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George H.W. Bush a Witness at Maine Same-Sex Wedding

T

riage and in 2004 announced his support 0 i ing he “shouldn't be
for a proposed constitutional amendment taking a speck out of someone elseé’s e
sex wedding of two longtime to outlaw it. But his wife, Laura Bush, and when I have a log in my own.” He later
okesman said. daughter Barbara Bush support gay mar- sxplained that he just wasn’t going to
Bush and his wife, Barbara, attended riage, as does his former vice president, Dick answer the question hecause he was out

the ceremony as private citizens and Cheney, whose daughter Mary Cheney is of politics.
friends of Bonnie Helen openly gay. His brother, Jeb Bush, a former
e married on Sep- A spokesman for George W, Bush de- governor of Florida and a potential
kesman Jim McGrath said. elined to comment on his current feelings presidential candidate, has said same-
Thorgalsen posted a photo on her about same-sex marriage or his thoughts sex marriage is an issue best left to the
hook showing Bush ing the about his father’s official role in 1Me-5ex states to decide. In a speech in June, he
e license as a witness. She cap- wedding. teld the Faith & Freedom Coalition that

A PR R

tioned the photo: “Getting our marriage In July, George W, Bush made head- the nation needs to be supportive of nan-
license witnessed!” lines when he said he wouldn’t comment traditional families. -AP

In the photo, Bush is seated in a
wheelchair, a s of papers on his lap

- Iy -
and his left hand poised with a pen. Same-Sex Marr]ages Must Be
Mismatched bright-red and bright-blue -
g e Allowed in New Jersey, Judge Rules
§ s peek out below the cuffs of his blue
by Jason Hannag, CNN
The forty-first president has de

ties to the area and o ame-sex eouples must be permit- Christie, ho . indicated the case

ted to marry in New Jersey, would be appealed to a higher court.
state judge ruled in late Septe The ruling eites the U.S. Supreme
shunlk. Thay ber, arguing that the parallel Court's June rejection af part of the fed-
eas and didr‘l'L i " which the state now allows for eral Defense of Marriage Act (DOM
immediately respond to an e-mail seek- A ;18 o » that allows s married

ing comment sex spouses to receive federal benefits,

marriage became legal in Maine The judge ordered that same-sex After the DOMA ruling, some
marriage allowed in the state start- federal agencies are ing ben
Sons frmer President ing October 21. The office of Gov. Chris ; :
George W, Bush, opposed same-sex mar-

Houston GLBT Political Caucus November 5 Election Endorsements

embers of the Houston GLBT Political Caucus The full list of endorsed candidates is as follows:
met an September 28 to consider endorsements * Mayor: Annise D. Parker
in the November 5 Houston municipal races Controller: Ronald C. Green
and races for Houston Independent School District and City Couneil, District B: Jerry Davis
Houston Community College System. City Couneil, Distriet C: Ellen R. Cohen
Mayor Annise Parker and City Couneil, District D: Assata Richards
twenty-five other candidates City Counecil, Distriet H: Ed Gonzalez
attended the four-hour meeting, ty Couneil, Distriet I: Graciana “Graei” Garees
during which candidate qualifica- City Couneil, District J: Mike Laster
tions and support of equality is- City Couneil, District K: Larry Green
sues were discussed and debated City Couneil, At-Large Position 1: Stephen C. Costello
at length. All eligible candidates City Couneil, At-Large Position 2: David W. Robinson
previously completed an exten- Zity Couneil, At-Large Position 3: Jenifer Rene Pool
sive candidate questionnaire and sat for an interview with City Council, At-Large Position 4: €.0. “Brad” Bradford
members of the Caucus Screening Committee, City Couneil, At-Large Position 5: Jack Christie
“As always, our members engaged in spirited and passion- Houston ISD Trustee District 1: Anna Eastman
ate debate over which candidates are best equipped to serve HCC Trustee Distriet I: Zeph Capo
Houstonians and the GLBT community.” said Caucus presi-
dent Noel Freeman. “It is a very difficult process when you The Houstan GLBT Political Caucus was founded in 1975 and
have so many great candidates competing for our support.” is the oldest LGBT civil rights organization in the South. |
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On August 28, the i.
Young Professional §S . . : : a
Caucus of the Annise | = S0l o] " L '
Parker Campaign : o E
Steering Committee
hosted Happy Hour |
with Mayor Annise
Parker at Buffalo
Bayou Brewery.
Pictured (l-r): Steve
Wilson, Gustavo
Vincenti, Mayor
Parker, and Buff
Brew founder/CEO b
Rassul Zarinfar. A 7 " 1BTE a I'||'4-:.f|;]'|‘l|"|]

id in a statement.

On September

15, Bayou City § 'l i : =t . || 5
Sl v i fempnte | | itchell Gold
(BCPA) introduced } =& ¥ ating their policie & ]
their new artistic i i frie | e
director, Kenneth _ S T i talr ' g ir Fenahits ] + O I IamS
Clayborne, and i & 0 S Y ¥i : = I\

unveiled the ehate 3 SR F0%a . A . ar, 89 perce : \ NOW OPEN Highland Vilage / 4091 Westheimer Road / Houston, TX 77027 / 832.397.5130
winner of their § ' 1pani 5 - Mon thru Fri: 10am to 8pm, Sat: 10am to Bprm;, Sun: 11am to Bpm
35th anniversary : r ; ' \
S ranteat ; 56X ¢ : www.mgbwhome.com
\ Because they are specially priced: love programs and stock options plus are not included.,

IN HOME DESIGN SERVICES: CALL OR COME IN TO GET STARTED.




16

Suit Challenges Pennsylvania’s Non-Recognition of Gay Unions

by Kothy Matheson, Assocfated Press

wo women who wed in Massachu-

setts before moving to Pennsyl-

vania asked a federal court last
month to force their new home state Lo

recognize their marriage, just as it does

for opposite-sex couples.

The plaintiffs, Isabelle Barker and

Cara Palladino, say they are being denied

about six hundred marriage-related ben-
efits, from filing joint state tax returns
to co-owning property. They alzso have
encountered reams of paperwork for
health-care coverage and prepared legal
documents to protect the interests of

their son—red tape they say wouldn't be

needed if their marriage were recognized

“My Massachusetts marriage certifi-

cate is the same as any other couple that

comes from M achusetts,” Palladino

said, “It seems to me that that's the es-
sence of discrimination. If you're taking
the same piece of paper and you're treat-
ing it differently because of our status,
that doesn’t seem fair.”

Pennsylvania is the only state in the
northeastern U.S, without same-sex
marriage or civil unions. Like thirty-six
other states, it also does not recognize
gay marriages performed legally in other
jurisdictions. The lawsuit asks a judge to

declare unconstitutional the state law bar-
ring recognition of such unions,

At a news conference overlooking Inde-

pendence Hall, lawyers for Barker and Palla-

dino said the statute infringes on the pair's
constitutional right to travel among states
without penalty and violates the guarantee
that states will respect each other's judg-
ments and decrees

The lawsuit notes Pennsylvania honors
opposite-sex marriages performed elsewhere
“without qualification or question.” Yet the
plaintiffs “are denied the basic rights that
were conferred on them ll_\ another BOVereign
state, solely because of a dizseri minatory,
arbitrary and irrational distinetion,” it sayvs

Palladino and B:

18etts when they got married in 2005 and

irker lived in Masaa-

eht

moved to Philadelphia later that year when

Barker got a job at Bryn Mawr College. The
couple had a son in 2009, and Barker said the
boy has begun asking if his parents are mar-
ried

“And it's sort of befuddling to us that
we don't have a really clear answer for him
about that,” Barker said. “If we lived in
Massachusetts, we would have a very easy
answer: ‘Yes, of course.”

Their lawsuit, which names Gov. Tom
Corbett and Attorney General Kathleen
Kane as defendants, is at least the fifth

pending legal case regarding gay marriage

in Pennsylvania. A representative for
Corbett did not immediately return a
request for comment.

In one of the other lawsuits, Kane
has refused to defend the state law
defining marriage as between one man
and one woman. After the U.S. Supreme
Court threw out part of the federal De-
fense of Marriage Act earlier this vear,
she called the Pennsylvania marriage
statute unconstitutional.

Corbett’s office is now defending that
case, which was filed two months ago in
federal court by the American Civil Lib-
erties Union of Pennsylvania on behalf
of thirty-two gay couples

That complaint parallels a separate
challenge filed recently, in which twenty-
one same-sex couples sued in state court
to overturn Pennsylvania’s ban on gay
marriage.

[n another lawsuit, the state Health
Department has sued to stop a Mont-
gomery County official who decided on
his own to 125ue marriage licenses to
same-sex couples. A couple who married
using one of those licenses also has filed
their own lawsuit.

Barker and Palladino’s legal
complaint was coordinated by the
Equality Forum, a Philadelphia-based
gay-rights organization. il

Pasta Maker Barilla Under Fire for Antigay Comments

by Blake Ellfs, CNN

talian pasta maker Barilla is in

hot water for antigay remarks its

president made in an interview
last month.

Company president Guido Barilla
said on an Italian radio program that
he wouldn't feature same-sex couples
in his company’s commercials because
he prefers the “traditional” family.
ter, LGBT advoeates began
calling for a boycott of the company.
Many flocked to Twitter using the
hashtag #BoicottaBarilla.

“Sigh. I'd ke my pasta without the
side of homophobia, thanks,” one Twit-
ter user wrote,

Soon @

OCTOBER 2013 QutsS

artMagazine.com

Another directed a tweet at the com-
pany: “Dear @BarillaUS I will no longer be
feeding my LGBT family your pasta. We
a @Bertolli family now!"

Barilla issued a statement, titled “Guido
Barilla's Clarification on Gays,” apologizing
for the remarks.

“I apologize if my words have generated
controversy or misunderstanding, or if they
hurt someone’s sensitivity,” the statement
says. “I have the utmost respect for anyone,
without distinetion of any kind. [ have the
utmost respect for gay people and for every-
one’s right to express themselves. I've also
said—and I would like to reiterate—that I
respect gay marriages. In its advertising,
Barilla represents the family—because it’s

what welcomes everyone.”

The apology wasn't enough for
LGBT advoeacy groups.

“These insulting antigay com-
ments will not only lead to LGBT peo-
ple skipping Barilla, but their family
members, friends, and co-workers as
well” said a spokesman for gay rights
group GLAAD. *"Homophohia is bad
for business—plain and simple.”

This isn’t the first time consum-
ers have boycotted a company over
its stance on LGBT rights. Bars
around the world have stopped
serving Russian vodka in protest
of the country’s antigay laws, and
customers boycotted Chie-fil-A after
its CEQ expressed his opposition to
same-sex marriage. |l
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Yeah, Houston, I'm talking to you

t other places in this In my opinion, we need for her obvious to me that the mayvor needs

Am:n;_'.-:;'iln- vou will read about to win the mayor's race with a large to make a new law about restroom SATU RDAY, N ov' 2! 2 01 3
Mayor Annise Parker and margin because alter she term-limits signage. . b .

the fabulous job she has done for the out of office we need her to run for a [ am not an enormous fan of publie 9 . O O A M 3 2 OO p M

city of Houston. statewide office. So sticking a star in bathrooms, but there are times when . .

I know she is smarter than Rice her bonnet for a landshide victory on yvou cannot avoid them—which is ’ _ Legacy CO rﬂmu mjty Hea|th Ser\/lces
University .“ ith a fifty- pretty much why they are a é |/ ; ]4]5 CAL”:O R N |A |N MO NTROSE
pound dictionary and can uJ i | k d . - there _
watch 60 Minutes in half ust as | make my ecision, You know what I really
an hour. [ know she is a a man comes out Of the [ dQO[‘_ hate? I really hate being
bound-and-determined pointed to the bathrooms in a Offerln Compllmentar
woman Tknow sheisse  VVAS he as confused as | was and Went [ \idown restaumant. only g Yy 1

cunning that foxes come |ﬂto The F-room by m]stake?ﬂ to discover that I cannot figure L‘FESAVING TESTS & SERV'CES i

to her for advice. She is so out which door to enter. Are

honest that you can shaot restaurants having some kind fO I’ U n | |"‘| S U red O r‘
dice with her over the phone. She's November 5 won't hurt of contest to see which one can have

sweet as a grandmother’s kiss However, | do have one major the most ambiguous signs for men and d : d

and tough as a wagonload of wet complaint to discuss with the mayor. women? u lq e r- I n S U re

rawhide. [ spend a lot of time at trendy Look, when I head for the

She’s a shero, no doubt about that restaurants in Houston, and it's bathroom, I have business to take — LESB[AN GAY. B|SE>{UAL & TRANSGENDER—
IDENTIFIED WOMEN & TRANSGENDER MEN
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care of. I'm not going to admire the decor
or write an opera. The last thing 1 want
to do is to stand there trying to figure out
if I am the cow or the bull when both of
them have things hanging south. In one
restaurant, | had to fgure out if 1 was
the circle or the stick. 1 |-|‘]:|||.\ got that
one, but it took me some time. Time I did
not have, mind you

I do not want to play this game. Not
when | am on a mission

Last night, I was headed into
the restroom in a very nice Midtown
restaurant. After a long; friendly, and
very delicious dinner with people I
truly enjoy, the waiter pointed me, at
my request, to the ladies’ room. In most
restaurants, the ladies’ room is right next
to the men’s room, as it was in this one. |
turn the corner and see something that

resembles a Chinese word on the wall,

which was really strange because this
was a Salva /Tex restanrant. All I could
||.i.|'l-.". '-'.:|".IFFH.'|'|"’..II LR ".Ilfl ran i .'I-.':.
that second Margarita and ( rap, I don't

read Chinese,

There I stood, in great need of doing
some business and unable to figure out
the two symbaols. (I was, however, damn
near certain that they had something to
do with Korean algebra,)

[ swear on all that is holy that 1 stood
there for two full minutes waiting for
someone else to come along, preferably
wearing gender-specific clothes, and enter
one of the doors. As my ears were starting
to leak, I closed my eyes and then focused
ain on the two symbols until [ was at
least 25 pereent certain that one was an
M and the other was an F

Just az | make my decision, a man
comes out of the F door. Now 1 had to ask
myself: was he as confused as | was and
went into the F-room by mistake?

[ finally decided that I am sixty-
five years old and can play senile
with the best of them. | walked in a
door, completed my task, and walked
out. There was nothing hanging on the
wall, so | suspect I picked correctly.

[ know there is always the reliable
stand-by tactic of pleading drunk,
“Excuse me, I'm drunk. Can you tell
me if I am what appears to be a glass of
water or a cup of coffee?”

What about people who are not
gender-static? Do they just have to barge
through a door—any door—singing The
Eves of Texas Are Upon You at the top of
their lungs and hope for the best?

[ want to make it clear that [ am
not in favor of exclusively unisex
bathrooms. I married a man and gave
birth to three of them. As far as [ know,

there are only two positions for a toilet
seat: up, and wet.

As an alternative, should we just
designate one bathroom for polite and

empathetic people, and one for savage

bastards? But [ don’t know what kind of

gvmbaols they'd have to come up with for

that. Maybe a monocle and a spear?
So [ want you, Mayor Parker,

to make it a law that bathroom

doors must be marked with clearly

identifiable gender symbaols. Hell, I'11

even settle for a circle and a stick. But

the eircle has to be clearly round and

the stick has to be up and down, like

normal. I am flat-out not standing

there in public tryving to figure out 1f 1

am a horseshoe or a sliding board
Y'all, if I ever end up in jail

for puddling outside a bathroom

door, make sure the headline says,

“What Is Wrong with Putting MEN

and WOMEN on Bathroom Doors?”
Thank vou, Mayor Parker. Other

than that, everything in Houston 1s

just nne.
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oW did Hallov veen :':-'.;_-‘." SO [ / A L L L \A E E N
waddled up to the front as soon The Celts believed their priests could (Well, [ guess this doesn't appeal to
as | heard my name, my beaming better predict the future—telling them the people who are 11 3 sh,
face hidden behind a felt hat. how harshly nature would bear down—in Halloween must be thrilling for them.
I was squizhed by pillows to help the presence of these otherworldly spirits Anyway, I'm not tryving to be a prude
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formed my and my eyes, ears, and animals, and dance and cavort in scantily clac alloweeners to "get oft

nose, and mouth were all Veleroed costumes mostly made of animal skins my lawn!™ I'm just asking: is the goal

il and heads, hoping that the gods would just to wear almost no clothing in public
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ad just won Best Halloween bless them with a safe winter. (I'm sure and get away with it? (And don't we get d ) W f ‘ .;E Y
Costume at my grade school: “The this didn’t look creepy at all.) It's a far enough of this once a yvear at Pride? ¥es h "“ifﬂ " .- -- " '-',.-11' llqt

ward goes to Blake as Mr. Potato

from wk How about we ask ourselves, “What
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homemade., We didn’t have a lot of Saints Day (November 1) to honor not only I went to the gym a little more, maybe
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souls I'd be into more revealing costumes. But |\\L-" 6 Lw\ 1 F{ | i |\ R'k'i'_-
Is Day (November 2). In ancient honestly, I think I'd save the skin for the
e term ig "All-Hallows,"

fore it became “All Hallows Eve.” Or who knows, 1 |::_'\.E- I'd go for a

money, but that didn't get in the way it martyrs and other pass
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ol & good costume

't Man” (smal

jeans and a shirt around my legs, and night

There was the “Sh s0 the pool and the beach.

1 face painted on my stom- “hexy outfit. Hmm

ach, upper body hidden in Sexy what?

i |.||'-_-‘-. hat"). The manda HH M. Was m \' D sion { .ia-l[-r—\"ﬁ"""*'lt‘-——h'-—\r“] an . hLHl'.\_\. Pinocchio? T
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the hell out of, if [ may say '._C-”i\- blgn Ol Hly Ln-}f_f&)”-l(l‘c) bLXL-]aht\} ! Maybe I'll really throw it
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a prosthetic nose animal skins and go as one of

Hmm. Was my passion the Celtic creators of Hallow- C =
for Halloween an early sign of my These traditions eventually evolved in een. Think anvone will get it? 202 TLL\;\L I !L\L_lb [ON, T;\. 77L}L)b
emerging sexuality? Us gays love eolonial America, and by the 1920s, Hal- Or, I'll ecompletely cover up and dig
Halloween loween had become a common commu- out the old, hot, bulky Mr. Potato Head

It makes senze: we like dress- nity-oriented secular celebration with outfit. Yep, a giant talking carb—just
ing up (or down), parties, tricks and parties, costumes, and trick-or-treating to s ou toned queens in your BE S ' EXOT’C g EROT’C
treats (sugar-free, please?), and it's Today, 1t’s a billion-dollar industry. underwear
an excuse to yank almost anything And to think it all started with a bunch Happy H||||:\.e|l. yalll
out of the closet! of Irish |_\|'--:l|<'f_|.|l'!i'|!l:.1 around in animal MHLE g FENHLE

Back some two thousand years skins Blake Hayes is the morning host at Mix
ago when Halloween supposedly The primary difference between these 96.5 KHMX
began in Celtic culture, the dead were ancient costumes (including the ones COSTU ME CONTEST
thought to emerge on October 31 and from my own early years) and what I set ; f
join the living. (Now we call that peaple dressed in at most gay Halloween i
“Sundayv bruneh.”) That's where the parties today ean be boiled down to one PR |:l__5 G l \’JE‘J’\\\I;’-\ \.5 rl_"n\o‘l\ll |
ghosts came from—but what about word: skin. (' This time our own, instead of < _ = : ; " s e b
the costumes? the hide of an animal!) y ; 1:‘|_ t\ BY L-\Il\t [ ED l‘\ |HANNA TICKETS,

'tlnH 11]|'ri-|-‘|'-r':|hl_-|'| was to Whe in] l ri || Nowee n |H|-|l1]‘ L']nlh- i l
mark the end of the harvest and the ing optional”?? Not that I'm complaining; | r. .. .k | }GNAL PILTUREb AND MORE
beginning of winter, a daunting and I've seen a lot of sexy costumes at these . = : .
threatening season way up north. parties. But it almost seems like nudity is

valued over ereativity. “What can [ wear

to show off these abs I've worked on?” we r
ask ourselves, and end up going as “Sexy
Fill-in-the-Blank." Sexy Cop. Sexy Sailor.

Sexy Firefighter. Sexy Power Ranger.
Sexy Eighties Guy. What's next? Sexy
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The cost of caring for an aging family member

The True Cost of Giving Care

It may seem surprising that most long-
term care for older adults is actually not

s the US. population continues
to age, and overall longevity in-

ly to have their own health negatively

affected. Given their added responsibili-
reases, the 1ssue of long-term ties, caregivers typically have less time
care insurance has remained front to exercise and get sufficient rest.
and center in terms of the impact it The financial cost of caregiving,

while somewhat different depending

provided in nursing homes, but rather on

can have—buoth for those needing care a more informal basis in private homes or

ed settings.

and those who offer informal caregiv- other community-bas on gender, is quite staggering. For

ing to a loved one. example, according to the

“(:Dﬂtrary to DOPUIar beilef’ government SDLJTCES Met Life Ftud_\' of Care-
such as Medicare and Medicaid provide very few ~Bving Coststo Working
reinbursements to cover long-term caregiving.” : s

Caregiving is
usually defined as
*unpaid assistance
that is provided by the workforee early or re-
family members, duce their working hours

friends, and neighbors, in order to help Unfortunately, while most people would in erder to provide care for a loved one

ill and disabled individuals remain in

¥

not hesitate to offer care for an aging lose an average of more than $89,000

the community,” Factors such as the
changing nature of the family, as well

partner, this arrangement often comes at in cumulative wages. When also

a very high cost. Due to the physical and considering a man's reduced Social
emotional strain that caregiving can entail,

caregivers who are employed in addition to

as increased life expectancies, have

Security retirement benefits due to his

significantly influenced the nature decreased wages, the total loss can be

in excess of $144.600.

and the extent of caregiving today. providing care to a loved one are more like-

eclectic

in the heights
( i o 355 West 19th Streat
! | ¥ " Houston, TX 77008
. A 7138644411
Mon-Sat 10am - épm :

Sunday 1pm-5pm
713.869.1414

' r ” -
L8 P

CodalnTheHeihts.cum Hours: Tue - Sat:10am - 6pm
Sun: 1pm - 5pm
facebook Mon:  Closed
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For female caregivers, the financial
cost is even more substantial. In one sce-
nario, a loss of wages of nearly $142 700
i& coupled with lost Social Security
benefits of approximately $131,351 and
a 550,000 impaet on pension/retirement
savings to bring the average lifetime cost

of providing care to around $324,000.

Sources for Financing
Long-Term Care Needs

While providing care to a loved one can

take its toll on future income and sav-
ings, current savings are also depleted
relatively quickly if other sources of fi-
nancing are not in place.

Contrary to popular belief, govern-
ment sources such as Medicare and Med-
icaid provide very few reimbursements to
cover long-term caregiving. For example,
in order to qualify for limited Medicare
funds, an individual must be considered
“home bound,” while Medicaid typically
requires that an individual's assets be at
his or her state’s poverty level. (This dif-
fers from state to state, but is generally
in the range of $2,000 1n total assets.)

There are, however. ways to plan for
long-term care needs that can lessen both
the physical and financial impact that a

caregiving situation can bring about.

Long-Term Care Insurance
One option is to purchase long-term care
insurance, Today's long-term care insur-
ance policies cover myriad expenses,
including a number of home-care options.
This can allow a partner who needs care
to receive the services that he or she
needs, while the other partner continues
to earn income and retain savings and as-
sets for their originally intended purpose.
Likewise, many current long-term care
insurance policies will allocate a certain
amount of benefit to cover expenses that the
caregiver incurs—even if that individual
is a friend or family member. (Older policies
often provide benefits only when trained
medical professionals provide the care.)
In addition, long-term care insurance
benefits can be increased over time by opt-
ing for the inflation rider. This can help
a great deal in covering the rising cost of
medical care—and it can be particularly
beneficial for younger applicants who may
not need to file a claim for several deeades.
Many of today's long-term care insur-
ance policies also offer premium discounts
to domestic partners who both apply for
coverage at the same time, This can help
keep the overall cost of coverage down,
while ensuring that money will be avail-
able should the need for care arise.

Fixved Annuity or Life Insurance
with a Long-Term Care Rider

In addition to individual long-term care —
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Jenni knows how to make your
egg roll and your veggies rock
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"wrl Best Float Pride Parade Houston 2011

Best Costume Pride Parade Houston 2012
Best Restaurant

for Cheap Eats

IT'S ALL GOOD IN THE NOODLEHOOD!
NOODLESRULE.COM

B facebook.com/moodiesrule  [E] @noodlesrule

ennis

NOODLE HOUSE

IN THE HEIGHTS
602 EAST 20TH ST. @ OXFORD
(713) 862-3344

SHEPHERD/ MONTROSE
3111 S, SHEPHERD @ ALABAMA
(713) 523- 7600

UPTOWN/ GALLERIA
2027 POST OAK @ WESTHEIMER
(713) 621-4200

1928 FAIRVIEW
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Tim Surrott
713.320.5881

fimsurratt@yohoo.com

GREENWADD KING

= Personal Boundaries & )
\ Effective Communication
| October 12 * 10am—12noon
T ONSHIPS \ Romantic & Intimate
SUCCESSF UL RELAIES

one Relation ships: How to make them work
Love Some J < § ps:

{ "\?J‘{iﬁgm LosingYou!

lL_._ —

3 November 8 » 10am-12noon
e

To REGISTER FOR CLASSES:
CALL 713-529-4414 OR VIST WWW,LLU.COM

BEST MENTAL
HEALTH THERA!

e  DENISE O'DOHERTY LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN
3730 KIRBY DR, STE. 810+ HOUSTON, 77088
RELATIONSHIPTHERAPISTRN.cOM
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WE’VE MOVED

A face 1s like a work of art.
It deserves a gteat

. In additaon, de
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* 2012 North American Car of The Year * Bluetooth® hands-free system

» Offered as a coupe for the first time! * EPA-estimated 38 MPG highway

* America's Best Warranty™
(10 yr/100,000 mi Powertrain Warranty)

* Front fog & daytime running lights

Lisa Priest

Your Hyundal Consultant HYUNDAI
Y OTL America's Best Warranty’
632-870C 10-Year/100,000-Mile

Powertrain Limited Warranty

@& HYUNDRAI
Assurance | CONNECTED CARE

o 328768503 | TERLING McCALL
e by e RMEEadeen. | | MY UMD
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Rob Schmerler
INSURANCE AGENCY

We pride ourselves in meeting all
of the GLBT community’s
insurance needs!

=X
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“ Rob Schmerler

Voted Best Male Insurance Agent 11 Years in a Row
—QutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards

We offer individual and group health insurance through
several fine companies to meet your specific needs.

Great rates! Full Service!
Call for a quote today!

(713) 661-7700

6575 W Loop S, Ste 185 # Bellaire, Tex
SchmerlerAgency.com
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OR YOUR CALENDAR

Check out these fabulous events
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co-sponsored by OurSmarr
and our marketing partners.

October 12: The 42nd Annual
B.]!,.ruu City Art Festival in
nefitting

bayoucityartfestival.com

SAVE THE DATE

Movember 2: Lesbian Health
Inltmmre Fall 2013

> LIKE US & WIN PRIZES <<-
You could be our next winner of some

fabulous prizes.

Just “Like” OuiSmarr magazine on Facebook
and you can w l s, including
toncert and theater s, restaurant gift

certificates, and more.

Be social! Connect with us!
Twitter.com/outsmarthouston
Facebook.com/outsmartmagazine
Instagram: @outsmartmagazine
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YI]UR BOOTS .
We Have It

— Cheerd lo S’m‘ngct/ "

Soirees are more fun when you shop Texas' largest
selection of the best wines, craft beers, hard-to-find
spirits and finer foods. Spec’s has been Texas family-
owned since 1962, with over 100 locations statewide

WINES - SPIRITS - FINER FOODS
LOCATIONS ALL ACROSS THE HOUSTON AREA « (888) 526-8787 = specsonline.com
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General Bookkeeping computer-wiz.net
Payroll Setup
Qutsourced Financial Controller
Project Accounting
Cost Accounting
Business Plans/Budgets
Sales Tax Reporting
Collections
Financial Statements

7
GUARDIAN

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

GuardianBookkeepingSenices.com

(o) LanzSwi

Computer Repair
Networking

Virus Removal
Software Services
Web Hosting

IT Consulting
Hardware Purchasing
Backups

Server Support

Web Design

SEO

Advertising

Branding

Creative Consulting
Photography
Presentations

Trade Shows

Brochures

Information Architecture

Nnney

1]
S U

1ZsSwinney.com

A family of companies helping

your business succeed.

Lanz & Swinney LLC is a company formed of experts in their respective
fields. We have designed our services around helping small businesses
succeed, striving to pass on our knowledge to help each grow stronger
by creating a firm foundation for their stay power in the marketplace.
With a focus on fundamentals such as infrastructure and planning,
business owners are free to focus on what they know best. Qver the
years we have helped hundreds of companies in their quest to make a
name for themselves by lending our wisdom to their efforts.

Making History
while Running a City
four years for or Annise Parker

by Brandon Wolf
Photo by Brandon Wolf
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“| love Houston, because
one couldn't put in
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Office politics: Mayor Annise Parker is comfortable in the Houston mayor's office and wants

What Does Houston’s Mayor Do?

strong-mayoer city,” Parker expla “I'm
the CED, and the Council is the board —*




Making Historv she and her partner, Kathy Hubbard, flew to nians about the eritical issues of our
e ; 447 : : ;
Istanbul to publicize Turkish Airlines’ new city’s infrastructure. We undertook

| sontinued from page 51 . : ;
| non-stop service between the two cities. a massive project of overhauling the
| of directors. | have a tremendous amount “I love Houston, because one couldn't water/sewer system and adjusting the
> of administrative authority. In fact, 1 put in the amount of hours it takes if they rates. We went to the voters with the
‘ have all the administrative authority. didn’t,” Parker finishes. Her schedule is Rebuild Houston program to create a
~ Additionally, 1 preside at the Counci constant, seven days a week, and she is “on new dedicated revenue source for this
Addit Iy, 11 le at the ( I tant la; I 1 st ledicated 1 for th
meetings, sef the agen- call” at any hour of the day system, which must fund itself, Then

da, and have a vote, or night ked voters to approve bond money
~ > Houston is one of the
‘“]J'-"E]UL'H'.'I]II[I". or cities
in the nation

“1 lead Houston by

onee again to continue this investment.
Parker's Major When a house has problems, vou have to
Accomplishments fix them. But Houston had not been do-

ing this”

being the public face Parker has lots of pride * Redistricting—"In 2011, we added two

of the city,” she contin- in her administration’s new Council seats. We literally had to

. “When there is a accomplishments. When move every [district boundary] line in
crisis, I am the person asked to identify four the city. It was the most complicated
people see and hear major ones, she focused redistrieting ever done in the eity. We
When things go wrong, on these: brought people together, we had a trans-
I am the person who e The economie recession— parent process, and we showed how it
has to make sure they “] came into office at the eould be fair to everyone. Although Har

lowest point of the ¥

get handled. If a hurri

cane is coming in—and

ris County and the State of Texas are

and was able to still litigating their redistricting, the

Mayor Parker at the Houston Area
! Women's Center Race Against ; ]
thankfully, one hasn't violence in 2012. help right the ship, sail it City was never sued.”

vet—it’s me and the through the storm, and * Homelessness—"1 picked up something
county judge who are standing out get it to where we are today. [ had to make no one wanted to deal with for a very
there, calling the shots and telling peo difficult decisions to re-focus and turn the long time. Last yvear we chose to move
ple what to do economy arcund—without raizing taxes or the needle on homelessness. There is

“1 market Houston by spending a making short-term decisions that would have  much left to do, but we have dropped the

reat deal of time !-r-.-l'.:--li'.m good busi impacted 1||| long-term health of the city.” homelessness rate by 25 percent. In one

ness here—I"'m the | cheerleader for * Houston's infrastructure—"1 was able to year, we brought together resources that

the city,” Parker says. Earlier this year, have pro I.!llL[I\t diseusaions with Housto- hadn't worked together before, and we

GET UNLIMITED DATA FOR
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“Thank You OutSmart Readers for voting Premier Wireless Center

the Best Cell Phone provider for the 16th year in a row!”

Joshua’s Native Plants P@-SusiEiiy, EEEEES Y

: . : Buy Gay and Support the Community, too! )
& Garden Antiques mes-sinis ' PREMIER |
-_— We're Houston's oldest gay-owned wireless company, WIRELESS
502 W. 18" St. « Houston, TX 77008 B WINNER

(two blocks east of N. Shepherd - in the Heights) . - Bost Garden SUMIH Nursery
713-862-7444 « www.joshuasnativeplants.com :
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'/I.ight Bulbs Unlimited

1203 Westheimer, Houston,TX. 77006

521. 0330 * Fax: 7] 3 52] 2090
www.LightBulbsUnllmlredUSA.com

Tel: 713

- LED Light Bulbs

- Fluorescent Lighting

- Low-Voltage Light Bulbs
- Neon Lights and Tubing
- Club and Black Lighting
- Colored Party Bulbs

- Photography Bulbs

- Specialty Bulbs
- Medical Bulbs

- Boot Lighting
- LED & Incandescent

Rope Lighting
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housed five hundred chronically homeless

veterans, | can't prevent homelessness,
because there will always be situations
where people end up in circumstances
bevond their control. But I can solve the
problem of people who have been on the
streets for yvears. We are on track to end
homelessness in the next two yvears.”
But along with the accomplishments
in political life come the disappointments
Parker says the worst |'||!|i1it'\i[ loss for
her was the traffic red-light cameras con
troversy. “It was a no-win situation right
from the beginning. Doing away with the
ecameras was the wrong thing to do. But
I respect the democratic proeess, and the
VOLErs Wi ||'|| The cameras are now gone,
but the eity lost a lot of money—from
revenue and from the broken vendor
contract.” The issue cost Parker a lot po
litically, too, and dogged her for months

after the i1ssue was settled
The Mayor's Proudest Moments

]I.I['l\-"' SAYS Ii:.‘|‘| ri“r- victory celebration

following her first election was undoubt

edly her most exciting night of the last

four years. “That’s when everything
Seems ;n-_—-‘_—-lh'_L-_" she says, “The harsh
reality of all the things that have to b
done hasn't hit you in the face vet.’

But in everyday terms, she says her
most triumphant moment was when the
Council gave a supermajority vote to her
proposed overhaul of the water/sewer

system in early 2011, “That’s not a super-

sexy thing,” she says, “but it was very
significant.

“We knew there was a problem, We
identified the scope, we outlined the issue
for the Council and the public, and we
presented different options for correcting
it. We worked with the Couneil to find the
option that was the most appropriate. We
came to agreement, and we got it done. Tt
was the right thing for the right reason
with the right outcome. It was the best
executed thing we've done.”

The benefits of that new infrastruc-
ture plan were soon felt throughout
the city. “It helped us get through the
drought of 2011."

AVET il:._'l-u!"-\.l-\--r: hundred water-main

During that time, an

breaks were occurring daily. The new
revenue stream enabled the replacement
of aging pipes in Houston's 7,000-mile-
long system, The majority of failing pipes
were giving way as they expanded in the
heat. The soil that usually provided pres
sure on them was now dry and unable to
provide stability. With the new financial
plan in effect, the City was able to deal
with the unexpected crisis without losing

traction on the long-term goals
Mavor Parl

pride come from seeng 1

z moments of greatest

I riormanee
ne perrormancs

of the City's more than twenty thousand

employees. “1 love it when a whole team
executes a plan, or when a department
does something

imazing,” she says

“There have been cave-ins from

massive water muin breaks in freezing
weather that caused giant sinkholes and
City employees have been out there in the

expected, Public Works crews

iaking repairs. If an

are pre-stationed around the eity, ready to
mmediately
*And we are now
sporting events,” she continues, “because
cecu The NBA All-Star
Game |"--\l\\|

go to work i

on the map for major

te s0 wel

1] Four ran like

¥ e i } e
m rafiici1s neavy

Thousands of City employees and

ither Houstonians make every aspect

Moments of Emotion

The worst moments are when we lose

in employvee in the line of duty,” Parker
als really tu

" On May 31, 2013, the worst

tragedy 1 the history of th

savs. “And public memonr
it my heart
» Houston Fire
firefight

hile containing the blaze at

Department oceurred when four

ers were lost w
1 burning hotel

Parker and her partner immediately
went to the hospital to offer support to the
families, During that time, a news confer

e pnotd of an obw :--l.'—|_\ siricEen, leary-

eved mayor hit the media outlets

I fl-l"l do drama :|'|4i a |ur of emotion,”
‘Not that | don't feel it. But

myv normal state

says Parker
is to elose the door and
deal with it privately. But that night 1
ind 1 felt

1at it was a time when I had to deal with

was overwhelmed with emotion

it |.-!:|.|||-|_\ P ople eoded Lo gFrieve vnd 1

had to let myself be the face of it,”
The Daily Routine

vernment that func-

says. “We func-

rect impact on

people’s lives, Whenever we solve a prob-
lem or get something fixed, it's a great
feeling.”

