's
clearly attracted to Eleanor, Eleanor has
another suitor: the ghost of old Mr. Crane,
who built Hill House 90 vears earlier.

The always-unloved, unhappy Eleanor
suddenly finds herself at the center of a

bizarre love triangle in this most satisfy-

ingly scary old-fashioned chiller.

Bloom plays Theo with delightfully
over-the-top panache, Unlike the inde-
pendently produced, low-budget Voodao
Island, The Haunting is a big-budget, A-
list studio production—which means that
Theo is possibly the first out-and-proud
character in a Hollywood studio film.

Tre Vampire Lovers (1970)

The Vampire Lovers is the most famous film
version of Carmille, Sheridan LeFanu's
19th-century novel about lesbian vampires
Considered shocking in its day, the book was
banned in the UK. for many vears. It's cuir-
rently in print in both the U.S, and the UK.

Polish-born Holocaust survivor Ingri
Pitt had a brief brush with movie stardom
after playing Countess Carmilla Karnstein
in the wildly suceessful The Vampire Lovers,
Carmilla goes to great pains to hide her vam-

pirism, but she flirts openly

with women throughout the

film, leaving her telltale “vam-

pire's kiss” upon the breasts of
voung ladies.

Produced by England’s

Hammer Films, which special-
O * ized in old-fashioned Gothic
horror, the film offers all the trappings that
genre aficionados love: drafty old castles and

fog-shrouded gravevards are seen in abun-

danee. Carmilla’s lesbianism puts a fresh
new spin on a formulaic tale that makes the

film great fun

DaucHTERS OF DARKNESS (1971)
Perhaps the kinkiest vampire film ever
produced

John Karlen (Dark Shadows) and Dani-
elle Quimet play a pair of swinging hisex-
ual Itl"\\'|_\'\'-.'i’l|-i l'l(l:]l.'l'\ :ll-flullill;_-' I A ];||u¢-|_‘.
deserted vet elegant hotel in Belgium. The
hotel’s only other guests are a leshian couple
(Delphine Seyrig, Andrea Rau), both of whom
are vampires, A bizarre game of cat-and
mouse seduction ensues, which bécomes all
the more fascinating when it's revealed that
Seyrig’s character is actually
Countess Elizabeth Bathory,
a real-life 16th-century
noblewoman who bathed in
the blood of virging, hoping to
maintain her youth

Visually stunning, erotic,
and hypnotic, Daughters of
Darkress is a most unusual and unforget-

table entry in the canon of horror cinema.
Happy Halloween!

David JF."IJI.f:}.I'.'JlII".’\Yl-nlllli']-'l‘ulf isa f;"i’rjrr.-'r'.'.'a' contribu-

tor to OUTSMART magazine
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The Legend of Ferras

He's the first c

¢

_-,rh o Ka

Ferras joins Katy Perry in
Houston on October 10 and 11.

0u may re-
member Fer-
ras from a few

yvears ago. He put out
a sweet debut album,
Aliens & Rainbouss,
with catchy tunes
such as “Liberation
Day" and “Hollywood
Is Not America.”
Around this time,
Ferras met label-
mate Katy Perry and
they became fast
{and best) friends.
Perry, who has had
what you might call
a little success, has
started her record
label imprint, Meta-
morphosis Music,
through Capitol
Records, and Fer-
ras i8 the first artist
signed to the label.

OutSmartManazine co

That's what friends
are for, right? Perry
even joins Ferras on
“Legends Never Die.”
one of the
five songs
on his new
Eponynimis
EP. I spoke
with Ferras
this past
summer
about the
EP, Perry,

i‘iJ]lI more.

Gregg Shapiro:
Ferras, | first inter-
viewed you in 2008,
around the time you
released your first
album, Aliens & Rain-
bows, just before
you performed at
Lollapalooza. Do you
recall what the expe-
rience of performing
at Lollapalooza was
like for you?

Ferras: It was one of

"*ur,r.-". Meiq r“v”ﬂ 0SIS

my first festivals, [and] it
was pretty frightening at
first. [Laughs| I'm much
more of a night person, so
when vou throw me out
in the middle of the day,
I'm kind of like, “What's
going on?” But it was
definitely a great experi-
Then 1

played a bunch of outdoor

ence, of course.

day festivals after that,

and it became easy

Would you mind saying
a few words about your
relationship with Katy
Perry, whose Capitol Re-
cords debut album was
released around the same
time yours was in 20087
Katy and I became
friends in 2007 when

we both got signed to
the same record label at
the same time. We were
working with the same
people at the label. They
said, “Hev! There's thus
girl that we just signed
Her
NAMme’s
Katy Per-
ry. She's
amazingly
talented.
We think
Vou guys
could be
friends.”
They introduced us, and
we hit it off. We became
best friends. We never
really worked together
until we did [a duet at]
SXSW. Our friendship
continued to grow, and
here we are today.

Music

Imprint

You are the first art-

ist signed to Katy's
Metamorphosis Music
imprint. What does that
mean to you?

It's amazing! [ never
would have guessed in

a million yvears that |
would be signed to [a
label founded by| one of
my best friends, some-
body that I've known for
20 long. Katy is a vision-
ary, in n way, When she
decides she wants to do
something, she goes out
and gets it and doesn’t
take no for an answer. It
doesn’t surprise me, but

[ never would have put it
all together that it would
happen this way. It's an
amazing opportunity,
and I think she's giving
me & second .!mnu in a
way. I'm grateful for that.

What was involved in
writing and selecting the
five songs for your new
self-titled EP?

Since my first record
deal fizzled out in 2008,
[ started writing songs
for other artists. I de-
cided that | wanted to
be a songwriter for a
while. I did that, and
then I'd be in the studio
writing songs for other
people, and I'd think, *I
want to sing that song!”
When you're an artist,
you never really give up
the dream of singing
your own material. I was
writing the whole time,
changing direction and
sound multiple times
Finally, when I signed -

-SATURDAYS-
FRESH... NEW... EXCITING!
NEW WEEKLY PARTIES

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18™*19™
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25™
HALLOWEEN PARTY WITH CANDIS CAYNE & RAJA
HIGH HEEL DRAG RACE AT 9PM & COSTUME CONTEST

R,
{J0uth Beac

RS
sobehousion.com | fh.comyvsouthbeachhouston | witier.com/sobehousion
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And it's absolutely free.

Miller Qutdoor Theatre offers extraordinary
entertainment, right in the heart of Hermann
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with Katy, she helped to hone it a little bit. 1
had so many songs that I had been writing
for years. She helped to A&R it—pick out
the ones she thought were the best. It was
interesting because we have the same ideas
in terms of direction. I don't have to fight

for things. She gets it. When you're a song-
writer, you often feel like your best material
is happening at that moment. Things that

I thought were going to be on record for the
last three years are no longer on it, because
my most recent material moved to the fore-
front. I'm very inspired by what's happening
currently. I'm that kind of writer. I don't look
back on past experiences and write about
them. [ write about what's happening in my
life eurrently, These songs are a reflection of
the most current state of my life. Whether
that's good or bad |laughs], I don't know,

I'm glad you mentioned that, because the
song “King of Sabotage” has some harsh
words for the royalty in the title.

The song is about me. I wear the crown. I'm
one of those people who feels more comfort-
able when things are chaotic. When every
thing is going well, I'm almost waiting for
the moment for things to fall apart. If if
doesn'’t fall apart naturally, I find a way to
f--k things up. I'm getting better about that
now. I've been in therapy for the last vear,
I go once a week, and I'm learning to take
things a day at a time, not to worry, not to
have so much fear of the future. The future
doesn’t exist and you can't change the past
It’s about being in the moment. [ haven't
been the king of sabotage that much lately.

It's good to hear you've retired your crown.
[Laughs)

Katy joins you for a duet on the song "Leg-
ends Never Die.”

I loved doing [that duet| —there is a mutual
respect that we have for each other, and she
really brought the song to life. I love doing
music with her. It's an honor and a special
moment on the EP for me

You will be on the road with Katy's Prismat-
ic World Tour through the early fall. How
has that experience been for you?

It’s amazing and mind-blowing! I still can't
getover it. I don’t want it to end. I feel like a
Dorothy with my ruby slippers. The energy
that’s in a place like that is so vibrant and
palpable . . . I'm sure every other performer
who plays those kinds of venues feels the
same thing. [t's intense. You feel a connec
tion with people. Katy's stage is 50 cool. It
goes down into a V formation, with a point
going out into the audience, which I take
full advantage of. I walk down it and get
into the ¢rowd in the middle of the arena. It

foels really good to feel the massiveness of it
and also have the intimacy of being close to
people.

As an out artist, do you feel like you are
connecting with both your queer and
straight fans?
It's interesting that you ask that. The answer
['m going to give vou goes beyond sexuality.
sometimes say, “I don't know what's actu-
ally happening right now. Am | connecting
with people? [ think
vhen you are in tour mode, you don't really

Are people loving this?”

have a gauge of what's happening beyond

our immediate world every day. It's kind
flike Groundhog Day—yom wake up and

lo the same thing, It's hard to see the scale
of what'’s oecurring beyond that moment,

think in terms of gay and straight fans,
seople who are attracted to my music can see
yeyond all those things. I have a lot of kids
who come up to me at my meet-and-greets
ind tell me that I've helped them get through
wrd times. [ don't know how I've done it. |
ad this girl who had extreme anxiety issues,
vho couldn't go anywhere, tell me that she
istened to my music and now she’s getting
etter. ['ve had gay kids tell me that 1 helped
hem come out. Any time that [ hear that I
wave made a difference in someone's life, that
rives me incredible strength and inspiration
0 keep -[<||||;._I what 1 do, to write songs, | re-
illy feel that bond with my fans. It's a special
relationship. That's one of my favorite parts
f doing shows every night—going out and
meeting people who respond and who have
heen waiting in 8 meet-and-greet line for an
hour just to talk to me. That means the world
to me. [ hope I'm connecting with everybody.

