T

it
on’s GLBT Magazine .
g in Our 16th Year

—

- -
: oS A
i i
. o
i i =

PLUS: Fashion & Wheels - AIDS Walk + Sundance Fest

P e o Aot ol - A WA
- ol O

ul ' -
www.outsm ngim.mm_--, =

e W S !
oY .




‘I found my true love... me!*

-Angelica

River Oaks Center For Dentlstry

service dentistry, where the ambiance is

‘take great care of great people.” Because
every practice claims to be proficient
with expert level ability, yet there
assurance. And, because
practice claims to provide
compassionate, high quality care, yet they
fail to invest the very resources to
understand what compassionate, high
quality care means to you.

}jntroduciﬂg a luxury experience in full

is no quality
every

“.Juxury of peace of mind”

elcome to The Club Level at River Oaks

Center For Dentistry. Different, because
we ¥ offer you the finest collection of
multi-disciplinary dentists that have met
and maintain the highest professional
credentialing standards that goes well
beyond clinical care to offer the luxury of
peace of mind.

From simple recare appointments to
com lete smile Hlﬂl\EOVE!IS, our mission
is the same “take great care of
great people.” Lets get to

1| You better.

3 Bedrooms / 2.5 Baths / 2 Car Garage

i

URBAN LIVING

5023 Washington Avenue
Days a Week 9-7

713.868.7226
Urbanliving.com

Open 7

3 Bedrooms / 3.5 Baths / 2 Car Garage

3 Bedrooms / 3.5 Baths / 2 Car Garage

Come and see our all-new redesigned showroom

2 Bedrooms / 2 Baths / 2 Car Garage

3 Bedrooms / 3.5 Baths / 2 Car Garage




Interiors by Cantoni

Cantoni. The One and Only.

A sophisticated new collection from one of Italy's premier
design houses is making its U.S. debut at Cantoni. The
collection includes dining and bedroom ensembles and
occasional pieces in a selection of finishes and upholsteries.
One and Only: ancther modern classic from Gantoni, another

one and only. [
VON.con x CAaNTONI
To see the complete collection and all our great designs, visit

a Cantoni showroom or cantoni.com/oneandonly YEARS Great Design Is a Way of Life

Houston 9889 Westheimer Road, 713.787.9494
cantoni.com 877.881.9191
Atlanta Dallas Houston Irvine Los Angeles

Probucep By Bavyou City Bovs Curus, | Design: Telemaco
Inc 100% oF JUNGLE 17 PROCEEDS ARE
DONATED TO Houston area HIV/AIDS

H O U S T O N ORGANIZATIONS.




BMW 2009

The new 3 Series

an I EN I s bmwusa.com The Ultimate
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“Buying or selling your home is
a BIG DEAL, usually the biggest
one you do. THANK YOU to all
of you who have trusted me with
such a big part of your lives.

| FOR A GREAT REAL ESTATE
EXPERIENCE... CALL ME!"

Features
28 The Scales of Equality Houston's gay and lesbian judges.
35 Now More than Ever AIDS Walk Houston turns 20.
40 Sundance Scene Jim Carrey and others get gay at the famed festival.
46 Looking Good OutSmart’s spring fashion roundup.
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The Secrets Out!
FORREST LAKE TOWNHOMES

Conveniently located near Oak Forest - 92% owner occupied
Large & affordable homes - 22-acre park setting - Olympic size pool
Tennis courts - Beautiful lake - On-site security & maintenance
A truly uniqgue Houston community!

www.ForrestLake.com

NOW PUBLISHING IN OUR 16™ YEAR!
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Lagniappe (Lawn-yawp) ‘A liitle something extra.” ’
auberge
. (' ==

Want some extra sizzle in your nightspots? Try globar™ or Jack Daniel's Bar & Grili" [ | "
Want more “mmm” with your meal? Dine at the acclaimed Snake River Grill. Fact is, \\__HAS :J UR“

from gaming and golf to the fitness center, spa and pool, there's always something - __:._e SﬂaVESL?RT
extra at U'Auberge du Lac,” The Land of Lagniappe.

866.370.7222

For reservations, call 866.580.7444 or visit Idicasino.com/osh. Idicasino.com/osh

Offer code: 0S109

*Rate offor for room only. Offer valid Mon-Thurs. Based on avaiabi ranaan yance reservatons. Depo at check-in. Groy

Promotional coder 05108 Cannet be combined with any ottier offer or discount casing. Some

P
mant, Inc. AR rights reser

| GAMBLING PROBLEI\/I'? PLEASE CALL 800 522 4700.




*15 Hours to Naples

or

15 Minutes to Sugar Land™
Jeft Vallone and Brace MeMillian

SuGak Lavp Town Souane - 16089 Cirry WaLK Dr. » 2812422800

There’s No Place Like Houston!

www.NoPlacelikeHouston.com
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Realtor - Licensed Attorney
713-302-6543

Yes.

We have
ISSUes...

Subscribe

to OutSmart and never
miss an issue again.

$27/12 months or $48/24 months.

Call 713/520-7237

or visit us online at
www,OutSmartMagazine.com

Letters

RENDER UNTO CAESAR
Dale Carpenter misses the mark re; Rick Warren's
association with Obama by focusing on ideology
[OutRight, "The Purpose-Driven Choice" Febru-
ary]. The main connection between Warren and
Democrats and Republicans alike is financial,
according to "Religion-Based Tax Breaks: Housing
to Paychecks to Books,” from a four-part series by
Diana B. Henrigues published Octaber 11, 20086,
in the New York Times. Both houses of Congress
overwhelmingly passed into law, thanks to Rick
Warren's efforts, a new law that clergy members
of all faiths could deduct [from their taxes] the
amount used to provide a home, however much
that might be. Nice perk for clergy, right?
Furthermore, we could solve all of our finan-
cial problems in this country if we simply began
taxing the land that churches own, which we all
Know is tax-exempt, and remove sales tax exemp-
tion status from churches. What a wonderful
gesture that would be in Jesus' namel
Buzz Bellmant
Houston, Texas

MORE FACTS

| congratulate James Fedowsky [for his] letter,
“Don’t Let the Facts Get in the Way" [Let-
ters, January, re: Mark Timmers, "Houston's
Animal Cop”]

OutSmart has never been unbiased in sup-
port of its advertisers. It is noteworthy that Ms.
[Phyllis] Frye's ad ran opposite [OutSmart's
editor’s note, which defended| her client [Tim-
mers]. And your support of Ms, [Karen] Derr's
candidacy is based in part on her being one of
your earliest chents

Robert ). Wilson

Houston, Texas

HE LIKED BUSH

How predictable that the comments in OutSmart
regarding Obama's inauguration were unani-
mously enthusiastic, and how discouraging that
the breathless tone resembled teenagers with a
crush more than serious adults ["Why We Love
This Man" by Steven Foster, February]

Surely somewhere in this community of ours
there exist people who noticed that we haven't
been attacked since 9/11; that Iraq just held fair,
free, and peaceful elections . . . ; that al-Qaeda,
which had made Iraq its central battleground, was
unable to disrupt a single polling place; that Libya
has given up its weapons of mass destruction
program; that Syria is out of Lebanon. . .. [Or] that
Obama gave himself a long time to close Gitmo,

. [Or] that it wasn't Bush, the Republicans, or
any conservative that caused oil to spike at $140 a
barrel. . . [or pushed)] the idea of giving mortgages
to people who can't afford them. . . . [Or] that
under the Bush tax cuts, which *favored therich,”
tax revenues to the government actually went
Lp. [Or] that the dreaded Patriot Act, which
we all like to believe is stomping on our Consti-
tutional rights . . . was passed by Congress, —
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Full Service Dentistry

Check out our website for
detailed information.

bayoucitysmiles.com

Cosmeric & General Dentistry

® Certified provider of Invisalign & Lumineers.
® Free Sapphire whitening!

® In-house financing available.

RELAX!

Your dentist is certified
in oral conscious sedation.

4000 Washington Ave, Suite 201_
Houston, Texas 77007
(713) 518-1411

Dr Mareus de Guzman

YOUR FAMILY DENTIST

Located in the newly constructed INTEGRITY BANK Plaza,
Washington Ave. @ Leverkuhn St.

Feeling anxious? Overwhelmed?
Still haven’t found “it”’? Let’s talk.

* Relationships and Family
* Post-Traumatic Stress
= Depression, Anxiety, Bipolar Disorder

D. Scott Stanley, PhD, LMFT, LPC
281-960-3991 » www.dscottstanley.com

1458 Campbell Road. Suite 250A, Houston, Texas 77055
scoll@dscottstaniey.carm - Fax: 713-467-6532

Evening and Weekend Appointments Available
Insurance Accepted
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" Rob Schmerler

We have great rates for car insurance,
homeowners and renters insurance,
life and health insurance,

all kinds of commercial insurance,

and a whole lot more.

Rob Schmerler
Owner Agent
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s
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‘sonal.advice,
you deserve.

Deb Marshall Moses Lopez
Commercial Property & Casulty
Specialist Agent

Jason Garcia JessicaFlores
Agency Personal Lines
Manager Specialist

For a fast, fair and friendly quote, call

(713) 661-7700

6575 West Loop South, Suite 185 | Bellaire, Texas 77401
www.schmerleragency.com
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just as the Constitution designed it. .

| noticed all these things, and actually liked
President Bush. | would never write breathless
prose abaut how he changed the world or fought
for my rights. | just don't have those feelings of
helplessness or victimhood or whatever it is that
makes gay people act so childish about Obama

| guess that means | hate myse a(f,
Dirk Marshall
{ouston, Texas

ﬂ M.HTI'ER OF DISCIPUNE
of cy is not |'|'|;1|'1J'3:_!- with
1s. Its first

o =.Ie .~i rer._ nsibi |Iy,u I'I:ML uurh y, is national

security and the protection of our borders. The
institution of the family is f.t'ﬁ-'g' fith the du-
ties of raising <

yields them to O ite | Ieu;r |I< '1
"Spare the Spoil the World" by Brandon We olf,
I';I'ruar,] | sometimes wonder r he
p'\n:,ll: lities left to the individua

15 1 sest that our source

are are any

jomb-to-tomb
are simply 1
| self-worth. We
L Lovernm

Commissic
been at w

I t\:‘as:l" Was s

ing Democrats in the White 'r*..,L,--r..-, ::1l_I|_d|'_- had

Amernica in its -
If Mr, W |II re .JI

lead us into
standing and
n the Middle East and els

on the planet Romulac. yma will finally be
held accountable for his talk and his decisions.
He cannot vote “present” and his rhetoric of two
f campaigning is documented. And so are
sred desires of terrorists speckled across
the globe. He better be ready to spank evil. And
the terrorists need to know that.

Michael Crowe

{ouston, Texas W

IF THEIR

Raza Pasha, MD

Board Certified

* Houston'’s leading provider of the Pillar Procedure

* Alternatives to CPAP machines

* As seen on Great Day Houston, KPRC Channel 2 News,
and KHOU Channel 11 News

* Comprehensive sinus and allergy management

GRAND OPENING

\] erican ]m:ml !ré‘{ ‘JTu].a.:'\'n-_J‘n!cr_:-,

".;vPasha

Snioring & Sinus Center

713.523.8800

www.PashaMD.com

New Location - 59 @ Kirby

@ @ & @ @ & & & @ ® O O & O S 8 B S PO "P NN

2615 Southwest Freeway #290 « Houston, TX 77098

Schedule your appointment today.




News Briefs

by Nancy Ford

GLBT CAUCUS PAC
ENDORSES ANNISE PARKER
FOR HOUSTON'S MAYOR

HOUSTON CITY CONTROLLER ANNISE
PARKER earned an early endorsement in the
November 2009 race for city mayor from the
Houston Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Trans-
gender Political Caucus.

“Annise Parker is the most qualified
candidate to lead Houston as our nation
struggles through a severe economic crisis,”
said Kris Banks, caucus president. “Like the
rest of our city, the Houston GLBT commu-
nity is bracing for tough times in the coming
months and years. We need a steady, experi-
enced hand to guide us.”

Parker's proven leadership and record of
fiscal responsibility—along with her sound
economic policy ensuring that Houston can
continue to fund important priorities like
]|||i||'_[' safety, stronger |ir"l;.fl'llJN]']]III-‘I’{‘:. infra-

structure, and quality city services—wer

cited in the endorsement process.
“With this endorsement, our members

send a strong message: qualifications matter

now, more than ever,” Banks said. “And no
ane is more qualified than Annise Parker to

lead our city through tough economic times.”

VOTING CONTINUES FOR PRIDE
PARADE GRAND MARSHALS

NOMINEES FOR GRAND MARSHALS
WHO will lead Houston's 2009 GLBT Pride
Parade are currently being voted upon by the
local GLBT community.

Female grand marshal nominees are
Fiona Dawson, Cristina Martinez, Julia

Oliver, and Carcl Wyatt. Nominees for male

grand marshal are Kris Banks, James Knapp,
Keith Nappier, John Nechman, Mark Nichols,

Mark Timmers, and Jeff Wallace, Nominees
for honorary grand marshal are Linda and
Mike Bratsen, Ann Robison, and Sandy Stacy.
The Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of
Commerce, Gulf Coast Archive and Museum
of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgender
History, and Houston Area Bears are
organizations also competing for the grand
marshal honor.

In-person voting takes place March 1 at 2
p.m. at St. Paul's United Methodist Church;
March 4 at 7 p.m. at Meteor; March 7 at 10
a.m. at AssistHers' Softball Tournament;
March 11 at 10 p.m. at Guava Lamp; and on-
line. The winners’ announcement event takes

place March 27.

14 MARCH 2009 OutSmart

NEW GROUP PLANS TO PRESERVE HISTORY
WITH DIGITAL ARCHIVE

wentv-five eommunity members gathered downtown at the Houston Publie Library
I on January 28 to discuss ways to bring historical pieces of Houston'’s GLBTQ com-
munity together and to make them more accessible. During that conversation, a new
community-based initiative was proposed: to preserve, colleet, and promote w ider awareness
of Houston's rich GLBTQ history through an Internet-based archive
“What would vou do to protect your valuable papers and photos from a natural disas-
ter—put them where floodwater cunnot get to them? Scan them so they might not be lost in
4 fire?” Brian Riedel, one of the project’s eollaborators, posited. “But what would you do if
those photos and papers were not just yours, but represented the history of a whole commu-
nity? And what about the stories of our community that have not yet been recorded? What
happens to those stories when the ones who know them pass on?”
The group hosts an open community meeting on Wednesday, March 25, 6:30 p.m., in the
Montrose Counseling Center's first floor meeting space, 401 Branard St. Details: 713/348-2162.

Houston's 2009 GLBT Pride Parade,

presented by Pride Houston, is scheduled

June 27, 8:45 p.m., in Montrose. Details:

pridehouston.org.

THREE OPENLY GAY MEN
RUNNING FOR
HOUSTON CITY COUNCIL

A RECORD NUMBER OF OPENLY GAY
MEN have declared their candidacy for seats
on Houston's City Council.

Jeff Downing, a local attorney, also an-
nounced his candidacy for Houston City
Council District A, the seat currently occupied
by Councilwoman Toni Lawrence, whose
term also expires this cycle. After beginning
his law career in the Harris County District
Attorney’s Office, Downing opened his own
general practice firm, the Downing Law Firm.

City of Houston Public Works employee
and small business owner, Noel Freeman, is
running for Houston City Council at Large,
Position 4. An Air Foree veteran who has also
worked in the office of U.S Congressman John
Culberson (R-Tx.), the National Archives, and
the National Security Agency, Freeman seeks
to fill the council seat currently held by term-
limited Ronald C. Green.

~ The Easter Bunny vs. Jesus

organizers of a new
community digital m&.
history project have A .Y

already unearthed
artifacts, includ-

ing the Montrose
Voice reporting the
election of pro-gay
Mayor Kathy Whit-
mire and a photo of
an early activists'
meeting.

Easter Bunny Jesus

Delivers chocolate eggs
to little children

V/

Wins the 100 meter dash

A former teacher, Maverick Welsh has

Enjoys a balanced diet of
carrots and lettuce

announced his candidacy for Houston City

Council District H, formerly held by now- \/
Harris County Sheriff, Adrian Garcia. Welsh
also served as campaign manager and chief:

of-staff for current Houston City Council

Brings life and forgiveness
to your soul

member and candidate for Houston mayor,

Peter Brown.

UNITY COMMITTEE TO AWARD
TWO SCHOLARSHIPS

AT ANNUAL BANQUET
THE HOUSTON TRANSGENDER UNITY
Committee has announced March 16 as the

In conclusion we have found that although both the Easter Bunny and Jesus get a lot of attention this time of year,
they really have very little in common. When it comes to tasty chocolate, raw speed and eating vegetables. . . the
Bunny wins hands down. If however, you're looking for your soul to be refreshed and for some eternal forgive-
ness. .. Jesus has much more to offer. But hey! There’s really no rule that says we can't have both!

Join us for Easter at Cathedral of Hope - Sunday, April 12 at 5:00pm

CATHEDRAL @ HOPE

HOUSTON

A CONGREGATION OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
www.COHHouston.com

]sr--'l'|||:li']t deadline for L'l;]]}llicﬂlil_m:* for the
trans-positive group’s annual scholarships,
Representatives of the nonprofit organiza-
tion sav they will award two Peggy Rudd
Transgender Scholarships for $1,000 each to
transeender students who are attending or
will attend accredited institutions of ]11_:_[]1L'r'
learning once again at the annual Houston
Transgender Unity Banquet.

leturning to Sheraton Brookhollow Hotel

Meeting at Grace Lutheran Church
2515 Waugh Drive

Houston, TX 77006

(713) 528-3269

on May 2, the banquet 15 one of the premiere
single-night transgender events in the nation,

Organizers say.

ontinued on page 16




THE POWERTO

CURE CONRNECTILE
DYSFURICTION.

FREE =
Air Card "

Save $249.%°

After instant savings. Requires new line
activation and two-year agreament,

Sprint Mobile Broadband USE Mooem
Compass™ 597 by Sierra Wireless®
> Simple Installation

> Laptop wireless connection

Stay connected
on the road and at home.

Premier Wireless

12220 Murphy Road

Call 281-975-8500
FREE DELIVERY!

THE POWER TO
BUY FROM A GAY-OWNED BUSINESS

VOTED BEST CELL PHONE PROVIDER
by OutSmart Readers

—

Building Conﬁdénce and Self-esteem

2 hrclass « *42

Saturday,
April 18
10am -12noon

To Register: call 713-529-4414
or visit www.llu.com

e

s - — ' L
Denise 0'Doherty LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN - www.RelationshipTherapistRN.com

713-524-9525 - Individual or Couples Therapy
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The semi-formal event’s silent auction
raises additional funds not only for the schol-
arship program, but also to support programs
of the Unity Committee, ineluding the Brenda
Thomas Memorial New Year's Day Social in
January, Unity Month in March, Pride month
activities in June, and Transgender Day of
Remembrance in November.

The keynote speaker for the event is
transgender performance artist, Scott Turner
Schofield. Additional banquet and scholarship
information is available online at htuc.org

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
ANNOUNCES

‘DOLLARS FOR SCHOLARS’

ORGANIZERS FOR THE PFLAG/HATCH
Youth Schelarship Foundation have
announced the date for the group’s annual
Spring Fling-Dollars for Scholars dinner.
The event, scheduled March 26 at
InterContinental Hotel, raises funds for a
scholarship program that assists worthy
GLBT youth in the Houston area who are
pursuing a college education.

Its own tax-exempt entity since 1998,
PHYSF is a combination of two scholarship

continued on page 93

3, Texas' first openly gay
city court judge, died February 2 from dia ¢
complications. Appointed to th

Brown in 1999, Barmich

i atling health,
nicle. Founder of the Bar
ts and frequent defender of
gay nghts and HiV-related cases, Bamich w
the board, for four years as its chairman, of the AIDS
Foundation Houston

Assoaation for Human R

Duen_ Bruce Neal Metskar, 51
died on lanuary 15 A If'l'lg!li'"t
member of the Montrose
Softball League, Metskar also
served on the board of that
sports organization. Originally
from Indiana; Metskar is sur
wvived by his partner, Ruben
Diaz; two sisters; one brother;

and many fmends.

Dieo. Eleanor Tinsley, 82, an eight-term veteran
of Houston's City Council who was ane of the first
women elected to atywide office, died February 10, A
fierce advocate of city beautification, Tinsley was also
a solid champion of issues supporting Houston's gay
community. Tinsely's husband, lames, preceded her in
death. Funeral services were held February 14 at South
Main Baptist Church.

The Naked
Truth

Bruce W. SMITH DDS

Full Service Cosmetic & General Dentistry

713.529.4364

Vioted Favorite Dentist
by OutSmart Readers 2000-2008

Houston Press 2008
HTexas Magazine Top Dentist 2008 & 2009

Preventive, Restorative, Cosmetic Dentistry
Zoom! Tooth Whitening and INVISALIGN Tooth Straightening

We still gladly help with your insurance!

1006 Missouri Street ¢ Houston, Texas 77006 ¢ Info@BruceSmithDDS.com



What a World

by Nancy Ford

S0 GAY

The sad—more or less—return of Ted Haggard

o say that these are strange days
we are living in is a vast under-
statement. Huge, molten objects
are falling from the sky in Austin.
And ne sooner

Batwoman is a lesbian

do I express my desire that Desperate
Housewives represent with some woman/
woman lovin', ABC suits announce that
leri Hatcher is about to get beso'd by
Swoosie Kurtz.

Strange days, indeed. But perhaps the
strangest occurrence of all: Ted Haggard
iz back. And I feel sorry for him.

Sort of.

You remember that grinning, former
leader of the 30,000-member evangelical
movement who boyishly zipped
through the hallowed hallways
of his mega church on a shiny
21 |\'|.-j' motor scooter.

That’s so gay

Reverend Ted enjoyed not
only worldly riches but also
unfettered access to the Bush
2 White House, making no bones (sorry)
about the influence he exerted over mat-
only of church but ¢ y state. He
lee in revealing: “The president said,

ard, you need to come to the
Crawford ranch and I'll show you what a
ride is like.”
it's 50 gay

There were many more hints about
Hay

wdar of those of us blessed with that ex-

rd that had for years set off the

E

traordinary gift. There was his warm, full
F

body embrace of young man after young
man who flocked to his church in Colorado
Springs with glazy-eyed adoration,

That's so g

And in an address to a stadium re-
served exclusively for men—presumably
Promise Keepers—Haggard enthusiasti-
cally once noted: “There’s loads of testos-
terone in 1_|1l,' rooIm J{HI] everyone seems to
love 1t."

S0 gay.

Named one of the 20 most influential
evangelicals in the United States by Time
magazine in 2005, Haggard fell and fell
hard in 2006 when he admitted to snort-
ing meth and cavorting with massage

therapist/hookerman, Mike Jones.

Qo

“I broke the rules. I shouldn’t have
done that,” Haggard now says in a new
documentary, explaining his propensity
for sexual hypocrisy like he was caught on
a techmeality.

Dancing around vocabulary. That’s so
gay.

Alexandra Pelosi’s The Trials of Ted
Haggard reveals a much different Hag-
gard today than the confident religious
eader we met in her Friends H,-"'(:cltf three
years ago. When not unemployed, Haggard
now skips from menial job to even more
menial job, like distributing advertising
flvers or selling life insurance door-to-door.
Every few months he moves himself, his

Haggard agrees when his

counselor calls him “a

heterosexual with complications.”

iily, and their dwindling possessions
from loaned homes to bleak apartments to
cheap hotels.

Ted is now a hageard Haggard, if you will
In Pelost’s new film we learn that, after
The Fall, Haggard agreed to counseling
called “spiritual restoration” in exchange
for a vear's severance pay; he was also
unceremoniously banished from New Life
church and Colorado state by church lead-
1§E BATNE
100 percent

ers. Eighteen months later, t
church leaders declared Tec
heterosexual,” a coneept in itself which is
S0 gay.