But |||=-.-”>|- ig also dem 11|l:.iI!§_'_ of her
time. “I'm picked up at 8 a.m., unless
there 18 a breakfast mi --Iil:;-j scheduled,
and then it's earlier.” Her daily staff meet-
ing begins at 8:30 a.m. and can run from
thirty to sixty minutes. “That’s when I
find out what blew up overnight—figur:

tively and literally.” —+

Congratulations To All
Legacy Nominees and Winners!

Christopher Garrett
Finalist
Leading Male Fundraiser

Januari Leo
Winner
Most Prominent LGBT Female Activist

Legacy Community Health Services

Finalist
Favorite Community Organization

832-548-5000

Make Legacy your health care home! u

Ms. Mint Julep

Finalist

Favorite Benefit Event of the Year

Scott Sawyer, MD

Finalist

Best Eye Doctor (Male)

Bryan Hlavinka

Winner

Most Prominent LGBT Male Activist

Call to make an appointment now. . e |

2 LOCATIONS

GREEK FARES

49th & SEAWALL

GRILL .NET

Thank You for Voting Us Galveston's BEST Greek Restaurant gAY
& One of the Best Mediterransan Restaurants

OLYMPIA

@ SEAFOOD

21st & HARBORSIDE
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The rest of the day is scheduled in
half-hour increments. “It's meeting, meet-
ing, meeting, a speech at lunch to a civie
association, and then more meetings.” The

mayor tries to walk back in the front deor
of her home at 8 p.m.

Weekends are different, but still
demanding. Usnally there is an early-
morning kickoff of an event that she is
asked to attend. During campaign seazon,
there are eandidate forums. She is asked
to judge events ranging from a school
reunion cook-off to the Art Car Parade
entries.

Most weekend evenings are filled with
varigus galas and charity fundraising
parties. Occasionally, Parker may have a
few hours to herself and her family on the
weekends. “T ask my staff to try to keep
one day a month, usually a Sunday, totally
free of any activities,” Parker says. She
admits even that is not always successful.
“The she

2 We wWrap up our conversation. Il

iff is here,” an aide an-

NoUnNCces §

sounds like a cue to end the interview, but

the mavor's assistant says calmly, “That

just means hes next in line.”

Parker’s Legacy

Asked what she would like her legacy to
be, Parker says it shouldn't be a building
with her name on it. “I'd just like to be
remembered as having led the City well—
managing it through diffieult times, un-
dertaking an amazing amount of projects,
and leaving it better than it was.

“It’s a great gift to me to be able to
make decisions that shape the future of
my home town,” Parker says. "To be able
to work with professionals and Council
members to do things which are truly
transformative—to work on things like
the expansion of the Bayou hike-and-hike
trails that will pay off for Houstonians for
generations to come

“During my administrations, there
have been no scandals, People have dis-
agreed with some of the things ['ve done,
but we've been honest and ethical. I've
told the voters the truth—whether it was
pleasant or not—and ['ve accepted ac-
countability for my actions.”

From the beginning of her campaign
for the mayor’s seat, Parker has been care-
ful not to be stereotyped as “the leshian
mayor.” She's responded to the issue when
asked, but always moved on to the real
1ssues that face the city.

When she was first elected in 2009,
the international media attention was
unparalleled. But it gave Parker an amaz-
ing epportunity to pivot away from the gay
issue and focus on showing the world what

Houston has to offer.

“Now we are always showing up on
“Ten Best' lists,” Parker says. “And none
of this i3 made up. My election just gave
Houston an opportunity to sell itself. Tt
has evolved from a ‘big small city’ to an

Kathy Hubbard loves
Houston’s vast diversity

by Brandon Wolf
Photo by Brandon Wolf

ouston'’s First Lady, Kathy

Hubbard, longtime partner of “the

first out lesbian mayor of a major
LS. city,” has been making some history
of her own during the last four vears.

The role of Houston's First Lady
is undefined, and each of Hubbard's
predecessors had her own way of handling
the job. The visibility of recent mayoral
spouses has run the gamut from Elyse
Lanier's office in City Hall to Frances
Young (Brown}’s chosen near-invisibility
Kathy Whitmire, whose husbhand died five
years before she became mayor, remained
single during her ten-year administration
back in the '80s.

The position is also unfunded—if the
mayor’s spouse accompanies the mayor
on a trip, they pay their own expenses,
including airfare. About the only thing
they are truly expected to do is to be at
the mayor’s side during the swearing-in

CETemony.
Our eurrent First Lady met with
OutSmart magazine in late August and
talked about her experiences in fulfilling
this role. She is warm and approachable,
attentive and genuine. She approaches life

urbane, cosmopolitan
place.”

Although Parker
has avoided the one-
dimensionality of
being “the leshian
mayor,” Houston's
LGBT community will
alwavs think of her as
“one of our pwn.” The
deafening applause that
greets her eéach year as
she and Hubbard ride
in the Pride Parade
demonstrates the depth of that pride.

For the older generations in our commu-

nity, she represents the sea-change that has

occurred in Houston during the last few de-
cades. The Police Department that once raid-
ed gay bars with impunity now reports to a

Happy birthday: Kathy Hubbard sits at her desk in her bookkeeping-service office, with

lesbian. That same department whose ha-
rassment of LGBT eitizens led to ruined
careers and reputations a few generations
ago is now tasked with protecting the life
of a lesbian mavor at all costs, even if it
means sacrificing their own lives,

For the younger generations in our
community and beyond, Mayor Parker
15 a role model, a celebrity, and a hero.
Sometimes when she is out and about, not
in an official role, a young child might
approach her and ask if she is the mayor
Assured that she is, the young fan asks
her to pose for a picture of the twao of them
together, and then seeks a hug, *That iz
the coolest part of being Houston's may-

or,” Parker says.

Brandon Wolf also writes about Kathy
Hubbard in this issue of OutSmart.

yellow birthday flowers from her partner, Annise Parker.

with a calm pragmatism that is tinged with a

mischievous sense of humor.
“A Naturalized Houstonian”

Hubbard was born in Boston and grew up in
chilly Buffalo, New York. She is the oldest

of four children, with two sisters and a
brother.

In 1979, she traveled to Houston for
the first time to visit her sister who was
living here. She says she was ready to
live in a warmer climate, Houston could
definitely provide that, but it was her —
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DOMA is DEAD!

Sex Immigratio

all for a Consultat

Alicia Perez, Esq.
Immigration Law
www.immigratehouston.com
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ANIMAL &

2030 W. Alabama
713.5928.0818
WestAlabamaAnimalClinic. vetsuite.com

n Questions?

jon!

AER VERLD KL
1333 Heights Blvd. Ste. 103
Houston, Texas 77008

Danielle Rosser, DVM
Best Female Veterinarian * 2007-2013
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In the neighborhood for

168 years...
Well that's in Dog Years,
but 24 is still impressive!
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It Takes Only One Vote...

trip to the Galleria that sold Hubbard on
the city. “1 was amazed when [ saw |31,-4||:||,~
of all races and nationalities there,” she
remembers. She fell in love with this diver-
gity and moved to the city the next vear.
Her entire family has been very sup

portive of Hubbard's twenty-three-year

relationship with Annise Parker. Al- |
though her parents still live in Buffalo, |

they have attended every one of Parker's
swearing-in ceremonies—three as council |
member, three as controller, and two as
MAYOoT. 'r].l-‘.‘. [luilz to return to Houston |
next January if Parker wins a final two-

yvear térm on November 5.
Coming to Grips with a New Role

During Parker's first mayoral race, Hub
bard says that she was too busy with the

campaign to think about what she might do

y. While candidates

' mMavor
need to talk about what they will do if
elected, the ‘]"llli'wl'lh_ role is I':lr‘e';_‘.' a tomc of
discussion. It only takes one vote to becoms
First Lady,” Hubbard says with a smile

I'he reality that she might have a very
public position hit her during the 2009
victory party after the election that put
Parker into a runcff. "Semeone came up
to me and asked if I would be a host at
the next annual picnic of their nonprofit
organization.” At first Hubbard didn't
understand, but then realized people
were already starting to get in line to win
her attention

Even on the night of Parker’s runoff
election victory, Hubbard took nothing for
granted. It wasn’t until she and Parker
stepped onto the stage at the victory rally
that it became real. "It was one of those
1 knew

I would remember this for the rest of my

thunderbolt moments,” she s

life. It suddenly seemed like we could ac-
complish anything, and I thought, “Wow,
mayhe there is hope for world peace.™

What Does a Houston First Lady Do?

Hubbard is frequently seen accompany-
ing Mayor Parker to fundraising galas |
and other events. With her usual gracious |
style, Hubbard often poses for pictures |
with attendees and answers questions |
from local society reporters.

But the bulk of Hubbard’s effort is |
spent representing Houston and her part
ner at consular events. Houston is a port
city and conduets buginess with many
foreign countries. As a diverse melting
pot, Houston has large populations of
citizens from around the world who have
made Texas their new home.

Houston is home to ninety-four busy

The First Lady with her partner, Mayor Parker, at a Discovery
Green gala in 2012.

consulates that host public events to cel-
ebrate their countries and their cultures.
Hubbard says it's not possible to accept
all the invitations she receives. Instead,
she tries to attend events where several
consulates join together to celebrate a
common interest.

Fittingly, her biggest event is the an

nual reception for spouses of consulate
officials. "“Most of the attention iz given
to the officials throughout the year.” says
Hubbard. “So we organize one big event
annually to recognize their spouses, be-
cause families are important, too.”

The event 18 held during the holidays,
and the venue used to be the beautiful

“Rienzi” mansion in River Oaks that was

willed to the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts,
Houston. “But we
outgrew that,” Hub-
bard savs, *and now
it's held in the new
ly renovated Julia

Ideson Library.”

Accomplishments
that Matter

Az she reminisces,
Hubbard highlights
four accomplizh
ments she feels have been especially important
CGay inclusion—Hubbard says she has
tried to be involved in anvthing where the
heterosexual spouse of a mayor would tradi
tionally participate. “I believe we've helped
people see that gays are just like everyone
else; and that we belong here.”
Adoption—"We brought attention to the
importance of giving children a home,” Hub
bard continues. *Our own ¢hildren are all
past l'I‘r',l'-:l't'Il now, and I]Ie-_\ Are |’l-',||u fine
Having gay parents hasn't affected them
adversely,”
Good will—"1've always been interested
getting along with each other,” sayvs

Hubhard. “It’s still hard for me to under

in people

stand why so many don’t seem to be able to.

ANTH

I've done what I can to foster aceeptance
of all people.”

The environment—"Healthy planet,
avs Hubbard. Hubbard’s

public role has given her many new op-

healthy people,’

portunities to spread the word about the
importance of recycling and protecting
our environment. She has teamed up
with predecessors Elyse Lanier and An
drea White to continue promoting bayou
cleanup efforts.

The Ups and Downs of Political Life

On the positive side, Hubbard s
being the First Lady has inereased the

ys that

size and importance of her contact list, af-
fording her the ability to promote favorite
causes and to help link people who share
similar goals for the city,

Hubbard says she also gets to make
trips to interesting places. When Mayor
Parker visited Turkey last spring to
promote the new non-stop flight linking
Houston and Istanbul, Hubbard joined
her. She was especially moved by a tour
of Anitkabir, a mausoleum dedicated to
Mustafa Kemal Atatirk, the founder of
modern Turkey.

On the flip side, Hubbard says she
doesn’'t get to see as much of her partner

as she used to, “Three days a week she —

ON PROPERTIES

“For all of your real estate needs -
buying, selling or leasing.”

e
L

www.anthonyuptonproperties.com

713-528-0050

Tim Anthony
832.722.6901
tim@timanthony.com

Fy
L =

Calvin Upton
832-541-6274
calvin@calvinupton.com
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.
s out the door at 7 a.m. for a breakfast -
:nz[-:%t.iltm. :nulr\\-:}'rv IiuT}\.\' iT’:]1{Jt;11'r'i\'Fﬁ s O C I E T Y F O R T H E P E #F @ R M I N G A
back by 8 p.m.” 3
; l'i'l::th'rlfd”:: ys she also misses spending 2013 l 2014 Season
Bringing the World's Best to Houston

time with old friends. “We just don't have
the luxury of ‘hanging out’ with the kind of
schedule we have to follow. And when we
do find some free time, we often pull up the
drawbridge and enjoy staying home.

“I can’t go slumming to run errands |

’ : ! g anymore, either,” she laughs. “Some of
in town is an easy call. Houston's a Jrl'l'iilg A the outfits I used to wear just don’t work

toun. And [ like driving both on and off . when you're the First Lady of the city.”
the }I-I'('ELI, When it came to getting a new B In addition to her First Lady duties,

3 - e : Hubbard still runs her own bookkeeping ser- IN CONCERT FOR ONE NIGHT ONLYI
BMW for me and my family I chose R

vice. “I'm thankful for great employees,” she

| Advantage BMW Midtown. A dealewship says, when asked how she gets it all done |
that performs as well as the cars they sell. As for her children, they miss seeing AUdra M D
Ome visit and you'll see what [ mean their other mom, “They practically have L

they have discovered they get the l
|
|
|

Recommending the best BMW dealer
4

to make an appointment,” she sighs. “But |
i ;J'.,I-:: seats in the house at sports events An dy Elnhorn! plano
and the rodeo! Life compensates.”

Hub

“As the old saying goes, ‘Everyone gets

ird is philosophical about it all

8 pm | Saturday, October 19, 2013
o onaeRtes, Brown Theater, Wortham Center

Being a Part of Human Rights History

During the 2009 mayoral campaign,

an opponent sent out a mail piece that
clearly featured Hubbard standing with
her partner at an inaugural ceremony, A
headline asked, “Is This the Image Hous-
ton Wants to Portray?” The implication
was that it wasn't—but voters didn't buy
that outdated attack strategy.

Hubbard says she doesn't take the neg-
ativity personally. “I understand their psy-
chological construct, and the fact that they
think we violate their beliefs and values.”
' L But there is a line that cannot be

\ crossed. Hubbard mentions a mailer from

MipTowN a self-appointed “Texas Ethics Advisory
1305 Gray @ Caroline ; Board” that condemned her support of

713-289-1200 Planned Parenthood. The mail piece includ-

Wi AchRITtag eV e ':' -~ 1 ed pictures of Hubbard's children. "How

| Special lease and financing available through BMW Financial Services. - - dare they endanger my children’s lives!

— — Adults can disagree civilly, and there are

ways to go about dealing with differences.

But only cowards hide behind children!”
Other than these rare episodes, Hubbard
y says people have gone out of their way to be

welcoming, “If there are people who are pur-
posely excluding me, I guess 1 haven't had

time to notice—because there are so many
people who are kind and accepting”

Hubbard ends the interview with a fa-
WINNER Best Female Dentist vorite memory of Mayor Parker’s appear-

3 I ance on The Colbert Report. “He asked her
We see children; teens, and gaulis if she had a partner, and Annise said she

= Professional * Comfortable did, Then he asked her if she called me
Whitening Sedation the First Lady. “No,” Annise responded, ‘1

. call her Kathy.™
701 Shepherd Drive, Ste.102 @ Floyd Si.
281.506.0539 » www.BristlesDental.com

Brandon Welf also writes about Mayor
Annise Parker in this issue of OutSmart.
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OF TEN associated with misfortune, the number 13 is

proving to be rather lucky for these winners of OutSmart magazine’s

| P K _" ¥ 2013 Gayest & Greatest awards. After all, we did survive the
3 apocalyptic prediction at the end of the thirteen cycles of the

| Mayan calendar (see OutSmart, October 2012). Unlucky 13,

1 we're not buying what you're selling.

There’s something special about the number, perhaps only

B+~ in that triskaidekaphobes give the rest of us some breathing
TR I s KAI DEKA PH 0 BIC : room. We thumb our nose at the superstition, embracing all that
- =% makes 13 a prime number in our book. Tell that to Betsy Ross.

Bar mitzvah, anyone? Who doesn’t remember counting down the

days to becoming a bona-fide teenager— and isn’t a baker’s
dozen always sweeter than just twelve?

‘ In fact, even in this very superstitious month of 2013,
s “Bri '
. ma Es us we say, “Bring on the black cats and the

broken mirrors.” We'll step on a crack

if we feel like it, or walk under a ladder.
. . | 8 We'll say “Good luck™ and scream

“Macbeth in a theater. Bring it on,

5 - _ Halloween! You don’t scare us! @
WI""BI’S _ W AV —By Sally Huffer #€&)




Community Hero (Male)
Ray Hill

Community Hero (Female)
Mayor Annise Parker

Most Prominent
LGBT Male Activist
Bryan Hlavinka

Most Prominent
LGBT Female Activist
Januari Leo

Most Valuable
Male Volunteer
Bryan Hlavinka
Most Valuable
Female Volunteer
Cristina Gorczynski
'.il." | .'\u:l.
Leading Male Fundraiser
Bryan Hlavinka (tie)
Gary Wood (tie)

Leading Female Fundraiser
Cristina Gorczynski
Finaiists: Robin Brow
ol Whatt

Favorite Local
Politician (Male)
Mike Laster

FIRGNST Larmnet Lolem

Favorite Local
Politician (Female)
Mayeor Annise Parker

Best LGBT
Businessperson (Male)
Tom Baker

Best Female LGBT
Businessperson
Kathy Hubbard

Best Attorney (Male)

Mitchell Katine

Best Attorney (Female)
Connie Moore
and Debbie Hunt

Best Eye Doctor (Male)
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MI

Best Eye Doctor (Female)
luliet Farmer, 00

Best Physician (Male)
Gordon E. Crofoot, MU, PA

5700 Kirby, Ste, 1230

Elien Cohen
ool
Best Physician (Female)
lulia Kovacs, MD
213 Hermann Dr, Ste. 430
{ta ria, MO
3.4 ! ER 2 LS

utSmart presents the 2013 Gayest & Greatest local winners
I.f'."u.r.'.l OUr COMMmMURILY, .-ra,-.-,.'r_.".'r,-" with some all-time “Greatest”
national lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender icons as we

eelebrate LGBT History Month in October

We “queer-ied” a few of our winners. Some dealt with their own
superstitions and past Halloween experiences. Other questions dealt

number 13.

=t , i . -
wedh the personal signeficance of Their responses are

as diverse as they are and hopefully will show that we are luchky that

they all call Houston and Galveston home.

Mike Copenhaver, Re/Max
Best Realtor

Do you know what Houston Texans have? He doesn't apply the same

muarterback T.J. Yates has in

reasoning when the Texans or Ag-

1 Aggie linebacker Reg-

gies win, That’s how superstitions

» wide are. Mike lets trending

- P All ’ news inspire him for his

three sport the number Halloween costume, but
13 on their jerseys. Like if nothing trips his fancy,
many f wall fans, Mike he'll go as himself. One of
15 superstitious about hi his favorite costumes was
teams, scrutinizing how during the first Guif Waz

his actions contributed As a bartender at JR's, he

to a loss, Did they lose dressed in a black burka

because he was running with a sash reading Miss
Gray Sai Arual

Perhaps this vear. he'll

late and missed The Star a 1995,

Spangled Banner? Did he

by taking blend football and current events

upset the advertising god

a bathroom break when h and go as Johnny Manziel

lobt

MONTH

rwn hitimaeriber 8. o

PLAYWRIGHT Edward Albee

dward Albee is a celebrated playwright who won three Pulitzer Prizes and three

Tony Awards. Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, his first Broadway play, helped
establish Albee as one of America's greatest playwrights

Born Edward Harvey in Washington DC, he was adopted as an infant by the
prominent Albee family of New York. The family’s ownership of a national theater chain
nurtured Albee's passion for the arts. Albee and his parents were constantly alt odds
over his desire to pursue a career in theater, After failing out of two private schools, he
graduated high school and matriculated to Trinity College

In 1949, Albee dropped out of Trinity (o pursue a career in writing. He moved to
Greenwich Village, an artistic epicenter. Albee experimented with writing poetry and short
fiction before finding a niche in playwriting, Albee’s early off-Broadway shows received
praise for their unconventional themes, including homoeroticism. He made his Broadway
debut with Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, which earned him his first Tony Award

Albee has written more than twenty-five plays. His willingness to
experiment with various styles earned him Pulitzer Prizes for
A Delicate Balance, Seascape, and Three Tall Women. He
received two additional Tony Awards far The Goal, or Whao is
Sylvia? and a revival of Wha's Afrard of Virginig Woolf?

Since moving to Greenwich Village, he has lived an
openly gay life. Recognized for pioneering the depiction
of homosexuality on stage, Albee weaves same-sex
relationships throughout his work

He lived for thirty-five years with Jonathan Thomas,
his partner, until Thomas's death in 2005. Albee received
a Special Tony Lifetime Achievement Award and The
Academy of Achievement's Golden Plate Award for exceptional
accomplishment in the arts. —

Congratulations To All
Legacy Nominees and Winners!

Christopher Garrett
Finalist
Leading Male Fundraiser

Ms. Mint Julep
Finalist
Favorite Benefit Event of the Year

Januari Leo
Winner
Most Prominent LGBT Female Activist

Scott Sawyer, MD
Finalist
Best Eye Doctor (Male)

Legacy Community Health Services
Finalist
Favorite Community Organization

Bryan Hlavinka
Winner
Most Prominent LGBT Male Activist

Make Legacy your health care home!

Legac

) -

| C P
Health Services

Call to make an appointment now.
832-548-5000




cantinued from page 44

Best Dentist (Male)
Bruce Smith, D05
1006 Missour
713/529-4364
brucesmithdds.com
Finalists: Marcus De Guzman,
DD5; Mason Jones, DD5,;
Cory Logan, DDS;

Best Dentist (Female)
Shirley Parikh, DDS (tie)

hepherd Dr, Ste. 102
281/506-0539
bristlesdental com
Dianna Wilde, DS (tie)
Floss Bental
514 Elgin
71379420101

flassdental.com

Best Chiropractor (Male)
Kenneth Lester DO
Kirby Health & Weliness
werd Dr
713/526-5252
kennethlesterdc.co
Finghsts; Art Keller, DC;
Byron Menard, DC

Best Chiropractor (Female)
Darla Thompson
House of Chirapractic
202 Knax St,, Ste. A
T13/880-1555
houseatchiropractic.com
Finalist: lackie Duval, DC

Best Cosmetic

Surgeon (Female)

Angela Sturm, MD

Facial Plastic Surgery Assac
6655 Travis, Ste. 900
713/526-5665
drangelasturm.com

Best Cosmetic

Surgeon (Male)

Jon A. Mathy, VD
NuJuv Plastic Surgery Ctr
16605 SW. Freeway, Ste 175
281/846-4692
nujuv.com

Best Aesthetic Physician

Octavio Barrios, V[ (tie)
Skin Renaissance
517 West Gray 5t

1/942-7546

skinrenaissance.net

Patrick McNamara, (D (tie)
The Skin Renewal Center
1512 W Alabama St
713/533-0800
theskinrenewalcenter.com

Best Mental Health

Therapist (Male)

Tony Carroll, LCSW
1006 Missoun
T13/527-0000
houstontherapist.com

Finolists: Tony Aucoin, LCSW,
LCDC; Ken McLeod, LCSW,
ACP; Robert Snellgrove,
LCSW

Best Mental Health
Therapist (Female )
Denise O'Doherty, LPC,
LMST, LCDC, RN

3730 Kirby, Ste. 910

713/524-9525

relationshiptherapistrn.com
Finalist: Enod Gray, LCSW,
CSAT CCP

Best Psychiatrist
Daniel R. Garza, V[
23255, Shepherd, Ste. 805

Best Psychologist (Male)

Woodja Flanigan, PhD
2600 Southwes! Freeway
Ste, 409, 713/589-9804
dwoodjafianigan.com

Finalists: Mike Harmison, Ph;
Ken McLeod, LCSW, ACP

Best Psychologist (Female)
Kristin K. Andersan, Phl

drknstinandérson.com

Best Massage

Therapist (Male)

Tom Zeppelin
2510 Whitney St
T13/542-0426
ieppelinmassage.com

Finafists: Armando Arango,
Brad Brand!, loel Leal

Besl Massage
Therapist (Female)
Rebin Maek
1301 Marshall St.
ddeepbreaths.org

Best Personal Trainer

(Male)

Ryan Monceaux
Houston Trainers
4150 Westheimer Rd.
832/6237823
houstontrainers.com
inglists; Drake Abshire
Eric Turner

Best Personal

Trainer (Female)

Dawne Ledano
832/257-5670
dawneledanatrainer.com

Finalsts; Amy Christiansen,
Kimberly Marler

Gayest & Greatest

continued from page 44

Sarah Pepper
Best Radio Personality, Female
The New HOT 95.7

Sarah Pepper delays her own adult-
hood as much as she can, frequently
letting out her

inner child. Her

advice for thir-

teen-year-olds

who are just

entering their

teen vears: “Be

a kid. Don't

try and grow

up now. There

will be plenty

of time to be

old later.” She's

not the kind

of person who

says, “Do what

I say and not what I do.” A few vears
ago, she won an award dressed as
Honey Boo Boo for Halloween, with
her coworkers plaving Mama June
and a pageant announcer, Look-

ing back at her own life, she would

go back and tell her younger self,

“Listen to your mom; she is right!
Hug your brother
and tell him you
love him. Let him
tag along. Listen to
yvour big sister; she is
right, too. Enjoy be-
ing thirteen!” Sarah
does a lot of appear-
ances at Houston-
area schools, and the
children adore her.
She recently hosted
a segment on Radio
Lollipop at Texas
Children’s Hospital.
What else can we
tell you about Sarah

“Peter Pan” Pepper? She raises

. o VLV ER EA G

October 2013

Dear Friends and Neighbors:

Voted
“Favorite Brand of Beer”
“Most Supporﬂve' i.&:cc:l Company of
the LGBT Community”

-2013 QuisSmart Readers' Choice Awards

money to build a school and board-
ing house in memory of her younger
brother, Andrew, believing that
every child deserves an education.

Kris Cogliano

Best Automobile Dealership - Import

You can’t work for Momentum without understanding that both less s more,

and more is more, whether it's a BMW with all the icing on top, or a Mini that
packs a world-class punch. Kris Cogliano puts it this way regarding a baker’s
dozen: “There are never enough cupcakes!” He doesn't go for faux, so if he has
to knock on wood, he won't go artificial. One year, Kris dressed up as Steve
McQueen (not Lightning or Alexander), the anti-hero’s hero, for Halloween. He
hasn't decided what he's going to do come October 31 this year, but he is hop-

ing it doesn't require a wig.

46 OCTOBER 2013 QutSmart

Charo Beans DaBarge
Best Drag Performer

On behalf of everyone at Bud Light and Silver Eagle Distributors, | would like to thank the
readers of QutSmart Magazine for once again recognizing our role and partnership in the LGBT
community. Bud Light is honored fo be selected as FAVORITE beer among QutSmart readers
for the seventh year in a row. We also greatly appreciate the distinction of MOST SUPPORTIVE
COMPANY of the Houston LGBT community for the fourth year in a row, and are happy o
share this honor with our Anheuser-Busch family, who was recognized as the MOST SUPPORTIVE
NATIONAL COMPANY.

As the largest Anheuser-Busch wholesaler in the U.S., Silver Eagle Distributors is proud to call
Houston home, and enjoys supporting the city in various ways throughout the year. This
commitment is evident in the LGBT community through the variety of events and non-profit
organizations we support, including Pride Houston, The Montrose Center, Bunnies on the Bayou,
The Montrose Softball League, and many others. We greatly enjoy supporting these events
each year and also thank each of you for enjoying our products in a safe and responsible
manner when celebrating.

QOur heartfelt thanks again, for recognizing us with these great distinctions. We look forward to
another great year of continued participation in the many activities of the LGBT community.
Cheers to the readers of QuiSmart magazine!

“Tt was horrible. I had fun that year,”
says the notorious emcee/host of FBar's
“Dream Girls and Legends.” Charo likes
to push herself out of her comfort zone.
The year of the horrible fun was the
Halloween she went dressed as Pebbles
from the Flintstones. Except that Peb-
bles was all grown up. She wore denim
shorts and “an awful wig with a bone in
it,” dangling a cigarette from a toothless
snear. For 2013 she plans to switch it up
with a costume influenced by a beauti-
ful and bloody Spanish tradition. Charo
says her guilty pleasure is never having
enough wigs and costumes, “It's always
Halloween for me.” —+

Sincerely,

John L. Nau, Il
President and CEQ

Silver Eagle Distributars, L.P.

ENJOY RESPONSIBLY




continued from page 46

Best Veterinarian (Male)
Richard Clive, DVM
Veterinary Hospital

Best Real Estate
Agent (Male)
Mike Copenhaver (tie)
RE/MAX Metro
626 Richmond Ave
5/528-4963

kecopenhaver.com

continued from page 46

Christina Gorczynski

Best Volunteer, Female

Christina

was born in
the month of
Oetober, so she
says Halloween
is a natural
favorite. She
loves how Hal-
loween stories

always begin

ery year, usually
as a celebrity, and
remembers back
to grade school
when she used
her allowance to
buy a blonde wig
at Walgreens and
an eighties prom

dress from a thrift

The Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency

Your agents...Your advocates.
Auto Home Renters Life Health Business And much more!

Thank you to the OutSmart readers
for your continued support!

| Best Veterinarian (Female) with samething store. Instant
| Danielle Ro:_se.n:d_.l'.-rd ; like. “I was Vanna White. Tf Voted Voted One of the
a Ani Ardased i aha Gocld v Best Male Best GLBT
| a ﬂ-:-':iming;ﬁ] and a thirteen-word } Insurance Agent Business Owners
| accidentally got acceptance speech .
| Best Real Estate locked out of my for being selected 11 Years in a Row 2010-2013
| . Agent (Femal_ﬁ'] house . . .” She as Best Volunteer,
| N Kla_rEIl1 ﬂerjl “I.E} also loves drag, it would be, *The
| sl i in her words, “Halloween best volunteers recruit other vol
Bestﬁst"}iﬂger‘h‘ﬂier 18 5 ‘I'.": and 1n her words, alloween 1s ESL viunieers recrul Lher v un
I Kevin Casey 7 0 the draggiest holiday on the cal- teers. Thank volunteers—they'll be R b S h I
| Body Mind & Soul Bookstore vourbivd.com endar.” Christina dresses up ev- dedicated for life.” (] chmerler .
| 7951 K s N Pat Walker (tie) F A R M E’ R S
| / : 1 Williams Realty
[ ams
A ' lgh‘{ A e 6575 W Loop S, Suite 185 » Bellaire, Texas 77401 » 713/661-7700 » SchmerlerAgency.com
Best Astrologer (Female) 82 ' ESTORY y A
Lilly Roddy {patriciawalker _}..!,L}:.\._nl.[.l._. I
i 920 West Main s: Pam Efferson ACTIVIST Mandv Carter
I 713/529-5842 e Levine, Lynette Lew b Novermber 2. 1948 [
lillyroddy.com b
Best Hairdresser {Male) 4 e i h ; ”
: : ! andy Carter describes herself as an “out, Southern, black, lesbian, social
Best Interior Joel 5 iger : ; 1 4 i
| Designer (Male) 0! .Q:Jl:mrl:e Mjusu:e activist.” She has been advocating for human rights for more Wlth tyPICal qUIGt. OOd taStB.
| Kevin Harﬁh\! 1512 B W. Alabama than forty-five years. Born in Albany, New York, Carter was raised in o
| A
| ayin Hamby Designs 713/807-0000 arphanages and the foster care system. After high schoaol, she attended Hudson Tlla announces hel' ateSt awal"d
i ithesalon.com { Valley Community College before dropping out and moving to New York City. She
L Fing Jesse Cougot, (  meta group of people at the League
I Best Interior Carlos Gomez, John Rubio { for Spiritual Discovery and traveled i
i ; : : Psychotherapy, Career Counseling,
Designer (Female) . { with them to San Francisco. In 1969, 3 Jndividula-:l, & Relationship ;
Laura Umansky E“Is_t Hi'd'f“" (Female) | shejoined the War Resisters League Counseling
; :l'!'_’_a_”:':‘::] In 1992, Carter became a public D “ "
515 \ - {  policy advocate for the Human Rights ENIS “WO00DJA
713/524-7858 ' | Campaign. The following year, she FLANIGA.N, PH. D. '
Finalists: Traci Duff, | helped establish Southerners on Licensed psychologist f
i Best Insurance Patty Gooch ¢ New Ground, an organization that .
| Agent (Male) | integrates people of color, immigrants, Yoted Best ngcho]o ﬂ
David l_.ornlls (tie) Favorite Community i people with disabilities and working- { - 2011=2013 ChutSmo gi
1I?fv—. '.G'-lfi-z.:' .;i-:l Photographer (Male) {  class members of the LGBT community R;m.f::r (‘h.-.-:ic:i-t:;:;:!a
| 4 JI:J'?.T <0 Dalton DeHart | inthe South. She cofounded the l A
OEVICNOrmS.Cor 1bdd-220 1 x : s s | .
| Rob Schmerler (tie) ff Nalmnal‘ Black Justice C_uahtmn, the :. Specializingin
£575 W. Laon South . | only national organization focused on : e i [
\ p Fi | ; : midh ; | individuals.couples, &
Ste. 185, Bellaire, TX Oliver Puzon | African-American LGET civil rights. { family relational issues
713/661-7700 3 In the 2000 election, she ;: | to regain your direction,
; schmerleragency.com Favorite Community ! participated in the statewide voter ! [ sense of meaning, and
Finalist: Allen Tran Photographer (Female) | empowerment campaign, which ' vour happiness.
fis Yvonne Feece produced one of Florida’s largest - |
esl Insurance 832/876-1053 | turnouts of black viters, In 2008, Carter was a National Co-Chair for Obama Pride. | | 3
;lzen;ifemale} yvonnefeece.com : Carter won a Spirit of Justice Award from GLADD for advancing LGBT rights. | ‘ Winner: Best Food Truck
i '“n'-r-r-al Sk 30t The National Organization for Women called her “one of the nation’s leading 2600 So "ﬁp
5 .;‘alh;- L iy African-American lesbian activists.” { m ouste = ‘
s She is the National Coordinator for the Bayard Rustin Commemoration Project | AL : l l LA_S
callpame com ¥ ! For mental health ne

Finalist: Pippa Wiley of the National Black Justice Coalition. Carter lives in Durham, North Carolina. — Tla's Restaurante & Bar - | 111°5. Shessherd - On the Curve - Tiasicom
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(Gayest & Greatest |

confinued from page 48

Vated One

of the BEST
Gary W (ﬁ1 3 \"(‘I::;::::JHH
Best Volunteer, Male L ~id
COOP

and have unwavering
ethies, good karma

October 1s one of the
busiest months for
Gary Wood. He and

continued from page 48

night

Favorite Radio Favorite Community will follow. Thirteen

words to describe his

Personality {Male) Organization his partner, Bryant
Jimmie Carper KPFT 901 (tie)  AssistHers (tie) Johnsen, throw Hous- outlook: “My advice to
Blake Hayes, IM|X 96.5 (tie) assisthers.org ton's annual Coming everyone—get involved,

Bering Omega (tie)
beringomega.org

! cy, Lesbian

tive

5. Bryan Hiavinka,

Out Day Party, rais- make a difference, and
ing money for various

charities. When it

APELI

leave a legacy.” The

3 i same applies to today’s
Favorite Radio tealth | ; PI g

Personality (Female)

comes to supersti- youth. He says it's not

.m

Sarah ?Epper HOT 95.7 Favorite Benefil tions, Gary says that too early to start the
Finalist Marerio, E!-'E‘Fll_ﬂf the Year he doesn't believe in good karma. “Put down
Julie T Bunnies oR “'E Ba"l’n“ them as much as he's the electronic device y N i
bunniesonthebayos o L ey Say Goodbye in the
ity (Male)  Finalist r.|_h_|I\1|,=,. not willing to pu and po outsice. SLE , i i 8
Ere:;hrgzrlfl:;:ﬂ;:[{tl‘ie[]m vy Ms. Mint lulep, fate to chance.” He says that if working now on what you want to comfort of Home...
Fhan sk 8 Victory Fund Brunch you do random acts of kindness get out of life tomorrow.” * In-home consultation

* Hospice Care

* Futhanasia

* Clay Paw Memorial Keepsake
* Grief Support

Favorile National
LGBT Organization
Victory Fund

E!me Manuuse {he}
_hannel 8, Houston PBS Dr. Christie Cornelins
1302 Waugh Dr.
Houston, TX. 77019
Ph: 713.452.0474
Fx: 281.605.5241

Find us on facebook

landscaping + design, inc.»
7113.957.0449 www.ajslandscaping.com
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS -+ CONTRACTORS

Daytime After-Hours &
Holiday Appointments Available

dreommelius @petsiastwishes.com

BELGIUM PRIME MINISTER
Elio Di Rupo
b. July 18, 1951

Best TV
Personality (Female)
Dommlque Sachsa

Channel n kP

lickZho

Favorite Place to Worship
Resurrectmn mcc

the first openly gay man to lead a nation.