[ Laughs)

It sounds like you are. Have you started
working on a full-length album, and if so,
will it include the songs on the EP?
| am working on a full-length [album]. | have
a few songs that didn’t make the EP because
there wasn't enough space for them. I'm prob-
ably going to go back into the studio and get
them recorded. They're really awesome, I'm
going back into the studio in New York and
continue chipping away at the record, I feel
ike I've got things I want to say now. Being
away from writing and from being in my
head for the last month has given me a lot
of inspiration. There is a full-length in the
works. I don’t know if all of the songs from
the EP will be on there. That's more of a
technical record-label decision, If it was up to
me, I would do a whole new record of all-new
songs. [Laughs] I have so many, and I just
want to get them all out

Ferras joins Katy Perry on October 10 and 11
at Houston'’s Tovota Center.

Gregg Shapiro also interviews Mary Lambert
in this issue of QUrSMART magazine,

NOTHING BUT EYEWEAR

SINCE 1989

2932 MONTROSE BLVD.
HousTON, TX 77006

713-622-4411
EYEELEGANCE.COM

o i £ R Tube D)

Cy

In the mortgage industry, a
plea for trust means nothing;
accountability and reputation

mean everything.

It's different when
you work with the best.

Robert M. Spiegel

Residential Mortgage Loan Originator #198315
spiegel@rsmc.net

2121 Sage Road
Suite 140
Houston, TX 77056
713-961-5363
rmspiegel.com
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Funeral Directors

Stnee 188Y

Funerals
Cremations
Advanced Planning

earthmanbellaire.com
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Subtexts of Voguing

the House Ballroom Scene’

i r*,'..'t

Legendary:

iley Cyrus did not invent twerking. Elvis Presley

| \, I was not rock n’ roll’s sole pioneer, And Madonna
was hardly the first to vogue. Many fail to real-

1ze just how much of our nation’s culture—fashion, dance,
and language—is derived

theater, film, music, literature,
or appropriated, as some would argue) from the African-
American community. But yet, when white people copy
these styles because they're “so cool,” and propel them
into mainstream culture, little credit is given to their
African-American originators, This case occurs even more
50 when cultural identities intersect, like in the case of
black LGBT folks

“Voguing” was a booming part of black gay culture
long before Madonna produced her iconic 1990 video, As
Tim Lawrence points out in his introduction to Voguing
and the House Ballroom Scene of New York Clity 1959-82,
drag balls originated in the second half of the 19th cen-
tury. By the time of the explosion of all the arts known as
the Harlem Renaissance in the 1920s, Langston Hughes
reported that drag balls were the “strangest and gaudi-
est of all Harlem's spectacles” in the black community.
Hughes called them “spectacles of eolour™ and noted that
they were attended by white celebrities. “Harlem was in
the Negro was in vogue,”
the New York legislature criminalized “ho-

vogue” and “ Hughes wrote,

In 1923,
mosexual solicitation,”
still hold an event if a neighborhood group applied for

but the drag ball organizers could

police sponsorship on their behalf, In 1931, despite this
tradition, police began to target the balls for soliciting. “IT

the cops have their way, the effeminate clan will hereafter

confine its activities to the Village and Harlem,” Variety
reported.
After World War 11, gay soldiers returning from the

battlefield started to settle in New York City. They quickly

found fun and friendship competing in the drag balls:

Legendary: Inside
the House Ball-
room Scene

Photographs by
Gerard H. Gaskin

2013 * Duke
University Press
Books (dukeu
press.edu.com)

120 pages - §45

Hardcover

Ebony reported that in March 1953 some
3,000 contestants and spectators gathered
in Harlem's Rockland Palace to compete
and watch

“By the early 1960s, t
began to fragment along racial lines,” Tim

he drag ball culture
Lawrence reports. “The winners of these

increasingly organized events tended to look
ted to ‘highten

up’ their faces if they wanted to have a

W é!'i].r'-: l'1|'|'|'||.|l'1i|ll["-\ Were expec

chance of \\.'il]!]'il];_' the contests,” he writes
“So black queens started . . . their own
events, with Marcel Christian staging what
may have been the first (modern) black ball
in 1962.7

Voguing, with text, photos, and inter-
views by Chantal Regnault, is the definitive
book on this art of self-expression. It was
published three years after Jennie Livings-
ton’s 1990 documentary film Paris Is Burn-
ing gave the world an intimate look into the
world of New York’s black ball scene, showing
contestants "\\:1|k||i;l_'" in the balls, discuss-
ing “House” culture, and explaining lingo
used within this community

Twenty years after Voguing was pub
lished, Gerard H. Gaskin brought us Legend
ary: Inside the House Ballroom Scene. Tt has
little text, and is filled with amazing stills
of ball champions, their “children” (younger
ball participants), and spectators. In an
essay detailing Gaskin’s work, Deborah Wil-
lis writes, “Storytelling is essential to ball
culture, and reimagining new identities is an
extension of this project,” —

=" GONZALEZ OLIVIERI LLC
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1. Clean. Fun.

" r(.' i
'—,x:""-ﬁ: 23 i
The unigue design of this workshop 15 Of If you
v You want to enrich; deepen or ravitalize a good relafionship
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The IMAGO Workshop

for Gay and Lesbian Couples
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Hendrix, Ph.D. "7 I!
GETTING e
THE LOVE, 8§

o ang wont to decide if the ¢
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HoustonCounselingMarrioge.com
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VOTED
Best Auto
Mechanic

« State-of-the-Art Automotive
Repair Facility

= Mechanics Specialize in Both
Import & Domestic Vehicles

» Quality, Reliable and Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

» Centrally Located with Immediate
Access to I-10 and Memorial
Dr/Allen Parkway

+ Buaranteed Parts & Services
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713-452-998°
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| November T-9 for Men,

just 48 short hours ...

FREE from distractions
(drugs, alcohol, media, email,
sex, phone, tv, overeating)

.. conld radically benefit you
for the rest of your life.

Would you risk it?
NEW WARRIOR

AINING ADVENTUR

GBTO GATEWAY, |

We're Celebrating
New Locations!

3407 Montrose Bivd
& 2755 Vossdale Rd

Plus Our Original Heights Location!

3410 North Shepherd 2755 Vossdale
713.426. 6888 281.501.9062

Find out more at www.Mutthouse.com

832.581.2453

& Al Our Products
Are Made InThe USA!

3407 Montrose Blvd

ReadOut

One of the main points of the balls was
to offer a competition in which black gays

could express themselves in any way they

wished—presenting as the opposite gender,

creating intricate fashion, and imitating
celebrities’ glamour and fame— regardless o
their situations in real life

As Pepper LaBejja, “mother” of the Hous«
of LaBeija, put it in Paris Is Burning, “We
prepare fi

ra ball; a ball is our world, as clost
as we get to fame and fortune . . . walking
[strutting] a ballroom floor is our fantasy of
being a superstar, like the Oscars.”

Just as today, the streets were then the

only récourse for young gay men orphaned

by drug culture that left parents in prison or
out
"lI

into the competition drag balls. The Legends

dead, or rejected by parents after coming

In New York, many of these youths sne

(the champion competitors) saw an opportu

nity to help these kids, and the Houses gave
them shelter
What is a House? Says LaBeija in Paris

Is Burning, *A House is a family, a group

of human beings in a mutual bond it’s

1 §aY 5t

but a street gang "

rom street fighting, v

House streetfichts at a ball by walking in
the categories.” The “children” of the House
needed "someone to fill the void [in their
lives], as their real parents gave them such a
hard way to go . .. these kids don’t have two

of nothing,” LaBeija says. They would steal

to get fabric - their costumes, and come to

the balls hungry, There, for a few minutes,
they could become anyone [!|c'_1 wanted to be
As the [.I."_[L'I'Jtih began to age, r||--_~, invited

talented kids into their Houses, teaching

them to design elothing, pose, and walk the
dance floor as competitors. Multiple Houses
formed, and after the House of LaBeija came
the House of Xtravaganza, Ninja, Chanel,
Pendavis, St, Laurent, and others. The kids,
having no connection to real family, took the
House names as their surnames

As the ballroom scene gErew I.‘_l]'\l_{e']'_ new

cat

gories developed; the vounger folks
wanted to compete in high fashion, winter
sportswear, town & country, executive real-
ness, butch queen, and military. Then two
tough categories developed—realness, and

face. Those in drag emphasized whether

they could pass as “real” (whatever gender
1]11-_\' were presenting as) on the street or in
a job, like their straight counterparts. The
beauty of one's face and the attitude shown
on it became primary to “give good face.” The
balls were becoming big business and in the
Livingston film, mainstream fashion, dance,
and social commentators took notice: Gwen
Verdon, Geoffrey Holder, and Fran Lebowitz
are interviewed at the balls.

Gaskin’s Legendary photography shows
the promenade, the walk, the costume, and

dress. “Evening gowns, dress suits, top hats,

and high heels are not gendered if worn with
authenticity,” writes Willis, “Dandies” and
“helles” vogued in styles from prior decades,

epmphasizing “the specta eated by [the

flair of] a group of people courageous enough
to create their safe space.”

When Madonna did release “Vogue,”
exposing this art form to mainstream pop
¢ulture, she cast many prominent ball
competitors, most notably Luis and Jose

Xtre za, as dancers in the accompany-

ing music video. Although widely criticized

for using people of color and gays as props to

further her own career, Madonna does give
homage to voguing's origins by addressing
L1 ---~|_'II||1'—I aspect of the ball scene and how
it. allowed homeless gay youth to express

their true selves in the so

e lyrics:

[ know a place where you can get away:

It’s called a dance .."u'lr'('-" and here’s
what it's for, so

Corre on, 11:1_,\_;”.