But Haggard denies ever having said
that, himself. Rather, he agrees when his
counselor calls him “a heterosexual with
complications.”

After his sordid story broke, Haggard
gaid in a letter read to his heartbroken
congregation that part of his life was “so
repulsive and so dark”™—a condition he
later blamed on the long-term effect of
“same-sex sex play” as a teen.

And then a priest molested him and
then he became an alcoholic and then
he began practicing his wide stance in
the Minneapolis St. Paul International
Airport.

Just kidding about that last para-
graph. That would be too gay.

In reality, he told CNN interviewer
Larry King, “I have some thoughts in my
life and some processes in my life that
just don't fit neatly into the boxes, which I
think is true for a lot of people.”

Yes, Ted, that is true for a lot of people.
We call those people gay people.

Trials closes with news that a second
man, Grant Haas, has recently publiely ac-
cused Haggard of “inappropriate action™—
more proof that when you scratch a eloseted
homo, you usually find more than just one
massage therapist under the surface

Haggard brushed off this lat
revelation, lu}]il'u_ﬂ, }{i]'j_:_f Ih;i[
church leaders knew about his
encounter with Haas two years

ago, because—get this—he was
“already out.”

Gay.

Haggard further told King
that he didn’t choose hig sexu-
ality, but admitted that denying it and
trying to smother it only made it worse.

Gay

And finally, though he also told King
1e 18 “100 percent satisfied” with his

anship with his wife, Gayle, Haj
imitted, 1 have thoughts from time
to time, but not :'nl.‘u[n-| mng f.]al“.l_-_:'fﬂr-."

That's not gay. That's just sad.

Former GLAAD chief, Joan Garry,
blogged last month about Haggard’s return
to the public eye with a more gkeptical eye:
“Please remember: he abused his power in
the evangelical church and was dismissed
Sounds about right to me. Please remember:
when he sympathetically talks about selling
life insurance now, remember he should feel
lucky he has a job. And please remember: his
antigay rhetoric has been fanning the flames
of prejudice and discrimination against gay
and lesbian people for years. His sermons
give permission—for name-calling and gay
jokes at the water cooler. Then it ramps up
Employment discrimination, violence. But
it all starts with the words of people in posi-
tions of power, often those with pulpits.”

Okay. I'm back, and appropriately
outraged and disgusted.

Strange days, indeed. B




by Brandan Wolf

MOVING BEYOND INJUSTIGE

Thoughts on choosing our battles in the era of Obama

t’s not an easy task to trump a president-
elect during pre-inaugural media feed-
ing frenzies. But when Barack Obama

announced the selection of Rev. Rick Warren
to dehiver the invocation at his inauguration,
the gay community temporarily stole the
global spotlight.

There have already been enough words

said about the Warren controversy; I don't

need to add fuel to the fire. But the incident
did provoke me to think deeply about the
relationship between President )bama and
the nation’s GLBT community

[ first read Obama's book, The Audacity

of Hope, in the spring of 2008. Obama noted

of the 1960s and '70s were in bringing all
kinds of disenfranchised groups to the polifi-
cal table. But he also noted that Ronald Rea-
gan probably won the 1980 election because
he characterized the rhetoric of these groups
as “the polities of victimization.”

Obama feels he understands the whole

issue of human rights well, prowing up with

an interracial heritage. He had to find his own

wle for rights and a

lity, Based on my un-

balance between a str

slide into victim ment:
yolitical philosophy

derstanding of Obama’s |
of inelusion, the Rick Warren choice seemed
logical to me. The outery from the GLBT com-
munity, however, convineed me that this sense
I?[‘l”_.:

Since Barack Obama 13 our leader for

wasn't shared by many other

the next four years, the GLBT community
must learn how to work with him. So I offer
my own thoughts for athers to reflect on, as
we collectively determine our community’s
relationship with the 44th president.

Victimization is, in essence, obsessive

s real. It is just

srieving, The gr

iLJZLl Nnecessary re

a normal, natural,
injustice and loss. Historically, the GLBT com

munity has been treated with disdain, violence,

and alienation. We've been the target of moral
ists and gay bashers, We've had our basic nghts

denied and our very existence threatened. To

For more information, email:
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Want to communicate online?

cOire

cyber outreach risk reduction education

Let the Project CORRE educators help you:
« Know what puts you at risk for HIV and STDs
« Reduce your risk of contracting STDs
« Develop a plan of action to stay sexually healthy
+ Refer you to Internet resources & websites

Diabetes
Asthma
Colds and flu
HIV/AIDS

A program of
(713) 830-3000

Community Health Center
215 Westheimer
Houston, Texas 77006

grieve over such hurts is to be human,

there iz only

However, as with all gr

one true resolution accept our loszes and

L OUr losses doesn't mean

to move en. Aceep
that we eondone the actions that caused
them. nor do we exonerate the people who
caused them, It simply means that we have,

programs emphasize

as all 12-step recover)

“the serenity to accept the things we cannot

ange the things we can

change, courage to
and wisdom to know the difference.”

We don't have to look beyond today's
headlines to see that resolving grief means
that past injustices must be put to rest. Is
rael and Palestine continue their seemingly
perpetual bloadbath that destroys countless
innoeent lives because neither side can resist
seeking atonement for past atrocities.

What I'm suggesting is not a simple

“turn the other cheek™ attitude. There are

very practical reasons to transcend past

tices and join in an effort to find com-

INJus

Low CosT HEALTH SERVICES

Testing & Treatment of Other Health Services
« High blood pressure
High cholesterol

* Annual physicals
Flu shots
Hepatitis vaccinations
Psychiatry
Nutrition counseling
Personal training
Eye exams

Most of our services are offered on a sliding fee scale.
We also accept Medicaid, Medicare and most health insurance plans.

Community Health Services

legacycommunityhealth.org

Eye Clinic & Wellness Center
3311 Richmond, Ste. 100
Houston, Texas 77098

(713) 830-3033

A post-mortem on what went wrong in

ith a switch of just two percent

of the votes, the leaders of the

“No on 8" campaign would today
be heroes. We'd be lauding their powerful
advertising campaign. We'd be celebrating
their coalition building. We'd wonder at their
unprecedented fundraising prowess. And
we'd still have gay marriage in California

But life is a vale of tears, so the conven
tional wisdom is that the leaders of No on 8
are clueless cowards who squandered a large
lead in a blue state in a bright blue vear.

Never mind that they were trying to
overcome deeply embedded views about
something Americans think is the founda-
tion of responsible family life.

Never mind that winning on Prop 8 would
have been a first for gay marriage at the polls
anywhere in America (except for a briefwin in
Arizonain 2006, reversed in 2008), including
in blue states like Oregon and Wisconsin

Never mind that the early public polls

suggesting a big defeat for Prop 8 were never

KNOW ON 8

reliable, and were criticized as such at the
time. There was no lead to be squandered.

Everybody now seems to know what went
wrong on Prop 8. But the truth is, !],Ubl)dl\" re-
ally knows how that extra two percent might
have been persuaded to vote “no.”

The main “problem” identified by many
critics is that the campaign left gay people
invisible. Anti-Prop 8 literature made no
mention of gays, instead complaining that
it was “unfair” and “*wrong” to diseriminate
against an unnamed group of people. The
television ads didn't portray gay families.

This deliberate omission deeply offends
a lot of people. The gay-rights command of

the past 40 years has been to come out. The

ric was recently summed up by veteran
lesbian activist Robin Tyler at a post-Prop
8 “Equality Summit” in Los Angeles, “When
you get to know us,” she said, “you don't want
to discriminate against us.” No on 8 was a
“know-nothing” campaign.

Campaign leaders have defended the

12°9 &

11 AM s

OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

California

know-nothing approach as the only way to
win. Political consultants, whom we're told
know better about such things than ordinary
mortals, advised them that frank images
of homosexuals would turn off persuadable
voters. An “openly gay” campaign would
not have won. It would have lost by an even
larger margin, they claim.

The political professionals may be right.
The error of the know-nothing critique is that
it treats a strategy for winning the culture war
(come put) as a tactic for winning a ballot battle.
Coming out is an interpersonal act that works
because the person already knows and likes you.
It's not something you tell 40 million strangers
expecting their immediate understanding and
support. Contrary to Tyler’s admenition, can
you really “know us” via 30-second ads aired
over a period of a few months?

But there are a couple of potential prob
lems with the adult, responsible, realistic
political-consultant perspective. First, to

-

Worship Services
Sundays, 9& 11 am
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm

Handicap Accessible

Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church
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lidren & Youth Program 11 am

Commumnity Health Services

Providing quality healthcare services
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m continued from page 20

monalities with our detractors, instead of
emphasizing our differences,

Real change doesn't occur overnight. It's
incremental. In the mid 1990s while I was
an employee at Chase Bank, I joined actively
in support of the newly established diversity
effort that the bank had initiated, and helped
found the firm's Pride Team. One of the inifial
realities we had to accept was this: people can
be forced to change their behavior, but not
their attitudes. For example, | knew that some
people would continue to make Brandon-bash-
ing comments, but now they would have to be
very careful just how publicly they made those
comments. If homophobic comments were re-
ported to the management, these people would
be punished because of the new corporate
diversity policies. Their attitudes remained
the same, but their windows of opportunity
had become much smaller and would continue
to shrink, as more and more people came to
believe in the value of respecting diversity.

After the Warren controversy broke, the
pastor called leshian rock singer Melissa
Etheridge and told her he was a fan. He ac-
cepted an invitation to meet her partner and
her children. Etheridge said she felt genu-
inely moved by their meeting. Many critics
were quick to label her as “naive.”

Perhaps it is her crities who may be naive,
Change can happen, but it has to be accepted
at a pace that is realistic. Progress for our
community has come at a pace of “two steps
forward, one step back.” Let’s try to focus
more on that incremental one step forward.

Our community has goals that are noble,
and it has complaints that are legitimate. But
if we don't choose our battles wisely, we will
waste political capital, and we may come to be
viewed by some as whiners. [fwe “cry wolf™ too
often, the day may come when no one listens.

President Obama is determined to lessen
the polarization in America. Inviting a man
of faith who is not a member of his political
base helped to do just that at the inaugu-
ration. And as fate would have it, Warren
delivered a totally unmemorable invocation.
When Aretha Franklin appeared with that
iiber-fabulous big-bow hat, Warren quickly
became forgotten history.

We can’t expect the president to ignore
those people who share views different from
his own—or from ours. What we can do is
to support his efforts to bring people in this
country face to face, with a new willingness
to walk in each other’s shoes. And when we
do, we all begin to discover that no matter
what shoes we wear, we all walk on the same
common ground.

Brandon Wolf founded the online group, Hous-
ton Activist Network (Han-Net), which is now
LoneStarActivists.

OutRi l]ht continued from page 21

know whether it's right we'd need to see the
actual data—the polling, the focus-group
analysis—that underlie this judgment. My
untutored sense is that focus groups and polls
are often applied too statically and mechani-
cally to real-life politics, which are dynamic
and contextualized. Focus groups might have
loved New Coke, but the public didn’.

Second, there's a paradox here. Almost
everyone agrees that victory in the gay-
marriage struggle ultimately requires the
deep cultural shift brought on by coming
out, by acquainting Americans with the real
problems faced by real gay families, and by
showing them how gay people are no threat
to their own churches, families, and values.

We aren't going to fool people into sup-
porting gay marriage. We can't just coldly
claim legal rights. We may persuade gay
activists that it's “wrong™ and “unfair” to
eliminate rights created five minutes ago
by four judges. But most people don’t believe
there's a right to something that’s not right.
And they need to know a lot more about gay
families over a long period to reach the con-
clusion that gay marriage is right.

How can that be done without talking about
actual gay people? And when will it be done on
a large scale except when we have the resources
and energy to do it, as we do in a ballot fight?
Winning in the end may depend on losing a few
preliminary rounds in a way that progressively
erodes the opposition. Instead, in every single
ballot fight in 30 states, we have squandered
the opportunity to educate voters for the future,
Losing smartly now means winning later; los-
ing ignorantly just means endless losing,

None of this is to say that the know-noth-
ing choice made by No on 8 leaders was wrong
in its context. My sense is that leaders of No
on 8 reasonably thought they were within
striking distance of winning and let their
analysis overcome their instinets. They placed
the safest bet available and narrowly lost.

Some people would say on principle that
we should always reject “closet” tactics,
regardless of the political consequences.
That's too hard and pure for my taste. If we
could have secured marriage in California
in 2008 by parading Dykes on Bikes before
the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, I would have
done that. If we could have won by replaying
Pat Robertson’s meteorological ruminations,
I would have done that, too.

But the hard truth is that in the long
run, and in other places, we'll need less “No”
and more “Know.”

Writing from the conservative side, Dale
Carpenter began his column for OutSmart in
1994, when he lived in Houston. Now residing
in Minneapolis, Carpenter 18 a University of
Minnesota Law School professor.
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InsideQut at City Hall

by Annise D. Parker

CLEAN SLATE

Our new president ushers in an era of hope, optimism, and diversity

he historic election of the country’s
first African-American president

may be the most important election
of the 215t century, signifying a new hope in
America and throughout the world.

Not since the 1932 election of Franklin
D. Roosevelt during the Depression have so
many Americans yearned for a fresh start.
The problems facing President Obama
stagger the imagination: two wars, a deep
recession, rising unemployment, home fore-
closures, and an overall fear among many
Americans.

Fortunately, imagination and new
energy appear to be abundant in Washing-
ton. Many Amerieans are hopeful that the
Obama administration will work across
party lines to stabilize our economy and re-
turn America to its place as a beacon of hope.
The American Dream has never looked more
like a rainbow as this symbol of American

diversity ushers in a new era.

President Obama set this new tonein an
inspiring but sobering inaugural address
that reached across the United States and
the world. He spoke candidly: “We are a na
tion of Christians and Muslims, Jews and
Hindus and nonbelievers. ... To the Muslim
world, we seek a new way forward, based on
mutual interest and mutual respect.” We
surely needed to hear those words of wisdem
these past eight years

His earlier speech at the Lincoln Memo-
rial described a nation of “every race and
region and station” and his “belief that if we
could just recognize ourselves in one another
and bring everyone together—Democrats,
Republicans, and Independents; Latino,
Asian, and Native American; black and
white, gay and straight, disabled, . . "

The world watched the new president
view the inaugural parade amid a review-
ing stand that was about one-third people
of color. The parade itself showed off an

even broader American rainbow, from
traditionally costumed Native Americans
to the Lesbian & Gay Band Association.
This president clearly wants to represent
all Amerieans and has already proven wise
enough to tap diverse talent to help run his
administration.

As many civil rights leaders—and even
economists—have noted, America’s diver-
gity signifies strength, not weakness. “For
we know that our patchwork heritage is
strength, not a weakness,” President Obama
said, “ . . and because we have tasted the
bitter swill of civil war and segregation, and
emerged from that dark chapter stronger and
more united, we cannot help but believe that
the old hatreds shall someday pass. ...

Gather a dozen diverse Americans in
a room to discuss controversial issues and

vou'll get a dozen different perspectives. We

all see the world from a slightly different
angle. The good news is that our president

Dr. David S. Genac
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

Voted Best [".\'}'L'hl‘_.il(‘);_ ISt

713.899.3769
1712 FAIRVIEW
www.davidgenac.com
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seems ready to lead a complex, diverse Amer-

ica a1 it regains its footing in the world.

With his economic transition team
already hard at work for weeks, President
Obama rose early his first full day. What
does he do? He calls four Mideast leaders to
take that first step toward permanent peace

in the world’s No. 1 hotspot, the epicenter of

Western-Muslim conflict. If the president
can leverage some of his world popularity to
help forge a real peace between Israel and
the Arab world, we will have won a critical
battle in the War on Terror. And we will have
done so peacefully, As the president said,

as the world grows smaller, our common
humanity shall reveal itself: America
must play it role in ushering in a new era
of peace.” But it will take all of us to turn
his message about the Audacity of Hope into
a national dream

[ am optimistic, indeed hopeful, that wi
can move closer to that dream as a unified
country and more peaceful world family. And
isn't it great to have children in the White

House again?
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by Kelly A. McCann

FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF ADVOCACY

What you can do to honor two heroes’ legacy

udge John Paul Barnich died of dia-
Jhelus-related causes on February 2,

2009, at the age of 63. With his death,
Houston lost a good friend and a dedicated
public servant.

Barnich was instrumental in the cre-
ation of the High School for Law Enforce-
ment and Criminal Justice, and he was the
first openly gay man to serve as a city court
judge. In addition, he made a lasting impact
on HIV/AIDS services in our community.

For starters, Barnich became a board
member at AIDS Foundation Houston
in 1984 in the early days of the organi-
zation’s existence. Later, as chairman
of the board, Barnich further helped
to shape AFH and created some of the
services it continues to provide today.
However, Barnich's impact extended well
beyond one AIDS service organization.

Barnich was a true activist, passion-
ate about his cause and willing to employ

health needs.

following services:
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Sparks Body Therapy sets itself apart by offering
customized and parsonalized attention to your

Sparks Body Therapy proudly offers the

MASSAGE THERAPY

PACIFIC COAST STONE
BIG SUR JADE STONE

FOOT AND HANDTREATMENTS
SCALP TREATMENTS

humorous, ereative, poignant, and even
outrageous tacties to convey his message.
Onee in the early days of the HIV epidemie,
Barnich dressed as Death to address city
council members about the needs of our
citizens who were living with AIDS! Barnich
was a role model for other activists, and he
will be greatly missed.

We lost another advocate and budding
crusader in late December 2008 when Glenn
(due to confidentiality issues, I have omitted
his last name) passed away of AIDS-related
pneumonia. Glenn, a former civil engineer,
had recently devoted himself full time to vol-
unteer service within the HIV community.

Glenn spent many hours per week volun-
teering at Center for AIDS, and he was slated
to serve on the R\-’a‘-\ n White Planning Council
in 2009. In addition, Glenn was working
tirelessly with Ruben Rosas (another local
advocate) to investigate and pursue prosecu-
tion of God Bless Charities, the bogus non-

profit organization that collects donations on
Houston streets. We will miss Glenn and his
commitment and enthusiasm.

The recent deaths of John Paul Barnich
and Glenn got me thinking about HIV/AIDS
advocacy in our community: What is being
done to nurture and prepare the next gen-
eration of AIDS activists in Houston?

There is a leadership training program
for HIV-positive individuals administered
by the Ryan White Planning Council and
facilitated by the Center for ATDS called
Project L.E.A.P. (Learning, Empowerment,
Advocacy, Participation). This comprehen-
sive, 17-week program informs participants
about the needs of Houston's HIV com-
munity and services available for persons
living with HIV, as well as funding issues,
community planning processes, and govern-
mental policy.

Through this program, 35 persons per
year gain the knowledge and skills needed

UNITY CLINIC

7700 MAIN STREET, SUITE 310

(SOUTH SIDE BUILDING)

832.533.1345

AFTER HOURS CARE

64

FORTHE HIV COMMUNITY
MON-FRI/5-9PM

SAT /9 AM -3 PM

WALK-INS WELCOME
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

WE ACCEPT:

MOST INSURANCES

MEDICARE
MEDICAID
SELF PAYMENTS

to shape HIV services and influence the
allocations process in the Greater Houston
area. Project L.E.A P. ensures that those
living with HIV have a significant voice in
determining the future of AIDS care and
funding.

HIV-infected persons interested in Project
L.E.AP. should contact the Center for ATDS
at T13/527-8219, or they may apply online by
going to centerforaids.orgfleapapp.pdf.

Since only a few people per year are
admitted to Project L.E A P, what can the
rest of us do to have an impact on HIV/AIDS
in our community? The good news is that
there are numerous ways one can serve as an
HIV advocate. There are many local AIDS
service organizations that need volunteers
to help with administrative tasks, client
service delivery, or special events. Inves-
tigate the volunteer opportunities offered
and see which ones fit with your personality,
interests, and schedule. Then make a phone
call and offer the gift of your time. It will be
invaluable,

People may also serve as HIV advocates
by getting educated and simply speak-
ing up about this disease. Inform those
in your life—family, friends, colleagues,
neighbors—about the ways in which HIV
is transmitted, how it can be prevented,
the numbers of people infected in our com-
munity, the plight of those living with the
disease, and the need for tolerance and an
end to stigma.

Be visible and voeal in your support of
those living with HIV and those working to
fight the disease. Attend rallies and events,
write your elected officials, and participate
in the planning process.

And of course, you can impact HIV care
and services in our community by donating
to a community-based organization. We have
dozens of them in Harris County that pro-
vide HIV-related services. You can specify
the particular program or service you wish
to support with your donation or you can al-
low the provider to use the funds in the way
that would most assist the organization.

One very easy way you can become an
HIV advocate is by participating in the
20th AIDS Walk Houston. Go to AIDSWalk
Houston.org and register as an individual,
join an existing team, or create your own
team. Then raige money and walk the Walk
on Sunday, March 15. By doing so, you will
be making a public statement about your
support of those living with HIV and your
concern about this important health issue
facing our community.

Kelly A. McCann is the chief executive officer
of AIDS Foundation Houston. To learn more
about HIV, AIDS Walk Houston, or volunteer
opportunities, contact AFH at 713/623-6796
or AIDSHelp.org.

Houston’s Ryan White Planning Council

invites you to attend a meeting of the
AFFECTED COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

The Affected Community Committee meets at different locations each month
so that consumers can sit in on a meeting, ask questions and have a voice in
allocating approximately $24 million dollars for HIV/AIDS services in the Greater
Houston area.

Please call for the location of meetings on the following dates:

July 15, 2009
August 19, 2009
September 16, 2009
October 14, 2009
November 18, 2009
December - No meeting

January - No meeting
February 18, 2009
March 18, 2009
April 15, 2009
May 20, 2009
June 17, 2009

You are also welcome to attend Council and other committee meetings,
receive @ monthly meeting packet and calendar of events, and apply for
membership.

The calendar of all Council and Committee meetings and a wealth of other
information is available on our website: www.rwpc.org. Check the calendar
regularly for topics of specific interest to you.

We hope to see you soon/

Ryan White Planning Council
2223 West Loop South, Suite 240, Houston, TX 77027

Ph: 713-572-3724 & TTY:713-572-2813 & Fax: 713-572-3740 £ www.rwpc.org
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Steven Kirkland is Harris County’s

first and only out-and

proud elected jurist

by Brandon Wolf e Photo by Pam Francis

awyers find answers for clients,
Judges find answers for soci-
ely,” says newly elected Judge
Steven Kirkland. A ballot
victory last November has now
put Kirkland in a position te find those
answers for society. He also holds the dis-
tinetion of being the first and only out-and-
proud elected jurist in Harris County.

“I want to be a judge because I've
always believed in justice,” Kirkland told
OutSmart in a recent interview. “All my
life I've stood up for what is right. I've told
people what is wrong, and I've tried to
change it."

The 48-year-old Kirkland is a man of
transparency who talks with equal ease
about his male partner of 22 years, his
recovery from aleoholism, and his passion
for the judicial process. He comfortably
blends a wry sense of humor with a deep
understanding of law.

The son of a truck driver, Kirkland
was born and reared in Abilene, Texas, “]
got out as fast as [ could,” he remembers
“l came to Houston and enrolled at Rice
University. I picked a major, completed my
coursework, and graduated with a bach
elor of arts degree. I was guite involved in
politics at Rice, but I was also an active
aleoholic. T didn’t have a grip on my sexual-
ity or my addiction.”