Favorite Blogger (Female)
Cristan Williams

'
iran

chaston com
houston.cor

Favorite Blogger (Male)
loey Guerra
Houston Chronicle and
29-95.c0m
A Mistretta,
Michael Pearce

Favorite Tweeter
loey Guerra
Houston Chromicle

chron.com

_Community

Favorite Social Organization
Bunnies on the Bayou
unniesonthebayou.org
1515, H"-"iH
[ .’\"I‘ﬁE‘F‘.
[]r,||lr ose Softhall League

Favorite Philanthropic

Organization

Bunnies on the Bayou (tie)
bunmiesanthebayou.org

Kindred Spirits (tie)
kindredspiritshouston.org

Finalists: Diang Foundation,
OutReach United

Most Supportive
Business of the

LGBT Community (Local)
Aquafest (tie)

4801 Woodway, Ste. 400W
BO0/5S92-09058

stcruses.com
S!lver Eagle Distributors
(tie)

TTT7 \W;

wideworldofbud.com

Finahsts: Charles Armstrong
Investments, Deeter Mazda,
FBar

Most Supportive
Business of the LGBT
Community (National)
Anheuser-Busch/Bud Light
anheuser-b mhc )
Finalrsts '
Wells Farg

Best Local LGBT Website
QOutSma rtMaga: ine.com
Finalist: mygayhouston.com
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Elio Di Rupo is the prime minister of Belgium and head of the Socialist Party. He is

One of seven children born to Italian Catholic immigrants, Di Rupo was
raised in a small town in Belgium’s French-speaking Wallonia region. His father died
when Di Rupo was one year old. Because his illiterate mother was unable to raise
seven children, Di Rupo and two of his siblings were raised in an orphanage.

Di Rupo earned a master's degree and a doctorate in chemistry from the
University of Mons-Hainaut. As a student, he became active in the Socialist Party.

In 1982, his political career began when he became a municipal councillor in Mons,
where he |ater served as mayor.

Di Rupo has served as a member of Parliament, a member of the European
Parliament, and as Belgium's deputy prime minister.

In 1996, Di Rupo's personal life came under fire when he was falsely accused of
having sex with underage males. During the media frenzy, he recalls being pursued by
T journalists, one of whom blurted out,
i ' ' “Yet, they say you're a homosexual!”
Di Rupo replied, “Yes. So what?” His
political future was not hindered.
Three years later, he was named
president of the Socialist Party.

In 2011, Belgian journalist Francis
Van De Woestyne documented Di
Rupo's rise from rags to riches in
a biography titled Elio Di Rupo.

Une Vie, Une Vision (One Lifg,
One Vision). In 2012, Di Rupo was
appointed prime minister by King
Albert 11,

Prime Minister Di Rupo is
credited with saving his nation from
an economic crisis. [n 2003, with Di
Rupo's support, Belgium became the
second nation to legalize same-sex
marriage. —

A
- g,
L=

€ © O nikonkosgreek

1520 Mowtrowe
-52¢-0YFD L)

MARKET SQUARE
301 Milam & C
W3-224-G1FD ldmg)

"CarrollClinic

1 1
carrollclinic.com

Personalized Comprehensive
Health Care

fl:\]l(‘ltt‘ﬂainn ¢ Diabetes » [.|1t|fu,'hlur|1[
HIV / STD Testing & Treatment
¢ Knowledge of the Latest Treatments

* Access to Research Protocols

Accepting New Patients

» In-Office Lab Services A&

* Most Insurance Plans Accepred

One of the Best Physicians
7(” 2dr 2013

Board t_.__-miu_-.r Internal Medicine, IIH .‘\|:-L-+_|;L|i-\["'

(713) 520-6360

41!]1 (nrecnbrmr, Suite 2{]8 Houstnn
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continued from page 50

Best Bank,/Credit Union

Bank of America (tie)
bankofamerca.com

Ehase ihe}

Wells Fargn (tie)

vellsfargo.com

Best Copy,/Print Shop
Copy.com

1201-F Westheimer

Best Financial
Advisor (Male)
Rick Dickson

Best Financial
Advisor Il-em.alo'

Grace Yung C
n Fir

Best Mortgage Company
leus Murtgage

Best Title Company
Chicago Title, Innerloop
3700 Bulfalo Spdwy

hicagr ||:'_--.r=|!|-|'|-|-|-| AT

Best Homebuilder
Loyd Russel Hnmes

Best Furniture Store
High Fashion Home (tie)

21U Iravis Street

Roams to Go

Best Furniture Store
on a Budget
IKEA

Best Landscaping
Company
Al's Landscaping

Best Garden &
Nursery Supply
Buchanan's Native Plants
(tie)

buchananspiants.
loshua's Native Plants &
Garden Antiques (tie)

Best Energy Provider
CenterPaint

I3

Best Pool Company
Tranquility Pools
1935 Richmond Ave

scustompools.com

#llechions

Best Plumber
Village Plumbing
EANT K l E

3m
umbing

Best Grocery Store
HEB

.\'1:,,i'|g_':f ocalions
L.COm

Fnalsts: Kroger Whole Foods

Best Specialty Food Store
Whole Foods

M Ih[-IL ocations
o Ler Ir1---,1|'I-.
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continued from page 50

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
Best EVE Doctor

Dr. Zuckerbrod knows the trials that
come with 13, although with a birthday
on October 13,

patients from the evif eye. It's

easy to see that Stewart has

the gift of the
he's always good eye—ar,
considered it a in Jewish cul-
lucky number ture, ane who
His daugh- enjoys seeing
ters, Samara others prosper.
and Frances, If the gema-
turned 13 in tria for “chai”

August, which (the Hebrew

word for “life”)
is 18, then
we'll add five
to wish the Zuckerbrods “Kina

means daddy 18
planning two
bat mitvahs.
We think his good fortune may be

hecauze he has rescued so many of his Hora" for added measure.

loft

OHsToRY | ——————
\1IP\" 1

o T b (1

DESIGNER Jason Wu
b. September 27, 1982

lady, Michelle Obama, wore one of his gowns to the inaugural ball in 2009. The First

Lady chose a Wu design again for the inaugural ball in 2013

Wu was born in Taipei, Taiwan. His parents, who own an import-export business,
recognized his creative talent at age five. His mother would drive him to bridal stores so
he could sketch the dresses. Wu learned to sew by producing doll clothes

When Wu was nine years old, the family moved to Vancouver, British Columbia
He attended Loomis Chaffee, a prestigious Connecticut prep school, At sixteen, he was
designing dall clothes for Integrity Toys. A year later, Wu was named the company's
creative director. Wu attended the Parsons School of Design in New York. In 2004, he
dropped out six months before graduation to intern for designer Narciso Rodriquez

In 2006, at age twenty-four, Wu launched his own label and presented his first
ready-to-wear collection. His clients include Ivana Trump, actresses lanuary Jones and
Kerry Washington, and RuPaul, for whom he designed six RuPaul dolls. In 2008, Wu was
recognized with the Fashion Group’s International Rising Star Award.

lkram Goldman, of the Chicago boutique lkram, introduced Wu's designs to Michelle
Obama. Wu created a sparkling white chiffon inaugural gown for her and submitted
it to [kram. Wu didn't know until he
saw the First Lady on television that
she had chosen his design. Wu, who
was twenty-six, became the youngest
designer to outfit a first lady for the
inauguration. "I was over the moon,”
he said. “I didn't think it was my turn
yel."

Wu's inaugural ball gowns for
Mrs. Obama are on display at the
Smithsonian Institution.

Jason Wu lives in New York
City with his business partner and
boyfriend, Gustavo Rangel. Wu has

grown his label into an internationally
acclaimed fashion brand. —

J ason Wu is a fashion designer who became an overnight sensation when the first

Pamela Efferson

PAMELA EFFERSON
PROPERTIES

kw metropolitan

KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY

(Your Inner Loop SpecialisD

When | list your home for sale | provide Full Service
& pul more money in your pocket with:

{VESTRBREAT

- No upfront cost or fees to you.

. Free upgraded marketing strategy

Thank You for
Voting Me as One of
Houston's Best Real

Estate Agents!

. Free advertisement & intermnet
marketing until your home sells.

. You choose the listing terms and if you're
not happy with my service you can cancel
the contract,

Rivas Italian Restaurant
M7 Missouri St.
(1 Block West of Montrose)
(713)529-3450

Voted BEST Italian Restaurant in Houston
-2013 OutSmart Reader's Choice Awards

RESTARRANT

o, wakery & wlé

N ﬂ\\;\i’

2
SRS o unen ¢

smart Readers' for noming us
B i°;mﬁn

for 16 years-in-a-row! We tove youl
1997 thra 2013 Qutsmort Reoders Chas

KlRBY) 3600 Kirby D, Ste.D

LOCATION f Ph. 713.522.9999

* Order th ihe toa?ma,\—"-/
.

Immigration Rights

for LGBT Couples.
Find out if the DOMA victory can help you:

Voted Best Aitorney

2007-201 3 -OutSmart Resders’ S rvey

CALL US!

* Adoption
= Immigration
= Employment Law
* HIV Discrimination
* Criminal Law
* Real Estate, HOA,
and Relationship Issues
» Estate Planning Documents

“A firm dedicated to obtaining MORE than just ‘Skim Milk Marriage’ for ALL Texans”

KATINE & NECHMAN L.L.P
1111 NORTH LOOP WEST, SUITE 180
HOUSTON, T 008

Infog@lawkn.com

QutSmart QCTOBER 2013 53




contir;

Best Liquor Store
Spec’s Liquor Stores
2410 St

.

Best Domestic
Auto Dealership
Stewart (adlilat

Best Import
Auto Dealership
Advantage BMW (tie)

Momentum Dealerships
(tie)
Multiple

Best Place to Buy
Cellular Phones
Apple Store (tie)

Multiple locations

Appie.com
Premier Paging(tie)

120 Murphy Rd., Ste. F
o TX

Best Place to Buy
Women's Clothes

Best Place to Buy
Men’s Clothes
Macy's
1727 Sage
713/968-1985

Best Jewelry Store
LW, Marks

wed from page 5.

Best Place to Buy
Pel Supplies
Arne's Warehouse

7830 Hicks » 713/869-832]

drmeswarenouse.com

Best Antigue Store
Thompson's Antique
Center nl Tem

Best Place to Buy Eyewear
Eye Gatlerv ule]

1806 Westheimer

Spectacles (tie)

vie Elegance

Best Place to Buy
Erotic Playthings
Holl\rwund Super Center

Computers/Electronics
Apple Store

1ocations

Best Catering Firm
Jim Benton of Houston,
lLC

Best Florist
Glenwood Weber
805 Hyde Park Blvd

Best Tattoo Parlor
Electric Chair Tattoo
& Body Piercing

B3 _' i.u. nond Ave

ACTIVIST José Sarria

b. December 12, 1923
d. August 19, 2013

in the world to run for public office.

lghtu R

MONTH

e

J osé Sarria was a drag performer, singer, and activist. He was the first openly gay man

Sarria, who was of Latin-American descent, was born in San Francisco. He was

raised by his mother and grandmother, wha allowed him to dress in wamen’s clothes

During World War I, Sarria enlisted in the army. His fellow soldiers discriminated
against him because he was gay. Sarria became riends with some by giving them tours of

San Francisco.

Sarria began performing at The Black Cat, a San Francisco gay club. His shows, which
included warning guests of police extortion and raids on gay bars, were a hit. Although
the messages were often serious, Sarria presented them humorously and with a gay
twist. He became famous for his closing song, "God Save Us Nelly Queens.”

In 1961, Sarria became the first openly gay candidate for the San Francisco Board of

Milk.

of the Ball

his honaor.

Supervisors, He lost, but received 5,600
votes, demonstrating that a gay voting
bloc could wield political power. The
possibility of empowerment laid the
groundwork for the election of Harvey

In the 1960s, San Francisco gay bars
were being shut down. The Tavern Guild
of San Francisco organized a drag ball
to protest. Sarria was crowned Queen

Sarria cofounded the Imperial Court
System, an international organization
thal raises money for people living with
HIV/AIDS and other causes. In 2006, a
street in San Francisco was named in

KINDRED
pirit
e
e o
N

lempa, Melange Catering

Best Cosmetic Skin
Care Cenler
Sltlrl Renalssance(lle}

The Skin Renewal Center (tie)

M. Alabama

Best Tanning Salon
Eclipse
415 Westheimer Rd

'-IJ"'S stanning.com

Best Gym/Place

to Work Out

Anytime Fitness (tne}
1102 Yalg 713/869-3222
ANy -

Huustnn Gym (tie)
1501 Durham = 713/880-91%)
Noustio I).f"ll'!|| com

Fir Haouston, FIT,

Quality Life Fitness

Best Auto Mechanic
Tech Auto

Best Copy/Print Shop
Copy.com

Best Local Hotel
Hotel ZaZa
5701 Main St.= 713/
a.comy
s: Granduca Hotel
otel Derek

Best Airline

Southwest Airlines
|] uthwest com

ist; United Airlines

Best Local Travel Agency
Concierge Travel
qt‘!“r‘-M'rncn = F13/661-2117

Best Travel Website
Orbitz.com

Finaiist: kayak.com
Best LGBT Cruise
or Tour Company
Hqualesl (tie)

5 _'II.|I°»—‘ Com
tunuerge Travel (tie)

1330 Mimosa

A a61-2117
conclergetravel.ce
Finglst: Gaynbbean Cruise

Best New Restaurant
Eleven X1 {tle}

Seasuns 5] (tie)
441 '-'uus heimer Rd

Seasinssd.com
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Saturday,

Kindred Spirits Foundation

thanks OutSmart and the LGRT

commmunity for their support of our
oranization and our events. We are [wud to be

voted among the Gayest and Greatest of 2013!

JOINUS AT THESE

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, December 1, 2013

Holiday Cabaret Sing-A-Long

Saturday, April 5, 2014

KS Golf Tournament
Sunday, July 13, 2014
Dance Kick-Off

August 23, 2014
Celebration Dance

Sunday, December 7, 2014
Holiday Cabaret Sing

A-Long

For more information, please visit us at
www. kindredspiritshouston.org

OR

LIKE "Kindred Spirits Foundation™ on Facebook

a Bl 1(c)(3) non-profit organization

“Houston's Best Seafood”

“Stellar oysters and gumbo!”

- Citysearch

- Robb Waish, Houston Press

“awesome shrimp and oyster gumbo...

some of the best we've tasted"

“riveting Remoulade... an

- Gourmet

oyster sandwich

I look forward to eating for years'

- Alison Cook. Houston Chronicie L m
.

Thank You
OutSmart Readers!

pst Snaf[md :

‘E WIHHEH -{

-_‘-,-.L.‘

GULF COAST SEAFOOD KITCHEN
4611 Montrose between Richmond & Bissonnet | 713-807-8880

DANTONSSEAFOOD.COM

oted One of the !esi Realtors
in Houston 2 years in a row

— QutSmart Baoders’ Chaien 2012.2013

713.561.6653

DIRECT

andyw@johndaugherty.com

OHNDAUGHERTY. COM]QHN..

520 Post Ock Blvd., Houston, TX 77027 713, 626.3930
[RGB S Guussienos SEE R

MAYEAIR

O )

In the Heights

Quality Eye Care * Contact Lenses * Fabulous Framesg

Thank You
OutSmart
Readers!

" Voted Best Eﬂ Doctor
OutSmart Readers Choice
2007-2012
Finalist, 2013

Lisa T. Woo, 0.D.
Kathy Hoang, 0.D.

432 West 18th St
Mon., Tue:, Thur,
Fri. 9a - Bp
Sat. Sa-2p
Wed. & Sun. closed

713/864-8822

VisionSource-HoustonHeights.com
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Best Restaurant for
People Watching
Barnaby's

Best 24-Hour Restaurant
Katz's Deli & Bar

Best Restaurant
for Elegant Dining
Mark’s American Cuisine

Best Restaurant
for Cheap Eats
Jenni's Noodle House

Best Food Truck
Bernie's Burger Bus (tie)

ﬁla's{lie] G

Best Restaurant for

Outdoor Dining

Baba Yega
2607 Grant 5t

Best Breakfast
Baby Barnaby's

Best Brunch
Chelsea Grill
ontrose

Best Deli
Katz's Deli & Bar

Best Lunch
Barnaby's

Best Dessert
The Acadian Bakers (tie)

1484
adianbake
Desserl Gallery (tie)
3600-0 Kirl
1-00g909
'-'.- ey .Com
fFinalists: Chocolate Bat

Best Barbecue
Goode Co. Barbeque
5109 Kirbyy Dr

Best British
Black Labrador Fuh
1II Montrose Bl

Best Cajun
BB’s Cajun Café

Kam's

Gayest & Greatest

-ontnued from page 54

Tara & Kara Dion
Best Drag Performers - Galveston

Tara Dion is the

show director at drd
Coast Downtown in
Galveston and hosts
Fab Friday and the
Super Saturday Shows
Members of the audi-

ence laugh a little when

she's introduced as
“the one and only Tara
Dion.” Everyone knows
she is one half of the
notorious Texas Twins
the Dion sisters. Kara
often performs there
too, and 1n Houston at
Guava Lamp and FBar
Imagine all the tricks
a pair of identical drag
queens can pull. And
the treats. (All puns
intended.) —

Best Cuban
El Rey

Best French
Charivari Restaurant
1521 Bagby

Best Greek
Nllr.n Niko's
Montrose Blvd

Best Hamburger
Lanhfard Grocery

cery.com
aby's, BRC

rill, Rudyard's

Best indian

Bombay Brasserle
2414 University Blv

Best Italian
Riva's

Uchi

Best Mexican

!Ius Cantmag‘EI Tlernpo

Best Mediterranean
Aladdin
912 Westheimer Rd

Best Pizza
Pizza L'Vino (tie)

PIzZANING.COmM

Sldr Plna tlle]

Best Seafood

Dant-:ln- s Sealond

Best Sushi
Dsaka (tie)

COM

osakasushi

Blue Fish House (tie)

2241 Richmond Ave.

WEEKDA ¥YS 5-9AM

Even DECADES Off
Ask us about D

SKIN Renaissance

El SER CENTERR

713.942.SKIN (7546) 517 West Gray St. 77019

Take Years,

Octavio
Barrios, MD

Medical Director

Christopher
Wright

Manager,
Lasar Tach.

[augen

hudeifogoiLs ueiy

Dr. Barrios is an
American Academy of Aesthetic Medicine Member &
American Society for Laser Medicine and Surgery Fellow

See before and after

FAVORITE RADIO PERSONALITY 2013

SARAH PEPPER

ictures

ERNIE MANOUSE
BEST TV GUY

) YEARS

IN A RDODW

InnerVIEWS

with Ern:l.e Manouse

FRIDAYS AT 8PM

HouslonPBS
houatonpba .oxrg/innerviews

[CTE-1

Your Appearance Overnight!
ermal F:Hers

Thank You
Suivimarl Readers

You Again Veted Us
Best Cosmetic Skin Care Center

8 YEARS IN A ROW !

Dr. Barrlos added volume to patient's
cheeks & chin fo reverse signs of aging.

Wrinkles» Rosacea » Facial Sagging | '
Brown Spots « Face & Leg Veins
Hair Removal *Acnse (active & scars)

Botox* « Restylane® » Sculptra®
Radiesse® »Belotero®

OBAGI* Skin Care

at www.sKkinrenaissance.net

OutSmart OCTOBER 2013

"Thank you,OutvSmart readers!"
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Favorite Brand of Liquor ers. Owner Sandra Jean Bubbert is ; : ; 7pm-9:30pm
| Best Vegetarian Ketel One known around these parts as Baker governor’s mansion in Austin, so she ;
| Radl(al Eats (tie) ketelone.com T I surprise can probably make a haunted one, (‘()r’}} LOQ‘Z}I [) 1) g . --.,--C-a.m:r!?ﬁ ”Duwez &
S ars, s as : I \ 4 i Iriginal Café Montrase Owner
! v I‘I_""'- i when Gothie novelist Anne Rice too. Bubbert is a little superstitions, - < J '. g ! I
i radicaleate .l--.-'l- Favorite Brand came to town several years ago for knocking on wood for good luck. But Ge ””"“r & Cosmeti f}t'.‘riﬂ.'-'f?‘l]' Ei?ﬂfﬂ:ﬁr‘:.'i;ff‘-:?:ﬂ-’:m::-i:‘mh'N i
| of Energy Drink a book signing and the bookstore luek doesn’t factor into baking—it's 713'942. 3598 Belgian beers on tap! |
Red Bl ot kit o 2rko b ok all about very precise measure- e G e S FREE PARKING IN BACK * LESS THAN 10 MINUTES FROM: |
| 3 . 1 35 a has that de 0 > ; % 55 e
| wedding cake. She had so much ments. Sandra has that down to a 530 Waugh Dr. | Houston TX 77019 Montrose I Midtown I Musel.lm District ] H|st0nn Helghts [

Best Steakhouse
l_aurenm 1 :Ile}
44121 it
I.a (asa del Caballo{nej

Ave

|I|||.|5. renzos. net

0.Lom

Best Thai
Nidda

1996 W

~ 2013

continued from page 56

Best Margarita
FBar

Best Martini
FBar

s Guava Lamp, Venus

Favorite Brand of Beer
Bud Light
I +ht coim

nalsts: Shiner, Stella Artole

Gayest & Greatest|

continued from page 56

IKEA

Best Furniture Store

Chant with us: “Malm, Brimnes,
jrusali, Mandal, Fjell.” What are
we conjuring? A bedroom suite from
IKEA. “Hemnes, Expedit, Besta!” is
the spell to organize your cookbook
library. Just outside of Smaland,
you can smell the Swedish meat-
balls and cinnamon rolls, Just a
friend and a set of allen wrenches
are all you need to assemble your
Scandinavian furniture. For those

The Acadian Bakers

Sandra Jean Bubbert

Best Dessert (tie with Dessert Gallery)
The ghosts of specialty cakes past
haunt the walls of the Acadian Bak-

fun with it that she attended Rice's

who can't wait to get their IKEA
catalog each year, you'll be excited
to find put that in 2014, IKEA is re-
introducing the piece that started it
all—the “Livet” leaf table from the
1950s. If you want one, the ineanta-
tion 1s easy to remember. Although
now it's spelled “Livbacken,” who
can forget the phrase Love Baeon?
It's perfect for a witch's brew served
in a Blanda.

book signing dressed as a priest,
convineing the author for a minute
that she actually was one. She's
created a cake to look like the old

wickedly delicious science. —

QUALITY DENTISTRY

ONE PATIENT AT A TIME!

Oxe o e Best DeNtisTs
OutSmart Readers’ Choice
Awards 2006 —2013

Yoren as one oF Hovston’s

TOP DENTISTS

| k 2004 - 2013

abe
<& invi

Houston’s Only
Authentic

BELGIAN
RESTAURANT

STRGRE Thank You
v OutSmart
JiTR] Readers for
voling us the
WMER  Fons et
BostBelgian Bistry ~ Restaurant

Lunch: Mon-Sat | 11am-2pm
Dinner: Mon-Sat | 5:30pm-10pm
SUNDAY BRUNCH: 11am-3pm

FRENCH CABARET

featuning Jerry Atwood & Deborah Boily
First Tuesdays of Every Month

1718 Houston Ave. at Crackett » 713.222.6996 » CaleBrusselsHouston.com

‘ | E'e;uf;itnamese Best Drag Show Bar Best Place to See Best Bartender (Female) OUTSMART'S &
‘ ) g FBar Male Dancers Amanda Plocheck 2013 HH,‘,“ST
i Favorite Gay Bar E'I'I-.'Il' jam = 713/522-3227 M.‘.!.t.em F,:- F l,I ::, rawl
i _e-man 5 Crocker Bar (tie) ;1 = REM!EFS
! it b 00 Best DI (Male) CHBICE SURVEY |
| Best Wings Ly Best Straight Bar ::1 Enddie (Et‘{t;e} & [ |
Emie & ﬂm,ral Oak oe Ross (tie |
[ Hu”él.u w.ldngs JFEs ltlfi)_ : ; Best Place to Show Finalists: Chiis Allér. DJ Leve I
| : ) Off Your Leather |
! : Ty Best DJ (Female) |
!- =Og Dl Alhenl
Favorite Sports Bar J
| George Country Sports Besi Phare for e . |
' Two-Step Dancing ost Divine Drag Queen [
ll E;?bﬁ::e fohe Neon Boots Best Club if You're Under 21 Charo Beans DaBarge
I i Lo 11410 Hempstead Hwy South Beach Fi 1s: Kara Dion, Kofi
i i fnas 715/677-0828 - 810 Pacific = 713/529-76 Violet S'Arbleu
|| ; nboatsclub.com I" |I'|1' [ ]
|| el Wisien s Bar ts: Ranch Hill Saloon Fin u City Bar and Best Local Non-Drag
il ‘.l'eltl_ms_ o Rebels Honky Tonk Grill, Bl Entertainer (Male) __“Otfer held aver .
Favorite Wine Bar E l""_lrulllu.':lS{ Marty Adamson until Gotober 31, 2013,
/1-3185 Bost Place to Shoot Poal Best Club After 2 a.m. Finafists: lerry Atwood, Tour club for detalls..

Boheme

713/529-1099

Jushouston.com

ch Hill Saloon,

Best Club for Dancing

George Country Sports Bar South Beach

arh D ok
'Lﬂ'._l "_:'lllx

thenightt
Finafists 3|[[-qu Viviana's

Blake Hayes
lub.com Best Local Non-Drag
Entertainer (Female)

Morena Roas

“Thank: You for,voting us
Best Gym in 2013>

South Heath

USTON GYM

Best Happy Hour Best Bartender (Male) Finafist: Nina Lombardo | INSURANCE FOR THE 00@'
| Chris Robinson (tie) [ COVERAGE
I c!f';'_fﬁ'ﬁ? S Trieinsies Marc Ruiz (tie) Best Local Band | 1501 Durham FADULOUS BOTTOM

et e A i sts; David Cunningham Kerri K & the Stonewall Riot RATES!
m.crockerbarcom T o Fes Eloibf the K3

F.l.l.'un'-'g.g’-.r‘;ﬁ||ll Guava Mike Rubia Finalrsts; Flulf the Kat, 7‘3'880.9191

adget White Band |

Lamp, IR's www.houstongym.com

£ WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/INSAFAB T 469.386.7758

* O average, reswlls may vary FIT 5 2 divimion af DP insuroncs Agmcy
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Galveston

Peopl

Community Hero (Male)
Rodney Seiler

Finalists: Dav

Brnsnare
Vil Boveer

Wers

Community Hero (Female)
Jill Costa

Fralist: Misty Valde

Most Prominent
LGBT Male Activist
lames Stork

Most Prominent
LGBT Female Activist
Jennifer Meyers

FIMTSE NISTY vaidez

Most Valuable
Male Volunteer
Robert Evans

Most Valuable
Female Volunteer
Pam Froeschner

Finalst: Misty Valdez

Leading Male Fundraiser
Rodney Seiler

Finalisi James Stork

Leading Female Fundraiser
Misty Valdez

Favorite Local
Politician (Male)
Mayor loe Jaworski

Favorite Local
Politician (Female)
Betty Massey

Finalist: Elizabeth Beeton

Best LGBT
Businessperson
Rodney Seiler

Best Attorney (Male)
Eric Kirkpatrick

V] Tramonte

continved fr

v page 58

Besl Attorney (Female)
Debbie Hunt & Connie
Moore

3608 Audubon, Houston, TX

Best Eye Doctor

Kevin Katz, 0D, M5
Texas Sta
113 24

Ophica
8 i 4

Best Physician (Male)
Jim Hunderup, MC

Besl Physician (Female)
Angela Shepherd, M

Stewart R

Best Dentist (Male)
David Colombo, D05,
4410 Seaw

Best Dentist (Female)
Barbara A. Pickering, UD5

Best Chiropractor
Chad Duchon, DI

Best Massage Therapist
Larry Campbell

Best Veterinarian
Jackie Cole, DV
Campeche Cove Amimal

campechecoy

com

Best Interior Design
Seamus Kraham
H

Finafist: Trent Brown

continued from page 58 o z

SINGER Ma Rainey
b. April 26, 1886
d. December 22, 1939

a Rainey, called the "Mother of the Blues,” was one of the earliest known
anerman blues singers and recording artists. She is recognized as one of the
first great female blues vocalists.

Born Gertrude Pridgett in Columbus, Georgia, she was one of five children in a
family of performers. From age fourteen, she sang and danced with traveling minstrel
shows. At eighteen, she married singer Will “Pa” Rainey, and took the stage name Ma
Rainey. Billed as the Assassinators of the Blues, the couple toured the Southern minstrel
circuit. In 1916, Rainey separated from her husband and began touring the nation with
her own band.

In 1923, Paramount Records signed Rainey. Over the next five years, she recorded
more than one hundred songs with some of the great musicians of her era, including
Louis Armstrong and Thomas Dorsey, the "father of black gospel music,”

In 1928, Paramount considered Rainey’s classic style of blues no longer fashionable
and terminated her contract. Before that, she recarded one of her last songs for the
label, “Prove It On Me Blues,” which was cited as a
watershed for its lyrics about lesbian desire. In the
mid-1930s, she returned to her hometown, where
she was the proprietor of two theaters

Her song "See See Rider Blues” was included
by the National Recording Preservation Board
in the Library of Congress National Recording
Registry, and was inducted into the Grammy Hal
of Fame

In 1983, Rainey was inducted into the Blues
Foundation's Hall of Fame. Seven years later, she
was mducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

In 2007, the Gertrude "Ma" Rainey House and
Blues Museum in Columbus, Georgia, opened to
the public. —

e glithuizisHes con

Best Hairdresser
Jim Windmiller

Best Insurance
Agent (Male)

Alex Monteith Windmiller's Hair Salon
Sl Aoan 15 26th 5t
09, It Favorite Social Organization
windm O Krewe of Bacchus
Finalists: Roy Fronsee, Lot Guriey kreweafbacchustexas.com

nimalnospial.

thehouset

1 ¥ NYL.COM
V] Tramont

e {t.ie)r

Favorite Community

Favorite C nmmun:il}r

Photographer (Female) Organization
Susan Henry Galveston Historical
Foundation

usanhenrypholograpy.com

Favorite Community
Photographer (Male)

tonhistory.cor
AIDS Coalition

Favorite Benefit Event

Billy Hill
&00/771-8211 of the Year
F e o ACCT Annual Brunch
d 2 g Finalists: 3rd Coast Turn-About,
PAWS Cala

Best Real Estate Agent

Best TV Personality
Frank Billingsley

Maost Supportive of the

a KPRC, Channel 2 g :
&Faerrt:i:ljowers ck ki ..3..[]--|.];-. Sty LGBT Community (Local)
SEE SN b bl TR 3rd Coast Downtow

or Pass
tramonterealty.com
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Voted One of the Best Attorneys

OutSmart Readers' Choice 2013

0
“BEST DELI”

£0R THE SECOND
STRAIGHT” YERR

* Oh, come on, you know what we
mean. Katz's Deli would like to
thank the readers of QutSmart for
naming us “Best Deli” and "Best
24-Hour Restaurant” in the Gayest and
Greatest Readers Choice Awards.

Thanks to OutSmart Readers
for your Support!
Dwane Todd Law Firm

~ 30 Years qf-ﬁlt'r"i'i:d'e‘ —

801 Congress Street, Suite 350, Houston, Texas 77002

713-965-0658

616 WESTHEIMER 713-521-3838 ILOVEKATZS.COM

Gordon E. Crofoot MD
Donald Harvey, PA-C

Internal Medicine & HIV

Houston's leading
LGBT healthcare providers
VOTED “GAYEST & GREATEST™

PHYSICIAN BY OUTSMART
2009-2013

[

uitection MCC

Y Eftyorite Place to Worship!
. » g

i ot

; JE Pl .
I‘\L‘_%_Ll reéction 2025 W. 11(h St @ T.C. Jester, Houston 77008 + 713-861-0149

3701 KIRBY DR | 713.526.0005 !' CROFOOTMD.COM
'-\WJ.RES'.III’E!E[IDI'LIMC-C org

OCTOBER 2013

&

\\ dwane@dwanetoddlawfirm.com /‘

.

ible

fE
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Best Local LGBT Website
Gah.-estun com

Best Bank/Credit Union
Hnmefuwn Bank

Best Mortgage Company
David Pasthall

|\|= s 'y

Seclire

409/ 741+~
seCuremorigagecompany

com

Best Title Company
Stewart Title

222 Ke TIpner

Finaltsts

Southland Title

Best Furniture Store
Star Furniture

3727 Broadway

409/ 762-7821

5[.1|'1-_|'n|r|_||f
Fingiist: The Frog

galveston.com

al Home

Best Garden/
Nursery Supply
Tom's Thumb Nursery
& Landscaping

2014 45th 5t

409/ 7634713

tomsthurmbnursery.com

Best Art Gallery
Bucilanan Art Gallery

Best Grocery Store
Kroger
5730 Seawall Blvd.
409/ 741-8580

Best Specialty Food Store
Spec's
6815 Stewart Rd
409/740-3161
Specsar e com
Finailist: Qasis Market

Finalrst: Economy Liquor

Best Domestic
Auto Dealership
Classic Auto Group
Galveston

classicgalveston.com

Best Place to Buy
Women's Clothing
Ginger Snaps

501 E. Main 5t

Best Place to Buy
Men's Clothes

Cruz Cortez Clothiers
2277 Postothice

Ta

I ezclothiers.com
Best Jewelry Store
Fullen Jewelry

2215 Postoffice

fu ||| [1]EWe I\ DM

Best Place to Buy Eyewear
TSCI,['Keum Katz, OO, M5

Best Place to Buy Erotic

Playthings

Wlld Side ‘Ihmgs (tie)
t’-.

XTC Buutrque (tie)

09 |-45/multiple locations

405/986-6144

Best Catering Firm
Cathy ‘Iownsend

hn.:J’a,{ Catering by Benno

Best Day Spa
Hotel Galvez
2024 Seawall Blvd
409/765-7721
wyndhamhotelgalvez.com
Finalst: San Luts

continued from page 60

Giacomo's

Best Italian Restaurant

It's so refreshing to walk into an
Italian restaurant that isn't hung
up on visual cues instead of letting
the food speak for itself. Nestled in
Upper Kirby at 3215 Westheimer,
you won't find red and white check-
ered table cloths, sangria bottles on
the table with ivy and grapes falling
abundantly from baskets adorned
with swatches of red, white and green
fabric. Oh no. Not here, Bright and

Farley Girls Café

Best New Restaurant - Galveston

Ghost tales haunt Galveston, consid-
ered to be one of the most haunted
cities in the U.5. after New Orleans.
Frightful tours are offered throughout

the month of October. During a séance

at the Menard House, you feel a cool
breeze and hear someone whisper,

“Farley Girls Café.” The building on
the corner of 8th and Postoffice looks

as if it could have been haunted, If the

bold meet your palate. The food is
authentic. If you decide to order the
Spaghetti Alla Carbonara, twirl the
pasta on a spoon. Italians believe that
it's bad luck to eut your pasta. Italians
aren’'t as superstitious about 13 as
they are about the number 17. Rear-
ranging the Roman numerals XVII
spells VIXI, which means “1 have
lived” in Latin, or in other words, “my
life is over.”

p.‘trunurm:ll are present, it's not hard
to figure out why they stay. Order
the thirteenth item on the dinner
menu, the “Very Popular Shrimp &
Grrits.” It's grits made with gouda
and mushrooms with grilled shrimp
on top. Toast the fact that your
parking will be validated, so you can
head off to the Hotel Galvez for more

spl wky fun, —

Best Local B&B
The Mermaid & the
Dolphin Resort
1105 33rd St. = 800/
mermaidanddolphin.cor

Best Local Hotel
San Luis Resort
Seawall Blvd
f44-1500

: ore:an the
Beach "|"|l.| t. ilvez & Spa
The I.r_rl'm"r House

Best Local Travel Agency
Galveston.com
523 24th 51, =« 409/765-3502
galveston com

Galveston

Best New Restaurant
Farley Girls Cafeé (tie)

801 Postoffice « 409/497-4454
Zack’s Mac Shack (tie)

2219 Postolfice = 409/539-5618

Best Restaurant

for People Watching

The Spot
3204 Seawall Blvd
409/621-5237
thespotgalveston com

Best Restaurant

for Elegant Dining

The Steakhouse

at San Luis Resort (tie)
5222 Seawall Blud
409/744-1500
sanlwsresort.com

Shearn's Seafood

and Prime Steaks (tie)
Moody Gardens Hotel

Seven Hope Blvd

409/741-B484

moodygardenshotel com

Best Restaurant for Cheap Eats
Gordltas

Best Restaurant for

Outdoor Dining

The Sunflower Bakery & Cafe
512 14th St

409/ 763-5500
thesunflowerbakeryandcate.com

Best Breakfast
Mosquito Cafe
B28 14th 3
409/763-1010
mosquitocate com
Finaiists: Miller's Landing,
The Sunflower Bakery & Cafe

Best Brunch
Hotel Galvez & Spa
2024 Seawall Blvd

Best Lunch Spot

Mosquito Cafe
628 14th'St.
409,
mosquitocaie.com

Einalist: The Sunflower
Bakery & Cale

Best Dessert
The Steakhouse
at San Luis Resort

5227 Seawall

sanluisresort.com
Fimafrsts: Mosquito Cate,
The Sunflower Bakery & Cafe

Best Barbecue
Queen’s Bar-b-que
3428 Avenue 5
4049/ 762-3151
galveston.cam/queens

Best Steak

The Steakhouse

at San Luis Resort
5222 Seawall Bhvd
405 4-1500

saniuisresort.com

‘t'ou wnll Spend upwards of 45 years working to support your life-
style, provide for your family, and set aside money for retire-
ment. Doesn’t it make sense to make sure your money is working
as hard as you are? | offer thoughtful and unbiased investment
guidance designed to help you realize your financial objectives.