Al you need is your own imagination,

So use it—that'’s what it'’s for,

Go tnside for your finest inspiration;

Your dreams will open the door:

Itm

s no difference if you're black

or white,

If the m
VOu
You're a superstar, ves, that's what

YOu are, you kenow b,

Legendary and Voguing demonstrate how,

as in the Harlem Renaissance, an oppressed

minority can, when freed from oppression,
create beauty and magic 'I.|!1|'J.|1|;,'_!| art. Both
1ps

| its own

books are musts to have and share. P

Houston'’s gay community can be

renaigsance of voguing balls?

The Windy City . ..

WL

« fake 1D 1

1terest e ool

- than vou can

CHICAGD STRRIES

g feei set ernl sets f

eves on vou. You find

a wall to lean against

and reach into vour

back pocket for your

crgareites. You have

recentiy mos-

pn a diet.

You don't need to diet or put an a few

unds. You are, as

st af Lie daddies in
the Glory Hole would attest, just right

—From Lincoln Avenue; Chicago Stories

ﬁf‘ regg Shapiro’s late 1970s/early "80s
\_X Chicago is one rich in pop-culture refer-
Brices, in all of the '\l‘|.|.-':IIJr~_'-I'.‘\'\|.'l:. swagger ot

A young man comi if age and realizing he

not only has a place in the city, but a coveted
«pot as well. The above passage is taken from
Your Father’s C:

perfect opener that also ser

ir,” the collection’s pitch-

vies Lo represent

for

1 sort of nltra-insouciant tn medias res
the seemingly semi-biographical protagonist

lnosely running through all of the collec

tion's dozen tales. We see stories spanning
this man's youth, from a fascination with
his swimming instructor in fourth grade
(“Swimming Lessons”) to feeling uneasy
about seeing an old boyfriend (“Your Moth
ers Car”

Shapiro i1s a seasoned contributing writer
to various LGBT publications throughout
the eountry, from thoze in Baltimore to this
ol’ publication right here, in addition to
many literary journals. He has previously
I,|,|'!|];,-\|u'r,| A C ild,'-, tion |:|'|Z-\_-"I rv entitled Fro

tection (2008) as well as a ililFlEusu:n_ Crregg

piro: 77 (2012). This experience and
versity of writing skill shows in Linealn

, ag it feels at times both like hearing
a friend recount old stories and also like a
quality portrait of life at a certain time and
in a certain place.

At 91 pages, Shapiro’s short-story collec-
tion is also a zippy read, never overstaying
its welcome. You are left wishing you could
spend more time in its universe. So pretend

like it's still summer (because let’s be hon-

est—in Houston, it rar Iy feels like it's not
summer) and spend an aflternoon in Shap-
iro’s Chicago, Later that night, share your
own stories—while we might not all be as
deft at writing as Shapiro, we've all got ‘'em

Lincoln r: Chicago Stories is avail-

able from Squares & Rebels, a Handtype

Press imprint {squaresandrebels.com).

—Tori Laxalt

TWO FRONT-ROW
SEATS.

The sporty, two-seater
MINI Coupe with active
rear spoiler that raises

at 50 MPH for increased
downforce. Get the best
seats in the house. Starting
at just $21,450.

MOMENTUM MINI
10000 SOUTHWEST FWY
HOUSTON, TX 770774
800-557-5374

MOMENTUMMINI.COM

*MSRP does not include destination and
handling charge of $795 and excludes
license, registration, taxes, options and
labor to install. Certain features maybe
optional. Actual price determined by
your authorized MINI dealer. Visit your
authorized MINI dealer for important
details. 2014 MINI USA, a divi
of BMW of North America, LLC. The
MINI name, model names and |ogo are
registered trademarks.
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Calendar of Events

Compiled by
Marene
Gustin

Halloween in Houston

ook out! It's the month for spooks and thrills, gore and
guts, and even a few sexy costumes, If Halloween is
your holiday of choice, then this iz the month for you.

Break out the fake blood and hit the streets—we've got ev-

Boo!: this

skeleton was

on view last year

at the Health
Museum’s Siece

OF THE SKELETONS.

st j s : i Will this year's
erything from family-friendly boo-fun to specky art exhibits, be even creepiet?
a Halloween pup erawl (that’s not a typo), and an outdoor
sereening of Bela Lugosi's eult elassie Dracu

a nonprofit group, and proceeds from this vear’s blowout

Check out the calendar section Srooks axp THriLLS! on benefit the Houston Children's Charity, Houston Humane
page 123 for all the details. You can head down to the island Society, and Dove Key Ranch Wildlife Rehabilitation.
for Ghostly Galveston tours and fun events, or visit Houston’s Little monsters can enjoy face painting, a pumpkin
National Musewm of Funeral History where scary exhibits patch, and trick-or-treating. Adults can munch out af
like Dracula's Cemetery and a Halloween car show will run food trucks, enjoy the stage shows, including headliner
all month ]l\l].-_' Vanilla It.‘l-, p!l'|.|.“‘ a haunted house and a Halloween

And don't forget ScreamWorld, one of the biggest and costume fashion show. And get this—AMC's The Walking

Dead makeup team will

best haunted houses in Texas. A little tamer—but not too 1 be on site!

much—is the Houston Zombie Walk’s Halloween Festival and This could be the best Halloween party ever
Horror Con at Discovery Green, October 19. Zombie Walk is Marene Gustin
RADIO I e & [ im relate to. Theater LaB Houstan: thelat
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Anything Goes. Th
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ampany vete

. O;Toaén 17
Rafat Blechacz. The Polish pianist

arfarm

G Sheppald and Kelly Lang itgomery Co

O' TOBER ;‘Zl
Conversation with the Amsl Patn(k Fiaster and Darla
Robleto. In this d !

i

O"f' ER 23 N: VEMBER 1

'heﬂddamsfamr!r staging of the Addams Famil
(-3 |-_bEH 25 ;
.{nuston Arts Alllanceshansported - Renewed
ng bands, the it

\RT & PHOTOGRAPHY
* THRoOuGH OCTOBER 5
Robin Myers: Unknown Constellations and Keliy
Anderson-Staley: On a Wet Bnugb {onlemporary
rmrrpe Pnr!rmrs )

» THrRouaH OcTtorer 12
Life: Survivor Portraits. This new series by local artist
Neback jdeg 18 trait ¢

* THRouaH OcToBer 16
The Left Bank on the Bayou: Av
r.f:earre in 19305 Hausran Ar

& Gallery at the Liniver

. Tm::nLuH OETDEIEh 18
Urrwho.re e Longnecker Gallery feat
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Air, Cond:!mn.;

ded

o
c
515 Westheimer 713 524-7858

www.hairsalonhouston.com

Mon. - Fri. 10am - 7pm | Sat. 10am - Spm | Sun. Closed

THE BIRD & THE BEAR

Saturday & Sunday

Brunch
Bottomless Mimosas S12

THE E‘.:EET“FS’QQC“AIR
S %

CUSTOM TATT00S

BODY PIERCING

_—_—--1
_—_---‘
-

Thanks for voting us
Houston's BEST
tattoo & piercing studio!

OUTSMART READERS'

CHOICE AWARDS 2013, 2014

510. OFF W/ AD !

I 8722 Richmond Ave. @ Fondren i
www.electricchair.cc 713-780-3500

We are honored to be named a
finalist for Best Brunch!

Thank you to everyone who
voted for us!

b

GREATEST
-2014-

G-Wm%d&@% Spw
Pampered
Pet Preferred
Styling * Bathing
Nail Trimming * Boarding

(hlt:gmﬂl‘t

2810 Westheimer

713-528-2473
thebirdandthebearbistro.com
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| 7037 FM 529 » Houston = TX 77095
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i LARSON LAW FIRM

""30+ YEARS

wLombined Experignce,,

« Immigration/ Deportation/ Bond Hearings
» Criminal Defense

* Personal Injury/Accidents

* Wills/ Powers of Attorney

* Family Law

* Mediation
Payment Plans Avaiiable » Free Consultabon (nention s =L
ATI'OR
=~ i NElL'Y‘I%u Oificar

713.688,8472

LarsonLawFirm.com
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‘J.'.!.. 1 GOL

VIiDEO

OFPEN 24 HOURS

* Preview Center
* Lubricants

* DVD Rentals

* New Releases
* Adult Novelties

S90S RICHMOND

(at Fountainview)

713.780.1827

N
..k ANDY’S ALL-STAR

PEST CONTROL

—T713-732-7742

Complete Pest Control Seruice%
|

6 Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Contral

This is Termite Swarming Season |
Call us to Protect your Investment

Call

SUPPORT SPAY-NEUTER.
SNAPUS.ORG snap

Stop The Cyclo.