Participation in a twelve-step recovery
program helped Kirkland get control of his
aleoholism. “I have a genetic Ea,r'n-uli.c|}=|--'|‘; 100
to addiction,” he says. “There is lots of it on
both sides of the family. All of my brothers
are addicts of some sort and are at various
points of recovery

“I had to get my triggers under con
trol,” he reflects, “Being gay was a
for the disease. I had to get a _:fri|3 On 1y
sexuality before I could get a grip on my
alcoholism. At age 23 | came out to my
aunt and then to my parents. It was one
of those late-night sobbing things at the
kitehen table.”

Kirkland sobered up, started law
school, and went to work as a paral
the now-defunct Texaco Corporation. He
attended night schoel at the University of
Houston’s Law Center and graduated with
cum laude honors. Following graduation,
Texaco promoted him to environmental
litigator. He held that position for eight
vears, until a merger made his position
redundant

For the next few vears, he worked as a
plaintiff’s attorney for Harris County resi-
dents filing air pollution lawsuits. “This
18 not a good jurisdiction for plaintiffs.” he
notes. “We weren't able to be as succe
ful as citizens needed us to be. But we got
what we got at the time.”

Kirkland actively entered local politics
when his friend, Annise Parker, asked him
to manage her city council campaigns in
1991 and 1995, “Neither campaign was

successtul,” he states, “*but we laid the
groundwork for her 1997 vietory.” Parker
has sinee served three terms as a Houston
City Council member and three terms as
City Controller. She is currently a candi-
date in the Houston mayoral contest.
Kirkland's [.uilil to tE]L'.I'.lLIIL'J:II'.\' was
paved in 2001, when his name was submit
ted to Mayor Lee Brown for conzideration
as a municipal judge. He was appointed to
a part-time position, and later appointed
as a full-time judge, then re-appointed by

Mayor Bill White.

Campaigning for Elected Office
In late 2007, Kirkland announced his can-
lidacy for the 215th District Civil Court.
He won the Democratic primary
opponent Fred Cook in the :
He then faced the challenge of running
ainst 10-yvear incumhbent Levi Benton,
an African-American Republican
No one ever asked about his sexual
orientation during candidate forums,
Kirkland says, “but there was probably a

whisper campaign. [ heard one report that

cent of the vote. As an openly gay candi-
date for judge, Kirkland also made history
for the Houston GLBT community that
night.

On January 1, 2009, Kirkland took the
oath of office with his fellow judges-elect
during a brief, quiet ceréemony at the South
Texas College of Law. On January 15,
2009, his investiture ceremony, the judicial
equivalent of an inauguration, was held
in the ceremonial courtroom of the Civil
Courthouse.

Addressing those who gathered to
celebrate, Kirkland declared, “*We don't
make these journeys alone, and I would
like to acknowledge a number of folks who
have helped and supported me along the
way. First is my life-partner, Mark. Mark
15 both my anchor and barometer, lifting
me up and keeping me humble at the same
time. He'’s put up with many strange side
trips in our journey together and many
impositions, including attending and par-
ticipating in this event on this, our 22nd

anniversary.”

Houston’s Openly Gay Civil Court Judge
As a Texas District Civil Court Judge,
Kirkland works with property-dam:

1ssues, personal-injury claims, hreach-of-

| don't judge people;
| judge their actions and behavior.

1 comment was made at a

of the Greater Houston I"I\'il_‘\.

about ‘a guy who is running for office
never been married.”

Kirkland neither shied away from nor
made a point of his sexual orientation
during the campaign. “When [ walk into

gay fundraiser and kiss men hello, |
don’t iL'il”:‘\' have to talk about it,” he says
“However I did mention being gay when
[ was emphasizing the diversity of the
Demoeratic ticket.”

Besides his personal qualifications for
the job, Kirkland points out other fac
tors that ||"l!al:'| elect him last November
“(reorge Bush's unpopularity and Barack
Obama's popularity were important,” he
says. “The Republican brand was t
nished both nationally and locally. And
many voter: detected a sense of entitle-

ment on the part of some local |\'|-|:t||'r|||':||'|

Judges.”

On the eve ¢ of November 4, 2008,

Kirkland led his opponent with 51.3 per

ontract disputes, and other individual
1vil matters. He also |'|I"'.-uh'--1|\'| r envi-
ronmental |:1!-_--!;:|u| T suits between
corporations. Kirkland feels that a judge
needs to listen, to have a breadth of knowl-
edge of the law, to be decisive, to be com-
passionate, and to be humble For young
people interested in a judicial career, he
advises that they go to school, study hard
be connected, learn how to relate to people,

exhibif interest in the judiciary, and work

Asked how he likes being a judge, Kirk
land responds, “It's fun! I get to hear lots
of stories and see o world through the
different perspectives of many others.

“It's a great intellectual challenge. That
challenge is very stimulating, and when |

meet 1t, it's very rewarding.”

The importance of Law
“The justice system serves public safety,”
Kirkland says. “Our society has a place

niinued from page 32
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Out on the Bench

Municipal Judge Barbara Hartle
is the only out lesbian member of the Texas judiciary

by Brandon Wolf
Photo by Brandon Walf

'm still overwhelmed when I first enter

a courtroom, and everyone rises.” says

Houston Munieipal Court Judge Bar-
bara Hartle. The only out lesbian member
of the Texas judiciary, 50-year-old Hartle
has been sitting on the bench since her ap-
pointment in 2006. She moved to Houston
in 2002 from Austin.

At the time of her appointment, she
says, no one in the GLBT community
knew of her presence in Houston. She had
been busy with a new job and settling in.
“I didn’t have time to get involved with
the GLBT eommunity here like T had in
Austin.” When Presiding Judge Berta
Mejia introduced Hartle at her swearing-
in ceremony, Mejia acknowledged Hartle's
partner, Vallarie Fisher. “No one in that
audience was more surprised than fellow
judge Steve Kirkland,” she says. “So were
City Controller Annize Parker and City
Council member Sue Lovell. Annise and
her partner, Kathy Hubbard, quickly orga-
nized a welcoming party at their home, so
that I could meet local GLBT leaders.”

From Military Brat to Attorney

“T was born on the grounds of the Annapo-
lis Naval Base," Hartle says. "I was one

of six children.” She graduated from high
school in Ohio and then moved to Austin to
attend the University of Texas.

“I earned a degree in social work, but
Ronald Reagan had recently been elected,
and there were no longer jobs in social
work,” she recalls. “So I went to work as
a corrections officer, and my first captain
was Margo Fraiser, who went on to become
the sheriff of Travis County. The majority
of female corrections officers were lesbian,
so I never felt closeted.”

After being promoted to sergeant, Har-
tle decided to earn a peace officer certifica-
tion. She worked at the eity jail in Austin,
where she was responsible for transporting
prisoners to and from the jail. “I was a
uniformed deputy sheriff. I handled the pa-
perwork required and worked with people
posting bond. Those were interesting
times, but 1 tired of shift work—the 11-to-7

shift was particularly hard—szo I became
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Judging Barbara. Honesty, faimess, and integrity are the standards Municipal Judge Barbara Hartle
requires not only of herself, but also the attorneys in her courtroom.

an adult probation officer.”

In 1996, in her mid 30s, Hartle made
the decision to move to San Antonio and
attend law school. “My parents had a home
there and I lived with them. I finished law
school and found a job as a prosecutor for
the Austin Municipal Court.”

Austin was close enough that she
could keep watch over her elderly parents.
But after her mother’s death, her father
re-married. “I no longer had a reason to
stay in Austin,” she says. “My partner's
daughter, who lived in Houston, now had
two children. We wanted to watch them
grow up, so we sald our home, packed
the ear, and moved here along with my
partner’s father. We sort of looked like the
Beverly Hillbillies,” she says, laughing at
the memory.

Municipal Court Appointment

“] first found a job in Huntsville, but after
five months of commuting, I knew that
wasn't going to work,” Hartle says. She

then took a position with the State of Texas
working in elder law. “I work with the elder
population and their specific legal needs.
This has become a very popular field
because of all the aging Baby Boomers.”

When Mayor Bill White was looking
for part-time municipal judges in 2006, he
sent letters to members of the Association
of Women Attorneys in this area.

“I was a member of that group,” Hartle
savs, “so I applied and was selected for
a part-time appointment.” She was first
appointed in March 2006, and then re-ap-
pointed in December 2008,

Municipal judges sit for misdemeanor
cases, situations where citizens are fined
but are not sentenced to jail—traffic viola-
tions, public intexication, dog barking.
There are currently about 22 full-time and
40 part-time municipal judges who report
to Presiding Judge Berta Mejia. “I work
two nights a week, from 5 pm. to 11 p.m.”
Hartle explains, “I sometimes take cases
in the courtroom at the jail, but usually I

am in the downtewn location. T have a very
active walk-in court, mostly for people who
have missed their court dates and are the
subjects of outstanding warrants. . . . Most
people will deal with a municipal court
because of traffic cases,” she notes.

How can citizens stay out of traffic
court? Hartle smiles and advises, “Slow
down. Most traffic violations are for speed-
ing. Usually drivers deny it and most often
say they were just going with the flow of the
traffic. But we are all human, and seoner or
later we all get popped. T was once ticketed
for speeding, as [
was coming down a
hill,” she chuckles.
“I denied it, but
the officer wouldn’t
listen!”

She stresses the
importance of keeping auto insurance cur-
rent. “The State of Texas imposes a large

"

surcharge if you let it lapse,” she warns,
The Integrity of the Legal System
Hartle says that a good judge must have
knowledge of the law and be able to show
fairness to both sides in a case. “And they
must have integrity,” she adds.

“There are so many bad jokes about
lawyers,” she says wistfully. “Some lawyers
don’t tell the truth, and they can taint the
whole field. But most people who represent
clients in municipal court care about their
clients. They aren’t making big bucks.
They do what they do to help people who
don’t have much money and could lose their
driver’s licenses.”

Hartle says that she sometimes catches
attorneys making dishonest statements. “I
get angry with them. I let them know that
they are bringing down the whole field. It’s
like 10 steps backwards, and the rest of us
have to show that this is not representative
of the whole legal system. But lack of
integrity isn't widespread. If it was,
the system would already have stopped
working.”

For people who feel eynicism about the
Jjudieial process, Hartle says the remedy
is the same as that for GLBTs who aren’t
respected. “You should get to know people
in the legal field and see that they are
genuine, honest, and hardworking people.”

Hartle likes being a judge because she
likes working with people, she says. “It's
the interaction. I learn from other people
every day. And at the end of the evening,
people often thank me for ensuring that
they get their share of justice.”

Grandchildren Ride in Pride Parade
Hartle and partner Vallarie Fisher met at
church in Austin in 1993, and they have

been in a relationship for 14 yvears. Hartle
has no children, but 68-year-old Fisher has
two. Though Fisher's daughter, Tara, is
also a lesbian, it was not something Fisher
knew or even guessed, until Tara chose to
come out. Sadly, Fisher’s other child, a son,
has turned his back on both his sister and
his mother.

Tara and her partner, Kim, have a son
and a daughter, Dylan and Kyra, both
from artificial insemination, using the
same anonymous sperm donor. Hartle says
that the children are popular and active.

“We go to a lot of athletic games and other
activities to watch them participate. They
are comfortable at school; several other
children also have same-sex parents.

“The children know that they have
two mommies and three grandmas,” says
Hartle. *I'm Grandma Barb—GB for short.”
Although Hartle grew up Catholic, her
Houston family attends Unity Church. “It’s
warm, accepting, and positive,” she says,
“When children are surrounded by lots of
love in the home, the gender of the people
giving it isn't important.”

Local gay attorney John Nechman is pleased
the addition of Hartle to the municipa
ppointment of Judge Bar

court *
bara Ha
another wi

ston's Municipal Court
ep in the incre:

community. We have faith that judges like |
Hartle will rule according to the law and nc
their personal beliefs, but we also are i
to know that more and more judicial benches
n Houston are occupied by immensely quali
fied people who have lived through GLBT/HIv
related discimination. Now the once seemingly
able ‘pink ceiling' every day becom
more a cruel memory than ever,

Longtime CLBET

t and attorney Phyllis
Randolph Frye adds, "It is another step forward
to have Barbara Hartle on the COH Municipa
Bench. She and athers before her—John Paul
Barnich and Steven Kirkland—are role models for
bemg open and out, for being both competent
and proud. Knowing that we have such GLET
folks serving openly as municipal judges dem:-
onstrate to both GLBT and non-GLBT supporters
that we are desening of future appointments and
other elective offices”

Hartle's and Fisher’s grandchildren
enjoy coming to her courtroom and
watching her preside as judge, she says.
“They also love to ride in a convertible in
the annual Houston Pride Parade. In 20086,
2007, and 2008, I've marched with fellow
out-and-proud judges Steve Kirkland and
the late John Paul Barnich. . . , I'm blessed
that my family—brothers and sisters
and nephews and nieces—are all very
accepting,” says Hartle. “Even my father,
who at first struggled, is now accepting.”

Hartle feels that it is important for gays
to be out, to be true to
themselves and not to
hide. “Being gay has
no impact on my being
wise and fair on the
bench,” she says. “And

like many attorneys, if

I'am filling out a form and it isn't compre-
hensive, 1 add in an extra line and make it
so—under marital status, I usually add the
classification ‘partnered.”

How the Judicial System Impacts GLBTs
The Supreme Court’s 6-3 decision in Lat-
rence v. Texas, the famous Houston sodomy
case in 2003, surprised her, Hartle says.
“But it was about time. How much more
would it have taken?”

Reflecting on California’s Proposition
8, she says, "The law as it is written does
not say ‘except gay and lesbian people.’ We
all have the right to pursue happiness, but
that doesn't seem to be happening for us in
this country. More and more, brave gay and
lesbian people will challenge this in the na-
tion's courtrooms, and landmark cases will
change peaple’s attitudes. I am especially
interested in Melissa Etheridge’s challenge
that she will not pay state taxes in Califor-
nia because she cannot fully partake of the
state’s privileges.”

About the United States Supreme
Court, Hartle says, “It's not very represen-
tative. Let's hope certain members decide to
retire.” Asked if there are viable gay jurists
who would make good nominees, she pauses
for a few moments and then says brightly,
“Steve Kirkland! Let’s call Barack,”

As for herself, Hartle says, “The
Supreme Court jurists are really a bit dis-
tant—they work mostly with the lawyers,
not the people being represented. [ prefer
to work with people.” But would she accept
the call if nominated? “Oh, sure,” she says,
Then a big smile ¢rosses her face as she
adds, “I've never hired a nanny, and I've
always paid all my taxes, too!” R

Brandon Wolf is a frequent contributor to
OutSmart magazine. Wolf also profiled Judge
Steven Kirkland for this issue
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The Verdict Is Favorable

continwed from page 29

and a process to work out disputes, rather
than fighting in the streets. [ don’t judge
people; 1 judge their actions and behav-
ior. In my drinking days 1 vielated the
law and I was punished. We all make
mistakes, but we can be bigger than our
mistakes and get beyond them.”

Kirkland says that there is good reason
to respect the judicial system. “One must
understand that justice is a process. A lot
of people are involved that bring the whole
process together. It can take several years
of work for some decisions. Even if one
can't appreciate a particular deeision, they
can appreciate the process.

“Broad-stroke criticisms usually don’t
take into account the context of a deci-
sion,” Kirkland warns. “Don’t listen to
Rush Limbaugh—or to a liberal equiva-
lent. Evaluate what is really happening.
Don't just have a knee-jerk reaction.”

Kirkland dismisses the characteriza-
tion of “activist judges” as partisan criti-
cism. “A judge is only an activist if the ox
being gored is one's own,” he says dryly.

Local gay attormney Mitchell Katine reflects
on his f ticir

an attomey who

g civil law. “As
iced in the Harris

+ Courts for over 20 years,

1 years Jid

County Cwil Di

citizens of Harms County

abie to focus on the ments

d

ate, such as
who the
s or her
= an excellent

0 happens

and abilities of a judicia

Judge Steven Kirklar

JUd

candic

County’s

many GLBT ;
: for many years to come: GLBT

» Up in the courtroom, but

with more and more GLET individuals coming
out, it is more likely that the sexual identity of
the parties will play a role in some litigation,
Kirkland will be very equipped to
1 with understanding, sensitivity,

and
handle t

and good judgment”

To Kill a Mockingbird is the only court-
room movie that Kirkland has ever seen.
“The dramatics in courtroom movies are
only for entertainment—a real courtroom
is not that exciting,” he says. “Then again,

sometimes 1U's more exeiting!™

Kirkland is not a fan of TV court
coverage. “Television in a courtroom is a
bad idea,” he says. “It affects how people
behave. It impacts justice.”

He is a fan of the jury system and has
great faith in it. “There may be people an
juries who don't listen to what the judge
tells them to do,” he says, “but there is
always someone on a jury who does, and
they police the process.”

Supreme Court Justices Frankfurter,
Cardoza, and Marshall are three famous
jurists he admires. “I also admire the men
who decided the Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion suit,” he adds. “There are many great
people who have been a part of judicial
history.”

Gay Rights and the Law

“Gays need to be in every walk of life,”
Kirkland asserts. “It’s important to be who
we are wherever we are, then other people
can learn to relate to us. Some people
connect with me because I'm gay, others
connect with me because I'm a recovered
aleoholic, Or perhaps it's just that I'm a
Democrat. I put it all out there for peaple
to decide.

“Being gay doesn’t have to hold a
person back,” Kirkland says, “but it used
to hold people back.” He remembers two
distinet incidents from his campaign.
“One young lawyer told me he wanted to
run for a judgeship someday but was con-
cerned because he was gay. Another man
asked to be removed from my petition for
candidacy when he found out [ was gay.
[n both cases, people took the gay issue
and limited lives. Until we get lots of gay
people who are out in the open, this will
continue.”

Kirkland looks at the United States
Supreme Court and doesn't see diversity,
“We will change it,” he says with opti-
mism, “but not overnight.” Will a future
Supreme Court nominee he gay? Kirkland
says there are good gay candidates that
might be considered. “I know of a federal

Jjudge in Florida and a Supreme Court
judge in Oregon,” he notes.

Would he answer a call to serve on the
Court, if President Obama phoned and
asked? “I'm available!” he says with a
broad smile. B

Brandon Wolf is a frequent contributor to
OutSmart magazine. Wolf also profiled -Judge
Barbara Hartle for this issue
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In the Beginning

Judge John Paul Barnich

September 25, 1945-February 2, 2009

omeone had to be first. In the case of openly gay judges in
Houston, the first was John Paul Barnich.

Barnich was initially appoeinted to the Municipal Judge’s
bench in 1999 by Mayor Lee Brown, and, thanks to continual
re-appointments by Mayor Bill White, served 10 subsequent years
as such.

He began his professional career as a schoolteacher for the
Houston Independent School Distriet. However, he wanted to do
more. Earning his law degree from South Texas College of Law in
1980, Barnich began his private attorney’s practice in 1981.

As his practice grew, so did his résumé. A lecturer for Thur-
good Marshall School of Law, Texas Southern University, Texas
Human Rights Foundation Legal Seminars, and the Houston Bar
Association, Barnich was a founding member of the Bar Associa-
tion for Human Rights and a volunteer lawyer with the Houston
Volunteer Lawyers. One of his cases was joined by the U.S. Justice
Department, and led to the inclusion of AIDS under the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

But Barnich is perhaps best remembered as a pioneer in
Houston’s GLBT community, eriginally inspired by a sign he saw
on the wall at Mother Theresa’s clinic in Calcutta that read, “God
is Love in Action.”

The affable Barnich also lived by the sentiment of another
gign: the one on his office door read, “Be Nice or Leave."
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Barnich's countless volunteer hours on behalf of the GLBT
and HIV/AIDS community would entail handling untold numbers
of pro bono cases. Additionally, he helped form AIDS Founda-
tion Houston, serving on its board for several terms. The Greater
Houston HIV Alliance, AIDS Equity League, Houston GLBT Politi-
cal Caucus, the Harris County Democrats, Texas Human Rights
Foundation, and the Annual Conference on AIDS in America also
benefited and recognized his leadership and humanity.

One of his proudest legal moments came when, as lead council,
he won the case in a suit against a well-known dental franchise
for refusing to treat PWAs, forcing ehanges in the way dentists
treated the HIV/AIDS population.

In 1999, he made it look easy as he took the bench beside other
minorities of African-American, Hispanic, and Vietnamese judges,
saying he felt included in a bigger sense of history, looking toward
a future in which a gay man, such as himself, would not be consid-
ered a minority but simply as part of the bigger picture of what he
called “this great city of Houston.”

John Paul Barnich, 63, died last month at Methodist Hospi-
tal of complications due to diabetes, Because he walked in them,
Houston's judicial halls have been forever changed for the better.

—Nancy Ford

(Jennifer Rantz contribuled to this story.)
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WALK ON
20 Years Later

Now more than ever, AIDS Walk Houston
Is vital to area charities

Walk VIPs: Houston Mayor
Bill White (I-r), Miss Texas e

USA Crystle Stewart (who £
went on to win the title of
Miss USA 2008), and AIDS
Foundation Houston chief
executive officer, Kelly
McCann, at the 2008 AIDS
Walk Houston. A record
number of participants (r) |
helped elevate the annual |
walk's proceeds to more
than $1 million. [

n 1990, Texas Ranger Nolan Ryan logged his 300th major league baseball win. Now-Congresswoman
Sheila Jackson Lee was beginning her first term on Houston’s city council. And nearly 8,000 cases of
HIV, primarily infecting gay men, had been diagnosed in Texas. -

Funds to support those ailing Texans were scarce. Texas state senator Carl Parker, a democrat from Port
Arthur, had recently denounced state funding for AIDS programs, calling it “pouri ng money down a rat hole.”