Call today for more information or to
schedule a consultation.

Wallstreet Texas

Richard Dickson, CFP®, MBA

Vice President

5120 Woodway # 9000

Houston, TX 77056

(281)953-2050 ~ (281)953-2055
rick.dickson@wallstreettexas.com
www.wallstreettexas.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC

MIDTOWN
3704 Main St. « 713.807.TACO

THE HEIGHTS
20912 White Oak = 713.864.TACO

GRACIAS OutSmart Readers!

FINALIST Best Breakfast 2008-2013 FINALIST Best Cheap Eats 2010-2013
L5 OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards L~ OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards

WINNEH Best Breakfast Taco 2006-201
i Houston Press Best of Houston®

Exams for glasses/contacts
Cataract Surgery

LASIK Surgery

Comprehensive Ophthalmology

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
Ophthalmology

Now Alfiliated wilh

HousTonNn EYE ASSOCIATES
5420 Dashwood, Suite 101, Houston, Tx 77081 | www.HoustonEye.com

NEW LOCATION | 8E19 W. Broadway, Suite 101, Pearland, TX 77584

713.668.9118 832.553.EYES (3937)

When'detaill
| matters'

62 OCTOBER 2013 OutSmart

LCSW,
LCDC

TONY AUGOI

Thanks OutSmart
readers for naming
me as one of the
“Best Mental Health
Therapist of 2013
It is an honor to
serve our community!

PSYCHOTHERAPY SERVICES

| have concentrated expertise in addressing the needs of the LGBT community,
utilizing shame-resiliency techniques to attend to concerns such as internalized
hamaphobia, coming-out and navigating LEBT relationships.

832-594-2928 voustonnime
TONYAUCOINLCSW@GMAIL.COM « WWW.TONYAUCOINLCSW.COM

OutSmart OCTOBER 2013 63




Best Cajun
Benno's on the Beach
1200 Seawall Blvd

I Best Chinese
Happy Buddha

3537 ETst St
|| LT 74

[ Best Greek
| Olympia Grill

| 4908 Seawall Blvd

olympiagnil. net

Best Hamburger
The Spot

Best Italian
D| Bella s I!allan Restaurant

t- Mano s on the Seawall

Best Japanese
Yamato IBPBI'IESE Restaurant
210 LI ) o

olst-Sky B

| Best Mexican
| The Original Mexican Café
( 1401 Market St
| h-Bl01

Finairsts: Gordit
Best Mediterranean
Mediterranean Chef
Finaist: O
Best Pizza

| Mario’s on the Seawall
| 628 Seawall Blud.

| / 1693

| nariosseawall.com

| Finahst: Jack's Pub on Postoffice
|

Best Seafood
Gaido's Seafood
900 Seawal| Bl

.'rrJ(JJ"s' Benna's on'the Beach

continued from page 62

Best Sushi
Sky Bar

Finalst: Yamato Japanese

Best Thai
Pho 20

Best Vegetarian
Mosquito Café

Best Vietnamese
Pho 20

Favorite Gay Bar
Ird Coast Downtuwn
2416

;! -:-I\' Dolphin,
2 Stars Beach Cli

Best Women's Bar
lrd Coast Downtown

Best Coffee House
MOD Cnffee & Tea House

Best Happy Hour
Ird Coast Downtown
2416 Postoffice 9/765-6911
Srdcoastdoy L.Com
Finalist: Stars Beach Club

Best Margarita
3rd Coast Downtown
2416 f*mu ffice « .n:;‘ 765-6911
Sracoa 1.C0Mm
-’.-."-c..ns Hﬁ.\ﬁ g, Slars

Best Martini
3rd Coast Downtown
2416 Postoffice = 409/765-6911
( OWn.Ccom
Sky Bar,

h Club

Best Straight Bar
Bucks Bar/BuckShot Saloon

2409 Market St

DA.Com, DUcks

Best Club for Dancing
}sd Euas! Downtuwn

Best Drag Show Bar
3rd Coast Downtown

Best Place for

Two-Step Dancing
3rd (oast Downtuwn

Ardcnac
Finghst: Stars
Best Place to Shoot Pool
3rd Coast Duwntnwn

2416

Sracoast

DWW, COm

Best Place to See

Male Dancers

The Pink Dolphin Tavern
1706 23rd 5t = 409/621-1808
thepinkdolphintavern.com

Finahst; Stars Beach Club

Best Bartender

lohn Timothy Branstetter
3rd Coast Downtown

Finalst: Josh Mills

Best DI
Dl Housernan (loe Flares)
Trd Coast Downtown

Most Divine Drag Queen

Tara Dion & Kara Dion
Ird Coast Downtown

Finalists; Lana B
kymbar Divine, CC

Best Local Band

The Line Up
Jeff Pennington
thelineupmusic.com M

405/765-691
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continued fram page 62
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{  Transgender :
Hero |

Gwen Araujo
b, February 24, 1985
d. October 3, 2002

wen Araujo was a transgender teen who
G was the victim of a brutal murder. Her

attack brought national attention to the
issue of violence against transgender people.

Born in the San Francisco Bay area,
Edward Araujo Ir. underwent hormone therapy
in high school and adopted the name Gwen
Amber Rose Araujo. She left school because of
incessant bullying and ridicule.

The night Araujo was murdered, she
attended a party at the home of Jose Merél.
According to police reports, there were four
young men involved in the attack=Michael
Magidson, Jose Merél, Jaron Nabors, and
lason Casarez. At trial, Nabors testified that
Araujo had consensual sex with a few of the
men before it was revealed that she was
biologically male. Araujo was beaten and
strangled to death, hog-tied, wrapped in a
blanket, and buried in the Sierra Nevada
foothills

In exchange for his testimony against
the other defendants, Nabors pleaded guilty
to voluntary manslaughter. The other three
men, charged with first-degree murder
and committing a hate crime, invoked the
transgender “panic defense,” claiming that
the victim provoked the attack by having
sex under false pretenses. By invoking this
defense, Magidson and Merél were convicted
of second-degree murder and acquitted of {
the hate crime. Casarez pleaded no contest to '
voluntary manslaughter.

Araujo’s murder helped bring awareness to
the incidence of violence against transgender
people and the “panic defense.” In 2006,
California enacted the Gwen Araujo Justice for {
Victims Act. The law allows a judge to instruct |
jurors not to consider their anti-LGBT biases
during deliberations. That same year, Lifetime
aired an original
movie, A Girl Like
Me: The Gwen Araufo
Story. The case was
the subject of a 2007
documentary, framed {
in the Ways of Men. g

Each November,
communities across
the nation hold a
Transgender Day of
Remembrance to memorialize the dozens of
transgender people like Gwen Araujo who are
murdered every year. |
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fest Eyn Doctor
Bast Placa to Buy Eyawsar

Kevin Katz OD MS
515 22* Street » Galveston, TX
409.763.6300

TExAS STATE OPTICAl www.tsogalveston.com

[LAACO SHTdOHAd HAAT'TO

Unigue Eyewear | Extraordinary Eyecare

ALWAVS- ESTRERER o
AGREAT TIME L/, ¢, &

AWARD WINNING SHOWS -

SAT NIGHT!

Thanks QutSmart Readers
for Voting us the Gayest &
Greatest of Galveston......

= Best Bar

« Best Place to>

Seg a Show ™
= Best Bartender
* Most Divine

Drag Queen
& many, many more!

24186 Postoffice St. Histaric Downtown (
www.3rdCoastDowntown.com = 409-765-6911
Monday - Saturday: Spm - 2am Sunday: Ipm - 2am

Own A Piece Of The Island.
Own Peace Of Mind..

Joe Tramonte SINCE 1968

FEALTY, INK

2901 BROADWAY
4/1.5/2 3,840 sf w/ Apt

$549,500

819 BALL
4/3 3,410 sf

$189,900

§ 21731 FRIO-SEA ISLE
3/2.5/2 2,567 sf
$515,000

713 BLUME (89TH) = !

4/2.5/2 1,660 sf | |
$379,500

|

11210 AMALFI-STELLA MARE
4/3.5 2,125 sf

$359,500

1121 MARKET

3/2.5/2 2,984 sf
$249,500

THANK YOU
READERS |

VJ TRAMONTE

Best Male Realtor

Finalist - Best LGBT
Businessperson

KAREN
FLOWERS

Best Female
Realtor

409.765.9837

TramonteRealty.com
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EMANCOLLEGE
LEMANCOLLEGE

FACEBOOK: HCCCO
INSTAGRAM: HCC
TWITTER: HCC_
#GOGETIT
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Achieving my dream isn’t going to be easy. | know Whethagit's your dream to become a nurse or a - e S Rt el by e R s _

| have to work long hours and maybe miss a family dentafh¥gienist, HCC Coleman College for Health l actus dn difference on politics and in | hy of Mal Marlk, whe a semi-retired
| ; : your argu-

dinner or two. But in the end, it'll all be worth it. Scienges will herp you achieve it. Start your future . ‘t until 1991 that Lewis re-entered the politi- ment for civil rights to a government

| know | have a bl’]ght future ahead of me in the today by VISItIﬂg pride.hcccolemancunnection.org. cal sphere. His work as marketing director for a treat- that oppr ) i have to take

healthcare industry.
able to do just that. Hill brought
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% True Self Transitions’
A Program for Personal Growth

Counseling for
# Individuals

£ Couples «* Families

Enod Gray, LCSW, CSAT
3100 Edloe, Suite 280 | Houston, Texas 77027

www.trueselftransitions.com i

enod@trueselftransitions.com Thanks;for votirigme_
One of theBest Therapist
713.781.7272 ne of the Best Therap

Outsmart Readgrs’ Chaice - 20087

+ Groups

LENWOOD WEBER DESIGN

805 Hyde Park Blvd. Houston, TX 77006

~ We Do More Than
Just Clean Garpets...

We're dedicated to improving | * Carpet Stretch, Patch & Repair
your quality of life by creating | « Tile & Grout Steam Clean

the optimal healthy habitat for | « (Jpholstery Cleaning

you and your entire family. * Carpet, Wood & Tile Install

» Safe for Your Pets & Family

Install = Stretch - Clean
Houston's Bast Cal Claaning
for over 20 Years!

Serving All Of Greater Houston |
\?uww.carpettouch.com 281 '%z'm
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deputy, came in and said, “I think I've
got something for you.” A few days later,
Lewis received a copy of the police report
by fax that detailed the arrest of John
Lawrence and Tyron GGarner. “As soon as
I saw it, | knew 1 had it,” Lewis says. 1
knew this was it, but I also knew I had to
keep them from pleading out.”

After convincing Lawrence and
Garner to trust him, Lewis called Lovell,
Hill, and Parker. They all agreed that the
men had a case and that Mitchell Katine
should be their lawyer. “The reason |
called them is that, from the very begin-
ning, I didn’t want this to be my case,”
Lewis says. “This was a communitly case,
Mitchell was well-liked in the community
and had spent years giving away his legal
services, He had paid his dues and he

deserved it." The case went on to the U.S
Supreme Court as Lawrence v. Texas, one
of the most prominent victories in gay-
rights history

“Think about 1t like this," Lewis
says. “If [ want equality for all gays and
lezbians, the ultimate prize, other than
changing the hearts and minds of the
naysayers, is equality in job opportu-
nity—your ability not to be fearful and to
be protected at your job for who you are.
But you can't go right there, can you? If
[ want to be protected in my job, then I
need to be protected in my personal life.
That means legalize marriage. But I can't
go straight there either. So where do [
start? I can't be protected in my job if it's
illegal for me to be gay—21,06. [ can't be
legally married or eomfortable in my re-
lationships, married or otherwise, if it is
illegal for me to be in those relationships
[because of Texas Penal Code] 21.06, So
21.06 wasn't about me personally. The
pn;:l w;pj:nh |-LJ||.:3111 ¥ and protection
under the law.”

Lewis credits Hill for advice he still
uses in his political career today. “We
were gitting at lunch one day, and Ray
told me that the antigay movement had
already lost; they just didn't know 1t yet.”
Lewis says. “We've already won—we just
need to start acting like it.”

After Lewis left a teaching job in
2009, he decided to take that mentality a
step further. He ran a solid campaign for
City Council in District A and lost by only
a small margin. Undeterred, he w
elected as Chair for Texas State Senate

A5 500N

District 15. There, he ran a phone-bank
program that turned out 63 percent
of targeted voters in 2010, "which was
unheard of,” he says. “I think there was
some hope that “if he can do that in Sen-
ate District 15, I wonder what he could do
for the whole county.™

When Gerry Birnberg, former Harris

County Democratic Party chair, an-
nounced he was stepping down in late
2011, Lewis got his oppartunity

Lewis hit the party with something
they'd never done before—a mail ballot
program. Posteards are mailed to county
residents age sixty-five or older, allowing
them to easily request a mail ballot. The
party then provides follow-up phone calls
to ensure these people have received their
hallot applications, ballots, and have got-
ten their questions answered.

The Republicans usually receive about
24 000 straight-ticket Republican votes
from their mail ballot program, which

they've been doing for years, Lewis says.

Democrats at the time were only receiving
about 3,000 straight-ticket Demoeratic
votes. “With those numbers, we've practi-
cally lost all the races already,” he savs.

“I think Texas is a blue state. I just
don’t think we're voting. If you look at an
electoral map, and you've got New York
that is blue, California that is blue, and if
vou |could make Texas| blue, you can pret-
ty much give up on the rest of the United
States and still win the White House. The
only reason we're fighting over all these
other states is because Texas is red.”

The initial vear of the Harris County
Democratic Party’s mail ballot program
more than quintupled the number of

Tony S. McClung, M. D.

Urology Specialist

1213 hermann drive, suite 520 | ph-;

w.mcclungclinic.com

straight-ticket Democratic votes, totaling
around 17,000,

Lewis explains that beginning on Janu-
ary 8, 2014, each voter that previously cast
their ballot by mail is going to get another
call from the party to offer them the chance
to vote by mail in the spring primary. “I'm
trying to create habit,” he says. “And, on
January 5, a new law goes into effect that
aays you no longer have to request a mail bal
lot every time there's an election. From now
on, if you request a mail ballot once, they
will automatically send you a ballot for all
the elections for the year. You don't have to
request another one for twelve months.”

The party has now partnered with
Senator John Whitmire and Senator Sylvia
Garcia to run a mail ballot program in their
districts for municipal nonpartisan elections.
“We're not telling them who to vote for, we're
just saying every election matters,” Lewis
says. “And if you're a Democrat, every elec-
tion matters to you, too.”

Anopther benefit to the program is that
vou don't have to show a pheto ID if you vote
by mail, Lewis says. He argues that the
Republican Party is attempting to suppress
voters within the county—a trend that is
occurring nationally following the Supreme
Court's decision last summer to strike down
key elements of the Voting Rights Act.

“Republicans don't have any ideas,” Lewis

says. “All they do is sit around complain-
ing about other people’s ideas. Their poli-
cies have failed. So the only way they can
hold en to power is to disenfranchise vot-
ers, What the Supreme Court said in their
decigion on the Voting Rights Act was not
that preclearance is illegal, just that the
system they use is out-of-date. [ am very
hopeful that our Congress will lead the
charge to fix [these new voter-suppression
laws| and not leave it the way that it is.”

Unlike the Republicans, Lewis says he
isn't interested in separating voters into
groups. He is the first chair of the party to
eliminate minority outreach coordinators,
in an effort to move away from identity
politics. Instead. he has field organizers
responsible for organizing every voter
in a district, regardless of their identity.
“Too many politicians think if they can
just speak Spanish, they'll get the Latino
vote,” Lewis says. “Latinos do not vote
their language, they vote their culture and
thev vote their need. And their need is not
for me to speak Spanish. Their need is for
health care and education.

“It's about looking where you want to go,
and backing it up,” Lewis continues, “21.06
wasn't about 21.06, it was about equal op-
portunity to work. Flipping Harris County
is not just about flipping Harris County, it's
about owning the White House” B

605 12TH * GALVESTON
Circa 1934 Craftsman-style cottage in East End
Historical District. 2/1 with all major appliances,
Off-street parking, landscaped and energy efficient
interior Magnetite window coverings...$144,500.

GALVESTON!

ONEOF THETOP 20 HOME PORTS IN THE WORLD

-

David Bowers, Rrartor

COMPANY
CEECTROETTNI

"The House Company
409/763-2800

David@David Bowers.com

_Housi

+ 20008-2010 President Galveston Historical Foundation
+ 2010 President of Galveston Association of Realtors
+ 2011 GAR Realtor of The Year

» 2003 Galveston Daily News Reader’s Choice Award

Thank you Galveston for voting me:
“'BEST REALTOR IN GALVESTON" -DutSmart Reoders' Choice Awards 2013

QutSmart OCTOBER 2012 69




Don’t let your hardwood go UNPROTECTED!

HOUSTON

2920 Kirby Dr

Houston, TX
713-426-5454
houston@ashlyrugs.com

www.ashlyfinerugs.com

DALLAS

1525 Slocum St
Dallas, TX
214-748-5180
dallas@ashlyrugs.com
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OutSmart’s Candidate Q&A

o e g (P
olitical rounaup

by Megan Smith

hether you're worried
about your child’s
higher education or
frustrated by that nas-
Ly ]I'llljll]i' down the street, the best
|||;u'|- Lo start 13 to exercise your ."i'.'.llt
to vote. However, deciding which
candidate will best represent you can
often be a difficult task. OutSmart’s
candidate Q&A is here to help make
that decision a little easier before you

||l"Ll:. to the ‘i'u||...- on _\:ll‘\'l'l'l'_lh'!' 8.

Jenirer RENE PooOL

Houston City Council At-Large Position 3

OutSmart: How has your background
shaped your politics and made you best
qualified for this position?

Jenifer Rene Pool: As a child of World War
[1 parents, [ was taught responsibility
and duty to our country and my
neighbors. These concepts have shaped
my life and belief in fairness. When |

see discrimination or unfairness, I have
taken action to redress the situation. My
history shows how I will take on [issues
that] appear to be impossible, to make

Houston better where it matters

If elected, what do you hope to accom-
plish in the next two years?

Bring a nondiscrimination ordinance to a
vote and make the city responsible for the

maintenance of sidewalks.

What do you feel is the biggest challenge
currently facing the city of Houston?
Pension insolvency and [the need to ex-

pand] economic growth within the city

8 Where the side-
walk cracks end:
Jenifer Rene Pool
plans to hold the

city responsible for
the maintenance of
sidewalks and bring
a nondiscrimination
ordinance to a vote.

You were recently endorsed by the Houston
GLBT Political Caucus. How will you effec-
tively represent the interests of Houston's
LGBT community?

[ have been an advo-

“My history shows how |
will take on [issues that]
appear to be impossible,
to make Houston better
where it matters.”

cate Tor ¢ -'|'.;:||11 v and
nondiscrimination
My actions and ac-
complishments have
shown how I will con
duet myself as a coun-

cilmember

How will you ensure that Houston remains
one of the most livable urban centers in the
country?

By making the City responsible for the Demoeracy for Houston
maintenance of sidewalks; and by working

to stop illegal dumping to clean up

neighborhoods.

Is there anything else about yourself
that you would like our OutSmart readers
to know?

For years | have worked individually and

as a member of organizations to promote
equality in all aspects of our lives, |

will continue to follow mv heart until

ia I. IH'I'-[J:"

can share the

|-|-'h:ﬁ|||j_1-- 0
liberty and
freedom. T have
been endorsed
in this race by
the Honorable
Frances “Sissy”

Farenthold,

former congresesman Chris Bell, Harris
County Constable Alan Rosen, the

Houston GLEBT Political Cauc




are opened up by having skills training
offered at the community college.

What do you feel is the biggest
problem currently facing the Houston
Community College System?

There is a significant level of concern
expressed by stakeholders, including
the business community, regarding the
level of transparency in our business
practices. The public just approved
almost a half-billion-dollar public bond
that will be spent by our community

college. 1t is imperative that those who

MipTtOWN VETERINARY HOSPITAL
Your Neighborhood Pet Care Solution
P Vm&-ﬁ[d“l

"Slna."

']]11:."7’1, |

HOUSE|

! E::.:.ldl::{nz.;;h pay the bill receive honest and efficient COI\H]- l)f‘N‘l’
CEPO wants to results for their investment. We can't REAL ESTATE BROKERS
create a more afford to continue to erode the trust
transparent our community has bestowed upon the
Hou?tun Com- college without causing significant
mun[ly College harm to the workforce training that
that is truly b iiatanig S
developed and our economy depends on to remain
supported by competitive
our community.
What steps will you take to ensure
HCC students have the skills they need z | 1 Impeccable remodel by
to enter the Houston workforce upon a bty it ; ST
graduation? .- =Chavn W architect. Lofty living in
ousmarll canﬂld Q&A people. Teachers see that the root of inequity 'i\.".t.'.m'.l.-l. I.i r:-.t I_--“_:m.v 'h.“l the JJL'IH_.".::EI]I|:.~l : -.;--.‘\ ' _“_' _F’ 3 bed home, 2 bed unit
. and injustice is based on learned behavior— el "]"-'-"f"! to the workforce T\ o below, close to beach.
continued from previous page therefore we retain the hope that inequity .J”|,l;.Jaq:lt:-llll.llltulnl.l|'I:L|'L:[l|1|.r]::;rll'.:I}_I-.I_I‘IJ::Jr;l](:.:Llpf;_.-l.ﬂ].:; . Mldtown ::3;!:‘2;:;:;;:::] : r;u;};n;ﬂf;;’;i::f
and injustice can be corrected. It takes so Sl oA P i i ARl : . TT T LY —
z C |::L.1-h Tn,_,,'.,__ Gin Hmfm,_. platitudes about f4 industries and ensure that we are Veterinary Hospital www.MidtownVetHospital.c
EPH APO person’s| Zip Code, though. It takes hard work graduating students with the most up-to- 9
Houston Community College District 1 and dedieation to make forward strides. My date skills and information required to :
anderstanding of how mutch hard work is hit the ground running upon graduation
OutSmart: How has your background necessary to make a difference will guide me, ].[ is imperative that we d_"“ll“i' a.40Ure
shaped your politics and made you best should I be given the opportunity to serve as a formal sy -‘t-.'rﬁ for gathering |nr_l1_..~:1|-:-.-
qualified for this position? trustee for my district. and RERIIIRsLY leader input CEED rding
Zeph Capo: 1 am the first generation in workforee needs and community HOUSTON
my family to attend college after high If elected, what do you hope to accomplish CHDCEERS:
school. 1 attended community college as in the next two years? MASSAGE THERAPY
a student to reduce tuition costs, as [ was It 15 unfortunate that at this time the most How can !-Icc better prﬂ\t‘!dE an eq“al Investor's dream - two
required to put myself through college important issue to tackle at HCC is a stron opportunity for students to succePrd. SPECIALIZ|NG lN :
While in col- ser Board-ethics regardless of their sexual orientation or houses in one property
lege, I started '"I have been a Passionate policy and more Igf'_"der lde\nltlt‘y? i : o - DEEP TlSSUE (2/2.5 + 2/1). Live in one
suhatibikas 2 2 transparent first and foremost, sexual or ientation rent the other.
teaching at a lo- advocate Df pUbIIC educatlﬂl‘l business prac- ”mll -'—'r""“l""t' "d“f“ﬂ-\' shouldn't "'l\-_""-' be g SWED|SH MASSAGE
al elementary - . - " tices. Simply an issue when it comes to equality in
Cehoot and e AN soCial justice. oot wemst & colloge wo sayis developed forand * THAI MASSAGE
Frad v ohoh sakaild the tvast supported by our “community.” Everyone
I took for granted in what was offered to in our beard with the ecommunities we rep- deserves the right to reach their full
me in a quality public education. Since resent. Onee that is accomplished, I would potential “mli should be treated with the
that time, [ have been a passionate advo- like to turn to the really important issues same level of dignity and respect that
cate of public education and social justice. of clear and complete communication with we would expect for ourselves '-_"- S A%
Additionally, | have been impacted our students about the excellent opportu- CORHTNRG ¥ 2308 10 Voted One of the Best
on many levels in my life by 1ssues of nities available to them through Houston Male Massage Therapists
inequity, and I strive toward huilding Community College. We need to increase { 8— - i
a more just society. My :*.\'Fn-ril-ru:g‘. asa our visibility within the communities we b I | I L] I f I -ﬂ s 3
classroom teacher allowed me the oppor- represent and have real conversations with r .
tunity to view how we develop as young our workers and our students, Expanding '|r 2 LB N, (]
dual credit programs in high schools to cover
career and technieal fields will be a welcome
addition that will allow us to impact more HOUSTON/GALVESTON
students. We can accomplish so much by sim- TR
ply increasing student and family awareness OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
regarding the workforce opportunities that
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with the publi¢ through neighborhood
meetings, stakeholder groups, and com- ) C C G T . ;
munity outreach as a civic club president w I I A | 0 I I I—/E

and board member to various civig, po-

litical, and governmental groups. I have

also implemented community outreach

Debbie Diza
Noel Phillips
Linda Williams
Aelissa Hull
Tyler Ramsey

programs for stakeholder groups. For
this work, I have received letters of ap-

preciation from two mavors of the City of

Houston and members of Houston City

Couneil
In my roles in business and as a civie Residential & Commercial REALTORY
and political activist, I have always acted

! Accredited Luxury Home Specialist
with high ethieal standards, and will .

continue to do so

I have the best overall understanding I take Pride i.ﬂ my PrOchSion"'
of the needs of the community and how
to best engage the community. [ am RESUI:I‘S MAT’I‘ER!
best able to get the message out about

how and what HCC can do to help com- Buyiﬁg, .fl'.’!!?-.ﬂg or l’f-’a.ﬂ-ng b~

munity members move forward hy pro-

viding job training and higher-education Pzeaje remfm&er e
epportunities
for all your real estate needs!

Ready for success:
Kevin J. Hoffman
plans to build
bridges between
Houston Com-

l munity College
and local school

districts to make
| sure students
have the basic
[ skills they need to
succeed in college
coursework.

Monica Balderas
Bob Collier
Mary Canfu
Deborah MclLean

If elected, what do you hope to accom-

plish in the next two years? Biﬁ_ﬂ
I will call for HCC, HISD, and other “ " 1"5'?* 713.582.2202
school districts to begin a dialogue about R ¥ T AN

what school districts are doing correctly GARY WWW.LynettELew.Com
and, most important, what improvement GREENE Lynette@LyﬂcttELew.com

plans are needed in areas that students

are lacking the skills and tools they need - Orpimurs Ciompesy Hipmi 11 i i S TE T . |
L 2 s e 13 s, ] Mare Archuleta

Jamie Dominguez
Chris Cazares

| to succeed. It is a major issue at HCC

K__E_VIN I. HOFFMRN that so many new students are not ready

for the demands of college life, nor do

[
|
{ Houston Community College Distriet 1 they have the basic skills needed be com-
‘ family members, Everyone should have plete the coursework required.
a voice and feel comfortable engaging OutSmart: How has your background I will work with my fellow board 1
in all aspects of our society—especially shaped your politics and made you best members to make sure all employees of '
continuing their education and personal quaﬁfied far this POSiIiDn? the college have, as one of their health-
Il 1 development. [ hope that all students at Kevin JJ. Hoffman: My background as a busi- care options in their benefit package, an "
HCC feel they have an equal opportunity ness professional and community activist Employee-Plus-One Health Insurance ] F
1 Pl L I ) o} g 2 |
at success, and if elected I would want coupled with my high levels of ethics, makes plan. 1 will work to make sure this plan "‘c" -3 i
| it 1:.1...r|tu‘|i'ir.-| peErson to know about 1t lr 1'||1-r||.11s.- l]l|:1-\l = COVEDNs same- or EJF]EHI-\HU- 1.' E MAI NTENANCE iI
1 they don t. qualifled person H 1 sex domestic partners. 1
| b a E In my roles in business =¢x domestic partiner >y :
| inthis race. - [ will work to bring e e 3
l Is there anything else about yourself In my more and as a civic and back the publics trust i !
N = - a1 1 g I
I that you would like our OutSmart than twenty litical tivist. 1 h by making HCC's Code T erry Pasternak i
i g i political activist, ave e e Kristen Hale |
| | readers to know? yvears working in Fi & of Conduct and Ethics |
' \ [ would like every reader to know that the energy in- aiways actEd WIth hlgh stronger Laura Locastro Ogburn
! I am deeply committed to making our dustry in project ethical standard L I will also work to
! e : ; 5 S + - : laet i -l
" community college a place we can all management, = cut back on the need for nof Dle‘rL:eF "Eme H._Ingerfor-.J |
| ) 5 . i and Yolandga Mendgez
| be proud of and call our own. Too often, land administra- students to travel across - 2
| P e it N e = s ; ; » State-of-the-Art Automotive
ol public school districts and colleges are tion, contract administration, and acquisition Houston to as many as four campuses in Repair Facility |
| i the last to be thought about when it and divestiture, | have developed a sound, order to enroll in basic courses for — | ) -
comes to electoral politics. I make a proven history and ability to handle multiple ! ¢ {Lﬂechanﬁm; EFEGI?'IIE “,1 Both
| promise to all readers to govern with tasks and make the sound business decisions | mport omestic Uehicles
{ {l integrity and to be a trustee you can that are required of an HCC board member. i * Quality, Reliable and Professional |
{1 be proud of if you make time to take In my role as a civie and political activ- Service at Competitive Rates

pride in your college and vote for me ist, T have lobbied local, state, and national * Centrally Located with Immediate

on November 5 political leaders for positive change for the ,I ‘?’3-452.99“% Access to 1-10 and Memorial O]' 713-418-7000

benefit of our community. I have worked to =S Dr/Allen Farkwa'; 3 - o
help keep blighted lots and buildings clean, | 6= Agi'e“'j'r"’E « Guaranteed Parts & Services www.cC thﬂg OHHEI nnerioop-com
1'n‘ keep hurt‘.\.-?mi v-.mt_ilmr:. from fupon.in_.rl_'. near | L EXEEL?.ENI:E 3700 Buffalo Speedway. Suite 400
| area schools and churches, and to help keep | :
otk young peogle out of gangs. T have warked | Monday - Friday 7am - Bpm Houston, Texas 77098
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A place at the table:
incumbent Mike Laster
continues to work to
ensure that the diverse
communities in his
district have equal
roles in bettering their
future together.

nueaq I

degrees. Our students should be able to

complete all basic courses at one campus.

What do you feel is the biggest problem
currently facing the Houston Community
College System?

Lack of public trust, transparency, strong

ethics, and |t‘;1|_]('3'k31IFJ

What steps will you take to ensure HCC
students have the skills they need to en-
ter the Houston workforce upon gradu-
ation?

I will look to restore much-needed funding

back to HCC's student counseling pro-
gramming. HCC must do a better job at
supporting our students with career plan

ning and goal setting

How can HCC better provide an equal
opportunity for students to succeed,
regardless of their sexual orientation or
gender identity?

HCC must do a better job at putting an
end to bullying in the classroom and on
campus. I am hearing reports from stu
dents of cases where students are still be-
ing bullied by fellow gtudents and faculty
members due to their being members of
the GLBT community. This must end, As

OCTOBER 2013
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y member of the board, I will take action to

help put an end to this once and for all

Is there anything else about yourself that
you would like our OutSmart readers to
know?

I have been endorsed in this race by U5

Congress Member Gene Green, GLBT activ-

ist Ray Hill, the American Coalition for Jus
tice, and many precinet chairs of Houston’s

north side and Houston Heights.

[ have been an active member and officer

of many civie groups, which include LULAC
402, Stonewall
Demoerats, past
president of
Greater Heights
Demoeratic Club,
past president of
Super Neighbor-
hood 51, and past

president of Lin-

dale Park Civie Club. I have alzo served as a
board member of the Weed & Seed Program

for the near-north side for the mayor's Anti-
Gang Office, and as a member of the City of
Houston's Health Department HIV Preven-
tion grant review panel.

A native of Dallas, North Carolina, I hold

a BFA from Western Carolina University in
Speech & Theatre Arts, [ have been a resi-

dent of Houston for twenty-six years. My life
partner/husband, Jesis Gonzalez, and | are

entering our twenty-fourth vear together
this October. We live in Lindale Park in
Houston's Northside Village with our two
dogs, Milo and Trixie.

“I am committed to making
sure that each of [the District
J] communities has a place
at the table as we build our
future together”

Mixke LASTER

Houston City Courn il District o

OutSmart: How has your background
shaped your politics and made you best
qualified for this position?

Mike Laster: I have lived in Houston since

1985 and have been a resident of District
J for the past sixteen years, Since moving
to the District J area, I have been active
in the Sharpstown Civie Assoeiation as

a bpard member and past president.
was chairman and board member of the
Sharpstown Tax Increment Reinvestment
Zone and was a founding board member
of the Greater H]l_;q:'!,,l:—'.t:l'.\ n E\].!Ll.l}_‘,l'll;l"l'J
District. As Council Mémber for District
o, my experience in the community has
FIVen me a strong foundation of under-
standing the district's challenges, needs
and assets, That ".'\'.]IL‘:';.I.'I'.L'('_ LJ_uI[ﬂl-u! with
the countless |'|-|:l‘;'.->|'.-.-|'.iilr- I have been
honored to L|L'*\'L-'|.l:-'|.' during those years
has allowed me to hit the ground running
in addressing the needs of the constitu

ents of District J.

If re-elected, what do you hope to ac-
complish in the next two years?
[ and the District J staff have spen

the first two-year term focusing on ac
dressing the daily needs of the district’s
constituents, on bringing communities
together, and on laying a foundation for
future growth and development of the
area. [ plan to use the next two-year term

to build upon that foundation. Working

with community leaders, I hope to further

strengthen our neighborhoods by provid
ing improvements to our parks and city
infrastructure,
help revitalize
the Richmond
Avenue business
corridor and
other business
areas, increase
single-family
housing stock in
the area. further the battle against blight
and litter, and continue to provide quality

constituent services to our residents.

What do you feel is the biggest problem
currently facing District 12

As a district council member, [ am
reminded daily that providing good

continued on page 137

BE YOURSELF
AND LIVE HAPPY

Buying or selling your home should be a happy experience

Lexie is ready to assist
you with all of your
real estate needs:
listing property,
purchasing and leasing.

LEAVE IT
TO LEXIE!

' "Lexie Mason brings a lot of excitement
E

and know Ird:_l_n: tor thee team,”

REALTY ] v/ Dt

281.658.9911 | LeaveltToLexie@ gmail.com

Right now is the perfect opportunity to be proud of who
you are; to be compassionate to yourself and to others;

and to show gratitude to those you love and truly appreciate.

Thank you again to my OutSmart readers for voting
me best astrologer again for all of these many years."”

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by OutSmart Readers

LILLY RODDY

v, L -,

O O O O O

s’ a s an?

ASTROLOGER

£ B B M 0N
Yt s’ T T

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

« Past Life Regressions
< Reiki Master

o Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

GIFT CERTIFICATES = CREDIT CARDS

713.529.5842

lillycath@aol.com * www.lillyroddy.com

Weight Loss Clinic

YOUR MEDICAL APPROACH
TO WEIGHT LOSS

FRAPHY

MITCHELL ALEXANDER PHOTCH

Announcing our
Grand Opening! THE AMERICAN
SOCIETY OF

BARIATRIC
PHYSICIANS

OCTAVIO BARRIOS, MD

517 WEST GRAY ST. + HOUSTON, TX 77019

713.942.7546
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GLORIA’S HOUSTON
2616 LOUISIANA ST.

