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by
Megan
Smuth

edding bells celebrating mar

riage equality in Texas might

only be a faint sound in the dis-
tance, but the Foundation for Family and
Marriage Equality’s annual “Big Gay Wed-
ding” celebration 1s just around the corner.

Originally founded in 2002 by attorney
Jerry Simoneaux and his partner, Chris-
topher Bown, the Houston-based social
justice organization vows to continue their
efforts “until all GLBT people are allowed
to love freely, protect their families, and
share the same civil rights, protections,
and dignity afforded by marriage,” accord-
ing to the group’s website. After achieving
overwhelming success with their first mass
same-sex marriage ceremony mn 2003, the
foundation now hosts events that are open
to both LGBT community members and
straight allies each year in celebration of
National Freedom to Marry Week.

This year, the week kicks oft with a
downtown Valentine's Day demonstration
and march for the right to marry. Partici
pating same-sex couples meet at the county
clerk’s office to individually ask for mar-
riage licenses, followed by a march to City
Hall. Although couples are denied licenses
under Texas law, the protest continues
to bring great publicity to the cause, em-
phasized Amanda Horak, the foundation's
creative, artistic, and marketing director.
A seven-yvear member and straight ally of
the organization, Horak is not new to the
protest experience, “I think as it gets more
and more publicity, people see these people
trying to get their marriage license, and 1
think they feel for them,” she said. “Even
though these people know they're going to
be told ‘no,' it still upsets them. I think the

[DENIED]

Tobartwres

1138 o, Tomity %y, (5224,
2| Rights | toGubt] guef
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Protest signs created and designed by
Amanda Horak.
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A Big Gay Wed&ing Coming Soon

Foundation for Farmily and Marriage Equality hosts Valentine's Week demonstration

o

Bells will be ringing: (I to r) Sophia Mrouri, Amanda Horak, Michael Chou,
Dustin Rynders, and Victor Martinez prepare for Freedom to Marry Week events.

more the general population sees that these
are loving couples and that some of them
have been together twenty or thirty vears,
the more visible they are, the more they can't
be ignored.”

Indeed, continuing to be denied mar-
riage licenses is a reminder of where the gay
and lesbian community officially stands in
society. “They come out [of the clerk’s office
and they're often a little bit surprised at how
hard it hits them.” said Sophia Mrouri, ten-
year member and straight ally of the founda-
tion. “When we talk about discrimination,
it all seems so theoretical, But for that brief

moment, it is such a real, concrete example of

just how that discrimination targets them.”
Freedom to Marry Week ends on a more
joyous note with Texas's largest “Big Gay
Wedding” celebration. Although not recog-
nized by law, an average of fifty same-sex

couples come together to be joined in unity by

clergy from many different faiths that high-
light the diversity within the gay and leshian
ecommunity, according to Mrouri. Though

the event invelves a large number of people,
each eouple is individually celebrated and
recognized. “It’s not like they're just stand-

Pe ALl

X 3,Hono
Commifmen

=

G201 3 Werld of Wo

ing there and getting blessed as a group,” N
she said. “Each couple walks down the
aisle and participates in each of the little
rituals. Each couple is always introduced
as they come down the aisle, talking about
how many years they've been together and
how many children they may have.”

A reception with musie, dancing, and
wedding cake follows the ceremony. “At
some point, it would be nice if the govern-
ment recognized them as married as well,
but just getting to see their faces and hav-

. NEW SEASON! JAN 28 ;

‘ ONDAYS 9/8c

%W @RuPaulsDragRace

ing them get to experience [a ceremony] is
nice,” Horak added.

After many years of experiencing these
events, Horak believes American culture
has finally reached its “tipping point™
on marriage equality. Mrouri agreed,
deseribing how, during the foundation’s
initial stages, it was hardly unusual to see

protesters at the events. News coverage

NEW SERIES!

that

mainly focused on marriage equality oppo-
nents, rather than the group’s positive ef-

e

forts. However, last year, the organization

MEET TV'S NEWEST EXPERT ADVICE PANEL:
A PORN STAR, A PSYCHIC & A SHRINK.

show LIVE! FEB 4 MON 11/10c

saw a major shift within the media, as the
events were portrayed in a very positive —
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2, Where’s My Darn Socialism?

Bankston

AT IO e el | bsliC, BCORE A
And other electoral quangaaries

epublicans tell me that | people voted for Obama because Obama Internet machine, and 119,000 Texans
voted for socialism when | promised them gifts. I want a pony. Maybe signed it. Of course, 25 million people
voted for Barack Obama in even a Winnebago. But here it is January from other states signed it, too.

November. Here it is January, and | and 1 got diddly-squat. (Santa doesn'’t [ guess my iggest concern is
still don't have my socialism. Where count. Santa is a socialist and only swoops that if we secede we won't have the
the hell is it? Cripes, it's protection of the United States
Army to protect us in the highly

”Since I |OSt OUt on m‘{ SOCEa“SIﬂ and likely event that some drunk ol’
{ny 8|ﬂ:’ |’m pondering JO"’”ng the l';u_\-:-:li'1-m11.:he- {.u;iﬁi.ﬂ.n:::\\':lrn];
. . i decide to imvade lTexas. sure,
Texas secessionist movement.

been three months, How
long does it take to build
a socialism? 1 mean, the
way the Republicans talk,
socialism 15 kinda like the | know how to eat erawfish,
pathos du jour, simmering but that doesnt mean I want
on the stove. So here I sit, tapping my through Texas because he gets a little

drunk in France and gets lost on the way

to learn to speak Cajun or flood San
fingers on the table, waiting for a big Antonio just so Boudreaux can feel
ol' heaping bowl of socializm. Hell, I to Sweden.) right at home.

On the other hand, all those

can't even et an assault weapons ban Sa, since [ lost out on my socialism and

for an appetizer my gift, I'm pondering joining the Texas guys who do Civil War reenactments

Boy howdy, am [ upset. secessionist movement would be yee-yvawin’ their way over to

And I also want to know where my Some pissed-off folks put a petition Academy to stock up for real.

danged gift is. Mitt Romney said that for Texas to secede from the union on the There’s also some other states —+

TEXAS’

912 Westheimer # 713.942.2321 = AladdinsHouston.com (: l I d

— Y WEDDING CELEBRAHOI\I & DEMONSTRATION

Get A Real Mediterranean
Experience in Houston!

MEDITERRANEAN CUISINE

Sunday | IF'ebruary 17 ] 3:00 pm

Join dozens of couples for an
unforgettablei aith Weddir g ceremony.
You are invited to v your vows
and demon : i

CATERING AVAILABLE

! Aladdin Mediterranean is Considered
One ol: the Best Restaurants in Houston
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\? f 1th over 900 physicians

\_/ board certified in more than

80 specialties, our doctors are ready to

care for you and your specific health

needs.

Our select clinicians specializing in
HIV/AIDS including primary care and
HIV pregnancy care bring forth the

latest treatments through clinical trials

and evidence-based medicine.

UT* Physicians

The faculty of

Tae Unmverstry oF Texas Mepicar Scuool ar Houston

We have two locations for our HIV/AIDS clinic:

UT Physicians at Texas Medical Center
6410 Fannin, Suite 600
Houston, Texas 77030

and

UT Physicians at Bellaire
6700 West Loop South, Suite 520,
Bellaire, Texas 77401

Accepting new patients
www.UTPhysicians.com | 1-888-488-3627
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m continued from page 14

threatening to secede after President

Obama was reelected. I give it two

weeks before Georgia declares war on
Alabama, where foothall bragging rights
will somehow be involved in the battle
I'm guessing the guys in Colorado want
to secede because they got stoned and
want to charge a toll to get to the weed,
right? And one more question: how will

we even know when Montana leaves?

Top Ten Best Things
about Texas Seceding
10. We were never that fond of Idaho
Anyway
9. Mississippi could now claim last place

I €1

B. Because we'd hate for Arizona to beat
us to it.

7. Texas could create its own money and
put Willie Nelsen on the ten-dollar
hill. The money wouldn't be worth
imything, but damn, smoking it
would be fun

6. Rick Perry w

ritizen, whicl

uld no longer be a 1.8

will keep him from
FUNNIing resident and saving us
from mortif srace. Again
5. Border fence

good policy, but also fun to throw beer

klahoma: not just

cans over

4. 0O terstate highwavs could be
used for what God intended
NASCAR ral

i wase then the teams in the

rld” Series ulid be irom any
intries

2. Because all my exes live in Texas

1. We could finally £ he Alamo

PEPPERYJACK’S

: " e
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&

' [F:Jliﬂf% ﬁlem';lil'f.
appy
SPHour
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Theatre Under "4 ST Luke's

The Stars
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eUT 2l After the performance, mingle with the cast and listen to fabulous
@TUY  cabaret music with your GLBT friends at Artista. Enjoy

THURSDAY, JAN. 24 complimentary hor d’oeuvres and Happy Hour drink specials.
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o What’s Different for 2013?

Considerations for Texas and your future investments

ith the hotly debated 2012 presidential election behind us, investors ean now get down to business in terms of how
they will proceed with the handling of their assets going forward—especially in light of taxes and the fiseal chiff.
One issue involves the new 3.8% Medieare surtax that took effect on January 1, 2013, that will now be levied on
the lesser of one’s modified adjusted gross income (MAGI) or the net investment income for individuals who have income that is
above $200,000 per year
Yet, although much has been said regarding the large tax hike for those who earn higher incomes, the truth is that many
individuals who earn less than the $200,000 annual amount could also be subject to higher tax rates starting in 2013.
This tax hike not only includes tax on wages, but also on dividend income and long-term capital gains. As most in the LGBT
community must file taxes as “unmarried” individuals, the marginal income tax rate differences between 2012 and 2013 look
like this:

wite you out

x . "a'l" want 1o be w‘l I new and used ve 1.‘-:---"-\' inatio |'--
Annual income of: But not over: 2012 Rate 2013 Rate
§8.700 $35,350 15% 15% :
$35.350 385,650 25% 28% "'\) M‘KE EHAN
i s e S AELUHA DIRECT | 713696.2365
$178,650 $388,350 395 6% DVANCE EMAIL | MCHANGSTERLINGMCALLACURA.COM
$388,350 A55% 39.6%
There will also be some differences between 2012 and 2013 for those who earn dividend income and/or long-term capital gains:
Maximum Rates 2012 2013 2013 (incl. Medicare
5 S0 M e JANUAR)' 11 mroucH FEBRUARY 3
Long-Term Capital Gain 15% 20% 23.8% Recommended for mature audiences.
Qualified 5-Year Capital Gain 15% 18% 21.8% Adult l‘dnguuge and prﬂ{n:'m'f’y'.
Maximum Rates 2012 2013 2013 (incl. Medicare
contribution tax -
——— ) ActOUT Pre-Show Mixer
Qualified Dividend Income 15% 39.6% 43 .4%
.~ —- - — Thursday, January 24
Qualified Dividend Income 35% 39.6% 43.4%

Starts at 6 p.m.
Enjoy complimentary appetizers, cocktails,
door prizes and music by DJ Mike Belk
This event is FREE with purchase of a

Overlooking the impact that taxes could have on your income and your investment returns could possibly lead to losing
more of your investment dollars to Uncle Sam than necessary. With this in mind, there are several areas where investors
should consider implementing tax and investment strategies that could essentially help in lowering their tax liability in both
the short- and long-term.

What Investors Can Do a 401(k) or 403(b). In this case, you Some of the more complex issues the* fo the JQnUClry 24 performﬂnce DF
There are some key areas where may be able to reduce your adjusted may come to light with l|11l- net The Mouniaintop_'ro prChGSE $26
investors need to determine where gross income below the annual income investment income part of the new i o

and how they can come out ahead threshold, therefore reducing the total tax laws. Here, another potential tickets to this performcnce use the
when comparing current and amount of taxes that will be due tax strategy involves shifting some Promo Code Acrol"

potential future tax consequences. Far instance, in 2013, individuals investments that have taxable

The first involves reduecing your can contribute up to $17,500 to a 401(k) earnings over to other alternatives TéChnl'P

modified adjusted gross ineome, plan—and, for those whe reach age such as municipal bonds (muni's)

In doing so, one method could fifty before the 2013 calendar year is continued on page 81 5 e
he to maximize contributions into over, an additional $5,500 in “catch-up” S
pretax retirement plans such as contribution can also be made. Likewise, M mm
these same amounts also apply to those : =
who contribute to a 403(b) plan |ﬂﬂd$l0|3ll'l§ J demgﬁr ok ?]LLSEEE%EATR%ORG vt A %
713.957.0449 | www.ajslandscaping.com : 570
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From th_é Wliite House

Working toward equality for all

iﬁEwr_\- single American—gay,
straight, lesbian, bisexual,

transgender—every single American
-fll'.\vr‘.':-.-' to be treated :‘l[ll_':]l_'.' 1mn ".hi‘
eves of the law and in the eves of our
society.”

Well, that sounds pretty sweet,
doesn't it? Especially when it comes
from the leader of the free world, the
President of the United States. The
guy we helped secure another four
vears in office beginning this month

Well, maybe not all of us did.
Actually, 22 percent of LGBT voters
wanted the other guy. Yes, almost
one in four gay Americans voted
for Mitt Romney. I'm still trying to
figure that out

I'he most common response
from the gay Republican voters I've
talked to is that “the gay thing is
just one issue, and
I'm not a one-issue
voter.” So taxes are
more important than
your dignity and lega
rights? Do you realize
how many federal
laws—tax, marriage
immigration, employment
healthcare—diseriminate against
LGBT Americans?

Or how about Republicans who
say, "1 think Romney will be better
at improving the economy, and what

good is being equal if you can’t get a

job?” Well, what ?_\\n-.||| is getting :l_|-:J|'-

if you can get fired from it for being
gay? (Yes, that's still legal in Texas
and in twenty-eight other states,
according to the Human Rights

Campaign,)

| don't mean to beat a dead horse;

Obama won, and will continue to
make history for LGBT Americans
whether you voted for him or not.

In the past four years, he has
already done more to advance
equality than all of his predecessors

combined. I'm proud to have

president who's on my side

I'm proud to have a president who
weleomed us into his home for the first
LGET Pride celebration ever held in
the White House. And last year, the
Pentagon held its first Pride event.

'm proud to have a president who
opened the military’s closet doors so our
brave LGBT enlisted men and women
can fight fur our freedom with honesty
and dignity.

I'm proud to have a president who
stood with LGBT school kids against
bullving, hosted the first White House
conference to fight it, and even made
an “It Gets Better” video aimed at
bullied kids (search on Obama at
itgetzsbetterorg).

I'm proud to have a president who
has appointed more openly-LGBT

officials—from executive-branch gigs to

federal judges—than any other president

in history
I'm proud to have a president who
has extended LGBT benefits and

rights in the areas of federal employee

healthcare and hospital visitation policy.

I'm proud to have a president who
has pushed for LGBT equality on the

international stage, from the U.N. to the

first-ever U.S. stre v to combat LGBT
human rights viclations abroad

I'm proud to have a president who
supports my right to get married too,
and has actively fought the federal
Defense of Marriage Act that currently
denies some 1,100 federal marriage
benefits to same-sex couples who have
legally married in the states that
allow it.

If you're among the 22 percent
of LGBT Romney supporters, you're
probably ready for a heavy dose of Fox
News right about now.

But no matter how much vou hate
Obama's other policies, you simply

cannot dispute that he has made
landmark achievements for gay rights
in his first term.

And this month, President Obama
begins his second term. So regardless
of how disappointed you are that
you couldn’t get rid of this socialist
Kenyan who wants to take all your
money, please treasure the fact that
as gay Americans, we've got an ally in
the most powerful seat in the world

Of course, we still have a lot to
accomplish: ending discrimination
at work, winning marriage equality,
lifting the discriminatory ban on gay
blood donations, strengthening hate
crimes laws and prevention, helping
gay families adopt children, closing
the door on housing discrimination,
improving outreach to LGBT youth in
achools and on the streets (inc ]:'.LJJ.‘I:_',

LGBT history in school

curriculal, and so much

Obama won, and will continue to make more. It's all part of making
history for LGBT Americans whether you
voted for him or not.

good on th esident’s gos

LGBT equality “in the
eyes of the law and in the
eves of our socie ty”

Obama can't get it all
done in the next four vears, but I'm
confident his final term will usher
in more historical firsts for LGBT
Americans, It's an exeiting time to
be out and gay and living through
another historic American civil rights
movement.

So whether you voted for Obama
or not, I hope that all of us—LGBT
Americans and our straight allies
can rightly celebrate January 21 as
the second inauguration of the first

gay-rights president.

Blake Har_'.-. g 18 the .'-'r-'-.f-u_-".f-'ﬂ'r.-"u-r.- host

aft Mix 96.5 KHMX.

LET'S HEAD OUT.
Be wha you are. Drink what you like. And turn any time
into a great time with the just-right taste of Bud Light.

ITS THE SURE SIGN OF A GOOD TIME

HERE WE 5O.




What a World

WAW@25

What a World' celebrates its silver anniversary

ong before OutSmart and the

Internet, there was Dimensions, a
proud little 24-page fold-over monthly
publication based out of Lubbock for
leshians throughout the Gulf Coast
region.

Dimensions was an early source of

information for us—not a particularly
finaneially rewarding enterprise for
Again, Lubbock. Book
reviews, an advice column, and the

its publisher:

oceasional press release from Lesbian
and Gay Rights Lobby {(which would
later morph into Equality Texas)
filled its pages. It was distributed

via subseription and throughout
Texas’s lesbian-friendly gay bars

and businesses—places like Austin's
MNexxas, Dallas’s Buddies and Sue
Ellen’s, San Antonio’s Bonham
Exchange, and Houston's Kindred
Spirits and The Ranch. Eventually,
Dimenstons would also

be found in Inklings, a
bookstore for lesbians

that would later be
fondly remembered
when, years later, one
of its co-owners went on to become
mayor of the City of Houston

Stacked amid copies of other free
publications, Dimensions was our
region’s sole “fag rag” that wasn't
anchered by an ever-expanding
obituary department, relaying news
of that week's mounting losses to
AIDS; it was a feminine oasis amid
the unrelenting masculine aura of
death of that era.

While perusing a copy of
Dimetisions late one night after a
show, circa late 1988, it occurred
to me that the magazine might
be a good platform to seratch out
material for my burgeoning stand-up
routine. An inquiry to its publishers
Tasha
assignment of providing 800ish

and Roxanne landed me the

words of lesbian-centrie, quippy copy
each month in exchange for $40—not
a bad freelance rate for post-nil-bust

Texas.

22 JANUARY 2013 OutSmar IM'-|:‘,_;--_,> ne.com

I hadn't expected them to accept
my offer. [ would have done it for free.
Shhhh.

Seeking the optimal environment for
inspiration, I grabbed a towel, a six-pack
of cheap beer, a vellow legal pad, a Bic
pen, and headed for Galveston. Ohay,
now 'm oa writer! 1 mused as I sat down
in the sand to tackle my first column.

But what do I write about?

The answer came booming back to
me in an alarmingly forceful, unfamiliar
voice: Write about what you know.

Okay, fine, no need to shout, 1
internally |'|_'[J“l_'Ll. But what do I know?

Well, [ knew that just a few short
yvears earlier, I had been on the fast track
to long-term matrimony and motherhood
in rural Ohio. I knew, as a newly out
lesbhian, I was just beginning to find my
true voice. | knew there had to be a lot of
women out there who felt just like I felt—

| hadn't expected them to accept my offer.
| would have done if for free. Shhhh.

like 1 had an exciting and dangerous
secret that 1 eouldn’t wait to share with
the warld. I knew, as I peered out into
the Gulf of Mexico Lhat day, that | had
burned a lot of bridges to get to that
sandy beach. Mostly, I knew everything
about my entire existence had changed

almost beyond recognition, in a very brief

period of time,

Overwhelmed, 1 felt like a post
tornado Dorothy from The Wizard of
Oz, plunked down into a new, different
place—a place with vastly more colorful
surroundings.

“What a world,” I exhaled aloud in
amazement, recalling the final line
uttered by the Wicked Witch of the West
hefore she melted into the floor.

Oh. That could work, 1 again
whispered in my inner monologue,
scrawling the title across the top of the
vellow page.

And the rest, as they say, is herstory.

Every month, the columns continued.

Sometimes 1 was additionally assigned
interviews with lesbian celebrities

who might be touring Texas. Just
twenty-four hours after the horrific
San Francisco earthquake in 1989,

[ interviewed a very funny but then-
grieving woman named Kate Clinton.
[ learned while talking to her that
night that a comic doesn't always have
to be funny to be effective.

As time passed, you responded—
sometimes with fan letters, sometimes
with admenishment that I, living
high on the gay hog in the big,
anonymous city of Houston, could not
possibly understand the complexities
of coming out in more rural locations
where most Dimensions readers
lived. But come out, some of vou did,
anyway, That was worth way more
than the forty bucks

After appearing in Dimensions
'til its mid-nineties closure, “What
a World” has been published month
in and menth out, without
interruption, by nearly all of
Texas's gay press: Montrose
tand Houston) Voiwce, TWT,
Texas Triangle, TXT, a
handful of cut-of-state
publications, and of course, here in
OutSmart. Thanks for reading. Again,
[ hope it's been as good for you as
it'’s been for me. And yes, a book is
win the works,

To mark the twenty-fifth
anniversary of “What a Werld,” each
month in 2013 OutSmartMagazine
.com spothights a previous column
from yvears gone by. If a particular
past column pops cut in your memory
that you'd enjoy seeing again, please
drop me a line.

And if you ever travel to Lubbock,
tell Roxanne and Tasha that Naney
says thanks. Every month. B

Lily Tomlin
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From the Bar to the Barge

The many jobs of Tye Blue

by Donalevan Maines
Photo by leffrey Linthicum

puldn’t ya know, when Tye

Blue's ship comes in, it's

a showhoeat! Not just any

paddle steamer, but the
h:||q_'lJr1'|l'l_i Clotton J'_a'.‘“.u,-;.t.‘clu,, which :|-,|['ii,
January 18-February 9 for Houston Grand
Opera's production of Jerome Kern and
Oscar Hammerstein [1's classic Show Boat,

Blue is in high cotton, cast as Frank in

the illustrious company of nine-time Tony
Award-winner Tommy Tune as Cap'n
Andy Hawks. Also in tow, for the sake of
sheer elegance, is Houston socialite Lynn

Wyatt. She appears in the ch

ce Cameo

role of the “*Lady on the Les

“It’s a very big deal for me, personally
and professionally,” says Blue, currently
one of LGBT Houston’s most popular and
beloved entertainers

Fans of his work as a host and
performer in Montrose-area nightelubs
will recognize Blue's acting and singing

talents, but they might be surprised at the

dance steps he'’s been perfecting during

several months of private training to |J|'|._'.

Frank. the star of the Cotton Blossorm
Blue shoehorned solo choreography
lessons into an already busy schedule as
ereative director of operations at Guava
Lamp Houston and its sister ¢lub, VUE.
In 2012, he also spent eight months
producing a CD of three songs, which
he debuted November 1 on Greal Day
Houston before hosting “The Tye Blue
Revue” that evening at the launch party
for his CD in
the Peacock
Room at the
House of
Blues. The
songs on his
CD include
“Ower the Rainbow” from The Wizard of
0z, the Peggy Lee standard “You Give Me

of nowhere.”

Fever,” and an original tune, “A Song from

“I think | had a pretty normal
schooling. It was in the middle

Heaven Down to Earth.”

In the televised Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade in downtown Houston, Blue
performed a musical duet with Great Day
Houston host Deborah Duncan. Then
he was back at VUE on December 9 for
another installment of his feel-good Sunday
social, “Testify,” where uplifted souls shout
“Hollerlujah!” after a delicious meal

“It never stops, to be honest,” Blue says
of his career as a freelance performer. “In
ten vears, I
would like to

be doing less

_,l|||5.-~. It gets real
tiring.”

In faect, with
ambitions of

making a clear shift toward performing

exclusively in music or theater, Blue says,

he would love to host a late-night television

variety show based in Houston,

Aye, Captain:
local singer
Tye Blue

in Houston
Grand
Opera’s
production
of Show
Boat.

Tye Blue grew up in rural Needville,
about forty miles southwest of Houston,
with his sister, Suzette, and their
mother, Rhonda Howell, a single parent

“I think I had a pretty normal
schooling,” he says, “It was in the
middle of nowhere

“I was very active in band, playing
the saxophone. And | was in speech and
debate, I was in a zilly Western called
The Perilous Decline of Cora Sline, but
we were too small to put on a musieal

“I came out to my mother when I
was 18," Blue adds, describing it as a
“very normal” rite of passage.