By necessity, Houstonians were taking more personal responsibility in fighting the spreading, deadly
disease that had insidiously introduced itself to the gay community a mere nine years earlier. '
“The very first year, 1990, when our AIDS walk was called ‘From All Walks of Life” there were probably —
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mm cantitkbom it a true grass-roots, community-wide effort,
Working, Walking Together and we are deeply indebted to the people
200 people—if that—who showed up of Houston.”
108 Walk Houston 2008, this year pre- downtown to raise awareness and funds MeCann hopes for a warm, sunny day -GAYPARISEGAYLONDON: GAYTOKYO: GAYBUENDSAIRES - GAYROME - GAYMADRIDGAYBANGH YCANCL
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each year. Though the walk is produced each utive officer of AIDS Foundation Houston,  Sam Houston Park the morning of the \rammacmrmgmmcpﬁm , OL{,"'mEm‘%Bl UEU&;ESL&E:I\%VSEEEVEE-&WHNAMYRIME ANEIROSGCA
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organizations. > 20 y, "M{” ing how far the walk has come walk from occurring. E:E‘Pgimaﬂgn e : VIVGEGAYBARCELONAGGAYSTOCKHOLMEGAYBUDAPEST: GAYSY
“This is one of the things | since its inception. “One year, Mexico was burning the =CAYROMELGA) b Y%TEEEEE;&?JE&EE&#XPWWHMWG CAVAC R e
love most about our partnerships “It's such an amazing thing sugar cane fields and all that smoke M_'CUPENHAGEN GAYTELA! RG A BUDAPESTHAYSWHEVGGAMENML&W %;%3
g ; NGGAYMEXICOCITY:GAYHOI >
with partner agencies,” McCann to think that most of those few drifted up to Houston,” she recalls. “The GAYAMSTERDAM:GAYPRAGUESGE B ) APET Wﬂwym%mwv M%ﬂ%wu“
says. "The partner agencies raise 200 people who showed up were air quality was so poor it was unhealthy, ﬂ#{éﬂﬂ&ﬁ”&ﬂuﬂﬁagﬂﬁg v+, AVROME: GAYMADRIr ‘MHRDEEAVBERUH *GAYMEXICOCITY=GAYHONGKONG: ﬂW}Rl’g‘ﬁ
money for their own organizations, people living with HIV who were and we had to move the walk indoors. YATHENS: GAYCAPETOWN: GAYA 60 ‘ LAVIVEGM’EAF%%H Eﬁl&r‘;ﬁ%E:ﬁ%{ﬂ&:&%}iﬁ%ﬁTﬁﬁ%ﬁ%EE\':"A
using AIDS Walk as their vehicle. WALK still healthy enough to walk.” Thousands of people just walked around ﬂgvglfmu[‘:;\f ODE &NEIR& YHONEKONGEE.M"PAHIS GAYLONDON:GAYTOKYO: GAYRUENOSAIRESS GAYRD
Each of the partner agencies Though HIV and AIDS had and around inside the George R. Brown! NHAGEN: GAYTELAVIV: EnVBAREELONﬂEr_. ANSTOCKES um;ﬂgﬁgg&ﬁﬁgﬁmvm&vfmG‘WMWmﬂmﬁ
keep 75 percent of what they HOUSTON  peen areality in Houston since “But, you see again, neither rain nor gﬁ?gm awgggﬁg"gn%mfm-" Gi“ENMGAWDK\'D GAYBUENOQSAIRES - GAYROME" GWYMI%IG@WN GAYAM
raise, with 25 percent going to 7990 - 2009 the early 1980s, it remained a sleet nor smog nor dark of night will keep CKHOLM&GAYBUDAPEST: GAYSYDNEYE&GAYVIENNASGAYRIOD %EanmSﬂvEﬂﬁﬁﬁf&%}yﬁnﬁ%ﬁ’“ﬂ*’gfﬁkﬁgﬁ&ﬂg}g
AFH to cover administrative cost. stigmatizing illness a decade people from coming out, and that is a Eﬂm%mﬂ\f#m?%AKmmm EA#?LAVIV mmﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬂ VT OCKeTOr 11 ACAYPRAGUE S GAYLURICHE GAVATHEN
“We don't require that our partner agen- later, even to the extent that close friends great thing for us and for the HIV commu- NNAZGAYRIODEJANEIRO GAYBERLING GAYMEXICOCITY' GAYHONGKONG umrpnmlgncﬁ#fgﬁggﬁHnnkﬁuﬁgﬂgag&gogﬂggEﬂnﬁvﬁ
cies be solely AIDS service organizations, but and supporters were sometimes hesitant nity,” McCann reasons. “It shows that, yes,
they must have programs that serve those to be spotted at an event as visible as a people still care about this issue, they still You heart the world i Drbitz hearts vou
living with the disease, or they have some sort public walk. support people living with HIV, and they S 4 X . : .
of prevention program,” McCann continues. “We made virtually no money,” Me- know that it's still a serious health crisis Save 52[“] on international tHPS with pmmotlon code GAYPASSPORT ‘
“SNAP, for enmnple. has a wanderful AIDS pro- Cann say. “Of course, we've been \-‘Efr}' in our c:unmu.ni_t.y." ” Visit GayOrbitz.com .
gram. They provide either free or reduced cost proud to be able to grow the event and McCann estimates as much as $6 Bockaquaifyng ntemstional i i - iR 1. . |
vacecinations, neutering, and other pet care to grow the impact. million has been raised over the years between & ey Ly : s ] e .':'P”“."‘f':”ll'u ;’""f,'gf’ 'Mi.r:1‘;'[;?.:21,-.':;-:::n pro I times rﬂs
the animal eompanions of people whao are living “And we are still so honored to be doing by AIDS Walk Houston, distributed to promation code. Limit ount per hotel room and ane promotion code per booking. See wiiw Ea-(._! N
with HIV and AIDS." this work, 20 walks later,” she continues. AFH and partner agenecies to help fund a
“But we certainly realize and are humbled diverse array of programming; for the first
2008 Partner Agencies by the fact that we don't do it alone. Thisis  time since its inception, last year’s walk —
= Baylor International Pediatric AIDS Initiative e SRR AR ! .
B32/822-1038 + bayloraids.org N 5 S
= Bering Omega Community Services A Fitting T”t?Ute to fm':::;?a:: ::VMEJ"ID_ 3 23].667-3643
713/529-6071 = beringomega.org Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee inchoding M.:_w':c:;;;a::’;md il w“mmm
- d of Life, Inc. .

TI850.050 st ecussaa s (U zPharmacy M Bodydit.com
| = Brentwood Community Foundation Suesf?]:ngo:esswnrzgn Sheila Jﬂck::f;n Hnalm a PI'IWBI'I nﬂllI THIIIS'BI'IIIHHGII Pmmm
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713/527-8219 = centerforaids.or i ! medica
! « Family Fight Against HIV/AIDS, I{i_ mu?l A]IDS Walk Houston. Through in good hands at South Sidcl’lmrmcy. nne‘ ac G“ammﬂe

Hatkandsids cam legislation, Congl‘eﬁswcmar_z Jackson

Lee has helped bring $48 billion to
; ?:J;:;;T] 13;‘:25;: S- (;:“h Loy ik three million people, many of whom =
. ek .uus on .uyersa lll..[.DIIl. are fighting HIV and AIDS in the
= Houston Volunteer Lawyers Program, Inc Bayou City o3
: ::ii?iaa:la:uu::vm'urg “AIDS Foundation Houston has !
been a major champion of fighting the

113/526-5071 = thelazarushouse.org
= Legacy Community Health Services
713/830-3000 = legacycommunityhealth.org
= Planned Parentheod of Houston and
Southeast Texas, Inc.
113/522-6363 = pphouston.org
= Resurrection MCC
713/861-9149 = resurrectionmee.org
= Spay-Neuter Assistance Program, Inc. (SNAP)
713/862-3863 = snapus.org
= Texas Children’s Hospital - Department of
Allergy & Immunology
B32/824-1319 = bem.edu/pediatrics

devastation of HIV/AIDS, not only in

the Houston community but world-

wide,” says Congresswoman Jackson

Lee, who represents Texas' 18th

congressional district in the United
States House of Representatives. “I am proud to serve as grand marshal for |
an organization that uses its resources to pointedly help individuals who

| are dealing with HIV/AIDS as well as to encourage and create programs to

| educate and to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS. AIDS Walk Houston, being

| one of the largest walks in the country, has proven the durability of the
foundation to never give up on the war against HIV/AIDS. Together with _ (713) 660-8890
AIDS Foundation Houston’s leadership, we will achieve victory in saving FREE DELIVERY .
the many lives impacted by this disease.” 7700 Main Sireet, Houston, TX 77030
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Hot Coffee, Grande Hearts

efore losing his battle with AIDS in 2004,
Patrick Chees was a regular at the Mon-
trose-hased Starbucks coffee shop. District
manager Angela Lara and staff missed Chees’
smile and ability to enhance people’s lives—so
much that, in 2005, they began hosting an
annual silent auction in his honor, donating all
proceeds to AlDS Foundation
Houston.
“As Patrick grew weaker
near the end of his short but
waonderfully full life, his trips to
Starbucks were less frequent,”
Chees' family shares. “He
would be pleased that he is still
remembered by the crew and
customers of this store.”

In addition to various pieces of art which is
available for viewing and bidding on through-
out the day of the auction, other donated
items include memberships to local museums
and theaters, certificates to restaurants and
husinesses, basketballs autographed by Magic
Johnson and members of the Houston Rockets,
skydiving adventures, jewelry, purses, pottery,
photography—treasures Chees would have
loved. March B, 5-9 p.m. Starbucks, 3407
Maontrose Blvd. Details: 713/521-7278.

Walk On |

continued from page 36

broke the $1 million mark. She attributed
last year’s increase not only to the hard
work of AFH's staff, but also to the walk’s
partner agencies. “Those partnerships
plus greater and greater numbers of peo-
ple joining up, becoming team members
and raising funds lends itself to—no pun
intended-—the viral sort of expansion of
AIDS Walk that I hope we'll see continue.”

But that was 2008, This year's final
tally from 2009 may yield a bleaker result.

“Because of théleconomic problems, all
areas may suffer; 81l sorts of AIDS service
organizations are going to be in a whole
world of hurt, potentially,” MeCann says.
“There is an increasing need, especially
when there is an economic downturn, for
the types of services that AIDS Founda-
tion Houston provides—basic needs like
food and housing, and certainly greater
access to medical care, and greater needs
in prevention and awareness.”

Despite readily available information
regarding knowledge of how the AIDS virus
is spread, and valiant attempts by local and
national organizations to stem that rising
tide, HIV/AIDS infection rates have reached
alarming numbers. In 1990, the World
Health Organization estimated that 8 to 10

million people were living with HIV world-
wide. It is now estimated that 25,000 individ-
uals are HIV-positive in Houston alone, with
three more citizens becoming infected every
day. Further, new estimates from Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention indicate that
as many as 55,000 new infections oceur in
the United States each year.

Compounding those startling statis-
tics, AFH is seeing smaller-than-normal
gifts per person, MeCann says. The good
news is, more teams and individuals had
registered for the walk so far this year
than in past years.

“We're up nine percent on teams. So
we are hoping that everything will kind of
come out in the wash, and that we'll have
more people giving fewer dollars for the
same putcome

“Even though it would be great if it
happened, we don't expect to hit the mil-
lion-dollar mark again this year,” McCann
concludes realistically. “But nothing would
make me happier than to be proven wrong.”

The 20th annual AIDS Walk Houston, a non-
competitive 5k pledge walk, is set for Sunday,
March 15, at Sam Houston Park, Baghy at La
mar in downtown Houston. On-site registration
begins at 8 a.m., with opening ceremonies at 9
a.m., and the walk stepping off at 10 am. To
register or donate, call 713/403-WALK (9255)
or visit AIDSWalkHouston.org.

Sixth Annual

All-You-Can-Eat Pasta,

and Great Bargains
at the Auction!

l Proceeds benefit

JdL
w

BERING
SUPPORT
NETWORK

Salad, and Garlic Bread

Tickets available at the door: $5 * For advance tickets, call 713.526.1017, ext. 206

Bering Memorial UMC
1440 Harold

Saturday, Mar. 14
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
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v, 713 269 7926
-t... ryanmassageworks.com

General Dermuto1ogy
kin Cancer Detection
1 Cancer Surgery

Phone:
Fax: 713

2120 Ashland
Houston, Texas 77008

gl mu.y

DOES YOUR PROTEIN
SUPPLEMENT DO THIS TO YOU?

Every protein drink, shake and supplement made fram milk can have the
same cause and effect. Every one. Except one made from 100% Pure Whey

Protein Isalate, The one and only ISOPURE" 100% Pure Whey Protein ‘
Isolate. 100% Guaranteed. Lactose Free. Complete Muscular Nut-nu.n.

Then try, ISOPURE! "

2600 CARE - SERUERAH '

. 3 .
IEHF[IHE SUFUH[ aUFURE |

‘--l_‘.‘-l-h-
e ececcreig Srr—

Houston Buyers Club |
3224 Yoakum Bilvd 713.520.5288

across from Half Price Books

Hours: M-F 10am-8pm Sat 10am-6pm Sun noon-6pm
www.HoustonBuyersClub.com
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510 Lovett

“Elegant living on beautiful Lovett Boulevard™
New condos, move-in March/April, prices frop® 2005200
sizes from 1,100-2,000 sf, gas cooking, bal¢onies, stainless
refrigerator, double-crown molding #0oftop terrace with 8605
and kitchenette.

o Partiidge. voted Top Realtor by Outsmart readers 2 years in a row

620-640 Harold

“You haven't seen anythingdike this in Houston"™
New town homes, move-in Mareh/April, prices from $500s-5700s for
sale & prices $3,000-84,000/mo for lease, sizes from 2,877-3,656681
Mediterranean courtyard and 12" water fountain, 6 burner gas range

plus double oven, balcony, views, d-car garage, much more.
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Ag%l}arber & Styling
Full Service Barber Shop and Beauty

Operating Hours

Tues - Fri 10am - Gpm
Saturday 10am - 3pm

Free adult beverages & soft drinks

Gomplimentary neck and
shoulder massage with your cut

Over 37 years of experience

713-869-1813

6215 Washington Ave
Houston TX 77007

work environment, Call Jearie 713-869-1813

.be Fabulous

570 Waugh Dr. @ Allen Pkwy. / 713.514.3359

www.guavalamphouston.com

www.myspace.com/guavalamphouston

everyday 4 - 8pm
complimentary valet parking
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Heights
despite
lows
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ARK CITY, UTAH
Quieter, sunnier, warmer,
less crowded and circus

like than usual, this

Sundance Film Fes

ran from January 15

yvear's

1], which

HE soasalen

characterized by a plethora of high-quality

films. Celebrating its 25th anniversary,
the festival was frequently overshadowed
by real-world events—Obama’s inaugura
tion, news of further économic woe/layoits
by Warner Bros. and Microsoft)—yet
every day saw premieres of excellent,
I|..||1_,q|1| provoking, audacious works

For example? In I Love You Phillip

Morris, we watched a sweaty, thrusting

Jim Carrey eagerly fulfill a man’s request
to do what used to be illegal between two
men in Texas

I"u.-.-1|‘-|_‘; Sundance’s most ii.'l-'.!t'j[).'lfl‘ll
queer-interest title, the based-on-a-true-
story comedy stars Carrey as gay ¢con man
Steven Jay Russell, whose romance with
another prisoner (plaved by Ewan Mc-
Gregor) and non-stop swindles and prison
breaks lead to plenty of laughs and heart
break. The day following its premiere, the
filmmakers—including writer/director
team Glenn Ficarra & John Requa (Bad

Santfa), executive producer Luc Besson,

Carrey, MeGregor, an

Santore (who ple

actual prisoners
» of Carrey'’s previ
ous lovers}—held a press conference at

Main Street’s Queer Loung

his eriminal streak, Russe

rently in prison) is

the bottom of a

lies 1]1:'.\' believe

about themselves

needed accep-

&0 to extremes to

find significance.”

zeeking a dis

Three-way: Rooney
Mara (c) is caught in
the middie between

Emmy Rossum (r) and
Ashley Springer in
Dare, a short film from

He loves to get to the
bottom of a character:
in the based-in-fact

I Love You Phillip Mor-
ris, Steve Russell (Jim
Carrey, r) shares his
drink with a poolside
guest played by
Rodrigo Santoro,

prisoners, so they had a calm

recalled during ths

's 'L(H\.'\ Omne convict I-'||l|<.
» to make a creative SUgFes
[ think there should be a
1ght Jim for you.” The rea
Morris makes a «

g & final courtroom scene. —+

ameo, playing a lawyer,




One tough mother:
the hysterical
Mo'Nique abandons
her funny side in
director Lee Daniels’
(inset) award-win-
ning Push: Based on
the Novel by Sap-
phire. A taut drama
with a lesbian hero,
this Push bears little
resemblance to the
season's other
Push, which stars
Dakota Fanning.

director Frank Feldman won Spirit

of Slamdance honors for his short,

Vapid Lovelies. The beSt,
Peter Bratt's La Mission received
a standing ovation at its premiere. no hOIdS ba rred,

Set in San Franeciseo's Mission

district, it stars Benjamin Bratt as awa rd Wlnnlng,
ultimate, undisputed

Che, a good-hearted yet violently
homophobic Latin father whose teen-
age son (Jeremy Ray Valdez) comes
out. At a post-sereening Q&A, the
Bratts explained how the character

top of the line
flat panel.

Now 50% off.

of Che represents our culture, one
of using brute force and violence
to achieve ;t:;li-. as well as spa rk

conversations within communities

of color. Meanwhile, out writer-di-

rector Tina Mabry's accomplished

Slamdance feature, Mississippi
amned, addressed homophobia and . :
ol e Pioneer Elite PRO111FD
;\"l"uul.;-.i:"". Ll 4 %0
poverty-ridden African-Ameri now Only 52499
can family for a limited time
A surefire conversa original retail price 36000
Il'.'n‘u:_-.-llir'l.‘.vlr'_ -['tl|il.'ll n H]LtLI*— au d io VIdEO
stunning short film, The

Young and Euvil, saw a black

teen “bug chaser” attempt to B .
get infeeted by an HIV-posi- 7300 Southwest Fwy  avdesignshouston.com
tive AIDS-prevention activ- 76-8444

J

BT ELTCRALIRY continved fom previous page

Speaking of juries, one of the festivals biggest winners was
out director Lee Daniels’ U.S. Dramatic Competition title, Push: ist. Equally disturbing, but
in a non-real-world way, was

Paul Sol

Based on the Novel |"'| .Hlf.j_,rJ.;af..'u'."- . Newecomer ( ;:2|.1I1'|'.l'|-_‘.' Sidibe

who was rl-]:ut'il L” |||«-:g'-|\.'l-|'|-|i on a street corner) stars as ol l"ll'.'u"l_'\.-|'|~i|'!".:."

Precious Jones, a Harlem high schooler whose life represents film Grace, in which a lesbian

a virtual onion of adversity: illiterate and obese, she endures midwife helped her bisexual

) abuse from her monstrou ex birth a ghoulish, blood

unloving mot her "\111-\“]!“"
) drinking infant. Also darkly

was

iped by her father, and bore two children as a result—one, i

with Down Syndrome, is named Mongol (short for Mongoloid) humerous, Nancy Kissam's

She only finds comfort from a nurt lesbian teacher, and escape in fantastical blackouts Drool updated Bound with its tale of

The film is powerful as much as entertaining, heart-wrenching as much as hopeful, tragi- a repressed housewife who kills her
.-,-,II.-. I'.|r||1.\ as much as lg-rr|i:\|:|:_, and boasts ty pecast busting performances from _\[4'»'.\'i1._|||- husband and runs off with her 5855%
who, during the festival, admitted she had been molested by a family member and infused he: black neighbor, moody daughter, and

-

character with that evil—Mariah Carey (dressed down as a social worker), and Lenny Kravitz budding gay adolescent son

(as a male nurse). Since acquired by Lionsgate, Push snagged Grand Jury, Audience, and Spe In the desert-dryv French ab-

cial Jury Prize for Acting (for Mo'Nique) awards surdist comedy, Louise-Michel, an : o - :
Another winner of both distribution deal (with Magnolia) and Sundance prize (for Spirit incompetent FTM transsexual hit . . L. ;
of Independence) was writer/director Lynn Shelton's comedic Humpday, in which two straight man is enlisted to kill a corporate 1
men |,-|_|;:_]]g-|'|:_[\-||]1-r'||,-;r-!\'4-=1l|||:11,'(- sox on camera for a Seattle amateur porn contest, And local boss. A gay man cruising the beach p L spEcIALS

finds an unexpected connection with

a woman in Italy’s One Day in a

Life. Spun from Philadelphia writer

Strange bedfellows: Ben David Brind’s 2005 short of the same y { ‘. OySter & CraWHSh

(Mark Duplass, 1) and Andrew S ema Do chnialne oot e, . | Season '5 In FU” SWing!

Usshue Leonard) go gay for angle between a gay teen, his female

- ﬂ:;gdz}rﬁ;i:::;:::f:ows best friend, and the bisexual bad boy / Stop By For Great
EQ;] treatment of Zack and Miri they both crush on. FOOd & Entertainment

Make a Porno. The comedy As for lame ducks!
took Sundance’s 2009 Inde-
pendent Spirit Award.

? Ensemble

based on Brett

drama The Informers

Custom Compound Hormone Replacement Ask About Our Parking Lot Party

Easton Ellis’ novel, was !1III!I'!||':~'!-
and vapid, while despite its talented

leading ladies—including Rachel

eading ladies—incuding Rachel Texas Bio-ldentical Hormones WWW.MARDIGRASGRILL.NET
nlu;h]:m‘ :j\‘ulljl 1”'“![‘ l“I.J!'TL‘E_"[C-]J' Il{v:tl‘:l (979)776-6823 1200 DURHAM DR 713-864-5600
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You Can’t
Stob the
Q%wa@

= here were fewer lounges, lodges,

| Fand big brands, but VIPs (and their
friends) could still load up with suitcases
of swag. In fact, much of it was extremely
useful-brands and chains like Nivea (at
House of Hype), St. lves, Sephora, AMC
Theaters, and Conair gifted VIPs with
moisturizers, hair-care products, body
treatments (Elijah Wood received a St
lves facial), AMC tickets, Divine fair-
trade chocolates, Givenchy Phenomenon
mascara, and other useful items, “It's
like you went to a free Target,” ohserved

Rodrigo Santoro

one of my condo mates. The Hollywood
Life House upped the cool factor with hip
Onitsuka Tiger sneakers, T-shirts, and
adorable Tokidoki dolls; Whiting and Davis
metal mesh bags; and tasteful White
House Black Market clothing/accessories.
L-R-G Gifting Villa's Radius Earphones and
Creative Recreation sneakers were fab
giveaways. And Village at the Yard, where
| ran into Chris Meloni, proved a favorite
spot, thanks to its T-Mobile Diner comfort
fonds (like "Touchscreen Turkey Pot
Roast” and "Google Maps Mac & Cheese"),
Fred Segal Fun mini-outlet (which
featured the Black Boy Collection's way-
coal T-shirts and sweater depicting gay
poet/icon Langston Hughes as a child),
and Nickelodeen's insanely fun Spongebob
Squarepants lounge. Visitors included
Jane Lynch, Phillip Merris’ Ewan McGregor
and Rodrigo Santore, Richie Rich, Michael
Gera, and Susan Sarandon, whom inquired,
“Why is it a sponge?” —L.F.
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out publicist John Murphy, who repre-
sented director Cary Joji Fukunaga's
Sundance Directing and Cinematography
prizewinner, Sin Nombre. *I expected

to see more. | felt there
Dramatically disturbing: really wasn’t any rebut-

#Jliaritl‘ﬂr:eu di?_ectst) tal for [films screened at|
= ; aughn Lowery (inse e o e e
,w{'l 15 iy 2 as Karel Andrews in The Cinemark I.Lmtu...l which
Young and the Evil, a [ was surprised h.v..
Sundance 200‘9 short about barebacking. As usual, LGBTs
continued from page 4 crowded the 13th Annual

OUTFEST Queer Brunch—I spotted
Guinevere Turner, Rose Troche, and Tracy
Chapman at one table—and three-level
GLAAD/Absolut-sponsored Queer Lounge,
which hosted numerous panels, schmooz-

barely more pleasant than a case of spring
break-contracted herpes.

Film proved secondary on inauguration
day, as many festgoers viewed the tele-
vised proceedings at Sundance/Slamdance : : : :
venues/events in their condos, or in Wash- ing, parties (best of the lot was Regent's
ington, D.C. itself (like Dare’s Alan Cum-
ming). A few films played up political and : 4
clobal issues, such as The End of the Line of course, gossip. I learned that Glenn

which addressed the dangers of overfish

“Sindance” shindig, complete with open
bar and locally enlisted go-go boys), and,

Gaylord will direct Ariztical’s upcoming
Eating Out 3, and Lesli Klainberg (Fabu
lous! The Story of Queer Cinema) is work-
ing with Dan Bucatinsky (Al Over the
Guy) on a pilot entitled My Family, geared

ing (someone wearing a plump, red fish
costume skied the slopes to promote 1it)
Conversely, California’s Proposition 8 was

barely addressed, barring a Queer Lounge :

panel, pro-gay-marriage pins, a few post- to kids of gay parents. d

ers in storefronts, and a lone demonstrator Less may not be more, but, "i_k sun

dancing on Main Street (and handing out dance 2009 proved, it was certainl

CD-ROM copies of his sereenplays while satisfying

il l|r,.l,l,|'.l'- ne l|r'.| l"f.:‘r / .'.‘l.'l‘ ,‘\- w 1J--l.".'l"-J-'r.'.-n'-’;|l enftertoin-
L : vear from the Sun-

“Surprisingly, and unfortunately, 1 2
didn't see anything about Prop 8,” shares dance Film Festival for OutSmart magazine.