SUITE 101 - HOUSTON, TX
OPEN SUN-THU: 11AM-10PM
AND FRI-SAT: 11AM-2AM
ONE OF THE BEST: Mexican, Lunch Spots, Brunch
—QutSmart Readers’ Choice 2013

WWW.GLORIASRESTAURANTS.COM
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Housfon Wedding 11.2.13 | New York Wedding 11.27.13

EXCHANGING RINGS AND VOWS
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For Every Marriage

PASTHERA

FINE ANTIQUE JEWELRY

3433 WEST ALABAMA - HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027
713.621.3433 - WWW.PASTERA.COM

OPEN TUESDAY - SATURDAY 10 - 6

Same-sex Marriage in Texas

e T e == L
... from a lawyer’s perspective

by Connie Moore and Debra E. Hunt

hat a difference a few
months makes! When last
we wrote aboutl same-
sex marriage, the U.S.
Supreme Court had not vel issued the
historie rulings in the United States v
and Prop. 8 cases. Now we have
the blessing of the federal government
for same-sex marriage, and it seems that
every few davs we !I' irn gf more benetits
that will apply to all couples, regardless
of their state of residence
There have also been a few setbacks in
states that prohibit same-sex marriage
Although some have refused to follow the
federal government’s lead, there seems to
be an esc ing trend toward acceptance
We had the opportunity in August to con-
fer with other legal professionals across

the country, and most are hopeful that - -
3 We do: after an engagement that lasted twenty-seven-plus years, Connie Moore ()
and Debbie Hunt were married on August 19, 2013, in Napa Valley, California.

discriminatory laws will fail—possibly
sooner than anvone anticipated

In the meantime, we are busy getting
Tax-deferred Retirement Savings Plans
The fall of DOMA has opened the door for

application of spousal benefits and protec-

the word out and adapting to the ch ber 31 of any of the three prior tax years,

that acceptance brings. While Texas re- vou have the option, but are not required,
mains a “non-recognition” state for most to file amended tax returns. Texas does

state-administered benefits, there are an not have a state income tax, but if you are tions for employer-provided retirement

increasing number of federal benefits that a wage earner in a state that does require plans. While not all retirement plans are

apply to all same-sex married couples vou to file a state income tax return, check affected, those governed by ERISA must

regardless of domieile. As of this writing, with yeur local tax advisor about how to file now acknowledge and protect the spouses

in that state. There is no of same-sex married employees. If you are

“Legal professionals such thing as “common
dare hOPEful that aw divoree,” so if vou
discriminatory laws
will fail, possibly ek s,
sooner than anyone ax year, you are reui oo
anticipated.” {o A B "ne

here's what Texas same-
sex couples who werd married and have not named your spousi
legally married else- as a primary beneficiary on ERISA-

where need to know. were legally married, governed benefits, you should complete

have se |?.'H'il§l'f| lrom your 4 new benerciary ll":"lé.:-']l-”. 100 wil |I\'\"-'||T

Federal Income Taxes spouse, and have not di spouse giving the required consent for you

If you are in a same- to name a non-spousal beneficiary
SeX MATrTriage and
Employer-provided Health Insurance

Employers who provide health insurance

remain so through the
end of the year, you ried” status
and your spouse are for same-sex married employees may no

Federal Estate and Gift Taxes
All same-sex spouses are now entitled to the

required to file either “married joint” or longer assess the costs of a spouse’s in-

*married separate” federal income tax surance to the employee and withhold —+
returns beginning in 2014 for the 2013 unlimited marital deduction for aveiding
tax year. If vou were married on Decem- gift and estate taxes, regardless of domicile.
Consult with your tax professional for advice
on how to recover gift or estate taxes that
were paid because your marriage was not

recognized.
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L MCRIMINAYDEEENS EY&IPROBATE
| ¢ Attorney

ClydeWﬂllams

¢ ASSOCIATES
Board Certified By State Bar Of Texas
2011, 2012 & 2013 OutSmart Readers’ Choice

713.236.0064 * chw

aw@earthlink.net

F Found your home

o il

TE x

INSPECTORB(!

Bob John Cromeans

EXFEHIEN[}EEI THI]H[]UEH KNUWLEDGEABLE ‘

Praviding g -
“Know whmyou re buymg

281-832-1013 = www.InspectorBob.net = Bob@InspectorBob.net

and need an inspection?

— Texas Professional Real Esta pector

I'_ -

SOUL SHIFT MESSAGE SERIES -

WED:'OCT. 30TH 7-10PM

JOURNEY WITH US AS WE EXPLORE BECOMING
FULLY DEVOTED APPRENTICES OF JESUS! =
Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that, you fit into®
it without even tp\lpkmg ! Instead fix your attention onlGod. g
A(ITE II be ‘changed from the’ msu:le out. _Romans 12:2 (MSG)

SDAY NIGHT 2%
Community, Meal
Spiritual Formation Class

; &
Coffee Gunngclipﬁy."_ 4
. Wnrship Celebration

-

HALLOWEEQ«I_C@STI{NE PARTY. BEST/COSTUME PRIZES

A PLACE FOR EVERYONE : LIVING MOSAIC CHURCH

Marriage in Texas

HeWwous page

:I‘
taxes for that portion. Spouses are also
entitled to COBRA coverage if a qualified

employee loses his or her job.

Immigration

Same-sex spouses can sponsor their non-
resident alien spouses for U.S. residency,
subject to requirements that are now the

same for all married bi-national couples

Military Spousal Benefits

Military benefits are available to the
same-sex spouses of active-duty military
personnel on the same basis as opposite-

sex couples

Veteran's Spousal Benefits

The Department of Justice has deter-
mined that VA benefits will extend to all
same-sex spouses. Regulations that cur-
rently limit the availability of benefits to
opposite-sex spouses will not be enforced
Civilian Federal Employee Benefits

The Office of Personnel Management,
which oversees benefits for civilian federal
employees, issued one of t he first post-
Windsor policy changes extending benefits
to all same-sex spouses of federal employ-
oes, Federal |-::1||!|-.. ees who were married
at the end of June were notified to enroll
their same-sex spouses in the applicable

benefits program within sixty days.

Social Security Retirement, Disability,
and Death Benefits

As of this writing, the Social Security
Administration has not issued guidance
on whether it will ignore the current regu-
lations defining a “spouse” based on the
laws of the state of the applicant’s domi-
cile when benefits accrue SSA has started
paying benefits for eligible same-sex
spouses who live in recognition states, and
has asked that all persons who may be
eligible for benefits file claims even if they

currently live in a non-recognition state.

Dissolution

Divorce is generally not available to
same-sex married eouples in Texas. There
are two dissolution cases pending at the
Texas Supreme Court that are set for oral
argument later this fall. While these cases
are pending, same-sex divorees are being
_5_[!'6_!T1||-r] on a limited basis to residents of
Travis County as long as all issues are
agreed. Until Texas courts are fully av ail-
able, couples who married in California,
Dealaware, Washington DC, Minnesota,
Vermont, or Canada and now live in a
non-recognition state can return to those
jurisdictions to obtain a court-ordered dis-
solution of the marriage. All others must

establish residency in a recognitio

jurisdietion to obtain a divoree

For more detailed information about
these and other federal benefits that
extend to same-sex marriages, visit oun
website at mooreandhunt.com and look
for the links to marriage information.

The decision to marry remains a per
sonal decision that should be made with
careful conzideration. It is remarkable
'.l'J:'.t We now il'\.';' 1l an age w |1| I sdIle-
sex couples are able to consider g0 much
more than just their personal commit-

ment in making this important decision.

sed of attorney

lebra ‘f llilil.

Leaw Adh
Center for Lesbi
Hunt are charter
State Bar S
and Gender ,l'.-"r.l.--'.'ln',.'..--'.'.-.'.: ITssues.

entation

9 2055 Westheimer Rd, @ Shapherd
Eye Health and Vision Exams, Contact Lens Fittings
Huge Selection of Designer Glasses
Many Vision Plans and Health Plans accepted
Independent, privately owned
Serving Central Houston for more than 17 years

THE BIRD ¢ THE BEAR

'. ’ l,.')_ W

Planti ng!

it 5 —
We love fall, and our plants do, too

Colorful annuals and perennials are
waiting to refresh your pots and flower
beds. Fruit & shade trees galore!

Df‘cora{nrlg1

Tex Mex & Margaritas

Jauuig

Tapas & Tini’s

8uIppam

Steak Night
SJUaAT

JISNIA] SAIT

Happy Hour

| www.eyecontact.com

2810 Westheimer
Houston . Tx. 770986
7135282473
Thebirdandthebearbistro.com
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KAREN DERR

I ESTRBREATT s

VOTED BEST
REALTOR

Thank You OutSmart Readers!

KARENDERR.COM

Direct | 713.875.7050

CAN YOU BELIEVE THIS PRICE?

£139,900 near Hardy Tollway. This two story home

= -1/2

bullt in 2006 has 3 bedrooms 2 2 baths with
arge fenced vard. Other new construction in area.

= Make the most ',
' of thie Qeller’s Market! |

| Just because homes are selling quickiy: doesn't mean

you can't get more money with professu?nal help.. . I
| KarenDerris a Certified Home Marketing Qpecialist |
| with over 20+ years experience.

Hit the market strategically priced !I
| and staged for the most money!
|

“« ' oo furniture and helped me de-clutter
| “Karenloaned me furniture and helped mlil:'._..: elutte |
my home to get it sold for top dollar I|

—Heights geller

“Reeeiving multiple offers was atregeful
Karen helped me chooge the offer that _tuoultl |

' cloge quickly and net me the most. .
| | " —Retiree moving o be near daugnter |

BOULEVARD
REALTY

THE EYE GALLERY RICE VILLAGE = 2542 AMHERST

« HOUSTON, TX 77005

e |
-0 |

HOUSTON'S MOST EXCLUSIVE COLLECTION OF DESIGNER FRAMES

2542 AMHERST » HOUSTON, TX. « 77005
832.831.7253

713.862.16
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CITY COUNCIL

AT LARGE POSITION 3

ALIHO3LNI

“Creating opportunities for all our citizens is

my goal. | want to assist in making Houston a

national model for how a city should be run.

With your help, we can make that happen.”
- Jenifer Rene Pool

ALITIGVAN3Id3d

Faisal Alam presents 'Hidden Voices: Lives of LGBT Muslims'’

by Sadiq Ali Sheraze

Faisal Alam

wasn't intending to start an organization,”

says Faisal Alam, a queer-identified Muslim

activist. “I struggled with trying to reconcile
my sexuality with my faith. I didn't know how that
was going to happen. I thought I was the only one who
was dealing with these issues.”

This was all before 1998 when, at the young age of
nineteen, Alam used an international email Listserv
to create Al-Fatiha, which was once one of the largest
Muslim LGBT organizations in the nation.

Since then, Alam has been selected as an “Innova-
tor” by Advocate magazine and has been recognized
by Genre magazine as a *Founding Father” He has
received several awards and recognitions for his activ-
ism, and has been touring the country presenting his
lecture “Hidden Voices: The Lives of LGBET Muslims.”

In this presentation, Alam shares LGBT stories

{including his own) about growing up
in Iglam—stories that reveal some
of the issues that LGBT Muslims
face. Despite the criticism he has
received, he has found a platform
where he can speak about issues
that, according to Alam, “most peo-
ple do not often think about. People
do not think about LGBT Muslims,
and if they do, they think that people
are being killed because of it, or that
there is really no way to reconcile
[their sexuality and their faith].”
Among the many Muslim orga-
nizations developing in the LS., the
Muslim Alliance
for Sexual and
Gender Diversity
(MASGD) 15 ong
that Alam and
several other
Organizers cre
ated this year.
Many of these
groups are work
ing to debunk the myth that LGBT
Muslims do not exist and that all
Muslims are homophobic.
“We have really come a long
way with the exposure [that LGBT
Muslims] have received and the
work we have done to make our
presence known, both within the
mainstream LGBT community and
the mainstream Muslim commu-
nity. That alsc has a lot to do with
the progressive vision of Islam that
many of us are pushing,” Alam says
of the strides MASGD and similar
organizations are making on behalf
of LGBT Muslims globally.
Organizations such as MASGD
and Muslims for Progreasive Values,
a similar group that promotes LGBT
and women’s equality and other pro-
gressive causes, are all pushing to
ereate an environment where Islam
can be more inclusive and accepting
on issues such as gender and sexual-
it-}'. Alam believes that things are
quickly changing for both the LGBET
Muslim community and the main-
stream Muslim population,

Alam explains this evolution in
thinking: “The rhetoric was always
‘Our religion condemns homosexual-
ity, there is no place for homosexuals
within our faith, the Quran says
that homosexuality is forbidden,
and that is the end of the story.’ [But
then the thing that really changed
the conversation we were having
with mainstream Muslims was 9/11.
September 11 really changed a lot
of different things, because now
mainstream Muslims [have much
higger issues than simply worryingl
about what is going on with queer

Muslims."
“All of
a sudden,
American
Muslims are
dealing with
[slamopho-
bia and hate
crimes and
this real, vis-
ceral backlash that also affected
LGBT Muslims in a different way,"
he adds

According to Alam, for many
American LGBT Muslims, “Islamo-
phobia is seemingly a bigger issue
than homophobia, and much more
vizible to people in regards to our
skin eolor and our names. The sexu-
ality becomes secondary to people.
Many more LGBT Muslims are
taking on a political identity—be-
ing Muslim and asserting a cultural
identity.”

Alam also believes the atmo-
sphere is changing for LGBT Mus
lims because of congressmen such as
Keith Ellison (D-Minnesota) and —+
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The Progressive Muslim Movement Bt

groups like MASGD, and indi

viduals like Alam, are working

rugg|es gréen

These men are the only two

Muslims in Congress and, diligently to reduce prejudices |-Fatit
according to Alam, “Both of held by both Muslim and non- tha
them are very supportive of Muslim individuals A :
LGBT issues,’ Alam believes that Muslim :
OuUnGe
“They have also become vouth are changing as well t that mos RObert Snellqrove’ 'csw
|-!'II§._-_-'L' builders 1:1._1' Ilrl:|:|;,'|||;-_ “There is a .‘-'l:l"JHli _',1-m-|'..|r|i-|=_. IMe-5ex ac counselor I psvchatherap[st
these igsues to light.” Alam and now a third generation of

explains the similarities Muslims that are growing up Vet ; 5t '-|-',.|'!|||I| y p . -
between the LGBT community in the United States that have Ala after 4 White TR ind 53 W0 ation: 4617 Mﬂntrqsg Suite C206
and the I;.u |.'=_'--!' Musglim com been exposed to issues of sexu Houéé-_visit. . _ it fam and hor utuatl Houston, Tf!xas 77006 .
munity: “They are oftentimes ality, and are much more open e = : " .I o Vlmllj EEST 713.522:’014 Www-rﬂbertsnengrDVEaCGm
_I;.‘:."'Ill-”' 1.'“i ‘5|1""' sl ""'-.-"-i'-l‘;-"- to conversations and dialogue { i=I:- | -Ill i .\'-:'. .- .-:| i : - - "- “"-"huﬁtﬂ"ﬂﬂ HESIHLI[&H'
hey are both ostracized, around issues of gender and ' n it ble te | Ty 7
ind thev are both viewed as .‘\'\'.‘iLL{il.l:l'\..“ Alam adds I : ! ; t Pml.d to SI.IppOIﬂhe].GBT Communll'y | A : gt . ' r R
minorities. The same religious God willing, these conver Alam’s presentation "Hidden Voices: 1 ms” has b &

ALLEN FRIEZE

figures and the same politi gations will remain open and I :
1 1 ! taL S s O
cal figures |often speq 'h'“ | mdividuals like Alam will con i 832.419.0969
agninst :l-:|||u|u||1|||1|[1 tinue to make progress toward lidden Voices” explores the legacy of colonial nd ¢ f
For many i |||\.‘.||..|.||-. | 0 ol I | I

acceptance and tolerance.

there is this see _ )
difference in ideologi What: Hidden Voices: Lives G it S ik s i
tween the Muslim communi- of LGBT Muslims Rl R :
| ties and the LGBT communi- When: October 10 e By i X I !II-. | i |
| ties: however, regardleas of the Wikere: tintvessiteof Bonstor .i'l: 801 Town & Country 2311 W Alabama |
differences, there is a similar Details: |'-|l-|\-[1\-|.::_---.-_-|1!.|. Houston, TX 77024 Houston, TX 77088 Town Center (n Sugartand 'l
prejudice that both groups are snnual White Hause Iftar Dinner. the traditional breaking of the fast at the end of "?II‘ L:ij_[_.]:‘k",..ﬁi"
facing in America today Sadia Sheraze is o Hou FN'IER| TO WIN a $100 Giff (_,rl Ei ~ - ?_Ild :
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- BARBADOS NEON BOOT
CONC|ERGE s Saa omh’a Clippe
TRAVEL : FL\ PP Brian Loﬂm & the Texas Reflections
AR |
. : 1‘ ' o5 ﬁ?‘i' Tickets only $10 in advance or at the door! / I
‘Contact us toll free: e i
. October 22 «November 2 2013 38 February 22 - March 1, 2014 {
istarting at S6600° per person starting at 51395™ per person e !
B BRAND G VACATIONS [ S g, . '
| Vietnam & Cambodia River Cruise Oct 15 - 30, 2013 / [
Reef Coco Beach Resort ! Nov 8-16.2013 - T I - 1]+ ' / ,
| . Alaska Friends&Family Cruise-Cetebrity Solstice 215153 July 11-18.2014 311y |
" Rhine Riverboat Cruise ‘ 3 Aug 11 - 20, 2014 e ENL | |
. Legendary Danube Riverboat Cruise FAug 16 - 252014 & GOl |

i RSVP VACATIONS C ,I ;' 5‘.‘1
i _ Divina Caribbean Cruise MSC - Divina Feb 15 - 22 2014 ot NNIES i
, ; ATLANTIS EVENTS 34 _
F '{ESI&GREME Club Atlantis Vallarta Oct 26 - Nov 22013 rrdrins
- Du.th\"t ’ t Club Atlantis Vallarta Nov 2~ 9, 2013 (foursquare) MOST CO A 1 PE
2[]]3 Pl_ L.A. to Mexico Cruise - Carnival Miracle Nov 10 =17, 2013 N DS ] 1

’ﬂhg US... Feb2~9, 2014
Feb 23 = Mar 5. 2014

Silhouette Caribbean Cruise - Celebrity Silhouette
Buenos Aires to Rio - Oceania Regatta

pr

8 * Best GLBT Cruise er Tour Company Grand Baltic Cruise - Holland America Eurodam LEIEES Jul 20 - 014
o
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Between Antoine & 34th « FREE PARKING = Open Thursday-Sunday

- AYESERICIEAESH . s, mmit Caribbean Cruise - Celebrity Summit Mar 8 - 15, 2014
 Best Local Travel Agency Bali to Singapore Cruise - Seabourn Odyssey Mar 15 9.5 2014 11410 Hempstead Highway « Houston, Texas www.NeonBootsClub.com

3 /NeonBootsClub ¥ @NeonBootsClub
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Whether you need to sell
B your home or buy a new one,
et Chris navigate you through
the Real Estate Market to
Discover YOUR
New World!

CHRIS CHRISTOPHER

PROPERTIES
(832) 868-9914
CheisChrispagherProperticsirgmaicom
har.com/chriscerda

Find Me on facebook
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HOFFMAN

for HCC — District 1

Vision - Integrity - Leadership

Endorsed by U.S. Congressman Gene Green
Endorsed by GLBT Activist Ray Hill

Hoffman4HCC.com

Pd. Pol. Ad, Kevin J Hoffman ter HCC District 1 Campaign, Cindy Vara-Leja, Treasurer

jourfeet fall ready.

B0t pain get in the way.

3 [ Dr. James Jacobs* (i fentof
¢\ Dr. Jeanna Mascorro

Your Total Foot Care Specialist, PA
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C . 281.395.FEET(3338)
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Health Care

An issue of LGBT equality

by Randall Ellis

ommunity leaders from across

the country gFathered at the

White House on September

12 to learn how they can
help hundreds of thousands of unin-
sured LGBT Americans get health care
coverage under the Affordable Care Act
(ACA). The briefing featured remarks
from Valerie Jarrett, senior advisor to the
|:11'n-.~'|:[3r-|1|; Kathleen Sebelius, Health and
Human Services secretary; and LGBT
health-care and health insurance reform
experts from across the country.

On the same day that these Obama
administration officials were touting the
advances in LGBT rights over the past
five years and policy wonks were explain-
ing how the LGBT community would
benefit under “Obamacare,” Republicans
in the United States House of Repre-
sentatives were busy with their fortieth
attempt to derail or repeal the historic

Equal care
for all:
Kathleen
Sebelius,
Health and
Human
Services
secretary,
says the
LGBT com-
munity will
be “hugely
impacted”
in a positive
way by the
Affordable
Care Act.

health reform law

Secretary Sebelius, addressing LGBT
leaders who were gathered at the briefing
as well as a wider online audience, seemed
confident that the House effort would fail.
“Thanks to all
of you, this law
is now a reality,
and it is going
to happen in these benefits "
spite of some of =
the best efforts
of our friends at the Hill,” she told the crowd.
“This is what we call a law. It was passed.
It was signed. It was upheld by the Supreme
Court. And the president got re-elected. This
is a law, and the people are entitled to these
benefits.”

As Sebelius stressed the importance
of making sure LGBT Americans know
their rights, responsibilities, and options
under the ACA, she also stressed President
Obama’s firm belief that health-care reform
is an essential part of the fight for LGBT
equality. “Here 1s the fact you all need to
keep in mind,” she said. “One in three LGBT

“This is a law, and the
people are entitled to

adults in America doesn't have health
insurance. We are talking about a com-
munity that can be hugely impacted by
what’s about to happen.”

Insurance Inequalities

Like many people across the country,
LGBT Americans have often struggled
to get the health care they need, when
they need it. The HIV/AIDS epidemicis a
constant reminder to our community that
adequate health care can literally mean
the difference between life and death. Yet
too often, barriers like the lack of insur-
ance stand between the LGBT community
and good health

Research commissioned by the
Center for American Progress not only
shows that LGBT Americans lack health
insurance at higher rates than their
heterosexual counterparts, but that
being uninsured results in more dispari-
ties. Because not all LGBT families are
recognized under the law, employer-based
health insurance i1s not always an option
for spouses or partners, resulting in
higher costs to obtain health insurance
for our families. High numbers of LGBT
Americans also report putting off getting
care because it is too expensive

LGBT individuals have encountered
discrimination in the health-care system
for decades, and many
studies have shown that
LGBT people are affected
by chronic diseases, such
as breast cancer and HIV/
AIDS, at a higher rate than
other Americans. Getting
access to health coverage is indisputably
an LGBT equality issue.

Improving LGBT Access to Care
The ACA makes investments that will

help address health disparities that exist
within the LGBT eommunity. Funding —+
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iz in place to promote s diverse

A MOTE
and culturally -'um;-t-ln-l'.-l health-care
workforee, and to support community
health centers such as Houston's Legacy
Community Health Services h_rm,, 1
increased research and data collection
on health disparities, policymakers will
have the knowledge and tools they need
to continue to address the health needs
and concerns of L(‘.I%'I' P .-F'l.!'.'

Starting in 2014, the ACA prohibits in-
surers from denying coverage or |'|1'II"_"IIlr-:
a higher premium based «
conditions, including HIV or AIDS. The

law also prohibits insurers from charging

N pre-existing

someone more because of gender, sexual
orientation, or gender ide 1|j|\ The ACA
will help ensure that LGBT Americans
will receive ongoing treatment of ¢ l ronic
diseases by ending lifetime dollar limits
an |-_|-_'. benefits, as well as restricting the
use of annual dollar limits.
Under the ACA. health insurance

plans will also have to provide preven-

tive care, including annual checkups,

mammograms, HIV testing, eancer and
diabetes sereening, and vaccinations—all
without co-pays or deductible

The Out2Enroll Campaign

all of these
must have

To access benefits, |I-.--|]e||'
a health insurance plan. Unin-
sured Americans can find coverage in the
online marketplaces that are scheduled
to open on October 1. The open snroll-
ment period runs until March 31, 2014,
To encourage LGBT Americans to sign
up for the new health insurance plans
under the ACA, the White House briefing
;||:-.|| y','_l'lflclill’_l‘c'li an outreach effort .l:!‘.]L'{i
at uninsured LGBT Americans
Out2Enroll will work at both na-
tional and state levels to link LGBT
with their

communities New coverage

options under the health reform law. The
centerpiece of the campaign is a web-
site—out2enroll. org—that 1s tailored to
LGBT community concerns and includes
information about key issues such as
same-sex partner coverage, transgender-
and LGB T-inclusive
ns. OutZ2Enroll

1 a5 En-

inclusive coverage,
diserimination protecti
will also work with partners suck
roll America, Community Catalyst, con
sumer health advocates, health eenters
like Legacy Community Health Services,
and LGBT equality organizations to host
regional forums and conduct state-level
advocacy campaigns to educate LGBT
communities about available coverage
and to encourage enrollment through the
online health insurance marketplaces
The Out2Enroll campaign will launch on

L L il

October 11, National Coming Out Day
an observance created to raise aware-
ness of and empower the LGBT com

something

munity. This day advocates

simple, yet elusive—that people need
the freedom to be who they are. That
freedom won't be fully achieved until the
LGBT community

by the nat

Legacy (

feels 1t 15 being served
ion's health-care system.

: ey Cnuaumin s Eh G- benefit from getting your lungs
vices will have trained statf members
wailable throughout the ¢linic on Oc-
tober 11 to assist anyvone who is inter-
ested in learning about their health
ptions under the Afford-
October 11 will be a in ma

show vour ;'n"i-'i-' of lung cancer. While
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enrollment will run unti
2014, there

and understand y

is plenty of time to ¢
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Just a Little Bit Gaysian

An interview with comic/actor Alec Mapa

by A.). Mistretta

lec Mapa is everyone’s favorite

gay bestie. His no-nonsense,

boundary-pushing comedy

1as kept American audiences
rolling for nearly two decades. An award
winning one-man show I Remember Mapa
chronicled the Filipino comic-actor’s
rough start in Los Angeles, and garnered
rave reviews. That led to memorable
television roles, from Suzuki St. Pierre
on Ugly Betty to Vern on Desperate
Housewives

Now America’s Gaysian Sweetheart
iz all grown up—an acclaimed columnist
and LGBT activist with a husband and
a son. But Mapa's comedy remains raw
and riotous, His new stand-up special will
explore what it's like to be a gay dad—in
a way that enly he could do.

This month, Mapa is headed to
Houston to perform one night only at
OutReach United’s 2013 Coming Out
Party. The annual event raises money for
Houston-area LGBT nonprofits such as
Montrose Center and HATCH. We caught
up with Mapa packing his bags.

A.J. Mistretta: You've been
conspicuously absent from TV lately.
What gives?

Alee Mapa: You're just not paying
attention. I hosted an all-new reality
show for AMC called
Showeille, which ran
for eight episodes, and
I was on the Tonight
Show with Leno twice,
If that’s me being
conspicuously absent,
I'd need to pick better hiding |l[-'1l't!5 than
AMC and NBC,

Fair enough. | never watch Leno. So

you have this risqué—some would say
raunchy—stage persona. Is that you, or
is that just for the show?

“I'm not raunchy, I'm
shameless. There's a
difference’”

[ ramp up my energy
onstage, but I'm not
like that in real life,
Nothing’s worse than a
comie who's “on™ all the
time. That's exhaust-
ing. I talk about sex a
lot because, with all
the talk about sexual
freedom in the gay com-
munity, we're all still
ashamed about taking
it up the butt. Gay
people use the word
“bottom” as an insult,
and it just perpetuates
self-loathing. I'm a sex-
positive person. I love
sex and I love being
gay, and if folks sea me
as raunchy, that'’s their
own baggage talking.
I'm not raunchy, I'm
shameless, There's a
difference.

I know you're a father
now. How is that
experience? Do you
enjoy being the out
gay dad?

Being a dad 1s the best

Alec Mapa

thing that's ever hap-

my son came into my
life, it was like a ton of
rainbow-colored oxygen
was pumped into my
world, Tt's hard work,
and [ occasionally get it wrong, but having
a kid has made everyihing better. Also, it's
impossible to be a closeted gay dad—your
kids out you all the time.

How much fodder does family life give
your comedy?

My new comedy special Alec Mapa: Baby
Daddy was filmed this July and should be
ready by November. It's all about how my

pened to me. The minute

husband and | became dads. It has a hit of
everything: sex, poop-and-fart jokes, and
heartwarming stories. You'll love it even
if you hate kids.

I know you do a lot of gay events,
cruises, etc. So who's the dirtiest gay
performer out there?

Again with the dirty. Are you the Church
Lady? To me, there's only funny and not

funny. Currently I like gay comics —+
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Casey Ley and Nico Santos. They're
hilarious. Nico's on Chelsea Lately a
bunch, and Casey 15 in San Francisco.
I also like Shawn Pelofsky a lot

Tell me about the worst standup crowd
you ever had.

Drunk Russian River audience that
wouldn't shut the f--k up. They paid a

lot of money, too. Whatever—the check

"l'."c.i r'.'l_l

Do people still bug you about Ugly
Betty? Does that bother the hell out
of you?
You have to understand I was broke and
unknown in L.A. for years—{ar more
vears than I've been famous. There's
nothing annoying about |\4-|r|_5. recognized
for being on a hit show. Anyone who tells

vou that is an asshole

What's been your favorite role?
Suzuki on Betty was fun, because I never
had to be likable or nice. As a people-

pleaser, that was very liberating

| know you're a big American Horror
Story fan. While we wait for the new

Davip Lorms
INSURANCE AGENT

=
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Home * Auto
Life » Flood
Commercial » Health
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Now offering life insurance
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713-688-8669
DavidL2490@aol.com
www.farmersagent.com/dlorms

Best Selling Author of “Change Agents”

season set in New Orleans with Kathy
Bates (sooo excited), what are you
watching now?

I'm living for the new season of AHS! I watch
Orange Is the New Black and So You Think
You Can Dance.

If someone came to you tomorrow with the
perfect gig—doing standup at this place or
being on that show—what’s that perfect
gig for you right now?

Network sitcom. Third-banana role like
Rosario on Will and Grace. Wisecracking
maid/assistant/best friend /bellhop. I'd just
love a gig with hours that allow me to make
my kid breakfast and pick him up from
school. I co-hosted The View twice,

too—a steady gig like that'd be gravy.

As a dad, I'm sure you want to be a

role model for your own son. But how
important is it to you that you be an
activist and advocate for LGBT young
people?

So important. Kids think high school or the
Internet is their entire universe, and it just
1sn't s0. That’s why bullied gay vouth feel
trapped and kill themselves. [ try to remind
kids that theres so much more to life than
high school, Look up, look ahead. Everything
and anything is better than high school. 1

survived and thrived—so ean you. At a high

RED PIER

Midtown’s Finest
Vietnamese Bistro

OPEN 'TIL 3AM - FRI & SAT
11AM-10:30PM Sun-Thurs

s

2704 Milam St. Suite C
(Between Drew St & Dennis St)

713.807.7726
www.theredpier.com

school reunion, the gays are always the
hottest guys in the room. Everyone else
looks like they've given up.

Have you ever been to Houston?
Anything you're looking forward to
on your visit?

Big Texas cowboys and BBQ. I love
Houston. I've always had fun when
visiting.

What's on your gay agenda for the rest
of the year? And will 2014 hold any
surprises we can look forward to?

I'm filming a movie in Halifax this
month—Beethoven’s Treasure. And my
new comedy special will hopefully be
playing at a gay film fest near you!

Alec Mape is represented by Divas and
DvJs; check out their full roster of talent
at divasanddjs.com

What: OutReach United's 2013
Coming Out Party

When: Saturday, October 12,
6:30-9:30 p.m

Where: Jaguar Houston Central

Tickets: start at 525

Details: outreachunited.org.

A.J. Mistretta is editor of MyGayHouston.,

com and public relations manager of the
Greater Houston CVB,

Earthman
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‘The Book of VIatt’

Are there hidden truths about the murder of Matthew Shepard?

by Jack Berger

atthew Shepard. Hate
crime. It's hard to say
one of these without auto
matically thinking about
the other, even though it's been exactly
fifteen vears this month since Shepard's
:Trl'i.LL'.'Cl-l]:l' _"IIliI"lil'['
former NYU
professor-turned-journalist, has pub-
lished The Book of Matt (Steerforth

Press), releasing this month, that goes

Now Steven Jimenez,

into painstaking detail about the events
leading up to, during, and after the at-
tack. He prompts the reader to question

whether Shepard knew his attackers and

why this may have in fact not been a hate

crime at all

But do we really want to know every
detail of this murder case? Matthew
Shepard’s story has posthumously helped
move the LGBT community forward in
its quest to show the struggles involved
in gaining equal rights on several fronts,
He has become the poster child for hate-
crime activism in America. Might it be
best to just let
sleeping dogs lie?

The informa-
tion that Jimenez
presents is tough
to read at times,
as the picture he
paints is not the
same as the one in our heads. We have
seen Judy Shepard, Matthew's mom,
in numerous interviews and at Human
Rights Campaign events. So why, fifteen
years later, would we want to read about
Matthew's involvement with drugs and
hustlers and everything that is part
of that scene? Maybe it's just because
WE can,

Jimenez presents his findings and
conclusions in a comprehensive fashion
that brings all of the questions to light.

"l shar eraclicion of fa Cadf Sived and iy Eveensiones’s Sonp." — WAMPTON JIBEL

The BOOK
of MATT

HIDDEN TRUTHS ABOUT THE

MURDER OF MATTHEW SHEPARD

HEN JIMENEZ

He was unafraid to ask tough questions,
and he seems to have been quite thorough
in his thirteen years of research and
documentation,

Shepard had a challenging childhood
certainly no Leave It to Beaver or Brady

The author “lays out the possibility that [one of
the convicted murderers] knew Shepard quite well,
and the two may have spent some time together
dealing crystal meth and hustling.”

Bunch plot lines here. Jimenez's information
suggests Shepard was a small player in the
crystal-meth underground in Colorade and
Wyoming, as were hisg attackers. The book

depicts Shepard as a depressed college stu-

dent who liked to have a good time, with par-

ents living overseas. JJimenez also learned
from sources that Shepard was HIV-positive
The book provides some thoughtful insights
into Shepard’s development and his bad
choices that played a part in his death.
There are several jailhouse interviews

with Aaron McKinney and Russell Hender-
son, the convicted murderers who were sen-

tenced to two consecutive life terms with no

chance of parole. In addition, there are recol-

lections from their families, girlfriends,

and other key play

larly interesting are the people connected
to Henderson who did not commuit the as-

sault, but did nothing to prevent it

Getting into Aaron McKinney's psyche
1

s much more challenging. Violent behav

ior, drugs, and an alleged challenge to his
heterosexuality all played a role, accord-
ing to Jimenez's research. He lays out the
possibility that McKinney knew Shepard
quite well, and the two may have spent
some time together dealing crystal meth
and hustling. McKinney would hustle

for drugs or for the money to buy drugs,
and he ran in a circle that occasionally
included Shepard. Their involvement as
sex partners is also suggested by various
|0Urces

The insights and perspective of Cal
Rerucha, the Laramie prosecutor han-
dling the case, a
his thirteen years of research, Jimenez
spent some one hundred fifty hours with
Rerucha, extracting his legal point of
view. And while Re-
rucha did push fora
death sentence, he
believes that Shepard’s
murder was driven by
drugs.

Jimenez 18 not the
first or the only one
who has researched the Shepard story.
Other writers include JoAnne Wypijewski
in Harper’s Magazine in 1999, and Moises
Kaufman, the director and co-writer of
The Laramie Project.

This latest 354-page case is laid out

1 the case. Particu-

re also important. During
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continued from page 97

in a way that invites you to decide what
it all means. Do these details diminish
the legacy of Matthew Shepard? So much

good has come out of this tragic episode in
LGET history, including the Hate Crimes
Prevention Act of 2009, named in honor of
Shepard and James Byrd Jr.

But the questions are still there. The
Book of Matt may offer the most complete and

‘Matt Shepard Is a Friend of Mine’

New film features archival footage from home movies, photos, and journals to help tell thi

ichele Josue met Matthew
Shepard overseas at The
American School in Switzer-

land (TASIS] in the early- to mid-1990s.
It was their first time being away from
home, and with their shared love for act-
ing, they became very much like family.

According to Matthew's mother, Judy
Shepard, Josue and several others were
the greatest people her son had ever
met in his life. To Matthew, they would
always be the most important.

This month marks Iifteen years after
the death of her friend, and Josue is set to
premiere the film at the Mill Valley Film
Festival. Told from a deeply personal
perspective, the film 15 intended to show
a side of Shepard that the world may not
be familiar with.
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“It’s still painful when [ think about my
friend. | feel guilt for not being there, confu
sion about what happened, and anger about
what they did to him. I miss my friend and
I'm not ready to let him go,” says Josue, “and
that's why I'm making this film, because if the
world knows our Matt, the real Matt, 1 know
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well-researched account of who Matthew
Shepard was, and how and why the events
unfolded as they did on October 6, 1998,
in Laramie, Wyoming. And, if it was
truly a hate erime

If we want to know. B

s personal story

they won't be able to let him go either.”

Archival footage from home movies
helps tell the story of Shepard's life, as
well as the photos and journals he left
behind. Viewers will follow Josue as she
travels to Laramie, Wyoming, Moroeco,
and various other locations that are
important in telling his story.

These stories from the people who
knew Shepard best are the highlight of
this emotional film. Those who share
their memories of Shepard include Zeina
Barkawi, his best friend, and Walt
Boulden, his guidance counselor.

“Matt was the type of friend I thought
[ would know my whole life. But on Octo-
ber 12, 1998, we lost him forever. And the
Matt I knew became ‘Matthew Shepard’

to the world,” says Josue. —fed Ocot

MIDTOWN!
BAR & GRILL

. OPEN24HOURS -

BREAKFAST/LUNCH/DINNER
Awrti® FILLBAR <5

Thank You for
selecting us as

Orne of Your
Favorite 24-Hour

Restourants
56,95 Breckfost Specials  Dailly Lundh Spediols
Farm —10om Mon—Fri 106m— 4pm

415W ﬂrﬂy @t | 7135282887
www/ IDTOWIbandd.com e

f[ﬁiﬁ{iﬁ
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Q . 2811 Eastman Street + Houston, TX 77009
Ay Ry www.jimbentonhouston.com

Jin Benton off Houdlon, 713-802-2860 It’s All about the Art

e o a fo Wit e Please Visit Us Online Af .
(_,.,.-m-.r‘mf;f and ' Event I ,n:rmsf_{/ Facebook.com/JimBentonofHoustonlLC This yec,rr's BG}/OU CIE‘VAH‘ Festival Downtown has over three hundred artists

B - _ = o = e by Karen Derr

L

6%: m ",
Thanks for honormg Us FOUR years h
|n a oW, Oufsqu Readers!

ic photo to produce a round image. The

he Bayou City Art Festival
! . Downtown, held October 12-13
this year, features native-Hous

tonian artist Syd Moen and her

creative and unique “little planets” are

otherworldly vet familiar, especially to

Houstonians and those who are acquaint-

ed with the Texas Gulf Coast.