Christine Salazar photographed by Bryan Anderson
Venue: Neon Boots Dancehall & Saloon
Make-Up: Aubrrie Layne of Vanity Lounge
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AND OTHER THINGS
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PRSA) Houston Chapter he
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fire I., K9s4L|

AVE THE DATE!
* Novemeer 1
;reat Houstun Area Walk.

chEn-t\ R ‘I &2:npBEYS
oulhern meg Home Inr Ihi‘ l'll:llei'fS Shuw:ase. See
DU 1ome o te fays. It al

* NovemMeer 4

Quatuor Mosaiques. The mast promnent period

st nt tet perfc vday makes its first Hou
NO»EMEH-R 5

Imhua EeH ety for the Performing Arts presents vio
Nouwarn 7

Fashion Fete Art of the Runway. Upcoming fundraser for
verseWorks: diverseworks.or

ONGOING
r infar I":

* AssistHers
* Center HIV Support Group
* Coming Out Support Group
* Depression Bipolar Support Gru-up
« Dignity Houston (LGBT Cathohies an
* Discovery Green Flea by Night
« Domestic Violence/Relationship Wellness Group
* EMBody: Introduction to Yoga
« EMBody: Mmdfulness Well-Being, Stress Reduction
» Fathers First | 5
« First Saiurday Arts Marim
« First Saturday Queer Bingo
» Free Legal Consultations for PWAs
« Gay Men's Survivors of Sexual Assault Support
» Gulf Pride for Youth
= HATCH's Transgender Support Group
and Speak Out for Youth
* HATCH Youth Group
« Helping TransGenders Anonymous (support group)
* HIV Support Group BSSG
* HIV Support Gmup Lun(h an(h
« HIV Testing (Houston Area (
= HIV Testing (Le
» HIV Testing (Plane
« HIV Festingl Thoma:
* Houston Pride Band
« LGBT HIV+ Support Group
» LOAF (Leshians Over ifty) Meet and Greet
* Log Cabin Repuhlrca!‘ls
* Long-Term Survivor's Group for HIV+ Gay Men
+ National Leather Association-Houston
» Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
(PFLAG) Houston
* Queer Book Club
* Ryan White Planning Council
= Share with PFLAG Houston
» Share with the Clear Lake satellite of PFLAG Houston
* Southern Country (free dance lessons)
» SPRY (LGET persons age 60 and older)
« Triple D: Dykes, Dinner, and Discussion
« WHAM! Whole Health Action Management
* The Women's Group
» Women's Survivors of Sexual Assault Support
» Lumba (exercise class)

ot L hnie
reet Linig)

are under the

B TH'-tOUuH QOcToBER 31

pecial Halloween treat! Info. galveston

* Ocroser 19
I:n ston Halloween Festival and Horror Con, It'

* OCcTOoBER 25 )

Mini Monster Ba rd 1y

* Ocroser 31

Scream on the Green. Have a spooky e af Ha

PAWS
RESCUE

™ Costume Contest at 3p

» Celebrity Judges «
A Prizes for Funniest, Scariest
and Most Original Costume

HALLOWEEN PET
COSTUME PAW-TY!

» Fundraiser and Adoption Event e

Saturday, October 25th 11a-4p

3404 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006

Silent Auction and Raffle Items

Plus, Free Gift Bags
for the first 25 households

Reservations
713/781-1040

benefits Tiny Paws Rescue

MOBILE GROOMER ON SITE:

eeded

A portion of groomer proceeds




{ Phatas by
Dalton DeHart

Boys, Boys, Boys
at Guava Lamp

September 12

Tony Carroll Birthday
Fundraiser for Harris County
Democratic Party

September 13

Queer Queens
of Qomedy Texas Tour
at Neon Boots

September 17

“Victor/Victoria” -
Out at TUTS - Sponsored
by OurSmarT magazine

September 18

) PHO SAIGON

The Delicious & Healthy Alternative for a Busy Lifestyle!

BaR ) o _
. Nt \ Specializing in Savory Beef, Chicken & Egg Noodle Soups, Steamed Rice Plates and Vermicelli Bowls. FINALIST
1 BEST
g 2808 Milam St., Ste. D (between Drew 8 Tuam) * 713,524.3734 « PhoSaigonNoodleHouse.com VIETNAMESE
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to each other. That's why I write about it a

it. I'm 50 hungry for connection. I crave real,

tangible human interaction. I believe the
av to achieve that is vulnerability. The way
vou achieve vulnerability is to have an open
eart. That’s the basis of it. An openness of

= S T - ¢ 1
our soul, which 1 believe 15 your heart

Your torch-song reinvention of Rick Spring-
field's “lessie’s Girl” is nothing short of bril-
liant. You take ownership of the song! Why
did you choose to cover that song?

love that song! “Jessie’'s Girl" is one of my

favorite songs that has ever been written

| There's the intensity behind il

hen vou break down the lyrics. When |
e it down and v I Ll

icht chords to fit with love 1 ¢

She's watching him with those eyves/and

1e's loving him with that body.” That lin
poetic. There's poetry in that song. |
now 1t 11 1 1L, angsty Kin I
it I just “Ify
1 Ve ur ha el mne
108 Str It tl I
1mi I 0 i i I 11
m I. ) i |
e, the intent behind i I 1
n terms of wanting to connect with the gay
ommunity in that wav. But 1 also think tal
1 it down-tempo and adding 11 to i
ve it a different kind of life

Do you know if Rick Springfield has heard it
snd what he thinks of it?

think he has heard it. | would love to have a
onversation with him. I think we're actually
vorking on setting one up now

Like Beth Ditto, you have become a body-
mage advocate, most recently launching
rhe Body Love Campaign. What can you tell
me about it?

[he Body Love Campaign is something 1

ee] very stronglv about. It's just the idea ot
elf-worth and self-care and propelling that
n our eulture that is so invested in breaking
lown women [and making| women ask for
alidation from men. I don't think it's any
||--!_\ s fault, but | think it's perpet wated ||.\

wth genders. Something 1 really wanted to

ittack was the fact that it starts before you
ire 16 or 17, That was the peak of it for me,

vhen 1 felt pressured to be somebody that 1

vasn't and then feel reall
[ wanted to make a declara

beautiful, jusat th

lidn't want {

if other people do. I think it's abg
self-harming, heavy drinking, and escapism
because of the pain we feel about our bodies

ind our self-destruction

reig Shapiro alse (nterviews Ferras in the
: /

GrooveOut eolumn in this tssue of OUTSMART.

You're invited to

John Ross Palmer’s
Afternoon of Escapism
Saturday, October 18"

12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

The John Palmer Art Gallery & Studio
1218 Heights Boulevard
Houston, Texas 77008
713.861.6726

Massive Silent Art Auction
Live Entertainment by Kofi
Complimentary Valet Provided

A portion of proceeds will benefit
the League of Women
Voters Education Fund, 501(c)(3).

During Escapism Week, October 11
to October 18, use Promo Code
ESCAPISM at Check-Out for 30% off of any
purchase at JohnPalmerStore.com.

5FO
oul L
L) Oy

- »
e ]
Lany W

RIVER OAKS PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES

Intensive Outpatient Program « Programa Ambulatorio Intensivo

Remendando Corazones y Mentes
: ENSNE roQram fes meet the acute
1| and native speaking alike,

1 an environment that is safe, containing, anc

en contacto con el Or, Garcia para pragr:
: Bl 1

y cualouser pregunt

2 arlapta a sus necesidades.

113.921.4568

miver osns  [IVEroakspsych.com

e determing

gDANIEL GARCIA,
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Photos by
Dalton DeHart

Transgender Unity Banquet
2014 at Sheraton Brookhollow

Legacy Community
Health Services -

12th Annual Luncheon
Honoring Martha Turner

September 20

September 22

CANVAS PRINTS
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JAZINE.COM

COLOR POSTERS

GREETING CARDS|

713.528.1201
1201-F Westheimer
Houston TX 77006

www.copydotcom.com

MUCH MORE

A Restless Artist, Still Untamed

conttnued from page 97

breakdown, then decided to continue his trip
in the opposite direction, to California, plan-
ning his stops according to which museums
he wanted to visit along the way, Journaling
his experience on hig blog and seeing great
art from coast to coast, the trip proved to be
eood therapy.

Back in Houston, he became the vi-
sual arts editor of the classy and popular
\rts+Culture Houston magazine in 2012
He assumed the same title for Arts+Culture

Texas, the statewide magazine formed when
A+C Houston merged with its North Texas
sister publication and added coverage in
ither eities

In January 2013, Britt-Darby showed
some of the iron-on paintings in a solo exhi-
bition Keepsakes from Several Occasions, at
Zoya Tommy Contemporary. Images from his
sex-worker past comingled with seenes from
the present, as if he were intentionally eon-
flating the two

Past and present met again that May,
when Britt-Darby sta a two-part exhibi-
tion titled Art Crit RHJJHJ'.’-",' at Art
League Houston. The press release made
clear that Britt-Darby had moved on from

ron-ons: “The first part of the exhibition
eatures a series of text paintings conceived

ag portraits of the authors whose words are

contained therein, Painted againat abatract,
reflective backgrounds that eause the words
to shift in and out of legibility with changes
in the light and the viewer’s orientation, the
texts are appropriated from Internet forum
posts and press articles written about Britt-
Darby during two eross-country road trips—
one in 2004, another in 2011-2012—that
provoked alarm and public speculation about
his mental state.”

For part two, Britt-Darby took up resi-
dency in the gallery for a month and created
a four-part mural-sized text painting that
spread across three walls, This time every
word came from his Brockton arrest report.
“It was an absurd gesture in a way—all that
wark for a painting people only had one day
to see in a complete state, and that is too
big to read in its entirety,” Britt-Darby says
“And then the next day [ rolled it up and car-
ried it home. But the show touched a nerve
for a lot of people. At the closing reception,
one person after another came up and told
me really personal things about their experi
ences with meth, or mental illness, or sex
work, or getting arrested.”

Having |.1|u out his past so thoroughly
in his art, Britt-Darby wasn't sure aboul his
odds when he heard that the University of
Houston's Blaffer Art Museuam was looking
for a new director of public affairs. “T may
be too colorful for Blaffer,” he emailed direc-

1AL

CONNECT

GENERAL AND SPEC

DENTAL

IALTY DENTISTRY

Imp]anls Crowns, and Aesthetics

*$199 In-Office Whitening
*Ask about our 25% OFF promotion
*We Accept All PPO Insurances

Come visit us at our new location or give us a call for
more information!

2902 N. Shepherd Dr Houston, TX 77008
713-230-8350
www.ConnectDentalSpecialists.com

tor and chief curator Claudia Schmuclkli
“But I'd be interested in talking . . . if you
would.” Sechmuckli, who had attended
Britt-Darby’s wedding, replied suceinetly
from her iPhone; “No color too bright for
us. Let’s talk.”

As he wrote his farewell A+ column,
Britt-Darby got out a map and traced
all his road trips and last-minute cheap
flights since leaving the Chronicle, "By
my count, ['ve vigited 93 museums in 23

gtates in a few months shy of three years,”

he wrote. “To be honest, it's kind of made
me want to go work at one.” Now he does,
on the very same university campus
where he began rebuilding his life nearly
10 years ago.