Goodfellas: powerhouse lesbian filmmakers Rose
Troche (1) and Guinevere Turner (c) chat and chew
with musician Tracy Chapman at the OUTFEST Queer
Brunch. Turner, now released from her recurring role
as Gabby Deveaux in Showtime's The L Word, is in
post-production with the film Feed, a new drama.
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eclectic
furnishings

dining and accent tables
chairs * lamps

leather sofas and chairs
specialty picture frames
Doxes = vases * ums

art glass = pottery
candles: « screens
pillows = chandeliers
and more, ..

eclectic

LT T
e

Mon-Sat 10am-é6pm
Sunday 1pm-5pm

713.869.1414

2620 Crocker 2730 Clay
3/1.5 Montrose Craftsman 2/2.5 Downtown East
$478,000 $278,653

Bruce Nicholson
713.412.8436

Villas at W.25th 701 Wendel
3/3.5/2 Four Available  5/3/2 Woodland Terrace
$294,900 To $305,900  $59%.000

Your Perfect Partner

CoLDwCLL
BANKER O

8 - SRNT T — _:.;'__IH 20 YEARS. J0IN IN THE FUN!

713.824.9054

ONCIERGE -
INC.
T13.661.2117. 48777759616
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Right: Ralph Lauren Pola Club shirt ($125] with white Palo

Left: Polo Club Room shorts ($89) and white Polo Club
Room shirt [543), available at Macy's. Shoes models own.
Club Room shorts ($89), also available at Macy's.




Wheel Love 2009

If you are considering buying a car, there are some great models in 09

ven before Wall Street began its meltdown
and the credit crunch came to our door-
steps, analysts were predicting auto sales

ittle more than 12 million

by James Hurst

vehicles.

since the

t level of auto sal
s Week, through

covered in any way and, in fact, continue to spiral

th. There are a number of

downward each

factars which are converging a

f
5 automakers try
how to pitch the newest wares, and
we, the consumers, must decide whether to
jump into the game or stay home and ponder

rfuture, Because of the bad news and «

(a1}
reluctan 14 Oour nar
sumers

2009 BMW 14 Roadster
A new expression of fun has come to us in the

dre SCc

hovering around % form of

ess and better all-around wisibility, this

Juality mater

50 check back in the spring

2009 Toyota Venza

ned by the its engine za's radical

nservative mold, creating a vehi » features and unusual design Prices range from

18-21 mpg city, 25-29 mpg highway. Toyota plans to offer the Venza in a single model—nao LE, XLE,
e. There will be eight aption packages and four stand-alone aptions, and power comes in either a

df

JraClC
four-gylinder front-wheel-drive model or an all-wheel-drive V& with all the tnmmings

confinved on page 52

FILE

THE GAY WAY!
Fgrm 1040
29.95
Fnrlg 1040-EZ
9.95

Not sure?
Call (888 )GLBT-CPA

www.THEGAYCPA.com
<>

Affliated with
Shockley Tax Advisory

Eve Care Center

@20 Studemont

ot Washington

$59 |

\\ Eye Exam

" 718.862.0500

www.iVisionHouston.com

MOMENTUM

VOLKSWAGEN

2405 Richmond Avenue
Houston, TX 77098
713.596.3300
www.momentumvolkswagen.com

“It is our pleasure to provide that
service to you. We welcome you
in for a test drive today.”

—Charles Coleman I
New Car Sales & Leasing |
F

omentum Volkswagen has

been named a Wolfsburg

Crest Club recipient for
outstanding customer service,
Volkswagen's most prestigious
award for the Top 50 Dealerships.

Affordable German Engineering

Domestic Partner Estate Planning

The Secrets You Need to Know to Protect Your Partaer and Your Future

TARKENTONFINANCIAL

Sue Stringer, M.E.P.
281-796-0770

i ; -. 2t
. S.‘i[]’ll’]gfl’{‘-‘_-fE.lfkc!"l['l}l'ti'.l'lilﬂl..'].ll.(.'ﬂﬂ'i

Butharized Reprasentatve of Tarkenton Finamcial
The Estate Plan and the Katiesal Institute for
Taemastic Partner Extate Plaaning

Call or email for a free, nn-nhl'igatinn consuftation.
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Travel in the right circles.

The all new 2008 TT Roadster is without a doubt, a driver's car,
Its low center of gravity creates handling that's lightning-fast. It
inspires confidence and yes, a not so subtle plea to your right foot
The TT Roadster is passion in motion. Audi. Truth in Engineering.

www.audiwesthouston.com
Showroom hours:
Monday-Friday, 9AM - 7PM
Saturday, 9AM - 6PM

Audi West Houston
11850 Katy Freaway,
Houston, TX 77079

(281} B99.3400

MAINTENANCE

salag BTN
paE SIgBiay

Memorial Dilve

Allen Parkway

« State-of-the-Art Automotive
Repair Facility

* Mechanics Specialize in Both
Import & Domestic Vehicles

* Quality, Reliable and Professional
Service at Competitive Rates

* Centrally Located with Immediate
Access to I-10 and Memorial
Dr/Allen Parkway

+ Guaranteed Parts & Services

AUTOMOTIVE
: SERVICE
EXCELLENCE

Monday - Friday 7am - Bpm
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Wheel Love

continued from page 50

2009 Cadillac CTS-V
The CTS-V is the high-performance and all-new
sedan. Lastyear's ( d a big 400-hp V8 and a
but the new CTS-V i1
that pours out a whopp 6 hp, plus
Iru._n.m-‘:‘l. Prices ran m $60,:

approximately 13 n

version of Cadillac's CTS

manual transmis

zingly over the top—a bigger supercha

aith an auwtomatc

685, EPA fuel economy
The CT5-V

- e 1S C 15 sy AT [ I-L'

engine is closely related to the p LS9 g

Its output of 556 hp and 551 Ib./ft, of torque lays waste to German rivals.
Caddy claims 0-80 in a blistering 3.9 seconds!

HEM-PeT formance version called the

lipment and

2009 Glass Roof Fnrd Mus!ang
n. 2009, coir
will offer a glass-roof MI_.-: e nt 2
ns. This option will be offered on all premium mod

nciding with the 45th a

o'ine exi

h1s less

e inside of the car cooler and to red

. werior fading and discoloration of the
ar's fabric as wel r blind, allowing passengers to

(,('-'Illl'.'ll e amount ¢ 1 exposure ﬂ't_ I

continued on page 56

Coming to Creative Life

GO TEXAN

9:30 and | lam Sundays * 7pm YWednesdays
with founding minister Jesse |ennings,
it's Back at the Circle - ¥V Ranch
Conscious Country Wisdom

SPRING HOOTENANNY

with musical guests Small Potatoes
$10 includes brisket supper
Sunday, March |5, doors open 5pm

CREATIVE LIFE
SPIRITUAL CENTER

Teaching and iving the Scence of Mind since | #85
5326 Spring-Stuebner Road in Spring, Texas
exit F04 westbound from 145, or ke Gosfing
south from The Woodlands
info{@creativelife.org + (281) 350-5157

Email us 1o receive our weekly event updates!

Byron K. Menard D.C.

19 years experience
Why stay in pain?
Call Dr. Menard

7fmm 79,&

The Best Price in Houston!

 New 2009 Corolla_

to Bottom: g

ers

P TOYOTA

19010 NW Freeway
! Houston, TX 77065

ed, AC, New & Pre-Owned Sales
60 WFs, (7)) 67

~. Edwin- crnz@shcgiuhal nei

V@H@ﬁ@@

NO GAS AT ALL
Fully Street Legal
Starting as low as
Less than a Cent a
Low Maintenance
Fun to own - Fun to ride

Free Blke Cover
or Windscreen
with purchase
of any model

2151 Richmond Ave
Houston, TX 66098

832-533-2607

150000

Gulf Coast Veloteq

EZ@@‘@W@ BEF@%

No Registration | No License

AT N e )

mile — Zero Emissions

i
!
I-Q'I
’
5
%
L
[
Semtarﬁfax Tomball Scmters
11265 Southwest Fwy 701 E. Main St., 1058
Houston, TX 77031 Tomball, TX 77375
281-498-5353 281-255-3372
www.veleteg.com
m {ARCH 9 53




Bunnies on the Bayou XXX :
IT’S TIME TO GET “FLIRTY AT OUR THIRTY” AS WE CELEBRATE OUR 30TH YEAR OF |

THROWING HOUSTON'S BIGGEST AND BEST EASTER PARTY. JOIN US FOR ANOTHER '
YEAR OF HARD CORE HARE RAISING FUN. PARTY HEARTY WITH YOUR PEEPS, IMBIBE |
IN ADULT BEVERAGES AND -1 Daowr 0 DIRTY TO THE HOTTEST DANCE MIXES |
WHILE SUPPORTING SOME OF HOUSTON'S MOST DESERVING CHARITIES. GET READY
TO PARADE YOUR STUFF ON THE BAYOU. EASTER'S COMING AND IT°5 TIME TO PARTY!

EASTER SUNDAY | APRIL 12, 2009 |1 TO 6 PM

DOWNTOWN HOUSTON | FISH PLAZA/WORTHAM CENTER | 500 TEXAS AVENUE

BUNNIES ON THE BAYOU WELCOMES BACK l

DJ DAN MEADOR, HOUSTON, TX

AND A SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY [
|
|
|
|

THE FLYBOYS OF FLAG TROUPE HOUSTON

MINIMUM $30 DONATION; MUST BE 21 OR OLDER TO ATTEND
GENERAL ADMISSION TICKETS $25 IN ADVANCE, $30 AT GATE,
AND VIP PASSES (MINIMUM $125 DONATION)

AVAILABLE AT M2M FASHION OR WWW BUNNIESONTHEBAYOU.ORG 5

HOUSTON, TEXAS

PRESENTED BY ) GOLD SPONSORS SILVER SPONSORS

LBGeawr Out-smart SENEESEECE N L
*%llum‘ai“““GF‘“@ n--._r-.m - DOUTHIT DESION GRO »

RATED E FOR EVERY BUNNY

CONTAINS FLOPPY EARS, FLUFFY
TAILS AND FUZTY BOTTOMS

MAY BE INAPPROPRIATE FOR MATURE AUDIENCES

Bunnies on the Bayou 30 !
|

' e
[ -
vy /’ g’(/.-*e_!smaﬁ




tonston ﬂwfrw Cars

U il

Ready...
e

15% OFF PARTS AND LABOR ON SUPER DUTY POWER STROKE REPAIRS!
AND A FREE LOANER TRUCK WHILE WE WORK ON IT!

u“ mm] mm No matter where you bought your
SUPER DUTY - Planet Ford is the
place to maintain it!
Looking to trade? The new ‘09
SUPER DUTY is here!
We need SUPER DUTY trade-ins.
Come see us first!

2009 Volkswagen CC

The CC is what Volkswagen calls a fourdoor coupe, or a German luxury

thout the Germ: xury price tag. The CC engine op

M i | and 280-hp 3.6l narrow-ang
e have a large variety of electric cars & trucks price from under, $8,000.00.¢ our models: Sport, Luxury, VRG Sport, and

Plus ecars now get a big fat tax credit

er-adjustible front seats, alloy wheels

204"3 nierstatef4ajNorth
pringiexasi?388
T s B661879K1025
MUST BRING COPY OF AD FOR OUTSMART SPECIAL - EXPIRES MAY 31, 2009

Visit our Online Show Room at HoustonElectricCars.net
713-237-9100 2420 Rusk, Houston, TX 77003

Sand Dollar AutoPlex

Iveston TX 77554
_ m ree 800-299:5711
INMH'EItu com B

- o U C H AT

“ha@ ngallery com
YOUR{ONE!STOPJAUTOISHOP! <

Since the hurricane, we have condensed
all franchises into one building at 8020
Broadway. | can now sell all New GM
products, Honda, Hyundai, Chrysler,
Dodge, Jeep, Ford, Toyota & Scion, and
virtually any used car,

ONCE DAVID LORMS TELLS YOU ABOUT ALL
THE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE, YOU MIGHT
WANT A WALLET-SIZED PHOTO.

It's Truck Month
Now until the end of March!

2009 Chevrolet Corvette ZR1

MO guestion JI out it: the

2009 Chevrolet ZR1 15 one of the all-time

DAVID LORMS
; ) ETC Jester & Loop 610 | (713) 688-B649
i torque—all for only www.farmersagent.com/dlorms
1 0 200 mph Home - Reniers - Life - Heclth - Business

Daryl Willullu Collie Stoneham 2L V8, extreme sharp
dwillioms (07 U 281-342-5611 i

ose Corbitt
713-387- 9 832-577-9280 cell 281-342-5611 ext 2144
Infernet Sales Salos Service Advisor

: _ e Contact John N'agy-"
Legacy Ford Lincoln Mercur/_.__ - . QWD FARMERS Disster-Assistance Money is avaﬂame on il veicles

Do you love your agent? et ; '_ ) e : *-‘“_-'* 'é«.u 3(_;' 'rs.
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Driving Green

Ron's Downtown Auto Service Save money, save the planet
27017 Bagby Street

UNLIMITED

Calling and Messaging Plan

T-Mobile® Unlimited Pian,
Unlimited nationwide calling fo any number, even landlines.

by Marene Gustin

Convernaent Migtown Location

f visions of Gregory Peck and Audrey Hepburn gaily dashing

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS about Rome on a Vespa aren't enough to make you consider a Unlimited nationwide messaging (text, pic and IM)
Specializing in European models, scooter, think about this: two-wheeling will save you money, and Fiat rate of $99.99 per month plus taxes and fees.
but we work on all Foreign it just may help save the planet. Includes nationwide long-distance and roaming.
& Domestic vehicles. For attorney Dan Lundeen, zipping around town on his scooter
just makes since. “It just seems silly to drive a big car a couple of B iR —r
blocks,” he says. “With a good tailwind I can go 35 mph and I don't Oucnge. uapls. Shve frnan
10 Years of worry about ]qu'iun_u spaces.” Plus, he only spends about 35 every [ —
. . two weeks to fill up his tank. SAMSUNG T239 MOTOROLA RAZR2, V8
auahty Service Matthew Creede, owner of Apollo Scooters, started his store more e .

than seven vears ago, at a time when Houstonians were all about
the big pickups and SUVs. It's taken awhile, but he's seen sales rise
for his scooters, cycles, and Segways. Business was so good after last
=) RN BEALEERS year’s four-dollar gas prices that he now has three locations. Creede
says that even using a scooter for half of your driving can save as
much as $100 a week on gas and insurance, plus scooter owners find
it saves them time. "Getting around in traffic, not having to hunt for

a parking space,” he says.

And if that isn't cheap enough for you, how about an all-electric 2
i : L i Central Wireless Voice N View Wireless Dreams Telecom Viet Hoa
i@ ), | I@ DOWN TO WN AUTO scooter? sid s:;:ﬁ::ﬂ;e(l::ssﬂx_l . 1;—‘-” st o B Wi e Rl (insicie Hong Kong City uc‘}' (ku P;ocl s:;ip-:rn;-t-;:k
ith “\15 nn S E R.v . c: E Veloteq Corporation is a privately held Houston-based company 713.270 786'3 Houston, TX 77080 (Gessner Rd @ Foundren Rd) 11205 Bellaire Bivd. Alsle 8300 W. Sam Houston Flowy
. : . < 832.358.2442 713.334.3535 832.328.1300 281.564.5300

with a Shanghai manufacturing plant that produees electrie scoot -
713/520-0310 [ L pradines S oot T ——
RonsDowntownAuto.com ers. They began selling the scooters in British Columbia, and last is nd srms and
: spring Gulf Coast Veloteq, a distributor, opened a showroom here Conditions at T-Maobile.com for details. Limited time offe 1ang CE enm ta ot ederally regist ; of Deutsche om AG

in Houston.

“AT750-watt motor takes one kilowatt of energy,” Jock Drummond,

(ITTTTITTT Y LA L L L P L TR Y Y]

GCV president, says,

e e i o) o T 8 CREEREEE Al Understanding & Securing Love Relationships

of your driving can save as

S'FEBLING MCCALL

@ ACURA ::”]':t‘:‘f;.,lt .Z't.”n]]fl'“ - much as $100 a week on gas Relationship Workshops for Gay Men and Lesbians
ano | (Y] | es o . .
Mike Chan that cha rge. ® \‘FE\"I'_‘._‘[] and ins“ rance. We long for, and are genetically programmaed to search for secure, primary relationships—these workshops will help you succeed m your gquest

Direct: 713.596.2365
MChan@SterlingMcCallAcura.com

scooters range in price

Singles Workshops

from $1,500 to $2,000 and come with such features as cruise control
C Immmq the right partner can be one of life’s most important dect iSions,

and antitheft devices. And they come with detachable pedals, just
* Become attracted to more appropriate partners.
» |dentify and overcome what has kept you single
= Improve dating skills and explore ways for meeting better partners

Single Gay Men—April 4 & 5, 2009  Single Lesbians—upon request

1IN Case,

Classified as low-speed electrie bieyeles by the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission, these scooters are street legal, require no
registration or motorcycle license and get up to about 20 r||}||'. on
the road.

But it isn't just the two-wheelers that are available. Houston C(]uples worksh(_)ps
Electriec Cars sells Zenn ears, Skys, and Benjys, which are cute-as-a- Imagine a relationship that makes life easier and richer; provides joy,
bug e-convertibles. Some are basically golf carts on "roids, others seat satisfaction and security
up to 11. These little beauties run $8,000 to $21,000, can net you tax H
Come Out and Be Yourself credits, and cost less than two cents per mile to operate
at S‘lerli“g McCall Acura “Plus insurance is cheaper and they're easier to finance,” savs

owner Rick Ehrlich, who started the dealership last summer, The

7 1 3'596-2 3 00 neighborhood vehieles will hit 35 mph and ean go about 35 to 40 miles

10455 Southwest Freeway s Houston, TX 77074
www.SterlingMcCallAcura.com

* |mprove communication and learn to overcome the problem cycle
* [ncrease compassion and understanding of yourself and your partner.
= Restore romance and excitement to your relationship while reducing frustration and blame

Gay Couples—May 30 & 31,2009  Leshian Couples—upon reguest

on a four-hour charge. Just plug it into a home outlet overnight and I -
8 piug £ g Voted Best Therapist 2003-2008—QutSmart Readers

Tony Carroll. Lcsw

1006 Missouri Street  Houston, Texas 77006
713.527.0000

you're ready to roll. Ehrlich says he has no problem dashing about
downtown in his peppy e-car. And, besides being practically free to
drive—no gas, no oil, no transmission to break down—these little
babies just may save the planet.

“An SUV puts out enough carbon gas to fill Reliant Stadium every
 STERLING McCALL ' - E b

month,” says Ehrlich. “Electrie cars make ne pollution, and I really

@ACUIqA think the salvation of the human race depends on solar panels and

electric cars.” @

For more information: www.HoustonTherapist com
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/\ Kiss Is Not Just

Are you

~; A ' Rice’s newest
Stl‘uggllng with | o AR\  play explores the
gt | .  consequence of
HIV/AIDS? SNENE | H=
3 _ ' 3 * by Marene Gustin
We are here to help. ¥ o . Photo by Mark Hiebert

o - H - Al - l.
Counseling and Case Management are available FREE OF CHARGE to
those who meet eligibility requirements. Sliding scale for all others. MCC

also accepts most private insurance, Medicare & Medicaid.
(ay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender: Your quality of life matters.

MONTROSE 401 Branard St. * 2nd Floor

~ J > . ston, Texas 77006-5015 United £

COUNSE Houston IL_\.ts : i &

et e e )l LING Phone 713.529.0037 Fax 713.526.4367 Way £ =7

CENTER www.montrosecounselingcenter.org inited Way of Greater Mouston | -

- N Bl | p A X | v ’
Gmesr WU 4 '3 4 ]
MEXICANLIE

ﬁa up: Sigrid

Al) and
Carolyn Tanner
play.gay (or do
‘Tﬁ.e Osito l:;uhogah'oh they?) this month
\ “ \ in Rice Univer-
el \ B St Margaruta sity's Theatre
e Best Méxican Restaurant mum“‘;
\_Be_st Restaura n_t 1. E:E:s“wi?;fus;?f
for People Watching Huff (r) directs.

Dne of the Best Restaurants|

for Outdoor Dining > ~

_\_\ kiss is just a kiss,” sang Dooley Wilson in Casablanca, but in reality, isn’t it more?
That’s the premise of award-winning playwright Diane Son’s Stop Kiss, the off-Broadway play from 1999
that won both an Obie and a Media Award from GLAAD. This month Rice University’s Theatre Depart-

2111 Westheimer at Sheperd 713-528-1468 > : .
A ment presents the play of violent gay bashing and humorous blossoming love. -

cafeadobe.com
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New Style /

"= 2055 Westheimer / #150
Houston, TX

713.521.0500

check website for specials

urukusalon.com

It's your turn to discover the
hqﬁest new salon in town.

Don'tmiss life
hecause of
- missing teeth,

say..

- |1 spPinq...
new beginning
to create ".

FREE |mplant

Cordultation & Xrays
(Wafed Gt $250.00)
COOG Ui SAARCH 1,
— -

1ok 0 g L )
AR S TR
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A Kiss Is Not Just a Kiss

confinued from previous page

“This is a play I've wanted to work on,”
admits director Matt Huff, guest artistic
director at Rice for the spring semester,
“It’s not just a gay play. The characters
don't really identify with gays. On a simple
level it's a love story. Yes, there is violence
and gav bashing, but it's also a romantic
comedy.”

Stop Kiss is the

“We fall in
love with
people.
Not races,
genders,
or back-
grounds.
That’s
what the
play is all
about.”

story of disorga-
nized New York
City traffic reporter
Callie and her
growing friend-
ship with Midwest
transplant Sara,
who comes to the
big city to teach in
the Bronx. Though
vastly different
characters, the

two form a bond
that develops into
a friendship and
much more, ending
in a street kiss that
sparks violence by an antigay onlooker

Huff is gay, but the two leads at Rice
are not

“I've never done a girl kiss on stage,”
savs Rice junior Caroline Turner, “but I
think it will be pretty cool.” Turner is cast
as Sara, a role originated by Sandra Oh
off-Broadway. “I think there’s a bunch of
me in Sara. She comes from a conserva-
tive family like I do, but she’s also feisty
and curious, and that's what [ want to
make real.”

“The way the couple falls in lave is just
like any couple,” explains Sigrid Owen
who plays Callie in Stop Kiss. “Straight,
gay, or bisexual, it's all the same.”

Both young women admit that the sce-
nario probably wouldn't happen today in
New York, but Owen points to the recent
defeat of California’s Proposition 8 as how
relevant the message still is today.

“We fall in love with people,” she says
“Not races, genders, or backgrounds.
That's what the play is all about. It's en
couraging people to ask themselves, ‘What
do I want?’ And I'm trying to ask myself
what I want. Being in the play is really
helping me grow.”

“I grew up in Dallas,” Turner says.
“And I think this could still happen there
today. So it's really an important play for
the community, and I'm excited to be in it.”

The play moves back and forth through
time, showing the beginning of the wom-
en's friendship, and the aftermath of the

kiss, as Sara lies comatose in a hospital,
and their two heterosexual lovers arrive,

“Structurally it's intense,” says direc-
tor Huff, “as it moves back and forth. And
the casting of the two women is central to
the success of the play. Finding the right
dynamics is crucial.” But he thinks he’s
found just that with Turner and Owen.

“Caroline is really open to the kiss, and
I'm really open to the character,” Owen
says. “I want to make her and the relation-
ship seem real.”

“Their tentative first kiss leads not
only to shocking violence,” says Rice's
theater department director Christina
Keefe, “but also to a moving transforma-
tion. Making choices and eommitments
is a scary business as Stop Kiss suggests
But what’s the alternative?”