Moen's works invite the viewer

into a whole world she creates

from a single location. They are

alluring, whether one recognizes Art and more art: Bayou City Art Festival takes place
October 12-13. Inser: this year's featured artist Syd

Moen’s photographic work of River Oaks Theater.

the landmarks or not. Moen was

chosen along with artists from

all over the U.S. and is among
the three hundred who will be at

printmaking, sculpture/3-D (one media—stone, clay,

the two-day show and festival at

glass, metal, or wood), and wood. The organization’s

downtown's Sam Houston Park.

cutive director Kelly Kindred says, “Houston is not

“To be chosen as this year's

only a melting pot of various cultures, but also has in-

featured artist is an absolute

honor,” Moen says. “Photography

credible art media, and Bayou City Art Festival takes

pride in celebrating its local artists and art forms, as

is the core regource for my explo- well as those from across the country. We are honored

rations of self-expression, and I'm to present one of our city's own, Syd Moen, as this

very excited to be able to share this with artists apply from all over the vear's featured artist”

the patrons of Bavou City Art Festival world, but only 330 are chosen I'his year, board member Plumbar also serves on

Downtown as this fall’s featured artist.” each year. the Art Heist committee. He explains this Saturday
Just as Moen’s works of art engage dayou City Art Festival evening ticketed event: “It's always a theme party, and

the viewer to interact in her created accepts work in eighteen dis- this year it’s ‘Treasures of the New World.™

worlds, the Bayou City Art Festival offers ciplines: clay, The event, held on the

a unique experience where festivalgoers digital (not The Adult Creativ,e steps of City Hall, is the larg

interact with over three hundred artists photography), est fundraising element of

who are required to be present and avail drawing {pas- Zane Offers adUIts the the festival. “Treasures of the
able in their respective booths for the en- tels, ink, pen chance to create their New World” features heavy

tire show. Bayou City Art Festival board cils), fiber and hors d'oeuvres from Melange
member Joseph K. Plumbar says his first textiles (decora- own works Of art' Catering, refreshing liba-
involvement with the festival was as a tive), functional tiong, a DJ, and the *heist,”
collector. “I fall in love with a new artist art (includes furniture, wear- which provides patrons with the chance to “steal” do

at every festival,” Plumbar says. “Last able art. ete.), glass, jewelry, nated art pieces, “Vic Lee was the featured artist the
vear I fell in love with Linda Lesperance leather. metal, mixed media vear of my first Art Heist, and he was the most fought
I haven't talked with her recently. You 2-D) iminimum of two media over. | actually ended up winning his piece!” recalls —+

see, talk about personal—we’

—_

’ g now!” Having participated in the artist- 3-D, paintings (acrylic, oil, or

re friends used to create), mixed media

selection jury, he says over a thousand watercolor), photography (digi-

Ey f D " :ﬁ C : m tial or computer manipulated),

'm‘uc \j j photography (traditional film,
no machine enhancements),

Detailod 1 gm@/mym Coporate Dezﬁ:y ﬁﬁ’fswwo Catring




¥ Thank You For Voting Us
Best Cajun Restaurani
& One of the Besi Seafood

Restaurants and Catering Firms
-OutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards 2013

Catering by Benno
112 28" 5t., Galvestan, TX
409/762-3666

Benno’s on the Beach
1200 Seawall Blvd,, Galveston, TX
409/762-4621

Completlon ofa

first massage

does not end a
relationship

IT BEGINS ONE!

281.496.0909
True Massage 4-U com

ONE HOUR MASSAGE $49 ©

cooking classes
v.drink.eat.byob

welldonecc.com
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It's AII allout the Arl

Plumbar, who says the event makes
evening. Each $100

for a very exciting
ticketholder has a one-in-four chance of
“stealing”™ a work of art which has been

donated by participating artists and val-

ued well above the ticket price. This year,

attendees are encouraged to wear pirate
attire in keeping with the “Treasures of
the New World" them

Plumbar says, “This vear's festival
will be larger than ever. The main stage
has been ¢ \'|J'l']l|1(| ind we'll have mao

bands from both Austin .!|.ri ||c'|.l'-lL|I|

We're still the fine-arts festival, but
we're going to have more emphasis on
the festival theme” The revamped music

lineup includes the Suffers, Kashmere

Reunion Stage Band, Bombon, Hardproof

Afrobeat, and many more. To add to the
there will be activi-

festival atmosphere
tieg for children in the Green Mountain

Energy Creative Zone, special areas for

adults, including a wine garden and an
Adult Creative Zone presented by The
Tinderbox. New to the festival this vear,
the Adult Creative Zond

chance to create their own work
including an industrial lamp or a screen-

|\r'ill':|'ll tote. And, of course, it would not
be a festival without dozens of food and

beverage vendors

Bayou City Art Festival 15 a n« |‘1||1‘|| it
organization that provides finaneial sup
port te its nonprofit partners, and 100

percent of proceeds from festival tickets
and food and beverage sales are given
to them. Bayou City Art Festival has
partnered with fifteen local nonprofit
organizations, which volunteer their time
to help staff the festival. Thes
tionis include The Orange Show, Lawn-
dale Art Center, SNAP, and the Museum
of Fine Arts Houston,

The festival attracts at least 30,000

Organiza

art patrons each yvear and has raised

more than $3 million since it began more

than forty years ago. Sunshine magazin
ranks the art I%-:;En'rti as one of the top

ten in the nation

What: Bayou City Art Festival
Downtown

When: October 12-13

Where: Sam Houston Park, 1000 Baghy

Tickets: Free for children age two and
younger; non-members may purchase
tickets online or at festival entrances
(§15 for adults and $3 for children
ages 3-12)

Info: bayoucityartfestival.com.

Karen Derris a Houston-area Realtor
and the founder of Boulevard Realty. She
writes and speaks about home and small-
business topics.

713-528-4963

MikeCopenhaver @remax.net

832-419-8484

Each Office

Independently Owned

2626 Richmond Ave.
Houston, TX 77098

MarcRuiz @ remax.net

E}
REALTOR

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12™

JUJUBEE &%

NO COVER BEFORE IIH"-I SIZAFTER 10PM

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26“*

$15 IN ADVANCE. 520 AT THE DOOR
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26™
HIGH HEEL DRAG RACE

Entrants race the 800 block of
Pacific St to Crocker St & back to
the finish line at Pacific St & Grant
St. Registration is from 9- 9:45 @
the 800 Pacific St Halloween Block
Party. Competition is open to all indi- I8 CEYLARTE
viduals of any ages. HOSTS

Octavio Barrios, MD
Adult Primary Care

www.doc barrios.com

Avg. Contact Time
With Dr, Barrios

32 Minutes!

Board Certified
American Board of
Family Medicine

By Appointment
Same Day Available
For Acute Tllness

Most
Insurances
Accepted

Houston - Montrose
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday:

Pasadena
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday:
Skin Renaissance [Laser Center
517 West Gray St
T13-942-7546

Horizon Family Healthcare
7106 Spencer Highway
281-542-9400
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BEACH

SOUIH BEA

HAND CAR WASH & DETAIL CENTER

126 W. Gray St. | Houston TX 77019 | Tel: (713) 529-3444

YW.SOUTHBEACHAUTOSPA.COM
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The first step is up to you

If you know you need a little help, it starts with a simple phone call
Board Eligible Psychiatrist Christopher L Boehme, MD specializes in
Adult and Geriatric Psychiatry ages 18 and up treating all major
Psychiatric disorders induding Major Depression, Bipolar Disorder,
ADHD, Anxiety disorders, and Schizophrenia. Take the next step.

R

7134920723 Montrose Mental Health

professional

AL apeutid
massage,
bodywork

an
T NMUTL L Reiki T

SPOrts

swedish

deep fissue
neurcmuscular

? reiki

Voted one of
Housfon's Best
massage therapisis.
200920102011
and 2012

-outsmart magaozine

713 269 7926
geworks.com

You can help

by Marene Gustin

n October 12, hundreds of
folks will be walking with a
purpose: to raise awareness
for mental health.,

The nenprofit Walk for Mental Health
Awareness-Houston is actually hosting a
three-day event this year, but awareness
of mental health issues and funding for so-

lutions should be a 385-day-a-vear event.

Just how bad is the crisis in mental
health care?

“In Houston, it's probably better than
anywhere else in the state,” says Dr.
James McSwain. “But it's still terrible
The Harris County Jail treats more men-
tally ill [inmates| than the entire State of
Texas mental-health system combined.”

Think about that for a minute. And
then think about the fact that the Mental
Health and Mental Retardation Authority
of Harris County treats fifteen thousand
people per
month

Dr. Me-
Swain, who
will be speak-
ing at the
walk, knows
very well the

plight of the

mentally 1ll.
His eldest son,
Phillip, was diagnosed with paranoid
schizophrenia at the age of twenty-four.
By thirty-one, he was dead from an over-
dose of alecohol and medication.
“Paranoid schizophrenia is a brain
disorder like Alzheimer’s disease, yet

- . *
- 1 - =
-

Walking with a purpose: C. Patrick Mcllvain (c), Sheila Jackson Lee (U.S. Repre-
sentative for Texas’s 18th congressional district), Juliet K. Stipeche (HISD board
trustee District Vill), and Sergeant Cindy Leija (constable Precinct 2) are all smiles
at last year's Walk for Mental Health Awareness-Houston. Inser: walkers bring
awareness to the importance of treatment for those with mental-health issues.

it doesn't get the same support,” says Dr. So many people suffering from mental
health issues wind up falling through

the eracks. They can't get into treatment

MeSwain. “It's still looked at as a personal
problem. We were lucky—we had insurance,
but we still went into debt and could not af- eenters because they can't navigate the
ford the long- intake processes, they may not know
term care he where to go for help, or they may have no
neaded.”
Dr, Mc
owaln ex-

plains that

support system

Many wind up homeless. They may
commit petty crimes and wind up in jail,
which is where Dr. MeSwain's son wound
the problem up. “We actually tried to keep him there
lies in the as long as we could,” he says sadly. “Be-
many obsta- cause he was getting better care there
cles to treat- than we could get him on the outside.”
ment. Govern- Dr. MeSwain says that most of those
ment clinics are overwhelmed and don't have fighting mental illness are young and
don’t have the support of grown children

who can advoeate for them that —

the funding they need, and private clinies
that can handle long-term treatment for
patients are incredibly expensive

“The Menninger Clinic here is like the
M.D. Anderson of mental health hospitals,”
he says. “But for my son to stay there for six
months, to receive the treatment and train-
ing he needed would have cost us $1,000 a
day. And they didn't take insurance.”
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FREE DELIVERY
minimum $12* — tipping is appreciated

Y,\) DUMPLING 7 /G -

HOUSE )

Chinese Restaurant
2621 Shepherd #290 = Houston, Tx 77098
P: 713.524.8410 F: 713.524.4134

UHNRCn . ~ [
7 days a week untl 4 pm
* Ok ok X

* * ok K K

ORDER ONLINE AT
WWW.AUNTIECHANGS.COM

T i S R

Houston Mental-Health Crisis hIJlII"..-pl.ll meet with scomeone who, il he
qualified, would sehedule an appointment

SRS ANt BEEISG Aoge with a counselor in a couple of weeks,” \\ SELLING HousTtoN...ONE House At A TIME
Alzheimer’s patients have—making it easier sighs Dr. MeSwain. “If he could do all LakeWOOd Alarm
for politicians to ignore the problem. “Even that, he wouldn't need help.” v
when the Affordable Care Act kicks in,” This will be the doctor’s first Walk -
he says, “it won't be much better, since the for Mental Health Awareness, but since N

insurance companies don't want to pay for his son's passing in 2009, he has been 24 Hn“ n MuN ITGHING
long-term treatment. They want a Band-Aid a devoted advocate for the mentally ill.
fix and then send them off” Besides researching and speaking out on 713_553_3131 o 333'305'0490

From a strietly economic point, it would the subject, he's also tried to show fami- g
make a lot more since for the state to fund lies an easier way to navigate the system,. ' SEClIﬂty
mental health systems fully, When a bill As principal of Lamar High School, . F"E
was introduced earlier this vear to fund he’s worked with the nonprofit Com- * Medical
a pilot program to transition mentally ill munities in Schools to create a one-stop-
inmates into community facilities, Sen. Joan shopping center that provides referrals . mm

Huffman (R-Houston) said: “It costs around for families with at-risk teens. *GPS
5137 per day to keep someone behind bars, Join the walk or the luncheon the day « Audio
as opposed to $12 per day for community before at the United Way offices to learn

mental health services. The majority of the more about the mental health problems *ThBatBr

s = n - | & s arris () Tt P wods fri 1o wn ]k =
individuals in the Harris County jail never ”_]”'”““L'"“'I-‘_' Er”"“_d from the walk 'Stl'llﬂtlll‘&d\'ﬁl‘lllg of
received the services they needed—services aid local nonprofits providing mental o Aut tion I

that would have kept them out of jail in the health care services

a . * More! ; T |

Ankpiaeer S ) What: 2013 Walk for Mental Health Top Producer 2002 — 2012 s
The jail's medical budget is almost $50 Awareness-Houston

million a year, about half of which is spent When: October 12 at 7 a.m. £

on mental-health care. An estimated 25 Where: Spotts Park DEB I Dl 1

percent of the inmates receive psychotropic Cost: Entrance fee 1s 325 BIE EVI E

($35 on the day of the walk)
Details: thehoustonwalk.org.

GREENW@DD KING PROPERTIES

medication.

“When [ tried to get my son into a state

facility, I was told he needed to show up Marene Gustin is a regular contributor

across town and wait in line for several to OutSmart magazine.

SHOWER SYSTEMS o TOTO TOILETS » KITCHEN FIXTURES © BATHROOM FIXTURES
© WATER HEATERS © TANKLESS WATER HEATERS o PLUMBING PARTS & PIPES
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713.942.2277
OCTOBER 12™ | 6:00-9:30eu

JAGUAR HOUSTON CENTRAL SHOWROOM
1025 0ld Katy Road, Houston, TX 77024

General Admission *25 | VIP Tickets Available.
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They Do Their Own Stunts

Gay rodeo is changing attitudes in rural America

by Karen Derr

he International Gay Rodeo
Association (IGRA) holds its
2013 World Gay Rodeo Finals
Oetober 17-20 at the John
Justin Arena in Ft. Worth. Finalists
from all over North America will come to
compete in “Cow Town” from as far away
as Alberta, Canada, Each year, up to
twenty gav rodeo competitions are held in
places like Oklahoma, Missouri, Kansas,
and most of the western states, to qualify
for the annual World Gay Rodeo Finals.
Ken Pool, a rodeo announcer and
former IGRA rodeo director, grew up
in Tomball, Texas, in the sixties and
seventies. He recalls that he had no gay
role models back then in Tomball. In
1876, Phil Ragsdale organized the first
gay rodeo as a charity fundraiser in
Reno, Nevada. Reportedly, Ragsdale had
trouble getting local ranchers to provide
livestock for a gay rodeo. Pool says, “Gay
rodeo was started because we didn't have
a place to compete; we weren't welcome at
other rodeos.”
Pool continues, “While this is no
longer as true today, gay rodeo still
has a great function by being open and
welcoming, Straight people who join us
And Pool says straight
rodeo athletes are now competing in
IGRA events all over the eountry. “They

appreciate that.”

come for the
camaraderie
The level of
competition
is good, but
the level of
fun 18 much
greater than other venues. I believe this
18 real outreach and education. These
are people who have horses; they're
not involved in a traditional urban gay
environment. They wouldn't necessarily
be involved knowingly with gay people.”
Today, many women are involved

108 OCTOBER 2013 QuitSmartMagazinecom

“The level of competition is
good, but the level of fun is
much greater than other venues””

«l-l’. "

If Ji'ﬁtf"ain"i makin'
‘dust, you're eatin’ it: ‘»
gay and straight men =

and women alike
gathe; for lively com-
+  petition an@tar@;ﬂfﬂ ot
- _ funa the.zomw d

H—-‘-ll

i the rodeo both as competitors and as
volunteers. “When you talk about outreach
to straight people, we're very inclusive. If a
straight woman wants to ride bulls, there are
Very few }}];lu(--r\ she can 20 1o do that except
here,” explains Pool. There are competitions
for both women and men in all events, so
women can ride broncs and men can barrel
race and pole bend. All participants compete
against whichever sex they identify as.
Contestants
this yvear in
Fort Worth
will compete
in bull riding,
bareback
brone
riding, steer riding, chute dogging, roping
events (such as team roping and mounted
breakaway roping), and speed events
such as barrel racing and pele bending.
Both men and women ride the same rough
stock livestock under the same rules and
requirements, Roping teams can be made up
of any combination of men and women.
Besides the inclusiveness and
camaraderie, the level of professionalism

of the IGRA is also a big draw. Both

horse professionals and amateur horse
enthusiasts are attracted to IGRA’s well-
run rodeos. Pool says he believes this is
the reason that IGRA rodeos are making
an impaet on rural America. As far as
straight cowboys and cowgirls who choose
to join in the competitions, he explains

it starts with the families in the stands.
“Suddenly there is a group of ten people

who have never been to a gay bar, but

they're attending our rodeo, and they stay.

And thev bring friends back on Sunday,
and next they 2ay, ‘I want to compete.”
He adds, “The Denver rodeo has a whole
contingent of straight families who want
to be a part of the group because we are
a nonprofit and they know we give money
back to the community.” Each IGRA
chapter’s events are fundraisers for that
chapter’s local designated charities

Pool, who was Mr. International Gay
Rodeo 2005, likes to say gay rodeo is
three-quarters rodeo and one-quarter
circus. The IGRA may be breaking
stereotypes, but the "eamp” events add
some comic relief as only gay rodeo can.
These events include goat dressing,
where a team of two puts jockey-style
underwear on a goat, There is also a
steer-decorating event, and the wild
drag race is a three-person team—one
in drag, and the other two helping the
drag queen get on a wild steer and cross
the finish line. Pool says it's probably
the most dangerous event at the IGRA
finals. He reports that no one has ever
been killed in the event, but several
have been hurt. The “camp” events are
great for these who want to compete but
who are not skilled on horseback. The
IGRA also sponsors educational rodeo
schools for novices who want to learn
how to rodeo, One such workshop was
held last March in the Houston area at
the Pasadena Fairgrounds. Most IGRA
events also include countryv-western
dance competitions.

While there is, of course, a level of
danger for the competitors, the IGRA
has strict rules regarding safety and
animal welfare. The association has an
international Animal [ssues Committee
whose LGBT cowboys and cowgirls track
issues related to animal use, annually
review animal use and welfare policies,
and report directly to the IGRA annual
convention

According to Pool, the Gay Rodeo
Finals draw in thousands of participants
and are often second only to Pride events
as the largest gay gatherings in a host
city. This is the third year Fort Worth
has won the bid for the event, which
spans three days.

As for the seemingly opposing worlds
of conservative rural America and gay
roden, Pool states with the pride of a
longtime organizer and participant,
“People who come to gay rodeo are more
concerned about how you treat your
horse, or how well you ride, than who you
are sleeping with afterwards.”

What: 2013 World Gay Rodeo Finals

When: October 17-20

Where: John Justin Arena at the Will
Rogers Memorial Center, 3401 West
Lanecaster Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas

Details: igra.com.

Karen Derr is a Houston-area Realtor
and the founder of Boulevard Realty. She
writes and speaks about home and small-
husiness topics.
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* Swing Sets
= Furniture
» Game Tables

832.726.3505 | www.FiredUpAssemblers.com
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Let Us Assemble [l
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Owned & Operated by Firefighters
* Gazebos & Grills

+ Port. Basketball Goals
+ Exercise Equipment
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OCTOBER IS
BREAST CANCER
AWARENESS
MONTH!

Preventing and detecting breast cancer
early saves lives! Increase your chances
of early detection by having regular

mammograms

Appointments available

Call Glorio ot 832.341.8718

MAIN CAMPUS
713.426.0027
2150 West 18R Street | Saite 300 | Houston, TX 77008

00 AN - 600 PM Mon-Tho | S:00.AM -

www. hacsixs.org

(Maclean's, 3/8/13, Elio lannacci)

“I can't name names but my friend
called who is a big oligarch |in Russial,
and asked me if I'd like to be an
ambassador for the Olympics and open
the show. I immediately said no. 1
want to know why all of this gay hate

just exploded over there. He said the

Russian people don't feel the way the

government does.”

rFAMNCIS

(La Chviita Cattofica, 9/19/13, Fr. Antonio Spadara)

A

Compiled by
Blase

sara G ilb ert (actress/cohast of The View) DiStefana

( The Huffington Post, 9/12/13)
s part of secret-spilling week on The Talk, Gilbert began
by describing how she dated Johnny Galecki (now
starring on The Big Bang Theory) as a teenager back in
the 1990s while filming Roseanne. *1 thought he was super
cute and had a total erush on him. We started dating and
he would come over and we would make out, and
then I would start to get depressed. Johnny fel
badly, | think, and started to take it personally
and didn’t understand what was going on. So 1
eventually told him that I thought it was about
my sexuality, and he was super sweet about it.”
Before the episode of The Talk aired, she
called GGalecki and told him she was planning on
telling the story. He gave his full support, saying
he is proud of her and offering to appear on the
show to hold her hand if she needed.

All smiles: Sara Gilbert and Johnny Galecki on the set of The Big Bang
Theory when Gilbert guest-starred on the show in 2007. Inser: Gilbert

and Galecki on the set of Roseanne in the nineties.
'L Nancy Pelosi
@Nang ."I!-:'."“-:':

Hopefully, when Pres. # Putin says "we must not forget
that God created us equal” he includes gays and lesbians

“A person once asked me, in a provocative \ in Russia.
manner, if | approved of homosexuality. I replied T e S 11:34 AM
with another question: “Tell me: when God loeks
at a gay person, does he endorse the existence of
this person with love, or reject and condemn this

person?’ We must always consider the person.”

Thank You QOutSmart Readers for voting us
2013 Best Attorneys in Houston and Galveston

Dehbie Hunt & Connie Moore

Mario Cantone
(Miss America Pageant, 3/15/13, ABC)
Re: LGBT ally Miss Texas lvana Hall had just sung a sultry “Fever” when
co-host Lara Spencer interviewed judge Mario Cantone before the commercial break.
“I'm overwhelmed. It's very powerful. They're all beautiful, and it's very difficult, and they
(eireas, Corrd . _ keep coming at you. | feel like I'm in some gay-to-straight conversion right now. It’s intense.
(Seventeen 1013 = ... I can’t wait—when we come back [from the commercial break], I'll be straight.”

“I have
two gay
brothers and
two straight
brothers, and my gay brothers
were treated horrifically until
they grew up and understood
how to deal with it. I will
delete you and I will block
you, and you will not be
part of my life if you
ever say anything bad
about my brothers.”

(CNN, 8/30/13, John King)
John King says that Mayor Annise Parker would “like to
marry her partner of twenty-three years, Kathy.”
Cut to Mayor Annise Parker: | wanna get married in my
city, in my state. I'm gonna get married in Houston.
John King: When will that happen?

II DON'T MESSWfﬁI TEXAS _ § Parker: It'll be in my lifetime. . ..

Houston I f political shift?

GILEES AL ECKI DM %
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DVD Shorts

Behind the Candelabra
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ho.com). —Tray Carrington

The Bling Ring

T et 7

via the Internet. Th
& LIang ),

_oppoia, Lionsgate

| (lionsgateshop.com). —Surie Lynde
! The Wirard of 0z
i1 — |ICM's sublime
| The QRP 1933 paece
' el
\ S A 5 available again
| OZ anew 75th
! Anniversary Colle
| for's Edition, |

includes Blu-
Blu-ray 3D, DVD,
¥ and UltraViolet

| ied incarnation of Our Lady of the
[ Green-Faced Witches as she fights to get
| her dead sister's shoes back from that
dreadful litthe Dorothy. Warner Home

Videa (whshop.com). ~fock Stalnaker I

‘Call Me Kuchu’

The struggle continues

ussia’s recent antigay law

banning the “propaganda

of nontraditional sexual
relations to minors™ has the
international community up in
arms. Celebrities are boycotting
the upcoming Winter Olympics
m Sochi. LGBT bar owners are
pouring their Russian vodka into
the streets.

But with time, headlines
fade—even when conflicts are
not resolved. Call Me Kuchu
reminds us not to forget those
headlines—especially when they
read, “Kill-the-Gays Bill Pro-
posed in Uganda.”

Directed by filmmakers
Katherine Fairfax Wright and
Malika Zouhali-Worrall, Call Me
Kuchu follows the life of David
Kato, Uganda's first openly gay
man, and his small band of “ku-
chus,” a local term for “queers.”

Thig 18 not your average ac-
tivist documentary. Kato and his
followers are living in a country
where homosexuality is illegal
and punishable by incarceration
for up to fourteen years.

Merely existing is a constant
battle, as locals seem fixated on
eradicating homosexuality from

112 OCTOBER 2013 OutSmartMagazine.com

lllegal:

__ Uganda's
' first openly
gay man,

David Kato.

the country. The local tabloid
publishes pictures of any LGBT-
identified person with headlines
reading, “Hang Them,” to feed
the public’s obsession with ha-
tred. When interviewed for this
film, the newspaper’s editor
showed no remorse.

The intimate stories told by
Kato and his followers reveal
just how deep the horrors for
LGET people in Uganda run. We
meet Stosh, a trans-man who
suffered through a “corrective”
rape after a man caught him
fooling around with a young
woman when he was still a teen-
age girl. This same man infected
him with HIV.

Then there's Naome, a femni-
nine lesbian with two children
she provides for after leaving a
loveless heterosexual marriage
so she could be honest about her
sexuality.

And of course there's Kato, a
teacher and activist who, despite
his strong will and leadership, is
constantly scared to sleep alone
in his bedroom for fear of being
murdered in the night.

Overcoming hardship, they
find strength and hope in com-
munity. It's all laughs and
amiles during anniversary par-
ties and household drag balls,

held out of sight in the privacy
of their homes

Outside those walls, smiles
are scarce. American evangeli-
cal leaders, who no longer get
much support for their antigay
message at home, have found
new believers in Uganda. Rid-
ding this nation of homosexual-
ity will return the country to
prosperity, they say, Ugandans
must take action against “sod-
omites” who “corrupt” and “re-
cruit” their children.

This message resonated
with Ugandan parliament
member David Bahati. In
late 2009, he submitted the
Anti-Homosexuality Bill, often
known as the “Kill the Gays”
bill. The bill prescribes life 1m-

prisonment for “the offense of
homosexuality” and the death
penalty for “aggravated homeo-
sexuality.”

Kato fought hard against
this bill until January 2011,
when a man he had previously
been kind to bludgeoned him
to death with a hammer, Kato
was forty-six.

Although this tragedy
shocked both the filmmak-
ers and Kato's friends, his
death was not in vain. The
murder sparked international
eondemnation, and his killer
was ultimately captured. The
anti-homosexuality bill was
also tabled shortly after Kato's
death, but it has since been
revived,

Kate’s band of followers
vows to never give up the fight.
Until this bill is killed once and
for all, a luta continua—the
struggle continues,

From Cinedigm Entertain-
ment (newvideo.com). B
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ith over 900 physicians

'T* Physicians
The faculsy of

The Unrversery oF Texas Meoicar Scaoor ar Houston

board certified in more than
80 specialties, our doctors are ready to

care for you and your Specific health We have two locations for our HIV/AIDS clinic:

UT Physicians at Texas Medical Center
6410 Fannin, Suite 600
Houston, Texas 77030
UT Physicians at Bellaire
6700 West Loop South, Suite 520,
Bellaire, Texas 77401

needs.

Our select clinicians specializing in
HIV/AIDS including primary care and
HIV pregnancy care bring forth the
latest treatments through clinical trials

Accepting new patients _
www.UTPhysicians.com | 1-888-488-3627

and evidence-based medicine.
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‘Sean Saves the World’

[|'r‘ New Norma ':-'-'1'." |'1 NBC { sr': (o]

kind of n mess, She talks before
she thinks, but she has the best in
tentions. They met at his wedding
to a woman, and she outed him!”
The fast-paced trailer now

YBY!Z Sean [SEﬂﬂ llll'-'nl-l al nbe.com gives poten
Hayes) and daughter tial viewers a glimpse of what to
Ellie (Samantha Isler) expect when thev tunie in to Sean
rejoice while mom Saves the World.
(Linda Lavin) looks ;
concerned in the new \ -
NBC sitcom Sean yvou and Mom have sex?” inquires
Saves the World. daughter Ellie (Samantha Isler)
as Sean nervously drops a pile

“If you're gay then how did

dishes. “Fish have
says mom Lorna. “You just drop
them and go!™

“*She’s a force of nature,” Lavin
says of Lorna. “She’s a very ener
getie, funny woman, with a strong
affection for her son. They see life
the same way, and she’s very com-

mitted to his '|::§l_:|i'|='.-- o

“ hope it runs for a million expected to be huge hits. Both debuted Hilty feels that Sean's gayness it
ears,” says Megan Hilty. “Or with great fanfare and initially brought ineidental to the story, “It's just another

at least seven.” The actress in decent numbers. No one is sure what detail of who he is,” she says. “It's not
ery happy about being reunited happened when both series ultimately ‘OMG, he'’s gay!’ He just is. That says a
\'.|I|1 Sean Hayes (Will and Grace) failed. Yet NBC, which brought both lot about where we are now.”

in the new NBC sitcom Sean Saves shows to the airwaves, is willing to try In the aftermath of the New Normal/

the World. Last season, the pair was again. Smash failures, we'll have to wait and

seen in & five-episode story arc on the “The New Normal didn't have Sean see whether or not Sean Saves the World

cherished if embattled musical drama []:1_\1‘.-:.'}-\1_“' TV legend Linda Lavin clicks with viewers. The online trailer
Smash. On {Alice). “He's an ex- is genuinely funny, and the buzz around

Smash, Sean dﬂd b&‘St frleﬂ(j le ”rﬂet traordinary talent.” rlu.- show has been |'1||.~.'|l_|\'~'-. =i |'1r'-|.":1:|_:|.--'

Hayes In the new this time the Peacock Network will
and Hilty } I E dd 8 n series, Hayes plays enjoy the kind of success they saw with
plaved Sk e ngoa Wor??a ' Sean! He's a single Will and Grace.
co-stars on :Eiﬂd She DLJTEd h'rﬂl gay dad whose wise, “When you start a new show, you
Broadway wisecracking teen hope for a long life,” says Lavin. “You
in an ill-advised musical based on daughter (from a previous marriage) has hope for growth, and for a substantial
Dangerous Liarsons. Though Smash moved in with him, As he struggles to be income for those working on the show.”
harely got through its second season, the best dad he can be, he also searches Tune in to NBC on Thursday, Octo-
it amassed an intensely loyal eult for Mr. Right, deals with the boss from ber 3, at 9 p.m., for the premiere of Sean
following that continues to support its hell, and spars with Lorna, his overbear- Saves the World.
reruns on the Ovation Network, and ing but loving mom (Lavin). Hilty |
its DVD release. Liz, Sean’s best friend. : .

o : ™ r e e S e cisco, His eclectic wril career includes

Smash, along with The Ne: Sean Saves the World is an identifi- L.GBT n .y
Normal, were both canc : able story about a gay single dad as he and the Times of Israel.
past summer after struggling in the balances his home and work life,” says
ratings. Both series featured gay Lavin, “I'm delighted to be a part of it
characters in leading roles and were It's a terrific company filled with talented

people and talented writers.”
“Sean Haves is magiecal, ineredibly
funny, and a nice guy,” says Hilty “Liz is

David-Eljjah Nahmod lives in San Fran-
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GrooveOut Shorts

Elton John
The Diving Board

Sarah McLachlan
The Essentiol Sarah McLachlan

Rudimental
Home

LGBTunes _

Susan Werner

unx (aka
Seth Bog-
art) 1sn’t
through surprising
ind thrilling us
quite vet. From his
{dark) roots in thi
-|!.JL'|'|'-|'|‘.'L";1'LI act
Gravy Train!!!! to
his sole work (Hair
dresser Bluesis a
jueer-pop must) to
his muind-blowing
turn as the front
man of gay garage
band Hunx &
His Punx, he has
lots of tricks up
his leat ner-jad ket
sleeve. Crank
up the volume and
mood he set on
Hunx & His Punx’s
lo-fi 2011 debut Too
Young to Be in Louve,
Hunx goes straight
for your eardrums
on the aptly titled
Street Punk I;,:Pl]a_\
Art). Reduced to a
trio (from a quintet),
what Hunx & His
Punx lack in num-
bers they make ug
for in sheer volume and aggres
sion. Hunx shares viseeral voecal
duties with bass player Shannon
Shaw, and they run through a
slew of emotions over the course
of a dozen songs that penetrate
the listener like the needle of a
tattoo gun. From the (ga)rage of
“Everyone’s a Pussy,” “Don't Call
Me Fabulous,” and “Kill Elaine,”
to lighter fare such as “Born
Blonde™ and sophisticated cuts
including “Mud in Your Eyves”
and “You Think You're Tough,”

Street Punk earns its street cred

From the sound
of it, Susan Werner
hasn't taken off the
cowboy boots she
slipped on for her
2011 album Kick
tng the Beehtve. The
twang is still intact
on her latest, the
apt |.‘. titled Havseed
Sleeve Dog I||||
Tigers). Werner,
who has a gift for
finding a balance
between the humor
ous and the serious,
continues to do s
on this album. Hay
seed, with its farmer
theme, opens with
the sly wink of “City
Kids" and then
turns more serious
on “Snowmobiles.”
Werner brings a
smile to our lips
orn “Herbicides,”
“Towa.” and ”]'.It_';,’
Money,” while songs
such as “While You
Wait for the Rain,”
“Something to Be
Said,” and “Plant
the Stars” are good

examples of her somber side
The late drag legend and
actor Divine is the subject of
the marvelous doc I Am Divine.
Divine’s career as a dance mu-
gi¢ artist during the mid-'80s
is highlighted in the film. The
1Import reissue dise Maid in
England (Cherry Pop) features
some of Divine's biggest hi-NRG
club hits including “You Think
You're a Man,” “Walk Like a
Man,” and “I'm So Beautiful,”
all performed in Divine's own
“distinctive singing style.” The
fifteen-track disc includes three
bonus tracks, 12-inch mixes of
the aforementioned songs
Trans musicians are rapidly
moving to the forefront of the

LGBT music scene. Singer/fwrit

r-."-.u.-:nlr.'n||_--':|L-r|'.'|-t-'[n-"-r'l'|:|'||'---r'
Elias Krell, formerly of the Ho-
moticons, steps out on his own
with the self-titled disc by his
new band Eliag Krell & the No
Good. The ten songs are Krells
“first serious attempt to ex-
plore a through-line” between
the jazz and blues voealists of
the mid-twentieth century and
contemporary female singer/
Intersstin

cOvers are of songs
ers Rufus Wainwright (*Vi-
brate”) and Stephin Merritt
“This Little Ukulele™). The
best of the originals includes
the imstrumental “Won't Help
You Dance” (in which Krell's
accordion plays a prominent
role) and "Averay.” Laura
].'l'ﬂ'-,'.|'|ll'- wed E'i:l_"' Area-based
indie folk singer/songwriter
Eli Conley describes himself
as “an out gay transgender
man.” You can hear Conley’s
Virginia roots in his voice and
in his lyrics throughout his
Indiegogo-funded debut album
At the Seams (eliconley.com)
In fact, the Commonwesalth
sets name-checked in the song

"Dry as Sin.”

Dare and Stephen Sor

i
Passion: 2013 New York Cast
Recording, log on to OutSmart

Magazine.

Te _";.fur_ll.-n,-r'u 15 reg
hutor to OutSmart
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VISIT STERLING McCALL FIAT TO DESIGN
YOUR NEW 2013 FIAT 500 OR 2014 500L

STERLING McCALL FIAT

SATURDAY SUNDAY

MON-FRI

9AM-8PM 9AM-7PM CLOSED

713-981-3921
FiatOfSouthWestHouston.com
10505 Southwest Fwy. Houston, TX 77074
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TUTS Ungerground

ouston musical theater
fans hungry for the genre's
cutting-edge fare might want

to cancel that trip to the Big Apple

With TUTS Underground, Theatre

Under the Stars hopes to deliver
New York's freshest, most innovative
musicals to Zilka Hall in downtown
Houston's Hobby Center

It's all about loeation, location,
location—the prime real estate being
front-row seats to some of the latest

New York shows. Also, the intimacy

Innovative Musicals

Bloody Borden: Lizzie is a rock
musical that retells the legend of
America’s first axe-wielding double-
murderess, Lizzie Borden.