At 44, Britt-Darby is comfortable as
a matured gay male with a honed body
and a honed mind. He is a career profes-
sional with bold ideas and creative media
with which to express them. He is an
artist capable of deeply touching the
souls of others—a man free of secrets in
a world full of spin and image control
And the only thing predictable about
Dewvon Britt-Darby is that he is predict-

ably unpredictable

Brandon Wolf wrote about Pride marshals
Sar-

Christina Gorezynski, JD Doyle, an
ah Walters and Fernando Aramburo i the
June 2014 issue of QUTSMART magazine,

October 25, 2014 at BPN
Free Concert

Resurrection MCC
2025 W. 11t

houstonprideband.org

St.
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Voted BEST
Vegeterian Restaurant

Proud 1o Suppor! the LGBT Community

GREEN WITH

PRIDE

COMING 2015
Woodlands

ENTER TO WIN a $100 Gift Cert
rugglesgreen.com/

 fREE>
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Daniel R. Garza, MD
\edication

Specializingein:
Depression.« Bipolar
Anxiety"=*ADHD*Disorders
VOTED %1 PSYCHIATRIST
OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2008-2014

281.610.8130
2323 S. Shepherd Dr. = Suite 805

vy &wlﬁaﬂul b, 4

o Houslon

Lawn and Garden
Restoration * Maintenance * Design
Iron and Wood Fencing
Patios = Decks * Retaining Walls
Pottery * Holiday Lighting

Business News

Dl .!arm:l Huvar, Dr Nllo!ur

}l[lle Dr. Clint Herzog nshley Zavala,
Dr. Tadd Keller colebrated

Seamus Kraham, owner of the Ltban F

Got news? Send your business-news items
to Letters @ QutSmartMagazine.com

We Install Indoor/Outdoor
Holiday Lighting & Decor

713.502.5589

LawnServicesorHousTon.com

SudAies

is a 501(c)(3) not-for-

profit organization, |
serving the Greater |

Houston area.

We work with area animal shelters to foster,

spay/neuter, and facilitate adoptions for the |
hundreds of domestic rabbits surrendered!

abandoned each year.

To learn more about living with a house I

rabbit, visit our website: Q 0

Serving our
Community in

a Safe & Caring
Environment.

Psychotherapy, Career Counseling,
Individual, & Relationship
Counseling

DeNis “WoobDjA™
FLANIGAN, PH. D.
Licensed psychologist

Voted Best Psychologist

63""‘"’* Lo

T13-524-3353 | NO COVER | 21+

20011-2014
QuitSmart Readers’
Choice Awards

Advanced clinical experience in BDSM/Kink, polyamory,
open relationships, infidelity, and pagan spirituality in an
accepling and non-judgmental environment

HELPING YOU REACH YOUR FULL POTENTIAL!

2600 Southwest Fwy., Suite 409 Houston, TX 77098
www.Houston-Psychologist.com | 713-589-9804

For mental health news, and information, you can lollow me at
www.facebook.com/Flanigan.psychotherapy

8 30PM

570 Waugh Drive | Allen Parkway

5 1‘1" 3

¢ [FESMILES

),4 Rvm \.'ilt;-‘h‘l DDS
IsaLessThan

IDEAL SMILE
Holding You Back?

Regain Your Confidence with a LifeSmile from
Dr. Randy Mitchmore. Continuously voted one of
Houston's Best Denus{s since 2003.

EXCELLENCE
PERFORMANCE
CONFIDENCE

No Guilt-Trips, No Judging
Just Compassion and Great Results!

Call or visit (mention this AD)

www.LifeSmiles.us
Book your smile evaluation today!

Lifesmiles by Dr. Randy Mitchmore

7135929300

1722 W ALABAMA STREET - HOUSTON, TX 77098

N Mana R

asian house

DINE-IN » DELIVERY = CATERING

Hitan Ingpived. Wade-to- Order.
IN YOUR NHEHB“HHWB'

RIVER DAKS o,

1574 West Gray Street =
Houston, TX 77019 = Il

wmanirose Bhvd.

W Gray St

TAKEOUT & DELIVERY CALL:  OR ORDER ONLINE AT:

(832) 581-4676 MAMAFUS.COM
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ACCOMMODATIONS

4FullyFurnished Corporate Apartments*

VE.

& place for everyon livingmosaic.cc

Troubleshooting IF
Tune-ups -Tul_erials

PC Hu_[!.lmETEI:h

| 832.496.9246 §
Local Fast Affordable

EMPLOYMENT
NOW HIRING: Local Interior

i Plantscaping and

¥ Holiday Decorating

Company needs

By talented seasonal

-decoration and
lighting installers
warehouse man-
ager, and office

staff to begin immediately.

Jamie at

46 or email to

humanresources@sherrariums.com

Seeking warm and loving person to
help with general cleaning and cooking
for paralyzed student in college. $10
per hour plus bonuses. Call Stacy Butler
832.740.3865

(utvSmart

Advertising Sales Reps
Successful candidates must be
organized, self-motivated, energetic,
outgoing, creative and experienced
in advertising and marketing sales
preferred. Salary+Commission, health
benefits program included. Email resume
to Employment@QutSmartMagazine.
com, Fax resume to 713/522-3275, Attn:
Tom Fricke, Associate Publisher,

130 OCTOBER 2014

EMPLOYMENT

NOW HIRING
Looking for part-time bookkeeper
for two (2) small businesses
Everything is on QuickBooks.
Please reply fo

Bryan@ execxxxvideo.com

CLEANING SERVICES
~ Dexter’s '
5 Star Service |

Daovinng the chores you hate to da |
Wr wr wr W

Cleaning - Bartending
Designated Driver |
House/Pet Sitting or Just ask!

Bob Samora B32/252-1961
creative « professional
reliable = detailed « flexible

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

Houston's
Award
Winner

Best

Massage

Therapist

4 ngl?ﬁ'ﬁ'#
713.542.0426

ZeppelinMassage.com

i DR

e diNow.in )y
o fiﬂ!ﬂéﬂ&'
YOYO - 713-825-5649

DutSmartMagazine.con

u. A9 ¢

r

T

Houston, TX 77018
www.tirnrnassaue.com

» Sporis
» Deep Tissue

» Relaxation

Ron

Roman Body
Massage

.
MASCULINE MALE THERAPIST
OFFERING:
ane Massage * Sports Stretching
» Guided Meditation

* Reiki Energy Therapy

Hot Towel Treatment, Hot Stone Treatment,
& Bromatherapy Included in all sessions!

Brian, LMT
Licensed Massage Therapist
713-806-2199

www,Romanbody.com

Thank you for supporting
OutSmart advertisers!

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

Reward Yourself
A NICE TOUGH. RELAXATION
(OF BOOY AND MIND BY
4 LEE
832.978.7017

FULL BODY
SWEDISH
INDIAN ,
MASSAGE -
ONLYS50/HR.

wiww SugrlsndMassage. com

CALL SHAAN 713.894.7883

POOL SERVICES

LIC# MT020572 |

713-559-1100
Bemuiful Pools ai
T Al Prices

. \
| , wrafiection
[ \ \ mcisumgau.m

WEST HEIGHTS HOUSE
GLBT SHELTER-AHCH, Inc.

Seeks donations of canned goods

and/or rummage sale items
Tax deductible. 501(c)3 non profit omg
Established in 1994
www.ahchincwebs.com

713.864.1795

Specializing in Men's Body Waxi
Full or partial body wax - 75% nf
ylar wax proc
llians) and off

Ly
ALL ACCESS

FREE TRIAL!
1713.590.9090

1.877.510.3344

MARKETPLACE ‘
ADVERTISING RATES
Deadline: Oct. 16 for the Nov. Issus
For rates/info, call 713/520-7237 ext, 10.

p———

ryan

r.m.t., n.m.t, |l reiki t.

professional

sports &
therapeutic
massage

Voted one of
Houstons best
massage therapist,
2008, 2010, 2011,
2012 & 2014!
-outsmart magazine

713 269 7926
ryanmassageworks.com

i ._ ||-|-..,u.,l‘l I,- \ {3 3 2@‘ wﬂ@ Fiond \ Q-

BIARMMERIARIL

FOR MENTAL HEALTH

AWARENESS

REGISTER ONLINE AT:
WWW.THEHOUSTONWALK.ORG

- SATURDAY OCT 11, 2014

t._." R LA
VALK st i

Qur theme this year is “Step In The Lime Light”
Affirmation is "HOPE"
We are wanting to be as GREEN as possible ... Ride your bike or car pool.
The Walk will start at 8 AM sharp by Mayor Annise Parker.

NEED A PIED-A-TERRE?

When business or pleasure brings you
to Houston for a month or more,
why not make L'Emerson your address?

= All the amenities of home.
() | L. {_ g e « Ideally situated in the
¥ \\_ ~pHe o i Montrose-Midtown area,
—_— = Much mare affordable than
a downtown hotel room
Tom Fricke, Proprietor

210 Emerson Street * Houston, Texas 77006

www.LEmerson.net

Right now is the perfect opportunity to be proud of who
you are; to be compassionate to yourself and to others;
and to show gratitude to those you love and truly appreciate.

Thank you again to my OutSmart readers for voting
me best astrologer again for all of these many years.”

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by QutSmart Readers

LILLY RODDY

:-\-. e

2 0 QO O

ASTROLOGER

e"h y :“‘ o~ gy t‘ "
s’ as’ W Ty

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

o Pasl Life Regressions
< Reiki Master

o Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

GIFT CERTIFICATES « CREDIT CARDS

713.529.5842

lillycath@aol.com » www.lillyroddy.com
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Current

OutSmart Advertisers

Get your business listed here, Call 713/520-7237 ext 10 for details.