Stop Kiss

Diane Son's award-winning play runs at
Rice University’s Visual and Dramatic Arts
Theatre Hamman Hall, March 20-28. Tick-
ets for opening night are $5; $10 thereafter
(seniors $8, students $5). Call 713/3485-
PLAY (7529) for ticket reservations.
Marene Gustin wrote about Houston Ballet’s

Marie by Stanton Welch for the February
fssue of OutSmart magazine.

Denis “Woodja” Flanigan, M.S., L.P.A.
I herapist, ( 0 :

1| dareer Lour

Trbuble Finding a Therapist
that Fit Your Lifestyle?

www.DWoodjaFlanigan.com
713.589.9804

2600 Southwest Freeway, Suite 409
Houston, TX 77098

Tom Ford
Chramea Haarts
Alain Milsh

Face a Face
Gucoi
Jimmy Choa
ic! berlin
Prodesign
Bugatti
Fracla
Chanel

e o L
Oliver Peopies

Gaid & Wood

Ed Harcly

Shepherd Square

2055 Westheimer, Houston, Texas 77028

New Construction: 626 Allston - in the Heights

713.240.6320

trellisbuilders.org

2 8 = 2

www . eyecontact.com

713.520.6600

==

@

saping and Design, Inc.
cape Architects & Contractors
www.ajslandscaping.com | 713.957.0448
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Special Events Both
Weekends!

GALVESTON HISTORICA

Saturdays and Sundays, May 2 & 3
and 9 &10, 2009 10 a.m. to 6 p.m

Celebrating Historic
Galveston’s Rebirth

oD SFON;
x O,

HOUSTON: <CHRONICLE

— “enema ql\cftan,om
SOUTHWEST.COM' &

Official Airline of
Galveston Historic Homes Tour

IE DATEY NEWS

Community Life. Deliverex! Daily

Kenneth W. Lester D.C.

Chiropractic Care

Soft Tissue Injuries
Myofascial Release
Sports Injuries
Auto Accidents
Rehabilitation

Work-Related
Injuries
Personal
Injuries

Best Chiropractor
OutSmart Readers' Choice Awards 2008

HEALTHAVELLNESS

www.KennethLesterDC.com

3930 Kirby Dr.
Suite 108
713.526.5252

64 MARCH 2009 CutSmart

he Joe Goonde Performance

Group has been making in-

novative dance for over 20

years. Goode was at the fore-

front of choreographers who

used text with their move
ment to ereate interdiseiplinary narratives
and has been awarded with many honors,
among them a Guggenheim Fellowship,
and, most recently, the United States Art-
ists Glover Fellowship. The Society for the
Performing Arts is bringing the JGPG to the
Wortham Center’s Cullen Theater on March
6, when Houstonians can see Goode’s most
recent work, Wonderboy, and a revival of an
older piece, Maverick Strain,

Neil Ellis Orts: What is it about these two
pieces that goes together?

Joe Goode: Wonderboy is the story of the
queer hoy who discovers himself as an artist,
digcovers a way to use his sensitivity and
his aesthetic feelings, and goes from feeling
oppressed to feeling empowered: “1 actually
can do something a lot of people can’t do.”
Obvwinusly, a very personal story for me.

Joe Goode allows dancers to portray géy
men in his choreography. In fact, he insists

by Neil Ellis Orts * Photos by RJ Muna

I collaborated with a puppeteer, Basil
Twist, and it's very much his story, too. So

that moment when we discovered

at puberty, or somewhere around

there, that we had this power of

making beautiful things and of-
fering insights about the world
through these beautiful things

that we made, it was a kind of

a redemption for both of us. We
discovered that we were going
to be okay.

With Maverick Strain, it's
very different. Maverick Strain
is about Americans believing our

rugged individual spirit kind of

dominates all, that in the end,
we're going to walk off into the
sunset with our mangy dog, vie-
torious. I think that mythology
is something that a lot of us live,
against our better judgment. ]
wanted to point a finger at that,
which is, in a way, kind of the op-
posite issue of the overly sensitive
flower [in Wonderboy].

1955), a 51 00,000

‘award for artistic

development.

Do you have any thoughts on why dance in
particular seems to attract gay men?

| have a piece called 28 Effemi-
nate Gestures, which is about ef-
feminacy. It's about a lavishness
of expression, a desire to make
one’s gestures baroque or larger
than life or dramatic, to expand
feeling in a big way. 1 basically
feel like gay men—many of us,
not all of us—have that desire
to express things deeply, to ex-
press things artistically even in
gesture, even in the way we walk,
in the way we wear our clothes
And dancing is kind of a natural
extension of that. Absolutely.

[ think the more interesting
question is why—in the dance
world that is populated by gay
men—are there so few out gay
choreographers? It is kind of
ghocking to me, even in this day
and age that people still try to
malke this neutral, neutered kind
of dance. | still feel like, in the —+
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confinued from previous page

residencies and the workshops that we do in
the middle of the country, it’s this education
process. People have never seen a woman
lift a man or two men dance really tenderly
and erotically together. And it’s like
What country are we living in?

why?

I hope we're coming into an era when that
becomes less and less.

It’s funny, you know, because we went
through this era, and I was very much a
part of this era—the era of AIDS and dances
about AIDS—and suddenly being gay or
having two men and one of them dying
became a real kind of topical possibility in
dance. And everyone had an AIDS piece. I
had 20 of them, but everybody had at least
one. And I think there was some progress
made there, but really, beyond the issue of
death and dying, it's really very hard to
make a gay dance that people can look at
and respond to, because they don't have the

eyes for it

I'm in my mid-40s and | look at twenty-
somethings who've grown up post-Ellen
and post-Will & Grace and there is a whole
different sensibility to them.

What’s YOUR reason
to train with Coach Kimmie?
CoachKimmie.com

832 443-3488

There is, and I hate to be the one to say
the glass is half empty, but I do feel at the
same time, to Letterman and Leno and all
those popular culture people, gay is still a
big joke. “That's so gay” or “You must be
a little light in the loafers.” The standard
hasn’t changed that much. I'm still kind of
shocked that the mainstream culture still
has a long way to go.

Last year, | spoke with Bill T. Jones and he
lamented that, for an American art form
that has an enormous number of gay men
participating in it, there are some cities
where the gay community is completely
oblivious to dance.

Most cities, yes, I totally agree with him.
What you find mostly, unfortunately—and 1
think this is where, as a dance community in
America, we've kind of failed—is your dance
audience is mostly dancers. It's mostly girls
who studied ballet when they were little
girls and then moved on to other things, but
they still love dance and they bring their
husbands. But you're right, the gay men are
not going out to see contemporary dance. ['ve
worked very hard to cultivate them here in
my hometown and [ think I've succeeded.
but outside of that it's really tough. I think
some of them are going to the opera and the
ballet because it is a kind of validation: “I'm

an elegant person, so I'm going to the opera
and the ballet.” But the pieces they could
be seeing that really are dealing with some
issues that are familiar to them, and frankly
dealing in a vernacular in movement and
language that is more contemporary with
their lives, they're not necessarily getting
out to see that stuff. And it's just an educa-
tion process.

I really feel like you can go into the the-
ater with the expectation that something
is going to happen to you...personally. That
something is going to become dislodged or
rearranged or some slight new perspeetive
or something emotionally is going to open
up or be revisited, something vou kind of
locked away. And that that experience can
be a really powerful experience. Go with
an appetite for that experience. I'm pretty
sure, particularly with this piece of work,
[OutSmart readers] et 1t.

Joe Goode Performance Group

The 75-minute program is presented at
Wortham Center, 500 Texas. on March 6
at 8 p.m. Tickets ($20—-%$45) are available
at spahouston.org, at 713/227-4SPA, or at
Jones Hall (615 Louisiana).

Neil Ellis Orts is a regular contributor to Out-
Smart magazine.

Come meet our new trainer, Terry Wilson

Fajitas & Margaritas

Lowrenzo's -
& Tiempa

530 -850 pw

Host: John Danielson, lll

3618 Burlington Street « Houston, Texas 77006
Hors D'Oeuvres courtesy of Dwane Todd, Attorney

CUSTOM CLOSETS
MURPHY BEDS
HOME OFFICE
GARAGE STORAGE
CUSTOM PANTRIES

www.SpaceManager.com
713.688.8808

Free In-Home
Design Consultation

Visit our Showroom at 3556 West TC Jester

HOoME & OFHICE

MONTROSE
COUNSELING
I cenTER

i, o3, 2009

i $30 per person
w ” $25 for seniors

All Things Gomputer

Drop In ® Drop Off ® House Calls

713.979.4500

4001 N. Shepherd Rd.
Suite #100 / Houston / TX 77018

computer-wiz.net
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OPEN THURSDAY UNTIL 8 P.M.

o
Iy

For a Lifetime Commitment

Javlin

Spartas

| WJ Marks (*‘)

‘Houston's Finest Jeweler "
3841 Bellaire Blvd. - Houston - 713-668-5000

2623 Town Center Blvd. - Sugar Land - 281-275-5000
Hours: Mon.-Sat.10-6 Thu. 10-9

ALmosT. BEGIN CREATING THE REST OF YOUR FAMILY BY
CONTACTING THE DONOR SOLUTION TODAY FOR A CONFIDENTIAL
AND COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION ON FAMILY BUILDING
OPTIONS AVAILABLE THROUGH SURROGACY AND EGG DONATION.

QUTSMART.THEDONORSOLUTION.COM

£

Donor Solution
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ah uck lﬂf re (producer, The Big Bang Theory, Two and a Half Men)

(The Big Bang Theory vanity card, 2/9/08)
One of Chuck Lorre’s “vanity cards,”

messages that flash at the end of his television shows:

“Awise man once told me that we are all God in drag. I like that.
Sometimes when I'm in a public place or sitting at a stoplight,
I'll watch people walking by and I'll silently say to myself. ‘He's
God. She's God. He's God. She's God.” Before long I always find
myself feeling a warm sense of affinity for these strangers, The
experience is even more powerful when I do this while observing
a person who is clearly suffering. On occasion I'll test my little
spiritual practice by turning on Fox News. Within minutes I

become an atheist.”

Jason Segel & Paul Rudd

( Entertainment Weakiy, 2/13/09)

Re: Jason Segel and Paul Rudd in the new comedy I Love You,

Man (March 200

Jason Segel; This is our third movie together. There’s definitely

a bromance that’s been growing. And yvou know what they say

about the third date....

Gavin Castleton ...,

(2/08, Peter Galvin)

Peter Galvin:...| know some gay
guys who really think you're hot.
It's not just about the looks—
it's the emotional sensitivity that
they find attractive. Have you built
up any kind of gay fan base over
the years?

Gavin Castleton: This question
makes me very sad. Being objeeti-
fied undermines the . . . 15 years
I've dedicated to making thoughtful

music. Any attention given to me as a

person, especially something so irrelevant as my appearance, is
shifting the focus from my work, which can impact people deeper anve es

a series of changing, witty

(The Advacate, 3/09, Ari Karpel)
Just before moving to New York [in 1992], Sykes married
record producer David Hall. “1 actually made the choice
to be straight as a kid,” she says. “Early on | knew [being
gay] wasn't gonna fly. No way. And from the teachers and
the church and all, it was, This is wrong! What's wrong with
me? And you pray and ask God to take it away, and you
bury it and bury it, and you shut that part of yourself off.
Then you try to live the life that you're supposed to live.” . ..
[Sykes was in Las Vegas when post-Proposition 8
rallies were planned across the country. At the one
in Vegas, one of the event’s organizers mentioned
that there was a rumor that she was in the crowd.
She went onstage and spoke.] She ended the
impromptu presentation with a statement of
pride: “I'm proud to be a woman, I'm proud to be
a black waman, and I'm proud to be gay. Let's go
get our damn equal rights.”
By the time she'd returned to her hotel room,
news that Sykes had come out of the closet was on
the CNN crawl. “| was like, Damn, whatever happened
fo 'What happens in Vegas ... ?"”

'Wanda Sykes (seen here on The Tonight Show): is she proud to be gay?

Inser: On The New Adventures of Old Christine, Barb (Sykes) and Christine (Julia
Louis-Dreyfus) were smiling before they were told, that because they're married, they
broke a family values clause and could lose the gym they own. FY|: they gave up their
gym rather than support discrimination of gays.

Mel White & Mike White

{ Entertainment Weekly, 2/13/08, Jessica Shaw)
Just when you think the race aruund the world can’t throw you a curve, [The Amazing Race 14]

LASt Vegan Screenwri i Thite (School of Rock) is gay rights activi Mel. “I had

some trepidations,” says Mike about d‘-lll'lk. son 14. “Nothing makes me regres ster than being

embarrassed by my dad on television.” Mel, however, embraced team spirit. “[Mel] came over like,

*We have to get matching outfits! I said, ‘I'm not going to be Liza Minnelli to your Judy Garland.” Toni Collette (seen here in

i P TR W ibon siione olill i - 2004's Connie and Carla):
f{Ar press time, the Whites were still in the race.) a5 Bos henging out

with drag queens?

Mel 'n’ Mike White,
in matching outfits.

{ The Advacate, 3/09, Brandon Voss)

Cherry Jones Toni Collette: [Wlhen we

and longer than any physical attribute. In regards to building Details, 3/09, Ivan Solotaroff) (TV Guide, 2/09, William Keck) were shooting Connie and
a gay fan base, I find that people respond positively to honesty “Take the word gay—like, in William Keck: You've been in a relationship with Carla, we went to a local bar
and introspection, regardless of their sexual orientation. hip-hop, that's a negative actress Sarah Paulson (Studio 60 on the Sunset where they did drag shows.
it thing, right? But in the past Strip and ABC's upcoming Cupid) for the past five Hanging out with the drag

s ﬁh El two, three years, all the gay years. How did you feel about California’s Prop. 8 queens on set was my favor-
Enu rls : --' ayg {Utah state senator) people I've encountered have overturning gay marriage? ite part of working on that
(Reed Cowan) been, like, really, really, extreamely Cherry Jones: | hope it will be repealed because | don't maovie. They have an :r|.na1*:-.
This past January, Senator Chris Buttars was interviewed by dope. Y'know, | haven't, like, gone to a gay bar, think the majority should be allowed to take away the acerbic wit and.sense of irony
Reed Cowan for his documentary 8: The Morimon Proposition, nor do | ever plan to. But where | would talk to a rights of the minority. | originally wanted the movement 1"16.{ doesn't exist elsewhere.
In the documentary, Buttars says, “Homosexuality will always gay person—the conversation would be mostly to be about civil unions, because to Being from Australia, which
be a sexual perversion. And I\mu- say that around here now, .'1|-ui around, like, art or design—it'd be really dope. me, “marriage” is more of a religious is a very dry place, | met my

From a design standpoint, kids'll say, ‘Dude, those bond and civil union is about the match with those guy-gals.

everybody goes nuts. But [ don't care.”

He also states, “What is the morals of a gay persen? You can't
answer that, because anvthing goes. They wanna talk about
being nice—they're the meanest buggers ['ve ever seen.”

And, saving the best for last: “They're probably the greatest
threat to America going down I know of.”

state. But | now appreciate that Brandon Voss: What ad-
they went for broke, and | do vice would you give a
balieve that in another four or five drag queen who wanted
years the majority of those who to impersonate you?
voted for Prop. 8 will be ashamed Oh, God, | probably wouldn't
of themselves, give any. I'd just sit back and
laugh my head off.

pants are gay.' But if it's, like, good, good, good
fashion-level, design-level stuff, where it's on a
higher level than the average commercial design
stuff, it's, like, gay people that do that. | think that
should be said as a compliment. Like, ‘Dude, that's
s0 good it's almost... gay.”

SYKE
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by John W. Stiles

ent, the Broadway

phenomenon and

winner of four Tony
awards as well as a Pulitzer,
began its National The-
ater Tour last month after
12 years playing to SRO
wdiences in New York. In
expectation of the enormous
marketing opportunities
presented by the Rent tour,
Sony Pictures managed to
film the very last Broadway
performance of the origi-
nal run. Now you
can not only see Ren!
over and ever again,
but you can watch
a charming special
feature wherein several
thousand die-hard Rent

s vie for seats in the

first two rows in a special
Rent version of The Amazing Lottery, Rent,
Sony would have us believe, is the sort of

theater (and Blu-ray digital e »||( rience)

that L'l-i'l:l:’.'h\ll.![':'__' ce ration
‘Hent can change your nyriad
||||:|l|‘- -!'.'.[i.”"'"'.""l.l" I'e ||!I'\

DVD/ VHS Sh OIS Previews by Nancy Ford

Noah's Ark: Jumping the Broam

Fans of the popular Logo series flocker
n record numbers to this big-screen
treatment of the wedding-day saga of
four gay African-American friends. The
i double disc DVD includes soundtrack,
out-takes, and "making of” bonus
features. Nominated for two MAACP Image Awards
Directed by Patrick-lan Polk ( Punks). Paramount Home
Entertainment (logoonline.com)

Choke

What could be funnier than Sam Rock-
well (Frest/Nixon) starring as a colonial
theme park employee as he struggles
with sexual addiction? Angelica Huston
costars; bonus features include a gag
reel. (Ha—get it?) Winner of the Special
Jury Prize at the 2008 Sundance Film Festival. Directed
by Clark Gregn. Twentieth Century Fox Home Entertain-
ment (foxhome.com).
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LOW RENT

The musical may be popular, but it'’s no Puccini

available on Seny Blu-ray) veritably shout

from the back cover. But as [ remarked to

a friend pressing me to join him on a “life
changing” spiritual retreat, I like my life
Just fine the way 1t 15, thank vou
Whether you elect to buy this prod-
uet, simply rent it, or eschew it entirely
will lllll st LlIlI|I| v be llll_ AT |_?|-'-|!:':\
W ||I|.\= of the fo I.'I\.I:I\_ descri ptions comes
g like you. One, Rent

g experience validating

closest to sound

1 1
was a hife-chang

Laughing Matter...Next Gen

Young gay and lesbian comedians strut
their punch lines and share private ma
ments in director Andrea Meyerson's
atest tribute to queer stand-up. Fea-
tures [|‘i|ﬂ|'JI|A|J|'ir_I"ilm a Bigelow, Ryan
= Hill, Danie| Leary, Bridget McManus

and Amy Bee. March 17. Ariztical Entertainment
(ariztical.com)

Qut at the Wedding
r‘"w-—. What's harder: telling your conservative
Southern family you're gay, or telling
2& them you're straight but engaged to a
I Jewish African American? Veteran of
many a John Waters film, Mink Stole is
a featured player in this romantic romp
directed by Lee Friedlander (Exes and Ohs). Winner
of the Audience Award for Best Feature Film at the
2007 Newfest New York LGBT Film Festival. Paramount
Home Entertainment (logoonline.cam)

vour decision to indulge
your youthful fantasies
well past the point your
friends and family called
seamly.

Twao, you were once
pleasantly entertained hy
the energy and earnest
ness of the Kent experi-
ence, but you didn't then
and don't now see yoursel{
as a Bohemian.

Three, you haven't a
clue what any of this is
about. If you're in this
third category (or either
of the first two really),
LJu_‘,'nl'_II':-h-l.'”.: [l enormous
favor and find the 1988 film version of the
classic Puccini opera upon which Rent is
ed. It’s called La Boheme, and it stars
Mirella Freni and Luciano Pavarotti. See-

ing, and especially hearing, that particu
lar version of La Boheme h-...’ might be
the sort of life-changing eXperience any of

us would embrace

7 to UutSmart

Oito; or, Up with Dead People

Gay zombies in Berlin—what's not to
8 love? Expect this freak fest from avant
director Bruce LaBruce (Skin Flick,
Super 87) to achieve cult film status.
Katharina Klewinghaus and newcomer
Jey Crisfar star in this 2008 Best Pic-
ture winner of Milan’s International Lesbian and Gay
Film Festival. Strand Releasing Home Entertainment
(strandrele

RASINg.com)

Ready? OK!
e [fichael Emerson (Lost) co-stars in this
ﬁﬁdﬁ poignant comedy focusing on a single
"-ﬁ J‘: mom's hope that her young son soon
" drops his cheerleader’s pom-poms to
1 take his place on the wrestling sguad.
L= | A favorite of audiences at Seattle. San
Diego, New York City, and North Carolina gay film
festivals. Directed by James Vasquez (28th and Gay).
March 24. Wolfe Video (waolfevideo.com), m

Make Your Deposit Today For The Lowest Package Deal - Space is Going Fast
Don't Wait Til The Last Minute - Go Online NOW And Reserve Your Spot

D Club Drais
«ae ClUbKrave
T%T Club Tryst

(The Wynn Hotel%

)i Studio 54 ¥

PARTY AT THE HOTTEST CLUBS

with Dis, MCs, Male & Female Entertainment,
The Ball & Much More from across the country

The Hottest W@ék@ﬂd in &in City

FOR MORE INFO: www. temptedZtou ch4u.com
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“Done Right Guaranteed”

T Iy

- www.guaranteemovers.vpweb.com

‘ SATAS Q)

'thzﬁul lic. & sl

thinking
about
a trim?

We have:
* Free Parking
= Personalized

Service { )
* Appointment "'4 /
& Walk-Ins
* Shoeshine

Alyo visit
Exscure 247 6V

— 14434 Hemp
: 113319944

We carry the
Best New Releases
in Houston! d
* Magazines, Games, & Gifts
* Huge selection of Lubricants & Lotions
* Al $12.95 & $14.95 DVDs Buy 2 get |

14002 Northwest Fwy- (Hwy 290)
(exit Tidwell | between Tidwell & Fairbanks N, Houston)

713.462.5152

executivevideoxxx.com
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Movies

by Steven Foster

TUMBLEWEEDS
AND TRANSSEXUALS

A fascinating new documentary focuses on the tiny town
of Trinidad, Colorado, population 9,000—
and sex change capitol of the world

1en most people think of Colorado,

laid-back Boulder, snowy Aspen,

and cosmopolitan Denver are the
go-to's. But when thousands of others pon-
der the Centennial State, the little town of
Trinidad comes to mind—and its reputation
as the “sex change capitol of the world.”

Ta find out how this tiny outpost of
barely 9,000 people became the mecca
for sexual reassignment surgery, don't
miss the remarkable new documentary by
noted Austin filmmakers P.J Raval and Jay
Hodges, Trinidad explores the recent past
and ponderous future of the town whose
inhabitants are (literally) in transition.
The film follows the
fascinating, sometimes
frustrating journey of
three transsexuals in
various stages of the
transgender process;
Dr. Marci Bowers, Sa-
brina Marecus, and Dr,
Laura Ellis
It all started in

1969, when kindly
old Dr. Stanley Biber
performed the first “sex
change” operation in Trinidad. (Culture
geeks are probably aware of Biber's name
from an infamous South Park episode,
if not the hundreds of media articles on
the good doctor.) When Biber began his
practice, the slice-and-dice procedure of
removing a penis and tranforming it into
a vagina was a fledgling, workmanlike
procedure at best. But Biber revolutionized
the process, advancing genital reassign-
ment surgery into something of a medical
miracle and surgical game changer. Frus-
trated by the less-than-artistic aesthetic,
Biber created genitalia that resembled
the actual genitals and, what's more, they
worked remarkably like the real thing. His
pioneering efforts drew pre-op transsexu-
als and those with gender dysphoria from
all over the world, and by the time of his
retirement, Biber had performed almost
6,000 GRSs.

From almost shocking,
decades-old surgical
sketches to vivid,
headspinning footage
of the procedure, the
documentary pulls

no punches.