Ballad, could also provide employment

Al actors

‘ickets to TUTS Underground pro-

18 range from $24 to $49

enridge, the CEOQ and

of Zilkha Hall’s five-hundred-seat duetior

theater puts fans close to the action. John Bree

While some of the shows, includ- president of TUTS, says the new venture

ing Lizzie and 50 Shades!, are tours, has been brewing for a long time. *“We

ten to twelve local performers will are thrilled to finally make it a reality,”
probably nab roles in Hands on a he says, “Through our strong New York

Hardbody. The fourth show, Murder City connections, we are granted unpar

Tany
Haliman

16th Annual Juried Fine Arts Festival

S )

October 19-20, 2013
Saturday 10am-6prm
Sunday 10am-5prm

Buy directly from over 125 leading artists, craftsmen and artisans!
Adult admission $5 | Free for children 12 & under

800.821.1894
www.ARToberFEST.com

A
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alleled access to the freshest, most
innovative musicals eoming out of the
Broadway community. As a multi-mail-
ion-dollar musical theater organiza
tion, we have the unique opportunity
to take new material from obscurity to
notoriety right here in Houston, That
15 pretiy exciting.’

TUTS artistic director Bruce
Lumpkin adds, I want to bring impor-
tant theater to Houston—shows that
make people think and view the world
around them differently and from a
new and exciting angle. TUTS Under-
ground will showease just how dynamic
musical theater can be. Houston is

ready for this. TUTS is ready for this.”

s wrote about the

1erous theater pieces in

1her tssue of OutSmart

BEFORE THE BEATLES, BEFORE THE STONES,
ONE KID WAS MAKING HISTORY
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Art Festival

Houston, Texas — October 12-13, 2013

bayoucityartfestival.com
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by
Kit van
Cleave

ReadOut Shorts

Lave in the Time of Global Warming
Francesca Lia Block

s it

~Aisha Bouderdaben

Hide and Seek: Out of the Darkness
and Inte My Life
Dr. José Beth Smolensky

(inkwaterpress.com) —Angef Curtis

If Raising My Rainbow: Adventures in

| Raising o Fabulous, Gender Creative Son
1 Lori Duron

|

what a boy s gnd sn'L Broagway Books
l (crownpublishing.com). =A.C. I
I
!
; | 120 OCTOBER 2013

Painful Tales

Successful gay American men of color tell their stories

EDITED gy KEITH poy

eith Boyvkin has had a
lot of experience with
he despair of being a
gay American black man who
was bullied and humiliated in
childhood for not living up to an
itber-masculine image
In the introduction to his
new anthology For Colored Boys
Wha Have Considered Suicide
When the Rainbow Is Still Not
Enough, Boykin recalls trying to
estimate the number of U.5. gay
men who have recently commit-
ted suicide, including friends
These personal tragedies moved
him to request submissions for
a new anthology about black
men who suffered through their
childhoods and coming-out pe-
riods. The resulting book is a
remarkable group of essays from
successful men like himself who
have distinguished academic
and professional backgrounds.
Their stories, however, are
marked with pain. Most seemed
to know very early—at five or
six vears of age—that they were
gay, and most of them also had
childhood sexual experiences.
Their communities and relatives
forced them into the closet with
name-calling or threats.

OutSmartMagazine.com

jobs, and sometimes

1.l|I For Colored Boys Who Have Considered Suicide

When the Rainbow is 5till Not Enough

Edited by Keith Boykin

2013 » Magnus Books (magnusbooks.com)

280 pages = $15.95 « paperback

Only a few of these writers
were effeminate; several were
pro football or basketball play-
and others served in Iraq.
While they all finally found
their way to sanity and inner
peace, their struggles cost them
their adolescence,
relatives, friends,

even their parents

Daren J. Fleming,
in “The Night Diana
Died,” remembered
when he was part of
a group of four out
black men attending
Millikin University in central
Ilinois. He and his “boys” went
shopping before a theater party,
and some of them were “faunt-
ing” on the streets when several
white men in a pickup tried to
run over them, Later, at the
party, a girl came up to Daren
and told him the “townies” had
infiltrated the party and were
loocking for them to beat them.
Other students helped them to
narrowly escape the party. It
was a bone-chilling experience
followed by a rash of anti-black
and homophobic incidents in the
small college town

In “Just the Two of Us,”
Curtis Pate I1I recalled when he

Keith Boykin

took his lover, Carwyn, home
to meet his parents as he was
coming out. His parents had
always been supportive and
loving. However, when the
introduction came, his father
stood and said, 1 don’t want
to hear about these
sick feelings you
have. | want you and
that thing out of my
house, now.” For the
next ten years, he
never spoke to his
folks about his life.
When he finished
Rutgers University,
became financially success-

ful, and bought a home—with
Carwyn—his family finally
accepted them both.
Highlighting the close
relationship between the
black community and Protes-
tant churches, Boyvkin notes
that several of these writers
were lay ministers as teens,
taught Bible study elasses, and
then were excluded from —+

WELLS

FARGO

We look through the eyes of
many

and promoting diversity means having an appreciation for difference. At

m Tares | e e T sl gy i et em o { o T == 55 el ey g
o, we welcome and value the insights and perspectives drawn from unique

ences. It is those distinct vpoints that provide us with the creativity

o

and fresh thinking we need to help

all our customers reach their financial goals.

When individuals succeed, communities thrive

wellsfargo.com

© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
All rights reserved.
Member FDIC. 124910 10/13

Together we'll go far
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CALL ME! I can help you

with Same-Sex Immigration.

amontes@amonteslaw.com | www.amontesiaw.com

The Art of Fitness
by ferry Morris

Certified Personal
Fitness Consultant

2215 Lawrence 5t
The Heights
NO gym membership
required

917 886 8844

www.theartoffitnessbyjerrymorris.com

theartoffitnessbyjerrymorris@gmail.com
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A Vintage Inn, Tropical Garden g‘
& Wedding Chapel
1103 33" Street, Galveston, Texas 77550
RESERVATIONS CALL (800) 930-1866

Simple, but intimate, private & exceptionally elegani!

I sial time t u;.'-llnl

phin Resort pre

st romantic trapical setting on Galve

Galveston's nnly luxury resort...

Featuring all suites with private
“Jacuzzi-For-Two AquaSpas!” ﬁ

Yo www.MermaidAndDolphin.com A
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DutSmart Readers’
Choice Award 2007-2012

hair sulcn

515 Westheimer 713 524-7858

www.hairsalonhoustonicom
Man. = Fri. 10am - 7pm | Sai. 10am - Spm | Sun. Closed

THE ELECTRIC CHMR

Since

CUSTOM TATFOOS
BODY PIERCING

Thanks for voling us
Houston's BEST

tattoo & piercing studio!

OUTSMART READERS

CHOICE AWARDS 2013

$10. OFF W/ AD |

8722 Richmond Ave. @ Fondren
& ¥ legircha o

713-780-3500 H

CALL NOW
for an A/C
System

Checkup!

Amertcan
Stavdard

www.tejasair.com

832.287.6117

tejasair@sbeglobal.nel  TacLamosiac

TejasAir

A/C - Heating Service & Sales

Read Out [HS.

leadership positions when their secret was

SR SO r
7 from page 120

revealed. Some of the writers are quite
hostile about how pastors—many of whom
are gay—thunder from the pulpit about
the damnation and hellfire brought on by
homosexuality. Even today, the hypocrisy
is staggering; black churches accept gay
people as long as they never speak about
sexual issues

A particularly touching story was filed
by José David Sierra, better known as
the drag performer Jessica Wild. Born in
Puerto Rice, he was always more feminine
than masculine, so his schoolmates, aunts,
and cousins taunted him early on with a
variety of insulting names—pato, maricon,
foca, nena. As a result, he spent much time
alone, writing, dancing, drawing, and cre-
;|=."[1"J11'1'il.

When Sierra was sixteen, his mother

allowed him to start dance c¢lasses, and

he immediately started planning a career
in show business. As he started going to
gay clubs and saw drag queens for the firs
time, he decided he should do drag because
his purpose in life was to entertain, His
friends helped him, and scon he was a
popular entertainer all over the country.

When RuPaul had a concert in Puerto
Rico, the producer asked Jessica Wild to be
in the opening of the show. Due to his sub
sequent TV appearances, Sierra’s parents
soon discovered not only that he was gay,
but a drag performer. Their reaction: “El
es mi hijo. No importa lo que haga lo voy
a reconocer.” (“He's my son. I'm going to
know my son no matter what.”)

After Sierra first saw RuPaul’s Drog
Race, he auditioned for the second season
and was chosen. He flew to Los Angeles for
the international hit show, and his career
took off. Today he says, “It's just about do-
ing what [ love and making your dreams
come true.”

The title of Boykin's anthology comes,
of course, from Ntozake Shange’s play, first
presented in New York, about a group of
women who suffer indignities and trag-
edies, yet continue to thrive. For Cofored
Girls Who Have Considered Suicide When
the Rainbow is Enuf (1974) was produced
in 2010 as a film starring Janet Jackson,
Whoopi Goldberg, Anika Noni Rose, and
other major actresses of color,

Joykin has certainly reclaimed his life,
having attended Harvard Law School with
President Obama and served as a special
assistant to President Clinton, He is eur
rently serving as a political commentator
for CNN, MSNBC, and CNBC,

Thoroughly recommended.

Kit van Cleave is a freelance writer living

in Montrose. She has published in local,
national, and international media.

FOR MENTAL HEALTH

AWARENESS

REGISTER ONLINE AT:
WWW.THEHOUSTONWALK.ORG

Mission Statement:

The Walk for Mertal Heailth Awareness
- Hauston is a community based event
to raise awareness and funds for
greater Houston area non-profit
agencies and programs that provige
merital health services.

Vision Statement:

For those struggling under the weight
of deprassion or a mental finess, past
failures or harmiful relationships,
evaryday ving can feel like a death
sentence. The physical, mental and
emptional suffering steals the heart out
of life and if left untreated, will
ultimately destray them. There is help
and there is Hope. But you can only
find this by reaching oltside of
yoursaif, The Walk for Mental Health
Awarenass — Houston is a celebration
of hope of the life after mental lliness
and a call to action by people in.otr
community. We are a "Positive Public
Diglog”

'\,1 Menninger* ,> dayou City

0,

RIGHTSTEP

LIVE LIFE SOnER

SATURDAY OCT 12, 2013
SPOTTS PARK

WALK 401 SOUTH HEIGHTS BLVD

Our theme this year is “Optimism — Your glass is % full!"
We are wanting to be as GREEN as possible ....Ride you bike or car pool,
Walk will start at 8 AM sharp by Mayor Annise Parker

The Walk for Mental Health Awareness - Houston

Date and Time:

Saturday - October 12, 2013 -8:00am. - 11:30am.
On site registration and packet pick-up will open at 7 AM
We will have off-site parking - posted on web site & Facebook

FIND US ON
Program

7:20am Soji Ceremony

728 Art of Living Foundation will lead walkers through a stretching and breathing centering routine
7:40  Remarks by Walk creator ©. Patrick Mclivain

T:45am  Introduction of guests

Location

Spotts Park - 401 5. Heights Blvd. @ Willia St. (Tennis Courts), Houston, TX 77007

On METRO bus Routes:

34 Montrase Crosstown (5. Heights @ Wilka/Feagan)
36 Kempwood/Lawndale (Washington @ Haights)
50 Harrisburg/Heights (Walk south on Heights)

Pragam Details:

This s a family fun eveni! You can walk and even aptionally bring vour dog to the walk $6 lace up your
Sneakers and grab your leash, this is also a dog fendly event! Al dogaies on feash with collar have
free access to our "Pup Tent® (sponscred by Bayou City Vetennary Hospital), humarns MUST be
accompanied by a doggie to gain entrance. The Walk also features a wonderful Mental Health Expo
with exciting extiliits, resource booths fo help you find the right pecple to help in your farmily jourmey
and of course refrashments, family entartainmant and so much maore!

Thank youw HISO HS - for Law Enforcement & Crirminal Justice & DeBakey HS for Heaith Professions

: 713.705.7058 Email: patrick@thehoustonwalk.org
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Calendar of Events

Compiled by
Marene
Gustin

124

PERFORMING ARTS
* THROUGH DLrUBI:'P 12

af futs

of 56
com for more |

* THROUGH Orrnp,Fn 19
The Pine. The Catastrophic Theatr

world premiere
the auth

* THROUGH QICTOBRER 20
Immediate Family. T)
1 with thi
ENSemplenauston I
You Can't Take It wrl'ﬁ You. This In arious Pulitzer U

play teatures the
alleytheatre.arg for
* THrRouGH OCTOBER 26

the seas

TIZE-WININEG

.1' Actars

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING: a few lines of info about your event; d
E-mai w0 To: calendar@outsmartmagazine com, Mart iNFo 1a;

3 _'|"|-""1|||-1|| {a]i}

f YOu were a fan of ]_\]|\IIII'='_[';l|'I|1{.'I and filmmaker

lmothy Greenfield-Sanders” HBO documentary
The OUT List, yow'll love the exhibit at Hiram Batler
Gallery (4520 Blossom Street). From October 5
through November 30, the gallery shows Greenfield-
Sanders’ companion portrait exhibit of the same title
The QUT List photography exhibit features portraits
of high-profile members of today's LGBT commu
nity in America, including The OUT List documen-
tary stars: screenwriter Dustin Lance Black; former
Log Cabin Republican executive director R. Clarke
Cooper; former NFL football plaver Wade Davis;
TV personality Ellen DeGeneres; co-founder of
groundbreaking LGBT organizations Larry Kramer
writer/activist Janet Mock; actress Cynthia Nixon;

* OctoBeER 2-6

OLTC:BER 3-26

this mis
.-r!:.u jor

MOVIg
Check sro-pre

Classic Soul. H
ame soul clas

. OcToBer 4-26

. O croeer 10
Thurs&av Cnn cerl:s at Discmrer}' Green A In £

(b1 4]
.,Jt.on |I1r 5eC rLt; See

atla\ at

Lizz 5
* Ocroser 1

new album drops. See
* DeToBER 12

that span t

Houston Fringe Festival

Young ankemfem B 1

*» Octoser 4-6

. Ocmal—:ﬁ .IO 20
Lizzie, TUTS's "killer”

The Growlers. Catch th

nart f\.]ﬂ{l-ﬁ-‘ ne,

finance author and TV personality Suze Orman,
New York City Council Speaker and mayoral candi

date Christine Quinn; lead vocalist of Scissor Sisters

Jake Shears; stand-up comedian and actress Wanda
Sykes; and Mushm educator Wazina Zondon.

'‘OUT’ in Houston: The OUT
List exhibit includes pho-
tos of (clockwise from far
left) ballroom performer
Twiggy Pucci Barcon,
iconic drag queen Lady
Bunny, actor Neil Patrick
Harris, and Dallas County
sheriff Lupe Valdez.

The QUT List documentary
released in June of this
year, follows in the same
vein as Greenfield-Sanders’
well-known projects About
Face: Supermadels Then
and Now, The Latino List,
and The Black List. » There
15 an opening receplion

at the gallery on October

5 from 11 am. to 1 p.m,
For more information, call
713/863-7097 or visit hiram

butler.com. —Marene Gustin

» Ocroeer 14 & 15

cv-:le
ot informa ollection fc

. Ocroaer 15

Seet

» DcToBeR 'IE

Mal
f

. OLrUHEu 17

concert in the park fe
owerful :

196 ||||'||:|'.|

v Theatre presents this
ithor Ira Levin. See

concert

[Unng
the.

' Ocmstn 26

NO LISTINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE DEADLINE DATE—5 .-PM THURSDAY, OG"O.B'EH' io.

OCTOBER 2

2013 Outsn

rartMagazine.com

Gruwn -up Stur\rhme

10ntH In the Round. I“"|"'-'-
Thursday Concerts at D!s:nvary Green
. OCTDEIER 18 20

Mu!un Pia\fs Mendelssohn.
: Ho I--IH.'I

Jerusalem String Quartet: Tlle Sh Dstn lnv |th

. E.D-uroafn 'IS 20'. &
Peter and me Hnrmr:her I

er, Patrice Pike, and Michelle
ucky Duck. Tickels a

COMMf BIRS.

Midori Plays Mendelssohn. 1".+" mo

. Ouoer:n 24*2? A
Mozart & Schumann. A classical Houston Sy

e houstonsympheny.arg
* Octoeer 25 & 26 :
The Buddy Holly Story. / high eniergy musical fea-

s greatest hits. At The Grand in Galveston,

tzlivemusic.com Peter and the Wo.'f A family favarite from the
Houston Symphaony. See houstonsym .08

t al Miller Qutdaor Theatre featunng . NOVI:ME-EE? 1
alre.com Young Trailblazers: Robert, Clara, and Jo-

hannes. |

ART & PHOTOGRAPHY
* THROUGH QcToBER 12
J(sm.‘een Ei:l'r!'n‘hnt:u'l»'iI ansorr anhﬂgs Harris {

L THROUGH Ocmsan 13
LaToya Rubr Fraz.'er W.‘TNESS A

* THROUGH O'.'TGl;_';ER 27
Through Soviet Jewuh .Eyes P.‘Ja!agmphr, War aﬂd’
h‘le Huiomust Halocaus exhit

Gn‘ts !ram the Past: The Isabel Brown Wilson {'a.'—
!er.rmn y Wer : C

AL i3
! Twww NJVE""

TransAMpMude A gr

* THROUGH NoveEMBER 24
From Here to Affemoon.

3] o) t the ..;-I"-
. THPDHGH Dec EMBER 8
Gaia. Rice |

I (! L; Th

* THrRouGH Decemeer 15

Calaveras Mexicanas: The ﬂrf and‘ .‘nﬂuence of
José Guadalupe Posada. Th: T !

. -ErH‘?DUCH January 11, 2014
Daniel Anguilu a.nd Aaron Para:ett Mural

WOLS A Re!mspecr.-ue !
amous European postwar artss | t The Meml C

. Ocm-ﬂrp 5

Jorge Galvin Flores: Paisaje RurafPassage Rot.
f ext

* OcToBER 5-31
Woven Spaces—Lines and Layers. \Work

Tseng Hill at the Archway Gallery, See arch
* Ocroeer 5-Novemeer 30

The OUH:S! Hiram Butler Gallery pr

. OFTOBEP 8 13
Performance and msiallannn ty WJIharn Basinski
and lames Elaine. The (r ] \

performance
178t 7 pam,
. OCTGBER 10 13

Texas (untempnrary Art Falr 5S¢0

Erigs rom a at J
Contemporary 1||.|'J"' 5
. OCTDE"R 19 & 20

being homeless
shouldn’t be punishable
by death

o arirres i our oty Bre ot 10 des

t. i's tme 1o

1IN impanance of spayir
oevens. To date.

relp, we oon

& Frered of

Did you know...

that 1in 3 are without health
insurance in Harris County and
that thousands of those are LGBT?

ylan Health Initiative of Houston, Inc

eliminates barriers

to healthcare for LGBET women and tran

To learn more, visit us at: www.LHIhouston.org
Or follow us on Facebook at: LHI - Houston

QutSmart OCTC
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GOES
WITH
BLACK.

INTRODUCING MINI PACEMAN.
Iounge seating

MOMENTUM MINI
10000 SOUTHWEST FWY
HOUSTON, TX 77074-1202
888-777-4081

MOMENTUMMINI.COM

*MSRP includes destination and handling charge

on of BMW of Nort
The MINI name, model names and ID"'U are
registered trademarks.

FLORIST WANTED

Intern * Intermediate * Experienced
For Immediate Hire At Houston's Finest Flarist

DAVID BROWN FLOWERS
Please contact David or Leon

713.664.0466

david @davidbrownflowers.com

custom web desjg
& =80 servicg

GRAPHICS
BY CINDY

CUSTOM WEB
DESIGN

TOP THE SERRCH
ENGCINES

10 YEARS
EMPERIENCE

A+ RATED
WITH BBB

sl for free Quote

EB‘I -650-9543 "

IR

ktkp s wrwew. Drophicsby Cindy. com/

LARSON FIRM

Immigration, Criminal & Personal Injury

ATTORNEYS
JOAN LARSON: Ex-Immigration Officer
KEITH LARSON: Ex-Harris County Prosecutor

713.688.8472

LarsonLawFirm.com

Calendal' continued fram previous page

* OcToBer 23
Julge Galvan Flores: Pmm;e ﬂorafPas:ﬁ'ge Rol
.-Ell rine exh r .I-I'I mber 15

RADIC
Aﬂer Hours Queer Radm mﬂr Am[ude features the

oMz

\ND OTHER FUN THINGS
= Ocroger 4

Pink Out nay
awareness by wearin

Transgender Snnal mth PFLaG PFLA

Susan G I(omen Race for the Cure. f
cancer at this annual @vent f

!rd Annual Beer Fest. |

'O_

Y

. OL.L._.EJ 19

D'Feet Breast Canrer
{ n. Cetads at dreetbrea
* OCTOBER 25&?5
32nd Island Oktoberfest. O
- 0 onrﬁ 2‘6
Huustnn Margarita Fes!wal A

alve

« OCTOBER 3'] Now
Lone Star Motorcycle I'tally.

inestarrally.com

and get your hog ready to roll o
OMNGOINI

» DaiLy (Sun —Fm }

HIV Tesllng. P

Mous, or Cox

» DAILY (MonN.~FR.)
HIV Testing. Free HIV fe

= DajLy (l':'ir_\r-a_-F!:l.}
HIV Testing. !
ofters free, co

il |-'-:|- Cr\,'.t.ll er'htcluh 10;
Lecacy '\1.,'. rose Cunic, 1

* WeekLy (Sunp mb)
The anens Gmup

Truth Room. 52 '..|. in St. = 715/529

* WeekLy (Monpays)

EMBody: Whole Health, Wellness and Resiliency
Peer group. . 1 ontrose - Cenler, 4 | Bt :E-I'-:.l: »
montrose “salinecente @+ 713/529-0(3

LBT Breast Cancer Survivers Support Group. 5pm
Mantrose Center, 401 Branard St « montrosecounseling
EMBody: Introduction to Yoga. |

Secounsehngoenter.org
Depréssian Bipolar Support Group. 7pm. Mot
enter, 401 Branard 5t = montrosecounselingcanter
Helping TransGenders Anonymous, i

Fathers First. H '

L .W"n:kv (Tuespays)
EMBody: Mlndlulness Well Eemg S:ress Reduc-
tinn im. Mantr 307 Br 1 5%, » montros

I-FI"..r Supporl Gruup Llln:h Blunch 1, Benng

HAI’CH 5 Transsender Suppnr‘t Group .'md 5§IEEI||.
Uullor'fnulh prm. Montrose Center, 401 Branard St. +
= WEEKLY (WI:L}.“L Ln-:.j
Guli Pudc fnr ‘l"uulh LppC
(=] |

HIV Supponcmuszsc 30pm. Bering Memaria

Houstnn Prlde Band .-\.__I! rass, woodwind, an
percussion players of all skill levels for rehears 7

Bethel UCC, 1107 Shepherd Dr, « 713/315-2525 = houstan

* WEEKLY fT'-IL.—"SDATS)

Center HIV Support Group. Faciliae
for HIV-positive individuals. &
ity ( r, Histonc

tcommunitye

|I' L5

Suuthem Cuunlr\r
iffers dance

105 S, = 50 ¥ v

. WFEr..w (Fri Ums)

HAT(H Youth Group. 7pm. Mor

yrel 51, = montrosecounseling
. WF.FHLV (SL.\naws)
HATCH Youth Group. & nirose 3rd
nard St, * montrosecot || ter.org

* SEMI=-MONTHLY (18T m-m 3Hu Fp-
Posﬂwe Brothers United, a soc

o Jl' HIV-positiy
| |"I Tl | i

! ."_.-]r.

. MDNT ALy (15T Sun.)
Parents and Frlends ol Lesblans and Gﬂ\rs :PFLAGJ
Houston pr ins of LG

[ ]

Fina your
rides: N
REVOLUT{ON E

4

Fast - 20MPH, fun, k‘hh__,
rides Like a bike
- no sweal!

Test Drive one Eod.a!_-’ ak:
1544 Westheimer Rd » (713)523-2453
www.RevolutionEBikes.com

s,
IRPOI =
| 1=5%
1. == %

Anxious,
depressed,
stressed,
compulsive,
or distracted?

MEN OFTEN TALK ABOUT:

Being competent in some areas
while struggling with others

Being tough on the outside
but hurting inside

Shutting down

Needing to belong,
but feeling separate

Hurt, pain, loneliness
Feeling unappreciated, inadequate,
or misunderstood

Difficult with understanding or
expressing their emotions

Sexual and relationship concerns

“ﬁrnm‘s?mmﬁ
Tony Carroll Lesw

houston,
Theraplstk m

1006 Missouri St. Houston, TX 77006

713-527-0000

www.HoustonTherapist.com

r
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-

TO BE YOUR
PARTNER

IN GETTING QUALITY

PROTECTION

FOR YOUR YOUR PARTNER
Equality is my policy.

Larry B. Lipton
j (281) 580-2510
; ponagency.com  Ajistate

Call me to put yourself in
Good Hands®™

SOUTHSIDE

ESPRESSO

FEATURING LOCALLY ROASTED COFFEE
BEER & WINE = DAILY SPECIALS

» Magazines
* Gifts
* Fleshjacks

of Lubricants
& Lotions

14002 Northwest Fwy- (Hwy 290)
(exit Tidwell | between Tidwell & Fairbanks N. Houston)

T713.462.5152 » executivexxxvideo.com

Mamed cne of the
Bast Massaga
Therapists
213

OutSmart
Readers’
Choice Awards

128 OCTOBER 2013 QutSmart

* Huge selection

3.042.9080 » 804-C Westhelmer & Grani St. (Behind Uehi)
www.SouthSideEspresso.com

PEST CONTROL
—T713-732-7742

& Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Cantral

This is Termite Swarming Season
Call us to Protect your Investment

Call
'Andy

for a free quote

BLANK SLATE

1720 Houston Ave. @ Crockett
832.830.8321 » www.blankslatelaser.com

'
ANDY’S ALL-STAR

Complete Pest Control Service @

Calendal“ continued from previous page

¢ MoNTHLY (15T SAT.)
First Saturday Arts Market. Local art

ng 1 org 4-3818
. Mohnur {Zrm T\JEE. )
Free I.agal Cnnsultatluns for F'Wﬁs ﬂ'l"' Founda-

; "--r'lr.n Jawkn.com
* MonNTHLY (2MD THURS.)
R\ran White Planning Cnun(il,
Loop South « rwpchousto

SPRY Potluck for Semms. L

401 Branard 5‘ * montrosécounseinge
13/529-00
Nah onal Lealher Association-Houston,

'pm. Montrose Center, Room 106 =

32/ '|' 17
. Mom»«u (2nD SaT.)

Hal;nnal Leather Assuﬂatmn Hnustnn Leather

naterials. Locations vary

I.
. MC!NTHL“' (390 SIJN )

I.OM Heet and Greet. I_r shians

. MGNTHLY (3nn Tqu )]
Affected Community Committee of the
White Planning Council. Noon. rwpchous

. H-c;:;r.r;u (3Irp WeD.)
Log Cabin Republicans.

stheimer = facebook.ci

Href=ts,
* MoNTHLY (ZSF.'D THURS.)
HW Testlng

0 igeente
EMBody To Cnok or Nul {n Cunk Demy
fpm '\]ﬂl trose

{ ,n—[l-rl s Ef
ham Room, 1805 W, Alabama = pflaghousto
* MonTHLY (3rD FRrI.)

Trlple D: Drkes Dinner, and Dlstussmn

|‘I‘ antiques, to

a DI:.LJ /BTy
» discoveryareen.com » 713/400-7336

+ MoNTHLY (4TH Sun.)

Share with the Clear Lake satellite of PFLAG

Hauston in & safe, confidential setting. 2-4
Area Unitarian Universalist Church Fellow:

Camino Real, Clear Lake » pilaghou

* WEeDNESDAYS, THURSDAYS &
mevs (m.l. MONTH :.cms)

ver Packa

Ghosls of th
Book into th |1 toric hul\'c:;’.
Hotel for this package and
you'll get a guided tour to
hunt for the haints. Check out
wyndham.com.

* Octoner 3-26

Young Franke The musi-
cal verasion of Mel Brooks's
hysterical movie 1s at the Ob-
sidian Art Space this month.
See sro-productions.com/
tickets for ticket information
* OCTOBER 5

1
i

: This
1110:1111 11 = a Jn'l.- showing of
frice at Saengerfest
1 Galveston, Movie
starts at dusk
* Ocrtoeer 18 & 19
AnD 25 & 25

ts along dway Cemelery
ur. A scary tour in Galves-
ton! See _"'1]\! stonmerchants
com for details
. Ocmaen 19

ad. Put on your

be -l unde :t] look and join

the Houston Zombie Walk to

raize money for local charities

and well, it's just fun!

See the website at houston

sombiewalk.org

L] O-:tcuaER 25
onster Bash. Halloween

p.n 1\ in dn'\ ntown Galveston

for the kiddies.

e .;!] o

HOW.

ng Halloween

tume contest. 4—8 p.m. South
Beach, 810 Pacific. Details at
H -..t|'u|-||!\f
CTOBER 31

l Jlllll'llll'[l rides, live musi
and trick or tre .1[1[1,-_'3 See
]|J[ Bura plf" com

deach. Two shows with
I]'| iwox, from RuPaul’s Drag
Race! Tickets are 215 in
advanee and $20 at the door,
See sobehouston.com for
details

IR's. Costume contest encour-
ages all things Nightmare on
Pacific Street for Montrose's

largest no-cover Halloween
Diggin' the dancing queens: dancing and more this Halloween. !""”- Call 713/521-2519.

* Ocrtoeer 26

Seance. Contact the spirtts aboard
the Tall Ship Elissa. See galves-
tonmerchants.com

for details

nnual 800 Facmc i

Annual high-heel drag race where
Annual high-heel o I

anyone can enter the race, in or
out of drag, just have to wear
heels! 9 p.m F'b-,lg_:’j,-é![';-]lilln on /800
Pacific Block. Race at 9:45 p.m
. Ocmasn 26-30

J Seare up some spirits
wl.‘h a tour of the 1838 Menard
House, See galvestonmerchants
com for details,
* Ocroser 26 & 31
IR's. Costume Contest encourages

CLUB HOUSTON

always open = steam * sauna * whirlpool * huge outdoor pool & patio

private dressing rooms * Jockers » full gym = guest memberships available * 18+ only

‘3 THE CLUBHOUSTON

Good.

Meteor. This y ar Meteor
hfl‘- gone crazy for vampires,
You're encouraged to enter
the costume contest in your
favorite vampire outfit or
any costume yvou want, Call
H o Encourages 713/521-0123 for details
patrons to dress as their favorite Mining Comp Encou
werewolf. Celebrating Hallow- patrons to dress a
een with no cover on October 26 vorite werewolf, Ce [
and 31st, Call 713/529-7488 for Halloween with no cover. Call
details. T13/529-7488 for details
* Ocroser 27 Fhe & ] tur

all things Nightmare on Pacific
Street for Montrose's larpest

no-cover Halloween party. Call
T13/521-2518

ly Ga Moody Gardens’
annual event. Free trick or treat
ing, games, and a costume contest
for kids hum ’_— f p.m.

Assisth {

[t's vour favorite late-night
IIHJ ror picture 1
City Theatrics with pre- and
post-parties and even a Time
i £ Dance Warp dance-off. See the
Ghoulish fun, IlJ.ih.]uU- hIL:H- company website at bavou
raffle, fabulous music, and cos- citytheatrics.com, B

Tokthese

One Easy Stop
Only @ Silverlust

Voted One of the Best
Jewelry Stores
2013 OutSmart Readers' Choice Awards

Stlvorlust
www.silverlustonline.com

1338-C Westheimer
713-520-5440

OutSmart OCTOBER 2013 129



2 ————

Photas by
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THE VICTORY FUND

FUNDRAISER FOR
MAYOR ANNISE PARKER

MEET DR. MATHY AT NUJUV

PLASTIC SURGERY CENTER

, // i, iy 5 - Specializing in Men’s Cosmetic Surgery

w

September 13

.

According to the American Society of Plastic Surgeons, it’s men that are fueling the risc in cosmetic surgery these
days. “I think it's become more acceptable, safer and less invasive,” says Dr. Jon Mathy. a board certified plastic
surgeon and director of Nuluv Plastic Surgery Center. “And that’s becoming apparent to men as well as women.”

Dr. Mathy should know, two thirds of his Sugar Land practice is made up of male patients, Most want an edge
up 1n the competitive workplace, they don’t want to look different so much as just a little younger and healthier,

“Men generally want more subtle results than women,” he says. “For example with sagging upper evelids they do
well with a smaller tuck to help them look refreshed without looking done.”

“We have also developed different techniques for men. In the torso we can correct ‘man boobs,” and use liposuction to accentuate a toned and
cut chest and abs.” he says. Body contouring, removing excess skin and fat after large weight loss, is another major part of his practice for men

NuJuv Plastic Surgery Center offers a full range of treatments for guys that also includes rhinoplasty, chin implants, and neck lifts, “Chin im
plants can deliver a squarer jaw line, and neck lifts can replace a double chin or turkey waddle with a more defined face and profile.” says Dr
Mathy.

THE EYE GALLERY
WEST UNIVERSITY
GRAND OPENING

Dr. Mathy opened his clinic a year and a half ago. He was raised in Sugar Land but left to attend Duke 1 niversity. where he graduated summa
cum laude. Then it was on to Stanford University School of Medicine and later Harvard Medical School for his plastic surgery training

He returned to his home community (o be near family and friends. He is board certified by the American Board of Plastic Surs EeoNs
September 7 Besides plastic surgery, Dr. Mathy also specializes in hair transplant techniques. “Hair restoration is nothing like it used to be with those plugs
at the hairline and a long scar in the back of the head from hair harvest.” he says

“Now we use microsurgery to harvest single hair follicles from the back of the head and transplant them along the receding hairline in front and
to add density for thinning hair on top. This provides very natural results.” The process is called Follicular Unit Extraction or FUE. For most
men this process can be done in the office, with no visible scarring and they can be back to work the next day

Dr. Mathy and the Nuluv Plastic Surgery Center are very supportive of the LGBT community They are proud that OuSmart readers have
selected them as Houston's Best Cosmetic Surgeon in this year's OutSmart Magazine Gayest & Greatest Survey

Dr. Mathy and his staff are located on US Highway 59 just southwest of Houston. You can learn more about Dr. Mathy and his staff at their
website. Call today for a consultation.

ACTUAL PATIENT | ACTUAL PATIENT

713.528.1201 - e
1201-F Westheimer BEFORE
Houston TX 77006
www.copydotcom.com

NUJUV PLASTIC SURGERY CENTER
16605 Southwest Freeway, Suite 175 « Sugar Land, TX 77479
281.846.4692 » www.NuJuv.com

CANVAS PRINTS co POSTERS | GREETING CARDS| MUCH MORE
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Photas by
Dalton DeHart

BAYOU CITY CONCERT
MUSICALS PRESENTS
“PAJAMA GAME"

September 10-15

JUMPER MAYBACH
"CLOWNTINUUM®

AT AURORA STUDIOS |

September 13
]

4 0 ! VEGAS
DENVER
CHICAGO
PHOENIX

! John Justin Arena
Will Rogers Memorial Center

FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY
OCTOBER 17 « 20, 2013

'tvSm'a Host Hotel: Hilton 2401 East Lamar Blvd. Arlington, Texas
FINE MEXICAN STEAK HOUSE L Yo Reservations (817) 640-3322, ext t‘:fi[}t!iI

STEAKS = WINE » SEAFOOD » COCKTAILS

322 Westheimer at Taft | 832.623.6467 | www.lacasadelcaballo.com (One of Houston's ; ww
11am-10pm Mon.-Thurs. | 11am-11pm Fri. & Sat. | 11am-5pm Sun. Brunch Best Steaknhouses Prﬂggﬂﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂg’?ﬁga?GDaEg:EeluNﬁ?sln.ga.tﬁmoM




Photos by
Daiton DeHart

C-BAR SATURDAYS
AT CAPITOL BAR
FUSE EVENT

September 14

BAYOU CITY
PERFORMING ARTS
2013 CRESCENDO SOCIETY

September 15

2 PHO SAIGON

" The Delicious & Healthy Alternative for a Busy Lifestyle!

Specializing in Savory Beef, Chicken & Egg Noodle Soups, Steamed Rice Plates and Vermicelli Bowls.

2808 Milam St., Ste. D (between Drew & Tuam) » 713.524.3734 » PhoSaigonNoodleHouse.com

134 SEPTEMBER 2013 QuiSmartMagazinecorn

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

T0 HELP PET OWNERS WITH HEALTH CHALLENGES

KEEP THEIR COMPANION PETS

www.pflaghouston.org

Where

Helpline 713-46P-FLAG m‘

£ . WWW.THEPETPATROL.ORG
G Tt x| 281.733.7696
Welcome! PETPATROLPARTNERS@SBCGLOBAL NET

EDUCATION pet patrol

* A PEOPLE PET PARTNERSHIP

| TUTSUNDERGROUND.COM

Brewing Up

Buaineas

A\
e
M“gsfﬁll’m _ “j

al S \
G I
“Thank You J —
OutSmart \

Readers P
for voting '
me as the

BEST

Female

Real Estate
Agent.”