ACCOMMODATIONS

CATERING SERVICES

LEmerson Corporate Lodging

...Lemerson.net
Gables of River Daks

2724 Kiphng 51 cresmmreernenns 11352 5-2724

Chateau Pofonez Event Venue
Chateaupolonez.com. ... 281/655-5656
Jim Benton of Houston Catering

2811 Eastman ., 713/802-2860

ACCOUNTANTS/BOOKKEEPERS/ CPAS _

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS _

Gary Gritz, CPA
230 Westeott, Ste 210 ..o T13/784-3030

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT
Adam & Eve Stores
IR (1T ] oy
25701 1-45 North......
17531 Hwy 249

713/521-2326
281/298-0D069
.. 281{469-0619

Executive Adult Video Superstore & Theater

B T [

14002 NW Fwy -1 13/462-5152
Megaflixxx Video
5803 Richmond - T13/780-1827
____._ﬁ.DVERI'ISIHC
OutSmart Magazine
T13/520-7237

3406 Audubon ... ..o

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING _
Newport Alr
NEWPOITAILNEL ...
Tejas Alr

281/808-8630

- 833/287-6117

HRHSTS{H TGﬁLLERIES;’MUSEUMS
Archway Gallery
1305 Dunlavy -.113/522-2409
John Paimer Art Gallery & Studio
1218 Heights Blvd T13/861-6726
Jumper Maybach Fine Art
Jumpermaybach.com__.._...... 713/703-1350
Nude Art Gallery
2000 Edwards
Red Bud Gallery
303 E, 11th SL.,.713/854-4246

___ ASTROLOGER

Lilly Rod u\f kslwlngy

.. thenudeartgallery com

713/529-5842
anvasmc_n;_smi'lcss

Gonzalez Olivieri LLC
gonzalezolivierillc.com
Katine & Nechiman LLP

1834 Southmaore

Kennard Law
kennardaw.com ...
Law Offices of Caro Kinsella
chinsellalaw.com........e
Larson Law Firm

2855 Mangum Rd., Ste. 559 ...
Lohman Law Firm LLC
Lohmanfirm com.. 713/714-4601
Moore and Hunt MI orneys at Law
MooreandHunt. com...................713/522-4282
Clyde Williams, Attorney

713/481-3040
713/808-1001

L BO0/ KEN-NLAW
.954/304-2243

713/688-8472

PR o 38 713/236-0064
Simoneaux Law Firm
JSimLaw.com.. 113/999-9577

“AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

Tech Auto Maintenance

37 Waugh. - T13/863-8244

AUTOMOTIVE SALES
Advaniage BMW/Midtown
2101 San lacinto @ Gray..,
Knapp Chevrolet
E15 Houston Ave.............
Momentum Mini
10000 SW FWY ..o eonrimmianinnirians
Porsche of West Houston
11890 Katy Fwy ... Houston, PorscheDealer.com
Stewart Cadillac
2520 Main St...... i T13382-5705

713/289-1200

T13/446-6691

- B00/557-5574

BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES

Acadian Bakers
604 W. Alabama....

Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com. ...

-~ T13/520-1484

713-522-9999
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Baring Memdrial United Methodist
1440 Harold .. 113/520-1017

Living Mosalc Chlm:h

.832/659-0686
Resurrection MGG

2025 W anth, ol TI3861-9 149
5t Paul's United Methodist Ghureh
5501 Main T13/528-0527

CLEANING SERVICES &=
Perfection Plus

T13/664-9911

CLOTHING
The Class Room

2534 Amherst.......... L 713/874-0004

___COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
AssisiHers

" .assisthers.org
Berlng Suppon Ne!woth
- J13-526-1017, ext.20
Bnllianl I.ECTII!'E Series
BrilliantLectures.org ..
Bunnies On The Bayou
BunniesOnTheBayou org

T13/974-1335

Houston Gaymers
i houstongaymers.com
NOLISTOH HUI'“L.'II'I!!S Flag Football
: .hurricanesflagfootball.org
Houstan Pride Banu
HoustonPrideBand.org
Hnus!un Area Stonewall Democrats
4 . houstonstonewallyd.org
lhr Ilrewe nl Dlympus
.. krewololympus.org
Lesbian Heallh Imllallue (LHiJ
401 Branard. i
ManKind Prujem

. Nhihouston.org

ManKindProjecti.org

Pride Houstaon .. . PrideHouston org

COMPUI’ER NTERNEUITSER\"I E§
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer.... 713/528-1201

—____ COUPLES WORKSHOPS
Tony Carroll

HoustenTherapist.com T 13-527-0000
Damian Duplechain, LPC, LCDC
HoustonMarriageCounseling.com. 713/409-8111

_DRUGS/PHARMACY
Mila?harmﬂny.cum

T13/489-4362

=0 EDUCHTIDNITRMNING
HCC Coleman College
..ColemanConnection.org

HC(: Inlerrnr Destqn
! Central HCCS.edu/iDesign

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE LIFE
Alley Theatre
AlleyTheatre.org.........
Bayou Music Center

. 113/220-5700

520 Texas.. . BayouMusicCenter.com
Bayou City Bar & Grill

2409 Grant........ BayouCityBar.com
F*Bar

202 Tuam .. FBARHouston.com

Galveston.com
...388/GAL-ISLE

Genrge Cuunlry Spu ris Bar

617 Fairview ... e 13/ 528-B102

- Grand 1894 Dpara Hnuse

TheGrand.com .. BOD/A21-1894

Guava Lamp

SO WELEN. e ms s iisaces 713/524-3359

JaZINe.com

Hobby Center

TheHobbyCenter.org. ...

House of Blues

1204 Caroling ... ....oeeremens

HSPVA

ONSIAZENSPVAOEE, 1oiorvireiivnns s

JR's/Santa Fe

B0 P e

Meteor

2306 Genesee ...

Miller Dutdoor Theatra
MillerDutdoorTheatre.com

Mantmsa Mining Company

BOS Pacific

Neon Bools

11410 Hempstead Hwy.

Obsidian Art Space

3522 White Oak Dr.......

T13/315-2400
. HouseofBlues.com
-1 15/942-1960

713/521-2519

713/521-0123

113/529-T488
necnbootsclub.com

~obsidianartspace.org

Peari Bar

4216 Washington ........ ..pearlhouston.com
Hudyard £

2010 Waugh s ianmiamen d N3 R 10521
Society for the Pellormlnq Arts
SPAHouston.org L T13/227-8772
South Beach

810 Pacific ; 113/529-7623
Splash Bar Galuebtuu

1302 Seawall ......., P— 1 Tl

5RO Productions
STO-Productions.com....... ..
Theater LaB Houston
theaterlabhouston.com.........
Theatre Under the Stars

T13/300-2358

713/868-7516

TUTS.com oo, - 113/558-TUTS

TSU Theatre

3100 Cleburne St 713/313-7157

3rd Coast

2416 Postoffice 409/ T65-6911

Tony's Corner Pocket

BIWDallas ... B3/ T2 27658
rie'l't'mlw, GYNECOLOGY

H Glinie
houstonreiorg

713/878-0878

~ FIN NCIAL PLﬁNNINGjBRNKS
Richard Dickson/Wallstreet Texas
5120 Woodway, Ste 9000..............281/853-2050
Midtown Financial/Grace Yung
3355 Alabama, Ste 230..............713/355-9833

FITMESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINERS
Club Houston )
R20G bannh L
Define Body & Mind

713/659-4998

i . .. DEFINEbody.com
Fit Athletic Club
FitHouston.com

Houston Gym
1501 Dirhant i

_FOOD & SPIRITS
Bud nghl
... Budlight.com

. T13/STAYFIT

T13/B80-9191

Economy Liguor
EcanomyLiquorGalveston.com.. 409/ 763-6091
RWE Vodka

.. RWBvodka.com
Spec s
specsonline.com ..

— FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Earthman Funeral Directors
EarthmanBellaire.com..............
Pat H, Foley & Co. Funeral Home

1200 W 34th.. T13/869-626)

Gnnnmmcmunsem’
Joshua’s Native Plants & Garden Antiques
502 W, 18th ,, T13/B62-7444

. BBB/526-8787

T13/667-6505

GENERATORS _
Grasten Power Techonologles
Grastengeneralors.com.. ...

__I_'I__Rl!lj_’ﬂ_.ﬂgl_lfMRKE-ijP SALONS
NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 WestHeIMEr ... oo eeisicciiea

B32/381-2888

.113/524-7858
832/443-8615

Posh

1700 Post Oak Bled, Ste. 270...__713/728-6194
HEARING AIDS/SERVICES

Beltone Audiology 'Hearing Alds

1509 W.ABth, Ste B ..o . B32/426-2982

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC

Kirby Health & Weliness/Kenneth W. Lester, 0.C.