His mother, who remains active
in Blue's life and career, [wp|:1in-‘.
that she's been a fan of Houston's gay
eommunity “from way back.” *“When —+

plays “Frank”
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Low Prices .
' out at Crossroads [Market Bookstore].

After graduating from Needville
High School, Blue attended Boston's

WISHES AR GRANTED.

Lower prices, bigger selection!

Spec's has hundreds of fine champagnes, rosés, sparkling wines and a
variety of mouth-watering, gourmet chocolates to choose from. Plus, our
friendly staff will help you plan the perfect occasion to wow all your
guests. Texas family-owned since 1962. CHEERS TO SAVINGS!®

prestigious Berklee College of Music,
where he enjoyed a rigorous and practical
education in music theory, performance
preparation, and many forms of world
musi¢, his favorite being pop and jazz-
driven. ( Berklee's distinguished faculty
and alumni are nominated for a total
of twenty-four Grammy Awards at the
fifty-fifth annual night of recording
industry honors on February 10. Among
the nominees is 2005 graduate Esperanza
Spalding, who was Grammy’s Best New
Artist in 2011.)

Blue transferred to Sam Houston
State University, where he recalls

SPECS &=

WINES - SPIRITS : FINER FOODS

(888) 526-8787 » TEXAS SUPERSTORE
LOCATIONS ALL OVER THE HOUSTON AREA » specsonline.com

learning about Show Boat and other

jroadway classics. The stage version of
Mon-Fri = 9:30am - 6:30pm | Thur = 9:30am - 7:30pm
Sat » 9am - 6:30 | Sun » 11am - 6pm

Edna Ferber's classie novel is a seminal

work of musical theater, showeasing a
2830 HICKS ST. fBETWEEN WASHINGTON & |_|0) magical seore of elassics such as “0I' Man

713-869-8321  www.ArnesWarehouse.com River,” “Can’t Help Lovin’ Dat Man,” and
“You Are Love." Audiences are swept

away by its epic storytelling, following

three generations of a theatrical family as
the Catton Blossom sails the Mississippi

River across four decades.

Octavio Barrios, MD

One of Blue's biggest .1.||||-.lu-:_'.~|~ Adult T ril'ﬂﬂi’\' Care
“Gioodbye, My Lady Love.” “Performing o
a lot of musical theater at Sam Houston www.doc barrios.com

15 probably more applicable to what

@

Avg. Contact Time
With Dr. Barrios
36 Minutes!

I'm doing now,” says Blue, who recently

wowed audiences as villainous Dr. Frank-
N-Furter in Bayou City Theatrics’ The
Rocky Horror Show at the Music Box
Theater.

HGOs Show Boat, helmed by
internationally renowned director

Board Certified
American Board of
Family Medicine

Francesca Zambello, is a co-production
with Lyrie Opera of Chicago, San
Francisco Opera, and Washington

National Opera
Back in the nineties, productions of B.“ r\ppmntmem
Shotw Boat won the Tony Award for best Same Day Available
musical revival in 1995 and London’s For Acute Illness
Laurence Olivier Award for best musical
JOIN US IN THE FIGHT TO END HIV exisal in do Most
; . Insurances
We are looking for HIV-negative men and transwomen What: Shaw Boat Accepted
who ¥ men, 18-50, for an HIV vaccine study. You cannot When: January 18-February 9
get HIV from the vaccine. You will be paid for your time. Where: Wortham Theater Center, Pasadena Houston - Montrose
500 Texas Avenue Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: Wednesday, riday, Saturday:
303-724-0801 TICREFSF_IH'BI $16— $3~'_.1.‘-’ .' 713/228-6737 4412 WASHINGTON. HOUSTON. TX 77007 Horizon Family Healthcare Skin Renaissance Laser Center
BCM or houstongrandopera.org 713.880.5111 7106 Spencer Highway 106 Westhemmer (at B.‘lgh\"l
E.ORG e s e 281-542-9400 713-942-7546
. : i Donalevan Maines also writes about The

Boys in the Band in this of OutSmart.
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Lily, Lately

At 73, Lily Tomlin should be slowing down, youd quess. Guess again

by Blase DiStefano
Photo by Jenny Risher

ne of our legendary ladies

who just happens to be a leshi-

an and whose lirst name, Lily,

gives us more alliteration than
we could hope for—is in possibly the busi-
est period of her life: 1) she is working on a

new ABC sitcom, Malibu Country; 2) she re-

prises her outlandish role as Lisa Kudrow's
mother on Showtime's Web Therapy; 3) she
has fun with Joan Rivers on WeTV's Joan
& Melissa: Joan Knows Best?; 4) she is in-
terviewed for a Richard Pryor documentary
and for David Steinberg’s Showtime series
Inside Comedy; 5) she narrates an HBO
documentary, An Apology for Elephants,
written by Jane Wagner, her life partner;
6) she plays Tina Fey's mother in the new
film Admission; and 7) she is still doing her
one-woman show, which plays Houston on
February 9. That doesn’t include projects
that would simply make this intro so long
that we would have to forgo the interview,
To read the r:r?i;i."('h interview, log on to

OutSmartMagazine.com.

Blase DiStefano: Let’s start with the new
sitcom Malibu Country. The last | read, the
ratings for that time slot are the highest
they've been in five years.

Lily Tomlin: [ think ABC 15 pretty pleased
with it. It's really fun, and we're getting

into a stride now

What's it like working with Reba McEntire?
Reba's a doll—she's great to work with. She

just had all the cast to her house for Christ-

mas dinner last night [Friday, December
14] 'cause our
Christmas epi-
sode was on.
We had dinner
and watched
that epizode.

Aren’t you

also doing [the Showtime comedy] Web
Therapy?

Oh, yes. We're going to do the next season

of that. We usually do that in one day

| went with my
she knew it was going to be a real tearjerker. So
we went in and sat down, and when she opened
her purse, she had three washcloths in her bag.

Many hats: actor/
comedian/writer/
producer Lily Tomlin
may be best known
for the myriad
characters she has
conjured over the
years, including the
truth-telling child
Edith Ann, the ultra-
conservative Mrs.
Beasley, Ernestine
the controlling tele-
phone switchboard
operator, and lounge
lizard Tommy Velour,
among others.

N
\ \ ).J’

One day?! With you in different costumes?! working. 1 almost make a wig for every

Yes. You can do that in a short time. Like in character 1 do, [Both laugh] I've always
the first season where [my character| Putsy been a wig queen—it so speaks of who
Hodge went from very button-down to very the character is

Asian and Bohemian and everything, and

Web Therapy is mostly improvised.

[t 15, but | know [beforehand] what the

then she got committed to the asylum, [Both
laugh] 1 love playing Putsy
gist of it 18 going to be
mother to see Imitation of Life, and :
You're the mother of
some great people.
I had quate brilliant off-

spring

[Laughs] Definitely.
You've got Reba right now. You've got
Lisa next month, and the month after
that you‘ve got Tina Fey [in the film —

Lisa Kudrow is a genius, and to have you as
her mother—that was just genius casting.
So what about the wigs on this show?
Those are my wigs and everything. 1 have

a huge wig room from all these years of
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Admission]. But back to Web Therapy.
How did the role come about?

I knew Lisa. I wasn't close friends or any-
thing, but when people are so good, you
just like them, so you're drawn to them

I had met with Don Roos and Dan Buca-
tinsky [partners in business and life, and
also business partners with Kudrow| and
Lisa earlier, and they wanted to know

if I had any ideas to develop, and that's
where the puppets came up. |Both laugh|
I don't know how it evolved, but I guess
Shewtime picked it up in the meantime,
and [ think that's when they filmed me
and Victor Garber [who plays Kudrow's
gay husband]. It's so hip and wonderful.

I love it.

They show outtakes at
the end of the show, and
they're as good as the
show. You wonder how the
actors can keep a straight
face.

We're shooting it on op-
posite ends of a sound-
stage—Lisa's sitting over a
hundred, two hundred feet
away from you, watching

a monitor, and it’s got your
picture on it, and I'm sit-
ting over here, and I've got
her picture, so you don’t
know what's coming,

That's part of the fun.
Tatally.

You've also got Inside
Comedy coming up, where
you were interviewed by
David Steinberg. Had you
worked with David before?
In one of my first jobs on
network television. I came
to California for it from
New York, and | chose it
over Laugh-In, which was
starting its third season.
This was like 1969, and we
thought we were just too
hip to be on television. This
show was like a Midmight Special—one of
the first programs aimed at teenagers or
a young market. Parents were just up in
arms—these long-haired dopers were in
prime time, Presumably dopers.

It got cancelled mid-season, and I still
had the offer to go to Laugh-In, so I went
over to Laugh-In.

JANUARY 2013 QutSmartMagazine.com

That was really good timing, wasn't it?
Yeah. I'm crazy about George Schlatter, who
was the producer. He was one of the first
producers who didn't pull back like two or
three seats when [ started to do one of my
characters. They didn’t like to see women do
that kind of comedy. Plus, it was just so bi-

zarre to see a girl sitting there who suddenly

turns into something else.

Besides Inside Comedy, didn't you film a
segment in Joan Rivers’s reality show [Joan
& Melissa: Joan Knows Best?]?

Yeah, I've known Joan since when I started.
She was a headliner in the downstairs room
[at New York’s Upstairs at the Downstairs
nightclubl, and I was in the revue upstairs
with Madeleine Kahn and Dixie Carter. I've
known Joan since before Melissa was born.

Mothers and lovers (clockwise from upper left): Lily Tomlin as Putsy Hodge
{wearing a hat that Tomlin's real-life brother bought for her at Loretta
Young's estate sale), the mother of Lisa Kudrow’s character in Showtime’s
Web Therapy; Tomlin as Lillie Mae (also Tomlin’s mother’s real name), the
mother of Reba McEntire's character in ABC's Malibu Country; and Tomlin
with Jane Wagner, her partner whom she met in 1971.

So you're going to be in Houston on Friday,
February 9.

Yes, we film on Thursday and rehearse on
Friday morning for the next week. So I'll
probably fly out as soon as we're done with
the rehearsal, and then do the Houston
show on Saturday [and the Dallas show

on Sunday]|.

Whoa.
It’s all right. I've done it all my life. Even
Reha, she does dates very often on the week-

ends, Of course, she probably has her own
plane. [Both laugh]

50 what can we expect with this show?
A lot of characters—whatever I've up-
dated into their mouths. I use video. Not
a lot. It's more about either satirizing
myself or something I interact with about
one of the characters. Or maybe a charac-
ter would tell you about the character and
refer to something they'd done or would
hope to do. [Both laugh)

How was it working with Tina Fey and
Paul Rudd in Admission?

I'm a fan. It was very easy and sweet, 1
just saw the movie the other night, and it
was really good.

Here's the best part: the fellow who
directed this movie,
Paul Weitz, he'd dene a
movie called About the
Boy. I loved his touch
with character—subtle,
overlapping, nothing
was cut-and-dried—so |
was very eager to work

ILFATESY LILY TOMLIP)

with him. I'm supposed
to be a feminist [in the

SEERR I

movie], and I am sort
of well-known, say in
the seventies, and have

RO N

a real big important
feminist book, and Tina,
my daughter, is exactly
the opposite. She's an
admissions officer at
Princeton,so 1. ..um,
['m trying to pull up

his mother's name [on
the computer|, You may

=
£l

know—do you know the
old Lana Turner movie
Imitation of Life?

Oh yeah.
Who's the girl that was
mixed race?

Susan Kohner.

Yes, that’s who it was. I
knew it was Susan, and
I couldn’t think of her
last name.

What does she have to do with this?
She [is Paul Weitz's] mother in real life

Oh my God!

Wait a minute-here's the choice part:
when I started talking about coming to
do the movie—I always ask about people’s
mothers and dads and where they're from
and what they do and what they did. And
anyway, he says his mother was the
actress [in Imitation of Life], and 1 —
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I.ilv, latﬂl‘v continued from page 32

couldn't believe it, because here’s my story
about Imitation of Life: I went with my
mother to see [that movie], and she knew
it was going to be a real tearjerker, So
we went in and sat down, and when she
opened her purse, she had three wash-
cloths in her bag. [Both laugh]

['ve lived my whole life to tell that
to somebody to whom it would mean
something. And [Paul's| mother [Susan
Kohner] is still living—very, very lovely,
attractive woman. She came to the set a
eouple of times. Anyway, it was just great
to be able to tell that to Paul about his
mom, and then I got to meet her |and tell
her]. 1 was just thrilled

For someone like me or someone like
you, that would be a moment in life that
you never forgot when your mother opens
her purse and there were three wash
cloths. |Both laugh)

That was a big side trip.

Side trips are always fun. Now if you don't
mind getting a little stereotypical for a
second, what is the gayest thing you've
ever done? Before you answer that, let
me say, as a gay man, | love show tunes,
I've never missed an episode of Project
Runway, and | love women like you,
Bette Midler, Maggie Smith, Joan Rivers,
Kathy Griffin, etc. So is there anything . ..
No, but as soon as you mention anvbody,

I want to start telling a story—like when
you said Maggie Smith, because | made
Tea with Mussolini with Maggie Smith
and Judi Dench and Joan Plowright and
Cher, Of course 1 was mad for Maggie
Smith. We were in Italy for three months.
I was such a goofball. We'd be in a villa
for two or three days shooting out in the
country, and the three of them would get
in a room together and smoke and send
down to some little butcher shop to get
some head cheese and salami, and there
wWas no tea

While you're making a movie called Tea
with Mussolini.

[Laughs| Exactly. I was looking for tea-
cups and tea bags and trving to make tea
for them. I must have annoyed the hell out
of them. You could hear the cups clanging
on the tray as | came up the stairs to their
room and knocking politely. [Both laugh]
And you know they'd be looking at each
other, rolling their eyes and wondering

Just what s her story?

How is Jane doing? [Jane Wagner is Tom-
lin's life partner.]

She's doing great. They re-issued—from
twenty-five or more years in print—they've
re-issued The Search [for Signs of Intel-

ligent Life in the Universe] with new

additions—I wrote a little essay and Jane
wrote a much longer essay, and different
people—current people—reflected on The
Search these many years later,

Has it been out long?
It just came out. Not a big fanfare, just
something Harper’s wants to keep in

their library.

Since you're gonna be here in Houston
a few days before Valentine's Day, are
you going to be able to be with Jane on
Valentine's Day?

Oh yeah, I'll be here at home [in L.A.].

That's where you're filming?
We film five minutes from my house. 1
could walk to work.

Tell me about the Elephants documentary.
I've advoeated for elephants in captivity
for four or five years, so | pitched the idea
to HBO. I narrated it, and Jane wrote the
narration. It's a half-hour documentary. 1
don't think it will be on until summer. If
they've kept the same title, it'’s called An

Apology to Elephants

I read an article in National Geagraphic
about what's happening to elephants, and
it's not good. We do owe them an apology.
But anyway, did you know that the
pope tweets?
|Laughs] Wait, [looking at her computer|
[ think maybe that's him now. He's tweet
ing me—"Ihd | leave my red shoes at

vour house?”

[Laughs] You've got so much going on
.1 don’t know how you do it. Is it be-
cause you've been doing it all your life?
Pretty much. You're all geared up to do
it. In between, you do stulf for friends—
like after 1 rehearse Monday, I have to
get ready to shoot another documentary
for Joan, one she's doing on Show tima
about funny women or something. And
I'm also going to be interviewed for a
documentary for Richard Pryor—I've
done half a dozen of those over the years.
I don't know that they're going to hear
anything new. But you do it out of regard

for the artist

That's cool. Sa | think I've covered it all.
Thank you for your time, Lily.

Hey, Blase, thank you. And I look for-
ward to seeing vou in Houston,

What: Lily Tomlin

When: Friday, February 9, at 8 p.m
Where: Jones Hall

Tickets/info: spahouston.org

or T13/227-4772.

To read the complete interview, log on to
OutSmartMagazine.com.

COUNTRY PLAYHOUSE

c,-m;‘,,, 19563

L

THE

BOYSe:BAND® .

"WAOrt Crowley

Dlrected b; Stuart Purdy |

JANUARY 11 - 26, 2013 : Fri. & Sat. @ 8 p.m.
MATINEE: Sun. 20 @ 2 p.m. ~ Thurs. 24 @ 7:30 p.m.
$22 Adults|$19 Students/Seniors(65+)|Group Rates Avail.

Tickets: 713-467-4497 or @ countryplayhouse.org

5P
102 O"’o,

A

Country Playhouse is supperted in part by generous grants from:
Houston Endowment Inc. Albert and Ethel Herzstein Charitable Foundation  The Szlners Family Foundation
Texas Commission on the Arts  City of Houston through the Houston Arts Alliance

o, i
e oy LGET acht

Did you know
most blindness
can be treated?

Macular Degenearalion

Catoracts » Diabates

We aecepr Medicare and many other Insurances.,

Museum District exe cenTER,

(713)333-01561 - 4704 Montrose Blvd, Hauqrr\n TK Fi) e wmrw.(.:hr:rlea-.;mc|rrMi).cmn

SUlmariiviagazine. co




Clayton D, Boone, Agent

Build a
bundle.

Save a
bundle.

Bundle auto, home and life
for big State Farm® discounts.
So let me show you how

State Farm can help protect all
the things that matter most -
for a lot less than you think.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.

CALL ME TODAY

o StateFarm-

- west houston

L K S WAGBGEN

H WWJ.’ #

2013 Beetle Turbo
Convertible

0

Michael Alan Schwartz

Get a Family Deal...from Family!
713.909.4742 (takitext) » 17113 Katy Fwy. @ Barker Cypress Road

Schwartz@westhoustonvw-subaru.com = facebook.com/MichaelSchwartzVW

Experience

In-network pricing with most PPO plans

Modern, high-tech environment with a friendly atmosphere

Full-service dentistry & Cosmetic procedures
Provider of &
Don’t forget to FLOSS!

\

)
é;@ﬁﬂ

One of the

Money and Happiness:
The Mind-Pocketbook Connection

Alan Davidson, Houston's
Guru of Happiness, gives
his take on leading a
happy gay life

by Janice Stensrude

Photo by Yvonne Feece

‘ ‘ he road of excess leads

to the palace of wisdom.
Poet William Blake said

it, Alan Davidson lived it

“Well, I've certainly traveled the road

of excess, and I certainly have found a

certain | mi,” Davidson com-

ments. “I would say that the caveat in
Blake's verse is the wanting to learn
or the needing to learn, You see many
people making the same habitual choices
vear after year, relationship after rela-
tionship. So, veah, vou have to want to
learn and grow and evolve for that to

be true.”

Maore than twenty years ago,
Davidson was one of the few survivors
among his hard-partying friends when
he marshaled the courage to get tested
for HIV, The unexpected news that he
was not HIV positive motivated him to

leave behind his booze-and-drug life-

style, Six months sober, with sav

from his profligate career as one of gay

degree in psychology and trained in a bevy

of bodywork and healing modalities, begin-

ning with massage therapy. He studied with

Houston's spiritual
e  The unexpected news that he was not “*"

bartend-

HIV positive motivated him to leave

healers

ers, Big . . . -ough-
o tnge behind his booze-and-drugs lifestyle. '
Al as he world

likes to be called, began his road to re-

eovery . ..and to mastery. He finished a

and began putting into practice what he
had learned, Today he conducts his happi-
ness workshops across the country, as well
as in the U.K., where he has an enthusiastic
following.

Answer man:
in addition

to leading
international
spiritual
workshops,
Alan Davidson
is also the
author of Body
Brilliance:
Mastering
Your Five Vital
Intelligences,
available from
Elite Books.

Can Money Buy Happiness?

Davidson points to the conclusions of
the Warld Happiness Report, published
hy the United Nations in April of last
year. The correlation between income
and happiness, it appears, is akin to
the law of diminishing returns: the
more you have, the less you benefit
from having more. A rich man might
need an extra $100,000 to feel just a
little bit happier, whereas a poor man

might be immensely happier with an —
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Money and Happiness

conkinued from Frevious page

extra $10. How do you know when you've
got enough? "That’s the question for Lhe
ages,” Davidson declares.

Having the basic necessities, he
says, “provides you a certain level of
happiness, but when you start having
hundreds of thousands of dollars or mil-
lions on top of that, then it really has a
very small impact on how happy you
really are.”

So what's the difference between a
happy billionaire and an unhappy one?
“A higher purpose for your life,”
Gay Uncle Al. And that purpose eould be,
he says, “making money to be of service to

says Big

society.” Philanthropy is a legitimate life
purpose, he suggests,

“When we look at what is important
for happiness in our modern twenty-first-
century world, says Davidson, “purpose
and meaning is definitely one of the top
five elements you've got to have. . . . We
go into a crisis, a personality crisis or a
spiritual erisis beeause we put our mean-
ing and purpose on something that is
very transient and often insignilicant.
And so how do we replace that with some-
thing that is genuinely meaningful for
our soul?”

Finding Happiness
Davidson thinks that there's a lot of

“I don't know what makes me happy”
in today's developed nations. “We're so

bombarded by external messages that we've
forgotten how to listen to that small still
vaoice within us that guides us,” he explains,
“Good feels good, bad feels bad, and the
more that [ do the things that feel good to
me the more time | spend with people who
feel good to me, the more time that I invest
in purposeful endeavors that feel good to
me, then the more I am investing in that
voice within my own heart of hearts and the
things that bring me joy. And it's just that
simple.”

Simple it might be, but Davidson warns
of the difference between short-term and
long-term good feelings, “It's called conse-
quence or karma,” he says, “and that's where
wisdom or discernment is important.
it feels good in the moment, but what's the
price that | pay for this? So it's not just the
hedonistic pleasure and satisfaction of doing
something, but it's also the knowing from
a wider perspective that this feels good at
multiple levels of conseiousness and being,
and that it's going to help me feel good for a
very long time instead of just a quick fix.

“Happiness is like freedom or love,” he
says. “It'’s not something that you can grasp
and hold onte. It's really a state of being,
and we as a people, as individuals, and as a
culture are taught that these are outside of
ourselves and that we've got to keep up with
the Joneses or the Smiths, and material
possessions will make us happy. And then
ultimately when we make happiness our
goal in life we begin to realize that, Oh, the
big house on River Oaks Boulevard doesn't
genuinely make me happy, or a million or
two million or four million dollars in the

bank doesn’t make me happy. And so we
begin to focus on those things in our life
that do make us happy. Maybe its being
in nature or being with people we love or
with family er being of serviece in some
specific way. Happiness comes to us in
those surprise moments like that. with a
sense of real well-being. And it's illusive.

“Now the challenge is how do we take
those spontaneous moments of well-being
or flourishing or happiness and make
them a permanent state of being? And
that's what spiritual practice is really
about: how do I evolve and grow mysell
in such a way so that my state of being is
always one of happiness and joy and ec-
stacy with the life that I'm given?”

Gay and Happy

Though Davidson's happiness advice is
for everyone, he recognizes a brand of
unhappiness that is particular to the
LGBT community

“Even though there’s tremendous
progress politically and even legally for
gays, there is still a harsh, cruel judg-
ment by some people in our culture and
society today about homosexuals,” he
says. “So there's still that thought of
being an outeast, which only feeds that
inner level of anxiety and fear and even
panic that we all have. You know, we're
hard-wired to connect as a species, as
people. One of the five elements of hu-
man flourishing and happiness is loving
relationships. And so a lot of us who are
gay have this belief that I'm not lovable,

Defining Happiness through the Body’s Five Vital Intelligences

At the Physical Layer of
Intelligence, happiness is the
enjoyment of our bodily pleasures.
Satisfving these pleasures is the
source of an immediate, delicious,
sensual happiness . . . but, alas, so
fleeting.

At the Emotional Layer of
Intelligence, happiness is well-
being, contentment, and joy, the
positive feelings that make life
enjovable. But to know happiness
only as an emotion means that our
delight is temporary, rising and
falling with eur moods.

ALAN DAVIDSON

At the Mental Layer of
Intelligence. happiness is a con-
scious decision to choose joy, to
focus on the positive aspects of our
lives.