Pat WalkEr SRES ®, Green®
(713) 412-6682

alker

Androphy Leadi g Ladies

uUNITED Y

713.558.TUTS
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Photos by

Dait
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on DeHart

THE EXECUTIVE
AND PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF
HOUSTON (EPAH)
2013 DINNER MEETING
AT TONY MANDOLA'S

September 17

BIG GAY BLOCK
PARTY AT THE
MONTROSE CENTER

September 20

Woodway at Voss

SEPTEMBER 2013 OutSmartMagazineicom

Enchilada Kitchen

One of “Ten Great
Mexican Restaurants

e
www.SylviasEnchiladaKitchen.com

Across the U.S.”

-USA Today

Westheimer at S. Dairy Ashford

OutSmart’s Candidate Q&A

cantinued from page 78

constituent service—"customer service”
if vou will—is the primary duty a district
council member owes to their residents
To be sure, District J has its ongoing
needs and challenges: erime, blight, lit-
ter, infrastructure in need of repair, ete.
Addr
management and attention. However, one
of the biggest challenges facing District

J specifically, and southwest Houston

ing those tasks 18 a matter of

generally, lies in addressing the public’s
sometimes-negative perception of the
area. | take seriously my role in using the
“bully pulpit” to tell the real story of this
part of town. I use every opportunity to
educate the larger community about our
unique diversity, our great and affordable
housing stock, our good schools and solid
neighborhoods, our flourishing social
service network, and our business oppor-
tunities. Telling that story is an ongoing
task that I welcome

As the incumbent, how will you continue
to make District 1 an “opportunity-for-
everyone” district?

By now, many folks know that I coined
the phrase “District J is the Ellis Island
of Houston,™ It is true. Over fifty different

language groups call the area home, call-
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o
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Have a FABULOUS Stocking Stuffer
or Perfect Holiday Present you'd
like to share with 65,000 of your

closest OutSmart friends and
potential customers?
Don’t miss OutSmart’s Annual

Holiday Gift Guide - coming this December.
Be a part of the Highlighted and Spotlighted!

+ ﬁ Books < Bling ﬁ:

: Home Accessories » Pet Stuff ¥
i @3 Food & Booze » And much more... @3

i Call our Advertising Department at

713.520.7237

for GIFT GUIDE RATES.
Deadline: Wednesday, November 13.

ing attention to our differences in worldview
and life experiences. However, there is one
common idea that unites us: we all chose to
live in Distriet J. One of the exeiting aspects
of serving this part of Houston is having the
opportunity to work with each of the many
different communities. Each of those commu-
nities is doing their part to strengthen and
better their chosen home. My job is to help
those communities be connected in purpose
and communications and to provide them

with the municipal resources needed for their

work. I am committed to making sure that
each of these communities has a place at the
table as we build our future together.

How do you plan to lower the area’s crime
rate and protect all residents of your
district?

One of the challenges I am called to address
is the public’s perception of crime in south
west Houston. To be sure, we do have crimi-
nal activity in District J—as do all districts.
Most people do not realize that District J is
three times more densely populated than the
rest of the city. We have over 9,000 persons
per square mile, while the remainder of the
city has a density of about 3,100 persons,
Yet, District J does not have three times the
amount of crime experienced by the rest of
the city. Our erime rates are average in com-
parison [with the rest of Houston], Toward
that end, I have worked hard to assist com-

I need your
help to make it
even better.

MAYOR ANNISE PARKER

munications between the city’s Midwest,
South Gessner, and Westside HPD com-
mand stations and the neighborhoods
they serve. By working closely with HPD,
we have been able to target crime hot
spots, tear down a dilapidated condomini-
um complex, close down sexually oriented
nightclubs, and moniter human traffick-
ing locations. Using surplus dollars from
the District J operating budget, | was
able to recently contribute over $15,000
to each of the Ranchester, Westwood,
Gulfton, and Richmond police storefront
offices. Those dollars will supplement

the operating budgets of those locations.
Working with the Greater Sharpstown
Management District, the Harris County
Attorney, and the City Attorney's office,
we have been able to target lawsuits

and additional police resourees toward
addressing prostitutien hot spots. [ am
pleased with the aggressive approach we
have been able to take in fighting crime
in District J.

Is there anything else about yourself
that you would like our OutSmart read-
ers to know?

[ am grateful for the privilege of serving
the people of District J and proud to be
the first openly gay man to serve on the
Houston City Council. Thank vou for giv-
ing me this privilege to serve you. W

TOGETHER, WE'VE MADE
HOUSTON THE BEST CITY
IN AMERICA.

Endorse our mayor today at
www.AnniseParker.com
Join 56,000 fans at facebook.com/annisedhouston!
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Ever Dreamed of Living on Beautiful
Galveston Island, Running a B&B

ar Wedding Chapel? Make that
Dream a Reality!

CLEANING /MAID SERVICE

Dexter’s
5 Star Service

Doing the chores you hate to do

e W W R

Cleaning * Bartending
Designated Driver
House/Pet Sitting or Just ask!

Bob Samora 832/252-1961
creative « professianal
reliable - detailed - flexible

COMPUTER SERVICES

£ Hameleen
In-Home
Computer Services

e 832.496.9246
Appts. Mon-5un

EMPLOYMENT

Available
for Clubs,
Private Parties,
& Special
Events

713-827-7301
bookings.DI SPennington@gmail.com

DEEPTISSUE
NICE TOUCH

THE BEST MASSAGE
IN HOUSTON 1
« GALLERIA

In & Ou'f'Cdllls Welcome

281.804.8027

BEST MALE MASSAGE
THERAPIST 2013

b fnoht 1
oty PP

gpBilne
713.542.0426

ZeppeLinVIASSAGE.cOM

Advertising Sales
Successful candidates must be or-
ganized, self-motivated, energetic,
outgoing, creative and experlenced In
advertising and marketing sales. Emall
resume to: Employment@QutSmart
Magazine.com.
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Bl Reward Yourself

A NICE TOUCH, RELAXATION
OF BODY AND MIND BY

LEE

332 978 701?

Thank you for supporting
OutSmart advertisers.
Please be sure to tell them you saw
their ad in OutSmart,

1Iw1\-qf|.—- I

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

Massagé) T,

© Inall ,kj
calls 34aila
81-974-731
0¥ (o 10 m, by appt ok
W:] www.latinomassagebyjt.com

Tim * 832.799.4753 |

1519 Driscoll St.
Houston, TX 77019
www.timmassage.com

Roman Body
Massag,e

b

MASCULINE MALE THERAPIST
OFFERING:

Hot Towel Treatment, Hot Stoi
& Aromatherapy included in

Brian, LMT
Licensed Massage Therapist
713-806-2199

www.Romanbody.com

FMASSAGE,. THERAPY

CALL OR TEXT
832-322-9509

$40/1hr. = §55/1. ShrL

Open 7 days a Wee.-kf‘

(7-'2 THE anr{g o

Houston

YOYO - 713-825-5649

RIVER OAKS
Center for Massage

* Sporis

* Swadish

¢ Deep Tissue |
+ Trigger Point

z, & é
$55 () Smsmuron

3330 AUDLEY #118

Houston, TX 77098
713/249-1469

* BOOK ONLINE =
RiverOoksMassogeCenier massagetherapy.com

e
FREE Table Shower
or Sauna w/Massage

BfA'RRYﬁMT
626.367:8321
ﬁmﬁmmg & Mm’eli

In/oun, Calls/hvailablel

6601 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. 5.
Ste. C @ Bellaire Blvd.

Trtle Massage 4-u

] urrplrre o bulld a reward-
i I e your west side connecl n
for |1|rll-r friendly therapeutic massage!
Licensed & Insured
12614 Briar Forrest Dr. 281/496-0909
truemassaged-u.com

THAT MASSAGE GUY - RJ

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

» Swedish _
* Deep Tissue S8
* Relaxation

GaLLERiA ARe T13-992-2265
thatmassageguy rj@yahoo.com
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ROBERT RMT
[713] 824-6230

B ww.sites. google.com/site/robertrmt

MASSAGE |

Massage hy Paul 3

281-827-2908
Paulrmi@atinel

‘ NEW LOCATION!
|

ROOMMATE WANTED

Room Mate Wanted!
Beautiful High Rise in Medical Center.
SB25 All b d ities included.

Call, Edward 71.3.664.9535

* Swing Sets
* Furniture

* Game Tables

= Trampalines

+ Gazebos & Grills

* Porl. BaskethallGoals
* Exercise Equipment
& fMuch More!

1832.726.3505
‘www.FiredUpAssemblers.com

REED’g

Still your friendly
neighborhood key

shop, just a little
further down the road.

1307 C Yale Street = 713-523-2927

 ANY DOOR
' Repair / Replace
Over 47 years experience!
Texas Door Experts
832-302-0069

l-ll'\ MLJL.IINE

ALL ACCESS FREE TRIAL!

713.590.9090

iti 51 877.510.3344

hardlinechat.com

CENDER-FREES

FREE to listen
& Lgpiy to ads!

FREE CODE:
Out Smart

nf For otlwl Im:a! numbers call:

1-888-MegaMates"”

82013 PC LLG  MegaMatashlan.o

OPEN UNTIL 3AM

GET 2 FREE DVD MOVIES i
FROM SOME OF YOUR FAVORTE STUDIOS % ™"
YOURS TO KEEP - WHEN YOU MENTION THIS OUTSMART AD 7.

BUYASPY <.

#1 social network for me ha like men

App Store

HIM ON
THE LINE

Ahora en Espanol /18+

Mare local numbers:

== Windows Phone 9—

1.800.777.8000

Out

Sms ||'r'.-"|._i|_: BE

ine.com

[
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UEmerson CUrpnrate Loﬂgmg

DutSmart Adv

ACCOMMODATIONS

_Lemerson.net
Hotel Dﬁl‘ﬂk

2525 West Loop 5 ... 113/961.3000
The Mermaid & The Dolphin Resort

1103 357 St /Galveston .............. B88/922-1866
The Victorian Condo/Hotel

6300 Seawall/Galveston ... B0/ 231-6363

ACCOUNTANTS/BOOKKEEPERS/ CPAS
Gary M. Gritz, CPA

3310 Katy Fwy, Ste 310...........
Guardian Accounting Services
4545 Post Oak, Ste 203...............832/730-1073

713/784-3030

Executive Adult Video Superstore & Theater
14002 NW Fwy LT13/462-5152

Guy Spy Volce

PSS — - 181/404-2560

XTC Boutique

3505 HWy 146 .o ivnnmasssmasionnss B32/B61-3630

530G 145, i inrmsisnanissasinmasansss: #09986.6 144
ADVERTISING

LanzSwinney Des!un Group
5017 N. Durham, Ste 110._......
OutSmart Mauailnu

3406 Audubon .. ~T13/520-7237

__AIR (UNDITIDNING{HEA‘IING ~
Tejas Air

713/979-4500

(B33 287-6117

; nmnmsecumws:nwcﬁ =
Lakewood Alarm
LakewoodAlarm.com T13/568-3181

APARTMENTS/LEASING/LOCATORS
2121 Mid Lane
2121 Mid Lane ...

ARCHITECTS

Morningside Architects
Morningsidedrchitects.com ......713/529-2630

ARTISTS/ART GALLERIES/MUSEUMS
Archway Gallery
2305 Dunlavy ........
Crazy Canvas
14066 Memorial Dr.,....... Thecrazycanvas.com
Jumper Maybach Fine Art
Jumpermaybach.com.....

~ ASTROLOGER _

T13/622-2120

- 113/523-2409

T13/703-1350

Lilly Roddy Astrology

713/529-5842

MitchellHistoricProperties.com 409/763-5806

—__ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
Raed Gonzalez, JO, LLM
gonzalezolivierillc.com. ..o
Katine & Nechman LLP

111 N Loop W, Suite 180 ..
Law Offices of Mark B. Levin
3605 Katy Py, #104 ........ ... 281 /445-3590
Law Office of Angélique Monles
amonteslaw.com....... -B32/378-7781
Larsan Law Firm

LarsonLawFirm.com ... 713/688-8472
Moore and Hunt Attorneys al Law
MooreandHunt Com. .o eemsrer-d 13/ 522-4282
Dwane Todd , Atlorney

801 Congress 5t., Ste, 350....
clyde Williams, Miorney

713/481-3040

T13/808-1000

- T13/965-0658

713/236-0064

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
Tech Auto Maintenance
T 11T O — T13/863-8204

AUTOMOTIVE SALES
Advantage BMW/Midtown
2101 San Jacinto @ Gray...........
Knapp Chevrolet
815 Houston Ave........oce T 13/445-6691
Momentum Mini
10000 SV FWY obiriaerioiasiinisbisnisias

713/289-1200

800/557-5574
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Current

Planet Lincoln
PlanetLincoln.com. ... mmemsres
Porsche of West Houston

11830 Katy Fwy ... Houston.PorscheDealer.com
Slerling McCall Acura

10455 SW FWY i ibiinisiies
Sterling McCall Fiat

10505 SW FWY ooomrrersrsmsscmsareas
Sterling McCall Hyundai
10505 Southwest Fwy.

BRB-621-7952

T15/596-2365
. 113/981-3921

832/876-8503

Acadian Bakers
604 W. Alabama......eooiccienn. 713/520- 1484

What's the Occasion? Creative Cakery
WhatsTheOccasionCakery.com . 832/273-1840

BICYCLES/BICYCLE REPAIRS

Revolution E
1544 Westheimer .T13/523-2453
CARPET CLEANING

Carpet Touch
{_.err'ﬂntl{h com ...281/962-4000
"CAR WASH jDE‘mILINC

South Beach Aute Spa
126 W me : . 715/529-34¢

l:u_reumc ss_mc_z_; o1
Catering by Benno
112 28th St./Galveston. ...
Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2811 Eastman .. 713/802-2860

— CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS _
Bering Memorial United Methodist

1440 Harold ..... - 113/526-1017
Living Mosaic Church
4920 Cullen
Resurrection MCC
2025 W 11th 713/861-9149
St Paul's United Methodist Church

FLU [T — 71%/528-0527

CLEANING SERVICES 3

Perfection Plus

409/762-3666

..032/659-0686

713/664-9911
_CLOTHING

Settlement

3939 Montrose, Ste M. . . TI3/TON-TET2

ARToberFEST
S AT P artoberfest.com
Bayouw City Performing Arts
BayouCityPerformingArts.org
Ea ring Suppnlt Network

T 13-526-1017, ext 20

aunnles Dn Ti:e Ba-.ruu
. ..BunniesOnTheBayou.org

Houston Pmle Banu
... HoustonPrideBand.org

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES

Computer Wiz

3017 Durham, Ste 110 713/979-4500

Copy.com

1201-F Westheimer................. T13/528-1201

—___ EDUCATION/TRAINING

HCC Coleman College
.LolemanConnection.org

H!:C Lntu rinr DI-BIQI‘I
: ..Central HCCS.edu/iDesign

WEII Dnne Cuukmg Classes

Houston Grand Opera

HoustonGrandOpera.org/out

JR's/Santa Fe

(1111310 S R ——

Meteor

2306 Genesee ... o

Monirose Mining I:nmpany
805 Pacific... A

Music Box Muslcals

2625 Colguttio L o

Neon Bools

11410 Hempstead Hwy......

Ranch Hill Saloon

24704 1-45 N/SPring.......vcees

.- 113/ 228-6737
113/521-2519
. T13/521-0123
.. T13/529-7488
3/ 5227722
neonbootsclub.com

281/298-9035

Rudyard's

2010 Waugh............ £ T13521-0521
Society for the Performing Arts
SPAHouston.org. ~T15(227-4772
South Beach

810 Pacific. . 713/529-7623
Theatre Under the Stars

TUTS.com.... - 113/558-TUTS
3rd Coast Downtown

2416 Postoffice, Galveston......... 409/765-6311
Tony's Corner Pockat

BIT W Dallas.....cemmmeimsinneinB 32/ 722-T658

FINANCIAL PLANNING/BANKS

Richard Dickson/Wallstreet Texas

5120 Woodway, Ste 20040............281/953-2050
Midtown Financial/Grace Yung
3355 Alabama, 5t 230 ..oesrmmrne

113/355-9833

FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS
Club Houston
2205 Fannin
Fit Athletic Club

- 113/659-4998

FitHouston.com........ - TV3/STAYFIT
Houston Gym
1507 DUHEM oo 13/ 880-9191

T FLORISTS _ il
David Brown
davidbrownflowers.com ,..........
Elenwood Weber

GlenwoodWeberDesign.com ...

FOOD & SPIRITS

713/664-0466

713/360-6281

Bud Light
iRt cethem, .Budlight.com
Ketel One Vodka
e s .. Facebook.com/ketelone
Smirnoff Vodka

e ... amirnotf.com
Spec's
specsonhng.com ... B88/526-8787
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Earthman Funeral Direclors
EarthmanBellaire.com......c..w..

Pal H. Foley & Co. Funeral Home

713/667-6505

1200 W 34th . ciciiiicnsiionsaninnsn T 13/869-6261
GARDEN,/NURSERY SUPPLY _

Buchanan's Native Plants

B E Vb i T 13/ B61-5702

Joshua's Native Plants
bS] L

__HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
NU-Cuts Hair Salon

515 Westheimer._......
0 The Salon

1512-BW. Alabama.......ocoooe T13/897-0000

HEALTH CARE-CHIROPRACTIC

T13/862-7444

713/524-7858

WellDoneECC.com.. AIL/ 25018 Kirby Health & Wellness/Kenneth W. Lester, D.C.
ENTERTMNM’ENUMG'HT LIFE 1603 Shepherd ... --T13/526-5252
Alley Theatre HEALTH CM-CDWSEJW
AlleyTheatre.org... e $13[220-5700 Tany Carrr.tll LMSW-ACP
1006 Missouri ... . 113/527-0000

Bayou City Con unlt Musa cals
; ... BayouCityConcertMusicals.org

Eagie !lnustnn

213 Milam... L T13/236-8777
F*Bar
202 TUBM.ieevussiins ... FBARHouston.com

Galveston.com . 888/GALISLE

George Country Sports Bar
BT FRINVIBW oo mses 1 13 528-8102

OutSmarthMagazine.con

D. “Woodja" Flan igan, Ms, LPA
2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409 ................. T13/589-3804
Enod Gray, LCSW, CSAT-5, CGP
3100 Edloe, S1& 290........csmerresi
Ken McLeod, LCSW, ACSW

5309 W Loop 5, Ste 480 ...

Montrose Gnnnsmmg Ennter
401 Branard ...

713/781-1272
e 7 13/628-1776

.« T13/529-0037

Denise 0'Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN

5730 Kirby, 518 910, 713/ 524-9525
Robert Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP

4617 Montrose, Ste C206.......... 713/522-7014
Christine Wysong, RN, PMHNP, BC

3310 Katy Fwy, Ste 310 e, T13/B69-7400

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
4000 Washington.............. 713/518-1411
Bristles/Shirley H. Parikh, DDS
701 Shepherd, Ste. 102...... ... 281/506-0539
FLOSS, Justin Crockett, DDS;
Justin Ramsey, DDS
107 Yale, Ste 300. i
FLOSS, Dianna Wilde, DDS
SUA ERin, S8 Al ispnsion
Cory Logan, DDS

B32/900-2071

713/942-0101

530 WaUEH ookt T13/042-8598
Bruce W. Smith, DDS

1006 MiISSOUN iniccssasisssnssstnrissiioia 713/529-4364
_HEALTH CARE-MASSAGE THERAPISTS

Alan Davidson, AMT/Essential Touch

....... nricmmireriis 1151 342-0923
Ryan Fugntn. RMT
RyanMassageWorks.com.._.....
Joel Leal, RMT

T13/269-7926

.. T13/397-8808

Hera: Hnuslom’Massage h-f Ar man do
. 2/322-9508

Trus Massagn 4~U

12614 Briar Forest Dr
Urban Therapy - Massage
238 'W. 19™ 5t Ste. C-1..
HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Houston Eye Associates

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5410 Dashwood, Ste 101

Joffe Medi-Center
5420 W Loop 5 .. B66/BB5-6994

__HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care

2502 Woodhead ...........cciociii
Eye Contact

2055 Westheimer ..o
Eye Elegance

.281/496-090%

. T13/516-0060

713/668-9118

T13/528-2010

713/520-6600

3939 Montrose Blvd. ... 713/621-4411
Eye Gallery, The

18068 Westheimer ... H3/525-1219
Eye to Eye

432 W 19th 713/864-B822

Kevin Katz 0OD./Texas State Oplical

www.T50Galveston com.......... 409/763-6300

Spectacles on Montrose

4317 Montrose, StB. 2. iemmeeees 113/529-3937
HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS

Detavio Barrios, MD

106 Westheimer, Ste A .............. . 713/942-75456

Carroll Clinic, James M. Carroll, MD

4101 Greenbriar, Set 208............ 715/520-6360

Gordon Crofoot, MD

Donnie Harvey, MPAS, PA-C

3700 Kirby, Ste 1230

UT Physicians Health Center

6700 W Loop S, Ste 520...........713/572-8122

_HEALTH CARE-PLASTIC SURGERY _
Facial Plastic Surgery Associates
6655 Travis, Ste 900...........c....... T13/526-5665

NuJuv Plastic Surgery Center
16605 SW Fwy, Ste. 175........... 2B1/BA6-4692

~__HEALTH CARE-PODIATRISTS

. 713/526-0005

Your Total Foot Care Specialist/Jim Jacobs, DPM
katyFootCare.com .-.281/395-3338

— HEALTH CARE-PSYCHIATRISTS

Montrose Mental Health/
Christopher L. Boehme, MD
1527 W. Alabama.....coooovoro oo 113/492-0723

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES/PRODUCTS

Houston Area Community Services/HACS
2150 W 18th St o ienneicnrien 11 3/826-0027
Legacy Community Health Services

215 Westheimer ... 713 830-3000
Park Plaza Hospital

1313 Hermann Orive..... parkplazahospital.com

fiyan White Plannlng Council
RWPCHouston.org....... wa 113/572-3784

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE

Heights Dermatology & Aesthetic Genter/
Alpesh Desai, MD

2120 Ashland....c.oocerveeve..ce. T13/B64-2650
Skin Renaissance Laser/Oclavio Barrios, MD
106 Westheimer, SteA................. 713/942-7546

HEALTH CARE-UROLOGISTS

McClung Clinie/Tony S. McClung, MD
1213 Hermann, Ste 520.............. 713/528-3444

"HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES

Ashly Fine Rugs

2920 Kirby.i i 713/926-5454
Coda in the Heights

CLLR | L1 O—— ) | 11 S ]
Eclectic Home

SA5 WL 19t it TI /B68- 1414

Fired Up Assemblers
FiredUpAssemblers.com.........
IKEA HOUSTON
IKEAHOUSION.COMY......ocvorcrens
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
4091 Westheimer_...

B32/726-3505
7810 Katy Fwy,

=8 52,"397—5 150

Fredem:k Builders

. 281/392-9111

Melrn Remndellng Syslems
ietroRemodelingSystems.com .832/688-9256

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS
Larry B, Lipton/Allstate
LiptonAgency.com
David Lorms/Farmers
E TC lester i@ Loop 610 ... T13/6BE-8669
Aob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers/
Rob Schmerler
G575 W Loop 5, Ste 185

JEWELERS
LW, Marks Jewelers
3841 BRllAire... ..o

..2B1/580-2510

713/661-T700

713/668-5000

Silverlust
1338-C Westheimer............... 713/520-5440
LANDSCAPING/LAWN

h.J.'s Landscaping & Design, Inc.
AlsLandscaping.com....... . T13/957-04449
Lawn Services of Houston
LawnServices of Houston.com....
Glenwood Weber
ClenwoodWeberDesign.com ..... T13/360-6281

_LIFE COACHING
Aclualize Purpose/Courtney Howell
Af[ualrtepurpuse_mm serrmremmemsees 1 13 D4 2-0465

i PEST CONTROL SERVICES
ﬁnd'll s All Star Pest Control

T13/502-5589

- T13{732-7742

, PET SERVICES& SUPPLIES
Aguarium World

13157 Northwest Fary...... - 115/329-9989
Last Wishes/Animal Hosnlce

1302 Waugh..... . T13/452-0474

West Alabama Animal C
1030 W. Alabama... 713/528-081

1 PHOTOGRAPHERS
Dalton DeHart Phulnlgraphy
DaltenDehart.com..

Yvonne Feece Phutonraphy
FVONNETEECELOM ... roremrrorore

PLUMBING

e d 13/622-2202

.B32/876-1053

U-Plumb-It

1424 MOTRTOSE n.vv ivrroiveimsississiasinssa
Village Plumbing & Appliance
5403 Kirby oo ionsserennn 113/224-DRIP(3747)

__ POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS
Kevin J, Hotfman

T15/942-2277

....Hoffman4HCC.com

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer.

. 715/528-1201

REAL ESTATE-MORTGAGE/TITLE

Chicago Title Inner Loop
ChicagoTitlelnnerloop.com..........
Zeus Mortgage

1776 YOrktown.....c.coevvammmrreimerer

713-418-7000

- 113/275-9387
— REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

Bob Beszborn/Boulevard Realty
1545 BIEBIES canisessicni i
Chris Christopher Properties
har.com/chriscerda ...... ...B32/B6B-9914
David Bowers/The House Company
DavidBowers com/Galveston ....409/763-2800
Mike Copenhaver/ReMax Metro
2626 Richmond...........co. i 832-415-8484
Karen Derr/Boulevard Realty
1545 Heights ...
Robert Derr/Boulevard Realty
1545 HEights ..o,
Pam Efferson/KellerWilliams
5050 Westheimer, Ste 200..........713/822-8555
Allen Frieze / Keller Williams Realty
5050 Westheimer, Ste 200.......... 832/419-9969
Wade Knight/Martha Turner Properties
WadeKmighL.com.......coverereniern 7 13-582-0264
Debbie Levine/Greenwood HFnu Properties
113/942-6857

281/650-2726

T13/875-7050

J13/875-7049

Lfnette Lew |'l:iaryI ﬁreene
Lynettelew.com...

Lexie Mason
Jlarealestate.com............
Ozene Realty Consultants
OzeneConsulting.com ... 832/390-2451
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors

5013 Washington.. 713/868-7226
Richard Ray/John Daugherty Realtors

520 Post Ok T13/351-4674
Marc Ruiz/ReMax Metro

2626 Richmond ... B32/415-8484
Tom Schwenk/The House Company
TheHouseCompany.com ............ T13-857-2309
Tim Surratt/Greenwood King

w113/ 582-2202

281/658-9911

. 713/320-5881
U'J Tr:lmonle.fJﬂe T:arnunlﬂ Hzally
1802 Broadway/Galveston 409/765-9837
Pal Walker/Keller Willlams Realty
5050 Westheimer, Ste 200......... 713/412-6682
Andy Weber/John Daughertly Realtors
520 Post Qak....covemicnnnen T13/T24-4306
Anthony Upton Properties

anthonyuptonproperties.com ... 713/528-0050

___ REAL ESTATE-SERVICES
Inspector Bob/John Bob Cromeans
InspectorBob.nel...................... 281/B32-1013

REST#UH#NTS}CUF?EE}WINE BARS
1308 Canlina
1308 Montrose .........co.imiiar

Benno's On The Beach
1200 Seawall Blvd./Galveston
The Bird & The Bear

2681/807-8995

409/762-4621

2810 Westheimer ... T13/528-2473
Cafe Brussels

1718 Houston AVe. ....................... T13/222-6996
Charivari

2521 Bagbl,' et 131521-7231

Crossroads at Huus.e of Blues
1204 Caroline ...

Danton's Saarnnd

4611 Monirose ..
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com._.. ...
Giacomo’s ltalian Restaurant
3215 Westheimer ..o
Gloria's

2616 Loussiana ... ...
gratifi kitchen + bar
I02 FAIVIOW i baissses
Jenni's Noodle House

5111 5 Shepherd
2027 Post Oak.
602 E 20th ..........
Katz’s Deli & Bar
616 Westheimer.
La Casa del Cabal
322 Westheimer. ...,

... B32/667-T79

- 113/807-8889

T15-522-9999
--T13/522-1934
GloriasRestaurants.com

832/203-5950

- T13/523-7600
- 113/621-2200
- 713/862-3344

. 713/521-3838

832/623-6467

Laurenzo's

A1 Washinglon ..o
Maine-ly Sandwiches
MainelySandwiches.com ...
Midtown Bar & Grill

713/880-5111

713/942-2150

415 W, Gray. .. 713/528-2887
Niko Niko's

2520 Montrase...... . 713/528-GYRO
Olympia Grill

4308 Seawall Blvd./Galveston ... 409/766-1222
Ouisie's Table

3959 5an FelipeRd ... .. .713/528-2164

Pho Saigon Vietnamese Noodle House

2808 Milam, Ste Do T13/524-37354
Pizza L'Vino

544 Waugh.... 4 =
Red Pier '-'letnamesz Blslm
1704 Milam, Ste 6C.......oouvrcisnricen
Southside Espresso

.1 13/526-1000

. 713-B07-7726

904-C Westheimer ... 713/942-9990
Tacos A Go-Go
5704 MaIN ..o - 113/807-8226

2912 White 0aK.....o..oo. T13/864-8226
Tila's Restaurante & Bar
1111 5 Shepherd ..........
Woodrow's Heights
1200 Durham ... T13/B64-5600

-l SPECIALTY RETAIL
Light Bulbs Unlimited
1203 Westheimer ..

. T13/522-T654

LT3/521-0330

TANNING SALONS
Eclipse Tanning
415 Westheimer ... 713/520-6611

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS

Premier Wireless
12220 Murphy .. 281/575-B500

TATTOO/BODY ,MOD'IFICATION
Blank Slate Laser Tattoo Removal
1720 Houstan Ave - B32/B50-832)
The Electric Chair
8722 Richmond......moimien

713/780-3500

___TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Aguatest GLBT Crulses

AqualestCruises.com ...,
Concierge Travel, Inc

4920 MIMOSA ..o imrisrmrerrmians
Gayribbean Crulses
GayribbeanCruises.com........ B77/560-8318

WEBSITE DESIGN/SEQ
G!anh!cs by Cindy
GraphicsbyCindy.com................ 281/650-9543

WEIGHT LOSS CLINICS
Dr. B-Fit
517 WSt Gray ,....vsmeemsssas

B00/592-9058

T13/661-2117

WT13/942-7546

OUTSMART ADVERTISING WORKS!

"As a new business owner,
I've had the oppartunity

to advertise with many
magazines. I've found that
the only magazine that has a
loyal following is OUTSMART.
Advertising in OUTSMART is
smart and financially sound,
and the results are proven, "

~Tina Ozcelik,

o The Eye Gallery i)

THANKS

for supporting
QurSmarT advertisers!

?}L

r",l, s d
"\ o'
=d l'_.mpnrJ 12 E

([ NEED A PIED-A-TERRE?

When business or pleasure brings you
to Houston for a month or more,
why not make L’Emerson your addrf, 2557

» '%m:ﬁf‘f@”

o
t\‘\""

210 Emerson Street * Houston, Texas 77006
www.LEmerson.net J

« All the umenities of homie,

* Ideally situated in the
Montrose-Midtown area,

* Much more affordable than
it downtown hotel room,

Tom Fricke, Proprietor
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DELIVERY OR CARRY-QUT U'PIZZA, L'VIND, L'BEER-YOU'RE CONNA L'OVE ITI

ijP1ZzA PIZZA + WINE + BEER

WIS DELIVERED S

There’s always something

Egniv's  TONY'S CORNER P
Po&”@ Nightly Specials - Call for D

&% Cold Beverages & Hot Gu

817 W. Dallas » 713/571-7870
Ample Secure Parking

ayords Py,

: TAKE YOUR CHANCES ON A
7‘.; M GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD BAR ON
. ; THE WAY TO YOUR USUAL SPOT
2010 WAUGH * 713.521.052|

H:30am-2aM EVERYDAY
WWW.RUDYARDSPUB .COM

iSaturdaysi&|Wednesdayj

Largest Gay Pool Tournament at 8pm

Your Country Sports Bar
Mon-Sat 7am-2am Open Pool  §1.00 Well Vodka
HOURS: S“rl'dl;,;.. '!;;iu.” .1_““ Tﬂﬁ'ﬂs Epm g—BS“

www.GeorgesCountrySportsBar.com ‘

617 Fairview « Houston, Texas « 713.528.8102|

OCTOBER 2013 OuiSmariMagazine.

Bar & Club Guide

Houston CROCKER BAR
Resident DI Johnny. spins on Fri. and Sat, nights at
13 ENTERTAINMENT e

n-N-Out, this comfortable club |

EI'S

CLUB 2020

GEORGE

CLUB CRYSTAL ports bar, just LiX

BRANCH HILL SALOON

HoME OF THE COLDEST BEER
& Toe WARMEST WELCOME

- JOIN US FOR ®

@& Voled One of the Best Places to 2-Step
¥ & One of the Best Bars - 2012 QusSmart Renders Cf
it

OPEN DAILY IPM-2AM ranchhill.com 281-298-9035

SUPPORT °+* EDUCATION + ADVOCACY

Wilere EV£F70h€

s Welcome!
Helpline: 713-46P-FLAG

PFLAG www.pflaghouston.org

If you want to drink, that's your business.
If you want to stop, that's ours.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Hundreds of meetings a week in your area.
Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org
For general information visit: www.aa.org
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A'Matthew Landry

WHERE: Guava Lamp

© 570 Waugh Drive » 713/524-9035
"WHAT'S UP: Renovations are completeand

GUAVA LAMP
his trend 1 triencly video ang 1rse bar gets busy during happy
l stays busy | Kara |
- I W |
d
JR'S BAR & GRILL

jhlﬁsday is Urban Cowbay night; Friday stars
Dana Jacobs & two guest queens; and Wednesda
and Sunday are karaoke with the dynamic duo o
Kara Dion & Ty Frazier. .

gl:u.a'ura has added a few scheduling highlights.

METEOR

N

THE RIPCORD

SOUTH BEACH

MICHAEL'S OUTPOST

EQN BOOTS DANCEHALL & SALOON

¢ hark
back! H

nry
ted at

4

d

TONY'S CORNER POCKET

THE USUAL

{rap
Beaumont

ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO

Bryan/College Station

HALO VIDEOQ BAR

Galveston

3RD COAST DOWNTOWN
Just because its owners moved the cl

ROBERT'S LAFITTE
A neighborhood bar, the Island institution atiracls a «
<.and travelers. Th

Spring

RANCH HILL SALOON

247041 |-45N Suite 103 = 281/298-9035 -

THE ROOM

Northside LGBTs relax on couches and enjoy

This comfiortable dub located close to downtown has one of the

multiple telewsion

/‘/e/'e'sl /00/{'#@ _éﬁ oY, Kids,

{ ecent event photos on
the website:

Montroge Softball League

Need a professional photographer for your special
event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202.

Gimmie OSMI

You can pick up the print version of
OurS marr magazine the first week of each
month at any one of our 360 distribution
partners. Below are just a few.

MONTROS
Rudyard's
2010 Wapgh = TTO06

Re/MAX Cityview
2808 Baldwin 5L = 77006

{EIGHTS
Tatal Nutrition
174 Yale + 77007

FPER K
Clayton Boone
State Farm Ins.
2027 5. Shegherd Or
Ste, B = 77019

Biacamo's
3115 Westheamer « TT098

WEST

Maine-ly Sandwich
10145 M. Frwy, = TT037

CLEAR LAKE
Spec’s

§ 1033 West Bay Area Bivd,
J = T7550

| GALVESTC
Mosquito Cale
| 628 148h Street = 77550
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Get Ready, Girls and Boys

Mercury Is going retrograde this month, so get all of your ducks in

-
] tunm_-%

o

i &l
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LIBRA (Septem 2 )

ber 23) H.'lepr',r Blrthda\r ta the
Librans, the harmonizers and
balancers. This is your personal
yearly cycle when you are look-
ing at what you did last year and
considering what new projects
you will start this year. Best to
get those projects started before
October 15, or wait until after
November 15. Relationships are
especially edgy as the month
opens. Be careful what you say, as
you will not be able to take things
back. Your personal relationships
are at greatest risk. Continue to
work on your finances and getting
those in shape. You could have all
of that finished by the end of the
year if you stick with it.
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to ;.‘_ul clear '.\f-'|1 then. You have been feeling more cou [ urge from around the 8th through the 11th
s 3 indanies and re- ) take on a few risks last month 2 his ll'g‘ni will be :lrﬂ'.&' again in the |2
es. Don't compromise too soon! f ! N genera ." : 'f 5 AT 1 MW - 1 = 16th _r1r0._|g'| the 20th,
I the v ea : ..:nle. For the Mermaids and Mer-
July 22). With Jupiter ! ry ret ng, you shot JIJ take e time ot bor irl he SIg, you are feeling 'g ]
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through your sign, you will continue to be your calendar and give yourself some time off. e a good tin syl ng lu.JnL If
I ith : starting your writing project, or learning how to be
SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21). more playf ul W nh your chil fren. I you are
As with most of the other s the first half of after the fould be time 10 date
the month is going to be tl ost productive someone from your past. if you are involved, yo
for vou, even though you are working at a slower will need to get out t t
YOu are ) _iu_-re_‘ are SOMme new 3 bring anger into your
2 to start any New pi
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7 in all its forms... 2%
'SERVICE | PREVENTION | AESTHETIC
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