1603 Shepherd

_HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING
!on\r Carrall, LMSW-ACP
1006 Missouri - 713/527-0000
D. “Woodja" Flanigan, MS, LPA

713/526-

2600 5W Fary, Ste 409 ... 713/589-9804
Dr. Daniel Garza, MD
2323 Shepherd, Set 805 281/610-819(

Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD

230 Westcoft, Ste 210

Ken McLeod, LCSW, ACSW
5909 Wloop 5, Ste 480 ...
The Montrose Center

401 Branard 713/529-0037
Denise 0'Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN

3730 Kirby, Ste 910...... P13/ 534-952"
River Daks Psychological Services
RiverOaksPsych.com 713/521-456¢
Robert Sneligrove, LMSW-ACP

113/869-7400

T13/628-177¢

4617 Montrose, Ste C206 J13/522-7014
Christine Wysong
230 Westcott.Ste 210 - 713/869-7400

~ HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
4000 Washinglon.. ... 113/518-141
Connect Dental Specialists

2902 N. Shepherd Drive ..., 713/230-8350
FLOSS City Center

803 W. Sam Houston Pkwy....... B32/543-3782
FLOSS, Dianna Wilde, DDS

514 Elgin, Ste A 713/942-010
Cory Logan, DDS
530 Waugh 715/942-858¢

LiteSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS

1722 W. Alabama 713/592-930(
Bruce W. Smith, DDS

1006 Missouri... « T13/529-436

ARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

HEALTH CAR
Houston Eye Associates
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101 ... 7T13/668-311¢
Jofte Medi-Center
S420W Loop S B66/685-6994

HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS _
Boutique Eye Care

1502 Woodhead

Eye Contact

2055 Westheimer ... ...
Eye Elegance

3939 Montrose Bivd. . oer erre
Eye Gallery

18068 Westheimer . ...

15/528-2010
T15/520- 6600
T13/622-4411

w1 13/523-1279

2542 Amherst........ oo B32/B31-7253
Eye to Eye
432 W 19th.... . T13/864-8822

Kevin Katz ﬂn #Tauas '%tate Upucal
www.T50Galveston.com............ 909/ 763-630(
Spectactes on Montrose

4317 Montrose, Ste. 2. 713/529-3937

~ WEALTH CARE-PRYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray.. ‘ «T13/942-7546
7106 Spencer Highway 281/ 582-9400
Carrol Clinic/James M. Carroll MD, ARHIVS
Donnie Harvey, MPAS, PA-C
#4101 Greenbriar, Set208..........,
Gordon Crofoot, MD
Maggie White, FNP-BC
3701 Kirby, 5te 1230 .o 713/ 526-000°
McClung Climic/Tony §. McClung, MD
1213 Hermann, 5te 520............ 713/528-3444
M. Sandra Scurria, MD
6565 West Loop South, Ste 300..281/661-590
HEALTH CARE-PLASTIC SURGERY_
Facial Plastic Surgery Associates
6655 Travis, Ste 900.... . 113/ 526-5665

713/520-6360

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES/PRODUCTS

‘Houston Area Community Services/HACS

2150 W IBth St e T15/426-0027
Legacy Community Health Services

215 Westheimer ... 713/ 830-3000
Ryan White Planning Council
RWPCHOUSIONOPE,cvsviamiismsasincss T 13/ 572-3784

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE
Heights Dermatology & Aesthetic Genter/
Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland......coeiii i 713/ B64-2650
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray......... . J13/942-T546

HEALTH-HOME HEALTH CARE

Patienl Caregivers

1405 Edloe, Ste. 210, T13/227-3448

HEALTH CARE-UROLOGISTS

MeClung Clinic/Tony S, McClung, MD
1213 Hermann, Ste 520 T15/526-3444

Castle Furnlture Design Center
3819 Fondren Rl
Centuries Ago
CEnturies-Ag0.Com .....c.wmwe
Lynin Goode Vintage

3637 W. Alabama.... i
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
4091 Wastheimer

HOME/REMODELING,CONSTRUCTION

Action Residential Services

ARSHouston.com

Justin Gordon Homes

JustinGordonHomes.com..,
INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

David Larms/Farmers

832/201-1000
405/659-7576
713/522-5252

A32/397-5130

- 281/960-3876

T13/670-4848

E TC Jester @ Loop 610 113/ 688-8669
Harmony Insurance Agency
eharmaonyinsurance.com 832/722-31928

Aob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers/
Fob Schmerler

575 W Loop 5, Ste 185
Patrick Torma/State Farm
1329 Telephone, Ste B2

JEWELERS

713/661-7700

81/723-1294

Silverlust

1338-C Westheimer
Zadok

Ladok com.......

lﬁNDSCAPINGilAWN
A.J's Landscaping & Design, Inc.
AlsLandscaping.com...... 713/957-0449
Lawn Services of Houston
LawnServices of Houston.com

LOCKSMITHS
Tritecta Lock
trifectalock.com ..o 848/ TRI-LOCK

’ MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Ryan Fugate, RMT
RyanMassageWorks.com ...
Jogl Leal, RMT

T13/520-5440

-1 13/960-8950

713/502-5589

713/269-7926

« T13/397-8808

___PASSPORT/VISA SERVICES
3 Stars Visas and Passports
TSRS VISESCOM ..oeve e veracreramrenese

PEST CONTROL SERVICES _
l\ndy s All Star Pest Contral

.832/251-1200

113/ 732-1742
PET SERVICES& SUPPLIES

Aguarium World
13157 Northwest Fwy.
Hampshire Moblle Vet
Hampshiremobilevet com ..
Last Wishes/Animal Hospice
1302 Waugh .. P
Midtawn Velarinary Husp}tal
MidiownVetHospital.com
Molly's Mutt House
3407 Montrose ...
3410 M. Shepherd .
2755 Vossdale oo

- T13/329-9989
. 832/ 767-8693
. T13/452-0474
 T13-528-4900
. B832/581-1453

- T13/426-6BBE
281/501-9062

Spay-Neuter Assistance Program
SNBPUSOTE. - ooms o i J13/862-3863

Wast Alabama Animal Clinic
2030 W, Alabama, .. 713/528-081

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com.....

Yvonne Feece Photography
'_.‘\.'UI'II'IE'fEELE fom

PLUMBING

L T13/623-2202

..B32/876-1053

U-Plumb-It
1424 Montrose .....oooocemes

Village Fiumhing & .ﬂ.anuace
5403 Kirby .o 3224 DRIF (3747)

POLITICAL

Jim Evans For Judge Campaign
.JimEvansd)udge.com

Jsrry Slmaneau! Inr Juﬂge

~T13/942-2277

lerryforiudge.com

POOL/POOL SERVICES

Pools hy James

713/822-253
~_ PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

Copy.com

1201-F Westheimer T13/528-1200

HEHIEQI_E ~-MORTGAGE/TITLE
.ﬁcadam\r Maortgage/Cody Grizzotfi
&01 Sawyer, Ste 660..... - B32/541-1103
Ryan M. Norris/Wells Fargo Private Mortgage
wihm com/ryan-norrisl... 713/624-1720
Republic Morigage/Robert M. Spilegel
2121 Sage Road, 5te140...........713/961-5363

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS
Bob Beszhorn/Boulevard Realty
1545 Heights .. ~281/650-2726
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
Dawvid @ DavidBowers.com ........409/763-2800
Terre Coffman/Coldwall Banker
TerreCoffman.com . .113{866-T805
Karen Derr/Boulevard Realty
1545 Heights........ e A3/ BT5-TOS0
Robert Darr/Boulevard Realty
1545 Heights -T13/875-7049
Pamela Eferson / Keller Williams Realty
sellinghomesinhouston.com .......713/822-8555
Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Pmpenlus
T13/B77-4337
Caser Gaﬂulla’KPllw Wlllmms Realty
Kw.com., CT13/344-4057
Richard HIIIJ’KeIIl.-r Wllllams
richardhill.com
Bill Howard /Coldwell Banker
CBUnited.com/BillHoward ......... 713/553-9999
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
o T13/942-6857

713/863-9494

Lynette Lew/Gary Greene
Lynettelem.com. i
Chip Maxey/Kaller Williams
ChipMaxeyProperties.com........... 713/213-4692
JadenNguyen/Coldwell Banker United Realtors
Chunited com/jaden.nguyen ......713/304-7749
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors

5023 Washinglon.....c.ecesemens 113/ B68-T226
Realm Real Estate

713/582-2202

. B32/548-0282
chhmd Hayunhn Daugherty Haaltws
5§20 Post Oak.... L T13/351-4674
Alexander Sung.n'Kellnl Willlams Southwest
NArCom/alEXSONE... cuiruasseirisnen. B32[ 533-5308
Tom Schwenk/The House Company
TheHouseCompany.com .. 113-B57-2308
Tim Surrati/Greenwoad King
7 13/320-5881
Suznnne Hn::hards."Bemslem Reallr
bernsteinrealty.com . . T13/261-3393
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramome Realty
1802 Broadway, Galveston......... 409/765-9837
Pat Walker/Keller Williams Realty
harcom/patriciawalker.com ......713/412-6682
Andy Weber/John Daugherty Realtors
520 Post Oak,. T13/724-4306

Anthony Upton Properties
anthonyuptonproperties.com .. 713/528-0050

GI‘tEn ago Title Inner Loop
ChicagoTitlelnnerLoop.com........

Sente Mortgage/John Frels
JohnFrels.com............00000..713/5248-1850

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS

Auntie Chang's Dumpling House
2621 Shepherd Dr., St2 290 ........
1308 Cantina

1308 MONITOSe. ..., el
The Bird & The Bear

713/418-7000

713/524-B410

281/807-8996

2810 Westheimer -~ 113/528-2473
Charivari
2521 Baghy ..o 7135217231

Danton's Gulf Coast Kltchen
4611 Montrose BIvd..........cimecn
Dessert Gallery
DessertCallery.com.. 5
Giacomo's Italian Hasrauram
3215 Westheimer .. ...
Galveston Restaurant Emu‘p
.. Galvestonrestaurantgroup.com

713/807-8889
e 1 13-522-9999

e T13/522-1934

leia‘s
2616 Louisiana ............GloriasRestaurants.com
Harold's Restaurant/Bar/Terrace

350W, 18th e sssssiiissnannnn T 13/ 360-6204
La Mexicana

1018 Fairview St
Laurenzo's

4412 Washington....
Maine-ly Sandwiches
MainelySandwiches.com
Duisie’s Table

3939 San Felipe Rd
Pizza L'Vino

544 Waugh

Pizzeria Solario

3333 Weslayan, ste 100..c.m
Polovina Italian Café

4500 Washington Ave ...

.713/521-0963
.« T13/BBO-5111
,713/942-2150

713/528-2264
~713/526-1000
715/892-8100

T13/861-1042

Rudyard's

L[V TETTT | —
Ruggles Green
GITER 290 12 Ha ) | O—
Sylvia's Enchilada Kitchen

i 113/521-0521

T3/533-0777

6401 Woodway...... - d 13334-7295
12637 Westheimer. 281/679-8300
1140 Eldridge Parkway.. .- 832/230-3842

Tila's Restaurante & Bar
1111 SShepherd. ..o T131522-7654

~ SPECIAL EVENTS VENUES
Chateau Polonez
Chateaupolonez.com.................. 281/655-5656

SPECIALTY RETAIL

Light Bulbs Unlimited
1203 Westheimer .