At the Moral Layer of Intelligence,
happiness is performing a thousand
acts of kindness,

At the Spiritual Layer of
Intelligence, happiness is a vibra-
tion. Progressing from shame and
guilt through courage and joy—and
ultimately, peace and enlighten-
ment—the higher the vibration, the
closer we are to enlightenment.,

From Alan Davidson's Bady Brillianee: Mastering Your Five Vital Intelligences. Elite Books, 2007,
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that I'm evil or that there's something
wrong with me, that I'm not worthy, and
that feeds that anxiety at that existen-
tial level of being. So 1 see that’s why so
many gay people are out at the clubs,
partying, daneing, doing drugs, and us-
ing eompulsive behaviors to anesthetize
that insecurity and doubt that they have
inside them.”

This sensitivity to the judgments of
others, says Davidson, “primes us to look
externally for happiness and satisfac-
tion. And so one thing we have to do as
gays and lesbians is to realize the falla-
¢v of that . . . and that we have to devel-
op a relationship with that small voice of
consciousness inside of us.” Those [irst
steps, he says, are often “frightening
and painful, but it's a step that has to
be made to finally work through all the
muck, that’s accumulated in a lifetime,
to reconnect with the heart of hearts.”

Davidson believes that unhappy life
experiences can prepare us for better
lives. “That kind of deep wounding from
our society is what has led many gays
and leshians into the pursuit of spiri-
tual practice and awareness of healing.
Soit's that wounding that’s actually
opened the door to a greater awareness
and understanding and healing. So for
us as queers, we have to quit looking
outside of ourselves for our own sense
of self-worth and well-being. We have to
develop that sense that my own happi-
ness, my own self-respect, my own sense
of personal contribution all come from
the light in my heart of hearts, and that
if [ nourish that and feed that, I will
find a place in the world where 1 am safe
and that I can express myself with real
joy. And the world is not always recep-
tive to that right now, But we have to do
it anyway.”

The Final Word

“It's really quite surprising the guidance
that I get from my own heart of hearts,”
says Davidson, “and whether you believe
in God or not, it doesn't matter. You have
something inside of vou that can connect
with the perfection of the universe and
life, You don't have to call it a soul or a
spirit. It's just that impulse within you
to create and express, to be the best that
vou can be.”

Lesbian, gay, bi, trans, straight, or
other, Big Gay Unecle Al's advice is the
same. If all you want out of life is to be
happy, “Follow your dream with great
passion and devotion, It's a wonderful,
noble end.”

Janice Stensrude 1s a frequent contribu-
tor to OutSmart magazine.
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New Kid in Town

Texas United Charities throws its hat into the fundraising ring

by Nancy Ford

elissa Flories began her
fundraising career for
Texas's LGBT commu-
nity in Fort Worth before
moving to Houston in the late nineties
and becoming a driving force in the local
fundraising-by-performance community
The affable, proud Lone Star native
cut her teeth on community activism in
the 1980s with Ft. Worth's Pride Associa-
tion, where she served as president.
“Then, when the AIDS epidemic hit
our community, I became a very active
member with the Imperial Court de It.
Worth/Arlington, whose primary focus,
back in those days, was to raise money for
people with AIDS " Flories says.
Flories earned the crown of “Emperor
16" in the mid-nineties in a national,
charitable Imperial Court system, and
remains an active member of the local
organization today. She has also served
on the board for Lesbhian Health Initia
tive (LHI) and has been involved in
countless fundraising events for various
organizations,
Suffice it to say, the woman knows her
way around a community fundraiser.
Flories and a handful of like-minded
people have decided to put their experi-
ence and
passion into
a new project
called Texas

“We want our dollars going to
those that are first on our list: TUC's

converged at her and her partner Sara
Sjolander’s home to explore possibilities
“We discussed several ideas,” she says. “In
these discussions, we ultimately decided to
start our own fundraising organization so
we could build the fundraising model we
felt would best suit us, our membership,
and our community.”

From those discussions, Texas United
Charities
(TUC)
emerged

tniigy the gay and lesbian community” s i

Charities
“All of us
have varying fundraising backgrounds,
and we would do things from time to
time to support other organizations in
their fundraising efforts,” Flories says.
“We wanted to ramp up our involvement
in this arena, but none of us could find a
place we could call ‘home,’ so to speak.”
In March 2012, Flories and friends

simple, she

explains.
*TUC is a 501(c)(3) charity that wants to
raise money for the gay and leshian com-
munity and have everyone involved have
fun deoing it.”

TUC’s first charitable endeavor is the
18t Annual Texas Red and White Ball,
scheduled February 9 at EJ’s.

“There are several things happening
that evening, the most important being a

Judged contest for Mr., Miss, and Ms. Texas

Hearts as big as Texas: Texas United Charities’ board of directors are (clockwise, from top
left) David Revils, director; Melissa A. Flories, president; IP Gill, vice president; Donna Junker,
secretary; Jerry Rockwell, treasurer; and Sara Sjolander, director.

Valentine,” Flories says. “There are

two parts to the contest: talent, and
funds raised prior to the event.” Winners
of the pageant receive a $25 bar tab at
EJ's, dinner for twa at Riva's, and two
movie tickets. Proceeds from the evening
benefit LHI.

Guests are also be treated to flowers,
photos, and a “meet your match” service
for singles.

Flories recognizes that there are
several other well-established, perfor-
mance-based charities in Houston that
operate similarly and aim to fill the same
need as TUC,

“All of the fundraising organizations
in Hougton do a great job in raising money
for people that are in need, and our goal is
to add to that mix, tapping into different
pockets of the community to bring them
on board,” Flories says. “There are some
similarities, and there are several things
that make us very different, as well. —+
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New Kid in Town

continued from previous page

“First,” Flories explains, “we will not
be producing events every weekend. We
are more focused on developing [any-
where from] two to four sipnature events
that will repeat each year. Second, we
will not be raising money all year long to
produce an annual event.”

Second, Flores says, TUC's fundrais-
ing model requires 100 percent of the
funds raised for each event to he donated
to the named charity.

“Our charter and general membership

dues are designated to cover any event
costs and the small operating budget we
have, so all the monev raised at a TUC-
sponsored event will be donated to the
charity,” Flories explains

“Third, we are a statewide organiza
tion with hopes of building TUC chapters
in Texas, so0 we are not just exelusively in
Houston,” Flories says,

Further, TUC is not limited to donat-
ing to health 1ssues or giving to groups,
“We also have the ability to gift to indi-
viduals, if we so choose.” she adds.

An inclusion sure to raise some eye-
brows, TUC’s charter aims to r:

*(G's" in the

se funds

exclusively for the “L's™ anc
LGBT community.

“We believe that everyone has the
right to raise money or donate to any
charity they choose,” Flories says. "As
far as our money designation, it is not so
much who we don’t want to raise money
for, but rather, who we do want to raise
money for, and where our dollars can be
most effective,

“We wish we had all the money in the
world to do with as we choosze, because
we have a list of segments we would give
money to, beginning with the homeless
population here in Houston,” Flories
continues. “Having said that, the simple
matter is that we know in these economic
times, raising money for charity is more
challenging than ever. We want our dol-
lars going to those that are first on our
list and in our hearts: the gay and lesbian
community.”

The most important aspect of Hous-
ton's newest charitable organization,
Flories says, 15 that TUC “loves to raise
money, we love having fun doing it, and
we welcome new and creative fundraising
ideas.

“The members of the TUC board are
honored to be serving the Houston gay
and leshian community. If there are any
specific needs any organization has that
are not being met, please do not hesitate
to contact us.”

Anyone interested in membership or
making requests for funding is asked to
e-mail Flories at melissa.tue@aol.com. H

Great Gym...

And the 'New Normal’ family behind it

by Marene Gustin

Photos by Yvonne Feece

hat's a handsome young

fitness trainer who is di-

vorcing his wife and coming

out supposed to do when he
lives in the repressed Midwest?

Move to Housten, of course

That’s exactly what Brian Nash did
seven vears ago. Today he 1s an owner/
trainer at the two-year-old Quality Life
Fitness center in Highland Village, and is
raising his three children with his part-
ner, James Huter

“We're super fans of The New Normal,”
Nash says, “beeause that's our life!”

Jut it wasn't easy creating this fanaly.
The divorce wasn't friendly, and it took
Nash three years and two law firms-
while working two jobs to pay for them—
before he finally received custody of his
three kids.

“James was just wonderful about the
kids,” he recalls. “We had only been dat-
ing about six months, and now I was ask-
ing him to co-parent three little kids. He
deserves a medal for all he's done. I really
am going to propose to him.”

In the beginning, the children—Gabe,
now 10, Keziah, 8, and Lily, T7—called the
duo Dad and James. “*We didn't want to
force any labels on them,” Nash says. “But
now they call James their ‘special daddy.
I think they're really
proud of having two
dads. At sehool and
Girl Scouts they're
like, “This is my
Daddy and this is
my other Daddy.”™

Nash, who has a personal-training
certification from the National Academy
of Sports Medicine and numercus in-
structing certifications from Les Mills,

“We're super fans of The
New Normal because
that's our life!”

worked at several fitness centers in Houston

but found there wasn't a friendly, quality-
of-life fitness center
for young, educated
[Il'(l!]ll".

“There are three
places in a person’s
life of importance,”
he says. “Home is
first, work is second, and the third is where
you spend your spare time—a bar, a hair
salon, or a gym.”

So Nash and Huter decided to open a gym
that would cater to those who wanted fitness
to be a real part of their lives. And the result

Big plans:
partners

in life and
business,
Brian Nash
(r) and James
Huter expect
to expand
Quality

Life Fitness
in the com-
ing year into
a weight-loss
and anti-
aging clinic
run by Dr.
Rod Frazier,
all the while
taking care
of their three
children,
(I-r) Keziah,
Gabe, and
Lily.

is Quality Life Fitness, on Westheimer
near the 610 Loop

It wasn't easy starting and run-
ning a business with three children in
elementary school, but so far it's been a
suecess. Quality Life Fitness combines
friendly trained staff, quality equipment
(they have Houston's only Real Ryder
bikes that lean and swivel like real
trail bikes), and it was the first green-
certified gym in the city. Built with —
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recycled and sustain-
able materials, the gym
uses nen-bichazard
materials and cleaning
products, and uses elec-
tricity from wind energy
providers. “I think any
business, any person,
should be concerned
about the environment
in their business prac- .y i
tice,” Nash explains, Brian Nash

It's all about a bet-
ter planet and a better
body. And to that end,
Quality Life Fitness also a trainer.
expanded in May and is
expanding again this month to inelude a
weight-loss and anti-aging clinic run by
Dr. Rod Frazier

“I think there's a very logical and per-
feet fit between wellness and fitness,” Dr
Frazier says. *“We'll work with the clients
to use nutrition and preventative medi
cine to reduce their use of medications
Proper diet and fitness ean lower blood
pressure and help diabetics and those

with other diseases brought on by being

LAWN SERVICES
of FHouston

Lawn and Garden
Restoration ® Maintenance = Design
Iron and Wood Fencing
Patios * Decks * Retaining Walls
Pottery * Holiday Lighting

Now pre-booking Holiday

Lighting Installations!
713.502.5589

LawnServicesorHousTon.com

is not only ’r' ‘ i TS
a Quality | il it :
Life Fitness ‘,\ \ don't look good and
owner, he's b aren't healthy, vou

overweight and out
of shape.”

The clinie will
also offer bividenti-
eal hormone replace
ment therapy and
skin treatments
such as Botox
injections,

“My passion is
to live life to the
fullest,” Nash says
“And the gym and
elinie are all about

quality of life. If you

aren't going to be
happy.”
So far the New Year, get moving, eat

right, and be happy

Quality Life Fitness

4150 Westheimer Road

713/621-4300
qualitylifefitnesshouston.com

Marene Gustin wrote about the world of

Mexican food in Houston for the Decembe

2012 issue of QutSmart magazine,
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Anxious,
depressed,
stressed,
compulsive,
or distracted?

MEN OFTEN TALK ABOUT:

Being competent in some areas
while struggling with others

Being tough on the outside
but hurting inside

Shutting down

Needing to belong,
but feeling separate

Hurt, pain, loneliness
Feeling unappreciated, inadequate,
or misunderstood
Difficult with understanding or
expressing their emotions
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Will this be a gem of a year?

by Lilly Roddy | [Mustrations by Pavid Eduarde Flores Perez
Photo of Lilly Roddy by Johin Conroy

Lilly Roddy’s Annual

Journey through the Signs

he most important
planetary event we are
going to have this year

is Uranus, planet of change
and rebellion, in a very tense

alignment with Pluto, planet of

power and “the cosmic enema.”
This has been the cause of the
worldwide power struggles that
are going on between the haves
and have-nots. These energies
will be very strong in May,
August, and November, It is a
time to throw off the shackles
of the old guard, That same
dynamic is taking place on a
personal level for many ef you,
and vou may realize you are
unwilling to tolerate vour own
complacence, We will all be
freer when this is done. Exam-
ine the things you're holding on
to that undermine your success
Look for solutions during June
and July. We can move forward
more easily in June, July, and
December.

This year, Mercury is ret-
rograde February 18 through
March 22, June 22 through
July 26, and October 15

through November 15. Mercury
retrograde periods are very
positive times to finish old proj-
ects, clean out files and closets,
and take care of things from
the past. Sometimes old friends
or flames can return during a
Mercury retrograde. For those
in sales, it’s a great time to
contact people on your existing
client list rather than trying to
find new customers

The eclipses in April, Octo-
ber, and November are aimed
at improving personal financial
responsibility, This may bring
bad situations to light se that
things can improve. This will
have a greater impact on those
of you born in Taurus
or Scorpio.

Individual Astrocasts start
on page 48, —»
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BARIES warcH21-apriL 18

This continues to be another big year

of change for Aries folk. So many of

you are looking to reinvent yourselves

and do something that is totally dif-
ferent. You may be noticing the first

signs of boredom and feeling trapped.
You have grown past the things that

used to motivate you. You will have
to answer to energies that want you

T-EURUS APRIL 20— MAY 20

After several years of drifting about,
you are feeling more focused on long-

term goals and making the most of

your life. You'll start out by evaluating

where you have been as vou consider
what te do next. Usefulness is vour

GEMINT wer2i-aune 2

The Twins are busy this year with
Jupiter—planet of growth, expan-

sion, travel, and |1L'|"r|j|p;ir|g it—movin

through Gemini. With Jupiter, you
usually feel positive and confident,
putting off an energy that attracts
people to you,

The first half of the vear is an
especially beneficial time. This is
a good time for all kinds of social

48 JANUARY 2013 QuiSmartMagazinecom
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to live more in the present and
be less concerned about future
security. Thig can be 4 difficult
time if your relationship is very
rigid. You want to step out of the
roles that you have played, and it
may require putting your relation-
ship in the shop for an overhaul.
August could be a very tense
muonth for your relationships, even
if other things are generally posi-
tive, This is strongest for those of
you born March 28 through April
2, or for those with planets
at those degrees

You are looking to redo your ca-
reer path as well. It could be that
vou have become less tolerant of
your current career path, or your
company may be going through
some downeizing. Either way,
you are locking to do things that
are different from vour original

intentions. Better options open up
for you after June. If your work
involves travel or you're able to re-
locate, this could be an opportune
time for you. You may feel some
pressure to make decisions about

all of this during July and August,

This is strongest for those of you
born March 28 through April 2,
or for those with planets

at those I']L'R:I’l.'l_'h.

In the back of your mind, you
are working as fast as you can to
get yourself into a stable finanecial
place. Money fears could arise in
May that make you even more
focused on getting your ducks in
a row. You sexual energies may
financial
mistrust and an inability to be

be lower a: ues create
open with your partner, A finan-

cial planner and a therapist would
be good for both of you. Den't go at

it alone—it will only make you feel
mare distant. This is strongest
for those of you born March 24
through April 14,or for those with
planets at those degrees,
Communications should contin-
ue to be good. You are getting vour
point across, but vou are overload-
ing your schedule, This can also
be a good time for going back to
gchool to update your skills or em-
bark on a totally new path if you
are reinventing your career, Home
and family 1s emphasized after
June, Some of vou will be moving,
while others are remedeling. This
is also a great time to heal old
family wounds, You will want to
be free of those wounds and might
simply cut the cord if they can't be
healed. It's a great time to travel
for business or pleasure. Break
out of your routine!

key word—things, people, work,
and friends must be useful, If
people don't have a useful place in
your life, vou will get rid of them.
For business clients who are just
too hard to please, you will be
asking them to take their
business elsewhere.

As you mature, you expect oth-
er people to act more like adults
and take responsibility for their
own issues. It's time to renew and
strengthen your commitments
with long-term contracts, both
professionally and personally. If
you are in o relationship, it's time
to set new long-term goals that
encourage intimacy, Marriage,
purchasing property together, or

having children are all ways to
demonstrate a personal eommit-
ment. If you are single and dating,
wou'll want to upgrade vour
existing relationship boundar-

i something that lets everyone

know you value commitment,
Your career activity improves
this year. Some

af vou will be

starting yvour own busi while

others will be working te improve
their status in their current
company. If you are older, this
could be the time to retire from a
position you've had for a long time.
You are definitely looking for new
carver goals this vear.

Career opportunities really
open up in June, July, and even

August—months that are rather
challenging for mest evervone
else. Any business associated with
foreigners is ezpecially
good for you.

The eclipses this vear in late
April, October, and November
fall into your relationship area
This ean bring some real tension
to your partnerships, Hidden
aspects of the relationship will
be revealed. Work on clearing
things up ahead of time, instead
of waiting for the memo to arrive.
This is a strong year for you to get
yourself together and move in a
good forward direction.

activities—dating, promoting a
pruject ar yourself, starting a new
business, meeting new business
contacts, meeting someone new to
date, and feeling hungrier (liter-
ally!). This is also a good time to
travel, look for a new job, or go
back and upgrade your education
The hardest part will be choosing
what to do, since Jupiter tries to
get you to do it all.

After mid-year, you begin to
get your financial act together
and start to make more money.
Of course, it's not unusual to alse
spend more money during this
Very saine puri:)d Investments
will also pay off better.

Relationships are generally
better in 2013, since Jupiter
makes you more magnanimous,
For singles, this can be an excel-
lenit time for dating and meeting

someone new, [f vou are involved,
you may get a real boost tp a
long-term relationship. If vou are
in an unhappy relationship, then
dJupiter will make you hungrier
and you will be looking to sample
some new and interesting pas-
tries,

Your business is reprganizing
its workplace and upgrading the
conditions there. This eould mean
moving your office. 2013 will be
about improving the workplace
and making the best use or your
time and energy there. Some of
that revrganization energy will
bleed over into home and family
routines as well.

Those of you born May 23
through the 27th, or who have
planets at those degrees, are
being influenced by Neptune.
Neptune encourages a time of

personal and spiritual retreat—
having more time to yourself and
lese on work, relationships, or
children. It is common to want to
have time alone without & lot of
drama. People are usually driven
by stronger inner and creative
side of their personalities, with
less focus on career goals. In the
beginning, you may feel unsettled,
lonely, or depressed as Neptune
mukes you question your whole
“belief system.” Make sure you
have time to yourself,

Far most of the Gemi
is a positive and active year. As
my Gemini Moon mother said.
“Make hay while the sun shines!”
Make the best of it.

There are two primary areas
that you are focused on: career
and relat nnships, There are other
things, but that is where you will
spend most of your energy. This is
a time of massive clearing out and
eleaning up in your life. All of this
activity makes you question your
ions sinee vou don’t feel

as connected to the past as
you once did.

You are looking for a spark or
an idea to reignite interest in your

CANCER use 22- Juwy 22

The Moon Kids continue to be in a

career. (Your career is what-

EVEr you uiluusg- to lju Lo exp
yourself professionally or socially:
bank president, stay-at-home
mom, writer, or snake charmer,)
You have been missing that feel-

long period of change in their lives
This has been with you since 2008,
and will reach its peak in 2014 and
2015, After that, you will be in a more
stable time. But until then, get your
track shoes on; there is just too much

ing of connection to what yvou used

to do. You ar I“E‘Ill.l\? to act on find-

to get done. ing a new project, This is a good

vour time, what you are doing
with vour career, and how vou
plan to spend your golden years.
You need to start by getting
home and family issues into a
much more manageable condition
On a personal level, this could
mivolve cutting the cord with your
history. You are in a cleaning-out
and downsizing time, and people,
things, and beliefs must all have
a practical and useful purpose
Otherwise, you will be getting rid
LEQ i 23-augusr 22
This vear you are working on rebuild- T
when you will want to have a safe

of a lot of things.

1E is also a time of nesting,
ing the foundations in your life. For
place called “home” to go to. You
felt clear about what vou wanted todo  could be remodeling, selling; or
with your life. You only knew what you moving te a new location.

didn’t want to do. This vear, you are This year will also show you
already re-evaluating how you spend

the last couple of years, vou have not

whao is really in your corner.

time to start your own business.
Relationships are in need of a
much bigger overhiaul. You will
hove to tear down the relation-
ship structure you have always
used and start building from the
ground up. This time you are the
one designing the model, and not
approaching it as the quiet child
who tried to please everyane
Time to throw that template out!
If you are in a relationship and it
needs some refurbishing, active
participation in the process will
give you & better sense of control,
Otherwise, it may feel like people
are pressuring you to change.
Sometimes this encourages people
to learn to have a better relation-

ship with themselves, and not

need other [‘n;!u},lk! as much. These

energies get much stronger in

May, August, and November, and
will have the greatest impact on
those of you born June 37 through
July 4, or who have planets

at those degrees,

In mid-June, just in time for
your birthday, Jupiter, planet of
expansion and open-mindedness,
enters your sign for twelve
maonths. This is a very good time
for marketing yourself or your
business, It is also a very good
time to meet new people for poten-
tial future relationships. Jupiter
favors travel, education, and meet-
ing people from different cultures.
Muke the most of it!

This can also make you feel very
1solated and alone. Relationships
ean seem like more trouble than
they're worth, even if you are
in a gooud one. Be careful that you
don't look back and judge al
past cholces as bad ones. It took
those choices to get you to where
VOul Are Now,
With your ca

your

T, YOu are
getting to the heart of what you
really want to do, and making a
commitment to do it. Your friends
could be especially helpful to

you in the first half of the year.
Look to them to give you a clearer
perspective on what works. They
will have very good advice for you.
Networking or coaching groups
would be a great place to work on

your career plans and meet new

people. This could just be a pleas-
ant social time if vou don't feel the
need to make a eareer move. You
will want more time to yourself in
the last half of the year,

What makes all of this work is
when you think outside of the box
This can be & great time to travel,
meet people from distant eoun-
tries, or write your autobiography.
It is time for your ideas to reach
a broader audience. You are more
upbeat than usual, and not as
concerned about what others will

think. A very creative career time!

Let people see your authentic self.

2013 is a very good time for
your career. If you own a business,
it's an excellent time for market-
ing or new projects. You should
expect a promotion and more rec-
ognition. If you are interested in
changing positions, this is a great
time to look—éxcept from Febru-
ary 18 to March 22, If you are in a
position of teaching, public speak-
ing, or writing, this is an excellent
time for you. After mid-yvear, you
build momentum as you expand to
reach a larger audience, Some will
be more active in community orga-
nizations, perhaps just enjoying a
great social life because of it.

VIRGQO aucust 23- sepTemaer 22

This should be an especially produc-
tive year for the Virgins, Most of the
planets are forming positive relation-
ships to your sign, so most of the goals
are reachable, Overall energies are
even more positive in the last half

of the year.

You're working very hard to
organize your thoughts and ideas,
You are naturally interested in
using your time more efficiently,
80 you're turning up the intensity.

You are reviewing old habits and
changing them. The words you
use must be used more effectively.

You could be updating some of
the technology you use for daily
activities. [ know you've resisted,
but you are ready Lo get on with
the new millennium,

Creatively, you are finding
ways to use your knowledge in a
different way. You want to have
more fun in your work, and that
is so important to Virgins. You
are better at understanding the
motives of others, and thisis
helping to reveal your own hidden
motives.

Any financial burdens you
have will really impinge on your
freedom in 2013, though perhaps
only at an emotional level. You can
work on that and find relief—all
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you have to do is jump in.

For thoge of you born on August
25 through the 28th, or if you
have planets at those degrees, vou
are in a time of personal retreat
where you are pulling away from
the world. This is an excellent
year to spend more time with
yourself, especially if you are an
artist and need time to recharge
vour creative energies. If you get
outside of your home to make a
living, you will nesd more yoga,
tai chi, or meditation to help, Per-
sonal space is a really big thing
this year. If you don't get enough,
it will be hard to feel rested. —
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LIBRA seriemscr 23- 00T0BER 23

Like thase born in the other cardinal
signs of Aries, Cancer, and Capricorn,
Librans have been and continue to be
in a big time of personal change. The

areas that are being most affected

by change are relationships and your

home and family iszues.