When Biber did retire, Dr. Marci Bow-
ers left a lucrative practice as an OB/GYN
in Seattle to inherit Biber's mantle. But
Bowers had one important difference:
she'd been there on the other side, whereas
the man's man Biber had not. So Bowers
gave a certain spiritual resonance to the
procedure, and, believe it or not, most resi-
dents of Colorado didn’t bat a prejudicial
eye. The other two Bowers subjects don't
find Trinidad as open-armed

Naturally, Trinidad does reveal the
small-town folks you'd expect. There are
the toothless good old boys in gimme caps
who “just don’t get it” and the stalwart
church-goer who's
seripturally opposed
to the whole transgen-
der debate. But T'rini-
dad is also filled with
dress-shop dowdies
who only want to help
the new girls in town
look better, farm-
ers who realize that
without the surgeries
there would be no hos-
pital for anybody, and
children of men-who've-become-women
who stand by their parent while debating
whether to call Dad “Mom.” And these
transsexuals aren't above the oecasional
catty Real Houswives of Trinidad behav-
ior either, And those with weak stomachs
should be prepared, the doc doesn't spare
any Nip/Tuck-like details. From almost
shocking, decades-old surgical sketches
to vivid, headspinning footage of the
procedure, the documentary pulls no
punches,

Gripping, enlightening, and frequently
deeply moving, Trinidad is that rare docu-
mentary that educates while it entertains.

Plan ahead: PJ Raval and Jay Hodges’
Trinidad screens April 4, 7 p.m., at Rice
Cinema. Details: ricecinema.rice.edu.

Steven Foster is a regular contributor to Out-
Smart magazine.

Fanny Ardant Ania Bukstein Michal Shtamle

the Secrets®

A Film by Avi Nesher
“One of the most remarkable movies of the year...”
- Wdrew The Kew York Obseney
“The Secrets.is proof again that lesbian drama con be done
beautifully and poignantly.*

-

URBAN SOLES
—a YT T RO T ~—

506 W. 19™ STREET
(IN THE HEIGHTS)

SuppeRT YeoUuR ComMURNITY
SkeR LecAl

Footwear for
the Urban Adventurer

We carry Merrell, Keen,
Clarks, Earth, Simple, Birkis,
El Naturalista, Chaco, Bern,
Smartwool and many more!!!

www.UrbanSolesOutpost.com

713-880-1187

I've shot everyone from
Bush to Obama.

Ya think | can handle shooting

something for you?

PAM FRANCIS

7135281672 | www.PamFrancis.com | PamFrancis@PamFrancis.com
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GrooveOut
by Gregg Shapiro

HOME ‘AT LAST’

An interview with the newly out Ann Hampton Callaway

n At Last (Telare), Callaway
just may get her wish “to help
the world fall in love.” Fueled

y “the power of music,” the “eclectic
and very personal” selection of mate-
rial on the album includes a reading of

“Over the Rainbow” that reveals new

tints in the oft-performed standard.

There's an interesting Joni Mitchell

connection to be found on the dise as

well. Callaway covers “Comes Love,”
which Mitehell recorded on her Both

Sides Now dise, and follows it with a

genuinely original reading of Mitchell's |8

“Carey.” She also does a hearthreaking

rendition of the Stevie Nicks/Fleet-

wood Mae gem “Landslide,” and both
Callaway originals “Save a Place for

Me” and “Finding Beauty” fit perfectly
with the other material. The album is
especially significant in that
its release is timed with Cal-
laway’s willingness to speak
openly about being a member
of the GLBT community. We
spoke, fittingly enough, shortly
before Valentine's Day

Gregg Shapiro: I'm one of those
people who devours liner notes...

Ann Hampton Callaway: Oh, you're a rarity.

There are few of you left.

| know! And | love what you
wrote in the CD booklet about how
“good songs remind us that there is more

to life than headlines.” Was that one of

the motivators in collecting these songs
for this disc?

I think it's a way of me articulating the
backdrop of the power of the adventure
of love within a time that contains so
much uncertainty. 1 think the impor-
tance of finding connection becomes
even more urgent when you leel so
uncertain about the world you're living
in and what’s going to happen the next
moment. And having someone to share
that adventure with becomes a height-
ened yearning and experience when you
have this sense of impermanence inside
YOUT CONSciousness.

When we look at our lives, we're
. There's so

much data coming at us at

so information-obsessed. . .
all times,
I think that the importance of songs
now becomes even greater because
we've become so in our heads that we
.forget what it's like to disappear into a
gorgeous world, which music seems to be
able to create better than almost anything
I know. Especially during the last eight
years of a truly mind-boggling time, and
the whole heightened political season of
“who's going to be my next leader” and
“what kind of country am I living in," I think I
have been particularly anxious about things.
So having found a partner and being able
to celebrate finding this partner through my
music has been a joyous occasion. [ want to
spread the joy and I want to kindle that —+

GrooveOut Shorts

Gregory Douglass
Battler

Inspiration for this Logo Click List
| favorite's seventh album came from
HBO's Six Feet Under, lending it a
palpable quirkiness and introspec-
tion. The powerful “Cathedral” and
the darkly carnival-like “Day of
the Battler" deserve a listen. March 3. Emote Records
(gregorydouglass.com). —Review: Nancy Ford

Gene Dante

The Romantic Lead

Zigay Stardust finds new life in this
alt rock, sans visible glitter. Steady
beats prevail, though lyrics like “ My
d--k is a song, not super long, but it
pounds like a hammer," are not for
the faint of musical heart. Omnirox
Entertainment (genedante.com). —Review: N.F,
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Knox Bronson
The Seasons

The four tracks of this CD indi-
vidually pay homage to summer
(specifically, of '68), followed by
fall, winter, and spring—presumably
of the year of your choice—in this
electro-tonal “symphony for the new
century.” Vivaldi, he’s not. Tangerine Sky Interactive
(theseasonscd.com). —Review: N.F,

Nat King Cole

Re: Generations

The King's songs live on in 21st-cen-

tury technology via these immacu-

lately produced re-do’s featuring

contemporary artists like Nas ("The

Wa% Game of Love™) and WillLAm and
daughter Natalie ("Straighten Up and

Fly Right"). Capitol/ EMI (emicap.com), —Review: N.F

Various Artists

Famfdden Broadway Goes to Rehab
Writer/director Gerard Alessan-
drini has masterfully parodied top
Broadway tunes in no less than 10
volumes now, with slaphappy take-

1 offs on Gypsy, Young Frankenstein,

-l and Xanadu rising to the top on this

one. DRG Records (drogrecords.com). —Preview: N.E

India.Arie

Testimony: Velume 2, Love & Palitics

The soulful siren follows up her first
Testimony volume, which concen-
trated on love and relationships,
with this more serious step-up. Her
“Chocolate High," the first breakout
single, is joyously appropriate to
begin the age of Obama. Universal Republic (India.arie

.com). —Preview: N.F, —

NEW IN THE HEIGHTS!

Downtown Views
& Garage Parking

Stainless Steel
Appliances

Voted One of the Best New Bestaurants
& One of the B est (;.?Jﬂﬂ P("QEJLWJDT Il

P
mitese =

8200 SW Frwy 9924 145 N, (Exit West Rd)

Exit Beechnut/Gessner . 281-598-4980 CATERINE
713.776.2930 FOR PICK-UP
12602 Westhaimer & Bairy Ashiord \ A — OR DELIVERY

261.5975383

Rainbow Room
Now Open

8015 Winkler DT -45 South
T13.041.5524

Largast Selection of
GLBT Prodwels in
the Areal

o

713-799-1300

Dine Right, Late Night

Monday = 11 am - 10 pm
Tues/Wed/Thur « 11 am - Midnight

Friday/Saturday * 11 am - 3 am

BB’s Cajun Cafe

2710 MONTROSE BLVD.
713/524-4499

“BEST NOVELTY SHOP™

-HOUSTOMN PRESE

CAAMENSBOUTIGUE.COM
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Education. Experience. Integrity.
Exquisite rugs for discriminating tastes.
Services include wash, repair, installation

and appraisal.

Mehdi Abedi, Ph.D. and Lisa Skappey, Ph.D.

Showroom in the Houston Design Center
7026 Old Katy Rd., Suite 164, Houston, TX 77024
713-522-7870 www.pridefpersia.com

Appointments recommended,

4]
BEB
——

—

Visit Our New Showroom in the
HOUSTON DESIGN CENTER - 7026 Old Katy Rd., Suite 164

This is not a madel!
Lucy is an actual client!

Pet Sitting &

IN THE HEIGHTS

Experienced = Professional » References
Competitive Rates: $33/day or $16.50 per visit,
Special Neighborhood Discount $25/day

713-869-3698
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m confinued from page 74

hope in people—the beauty of music and
what it can do, whether you're single or with
someone or entertaining the thought of be-
ing with someone. . . .

Did the events of the 2008 election, includ-
ing the passage of Prop. 8 in California,
have any impact on your coming out, as it
did with Wanda Sykes?

Yes! [ was thinking about that today. You're
the first person I'm talking to about this
openly. I've always been a combination of a
magnanimous personality—I love people, 1
love my audiences, I'm so interested in the
world, But I'm also a very private person.
I've been partnered with people who have
been very private, s0 it’s been an interesting
climate throughout my life of those two dif:
ferent emotions and energies going on.

But I think the urgency of needing to
elect a leader that was going to bring about
the kind of change that was desperately
needed—I started to get 50 much more out-
ward with my friends and my community.
For instance, being on Facebook and writing
so openly about feelings. Trying to really
connect with many people about theze ideas
and get more energy of a bigger and more
powerful “us,” I think has been a part [of
it]. I think turning 50 last May [2008] was
another eye-opening, \‘UI?I'I'J]‘.}[ |.l".':-':|.-;-.*.'."'|_ 3

Okay, here | am being an advocate of
people being their true selves and fulfilling
their greatest potential, and I'm always
trying to nurture that in other people, and
[ looked philosophically at my own life and
I realized that for me to own up to that wish
for myself ] had to be willing to step forward
into the light and speak more candidly about
my life and what I've learned. Politically,
['m a very political person. Being raised by
a journalist [John Callaway], he fostered
the idea of always seeing both sides of the
picture. I'm a very passionate person and |
do feel that, in our lifetime, that it's essential
for us to fight for human rights

There was a great, great victory to have
Barack Obama elected as our president
But it was a huge disappointment to have
Prop. 8. So I do feel that it's time for me to
do my part. That’s one of the reasons I'm
stepping out.

I'm glad that you mentioned your father,
because the coming-out process can be
difficult at any age-did you get uncondi-
tional love and support from your family?
I have it now. Because I'm not a black-and-
white story—I've been very attracted to
men. I've had a lot of relationships with men
and I'm still attracted to men. But I don’t fall
in love with men. So because my parents —

Groove Out Shorts connved from page 74

Kylie Minogue

Boombox: The Remix Album 2000-2008

M Chemical Brothers, Fischerspoon,
and other top pop producers took
turns churning out tunes for this col-
lection of hits from the international
dance icon. Oddly, the 2007 Greg
L Kurstin mix of her mega hit, "Can't
Get You Out of My Head,” is only available via iTunes.
Astralwerks Records (emi.com). —Preview: N.F.

Willie Nelson
Naked Willy
B Here, the enduring Red-Headed
RN Stranger delivers tunes recorded
between 1866 and 1970, this
time with the major orchestration
e » stripped away to reveal the un=-
WY complicated, straight-ahead basic
Willie. Purist heaven, for those whao prefer their steak
without the sauce. RCA/Legacy (legacyrecordings.
com). —Review: N.F.

ey 4

Rihanna

Good Girl Gone Bad: The Remixes

The self-explanatory title says it.
Top dance producer/DJs like Tony
SRR PSR Moran, Seamus Haji, and others redo
the lovely Rihanna's scorcher 2007
LP that brought us the multiple-
Grammy'd hit, “Umbrella,” and more.
Def Jam (rihannanow.com). —Preview: N.F.

Various Artists

Rodgers & Hammerstein's Allegro

Collectors will appreciate this 1947
piece by musical theater's most
venerated legends. Considered one
& of Broadway’s first “gxperimental”
shows, it gets a second chance
with a newly recorded reproduction
featuring heavy-hitters Liz Callaway, Nathan Gunn, Audra
McDaonald, and others. Sony Masterworks (sonymaster
waorks.com), —Preview: N.F.

Gavin Castleton
Home

This eclectic compaoser deals
with severe heartbreak with this
14-song narrative that begins
with falling blissfully in love and
J ands with 2omhies. Rhythmically

imbalanced and disturhing, yet
oddly irresistible, especially “The Human Torch.” Five
One Records (gavincastleton.com). —Review: N.F,

Daniel Lenz

Stuck in a Dream

Hard-driving electronica mixes with
a taste of rock 'n’ roll and hip-hop
to make for a heady blend on Lenz's
first solo album that smacks (ne pun
intended) a bit of Prodigy. “Push the
Tempa" is especially anarchic. March
5. Psykohed Music (daniellenz.com), —Review: N.F. W
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[ es Misérables

“ONE OF THE BEST MUSICALS OF ALL TIME!"
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|

HOBBY CENTER
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TUTS.COM 713.558.TUTS

.UTK-' UK Thursday, Mar. 26. After the performance, mingle with fhe
cost and listen to fabulous cabaret music with your GLBT friends of Artista.

Enjoy complimentary hor d’oeuvres and

drinks at Happy Hour prices.

CHASEQ & ST LUKE'S o
' HOUSTON; :CHRONICLE

We stayed...We lived it...
AND WE’RE BACK!
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THE\AGENCY'

Private, exclusive and personalized dating network for professional
gay men in Houston. Provides introductions and organizes dates.

For more info about The Agency and fo apply, visit us af

Bopy Wraes « Facrars « Now-Surcicat Face Ligrs

OLYMPIAN
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
BARBER

Voted Best Hairstylist and
One of the Best Massage Therapists
2007 & 2008 OutSmart Readers” Choice Awards

MASTER BED VIEW

www.theagencyhouston.com
4245 San Felipe, Svite 1100,
Heuston, TX, 77027
T 713 948 7838
F 713 748 7839

LIVING ROOM &
KITCHEN VIEW

FOR SALE $234,000

RESORT-LIKE LIVING

Beautiful home backing onto Crystal
Lake in Pearland Texas. 3 bedrooms,
2 1/2 bathrooms, 2716 sq. ft, |
Hardwood floors, plantation shutters,
fantastic west- ; : 4
facing sunset
lake views.

For inguiries, call
936-321-4585
and ask for Liz.

FOR MUST SEE PICTURES, VISIT
www.1402CrystalLake.com

78 MARCH 2008 QutSmart

GrooveQut continued from page 76

understood that about me, I think they
always entertained the thought that maybe
the right man would come along. Eventually,
[ think they realized [laughs] that their
daughter was who their daughter was. I'm
very grateful that whatever difficulties they
had with it, they got through it all. Thave an
extremely supportive and loving family. I've
been out to my friends and so many of my
professional cohorts for years, . | .

Harvey Fierstein has been a great mentor
and a part of my life. [Sir] Ian McKellan took
me aside at a BBC interview years ago in
London and told me how profound his coming
out was to his creative life. And that haunted
me for years. | remember afterward taking
a long walk by the Thames and thinking
about how much I yearned for that complete
freedom to be who I am. | was with a partner
at the time who was forbidding me from
coming out. That put a big restraint on my
own instincts and I kept with that lifestyle
for a while because of her. I am now looking
forward to seeing lan McKellan's words come

to life as [ break out of whatever threads of

webbing that [ have hidden behind.

How much did the inclusion of “Over the
Rainbow,” the unofficial gay national
anthem, have to do with this disc being
released at the time of your coming out?
[ think it's a subliminal message for me.
I didn’t consciously think, “I want a gay
anthem on my CD,” but in hindsight it's
perfectly poetie that it turns out to be that 1
needed to sing this song. [ felt such a reluc-
tance to sing a song that had been so identi-
fied with Judy Garland Hv]uf_! friends with
Liza Minnelli, I've always tip-toed around
that song. But when [ finally dared to sing
it on the centennial of Harold Arlen, 1 felt
s0 much emotion.

And seeing Judy Garland, as a young
girl, my first movie musical, [ was completely
mesmerized h_\' her [.JL'I'“»I'II‘L;HHT of that song
.. . I feel that that song, almost more than

anything else that | sing, expresses a life of

deep yearning for a place that is a safe place
to be myself. . . .

You've mentioned your partner Kari a num-
ber of times and the album is dedicated
to her. How long have you and Kari been
together?

We're going to celebrate our two-year an-
niversary in a few days.

For the complete interview with Callaway,
go to www.outsmartmagazine.com.

Gregg Shapiro is a past recipient of the annual
il -~ £
OutMusic award that recognizes contributions

by non-musicians in furthering the work of

GLBT performers.

Quality Dentistry

One Patient at a Time!

D.IDD.5., P.A.
COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

invisalign’

530 Wangh Dr.
Houston TX 77019

mLOEOY)
Clded e

SOCIETY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
PRESENTS

THE

TenTenors

“Their sound...is what's truly sexy.”
Los Angeles Times

OGAN

8 pm | Thurs., April 9

JONES HALL

OB

b Coantinemtal <
[ H-E-8 ] ComeiaiMardsr—  Conocophilips  “iiiines

713.227.45PA

www.spahouston.org
GROUPS OF 15 OR MORE, CALL 713.632.8113

O HN C OB L)Y

pohoo tn g foa iy

BUSINESS PORTRAITS « PORTFOLIOS o FASHION ¢« COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING
713 542 8277
www.johnconroyphotography.com
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ReadOut

by Terri Schlichenmeyer

STORM STORIES

In ‘Nine Lives,” author Dan Baum reveals the survivalist spirit of New Orleans residents

t happens every time: vou're busy, in a
Ilmrl'_\:. and somebody starts blah-blah-

blahing, making a long story longer.
You wonder if he'll ever get to the point.

Maybe you even say that: get to the
point

Everyone has a story.

In the new book, Nine Lives: Death and
Life in New Orleans by Dan Baum (Spiegel
& Grau), you'll read about nine people
from the Crescent City: stories, bracketed
by storms.

In 1965, Ronald Lewis found some-
thing more powerful than Mama: Hur-
ricane Betsy. Betsy went through the
Lower Ninth Ward like a hot spoon
through a snow-cone. Still, the
neighborheod couldn’t be kept down

by a storm, could it?

All his life, Anthony Wells heard
about New Orleans, but it seemed
that life took him everywhere but
there. He was in Vietnam, Los
Angeles, and later, he was bused to *
Tennessee. 3

John Guidos hid his secret from ?
everyone, because he knew what they'd
say: women's clothes are for women. But
inside his mind, John was a woman,
believing he was alone in his feelings. By
the time John became JoAnn, he knew
otherwise.

For her first years of marriage, Joyce
Montana slept restlessly before Mardi Gras.
Tootie, her husband, was an Indian, mean-
ing he would likely come home bloodied. But

AulhorlDan Baum

DAN BAUM

Tootie knew there was another
way to fight: with splendor

Billy Grace's father wasn’t Uptown, so
it was a surprise when Billy was enfolded
into Society. Still, Billy wondered if he'd
ever be fully accepted.

All Tim Bruneau dreamed of was be-
ing a cop. But it took an aceident—and a
storm—to show Tim what life was like for
the people he arrested,

When gynecologist Frank Minvard
wanted to help his city, he ran for office of

coroner. His new job meant he would be in
charge of New Orleans’ dead, no matter
how they expired.

Jazz jangled Wilbert Rawlins Jr's bones,

right alongside responsibility. Wilbert was
passing that legacy to his band kids. He
was the only family some of them had, and
no storm would keep him from that.

All Belinda Carr ever wanted was to
leave New Orleans because she came up
hard. When she married Wilbert Rawlins
Jr., she hoped life would be different. It
took a storm to see the preciousness of
what she had.

Can [ say now that I loved this book?

Nine Lives reads like a novel: it sucks
you in with the first page, moving you
along with short-short chapters, swad-
dling you in little dramas, making you
gasp every now and then.

But it's not a novel. It's all true.

[ loved how author Dan Baum unfolds
each of his subjects’ stories, telling most of
them at a just-right pace, allowing one of
them to blurt his own tale. 1 loved the bru-
tal honesty between the pages, I loved the
uniquely “New Orleans” feel | got when I
was reading. I just plain loved this book.

When you're ready for a good set of
stories, don't miss this one. Nine Lives is a
book you should make a point to get.

Terri Schlichenmeyer works with over 250 news:-
papers and magazines around North America
and is the treasurer for her local PFLAG orga
nization, She lives ori a hill in Wisconsin with
e |£r|JI£d.'-' and FH.000 books

ReadOut Shorts

Milk: A Pictarial History of Harvey Milk
Foreword by Armistead Maupin

Newmarket Press (newmarketpress.com)

This new book celebrates Harvey
Milk's life and legacy in archival
photos (120in all), many rarely seen
g “, before, and in the words of those
who knew him best. Extracted from
interviews conducted by screen-
writer Dustin Lance Black while
researching his screenplay for the film Mifk, this unique
volume includes an introduction by Black, a foreward by
Armistead Maupin, and a special section on the making
of the movie. —Preview: Troy Carrington
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Pink!
Lynne Rickards
lllustrations by Margaret Chamberlain
Chicken House (scholastic.com)
| Patrick the Penguin wakes up
and discovers he has turned
‘ pink. Feeling that neither boys
§ ® | nor penguins can be pink, Pat-
| rick runs away o Africa to be
with the flamingos. Realizing
that he is safer and happier at
home, he returns to a warm welcome by all. Beautifully
illustrated, thisis a new classic in children's "be who you
are” stories. Ages 4-8. —Rewview: Angel Curtis

Muche Mojo and Savage Season
Joe R. Lansdale
Vintage Books (randomhouse.com)
I'U'l' R Hap is a good ole East
MmUCKO [A\‘JQDJ(IE Texas boy. Leonard is an
et African-American drag
queen. Lansdale turns this

d the best mystery series
: around. Great storytell-
ing and hilarious situations make Hap and Leonard a
perpetual favorite of mystery readers, For those of you
who came to this series late, the first two books in this
series have finally been reissued, For those who —

(/[/)Shockley

TAX PREPARATION & PLANNING

CATERING TO
HOUSTON'S
GLBT
COMMUNITY

s Domestic Partner Advice

# |ndividual Tax Returns

» Financial Statements

* Small Business Accounting

» Corporate & Partnership
Returns

e |RS Audit Defense

(Gayribbean*Hallot

October 25 November 1, 2009

Join our Gay and Lesbian group
aboard Carnival's Conquest

as we set sail from Galveston -
and call on the beautiful ports
in Montego Bay, Grand Cayman

and Cozumel. There is no'better

way to celebrate Halloween than
aboard a funship with Gayribbean
Cruises. Our fantastic Halloween
Castume Party, Nightly Mixers and
S0 MUCH MORE!

All-'—p.'us
2 Speclal Guests

"_; ]JJlLI ‘;373 28 =

mnls P

ihf.m:uw.u 4 :f.-.ﬁaruﬂ.am ,x' 2
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)| Carnival'

he run Sh|p5

Helping You Take
Control of Your Life
ey (&

Mike Harrison, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist
announces the opening of his private pr:lcﬁct:.

Serving the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual
and [r.m.-.&cndcmd Community

Take the first step today.
713.504.7772

mdharrisonphd@yahoo.com

Daytime, evening and weckend appointments are available.

Medicare '.u:(."'uptcd

“ want someone who will
listen to me!”

| understand.

Mike (

@ 713.528.4963
B713.528.1800

mikecoper
wiww, M

REMBX” METRO
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g Plumbing &
Vlllage Home Services

+ Plumbing
f Heating
L Air Conditioning
Appliance Repair

"4 “BBB congratulates
Village Plumbing &
Home Services for

being named a Winner
of Distinction,
3 years in a row.

g TRANE mnomz*

1 Forsd B S A o £ Tankdess ks Green™

KOHLER  Whirlpool

:I._'_x.-'_v' Westinghouse o v mar

713.224.drip (3747)

5403 Kirby at Sunset Blvd.
www.villageplumbing.com

> F) 8 A 6 P
_(Sat)9AH_t05PM

Custom Rug Work Room
Wall-to-Wall Carpet - Binding Service

3130 Rogerdale Rd., Suite 150 * waw.rubinscustomrugs.com

713.784 .1
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continued from page B0

don't know this series, lucky you: you can start at the
beginning. Kudos to Vintage Books for reissuing these
classics. —Review: A.C.