TATOOS
Electric Chair Tattoos
8722 Richmond ... « T13/780-3500

A }'EI.EPHDNES;’CELLJWIRELESS_
Premier Wireiess

T13/521-0330

12220 MUPPRY....coicoiinenioncainioisn, 281/ 575-8500
TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Aquafest

AquafestCruises.com............ B00/582-8058
Concierge Travel, Inc

A020 MIMOSA e cinnee oo smsiensossostons
Gayribbean Cruises
GayribbeanCruises.com............. 877/560-8318

— WEIGHT LOSS CLINICS
Dr, B-Fit/ Octavio Barrios, MD
517 West Gray

T3/es1-2117

1 13{942-7546

Thank you for supporting
OutSmart advertisers.

Please be sure to tell them
you saw their ad in OutSmart.

GARY

Wnes GREENE

Buying, Selling and Investments

Available for all your Commercial and Residential Real Estate Needs

Gary Greene |

Lynette Lew ?13 582 2202
Residential and Commercial Realtor

Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene
Gary Green Commercial Properties

"rr'(l rties

Lynette@LynetteLew.com | www.LlynetteLew.com
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SamipseWehcstzy M Bar & Club Guide h
Largest Gay Pool Tournament at 8pm

H t
Your CountrySportsBar [y Smryp e CLUB CRYSTAL
Dpen Pool 13 ENTERTMNMENT IF you miss the now-closed Inesay, vou'll find 1
Mon-Sat 7am-2 P $1.00 Well Vodka Farmisty IN.Ot. 1 BT rofie el s
HOURS: FESAN Tables 6pm 9-Ball e Tinrthem Hasphit 1678, PARLBAEAE Sildimr i El it

* Sunday 12pm - 2am

ity i TR S s WHO: Alex Gregory and Josh Mills ghlight
617 Fairview « Ho“‘_‘?‘ton_s Texas « 713'528'81{!3.' 1557 N, Shepherd « 713.426.1313 CROCKER BAR \WHERE: Splash Bar Galveston = 3102 Seawall Blvd. thepdated decor, Bl Femew s FLy340-220:» (o anbareom

Resident iy Sping on Fri. &nd Sab night splashbargalveston.com = 409.974.4176
vis comifortably remadeled Montrose nightspot that TONY'S CORNER POCKET

www.GeorgesCountrySportsBar.com

WHAT'S UP: Splash Bar is Galveston's new gay This comfortable club located closé to dawntown has one of

nightclub and beach bar featuring the Splash Divas this Frizndliost bar stafh wn, both inside & autside at its pati

drag shows and Houston's hottest dancers and Dls, ar. The raised stase where local charities perform also feature

including DJ Melle Mel on Fridays and Saturdays,

as well as the best Sunday tea dance party hosted
by Carmen Can-Too and DJ Debbie Boyd.

THE EAGLE

_II. . Daily Happy Hour specials 'til 9 p.m. the website:
< Montrose Softball League

VIVIANA'S

Beaumont

GMCH & Bayou City Women's Chorus

| @ TUTS Night at the b

GUAVA LAMP

ippy  ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO

There’s always something going
‘EZ‘;NY"‘: TONY’S CORNER F
Po(:q?l@. Nightly Specials - Call for De
Cold Beverages & Hot G

Act OUTIAley I

IR'S BAR & GRILL Bryan/College Station
CLUB 2020 it ' Kof ' " et

GEORGE I I L] tandar ffers [ ; HALO VIDEO BAR

817 W. Dallas « 713/571 -7B?ﬂ N _ ) K ,l L _. kRIS T Eowt), Bk Cenly _- ' TRRIOSIY Graggilogiudonddi il e ol Need a prnfessinnalphutographerfurynrspecial
Ample Secure Parkings | ' . el e s METEOR event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202.

Galveston

3RD COAST DOWNTOWN

MICHAEL'S OUTPOST
1Ty Ao v Howwell, MNest Massey, Steve Wheston, and Roger Woest

DISCOVER MONTROSE'S bt PINK DOLPHIN
ke turms at the kevs at this comifortable neighbor | piano bar 1419

BEST KEPT SECRET!

WE'VE GOT SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

Deucious Burcers | Crart Beer | Live Music

2010 WaucH * 713.521.0521
| 1:300M-2aM EVERYDAY ey e el 3 it oele s 5 g =
WWW. RUDYARDSPLUB.COM he two-tier back patio bar provedes a perch for viewing the Pacific Street - ROBERT'S LAFITTE

PFLAG e e T
Hundreds of meetings a week in your area.

NEON BOOTS DANCEHALL & SALOON pool. On Sat. and Sun. nights
¢, Svemfone ir Ny
\]\“lf" “nye
=
Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org

For general information visit: www.aa.org Helpline

MONTROSE MINING COMPANY stfordable se
wdly male dancers bump.and srind every night at this leather/denim . ]

Sorrel Urban Bistro
2002 W. Alaharna
Mercantile Collee
3321 Standford

If you want to drink, that's your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

HEIGHT
Thomas Streel Clinic
2015 Thamas 5t « 77009
Jumper Maybach Gal.
238 W, 19 51, St = 17008

PPER KIRBY
Tlll! Bird & The Bear
0 Westheimer « 77058

E VILLAGE

Rice Village Center
2810 Westheimer = 77088
GALVESTON
Olympia Grill

4908 Sewiall, SteB = 77551

Spring

713-46P-FLAG

www.pflaghouston.org

RANCH HiILL 5ALOON

dh it twia nool i his

1 i | [
247041 145N Suite 103

JOODLANDS
Allam & Eve Store
23701 1-45 Borth « 71380

TOMBALL

Adam & Eve Store
17531 Hwy 249 « 77064

'I'HE ROOM

SUPPORT « EDUCATION « ADVOCACY

roombarnet. 1
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Photos by Ly
Dalton Detart A . Y

Bob Strother, owner of Adam & Eve, poses center with The
Ken Dolls at "Adam & Eve presents BOYS BOYS BOYS," an
all-male cabaret show held at Guava Lamp on September 12

Texas gubernatorial candidate Wendy Davis (c) smiles with
Brazos Bookstore employees at her “Forgetting to be Afraid”
book signing on September 13,

PFLAG's September meeting, held on September 7, featured a
transgender panel discussion. Karen Carlson, Rose Bowen,
Dee Dee Waters. Alistar Blucker, Steven Bratsen, and
Jefiry Faircloth were in attendance.

The Queer Queens of Qomedy Texas Tour, featuring comedi-
ans Sandra Valls, I’up]:y Champlin, and Vickie Shaw, came to
all

Neon Boots Dancehall and Saloon on September 17, Pictured
here are Rodney Myers, Debbie Storrs, Shaw, Ron
McElroy, Valls, Fernando Orozco, Jim Daily, and Champlin
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Eliza Williamson, Tyler Woods, Angela Wren
Wall, Rosemary Hennessy, Muffie Moroney,
Brian Riedel Diana Strassmann, and Melanie
Pang celebrate at the opening reception for Rice
University's Center for the Study of Wemen, Gender,
and Sexuality on September 3

A\ e i . 3 g, T
1D Doyle, hostess Sandi Glorfield, Pat Odom, and
Arden Eversmeyer attend a performance an August
29 as part of the House Concerts in a Comfortable
Home Setting series, which features various artists

‘- 4 3 iy, i
S 4

Teresa Lemerond, Tina Berry, Shelley Finley, and
Mary Beth Alsdorf at the Alley Theatre's ActOUT
perfarmance of The Old Friends by Horton Foote

eld at the University of Houstan an August 28

Legacy Community Health Services honored Martha
Turner at their 12th annual luncheon on Septem-
ber 22, Pictured here are Katie Caldwell, Frank
Campisi, Turner, Dominique Sachse, and Bryan
Hiavinka

The cast and crew of Victor/Victoria pose following their
OUT at TUTS perfarmance on September 18

Bruce Smith, Sandy Hardwick, First Lady Kathy
Hubbard, Mayor Annise Parker, Shirley Pettis, and
Tony Carroll celebrate at Carroll's birthday fundraiser for
the Harris County Democratic Party on September 13

Unity award winners and Houston Transgender Unity
Committee members at the Transgender Unity Banguet
held at the Sheraton Houston Brookhollow Hotel on
September 20

[ |\
Jacob Burton, Jen Bajorek, Clint Hudler, Rodm
Morris, Synthia Walton, and Elaine Decanio smile at
the Bunnies on the Bayou & HRC brunch held at The
DeGaulle on September 6.

HOUSTON AREA COMMUNITY SERVICES, INC. |

INVITES YOU TO

OUR ANNUAL FALL FETE

Hosted by
Michael David Winery

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM

KOLANOWSKI STUDIO

420 HARVARD ST.
HOUSTON, TX 77007
(Street parking available)

LIVE MUSIC AND HORS D’OEUVRES
$80 PER PERSON
$100 PER PERSON AT THE DOOR
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT HACSTXS.ORG

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT

SPONSORED BY

AT THECorner oF HAPPY & HEALTRY

A i, =
. f_‘:=..'-..
ksgﬂﬁﬂﬁk% Blrrseh AN

COMMUNITY & - Py &
HEALTH CHOICE Ty T

ub 3PONy
%9 0,

Sponsorships available, please contact our
Development Manager at infoi@hacstxs.org for information!
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