SCORPIO

OCTOBER 24~ NOVEMBER 21

You are in a major time of review-
ing your past accomplishmenie and
considering what new ambitions you
should be reaching for at this point.

Saturn, ;’:];‘{m'l of usefulness and long-
term goals, is moving through Scorpio

for the next two years. The last time

SAGITTARIUS

NOVEMBER 22- DECEMBER 21

Stepping away from your routines
and looking for more creative outlets
n your life will be a strong
theme for 2013

First, new relationship options
coma .'llllllg this YenT, Ynu are open
to meeting new people, and you have

Relationships are such an
important thing for Librans—they
need relationships to help define
whao they are. No matter which
business Librans are in, what
they are really doing is creating
relationships with people. Cur-
rently, vou are looking to be freer
in your relationships, This may
geem like a time when you can't
find anyone, or that relationships
are just too much work.

You want so much more per-
sonal Space in your life, but your
relationship structures haven't
eaught up with this new priority
of yours, You are letting go of the
“must-do lists™ that you bring to
the relationships you get into. You
ATE opernLing w ithout a net and
taking more risks than you have

Saturn moved through Secorpio
was from 1983 to 1985, If vou are
older, this is a repeat of that evele.

Saturn promotés long-term
!"\ﬂ“_'l'\. Ll]]ll sugoess i[| th' career
path you choose, and she always
wants to up the ante. She is won-
dering what new heights you are
going to accomplish. Whether von
are a stay-at-home mom or a CEO,
Saturn pushes vou to be the best
at what you do,

If you are under 42 and really
Jnnk]n_l_' to get a [zmrd ETIp 0N your
career, you may be feeling that
time is running out for vou. This
is the time to jump-start your
career by going hack to school,
getting a new position at another
company, or starting your own

business. Whatever you decide,

in the past. You are not willing
to be the peacekeeper that you've
been in the past. This can cause
some real problems in relation-
ships that have a lot of history
Partienlarly in May, August,

and November, the tension

will be palpable,

Don't be afraid to try new
things, This year, many of you
will choose to be single, or at
least be more on your own

With your family, vou are
getting to the core of what it
means to be a family, For some
of you, this may be a time when
the illusion of family dies and yvou
Just ean't drag yourself to family
Events. Thi: may bea time 1\'I|gl.n
the veil is lifted and the truth is
revealed, and you are happy to

finally see the light—even though
that comes with the loss of some
Innocence,

2013 can be a time when
you are downsizing your home;
r!.!mhd(']ing_ or just dumg some
major cleaning out, This may
be taking so much of your time
that you can't fully focus on your
career. Carcer opportunities do
open up for you after June, and
are particularly positive in
dily and December,

All of this is especially strong
for those of you born September 30
through October 5, or if you have
planets at those degrees.

It's & time to take action,

you are leoking to create long-
term security in your life.

If you are over 42, this is a time
to decide if you are doing what you
want with your career, The same
things that motivated you when
you were )'Il1itlgt'r' I.'I" not lII'J\'i.:
you. You are not as hungry and
determined to prove yourself. You
are looking for more respect and
acknowledgement of the wisdam
you've gained from decades
of experience

Your relationships are also
going through a period of review
and potential renewal. This is not
a bad time for existing relation-
zhips, but you both need to be on
the same page. In fact, this is a
great time to book a room at a bed
and breakfast and have a business

meeting about your relationship.

If you can’t find common ground,

you just might decide to mave on.
After June, you move into

a very positive time that lasts

through the end of June 2014. You

will seem to be morein touch with

the flow of things. You feel fairly

driven and see some success from
your efforts this year. June, July,
and August are good months for
you to make decisions that
have long-term implications

The eclipses in April,
October, and November will have
a definite impact on your relation-
ships. Keep your eyes open and
look for new ways to improve
your partnership

charisma working in your favor. If
you're in an existing relationship,
thi= will be a time when that im-
proves, It can also be a great time
of opportunity for your partner, If
you are single and want to change
that, this is an excellent time to
t dating. This should alsa
an excellent time for business
partners who may be considering
doing something away from the
corporate world.

As we move into the summer,

you're looking for more emotional
security, Part of this is also tied to
your spiritual life and your drive
to be more creative. You're more
open emotionally, sharing more
about who vou are at your core.

During the lnst several years,
you have been tryving to shift
your career to utilize your other

talents. This year is going to be
a time when you really push to
make that |u|}1p|-n June t hrnugh
September, and December are
good times for vou to leave

yvour old job.

For many of you, this is a big
time of getting
ture in order. You're really work-
ing to reduce your debt. Along

wir financial pie-

with this, you're seeking greater
imtimacy with your romantic
partner, You're opening up more
and looking for a relationship that
offers you freedom, safety,
and intimacy.

Creatively, yvou are on a roll
up the big kid that
lives ingide of you. If vou have

as vou fre

children, this can be a time when
they want to be more indepen-
dent-giving your own “inner

child” more time to play!

For those of you burn Novem-
ber 24-28, or with planets at
those degrees, you'rein a totally

different place than other Sagit-
tarians. You're seeking a more
calm and comfortable place to find
inner peace. You're more psychi-
ive, o even mundane
activities will be harder to do if

cally

vou must be around too many
drama-oriented people. Don't be
surprised if the only company you
want to keep is your own, This
energy works best with artistic
people—but even for them, it's a
time of strong emotional expres-
gion. You won't be able to hold it
in, and you shouldn't. Find a quiet
place to find some peace.

CAPRICORN

DECEMBER 22- JANUARY 19

Along with the other eardinal signs—
Aries, Libra, and Cancer—Capricorn

is going through another vear of
tremendous change. The areas that
are in foeus for the Capricorns are

themselves, their homes, and family.
At the personal level, this continues

to be a time for ridding yourself of

things you don't need and taking
better care of yourself through
diet and exercise, You should try
anything that aids in this time of
personal detoxification. This can
be a time of enormous personal
growth. You are shaking off the
unconscions demands that family
and society have pushed on you
from an early age: Since you are
letting go of those unconscious
drives and the need to prove
yourself, you may feel rudderless
or just unsure. This is a time

to r.hzl_llt'.ngr_’ your assumptions
ahout career choices, to the point
that yvou may retire or completély
change direction. This can also be
a time when you féel very alone
in spite of all of the supportive

people around you, This is part of
your death-and-rebirth eycle.

You are really ready to chuck
the traditions of the past, This
can be a time when you will want
to live unhburdened by controls, In
the past, you always kept score of
what vou had acquired, but now
that is not so appealing. If you
have older relatives, they may feel
it is their time to move on. The
core of your family is changing,
and so iz your role. You have more
choices than you used to have,
Make those based on how much
more freedom it can give vou.
This is strongest for those born
December 29 through January 2,
and those of you who have plangts
at those degrees,

There is some work out there
for you, but you are not into mak-
ing decisions ahout your career
direction at this time, But you can
certainly find & job you like.

Relationships pop into the
picture in June, and that will con-
tinue through June of 2014, This
is & much better time for your
relationships. If you are single
and want to meet somecne, the
last halfof 2013 is perfect for that.
If you are involved already, things
will lighten up and be more fun.
As long as partners are supportive
of you and don't demand too much
of your time, this is a very good
period for all relationships.

AQUARIUS

JANUARY 20- FEBRUARY 20

You are finally coming out of the fog
of Néptune, the planet of internal

exploration and persanal retreat, feel-
ing much more grounded and ready to
get your life in order. You don't have to

sar—the next two

do this all in one 3

vears will be optimal for getting your

life back on track.

Since Aquarius is a fixed sign, per-
gistent, determined, and hard-headed

Agquarians enjoy life when it's not
in the constant state of change
that hag been happening over the
last few years. You have not been
ahble to make a decision and really
stick with it. The influence of
Neptune made you question every
potential decision.

Now you are in 8 much clearer
and more resolute time. This is a
very career-focused time for you,
s0 it's time to put yourself out
there as an authority figure and
take on some position of responsi-
bility. In the past, you looked for
places to work that didn't have
too many rules. You found them,
but there was a lot of extra drama
because of it, Now you're looking
for a place that has a clear set
of boundaries.

You are a team player, so you

will not be as tolerant with those
who don't take their jobs seriously
You are in & very creative place
and you want to make the best use
of all of your resources this year.
You are interested in efficiency,
g0 you will be eliminating people
and things that aren't very useful
This means you may even elimi-
nate friends out of your life—per-
haps the people who don't want to
clean up their drama.

You have a lot of small tasks
on your menu this vear, and you
are setting an agenda to get them
done. Along with that, you are
updating your communication
devices this year. You are usually
drown to the latest gadgets, but
you were alow to respond to new
technology over the last few years
Now you're ready to get the best

tools available. This ean be a fun
vear to take classes on different
subjects. Your mind is really open
to new ideas, especially those
that help create wealth and
long-term security,

You will also be paying more at-
tention to your overall health this
vear, making changes based on
proven strategies that work over
the long term.

With the more directed path
vou are on this vear, it's a good
time for some real sueeess in your
life. Make sure you choose good
mentors with sound judgment,
and really listen to what they
say—bhoth the good and the bad.
The 2013 eclipses fall in your
career sector, bringing light to
that area of your life. Use that
light well,

PISCES resruary 21- MARCH 20

2013 is a fairly good year for most all
of the Mermaids and Mermen. Some of
the areas that will be highlighted this

year are your communication skills,

increasing your creative and artistic
side, putting more energy into writing
or teaching, and having a larger role

in your community,

You had been more vocal dur-
ing 2012, and that continues into
2013, Normally you don't like to
make waves, but that isn't holding
vou back this year. And hesides,
vou think that talking about your
problems can make the situation
better. You have been exploring
your roots, looking more clozely
into what made you the person
vou are, Understanding these
feelings can really help self-con-
fidence and making more honest
choices,

You are in a receptive learning
mode and are much more open-
minded this year. You have a lot to
give. If you are a teacher or a writ-
er, there are some great energies
that ¢ ould help vou in publishing.
Some of you will be more drawn
to teaching others, and that could

mean you'll have more of a leader-
ship position at work.

You are really allowing yourself
more freedom than yvou've ever
had. You are much better at
putting yourself first this year.
Others aren't as pleased, but you
dan't have to be resentful about
that any more. They are free to
deal with their feelings and let
you deal with yours,

Groups and organizations could
really benefit from vour partici-
pation, If you are a commumnity-
oriented person, getting involved
in neighborhood-watch patrols,
political activism, or mentoring
children could really benefit you
personally and financially. The
contacts that you are making now
will impact your life for the next
sixteen years. These contacts can
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impact your career and increase
your apportunities for better
positions, better clientele, or just
for meeting more people who want
to do something with their lives.
Any changes you make this year
will be well planned, leading to
substantial gaing in your stability.
And finally, for those of you born
February 21 through the 25th,
or if you have planets at those
degrees, you are in a time of deep
personal exploration, It's a great
time for meditation, recharging,
getting back to nature, or retir-
ing—but not a great time to be
socially active or concerned about
your career. B



Texas Courts Now Dissolving
Same Sex Marriages

“A Suif to Declare the Marriage Void Is the Proper
Legal Mechanismi for Dissolving an Out-of-State
Same-Sex Marriage in Texas Court.”
“...enforceable in all fifty states...
*...provides for property division and other rights...
“...name changes are available...
*...allows for property division, though not based
on community property principles.”
—Greg Abbhott, Attorney General off Texas,

Brief on the Merits, In the Mateer of the Marriaye of JB. and HE
No 1110024, Supreme Court of Tevas, Sepd 26, 2012

Stressing over a lingering Marriage,
Domestic Partnership or Civil-Union that
the Texas Courts have refused to dissolve?

Under the jurisdiction of a state that recognizes same-sex
marriage or unions, your spouse or partner could...

* destroy your credit worldwide.

* acquire half or more of vour assets in divorce,

* inherit vour entire estate when vou die.

“I tried to dissolve my civil

union using an attorney in the
state that it was registered, but
gave up after a vear had passed
without completion. Mike filed in
Texas and one week later received
the Courts approval. He even
secured a pariial refund from

the prior attorney.” —I.B.

Mike Gonzalez

CALL NOW TO SET UP YOUR CONSULTATION.

(281) 412-4626

LAWSO FF LCE S ar
MICHAEL W. GONZALEZ, riic

4702 W. Walnut Street « Pearland, TX. 77581

TOLL FREE: 888.327.4354

www.MikesLawFirm.com
House Calls For the Home Bound

Mike@MikesLawFirm.com

SERVING THE LGBT COMMUNITIES OF TEXAS
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Gordon Crofoot D
Donnie Harvey VPAS, PA-C
Internal Medicine & HIV

N Thank you OutSmart Readers for votingus 7
~ 2010-2012's Gayest & Greatest Physician «

3701 Kirby Drive, Suite 1230 « Houston, TX 77098
713/526-0005 - crofootmd.com

Houston’s leading
healthcare providers

of the GLBT
community.

Specializing in primary care with careful expertise
in HIV and infectious disease.
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Call for your consultation.
713.942.SKIN (7546)
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It Got Better

‘The Boys in the Band' recalls a less gay-friendly but essential era

by Donalevan Maines
Photo by David Yannone

n Mart Crowley's The

Boys in the Band, at

Country Playhouse for

two weekends this month,
audiences might be confused
when party host Michael says,
“It’s not always like it happens
in plays. Not all faggots bump
themselves off at the end of the
story.”

What plays is he talking
about? The Children’s Hour?

Michael’s other signature
line—*You show me a happy
homosexual, and I'll show vou a
gay corpse”—will addle others.

The thing to remember is
that The Boys in the Band was
written and first staged pre-
Stonewall and gay liberation, says
director Stuart Purdy. It's the produet of
a time when American society was super-
successful at demeaning gays and leshians.
Self-deprecating humor was an offshoot of
low self-esteem.

“The Boys in the Band offered a view of
the subculture at a time when it was highly
repressed and could only unfold in private,”
explains Purdy. “The play is funny. There
is a lot of humor, although it is not a
comedy.”

The Boys
in the Band
premiered
off-Broadway
forty-five years
ago. The en-
semble cast of the New York run recreated
their roles in the 1970 film version directed
by William Friedkin (The Exorcist, The
Freneh Connection), Standouts in the cast
were Cliff Gorman as Emory and Leonard
Frey, who was nominated for an Academy
Award for best supporting actor as Motel

“The play is much more intense
than the movie, and is a more
rewarding experience.”

&
4 B skl
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Happy 45th birthday, Boys: (I-r) Adam Richardson, Tad Howington, Bob Galley (wearing tie),
Travis Springfield, L. Robert Westeen (in sunglasses), Jarred Tettey, Jay Menchaca (in print shirt),
Louis Crespo (in black), and Jack Bevill star in Country Playhouse’s production of The Boys in the
Band. Before its 1970 film incarnation, Boys opened off-Broadway in 1968, playing more than one
thousand performances at Theater Four.

the tailor in the movie Fiddler on the Roof.

“The play is much more intense than the
movie, and is a more rewarding experience,”
he adds. “The movie breaks it up too much,
You miss the flow, the pacing of the story.
The play is much more dramatic and compel-
ling. It takes a very dark turn in the second
act. When it’s all over, you're exhausted.”

At Country Plavhouse, Jake Bevill,
Louis Crespo, Bob Galley, Tad Howington,
Jay Menchaca, Adam Richardson, Travis
Springfield,
Jarred Tettey,
and L. Robert
Westeen por-
tray men who
gather at an
upscale apart-
ment on the Upper East Side of Manhattan
for a birthday party that Michael throws for
Harold. Among Harold's “gifts” is Cowbaoy, a
dim-witted hustler. Among the surprises is a
drop-in from Michael’s former college room-
mate, who may or may not be in the closet.

“The constant joking back and forth
becomes more vicious, the more alcohol they
consume,” explaing Purdy. “Michael invents
a game of Truth. The object is to call the

one person you've always been in love
with but you've never told them.” The
game has “bitter consequences,” teases
Purdy.

He adds that The Boys in the Band
met with a bit of a backlash in later
vears for its self-disparaging depiction
of the gay milieu, but has now come
to be viewed as a breakthrough in
pre-AIDS social drama. In 2002, says
Purdy, Crowley wrote a sequel to it,
The Men from the Boys.

What: The Bovs in the Band
When: January 11-20, weekends only
Where: Country Playhouse,
12802 Queensbury
Tickets/info: 322 adults, $19 students/
seniors * countryplayhouse.org or

713/467-4497

Donalevan Maines also writes about T'ye
Blue in this issue of OutSmart magazine.
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Rob Schmerler
INSURANCE AGENCY

We pride ourselves in meeting all
of the GLBT community’s
insurance needs!

»

~ Rob Schmerler

Voted Best Male Insurance Agent 10 Years in a Row
—QutSmart Readers’ Choice Awards

We offer individual and group health insurance through
several fine companies to meet your specific needs.

Great rates! Full Service!
Call for a quote today!

(713) 661-7700

3575 W Loop S
SchmerlerAgency.com

, Ste 185 » Bellaire, Texas 77401

DutSmartMagazine.com

R.M.T., N.M.T., 1l Relki T
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massage

7132697926
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The Actor from Down Under

Tony Sheldon celebrates half a century in showbiz

by Donalevan Maines
Photo by Kurt Sneddon

Am Woman” singer Helen
‘ ‘ Reddy is actor Tony Sheldon's

aunt. Australian music star

Toni Lamond is his mother.
But in some circles, those Down Under
ladies are now known as Tony Sheldon's
aunt and mum, following his Broadway
success as Bernadette in Priscilie, Queen
of the Desert, The 2011 Tony Award nomi-
nee for Best Leading Actor in a Musical
arrives in Houston this month to play
King Pellinore in Lerner and Loewe's
Camelot.

Sheldon, who was born in Sydney,
Australia, is celebrating his fiftieth year
in show business. For l]l_" seventh birth-
day, he explains, Sheldon’s father booked
him on the late-night variety show he
produced, In Melhourne Tonight. *1t was
like the loeal Tonight Show with Johnny
Carson, or The Letterman Show,” says
Sheldon. “There were no kids on late
night, o I became an instant attraction,
The letters flowed in.

“My father had to come up with some-
thing every night at 9:30, five nights a
week,” says Sheldon. "Often, he would
write stuff for me—I was singing, danc-
ing, doing comedy stuff. It was fantastic
training.”

Mean-
while, his
mother is a
popular per-
former, so as
a child, Shel
don moved
in celebrity circles in what sounds like an
Aussie version of Liza Minnelli and her
showhbiz parents, “I thought everybody
was in show biz,” he laughs. “In kinder-
garten, | would ask the others, "What
show ig your mommy in?"

Lamond’s parents had been in vaude-

“In kindergarten, | would ask
the [other children], “‘What show
is your mommy in?"”

ville, too. “I became a showhbiz historian,”
says Sheldon, who has lectured at drama

schools and continues to add to his knowl-
edge of the theater.

“My first big commercial success, with
my name above the title, was Torch Song
Trilogy in 1984, he says. "It was a joy
to do—so
challenging

breaking. It
ran for over
a year. It
was the lon-
gest-running straight play in Melbourne at
the time.” Sheldon played Arnold Beckoff,
winning a number of best-actor awards for
the role that Harvey Fierstein penned and
originated in New York.

Proving he could play more than gay
roles, Sheldon won the Green Room Award
for Best Supporting Actor in a Musical as
the heterosexual psychiatrist Mendel in

and ground-

G'day, Your
Highness:
Tony Sheldon
stars as King
Pellinore

in Theatre
uUnder the
Stars's
production
of Camelot.

Falsettos. His wide-ranging repertoire
also showeases triumphs in Eugene
O’Neill's Long Day’s Journey into Night,
Stephen Sondheim's Company and Into
the Woods, Mel Brooks's The Producers,
Tenneszee Williams's The Glass Menag-
erte, Paul Rudnick’s | Hate Hamlet, among
many others

Sheldon enjoved working in Australian
theaters and didn't dream about hitting it
big in America, “It's weird,” he says. “My
father died when I was eleven. My mother
went to Los Angeles and stayed for twenty
years. I didn’t want to leave. 1 wanted to
keep flying the flag for my family.”

Then came the opportunity to play
Bernadette in what was planned as just
a ten-day workshop of a musical version
of the 1994 Oscar-winning film The
Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the —»
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‘“Stop and Think’. .. and Learn

“Thank God for Skype,” adds Shel-

£ FEplantop g e aiosig ‘The Submission’ inspires viewers to do all three

and night" he has a video chat with his

partner of thirty-three years, Australian
Tony Taylor ("I'm

by Donalevan Maines

actor and playwright

surrounded by Tonys,” says Sheldon)

Distance in their relationship poses a

o

heldon is convinced that

5 ;_ejl}lﬂ FIAT 500 delivers a stylish, reliable and

sporty driving experience that takes you past fuel problem, but

pump after fuel pump. coming to America—by way of perfor

Equipped with eco:Drive 1o help you maintain your mances of Priscilla in London. New Zea-
FIATS maximum fuel officiency Z s

land, and Toronto—is “the best decision”
he's ever made.
“I didn't think this would happen,”
he says, clutching his green card. “I'm
the new boy in town,” meaning New York
City. “I'm a great believer in moving for-
ward and trying something new,” he adds
When Sheldon returns from Houston
to New York, he explains, “My mission
will be to let people know I'm still here

I'll sing a lot in cabarets around town and

pick up the phone and say, *I would rea
like to work with you.' In Australia, peo-

ple knew me, so I didn’t have to audition, g R R

L 3 " e g
el e i B ™

[ LOOK a lot 1r_||';_'[';l||lt‘1| ['||L |\-:1|"'||:|;_r to be

pro-active. It's very energizing. It's giving T - )
As different as black and white: playwright Jeff Talbott explores themes of racial division, equal opportunity, gender
equality, and more in The Submission at Frenetic Theater.

me a new lease on life.”

Camelot follows the love triangle of
King Arthur, hi
r Lanc

eign. Sheldon's character

2013

FIAT 500 o

and chivalry

ext Lorraine Hansberry “We're very excited to present this

= cutting-edge drama in Houston,” says

he Sun—Danny hir

in the show originated on Broadway “comic- Jaffe.

in 1860 by the late English actor Robert drama” The Submission impersonate the play's purported author The Associated Press wrote, “The
Coote, who also ¢reated the role of Colo- “It is the perfect post-2012 election (G'ntamobi) at rehearsals Submission 18 a raw, unsentimental play
nel Pickering in the original Broadway play,” says Black Lab Theatre’s Jordan What starts as a misguided deception about race and gender that exposes the
production of Lerner and Loewe's My Fair Jaffe, who is directing the show's re- becomes increasingly antagonistic as Emilie quiet prejudice and intolerance amang

even our most Pr I'1]|||l|’\l'|"‘-. It

play. St

Lady in 1956. In addition to the ular gional premiere at Frenetic Theater starts taking ownership of the

title song, ( ind impossible to

rnelot’s enchanting score “My generation believes that they live Danny, along with his partner Pete and best 18 both uncomfortable :

¢ hauntingly romantic “If Ever in & post-racial, 5.‘;5[--:r-x'.|;1| 3""]“-‘-'-“ friend Trevor, dissect words in Danny's script not watch. As for Talbott, it's a plea-

includes t

1 Would Leave You,” “The Simple Joys world,” explains Jaffe, a recent sure to see what he's capable of”

o e EN | { Maidenhood,” l otl i 11 i but Tall B t ‘Fearl
7720 Katy Freeway @ Silber Rd, fhelfmantial of Maidenhood,” and other tunes amic college graduate, *"but Talbott i " " Dackstage wrote, "Fearless,
Houston, Texas 77024 Next to sweeping romance, historic grandeur, and questions that cultural premise MY generatlon bEIleves whip-smart, and hyper-articu-
- - 1 1 - - . P ’ . .
E‘Bs 290;:43 m :::?I:R-L heartbreaking drama. in a way that shocks the audi- they I|“‘E ina POSt-rac’aL late, [_1|l'-|»'[1..~ incendiary politi-
ence out of their seats.” l I. . Id ” cal comedy-drama asks hard
What: Camelot The Submission won best POSt-Sexua PO ltlcs worid. questions about our supposedly
When: January 22-February 3 new play from the Outer Crit- 3 Jordan Jaffe, director of The Submission post-racial world. . . . The Sub
(Thursday, January 24: OUT@TUTS ics Circle Award, and the 2011 mission 18 an important play. It
post-show cast party—a cabaret-style Laurents/Hatcher Award for The Sub- and throw down a few of their own. makes you stop and think.”

¢Ke nt SChu Ster event at Artista Restaurant for TUTS’s mission’s recent off-Broadway production For example, “What is a Blony?” you ask
LGBT friends. Visit tuts.com/out for In Housten, Ross Bautsch iz Danny 1sually not for a leading role, What: The Submission
AT TO RN EY AT LAW more info.) Larson, a struggling white gay author that a black actor gets when the “win seems When: January 11-27

Haousron Area _Jn- _'1,,','l_r'."J!J'”P'."!e".".‘:' Where: Sarofim Hall at the Hobby who writes a gritty |||;1_'-. about an alco- a hittle suspect l'\;|]J.',1'|!]:- ||;||1|!_\ “There are Where: Frenetic Theater,
£ Center, 800 Baghy holic black mother and her card-shark 1 5102 Navigation Blvd
» Estate Planning » Real Estate Info: Tickets, starting at $24, are son trying to get out of the Projects Emilie doesn't like that. And she thinks Tickets: $25, $20 seniors, $12 students
Do you have a partner ;.. poyer otatomey = Environmental Law available online at tuts.com, by phone at However, to enter it in the country’s that as a white guy, Danny doesn’t know Info: blacklabtheatre.com or
or SDUUSE? Want to see 'I'"I"-’C'"C"'-PO'.C‘ ; » Corporate Law 713/558-TUTS (8887), outside the Hous- most prestigious new play festival, he anything about bigotry. How dare he compare 713/515-4028
a0 i K ton area at 888/558-3882, or in person creates the “affirmative action nom de being gay to her life as a black woman in

them cared for by you?  speciainssas st » Adaptions

Call me, | can nefp » Wills-Probate « Contracts at the TUTS box office, 800 Bagby at plume” of Shaleeha G'ntamobi. America! (Has she never heard about Mat- D”"”-"'IV"UI-'-' Maines also -'fl'-f"'i'!'-" about Tye
I =y Guardianship o Tax Law Walker. When the play gets accepted for a thew Shepard?) Blue in this tssue of OutSmart magaz
full production—the festival thinks Matt Benton portrays Peie, Candice
. 979.279.5118 + kentschuster.com + Schuster442 @ gmail.com Donalevan _‘lfrtl_"-‘“"“' :'”‘f -L:""E't_""" ab I"'I{‘?:‘I'L' D'Meza costars as Emilie, and Darcy Cadman
§ ISANS 0] G BT LR IR E LS is Trevor in Black Lab Theatre’s production
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[ GTHENTIC SLVADERAN & TEXNEX:
T ARRIVES IN MIDTOWN HOUSTONY

)

FCONEFALLINLOVEWITHUS

GLORIA’S HOUSTON
2616 LOUISIANA ST.
SUITE 101 + HOUSTON, TX
OPEN SUN-THU: 11AM-10PM
AND FRI-SAT: 11AM-2AM

WWW.CGLORIASRESTAURANTS.COM
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Boeok Your Warm Weather and Fun Today!

Spring Cruise to

Key West & The Bahamas

May 12-19, 2013 | Camivai Magic

Departs from Galveston

New England & Canada Cruise
October 12-19, 2013 | Caribbean Princess ™
Departs rrp_m NewYork

Gayribbean Pre-Halloween Cruise
October 20-27, 2013 | Camival Magic ®

Departs from Galveston

4, 2014, Garibbean Princess *
it e, el "

eanGruises'con)

m&m

v CALL TODAY!
877-560-8318

_ The Pre-Haltoween Cruise, our fargest Event of the Year With
¢‘ ‘ fhiomws s mrtontt & avotahity ks s rSTCEYD Ty, #
t sty i Doy Tminn Blmwaajory. ooty Cmprivtiwa Chmmn, mom e -ty Cruemmy mmm’-_‘

any fanning service
SUNLESS or UV |
with this ad

713.520.6611
415 Westheimer, Suite 103

EclipseSunlessTanning.com

= All Brand New UV Beds

= Airbrush Tanning

» Sunless VersaSpa Tonning
* Red Light Collagen Therapy
» Fit Body Wraps

Thank You OutSmart Readers

2 (] 2!
for Voting Us “Best Tanning Salon”
in 2010-2012 - OutSmarl Readers’ Choice

The Globes and the Gays

LGBT artists continue to dominate awards season

by Donalevan Maines

hree little words—"my beautiful

Cydney"—stirred speculation

about Jodie Foster's love life

when she thanked her longtime
partner Cydney Bernard in a speech in
2007. Five years passed; then last spring
came word that the couple had split. So
what, if anything, might we learn when
Foster accepts the Cecil B. DeMille Award
for career achievement at the T0th annual
Golden Globe Awards?

The Golden Globes are often good for
clearing up the Oscar picture, so honors
handed out on January 13 might pre
sage who goes home with the Hollywood
hardware that counts when comedian
Seth McFarlane hosts the 85th Academy
Awards on February 24. However, by the
time of this year's Globes show, the Oscar
nominations will have been announced on
January 10.

Gal-pals Tina Fey and Amy Poehler
are co-hosting the Golden Globes, which
honor both movie and TV achievements.

The ceremony often spends a big
chunk of time rehashing the career of its
Cecil B. DeMille honoree. In 1962, at only
39, Judy Garland was the first woman to
be feted with the honor. Barbra Streisand
won 1o 2000.

Even if you don't care who wins—in
categories split between drama and com-
edy/musical material—the Globes are fun
to watch for the
fashions and
how stars act
when they're
gulping free
booze. Often,
it seems, actors
are nominated for their fashion sense and
tabloid nonsense.

Best supporting roles in movies are
usually the first awards announced, be-

“Spielberg’s Lincoln, with a
screenplay by openly gay Tony
Kushner, leads the field.”

fore the show
skids into TV
categories. [ was
hoping to see
Matthew Me-
Conaughey take
Best Supporting
Actor for Magic
Mike. (I'm equal-
ly chunked that
NBC’s The Neu
Normal didn’t
get any love from
the Globe vot-
ers, and mildly
surprised they
ignored The
Mindy Project.)
The New York
Film Critics
Circle launched
the awards sea-
son by honoring
MeConaughey
for both Magie
Mike and Bernie.
The Independent Spirit Awards also nomi-

ADBALL LARRE YA BC

nated him, along with a nod in the leading
actor category for Killer Joe. However, Me-
Conaughey got blanked at both the Globes
and the Screen Actors Guild announce-
ment of finalists, The Globe nominees for
Best Supporting Actor are Alan Arkin
(Argo), Phil-
ip Seymour

Hoffman

Christoph
Waltz and
Leonardo
DiCaprio (both for Django Unchained), and
Tommy Lee Jones (Lincoln)

The SAG Awards, which airs live
January 27 on TBS and TNT, ditched the
Django Unchained actors in favor of Javier
Bardem (Skyfall) and Robert De Niro (Sil-
ver Linings Playbook).

(The Master),

Foster
sister: actor/
director
lodie Foster
relinquishes
the layered
herring-
bone look
she wore

so well in
her award-
winning
portrayal

of Clarice
Sterling in
The Silence
of the
Lambs, in
favor of a
softer look
at 2007's
Academy
Awards
ceremony.

It's some consolation that MceCo-
naughey is in the running for Best Sup-
porting Actor at the 18th Annual Critics’
Choice Movie Awards on the CW on Janu-
ary 10. Its voters include more than 250
TV, radio, and online “journalists,” who
nominate six finalists in each category
and even honor acting in action films

In the Best Supporting Actress cat-
egory, the Globes snubbed longshot Ann
Dowd for Compliance, but included Nicole
Kidman's sultry, white-trash turn in The
Paperboy (another McConaughey project).
Her competition includes Anne Hathaway
(Les Misérables), Helen Hunt (The Ses-
sions), Amy Adams (The Master), and
Sally Field (Lincoln).

Steven Spielberg’s Lincoln, with a
sereenplay by openly gay Tony Kushner, —+
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Stylish, Convenient,
Quality Catering &
Event Planning Services
for Any Occasion.

Our Goal, To Make Each of
Our Clients Look Like a Star.

e Beutoss 7;[ ;}@?&P&%

Catering and " Event I Veani s

- -

~ 28l ] Eastman Street

i _J;oumn,r 77009
713°802-2860 - Fax 713:802-2

www.]JimBentonHouston.com
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W The Globes and the Gays

continued fram previous page

leads the field with seven nominations,
including Best Drama, where it faces off
with Ben Affleck’s Argo, Quentin Trantino’s
Diango Unchained, Ang Lees Life of Pi, and
Kathryn Bigelow's Zero Dark Thirty, which
15 about the search for Osama bin Laden.
All five helmers are nominated for Best
Director. Among screenplays, Life of Pi got
bumped for David O. Russell’s Silver Lin
ings Playbook.

As Honest Abe, Daniel Day-Lewis ap-
pears to be the frontrunner for best drama
actor, along with strong contenders Richard
Gere (Arbitrage), John Hawkes (The Ses-
stons), Joaguin Phoenix (The Master), and
Denzel Washington (Flight).

Jessica Chastain is the drama actress
favorite for Zero Dark Thirty, in a group
that includes Naomi Watts in The Impos-

stble and Oscar winners Marion Cotillard
| (Rust and Bone), Helen Mirren (Hitcheock),
and Rachel Weisz (The Deep Blue Sea).
Les Misérables seems the certain win-
ner in the eategory of Best Comedy/Musical

Picture, although wouldn't it be something if

Silver Linings Playbook pulls off an upset?
The field also includes The Best Exotie Mari-
gold Hotel, Salmon Fishing in the Yemen,
and Wes Anderson’s Moonrise Kingdom,

which won Best Feature at the 22nd an-
nual Gotham Independent Film Awards.

Golden Globe nominees for Best Com-
edy/Musical Actress are Emily Blunt
(Salmon Fishing in the Yemen), Jennifer
Lawrence (Silver Linings Playbook), Judi
Dench (Best Exotic Marigold Hotel), Mag-
gie Smith (Quartet, directed by Dustin
Hoffman), and Meryl Streep (Hope
Springs).

Hugh Jackman as Valjean in Les Mi-
sérables is nominated with National Board
of Review winner Bradley Cooper in Silver
Linings Playbook for Best Comedy/Musi-
cal Actor. That category, which includes
Ewan McGregor in Salmon Fishing in the
Yemen and Bill Murray as FDR in Hyde
Park on Hudson, is the only shot for Ber-
nte, with Jack Black nominated in the title
role of real-life gay Texas murderer Bernie
Tiede in the tragicomedy.

Bernie fares better at the Critics’
Choice Movie Awards, where it’s in the
running for best comedy, comedy actor
(Jack Black), and comedy actress (Shirley
MacLaine). Owen Glieberman of Enter-
tainment Weekly named Bernie one the
vear's ten best films, commenting, “In Rich-
ard Linklater's deviously droll light-comic
tabloid docudrama, Jack Black infectiously
plays a sweet-natured small-town Texas
undertaker who turns out to be the most

SELLABRATION

Now Up To

70%Off

Selected indoor & outdoor |
furniture, home décor, lamps
& rugs in stock®

MNUARY

20°0Off

All custom furniture orders*
through January 31, 2013

2427 Westheimer | 2701 Broadway @ 27th St.
Galveston, 409.762.3764

Houston, 713.840.0844

hmn:‘-mrl
wingow fash u.n. s 1/
aston ared with iminimum S2000 ::!' 5

cunning of sociopaths, in part because
the people he's conning include himself”

EW's other film eritic, Lisa Schwar-
zbaum, ealled the documentary How
to Survive a Plague a “rigorous, impas-
sioned, and powerful-as-hell report on
heroism and bravery during the darkest
days of the AIDS epidemic.” The film
also won Best First Feature from the
New York Film Critics Circle and should
be a player at the Oscars.

Among TV nominees at the SAG,
Golden Globe, and NAACP Image
Awards ceremonies are gay or gay-
friendly entries Jim Parsons (The Big
Bang Theory), 30 Rock, Desperate House-
wives, Downton Abbey, Glee, The Good
Wife, Happy Endings, House of Lies,
Modern Family, Smash, Steel Magnolias,
and True Blood.

The Golden Globe Awards air Sunday,
January 13, at 7 p.m. on NBC; the
Sereen Actors Guild Awards air Sunday,
January 27, at 7 p.m. on TNT and TBS;
the NAACP Image Awards air Friday,
February 1, at 7 p.m. on NBC; the In-
dependent Spirit Awards air Saturday,
February 23, at 9 p.m. on IFC; and the
Oscars air Sunday, February 24, at 6
p-m. on ABC. All times CST.

Donalevan Maines also writes about Tve
Blue in this issue of OutSmart.

Atlantis

February 2 - 10, 2013

LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE:
February 20 - March 3, 2013

March 31 - April 11, 2013
September 5 - 15, 2013
September 5 - 15, 2013

April 27 - May 4, 2013
August 24 - September 3, 2013

Burgundy & Provence
River Cruise
August 4 - 13, 2013

*Dales subgect 0 change. Certain restictions apply.

Bra_nd o ey
S

www.conciergetravel.cc ‘'owuson m

Best Therapists
for 20‘ 0 011 and 2012

N
=

COMPLETE CLINIC

Don't Let Life Be
Limited By Pain

Affordable and Dependable Health Care

* Chiropractic Care * Extended Hours

* Message Therapy * Evening Appts. Avail,
* Hair Laser Removal + Gift Certificates

Convenient » 8313 SW, Fwy @ Gessner, Ste. 223
Locations  » 1415 Hwy 6 5. @ SW Fwy, Ste. A-200

Paiman Shirzadi, pc| * 281.495.5866 | www.completeclinichouston.com

RSVPcruises

RSVP - Southern Caribbean Cruise
Holland America Eurodam
February 9 — 16, 2013

Summer Alaska Cruise
Holland America Oosterdam
July 21 - 28, 2013

RSVP'I-‘.I VERBOAT CRUISES

Blue Danube Discovery Cruise
July 22 - August 2, 2013

Legendary Danube Cruise
July 29 - August 9, 2013

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
Celebrity Silhouette

rebruary 17 -24, 2013
f}
a Africa 2013
October 22 — November 2, 2(

g ROYAL CLIPPER

/)

Grand Coco Bay Resort
November
9-16, 2013

Vietnam & Cambodia
River Cruise
October 15 - 30, 2013

Best Tranl Agency &
aar LONT Tous Opersii
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Happy Mardi Gras! -

202 Resenberg 4306 7415 Mechanic
W) Tramonte 3BR/258A /2300 si Retail Down /Lofts Up

owner-Broker $365,000 $449,500

y udson Holmes
Realtor-Associate Realtor-Assotinte Realtor-Assoclate
(281) 300-5209 (713) 865-1002 (409) 263-2020

409.765.9837 Gt hise

e ¢ FRIDAY (FEB1)
@ @ Past *Banner Party” Party w/ Specal
/) Mardi Gras show hosted by Tara Dion
1_ - SATURDAY (FEB 2)
/ ! Q : Post Parnde Party & Special Super
7 show hosted by Tara Dion

FHEADQUARTERS peritbis

Mardi Gras Madness Party &
shiow hosted by Tara Dion

SATURDAY (FEBS)

Grand Momus parade viewing outaide

our doors| After-party to begin after the

parade passes wi Spocial ehow hosted
by Tara Dian

SUNDAY (FEB10)

Recovery Party w/ §1 Mimosas,
£2 wall drinks, & $3 Bloody Marys
from Open to Close

TUESDAY [FEB 12)

FAT TUESDAY PARADE! Mardi Gras
final parade rolls by our front doors| Fat
Tuesdey Finale Party following the parade
wi $2.50 wells & domestic longnecks

OAS

" 2416 Postolfice SL Historic Downtown Galveston
www. 3rdCoastDowntown.com = 409-765-6911
Monday - Friday: dpm - 2am | Saturday - Sunday: 2pm - 2am

K
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T Compiled by
[ Blase
The Beekman Boys | QAT L & ottt oistlon
The Beekman Boys ‘ The New York City couple p
(Brent Ridge and Josh bought Beekman Farm in Sharon Sarn Champron, who does the double duty of co-hesting and reporting weather on ABC's Good Morming

Kilmer-Purcell) became
the second gay couple
to win The Amazing
Race. When the first

gay couple won, they York tilJI"ll'l.l-f.thi.' wc:ek. while Ridge FiEt=AR e b= LS e 1Y yre ST : 2
kissed, but the kiss worked the farm. They began a re- i
was edited out. When ality show, The Fabulous Beckman e @DebraDompieri ¥ Follow @DebraDompieri i_-
Ridge (far left) and Boys (aka “a gay Green Acres”), in _ l'.'f
Kilmer-Purcell were 2010 on Planet Green. It ran for (| h
announced as the i

winners of one million the Cooking C lin April 2012 o @GMA @SamChampion As much as | love watching Samand |
r LOooRIDE Ghannel i April & L. " N ' . i
_ dollars, they locked TR B : i #GMA, I'm 100% against same-sex marriage. Sorry.
lips, and this time the Most recently, they became the win-
kissed stayed in. The ners of The Amazing Race. From Jecember 21, 2012 12:42 pm viaweb Reply Retweet Favorite

Amazing Race host,
Phil Keoghan,
happily looks on.

Well, first, we're going to pay off the mortgage on
our farm so that we can live together full-time
again after 5 vears apart. Next, we're going to in-

= - @SamChampion
vest in a butlding on Sharon Springs Main Street = ampio

that will become the new home of Beekman 1802,

And finally we'll be launching a new line of food @DebraDompieri unbelieveable u dont see how rude it is to

Damon wavans Ir products named after a 1929 Heirloom Tomato-
o

“The Mortgage Lifter.” 25% of its profits will help
(Entertainment Weekly, 2012 Year-End Special) ather small American farmers pay off their debts.

Wayans plays Brad on ABC'S Happy Endings

"Brad is like a woman, but |
he likes women. So | just
channel my inner lesbian.

One Year Ago This Month

Adam Levine

(The Huffimgton Past, 1/25/12)

The Maroon 5 singer and The Voice star recently
revealed that the band has ehanged the location of their
upcoming [Grammy] post-awards show party due to an un-
named Los Angeles restaurant’s backing of Proposition 8,
which made gay marriage illegal in California.

Levine told People magazine, “We used to go to this
Mexican restaurant to eelebrate after the Grammys,

but the place supported the movement to make gay
marriage illegal [in Californial, so we bailed on that.”

. .. The singer’s outspokenness isn’t limited to LGBT
activism. In October [2011] he lashed out at Fox News

on Twitter for uzsing Maroon 5's music on the air saying,
“Dear Fox News, don't play our music on your evil

f--king channel ever again. Thank you,”

Adam the ally:
Adam Levine
(seen here
from NBC's
The Voice) has
a gay brother.

Springs, New York, in 2007, Scon America carm
after, in order to keep the farm, p /
Kilmer-Purcell commuted to New cangratulated wa the Good Morming America Twitfer account. A viewer responded

two seasons butl was picked up by

their website, beekman1802.com:
What are we going to do with the

Fhemning immedintohs recnnnAded:
winnings (of one million dollars/? Champion immediately responded

Channeling his

inner Sappho: I{ h

Brad (Damon at Y

Wayans, r) °

plays with Griffin

Jane (Eliza : ;
Coupe) in (The Huffington Post, 12/20/12, Chris Harnick)
ABC's Happy Re: the return of Griffin's talk show
Endings. {live!) with guests Liza Minnelli

ot in Odlober 2012 and, af the same time, annaunced that he would be marrying his begy,
r Rubem Robierb. After his marniage ceremony on December 21, 2012, he and Ruben were

=

sl

tweet that to me..have ur opinion but please dont tweet me
again

Dex

eaiDeck Reply Retweet Favorite

and Jane Lynch.

Chris Harnick: Do you have your
own personal censor at this
point?

Kathy Griffin: T have several,
There's a team of gay men who are
probably going to be so excited to
see Liza that they may be giving

Z REAY

me the gay gasp while I'm saying
CAUTION: offensive things.

u Kat_hv Griffin So you'll be censored by the
begins her

THEEEIN - SAKE B

B

asps?

talk show gasp L

g this month Look, I don't have a standard and
E: ... live! | don't want to practice anything.
:'_ So, “standards and practices” is

just a foreign phrase to me that
means nothing.

Emror’s nore: Kathy premieres
Thursday, January 10, at 9 p.m.
CST on Bravo.

- ADAM TAYLORUAE

WAYANS
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Power to the People, Not the PACS

r,nmr d’ grassroots gro ups are responsible

[ marriage equ alit

NO H8: thousands filled the streets of Los Angeles and across America in
2008 to protest California’s anti-equality Proposition 8. Bridgett Gonzalez and
Elena Popp (inset) were among California’s 18,000 same-sex couples who
were married during a brief window of opportunity in 2008 between court
rulings determining if their union was valid.

ever doubt that a small

group of thoughtful,

committed citizens can
change the world. Indeed, it is
the only thing that ever has.”

This often-
repeated, often-
Facebook-posted
quote from anthro-
pologist Margaret
Mead is perhaps
never truer than
when it is applied
to the battle over
marriage equality
in California.

The long and
winding road to California mar-
riage equality bears repeating
here: in 2000, Proposition 22
passzed, prohibiting the state
from performing same-sex
marriages or recognizing those
performed in other states. Five
tumultuous years later, a San
Franeisco superior court judge
struck down the state’s laws
banning same-sex marriage,
decrying the law’s “separate
but equal” concept. In 2006, a
state appeals court overruled
that judge and upheld the ban

on same-s5xX marriage, \\'I"Il'i]'lf_':

agazine.com

rlr"f i} ".-\.JHI! sliplie

[ T T T T o T T sAame-sex l‘|'|HFI||' 5

INSPIRED

that voters and lawmakers, not
courts, should decide the issue.
It was a joyous day in May
2008 when that ruling was over-
turned by California’s highest
state court, and 18,000

tied their respective
knots. Only six months
later, yet another
anti-equality measure
appeared on the state
hallot: Proposition 8,
aka the Califformia
Marriage Protection
Act, re-established the
definition of marriage
as a union between a man and
a woman, and passed with 52
percent of the popular vote
Then, in August 2010, a federal
judge declared Prop 8 unconsti-
tutional. The 9th U.S. Cireuit
Court of Appeals upheld that
ruling, declaring California’s
voter-approved ban on same-sex
marriage unconstitutional.

Tired? Confused? Furi-
ous? Imagine how those 18,000
gueer Californians felt when
told time and time again that
their relationships weren't valid
like those of their opposite-sex
neighbors,

Inspired: The Voices against
Prop 8 tells the story of those

tired, frustrated, vet highly
motivated LGBT Californians
who refused to take no for an
answer. Many who had never
before considered themselves
activists, armed sometimes
with little more than a cell
phone, naively organized
grassroots groups to take
to the streets, canvass their
neighbors, form coalitions,
and fight the 43-million-dollar
budget of their oppressors the
only way they knew how: with
their passion. These forty-to-
fifty grassroots organizations,
with names like “Equal Roots,”
“Restore Equality Now,” “La
tino Equality Alliance,” “Equal
Action,” “Love Honor Cherish,”
and “Unite the Fight,” did
something the hjg:h rofile, big-
money LGBT PACS and think
tanks, with their slick ads and
high-dollar budgets, couldn't
do: they won

Later this year, when the
[I.8. Supreme Court decides
the fate of marriage equal-
ity on a federal level, these
Californians' local victory will
taste even sweeter.

Charles Gage directs

2012, Garden Thieves Pictures
|gardenthieves.com). W

the

N\ontrose
k

e new connel

MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS
& FRIDAYS, 9AM - 1PM
(LUNCH @ NOON)

Free for seniors age 60+ and caregivers.
A brief registration is required.

eral Dermatology
Lﬂnter Defection L

2120 Ashland @
Houston, Texas 77008

SELLING Houston...ONE House AT A TIME

|
|
|
|
l

GREENWQDD KING PROPERTIES

dl

martMagazine.com JANUARY 2013 65

('_l



| GrooveOut.

)
-

by
Gregg
Shapiro

1

GrooveQOut Shorts
Telly Leung

‘N Cover You

cam). =Nancy Ford

Christina Aguilera

L

-

olus

Paloma Faith
Fall ta Grace

66

JANLIARY

1). =N.F

301

scom). =N.F

¥
Q- |

o

SmartMagaz

Refresher Course

Everything old s new again with reissue albums from yesterday’s superstars

ne of the

most iconic

artists to
emerge from the
singer/songwriter
scene of the 1970s,
Carly Sunon gave
music lovers much
Lo &‘[310}' ‘.lnd remem-
ber her by, Songs
such as "You're So
Vain," “Anticipa-
tion,” and “You
“t'l(l]lf_' to Me" have
become a part of

S

the Great American

o Pl

Songhook. In the
early 1980s, fol-
lowing her divorce
from James Taylor,
Simon predicted
rock and roll’s fu-
ture romance with
standards (see
Linda Ronstadt and
Rod Stewart) with
her beautiful Torch
album. Shortly be-
fore her acclaimed
association with the
now-defunct Arista
label, which in-

cluded the hit single

[\

“Coming Around

Again” and an Oscar for “Let the

River Run” (from Working Girl),

Simon recorded Spoiled Girl for

Epic. The expanded import reis-

sue of Spotled Girl (Hot Shot)
[11‘1|1.‘11:|L':= a new opportunity to
revisit the underrated 1985
album, Beginning with opener
“My New Boyfriend,” the album
goes for a mid-eighties dance
vibe, complete with synths and
drum machines. The best of
the dance cuts, “Can't Give It
Up,” should have been a ¢lub
hit. Those longing for classic
Carly can find her on ®
and Forever” and “Make Me
Feel Something,” while the
pithy “The Wives Are in Con-

Tonight

-7 Lhrenitle

ety s

THICKAS A BRICK

necticut” is also a
treat. Bonus tracks
include “Black
Honeymoon” (also
a bonus on the
domestic version of
the CD), the single
version of “Tired of
Being Blonde,” and
12-inch remix and
dub versions of “My
New Boyfriend.”
With the
Partridge Family
firmly in his past
and his solo ca-
reer in full swing,
David Cassidy re-
leased his first live
album Cassidy Live
(Bell/Real Gone)
in 1974, Recorded
in England, the
live set includes
only one of Cas-
gidy’s domestic hit
singles ("How Can
I Be Sure”), but
is notable for his
renditions of songs
by Neil Sedaka
(“Breaking Up Is
Hard to Do"), Kim
“Bette Davis Eyes”
Carnes (“It's Preving on My
Mind," co-penned by Cassidy),
Leon Russell (“Delta Lady"),
the Beatles ("Please Please
Me"), and Stephen Stills (“For
What It's Worth"). The U.K. also
comes into play on Cassidy's
1985 disc Remance (Arista/Real
Gone), available domestically on
CD for the first time. Recorded
in Britain after Cassidy relocat-
ed there in the early 1980s, the
disc benefits from his access to a
variety of performers including
George Michael and Basia, who
can be heard on “The Last Kiss”
and the title cut, respectively.
The vear 1972 was also grmd
for Jethro Tull. Coming off the
positive commercial and critical

success of Agualung, the prog

rockers (none of whom are
named Jethro Tull) delivered
the album-length epic Thick
as a Brick (Chrysalis), now
available in an expanded
CD/DVD set. As envisioned
by Ian Anderson, Thick as a
Brick 1s, according to engineer
Robin Black (in the new liner
nates), “continuous, with one
song bleeding into the next
with no gaps." Not a cazual
listen, Thick as a Brick still
commands your attention,
from the first familiar notes
through the proggy freak-out
about 21 minutes into the
album. The DVD includes two
additional mixes of the origi-
nal album and more

Step back ten years, from
1972 to 1962, and dig Booker
T. & the MGs' Green Onions
(Stax), available in a fiftieth-
anniversary edition featuring
a pair of live bonus tracks.
The title cut on the all-instru-
mental recording remains
one of the standout tracks of
the era—make that any era.
Sauey and earthy, it’s the kind
of tune that functions as one
of the slats in the bridge that
connected the 1950s to the
1960 and beyvond. It's got a
great beat and you can dance
to it—what more could vou
ask? Other classics on this
Stax staple include “Mo’ On-
ions” and a cover of “Lonely

Avenue.”

Read the complete article at
OurSMARTMAGAZINE. COM,

Grege Shapiro is a regular
contributor to OutSmart
Magesineg,
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Best Male Real Estate Age
CutSmart Readers’ Cheice 2012

Voted Best Pool Company
- 2012 OutSmart Readers’ Choice

BrattonPools

281.988.7700
www.BrattonPools.com

713.561.6653

DIRECT

New Construction = Re-Plaster

Renovations and System Upgrades
Weekly Maintenance

Chiropractic Care

Soft Tissue Injuries

MAINTENANCE

Myofascial Release

Sports Injuries

Auto Accidents
Rehabilitation

Worlk-Related

Injuries » State-of-the-Art Automotive
Repair Facility
* Mechanics Specialize in Both

Import & Domestic iehicles

» Buality, Reliable and Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

* Centrally Located with Immediate
Access to 1-10 and Memorial
Dr/Allen Parkway

* Guaranteed Parts & Services

Personal
Injuries

Best Chiropractor
OutSmart Readers' Choice Awards 2012

HEALTHZVELLNESS

www.KennethLesterDC.com

13-457-99%°

taticr e instiuted for
m AUTOMODTIVE
= SERVICE
EXCELLENCE

Monday - Friday 7am - Bpm

3930 Kirby Dr.
Suite 108
713.526.5252
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‘j s : n MipTowN VETERINARY HOSPITAL |
‘ %LFFDY‘[’S ﬁ'tm& For \.A‘Fel.

Dan in M h - site also features a full schedule for the Freedom to Marry Week F-u: IENDS
c g ac lne and will be updated as more events are added. For more informa- F E HELLO, MY NAME IS

Kit van tion, visit familymarriageequality.org. T l

Cleave Hermes Pan set the standard for dance on film
BORN: 2010

GENDER: Female

BREED: Calico Mix

WEIGHT: 8 I

NOTES: Queen of loving
head-butts, and |

has lovely eyes
- et

wedding ceremony or marriage license protest demonstration at
the Foundation for Family and Marriage Equality website, The

ji

WHITE HOUSE CREATES
ONLINE PETITION PLATFORM

fter the tragic shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary School

last December, all eyves are on the Obama administration

o ease minds and assure safety, But, with a topic as con-
troversial as gun control, opinions obviously clash. That's where
the White House's latest website

We the People—steps in as an

online platform to help Americans exercise one of their basic First e ’ www.NoKill1.org
Readou‘ Shorts Amendment rights—to petition the government Thank o OutSmart Reader's for "?““9_
Road that Leads to No Answers After ereating a simple White House account online, anyone Dr. Clive as Best Male Veterinarian
5.K. Alexander over the age of thirteen can use the site to sign an existing peti-

This slim volume of

tion or ereate a new one on an issue of their choosing. The petition “ o
2 - r Mission ist the bonds betwee
then must accumulate 150 signatures within the first thirty days Our Missi f’h o d!&pﬂﬂ bo v
people and their pets by providing personalized, .

to be publicly listed on the website, and 25,000 signatures within

that time period to be reviewed and receive an official response | WMPEWWG m.“’tmufuﬂ-saviu
from the White House. Once the petition is signed or created, the mumwjkomﬁdoﬂ'mnghighqm&y A‘ &
Hermes Pan: The Man Who Danced with Fred Astaire site also provides users with the option to share their efforts with services fi pnrpel.” Y
b-,r John Franceschina their friends and followers on Twitter and Facebook. “We created / 4
2012 « Oxford University Press (oup.com/usa) We the People because we want to hear from you,” the website L] P 4 '
320 pages, 535 says, “If a petition gets enough support, White House staff will J - Midtown 1434 W. Alahama §1. « Houston, TX 77006
I r:-u}rf; review it, ensure it's sent to the appropriate experts, and issue an - ; ‘?13’528“_'90'” main = (888)504-8006 fax
i official response.” Veterlnary Hosplta] www.MidtownVetHospital.com

The Emerson Gospel We the People is a direct connection to the White House and
Robbyn Burger : is not run through a third-party service. So far, petitions that
). deal with subjects like greater protection for same-sex couples,
ne recent morning [ the longest with Astaire, immigration reform, and repealing the Defense of Marriage Act »
awakened at 3 a.m.; career of any Hayworth, Ann have suecessfully achieved responses. Popular petitions currently aﬁ’t WLi 55'
I'd left the TV on, and choreogra- Miller, Ginger include “Legally recognize Westboro Baptist Church as a hate
turned over to see what was on pher (having Rogers, Lana group” and “Immediately address the issue of gun control through In Home Pet Hospice & Euthanasia
“Hey," I said to myself, “that's worked on Turner, Rich- the introduction of legislation in Congress.” For more information,
Hermes Pan dancing with Rita eighty-nine ard Burton, visit petitions whitehouse.gov. —Megan Smith
Hayworth.” I later found out musical Elizabeth Taylor,
the number was appropriately films) and Tyrone Power,
called “On the Gay White “ereated Linda Darnell, TRANSGENDER No LONGER A MENTAI‘
¢ Way” from My Gal Sal (1942) a series of and Katharine ‘DISORDER’ IN DIAGNOSTIC MANUAL
A ikt g I was so fascinated that [ sat icons that Hermes Pan, 1928 Hepburn, to
Tora: Resculng the Gospel from up and watched the rest of the permanently name a few of by Moni Basu, CNN |
the Gays-vs.-Christians Debate movie, because I'd just finished etched in the public’s mind for the more famous 3 g i
lustin Lee John Franceschina's new book generations what film dancing “Armed with only an he American Psychiatric Association has announced ]
on Pan, who was and, indeed, Broadway eighth-grade edueation, an changes in its official guide to classifying mental illnesses. -
Fred Astaire's dancing inexhaustible imagination, Among the major changes to the manual, known as
longtime choreog- were supposed to and a talent for dancing, Pan DSM-5, is that Asperger’s syndrome will now be included in the " )
rapher, friend, and look like.” rose from the ranks of the diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder “to help more aceurately H 4 !
dance ensemble Though he started Depression’s poor to the most and consistently diagnose children with autism,” the association . : . .
inventor. his film work with prolific and arguably the most said in a statement. SHY GUUdeE 1n tlle ,-
The son of Astaire and Ginger Rog-  successful of Hollywood’s film But the Eroup made a.m_)ther h‘_-E change that did B make as comfort of Home... 2 49
Pantelis Panagi- ers at RKO, eventually choreographers,” writes l‘llztll'l_lx' ]'lL‘:'!!”]I'IL'-.‘:I. ”m.“gh it s f‘ll!'l.‘-l]dl'T'l"[j by many to i.'"': |!1II]1:11'1.'111.I. s lihama consulbaiion
otopoulous, a Greek he began to freelance Francesching. I'he new DSM eliminates the term “gender identity disorder, Sl it T
immigrant, Hermes Author for 20th Century Fox, Pan loved dancing and put- long considered stigmatizing by mental health specialists and . Eutf‘panasiﬂ
Pan came to be John Franceschina _\I.[GM‘ ?u!’:lll]lJu11t. and ting steps together, which he ]i'skfi‘:m. gay, .h.i.:'«“.\'l!-i.i |: m”.l lr:m.-.:,t;i*lnd-.‘lr :11.‘L..i\'1'.~'~|::i.. 2 87 = C|E',: Ban Mumarial Kappsaks Dr. Christie Cornelins
known as “the doyen of Holly- IAYEroR ta el e Haaran started doing as a teenager That old diagnosis meant that a man who believed he was des- < BFisf S
wood dance directors,” and “the an Oscar and an Emmy for best with his sister Vasso. But he tined to be a woman was considered mentally ill. Vit Spppars |I|1Iu-;:it|.f1p'.l"r\:m¥ :::I g
quiet giant of film dance,” Fran- choreographer. He was admired continued on page 79 .N” lor '—L' "'_‘"- Himg =1 _ d ; i I,“:'“ ;_ *' .04 ”'
ceschina points out. He also had for his patient attitude, fluid T'he new DSM refers to “gender dysphoria,” which focuses the - ﬁ_ﬂ,ﬂlma M.t:.-'i.‘““"“rs & Fx: 281.605.5241
ereativity, and a gift for friend- attention on only those who feel distressed by their gender identity. ~ Holiday Appointments Available il

ship, becoming lifelong friends continued on page 77 B .-ﬂfcﬁ]ﬁlli||s@patsiastwishes.com Find us on facebook

DutSmartMagazine.com JANUARY 2013 69

68 JANUARY 2013 Ou




1 Calendar of Events

Compiled by
Nancy
Ford

‘Spank" Comes to SPA

and over and take it like a well yvou know he rest

]:1 was the literary (sort of)
rage of the year that found an
unlikely but eager audience in
millions of straight women, that
three-part volume that began
with Fifty Shades of Grey. A racy,
sophisticated, erotic, S&EM/B&D
trilogy, this very unusual love
story, dubbed “mommy porn”™ by
some, has dominated the Neu
York Times Best Sellers’ list for
most of 2012, particularly in its
paperback incarnation

Jim Millan, the brilliant
comic mind that brought us Kids
in the Hall and Tommy Chong’s
Marijuana-Logues, recognized
parody gold when he saw it. In
spired by the basie disciplinary
theme of Shades, Millan wrote
and directed Spank! (though the Take a letter (like b, d, s, and m): Alice Moran and Patrick Whalen star as Tasha
Woode and Hugh Hanson, respectively, in Jim Millan's Spank!, a parody of the
Fifty Shades of Grey trilogy, for Society for the Performing Arts.

show's PR g out of its way to

deny any direct assoctation with

Under.‘nnd Petro T

Film a1 v e

Perruss:ve H-'usmns “antempo

fa Pictur Dvarak 5 New Worfd Srmphonjﬁ Hans

w.org = i, 11-13, Houston Symphany. Jans 815 Loumsiana S »

heustonsymphony.org = 71 3
Legu Slnp Mutmn Anl_matmn Wnrlr.shop jchuberr 5 Denh‘r and the Mmd’en in. 11-13. Mercury f.'shrny
Lrorapicture various locatio grcuryhouston.org = 832/251-070¢ ".!'
oW Of ¢ 2 A Sl'eady Hum Keith H waminimg personal bsidianar
Daliai Asun Fllm Festwal E:perlmental Shorts. sponsibility bet nolice ers. Ja 5|
. Aurora b Bartle * 3urara Fast-Eni | 5L G o jgf

Yﬁe Ba:ws in me Bnnd‘ Mart
2 I| loatl ng. Jan. 11-2¢

PEFfOfmf”Q Arts o el g Jn. 112 The Gy

Last mr T."m R{'n‘ Ho.l' e, Nl SiFici I’ouug .‘Ir'.'fm fram Arlanta |. ton | 1 in
¢ 2 ystan in the 19505, Jar F | 53H
: A s Westhury Square » compa y

Girls Dn.’y~]’he Secrelfomrn‘y afm:-men Ker P"‘”“”‘E m”‘"’”‘ with the ton
I- won and Tracy Ahern nprov musical com 1€

rhe Ma unfammp K.

coin = 83
nig ||||- MoTe the ass

§ix Dance tesmns in Six Weeks. |
dramatic comedy, Jan, 4-Feb. 2. Theatr

Way Out West Dr, » theatres

Ubu Rai. Pt s avant-garde foray into the nature of Elmt F|slc and Bill Frisell, cutar masters. lan. 26. Da

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING: a few lines fo about your event me; cost, location fadd ration name; and phone number
E-man mro to: calendar@ outsmartmagazine.com MArl weo o QutSmart Magazine, 53406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006 qumro 1os T15/522-3275
NO LISTINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE DEADLINE DATE—5 P.M., MONDAY, DECEMBER 0.
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the popular trilogy, its author, or its
publishing company), Millan added
musie, and before you could say the

safe word, Spank! was an automatic

cahem . . . hit.
e «1'riiu~.| as “a bit SNL, a bit
Chippendale,” Spank! producers an-

ticipate such a positive reaction from
Houston audiences that Society for
the Performing Arts is adding three
performances to its mid-month run.
To the eurious: do not attempt to
preview the show’s musical numbers
by Googling the words “Spank!” and
“music”;, that quest sends you down a
much different path.

Spank! plays Wortham Center's
Cullen Theatre January 17 through
19, and is followed by four month-
end performances of the percussive
tdance musical .“‘.'l.'Jf',"' the follow

ili;_'_ weekend. Trv not to get the two

confused. Spahouston.org » T13/227-

LSPA. —Noncy Ford

E’.‘ﬁaﬁons. Norks by Copland, Rachberg, Rzewski

Hear rﬁe Future: 14}

L 1na al. = Noush
Knock Me a Kiss.

L'afch Me Jf Fnu Ean
eb. 5-10 B

For Young People

Ensemhie Thealre 5 Enn{hmg ‘l’euth ﬂrls Prn
grams. | S 2-4. 5

l?adfo

Aﬁer Haurs Queer Raodio wrfh Attitude

! (Queer Music Zane) with limmy

STILL OPEN

Still Going Strong!
OutSmart Magazine 2012 Readers’ Choice Awards

the
ST

The Best Margarita

The Best Mexican Restaurant

The Best Restaurant for
People Watching

The Best Restaurant for
Outdoor Dining

2111 Westheimer at Shepherd 713-528-1468
cafeadobe.com

Watch for the Announcment of Our New Nearby Location

COMING SOON!
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Senior Socials. SPRY (Seniors Preparing
for Rainbow Years) hosts Montrose Diner
Days. LGBT seniors are invited to enjoy
coffee, activities, and a fresh nutritious
lunch. Free for seniors age 60+, and their
caregivers (a brief registration is required)
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 9
a.m.—1 p.m., with lunch served at noon.
The Montrose Center, 401 Branard St. »
montrosecenter.org * 713/529-0037.

Friday at Frenetic. Frenetic After Dark, a

“glittered, gutted, and glorified cabaret, cu-

rated by jhon r. stronks and hosted by Miss
Understood, features a variety of artists
from diverse performance genres including
dance, theater, drag, music, and burlesque.
A dance follows the performance. January
4, 8 p.m. House of Blues, 1204 Caroline St.
* freneticore net

A Helping Hand for the Homeless. Cookie
St. Jude kicks off the New Year in a chari-
table way by producing a benefit for Grace
FPlace, an organization that assists local
homeless youth. Guests are encouraged to
donate a wide variety of items that youth
can use, including clothing in all sizes,

s, toiletries,

bug spray, sunscreen, and

bus p , tents, sleeping be

baby items,

other items those of us with homes take for
granted. Providing entertainment, Kara
Melton opens for Elect Trick City. The day
also includes a raffle, food from Jimmy's
Burgers, Jell-0 shots, and more. A §5
donation 15 requested at the door. Janu-
ary 6, 7 p.m. The Uzual, 55109 Allen St. »
theusualpub.com « 281/501-1478

Handhelds, Connect! Houston Gaymers
hosts its monthly meet-up at Les Givrals
Kahve (4601 Washington Ave.) January 7
7:30 p.m. The competitive electronics en-
thusiasts also meet January 26, 8 p.m., at
The Fairview (315 Fairview St.) for drinks
and a variety of games and video games.
Houstongaymers.com.

“Show Me a Happy Homosexual and

I'll Show You a Gay Corpse.” Considered
now by many to be a painful period piece,
Mart Crowley’s biting, pre-AIDS dramedy
The Bovs in the Band remains a telling
showcase for the pervasive phenomenon of
self-loathing and bloody sarcasm held pop-
ular among gay men. January 11-26. The
Country Playhouse, 12802 Queensbury Ln,
* countryplayhouse.org ® 713/467-4487,
{See page 53.)
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Julie Mabry and
Girldam Produe-
tions start the
New Yesr right
with a concert
by God-Des

and She. The
queer chie duo,
which we first
met through
Showtimes The
L Word when
they introduced

their lady-loving hit, “Lick It,” bring their hip-hop/pop/soul sound to Dan Electro’s
Guitar Bar. Expect them to perform cuts from the upcoming fourth album, United
. 9 p.m. Dan Electro’s Guitar Bar, 1031 E.

States of God-Des and She,

God-Des aﬁd She

-

24th St. Tickets available at gs-houston?2.eventbrite.com and at the door.

They Want to Recruit You. Montrose Softball
League presents Recruitment Day 2013,
seeking male and female players for its up-
coming season. January 13, 10 a.m. Houston
Sportsplex, 12631 S. Main St. * montrose
softballleague.com

Hoppy Days Are Here Again. Break out
your rabbit fur muff for Snow Bunnies 2013,
Bunnies on the Bayou's annual winter fing.
January 20, 5 p.m. I Bar, 202 Tuam St, =
Bunniesonthebayou.org.

A Royal Adventure. With its motto “Rais-
ing funds for worthy charities, one dollar at
a time,” the Empire of the Royal Sovereign
Imperial Court of the Single Star presents
Coronation XXIX, with the theme “A Night at
Hogwarts: An Evening of Mystic and Magic!
The eelebration rolls for four days, Janu-

ary 17-20, and offers the following events:
January 17, 8§ p.m.: In Town Show at Brazos
River Bottom, 2400 Brazos St. January 18,
6:30 p.m.: Out of Town Show, followed by

a bar tour leaving Sheraton North Houston
Hotel, 15700 John F. Kennedy Blvd., at 9:30
p.m. January 19, 7 p.m.: Coronation XXI1X's
A Night at Hogwarts: An Evening of Mys-
tics and Magic at Sheraton North Houston
Hotel. January 20, 11 a.m.: Vietory Brunch at
Sheraton North Houston Hotel, January 20, 4
p.m.: Victory Party/Utah Party, followed by a
show at 7 p.m, at BRB. Ersicss.org.

A Royal Classic. Theatre Under the Stars’s
gay patrons enjoy OUT@TUTS, a cabaret-
style event at Artista Restaurant following
the performance of Camelot, Lerner and
Loewe's chivalrous musical. Listen closely to
the lyrics of “I Loved You Onece in Silence”™ it's
a thinly veiled tribute to closeted love. Janu-
ary 24. Hobby Center for Performing Arts,
500 Bagby St. * tuts.com * 713/558-8887.

Matriarchs in Motion. Lesbhians Over
Age Fifty (LOAF) has added a fun and
physical activity to their roster ”l.v‘:'-"I'
togethers. Womyn on the Move is the
group’s monthly dance party, held the
last Saturday of each month (this month,
January 26) at 3 p.m. Brazos River Bot-
tom, 2400 Brazos St. = loaforg.

HIV and Aging. AIDS Community Re-
search Initiative of America of NYC, in
eonjunction with The Montrose Center,
presents a community meeting focused
on HIV and aging. The meeting aims to
help identify the needs of 61 percent of
the clients receiving HIV Case Manage-
ment Services who are » 45 and older.
Information ;..tl.h».'rmi W llI be used to
custom-tailor a free two-day training

on HIV and aging in February. January
31, 9-11 a.m. The meeting begins with
breakfast for participants at 8:30 a.m.
The Montrose Center, 401 Branard St. »
RSVP: htessema@acria.org.

An Act of Love. Texas United Chari-

ties kicks off its fundraising efforts with
TUC Red & White Ball featuring a show,
raffle, a photographer, 8 matchmaking
device, and more. Benefits LHI. February
9. EJ’s, 2517 Ralph St. ® melissa.tuc@aol
com. (See page 41.)

Character Study. Legendary performer
Lily Tomlin delivers her unigue style of
theatrical stand-up in a special one-
night-only performance for Society for the
Performing Arts, February 9, 8 p.m. Jones
Hall, 615 Louisiana St. ® spahouston
.org ® 713/227-48PA. (See page 31,) H
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Make Tax Time
Less Taxing!

= Parsonal & Business Tax =
* QuickBooks Customization & Training *
#* Business Development »
* IRS Representation »
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PROUD

TO BE YOUR
PARTNER

IN GETTING QUALITY

PROTECTION
FOR YOURYOUR PARTNER
Equality is my policy.

Larry B. Lipton
(281) 580-2510

Alistate

Call me to put yourself in
Good Hands®

0 Frecomve Apuir Vioro

S aterolore

On ; rl:lf "mt
Best Places to
[
Playthings

~OhnSmart

Gayoest & Greatest
012

* Magazines
* Gifts

* Fleshjacks
* Huge selection

of Lubricanes
& Lotions

14002 Northwest Fwy. (Hwy 290)
(exit Tidwell / between Tidwell & Fairbanks N. Houston)
713.462.5152 » executivexxxvideo.com

InThe Heart of
The Heights!

Used Cars with Great Terms/Prices!
« Traditional Finance = 2nd Chance Financing
* Cash Cars * Buy Here / Pay Here

www.BigStateAutoSales.com

713-861-6388 Bad Credit OK!

the Art of Fitness
B

50 years old and proud i

certified personal fitness consultant
* 30 years experience in physical fitness
¥ ner to advanced levels
* weight reduction, body shaping, muscle toning
* personalized balanced programs
* cancer, HIV, Diabetes, organ transplant
& all ather patients. Baby boomers too!

9'[7 886 8844

emb NOT required

CALL NOW
for an A/C
or Heating
System
Checkup!

Te1as ﬂlr
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.S?z:mth rd
www.tejasair.com

_(!j 832.287.6117

tejasalr@sbeglobal.net  Tacuasooniac
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QuitSmartiMagazine.cam  JANUARY 2013 75




Photas by
Daiton DeHart

Carl Han's 9th Annual
“Brunch in Nevember'
tundraoiser for HATCH

ember 17

World AIDS Day
Candlelight Observance
ot Trangulliity Park

- 1
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News E

“I think it's a significant change,” said

om page 69

Jack Drescher, a member of the American
Paychiatric Association group that made
the recommendation after working on it
for four years. “It's clinically defensible,
but it reduces the amount of stigma and
harm that existed before.”

Drescher said there had been calls
to remove the diagnosis altogether just

nosexuality was removed from the

ash

DSM in 1973, Drescher said he believes
that removal changed world opinion on
homosexuality.

But gender dvsphoria was left as a
diagnosis to ensure that a transgender
person could still access health care if
needed. Hormone treatment would be one
example. Another would be counseling for
those who need help dealing with their
emotions.

Many LGBT activists felt that the
gender dysphoria diagnogis could be a
powerful legal tool when challenging dis-
erimination in health insurance plans and
services

The National Center for Transgender
Equality said it was pleased with the
change

“It will mark a significant lowering of

the stigmatiz:

ion that many trans people
have faced,” said Mara Keisling, executive

director of the center.

“The changes help make clear that
there is nothing pathological about hav-
ing a transgender identity, and that the

role of the mental health profession is to

affirm and suppert individuals in being

themselves in the face of secietal misun-

she said

derstanding,
But others were not satisfied.
Transgender activist Kelley Winters,

founder of a group calling for the reform
of gender identity disorder, said the new
DSM does not go far encugh.

The new criteria “represent some for-
ward progress on issues of social stigma
and barriers to medical transition care,
for those who need it.” Winters wrote on
her blog.

“However, they do not go nearly far
enough in clarifying that nonconformity
to birth-assignec
from societal prejudice do not constitute

roles and victimization

mental pathology.”
The greater issue, though, may be
the larger sociopolitical impact the new
category will have, wrote Dr. Dana Beyer,
a public health and LGBT civil rights ad-
vocate who alse served on the American
Psychiatric Association’s working group.
“Our greatest accomplishment on the

Waorking Group was reconceptualizing the
state of ‘being trans’ from a mental illness to
a normal human variant,” she wrote on The
Huffington Post.

She noted that back in 1990, trans per-
sons were lumped together with pedophiles
in the Americans with Disabilities Act. The
new DSM, she said, “finally brings trans
persons into the light with the rest of the
community of humanity.”

SCALIA DEFENDS
PAST COMMENTS
SOME SEE AS ANTIGAY

by Kevin Liptak, CNN
8 the nation's top court prepares

to tack
same-sex marriage, one of 1t8 most

e the contentious issue of

conservative justices defended past writings
linking bans on homosexual sodomy to bans
on sex with animals and murder.

Speaking at Princeton recently, Associ-
ate Justice Antonin Scalia said his previous
comments, made in multiple Supreme Court
dissents, were effective in making the argu-
ment that legislatures should be able to ban
al

behavior deemed immor
When
asked whether making such eomparisons

1 questioner who identified as gay

was necessary, Scalia said, “I don't think it's
necessary, but I think it's effective

“If we eannot have moral feelings against
homosexuality, can we have it against murder,

can we have it against these other things?”

ked, according to an audio recording
provided to CNN by someone who attended
the event, which was meant to promote Seca-

Scalia

lia's new book, Reading Law: The Interpreta-
tion of Legal Texts. The website of Princeton’s
depa
than 700 people attended the se

tment of communications said more

ssion.

Scalia said his dissents were meant to be
“a reduction to the absurd,” not a comparison
between homosexual acts and murder

He did not specifically reference the
court's decision to hear arguments involving
the federal Defense of Marriage Act, which

denies federal benefits to same-sex couples
legally married in their own state. The court
is alao slated to hear a challenge to Califor-
nia's Propasition 8, a voter-approved refer-
endum that took away the right of same-sex
marriage that previously had been approved
by the state's courts.

In the initial question, Sealia was
asked about his dissent of a 2003 Supreme
Court ruling tossing out state laws against
homosexual sodomy—a decision Scalia said
“ealled into question” state bans against
*bigamy, same-sex marriage, adult incest,
prostitution, masturbation, adultery, fornica-
tion, bestiality, and obscenity.” The case was
Lawrence v. Texas.

[n the dissent, Scalia—joined by Chief
Justice William Rehnquist and Justice
Clarence Thomas—said the court “has
largely signed on to the so-called homo-
sexual agenda.

“Many Americans do not want persons
who openly engage in homosexual conduct
as partners in their business, as scout-
masters for their children, as teachers
in their children’s schools, or as boarders
in their home,” Scalia wrote, “They view
this as protecting themselves and their
families from a lifestyl
to be immoral and destructive.

2 that they believe

“Let me be ¢lear that 1 have nothing
against homosexuals, or any other group,
promoting their agenda though normal
democratic means,” the justice continued.
But he wrote the court is "departing from
its role in assuring, as neutral observer,
that the democratic rules of engagement
are observed”—in other words, allowing
the legislative branch of the federal gov-
ernment to determine law.

Jeffrey Toobin, CNN's senior legal
analyst, said that Scalia was raising the
question, “Is moral disapproval alone a

legitimate basis for a government to act?

“His position is moral disapproval of
homosexuality, of bestiality, of murder is
legitimate grounds for government action
The guestion is whether four other jus-
tices agree with him,” Toobin said.

supreme Court agreed to hear
two constitutional challenges to state and
federal laws dealing with the recognition
of gay and lesbian couples to legally wed

In a one-page order, the court took on
what will be one of the most important is-
sues in its history. The decision to review
the matter came just weeks after voters
approved same-sex marriage in three
states. Oral arguments will likely be held
in March, with a ruling by late June

There is “absolutely no way” Scalia will

recuse himself of the case after making

his comments, d Toobin. There are no
specific guidelines for Supreme Court
justices to step down from a case they have
a personal involvement with.

“He's in this case for better or worse,”
Toobin said.

Sealia excused himself in a high-pro-
file 2004 case over whether public school
children should be forced to hear the
Pledge of Allegiance being recited in the
classroom. He had made comments on the
topic at a Virginia rally months before the
I's Bill Mears contrib-
uted to this report. B

arguments, —CN

JANUARY




neadout ohinied e page-Bi create new dances was in great demand,

and with the advent of “talking pictures,”

Photas by was neither a f'l'-‘lr"l'-”'-" ionist, like Astaire, song-and-dance musicals were the most
Dalton DeHart . ' . nor overly ambitious, like the 16-year-old popular Hollywood films.
. : Miller, who lied about her age *to get into Pan found he could not only create and
pictures.” He danced with Hayworth and improvise dance steps but also teach them
others because they pleaded with him easily to others—including Ginger Rogers,
to do go; he didn't really want to be on- with whom he made his Broadway debut.
sereen. He thought of dancing as fun, and Rogers wanted to be a movie star, she told P R E PA R E
World AlDS Day a way to support his mother and sister— Hermes, and soon she took off for Holly-
FL{;JLI;r::I;IT:Lml-::hA!S: and later on, his other ‘-"--'.liill\'t'ﬁ- . wood. Hermes decided he'd give up :'n.-||E New F 0 R
i Hermes Pan grew up in a rather af- York for warm California, knowing that
S fluent family, as his father was successful many dancers were needed for Hollywood's
im the hotel and restaurant business in musicals.
Nashville. In 1922, when Hermes was And so Pan was hired to assist Astaire, LAU N c H
twelve, his father died suddenly, and he and often replaced his dance partners in .
became the family breadwinner _\.Hl'[' his rehearsals that would stretch from early Action packed with a six-speed
mather moved the family to New York, morning until midnight. It's also interest manual transmission and a
Hermes began to audition as a dancer, ing that Hermes looked quite like Fred: 208-horsepower engine, this John
and got a few jobs here and there around they were about the same height—Pan be Cooper Works two-seater lets you
Broadway ing a little taller—and dressed alike, often feed your craving for speed. And
After the First World War and the with ties or scarves substituting for belts when you hit 50 MPH, the rear
ecanomic freefall of the Great Depression Pan's homosexuality never became a spoiler automatically raises for
{which began with the 1928 stock mar- scandal—people liked him so much, they better downfr:l.ch. begging you to
ket crash), Amerieans with no jobs, little didn't want to hurt him, and he was rarely go even faster in the fastest MINI
; : 2 : yet. THE MINI COUPE. HOLD ON.
money, and vague hopes had three ways seen with men. In addition, he was a devout
to please themselves: live entertainment Roman Catholie, and in many respects felt
vaudeville, nightclub acts, et al), motion “his remarkable abilities were God-given
pictures, and each other. After the rise ind he was the vessel through which his
of Vernon and Irene Castle, the premiere talent found fruition in the »I:lr'—n'l-r'a' move-
dance team of the era, Americans wanted ments,” Franceschina note “his place
to learn how to dance. Anyone who could was in the shadow of the i!t'.’"l.‘l'll]l'f"‘ St

THUJAN 10| & SAT JAN 19 |

_,JAG(‘ED EDGE
" DRU HILL

WED FEB 6

.".r

OUT at TUTS presents “Peter Pan

CHARLIE
WII.SON

MOMENTUM MINI

MOMENTUMMINLCOM
THE BOX OFFICE, VIA PHONE (713)772-5800 OR OMLINE AT ARENAHOUS TON COM

7326 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY [US HlGHWAY 59]
'BETWEEN BELLAIRE BOULEVARD & FONDREN ROAD AT AREN
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Carol Wyatt hollday
party benefit for the
GLET Victory Fund

Decaembe ]

Kindred Spirits' "Holiday
Cabaref Sing-A-Long”
at Meteor

December 2

HRC Federal Club
holiday party

[ ember 8

Diana Foundation
holiday party

Jecember B

Houston Baars present
‘Bears & White® holiday party

December

MSEL and LSVA holiday
porty at Meateor

m p THE HOLIDAYS IN HOUSTON

» For more photos go

T G
to OutSmartMagazine.
L : i -

m Il.“."rl”::_“’ r...:”‘l F

where earnings will not be included in

your caleulations for net investment

income. In the case of municipal bonds,

interest income in most cases is tax free;
however, capital gains that are obtained
through bond funds are typically subject
to taxation. (Municipal Bonds are subject
to availability and change in price.
They are subject to market and interest
rate risk if zold prior to maturity. Bond
values will decline as interest rates rise
Interest income may be subject to the
alternative minimum tax. Municipal
honds are federally tax-free, but other
state and local taxes may apply.)
Investors seeking more leeway
on managing investment-related tax

issues may also opt for using separately

managed accounts or money managers
These too may be more tax efficient as
compared to simply investing in a mutual
fund, because investors can work directly
with their money manager via their
financial advisor in order to more closely
manage annual investment gains and/

or losses. This can allow the investor
much more customization when it comes

to what iz invested in their portfolio and

Despite Pan's quiet lifestyle, he was
arty by New York's
Catholic cardinal, “Whether or not Pan

once invited to a

had been aware of [Cardinal] Spellman’s
reputed voracious homosexuality, [Pan

t seemed to him to

was] astounded at w

be [Spellman’s] flagrantly public display
it did encourage |[Pan] to be even more

perspicacious in his private life," France-

schina reports. Perhaps Pan figured that

if being out of the closet was okay for New

York's well-known cardinal, it was okay
for him—if !'H'.Il'[ll‘l'lj |.|i'-c'|'l'\'1|_\

Like most gay men in Hollvwood in
the 1930s anc

point of attending premieres and other

405, Hermes Pan made a

amorous and

social events with the
beautiful women with whom he worked.
He was known for studying what stars did
well—and what they didn't—and choreo-
graphed them to look their best, as if the
dance were effortless and spontaneous,
even though countless hours had been
spent in rehearsal.

Why should contemporary Americans
take an interest in Hermes Pan, read a
book about him or Fred Astaire, and seek
out their work through Netflix and You-
Tube? Because musicals are an American
art form, because the work was genius,

when to actually take the gains or losses
on their invested funds

Another possible strategy for those
who plan to hold investments that pay
taxable dividends or that produce taxable
interest is to hold these particular funds
i tax-deferred accounts such as an IRA
(Individual Retirement Account).

The Bottom Line

Today, having a tax-smart investment
strategy 18 even more important

than ever. While the future of one’s
tax consequences may still not be

completely certain, it is best to begin

taking the necessary steps that could
help in reducing the impact of the new
legislation.

While doing so, however, it is

essential to keep in mind that all

situations call for a plan that fits in with
vour specific financial goals. Given this,
all planning should be conducted using

qualified professionals who are well

versed in the areas of tax and finance

a certified finan

and because it still thrills today. Get on
YouTube and look at h

ers and Astaire are having in “Pick Your-

w much fun Rog-

self Up” from Swing Time, or inventing

the carioea dance in Flying Down to Rio
Watch as Astaire and Eleanor Powell tap
their way into history in “Begin the Be
guine.” Marvel at the silky choreography
from The Band

Wagon, when Astaire and Cyd Charisse

of “Dancing in the Dark,

elegantly fall in love.
Wit

creativity, would a Bob F

ot Hermes Pan's relentless

sse or Gower

| such excellent train-
aphed Kiss Me Kate,

casting Fosse (who created his own

Champion have

Pan chorec

choreography for “From This Mement
On"), and worked with the dance team
of Marge and Gower Champion in Lovely
to Look At and Show Boat. Pan also cho-
reographed Esther Williams's swimming
ensembles and the great Apache dance
and “Garden of Eden” number for Shirley
MacLaine in Can Can

For those who love music, dance, and
musicals, a list of the best of Astaire and

Pan are available at OutSmartMagazine

com. Enjoy, as [ know you will

K.'f (879 ¥y l",-'r'{r."." 18 {1 Jl"r'L'g ."|r.r.l|'." writer !’-.I'!"J'.'.'_L.'

in Montrose. She has publishe

local,

nattonal, and international media.

Houston, TX 77 Housbon, TX 7

ENTER TO WIN o 3100 Gilt Cort Ki
rugglesgreen.com/pride

Every dog and cat
deserves to be born
loved and wantad.

Sadly, many nimols
are born unwanted,
Hundreds of them
are dropped off at
our shelters avery
day while others
are dumped on the
streef. Spay-neuter
con help stem this
fragic fide, PLEASES i
DONATE TODAY. i -

SPAY-NEUTER AND " HOUSTON MOBILE
ANIMAL WELLNESS CLINIC  SPAY-NEUTER CLINIC

REDUCED COST SPAY-NEUTER | FREE SPAY-NEUTER AND RM!IES
AND WELLNESS SERVICES for | SHOTS for cofs and dogs of
animals of the general public. | qualifying low-income clients

FOLLOW SNAP O
Op 110

e

Stop The Cycle. [MMW
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MASSAGE & BODYWORK

Reward Yourself

THAT MASSAGE GUY - R]

LicENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

MEET

IDEAL FOR INTERNS %

Rent for a weekand
or for a month!
i Circa 1876 Weber

the Strand or the
Beach. Starting at
$225 per night or $1250 per week.

Call Karen Derr at Blvd Realty
713-875-7050

AUTOMOTIVE SALES

Hate feeling awkward when buying
a car because of our “life choice"?
Used Cars with great terms/prices
Very LGBT friendly.

We want to earm your busingss!!!
www.BigStateAutoSales.com
713.861.6388

CLEANING /MAID SERVICE
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'Kaehler Cleaning Services
RESIENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Providing professional |
- since 1 :.nlii |

“Continually the best!

832.496.9246

Availahle
for Ciubs,
Private Partias,
& Special
Evants

713-927-7301
bookings.DJS Penninglon@gmail.com

EMPLOYMENT /HELP WANTED

QutvSmart

uston's LOGBT Magazine

Accepting applications for
Advertising
Sales Executives

These positions are for development
of printand online advertising sales in
multiple markels reaching the GLET
community. Successful candidates
must be organized, self-motivated,

River Oaks Center for Massage

2705 4 Bammel Lane
713/249-1469

* BOOK ONLINE =
ReverCokshassageCantr massagatherapy com

SWEDISH
DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE
REIKI
BODY MUD

Complimentary Aromatherapy,
Hot Stone Massage and
Hot Towel Treatment

www.Romanbody.com
Brian, LMT

Licensed Massage Therapist

MASSAGE

+ Deep Tissue or
Med. Relnxing
*Thai “lazy yoga"
* OYT CALLS

JONLYM

832-322.9509
. or 2 hrs. avail,
irs in ack

e 7130426 3272

Gt o ate b www BestRatesMoving.com

POOL SERVICES

& Remodeling

MONTROSE OFFICE SPACE

& All Utilities included
£750.00 / Month
(713) 524-1771

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

| 3805P 1/21920s raised craftman-style

| 1721 Church Vict

GALVESTON PROPERTIES

801 21st-circa 1930s. raised 10-plex
@ one bedrooms, 2 efficiencies. Down-
town Galv Leases for $475-575
manthly. Selling in its present condition
$249.500, negotiable

3/211 $274.500

orian with garage
00

apartment 4/2/1 §&

511 43rd Triplex-fully lzased $39,500!

David Bowers, Realtor
409-763-2800
david @ davidbowers.com

SEEKING DONATIONS

WEST HEIGHTS HOUSE
GLBT SHELTER-AHCH, Inc.

Seeks donations of canned goods
and/or ummage sale items
Tax deductible. 501(c)3 non profit org
Established in 1994,
www.ahchincwebs.com

713.864.1795

Out Smart
For other local numbars call:

house has 3 beau- Quiet & Quaint Residential Area, 1-888-MegaMate
" M 24 Hour Access
tiful suites. Walk to Lol T S

MAMMLAILIINE

ALL ACCESS FREE TRIAL!

713.590.9090

other cities 1.877.510.3344
1.800.255.5757 $25/100min

hardlinechat.com

We're answering the call
-..with no ‘hang-ups!

Gay&Lesbian |
CaSwitchboard
2o TaN)

24-Hour HelplLine

16+ o linbiiity. Rustrictione appiy.

A MICE TOUCH, RELAXATION . Swadish When business or pleasure brings you
ACCOMMODATIONS CUMPUER SERVICES SR NI o to Houston for a month or more
gFully umished Corporate Apartments} !_'.E.E =L o eep Tz 4 why not make L’Emerson your address?
a ; = Evmirge. vicors * Relaxation -
~do 832.978.7017
iRy ; Last Apok REAL ESTATE FOR RENT/LEASE
5 5o pm, A
Massage by )T, % : bt Fully;Furnished Corporate \{cparlmenls“
SPECIAL $4986% N e :
Call For.In-Home sl & Outals vl GALLERIA AREA T13-992-2265
) Troubleshooting h ! thatmassageguy_rj@yahoo.com
( 19 ,ll. ! Tune-ups -« Tutorials 13'7974"751’
“.;a Veston PC H _i_ b 3 iam to 10 pr. oy 3l gl
r .
OUSE RENTAL HEImE Bc 7] www.latinomassagebyjt.com RELAX HOUSTON FREE CODE:

)

—_— A

N -
i ké‘*mw’-l-f .

210 Emerson Street * Houston, Texas 77006

* All the amenities of home

« Ideally situated in the
Montrose-Midiown area

= Much more affordable than
y downtown hotel room

lom Fricke, Proprictor

www.LEmerson.net

Pinee & ?:-m- ’;Ch-w.m (.{feu-;ufa preseats

--Iv

:::with Nancy Ford:::
A Post-Valentine Evening of Comedy & Music

Purchase

vour last-minuie

Call John 713/861-6181 BREIRGRE AeaTka Ty o i 13-806-21 New Construction -
ol i i a5 rncd ' asberising Ao I = — We CI iny 713.529-3211 LHI-Houston/Carnival
—— | it s £k o Ssadvensi PR AR g e e
arketing sales. Email resume t odeling i i bR a e .aribbean Cruise
Dexter's oy ba:eg b oy . etz raffle tickets & gala tickets
Employment@ OutSmariMagazine Repm‘rs TS SUp at the show!
5 Star Service com. Fax résume to 713/522-3275, = )
n. Greg ishe ‘e Jting J,'fnsﬁ !m' I.F.' I Afirrming T
Doing the chores you hate to do Afin: Greg Jeu, Publisher Mjﬂym S hﬂ!
713-533-0932 A

L O ¢

Cleaning * Bartending
Designated Driver

MASSAGE & BODYWORK

(dezdace:

TranquilityPoolCo1983@gmail.com

" SATURDAY

5321 Dora Street
in the Rice University neighborhood

e ’r-:rlt.n’-n.‘?‘r A/ T ‘_ o
House/Pet Sitting or Just ask! ; InThe Heights™ M-J\_R KETPLACE Feb.16, 2013
s g WAXING * SHAVING * TRIMMIN AD RATES Reception at 7pm LIMITED SEATING
Bob Samora 832/252-1961 e Helofls 10 am .9 py o . Deadline: Jan. 15, 2013 for the Show at 8pm e sl

creative  professional
reliable « detailed « flexible

weekends 12-10 pm, Call for mtment,
Byron 713/202-8786. \isit my website at
classicmassage.com 4 hands available

OutSmartMagazine.com

YOYO - 713-825-5649

by Appointment Only
713/397-3245

waxingunwantedhairb@gmail.com

Fib. 2013 lssue. Order by phone and pay
by VISA, MC, AMEX, or Discaver.
For rates and information,
call 713/520-7237 ext. 10

TheDykeShowTx( aol.com
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OutSmart Advertisers

ACCOMMODATIONS

L'Emerson Co rnarate Lndgin g
~lemerson.net
The \ftclunan con do antaI

6300 Seawall/Calveston ............ 800,/ 231-6363

_ACCOUNTANTS/CPAS

Gary M. Gritz, CPA
3310 Katy Fwy, 5te 310

XpressCPA.com
XpressCPRA.COM . iciiiionsmsions

713/784-3030

713/491-4369

ADOPTION AGENCIES

Lifelong Adoplions

LifelongAdoptions.com .B88/829-0891

ADVERTISING

Media-A Team

P B o e R ...mediaAteam.com
OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon Place ... L T13/520-7237

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
Tejas Air

B32/287-6117

AMBULAN RVICES

Republic EMS
repUblICEMS.COM b aninens

281/394-1212

APARTMENTS/LEASING/LOCATORS

2121 Mid Lane

2121 Mid Lane .. T13/622-2120

Chateau Dijon Garden Apartments
53531 Beverly Hill 713/626-3660

ARTISTS/ART GALLERIES

Sterling McCall Fiat
10505 Southwest Fwy ... 713/981-392]

Wast Houston VW/Michael Alan Schwartz
17113 Katy Fy..... et 13/909-4742

Archway Gallery
2305 Dunlavy .o i

ASTROLOGER _
Lilly Roddy Astrology

T13/522-2409

et 13/ 529-5842

__ ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
Law Offices of Michael W, Gonzalez, PLLC
MikesLawFirm com ... -~ 281/412-4626
Moore and Hunt Attorneys at Law
MooreandHunt.com i 13/522-4282

Kent Schuster, Attorney at Law
KentSchuster.com .979/179-5118
Vethan Law Firm

TexasBizlaw.com - 113/526-2222

Glyde Williams, Mtnmny

u

- T13/236-0064
_ AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

Tech Auto Maintenance
17 Waugh Drive

T13/B63-B244

AUTOMOTIVE SALES
Advantage BMW/Midtown
2101 San Jacinto @ Gray.............. 713/283-1200

Big State Auto & Truck Sales
2200 N. Shephard Dr. .......
Helfman Fiat

FT20 Y P, i rieirsrribens
Momentum Mini

10000 Southwest Fwy................. BOD/557-5574
NexCar Auto
20515 1-45N

Sterling McCall Agura
10455 Southwest Fuy

. 113/B61-6388

B88/290-4448

281/977-0202

..T13/596-2365

Lynelle

| Residential & Commercial REALTOR®

Accredited Luxury Home Specialist

I take pride in my profession...

RESULTS MATTER!

o 6nes

PEAL EETATE

GARY
GREENE

Buying, selling or leasing . . .

p!ease remember me
for all your real estate needs!

713.582.2202

www.LynetteLew.com
Lynette@LynetteLew.com
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BOOKS/PERIODICALS
Road That Leads To No Answers
Author 5.K. Alexander .. .. 832/799-8957

"CARPET CLEANING

Garpet Touch

CarpetTouch.com ... 281/962-4000

CAR WASH/DETAILING

South Beach Auto Spa
126 W. Gray....coourvennes 7153/529-3444

CATERING SERVICES

Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2B11 ESSTMEN wosvveviinreeivsnrias - 113/ B02-2860

House of Dereon
1550 Webster o

.713/772-5175

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS

Bering Memarial United Methodist

1440 Harold .. i T13/526-17
Living Mosaic Church
4920 Cullen Blvd
Resurrection MCC
2025 W 1th St 713/861-9149

St Paul's United Methodist Church
5501 MEIN ooocoiiociiininnienc T 155280527

B32/659-0686

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
Herlnq Supnult Network

. J13-526-1017, ext.20

Bunnies On The Bayou
& ... BunniesOnTheBayou.org

Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI)
LHIHauston. org ..

PRIDE Housflon

~T13/426-5356

..PrideHouston.org

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES

Computer Services by Bruce
ComputersByBruce.com ...

713/725-2230
Computer Wiz
3017 Durham, Ste 110.

Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer

715/979-4500

713/528-1201
_EDUCATION/TRAINING

HCC Coleman College

LolemanConnection.org

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
3rd Coast Galveston
2416 PostofficefGalveston
Alley Theatre
alleytheatre.org
Arena Theatre

409/ 765-6911

T13/220-5700

ArenaHOUStON.COM onrrorerrerrerone 713/ T12-5800
Bayou Music Center

LiveMation.com...... e D00 745-3000
Crocker Bar

2312 Crotker. ..o T13/529-3355
Country Playhouse
CountryPlayhouse.org...........713/467-4497

Eagle Houston

213 MM i,
FBAR

202 Tuam

Bnnrgn Country Spm‘t-s Bar
BI7 Fairview ...

713/236-8777
713/529-3355

713/528-8102

Gexa Energy Broadway at The Hobby Center
BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com/houston ...
ESH L . T13/315-2525

House of Dereon
1550 Webster

Houston Grand Opera
houstongrandopera.org/out......

. T13f772-5175

713/228-6737

JR's/Santa Fe

BOB Pacific.. . e msivscicnsnnis. T13f521-2519
Meteor

2306 GENBSEE .......ocorimsmsmmeeeess 115/ 521-0123
Montrose Hlmng Gumpany

805 Pacific... FrtE - T13/529-7488

Ranch Hill Saloon
24704 1-45 North, Spring.........

Rudyard's
2010 Waugh... - 3/521-0521

Society for the Performing Arts
spahoustan.org........

South Beach
B10 Pacific Street..........

Statiord Centre

.281/298-9035

TI3/227-4772
~113/529-T623

G~ .. StaffordCentre.com
Theater Under the Stars
THES oM - e s

Tony's Corner Pocket
817 W. Dallas

. T3/558-TUTS

LBE2/T22-T658

FINANCIAL PLANNING

Midtown Financial/Grace Yung

3355 Alabama, Ste 230, 713/355-9853

FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS

Rabert Sneligrove, LMSW-ACP
4617 Montrose, Ste C206.......... 713/522-7014

Christine Wysong, RN, PMHNP, BC
3310 Katy Fwy, Ste 310.............. 713/869-7400

HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS

Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
4000 Washington..... . 113/518-1411
FLOSS, Dianna Wilde, DDS
514 Elgin, Ste A...

Cory Logan, DDS

530 Waugh Dr i

Bruce W, Smith, DDS
1006 Missouri.

- 113/942-0101

L 713/ 342-8598

« 113/528-4364

HEALTH CARE-MASSAGE THERAPISTS

nn of Fitness b'; Jerry Morris
......... - 917/886-8844
Club Houston
T205 FANMEN it e 713/ 659-4998
Fit Athletie Club
fithouston.com : T13/STAYFIT
Formula Fitness Athletic Club
CoachKimmie.com

Houston Gym

1501 Durham
Quality Life Fitness
4150 Westheimer

B32/443-3488

T13/8B0-919]

713/621-4300

FOOD & SPIRITS

Bud Light
Budlight com

Ketel One Vodka
Facebook.com/ketelone

Spec's Wines & Spirits and Finer Foods
Specsonline.com 868/526-8787

GARDEN/NURSERY SUPPLY
Buchanan's Native Plants
611 East 11th 5t

T13/861-5702

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS

NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 Westheimer ...

T13/524-7858
HEAL TH CARE- C'HIIB'O PRACTIC

Complete Clinic

8313 Southwest Fwy, Ste A-200

1415 Hwy 6 South, Ste A-200

. 281/455-5866

Kirby Health&Wellness/Kenneth W, Lester, D.C.

3930 Kirby Dr, Ste. 108.........cco.

Menard Chiropractic
MENArdde.Com o e ecmsinnnnesd

T13/526-5252
B32/6432303

HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY

Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP

1006 MISSOU oo

D. "Woodja" Flanigan, M3, LPA
2600 Southwest Fwy, Ste 409 ... 713/589-9804

DanIeIGdrza MD
23 5. Shepherd, Ste 805

Enod Gray, LCSW, CSAT-5, CGP
2630 Fountainview, Ste 225.......

Ken McLeod, LCSW, ACSW

. T13/527-0000

..281/610-8190

113{781-7272

5909 West Loop §, Ste 480 ........713/628-1776
Monirose {:uunselmg Center
401 Branard ... ; 713/529-0037

Denise 0'Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN
3730 Kirby, Ste 910..........co.o.... 713/ 524-9525

Alan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch

e R e L 713/943-0923
Avnlon Massage & Body Works
5000 Westheimer, Ste 602.
Ryan Fugate, AMT
r',-anrn.aaﬁ.:gemnks.mn—- "

Joel Leal, RMT

. T13/936-1610
<113/ 269-7926

: : 713/397-8808
Urban Therapy
UrbanTherapyStudio.com ...
HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Houston Eye Associales

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101 e 113/668-9118

713/516-0060

Joffe Medi-Center

5420 West Loop South B66/6B5-6994

HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care
2502 Woodhead T13/528-2010

Eye Confact
2055 Westheimer

Eye Elegance

3966 Westheimer ... T713/621-44]
Eye Gallery, The

18068 Westheimer ..o 713/523-1279
Eye to Eye

432 W. 19th St 713/864-8822
MIHELI'“ District Eye Center

4704 Montrose Blvd ; 713/333-0151

Spectacles on Montrose

4317 Montrose Ste. 2 .713/529-3957

—___HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD
106 Westheimer, Ste A
Gordan Crofoot, MD

Donnie Harvey, MPAS, PA-C
3700 Kirby Dr, Ste 1230

T13/942-7546

.., 113/ 526-0005

Physician’s Advanced Fitness Medicine
AdvancedFitnessMediCINe.Ccom ...
T13/621-0003
UT Physicians Health Center
6700 West Loop 5. Ste 520... TI3/572-8122

HACE‘-
2150 W. 18, Ste. 300.... 833/435-0692

Legacy Community Health Sarvices
215 Wastheimer.......... - 113/830-3000

Ryan White Planning Council
rwpchouston.org e T 135723784

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE
Heights Dermatology & Aesthetic Center/

Alpesh Desai, MD

2120 Ashland - T13/864-2650

Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
106 Westheimer, Ste A e 113/942-7546
"HOME ru_nmsmucs,m;i;g,ggt_}ggs_

Cantoni
5889 Westheimer .......

Consign It! Furniture

T13/787-9494

. T13/524-1212
. 281/920-3839
181/656-2122

1212 Westheimer ...
11919 Katy Fwy.......
6030 Hay BN, Ste.C i
Frog at Home
2427 Westheimer
IKEA

7810 Katy Fwy ...

Post Modern Traditions
postmoderntraditions.com......

e 1 13/ B40-0844
713/688-7867

715/750-9891

INSURANCE AGEHEIES*AG!ENTS
Clayton D. Boone/State Farm
2027 5. Shephard, Ste.B.............
Pam Ellis/State Farm
5900 Memorial, Ste. 307 ..cciuui.
Larry B, Lipton/Alistate
LiptonAZERCY.COM wmummssmssisniss
David Lorms/Farmers
E. TC Jesteri@ Loop 610............... 715/688-8659
Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmars/

Rob Schmarler
6575 W. Loo p South, Ste. 185....

B32/701-1200

.7113/869-7263

281/580-2510

T13/661-T700

_JEWELERS

LW, Marks Jewelers
5241 Bellaire Blvd.....
Silverlust

1338-C Westheimer

713/668-5000
F13/520-5440
LANDSCAPING/LAWN

A.).'s Landscaping & Design, Inc
AlsLandscaping.com..... 713/957-0449

Lawn Services of Houston
LawnServices of Houston com...713,/502-5589

PARTY SUPPLIES

Armne's

2830 Hicks ... 713/869-8321

— PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Andy's All Star Pest Conltrol

PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES
Arme's
2830 Hicks
Midtown Veterinary Hospital
1434 W. Alabama

L’!Sl Wishes/Animal Hosplce
02 Waugh

713/869-832
T13/528-4500
T13/452-0474

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Dalton DeHart Photography
: T13/622-2202

Yvonne Feece Photography

yvonnefesce.com B32/876-1053

David Lewis Images

DavidLewisimages.com.., T13/240-5508

POOLS/SPAS

Bratton Pools

www.brattonpools.com 281/988-7T00

PLUMBING E
U-Plumb-1t

1424 Montrose ..

Village Plumbing & Appliance
LY T0E R o717 —— ] )

- 113{042-2277
4-DRIP(374T)

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS

REAL ESTATE-REALTORS

2daypostcards.com
621 Richmond .........oemmersmrreree 1 13/ 228-B808
Copy.com

1201-F Westheimer... 713/528-1201

REAL ESTATE- PIIOHTG_&GE;’TITI.E

Zeuws Morigage
1776 Yorktown.....

- 113/ 275-9387

Bob Beszborn/Boulevard Realty

1545 Heights Bivd ... 281/650-2726
David Bowers/The House Company
DavidBowers.com/Galveston ....409/763-2800
Karen Derr/Boulevard Realtv
1545 Heights Blvd ..

Robert Darr-’BouIewrd Heali\'
1545 Heights Blvd .. ;
Pam Eﬁersum’Ke!ialWllhams
5050 Westheimer, Ste 200........
Eric Gage-‘ReMax Cllwiew
CallGage.com. : .. 281/703-9096

Wade Knight/Martha Turner Ptuperlles
wadeknight.com.. .. 713/582 -0264

Debbie Levine/Greenwood Klng Properties
i .7113/942-6857

Lynette Lew/Prudential Ear-,- Greene
Iynettelew.com, .. oiminn. 113/582-2202

Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realtors

5023 Washington....vaimmsine 113/ BEB-TI26
Richard Ray/John Daugherty Realtors

520 Post Oak Blvd, .cnsvinsimnenna 7 13/351-4674
Vd Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty

1802 Broadway/Galveston......... 409/ 765-9837
Pat Walker/Keller Williams Realty

5050 Westheimer, Ste. 200 713/412-6682

Andy Weber/John Daugherty Realtors
520 Post Oak.. ! 713/724-4306

T13/875-7050
i T13/875-70458

713/822-8533

‘RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS

1308 Cantina
1308 Montrose ...

Aladdin
912 Westheimer........ 713/942-2321

281/807-8996

Cafe Adobe
2111 Westheimer ......

Dessert Gallery
dessertgallery.com

713/528-1468

713/522.9999

Gloria's
2616 Louisiana u.....
Jenni's Noodle House
3111 S, Shepherd....
2027 Post Oa
602 E. 20th.i

Katz's Dell & Bar
616 Westheimer...........

GloriasRestaurants.com

7 13/523-7600
713/621-4200
w7 13/862-3344

. T13/521-3838

Laurenzo's
4412 Washington.... s 113/8BO-5111

Pepper Jack's Mexican Grill & Cantina

419 Travis... J135/222-2922
Skewer's Mediterransan Gafn 8. Grill

3947 Richmond.......... - T13/599-1444

Tila's Restaurante & Bar

1111 5. Shepherd . ....... W T13/522-7654

SPECIALTY RETAIL

Executive Adult Video Superstore & Theater
14002 NOrthWestFWY... e 1 13/462-5152

“TANNING SALONS.

Eclipse Tanning

415 Westheimer.. 713/520-6611

_ TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS

Premier Wireless

12220 Murphy Road 281/575-8500
—_ TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES

Aguatest GLBT Cruises
AquafestCruises com ................

800/592-9058
Concierge Travel, Inc
LEFL 7 FR—— T YR

Gayribbean Crufses

GayribbeanCruises com, B77/560-8318

THANK YOU

for supporting OurSmarr advertisers!

Right now is the perfect opportunity to be proud of who
you are; to be compassionate to yourself and to others;
and to show gratitude to those you love and truly appreciate.

Thank you again to my OutSmart readers for voting
me best astrologer again for all of these many years.”

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER
by OutSmart Readers

LILLY RODDY

s

O O O O O
ASTROLOGER

e Q9 O O

Tas’

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

o Past Life Regressions
o Reiki Master

o Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

GIFT CERTIFICATES # CREDIT CARDS

713.529.5842

lillycath@aol.com « www.lillyroddy.com
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WEW YEARS SUE AARTY

Washington, D.Cs #1 Music Video Producer, DJ & Remixer,
‘~‘., will be spinning all of 2012’s Billboard
| wine's chart humm, remixes and videos with a
custom-made cougtdown video. 12AM champagne toast.

o ead

10 PACTFIC STREET | 713 FACTERO R CUOAESOLU THREACHHOUS TS

TONY’S CORNER POCKET

Nightly Specials - Call for Details
Cold Beverages & Hot Guys!

817 W. Dallas « 713/571-7870

Ample Secure Parking

RANCH HILL SALOON

HOME OF THE COLDEST BEER
& THE WARMEST WELCOME

k2 JOINUSFOR ®

LY
vy

g Voled One of the Bes! Places o 2- Slep
& One of the Bes! Bars 1

OPEN DAILY 1PM-2AM ranchhill.com 281-298-9035

[Saturdaysia\Wednesday]

Largest Gay Pool Tournament at 8pm

Moo St FaeB Open Pool  §100 Well Vodka
HOURS von- am-Laimn T&M!s Epm g—BﬂIl

* Sunday 12pm - Zam

www.GeorgesCountrySportsBar.com

617 Fairview » Houston, Texas « 713.528.8102|

Cluard Winning facebook. com/fbarhauston
twilter.com/fharhouston

boutique clubbing

MOST SUPPORTIVE OF THE
LGBT COMMUNITY

T —

KRR CLUB CRYSTAL

13 ENTERTAINMENT
Formerly -0t this comfor

BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM

CLUB 2020

v.o

Housto:\,

a‘ TAKE YOUR CHANCES ON A

:‘ GREAT MEIGHBORHOOD BAR ON
THE WAY TO YOUR USUAL SPOT
.’. 2010 WAUGH * 713.521.0521

1 1 30aM—2aM EVERYDAY

WAW. RUDYARDSPUB. COM

HOUSTON'S DANCE BAR FOR MASCULINE MEN L

FRI-SUN | 213 MILAM ST | EAGLEHOUSTON.CQM | (713) 236-8777

If you want to drink, that's your business.
If you want to stop, that's ours.

ALGOHOLIGS ANONYMOUS

Hundreds of meetings a week in your area.

Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org
For general information visit: www.aa.org

- 'BEHIND THE BAR

WHO; Alex Ruiz

ror, 2306 Genesee Street

meteorhauston.com = F13/521 5’1” ]

WHAT'S UP: The "Meleor Showers™ are lurned

on for shows twice each hour at this

just one of the

}.q'|11ul.1l n||ﬂ'|lc|||h-‘.

-

GEORGE

GUAVA LAMP

JR'S BAR & GRILL

METEOR

MICHAEL'S OUTPOST

MONTROSE MINING COMPANY

THE RIPCORD

RUDYARD'S

THE 611

SOUTH BEACH

TC'S SHOWBAR
Nesv owrers Tim and.(

TDN‘I’ S CDRNER POCKET
I omlorta Ijl located

Beaumont

ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO
The olace-ta hane for o fur B ina newly renovate

(e

Bryan/College Station
HALO VIDEO BAR

Clear Lake/Webster

CLUB PRIDE

Galveston

3RD COAST DOWNTOWN

PINK DOLPHIN

RDBERT 5 LhFITTE

STARS BEACH CLUB

Humble

WHISPERS

Spring
RnNCH HILL SMLOON

the website:

Montrose Softball League

TGRA

HRC Gala

GMCH & Bayou City Women's Chorus

 the Hobby Center

And more

nDBHaI’t.cum

Need a professional photographer for your special
event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202.

| \Wiainte My QS

You can pick up the print version of
OurSmart magazine the first week of each
month at any one of our 350 distribution
partners. Below are just a few.

Spectacles
B0B Pacific = TT006

Chelsea Grill
4621 Montrose = 77006

Walqreens

950 Studewood = 77007
UPPER KIRB
Biacamo's
3215 Westhaimer » TT088

Alief Branch Library

T878 3. Kirkwood * 77072

CLEAR LAKE
Spec's
1033 West Bay Area Bivd

GALVEST!
" Mosqguito Cafe
y 629 14th Street « 77550




BALVESTOMNIG | coneseevs ooy s

ONE OF THE TOP 20 HOME PORTS IN THE WORLD & DeSIQn Your PAST

2013 ... NEW 2013 WINTER
FIAT 500

A great time to get your life in order

SCORPIO (O
ber 21). You |

CANCER (June 2

tsa n.rLdT

We are feeling the push of the new year
as people actually take their new year"
rasali T y thie rrarthy

) - v this month

il gl

on the Scorpios than for an

11th to give u
Mg OuUr resoiutions. = L
= the 4t

4902 Wharton Circa 1941 two bedroom brick bungalow...$119,500

gth, 18t

CAPRICORN (December 22-January
19). Happy birthday to all the Capri-
corns! Your personal new year coin-
cides with the Gregorian calendar's
new year, and you have a very strong
urge to clean out negative or rotten
things in your life. You are redefining
the burdens that you are willing to
bear. You have backed off of some
career ambitions while you search for
more personal freedom in your life, £ 1ty
You'll be focusing more on your per- 3 Thank you Galveston for voting me:

SRS NS AT (eSS W VgL : . i “BEST REALTOR IN GALVESTON™ -OutSmar! Readers' Choice Awards 2012
the end of the month.

Disney Cruise Lines Now in Galveston!

David Bowers, Reairor
neit) The House Company
couny | 409/763-2800

David@DavidBowers.com

Denny Holiday
STUT0 DIRECTOR

STERLING McCALL FIAT

10506 Southwest Fwy. (Inside the Beltway) Houston, TX 77074
713-981-3921

Mon-Fri ©@am—8pm * Saturday 9am-7pm * Sunday Closed

-Saturday Service Available-

« 200%-2010 President Galveston Historical Foundation
2010 President of Galveston Association ol Reallors
*» 2011 GAR Realtor of The Year

FiatOfSouthwestHouston.com

Sf=gt

fa |Iy at sea!

. GLBT CRUISES & TOUR EVENTS

ani i

a division of CruiseCenter

Relationships nee

you are clear about wha

1y company i e Fet 1are confice 1 [ [ D Me Ll 50 L a ink. L ————— e

o et Frlsiovhitmeniis e e || excallent manioryou o resume e el veg iy o e s et "9 NIGHTS - SCANDINAVIA & RUSSIA CRUISE
cially tense near the end of the month men. f y be canfusing this montt ' June 21-30,2013
15t wan f PISCES (February | 120). You he *

L |7 DAY ROMANTIC DANUBE CRUISE it
il e bl July 17-24,2013 $2,379pp
23), Family time is g5 {o 0 +
vou're headed, You can develop goo ws mionth, and v gad 7-_;_. contin through vour | 5 e tir ._._._' | 7 NlGHTS = 10TH ANNUAL LABOR DAY A ASKA fr"m \ .-
s for yourself this month. It's an es ue famil ly traditions through the end of January, This n | September 7 - 14, 2013 5704')': | ' b TR
great time to change your diet and imp is 3 great time to focus on your family history. Yot X% TG e g
your overall health. A few of you are ready to have been exploring your past, and you d NlGHTS ‘| 2TH ANNU |_ HA LLOWEEN CRU'SE [r(jm |
1ake a trip out of town 1o get away from every- search in 2013, You are a bit mare intro October 27 - November 3, 2013 : ) 3554 | ( 8 o 0 ) 5 9 2 -9 0 5 8
thing, Follow your impulses. normal, but 1 : :

Youareinar
the month. [
your creati

|
|
| Event: free Private Cocktail Parties - Private Shows with Guest Celebrities B
i Gay & Lesbian GayMe Shows -Theme Dance Parties - Gay Beach Parties . WWW.Aq u afEStC ruises.com
i Singles Get-togethers - Couples Get-togethers - Afternoon T-Dances & much more. .. e gl o=

— —_— - ot
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| | | 1] (N
| I bl | L
Photos by | i [ | | |
Dalton DeHart | / &) | |

(Bock row) Jerry Atwood. Mike Ator. Chris Kerr, Chris Roberson; (front row, lefi-right) HISD employees with Mayor Annisa Parkar of fh
Joyce Jordan, Yessica Musquiz, Megin Lorino. Meleah Jones. and Brittany Burch of

the SPRY Monfrose Dinner grand opening af The Montross Center, Dacembir 12

- hiE _ ;
Jeremy Pittman. Jennifer Baojorek Brian Buzby, Britt Kornmann, Anthony Brown, ond LoRence Tyler Ramsey. Meiisso Hull Jonathan McVay Noel Phillips, ond Kristen Hale ot the
Snowden of the HRC Federal Club holiday party, December 4 hicogo Tille = inpar Loop holiday toos!, December 6

Kelly MeCann, Lovite Morks. Torl Willlams. Danielie Sampey Joy Mcatee Chris Perez. Ismoel Garza, Michael Clayton Tracy Freglo. Valerie Nichols Terry Raburn Wade Wilson
ard Marien Coleman Kindred Spirils' "Holidoy Coboret Roy Priest, Ken Colby, Orlin Cullever, ond Marvin Green of Billy Whitaker, ond David Rebeles of five BCAC toy drive of
Sing-A-Long® af Meteor, December 2 the Houston Bears' *Bear & White'

arty. December 8 Woda Wilson A, Dacember 9

Sponsared by OurSwanr

[ Ay .5
Linda Laidlaw, Carol Wyaft, ond Sandra Perez af WWyoit's Andrew Carlin. Juliet Farmer Fikrl Ozellk, Tina Ozcelik, and Linus Lerner, Kenneth Cloyborne, and Ramsey Fisher of
Holidoy porty benefit for the GLBT Victory Fund, Decamber | Sadig Sheroze ol The Eye Gallery holiday party, December 13 the BCPA "Holiday Med " holkdoy concert, Dacembar 15
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[infected w

VL dre 'I::f:

It's not a black thing.

Testing for HIV is
everyone’s thing.

Porgue saber vt o mejor

ORAQUICK:

- B Yesi Lt by Hooltcos --mu_—ﬂui' %
lamern prstn dii=da por profesoncies

Ramchy i st 70 Marwr
Rembonics o o o 20 minuie

Prussbes e i coed

=_:1\-i_; ]
| Prusba no 'umhﬂ.‘

—

Introducing the first
in-home oral HIV test

Knowing is the best thing.”

OraQuick.com

1 that additiona

P SR S LN it wti
it infected with HIV, particularly v

vou at risk for HIV on a reg

3 in activities that |

. * This product should not be used to make decisions on behavior that may put you at increased risk for HIV.




BRIGHT, BEAUTIFUL&VIBHANT

- SMILES

FOR DISCERNING HOUSTONIANS

COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL CARE - GORGEOUS COSMETIC SERVICES
TOOTH WHITENING AND ZOOM -« CERTIFIED INVISALIGN PROVIDER
BOARD CERTIFIED IN CONSCIOUS SEDATION
FINANCING AVAILABLE « HELP WITH MOST INSURANCE PLANS

ACTUAL PATIENT
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