Atiack of the Theaier People
Marc Acito
Broadway Books (broadwayhooks.com)

The Houston connection in this zany,
iﬁ% quip-filled romp set in New York City

= in 1986 is a transplanted “Gaysian™

| named Hung Manh who dresses in a
| copy of the outfit Marlo Thomas wore
in the opening credits of her TV series,
That Girl ('65-"71). Laced with refer-
ences to beloved Broadway musicals, this is “that" kind
of book. —Review: Donalevan Maines

Cool Thing: The Best New BGay Fiction from
Young American Writers
Blair Mastbaum, Will Fabro, Editors
Running Press (runningpress.com)
The 18 stories in this anthology are
meant to give us a glimpse into the
= lives of 20-samething gay men. De-
"y cades after so much gay fiction ended
in despair and suicide, this collection
depicts young gay life to be all about
drugs, sex workers, and other delu-
sions. This is progress? The writing isn't bad, exactly,
but much of it smacks of trying too hard to be edgy
and ends up merely sensational.

—Review: Neil Ellis Orts

Men fo Boys: The Making of Modern Immaturity
Gary Cross

Columbia University Press (http://cup.columbia.edu)
A Penn State professor asks “Where
have all the men gone?” in this look
at the rise of "basement boys," who've
shunned marriage, work, and family
to move back in with their parents.
Interesting that as a child, the author's
single mom was a bohemian painter
of abstracts. “We had two fellow art teachers over
for holiday dinners,” he writes. “They were the Two
Kens to us kids, though later | learned they were gay
partners.”" —Review: D.M.

The Decade of Blind Dates
Richard Alter
illniverse, Inc. (iuniverse.com)
| "Hope springs eternal” for lovelorn
| Peter Bauman, 45, a New England

DE“!E | painter who admits he's “no prime rib
Bfu,rp | on the gay meal rack.” His plunge into
ATES l persanal ads, hoping that each rendez-

I vous will yield the perfect partner, gives
ST T U readers who have the patience for this

sort of thing the oppartunity to prove another adage, that
“misery loves company.” —Review. DM, W

BOENIG & TEIR PLLC

6750 WEST LOOP SOUTH # 460

BELLAIRE TX 77401

RICHARD RAY

REALTOR

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
PHENOMENAL RESULTS

Top Producer

Most Closed
Transactions with
Heritage Texas
Properties in 2007

Recognized by
HBJs
Top 25 List

713.341.1651

HERITAGE

TEXAS PROPERTIES

: R

rray@heritogstesos.com
www.heritogetexas.com

Looking for Crate & Borral Restoration
Hardware®, Storehouse’ Style Furniture?

Come and see the smart alternative!

lenc Warehouse

~ No fancy showroom - we really are a warehouse in
. '. sy the Heights - just trend setting furniture at 30% to
ﬂ 50% less than your favorite stores and catalogs.

731 Yale Street
One block west of Heights Blvd.
(713) 822-3392

Wednesday - Saturday: 10am - 7pm, Sunday: 11am - 5pm
Frndusm mimwmm

Chic Warehouse s not associated with any refail store. All brand names and frademarks are
the property of their respective holders and are referenced here for descriptive purposes only.

5176 Buffaln SpeedwayBW/3¥669.7303
‘Lunch & Dinner,
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Compiled by Sheri Taylor Bockelman
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Counselor + Psychotherapist

‘Serengeti Nights" at the Houston Zoo

7113.522.7014

www.robertsnellgrove.com

Zebras and wildebeests 200 MONTROSE + SUITE 540

and gazelles—ch my!:
members of the Diana
Foundation join the
more than 4,500 non-
human residents of the
Houston Zoo (r) for their
56th annual awards
celebration.

Park §0: NeT
Electric Mud
bietween clay, irz

Guaranteed Lowest Prices on Lingerie,
Lotions, Boots, Costumes, Games and DVD's!

The Store for Lovers Since 1991

vlLoveWorksy

25170 I-45 N = (281) 292- 0070
Rayford-Sawdust at |-45 = | ||| der Bi oard! J
LL COMPETITOR CC

he Diana Foundation, Houston’s oldest gay social organization, presents its 56th annual Diana Awards on Saturday night,
March 21, from 7 to 11 p.m.
The black-tie evening, entitled “Serengeti Nights,” takes place on the grounds of the Houston Zoo. Activities include a silent

auction, a social hour, mingling with zoo animals, dinner, the awards presentation, a sea lion show, and dancing under the
stars, During the awards presentation, the foundation unveils its new Diana statuette.

Tickets for this event are $150 each and may be reserved by calling 713/639-2000. The charity beneficiaries of the evening
are the Pet Patrol and Bering Omega Community Services. —Brandon Wolf

AN Spectacles

on Montrose
distinctive eyewear

4317 montrose blvd
713.529.3937

Tﬁe Pie Dialogues. Dawn and ) SUIVive & parents a
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ey Vienr

Best Place
to Buy Eyewear

OutSmart Readers’
Choice Awards 2008
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Thank you
for your support!

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING: |
i} '\"I'\LII event; date/time; cost;
n/address; organization name; and two phone
ers—one h;.rt“_af.ﬁrn.,r. to.reach you for questions Mteanurs Queer Rad.io with Mtltnde YT piEinao a..—;.;.',".-- hi _ B

and one for OutSmart readers to get more info on you

event. E-san iwro ro. calendar@outsmartmagazine 1V test '

com. Mai iveo ro: OutSmart Magazine, 3406 Audub ity estabsl ’ R CE

Place, Houston, TX 77006. Fax inFo 1o: 713/522-3275 J ' M. he

NO LISTINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE y e

DEADLINE DATE—5 P.M., MONDAY, MARCH 9. 868-751¢ dio host ai riner present selected music from t Daily (Sun.-Fri.) y A .com
The Orphans is 2 poignant and humorous look at two eccentric 0s, playved like it was in the ‘605, exclusively from vinyl HIV Testing. Legacy Community Health Services offers free . )
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by Nancy Ford

DRIVE, HE SAID. The enthusiasts of the Classic
Chassis Car Club of Houston are celebrating

20 years of events at members’ homes, din-

ing excursions, and cruises through Houston
and surrounding areas. The group meets the
first Wednesday of each month—this month,
March 4—at 7 pm. at Hollywood Vietnamese

& Chinese Café, 2409 Mantrose Blyd. Details;
ccec-haustan.org.

MORE THAN 15 MINUTES. Vaughan Chris
topher Gallery hosts Midmight in the Garden of
Warho! and Haring, featuring works by Keith
Haring and a series of 10 hand-colored flowers

by Andy Warhal. Opening night cocktail recep-
tion is March 5, 6-8 p.m.; the exhibition runs
through mid-April. 1217 5. Shepherd Dr. Details
vaughanchristopher.com » 713/533-0816.

IRDS AND MORE. Unhinged Productions
presents Adam Back’s Five Flights, whicl

focuses on an inherited aviary and the issues

of religious conviction,
and the way Russian ballet resembles a hocke
Roy Hamlin directs. March 6-28, & p.m.
icore, 5102 Navigation Blvd. Tickets: $10-

$20. Details: 281/781-7035 =+ u-p.org,

ear of commitment,

CHARITY BALL. The women of AssistHers host
the group's 4th annual softball tournament, to
which spectatars are urged to bring whatever
makes them comfortable for a full of fun in
the park (except glass). An awards ceremony
follows the final championship game. March 7,
with no “rain out” date. Memorial P
and 5. Details: assisthers.arg

ark, fields 4

BEYOND MUSICAL BORDERS. The Houston
Pride Band presents its winter concert, The Best
of All Possible Worlds, featuring Russian royal
music, Australian folk songs, selections from the
Middle East and Brazil, and a special perfor
marnice from Leonard Bernstein's Candide. Come
for the music, stay for the silent auction, March
7, 7 p.m. Resurrection MCC, 2025 W. 11th St
Benefits Lesbian Health Initiative-Houston and
AIDS Foundation Houston. Tickets: $10. Details:
houstonprideband.org,
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HAPPY WORLD WIDE WOMEN'S DAY.
Dancepatheatre presents Caution: Women at
Wark at its International Women's Day Soiree,
featuring a wine reception, dinner, and silent
auction. The performance segment includes
guest poet/spoken-word artist Donna Garrett
accompanied by dancers Lindsey McGill and
Catalina Molnari performing the choreography
of Sara Draper. March 8, 7:30 p.m. Barmevelder

Movement/Arts Complex, 2201 Preston. Tickets:

$45. Details: 713/522-6000 = dancepath.com.
READ ON. Local cut playwright Eric James is
the initial featured author in a series of read-
ings presented by Wordsmyth Theatre. James'
Stop, Traveler examines what happens when a
gay man returns to his-estranged family in the
Midwest aftera 10-year absence. The series
continues the second Monday of April and May
with two mare authors. March 9, 7 p.m. Stages
Repertary Theatre, 3201 Allen Parkway, Details:
stagestheatre.com

20 YEARS OF GREEN. Montrose Counseling
Center's annual fundraiser celebrating all things
Ir|‘~'I Bringing in The Green, turns 20 this year,
"The event is a favorite of MCC's supporters, a
long-held tradition in Houston's GLBT communi-
ties, and one of our most successful fundrais-
ers," organizers say. John Danielson, the event's
underwriter, hosts the party at his home. March
13, Tickets: §50. Details/RSVP: 713/529-0037 »
montrosecounselingcenter.org.

MUSE MUSIC. Filmmaker Dee Mosbacher's
Radical Harmonies tells the story of the wom-
2n's music movement through word and—guess
what!—song, featuring trailblazers from Ronnie
Gilzert to Ani DiFranco. March 22, 10:45 a.m
The Women's Graup, First Unitarian Universalist
Church, 5200 Fannin, Details; 713/529-8571 »
HoustonWomens

Lﬁﬁupn o/

DIAMOND AN-
NIVERSARY (OF
SORTS). The
Montrose Softball
league kicks off its
30th anniversary
March 22, 8 am,,
at Slo Pitch City,
1826 Gault Rd.
Opening ceremo-
nies start at noon,
Next month, league _
players present
Pranksters and
Pumps, a charitable
drag show and

party benefiting AIDS Foundation Houston's
Camp Hope, Bering Omega Cammunity Servic-
es, and Legacy Community Health Services, on
April 4, 7 p.m., at Rich's. Details: montrosesoft
ballleague com.

WEET DANCE AT JONES HALL. Choreog-

rapher Alvin Alley has come a long way since
his birth in Rogers, Texas, in 1931. As part of a
50-aity global tour, his renowned dance com-
pany again proves its beauty, power, passion,
and artistry with Alvin Ailey American Dance
Theater at 50—A Golden Anniversary Celebra
fion. Includes Hope Boykin's "Go in Grace,” a
collaboration with the female a cappella musical
group Sweet Haney In The Rock. Presented by
Society for the Performing Arts. March 27-28, 8
p.m., with a March 29 matinee at 2 p.m. Jones
Hall, 615 Louisiana St. Tickets: §20-360. Details:
spahouston.org » 713/632-8113.

THREE'S A CHARM. The Imperial Court of
Houston presents the Mr, Miss, and Ms Mon
trose Pageant, with categories for 1) men pre-
senting as men, 2) men presenting as women,
and 3) women presenting as women. March
28 8 p.m., at E/l's, 2517 Ralph St. Details:
spacecityempire.org:

HEADS UP! The Kindred Spirits 2009 Charity
Golf Tournament & Dinner does not permanently
replace the group's traditional spring celebration,
organizers promise: the 2009 reunion dance is
scheduled for August, with date and location to
be announced. Meanwhile, the golf tournament,
with its accompanying barbecue awards dinner
and silent auction, benefits AssistHers, Bering
Support Network, Houston Buyers Club, and
Lesbian Health Initiative. April 25, 1:30 p.m.,

at Bear Creek Masters Golf Course, 16001 Clay
Road. Details: kindredspiritshouston.org. B

Vv Alvi
hq—_.- 4 : » 'Dance E:ompanv

confidential rapid HIV testing using the OraQuick-Advance col
ection method with results available within 20 minutes at the

jllowing community-based Iamwb * MONDAYS: AL Sta
‘\Jmsn\nvlume:‘uu M, 3415 Katy Froy idewood, 4-8pm;
Georce SrorTs Ban, 617 Fairview, 6-10pm AYS: 611 Hye
Parx Pug, 611 Hyd pm; Miotown Sea, 3100 Fan
apm, = WEDNESDAYS: ELLB Houston, 2205 Fann in, 8
El's, 2517 Ralph, 10pm-lam * FRIDAVS: Miotown §
Fannin, 5-9pm; El's, 2517 Ralph, Fri. Iu,)n I‘n -A*
isting of locations 15 also available by c: 713
Free confidential syphilis testing is also offe red. HIV &
testing is offered at the main clinic located at 215 Westheimer,
Man -Thurs. 1iam-Jpm and Fri. 11am-5pm

Daily (Sun.=Fri.)

HIV Testing. Planned Parenthood offers free anonymous
or confidential testin p at clinic locatic
p-“ak wr'" an Hi\ V cour nselor; 1-80

nt: 281/445-4553, H
936/634-8446 x223, Roser
281/494-9844.
Weekly (Mondays)
TG Suppnrl Group. One of the cldest go ll[‘l in Houston

3 B586 or trar ':iIIJ
Mulllatmn Mondays

‘»‘\.“maklv,-r (Tuesdays)
Houston Reller Derby Rec League. Cirls it
skating but need to learn more skating skills ar
I-J:r | the game and skate recreati ¥
skate with the
rd ~:||||\°'|

public
Wael-tly (Thursdavs}
neyresslon l Bipolar Support Gronp

0: housto
Biweekiy (2nd s 4th Wed )
City of Hnustnn TrinsGen_der ‘l'asi. Force s

transhouston.com
Biweekly (2nd & 4th Fri.)

Tralsgeml:r Buddhist Medlutlorl Gl‘wp offers a trad
tional Theravada h iddhist vipa
transgenders. 7-9
713/520-8586 or tr
Semlmonthly (2nd Tues. & 4th Sat.)

FTM 'FG Support Grnup some Transgenders Are
£ o FTM™ i

||c*|lr'r, fan |I5
4th ‘-afuld
J '::dl"hl‘:lj‘.l'..ll com

Monthly (2nd Tues.)

Free Legal Consultations for Anyone with HIV/AIDS.
AIDS Foundation Houston, Inc. (AFH, w id

Kating & Nechman LLF. have par
of fre "d|ll..|"l\']||:"fl]|"ﬂﬂ'II]\.I[\,|ﬂ|
fany ( ! .\I1J|.l'J”r\'f\ll||I ke

le ar make referrals to appn opriate legal
ations are held at the uﬁll(’L of Katine & Nechm
1111 North Loop West, o schedule an
appointment, clients should call the law office at 00
or use the contact box on the firm's wm.str {which has mare
info on the consultations): lawkn.com
Monthly (1st Fri.)

TG Social. The Friday Might Transgender
a-month event hosted by the TG Cente

Ul are the: wz&f

“totally Crganic tea shop

in Faustan

“our Neighberheed
[Hanely; Mamn™

Interior/Exterior Painting

TUSCANY REMODELING

HOUSTON OWNED & OPERATED
CORPORATE ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE

~695-6700

Excellent 24 Hour Service Since 1981

www.libertycab.net

The Newest
Computerized
Dispatching
System

T s s msepezamn waion gt e o] [
Irlhbullml I.m-‘l.('\l'l I)lt: I Crty ol laustan .

N0 N

- R=1: ¥ B

+ Anti-Aging
= Body Waxing

Houston'sdPREMIER
Handyman Service

@ H ouston
‘Honey Do~

www.houstonhoneydo.com

d.p. Etlinger, MBA

Owmner, Business Manger

(281) 546-3637
dp@houstonhoneydo.com

Ask about our SCULPTURE!
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T THCE #33328 / WPL #16724

713. 956 7733
www.LarryFrench.net

Designer and Architect on Staff
References / Insured
...also Complete Plumb—tng

Blue Line Bicycle Lahoratory
Sales and Service

. Www. bluelinéhikelabTom
Tune-ups in as litdas@@¥hours!

3302 White Oak Drive
Houston, Texas 77007

DutSmart Readers’
f'_ Choice Award '07 & 08

Voted Best
H,g:__lrstylllst

Appointients
& Walk InNSDK!
515 Westheimer 713 524-7858
www hairsalonhouston.com &
Mep. - Fri. 10am - 7om | Sal W0am - 6pm | Sun, Closed
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Art in the Park

pring is in the air, and
s0 is a whiff of oil paint.
More than 300 local and
international artists repre-
senting 19 different media
formats are converging once
again for the Bayou City Art
Festival Memorial Park.
The weekend-long
outdoor festival showeases
clay, drawing/pastel, fiber/
textiles, furniture, glass,
leather, metal, mixed media,
painting, photography, print-
making, sculpture, watercolor,
wood ereations—and jewelry.
One of the festival's
featured artists,
Diane Marshall, is a
Jjewelry maker who
creates her art with
stamped text, found
objects, and antique
photos with attention
to eonservation. In
fact, her entire booth
is recycled. “I'm
migratory, and
have a portable
workbench that
I travel with,”
Marshall, an out
lesbian, says. “1
follow the sun and
good weather.”

Monthly (2nd Sat.)
Secnml Saturdays at Winter 5t. Sludlns It’
Iy 1 Winter 5t ey d
3 great w
mian :
artists have ed dot on or near
0. All ar T W I anc I| pm
> 2101 Winter 53¢ Morein ;]
winter tstudios net
Monthly (4th Sat )
16 Suppnrlﬁraup Texas Asso i
5 anothe
aprofessi .ell, Flul,
being & tran
infa: 713/520-8586 or tran Ston.c
Slgmﬂ(ant ltﬂhers TG Support Ernup I
| "

20-B586 of ':|--.|‘.f.l 0l '_J.-',:n COIm
March 3 (Tues.)
Iraq and Beyond: The Ileal stnr J

1409 Sul Ross In.‘r: ruhLL-r 'a,;el org or 713/5
March 4 (Wed. )

Da Camera's A Little Day Music. University of Houston's
"|I'In'\h-‘ School Jazz Orchestra performs. Free. Noon, dfl|

] r Center, 500 Texas Ave. Info; dacamera
tom or 713/524-5050,

March 5,12, 19, 25, Apr.2 (Thurs.)

Lenten Recital Series. The St. Paul's Chamber Music Society's

Diane Marshall 3
and her §
recycled art.

Gene Allen and Rex
Nockengust, a couple for
almost 19 years, are also
jewelry makers. Actors
and gingers who traveled
the U.5. and the world
with the Golden Musicals
of Broadway, the San

Diego-based
couple brings
their eclectic
“Beach Glass
Bingo” to this
year’s BCAF.
The Art
Colony As-
sociation
produces the Bayou
City Art Festival
Memorial Park and
its autumn counter-
part, the Bayou City
Art Festival Down-
town, raising more
than $2.5 million in
its 38 years for local
nonprofit organiza-
tions. Tickets: $10;
children 12 and under
admitted free. March
27-29, 10 a.m—6 p.m.

Rex Nockengust e
and Gene Allen
and their
jewelry.

in Memorial Park.

Details: bayoueityart
festival.com » 713/521-
0133. —Nancy Ford

01 Main 51, Inf
March 6 (Frl )
loe Goodes Wnnderbor a1 |

Harch 6, 13 20 2?.& 28-(Fr| & Sat )
CnmadySpnrt; snnual € | 185

March 7 {Sat b]
Casserules and Cm:litails Aurara Hou

Os! Memor penod cockiails

nch-style

W.Org or

March 9 (Mon.)
Richard Price, bestselling

author of Lush £ ife, is guest speak-

i the Inprint i
the Alley Theatre, 515
March 10 (Tues )

Wrestling with the Angels: Asslstmg Penple through
I'lmes nl’SplrltuaI Stmggle t ohn E

all 713/7
March 12 (Thurs }
Ari Evuumg with Author Stephame Elnmndu Griest
e g e I|-

houstonlibrary.org or B3

March 12-14 (Thurs -Sat.)

\’oung Texas Artlsts Mnm (ump!tltilm 25th anmiversary

DI OF J50-44

- .March 14 CSaI ) -
nrs l\rrlta s A Muuml ﬂeamre Garden Wit

March 14-22 (Sat Sun )
Hnusmn A.rlmrelumsSprmg Nah\re FIanlSaIel i

VI

March 15 (S-I..II! )
:wlh AnnuaIAJDS Wallc |

ALK (5

Iﬂdea Samn Purple Hen-rfs~ﬂa(k from l'mq Docu-

March 17 (Tues.)
Todd Haynes and Richard Linklater. 525V,

Spring A/C Check-Up
Only 69°°

Lance Carnal
Ty Owner

—

lejas Air, Inc.
\

i e m————

. 832.287.6117 ueer

tejasair@sbeglobal.net www tejasair.com

“We’ll Steer you to the Front Door”
Corral a RODEQ Special. Call us.

| -‘_“ghﬂ"“ Roofing & Fenci,,;

Remodeling, Mobile Welding & More

S
713-823-6197
Callfor FREE estimatesll

Connect Now on
Houston’s hottest chatline!

Try it for FREE
713-929-0900

214-447-1100  817-259-0740
512-646-1130  713-929-0900

crREDIT cARDS AccerTep . @

Octavio Barrios, MD
Board Certified Family Practice

Montrose Location

15 Years Expenence
Primary Care
mn Houston Aread

Most Insurances Accepted

By Appointment Only

Board Centified - American Boand of Family Practice
Memnber - American Acaderny of Family Physicians
Pasadena
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday:
Haortron Family l:-.-u‘lh\.aa

Houston - Montrose
Tuesday, Friday:

Slan Renaissanoce Laser Center

"|1. 942 (gn 281 -w|" 2400

Kenny'Walker
Property Services
Air Conditioning
& Heating

Furnace + Evaporator » Condenser
And All Necessary Materials To
Properly Install Equipment

4 Ton System / Gas Furnace

» - — &

Equipment Change-Outs
From $5000.00

281-330- 4284

TACL B112

VENEERS ¢ SEDATION DENTISTRY

Heather M. Wilmore DDS

General and Coxmetic: Destisfry
713.266.4222
www.DRWILMORE.COM
7500 San Felipe, Suite 900 « Houston, TX 77063
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outhwest) hos

- FAB & FINE § FUN ARRIVA SDAILY! ‘!
120,000 sq. T't. of ShoppIng| . =
e Veiery S ameien. Op@N 7 days

Indian, Oriental & ﬁ
Architectural Furniture &
Decorative Accessories, = = - . —
as well as an Amazing

Selection of Collectibles!
% & & kX k¥ & %

ORED?

INJURIES & DEATH CASES

March 27-29 (Fri -Sun. }
Ba\muClly.PcrlFestwalMemarlalParkh- ts into Spring
{i] J visual an TONTIRE ¢ i ey around
F 3rtists, fun for

, ne i :. - | -.':‘_u'»' 23 4 2 ) 10 am-6 pn
nio: bayouaityartiest omor 713 1133

March ZB(Sat) I I I I% DOAN
Systems of Sustamabllll‘.\r Art, Innovation, A:tlnn )

(s us;

March 30 [Mon )
The Choir of 5t. John's (allege a

wl's United Methodist Church

THE ULTIMATE FIGHTING LAW FIRM

March 21 (Sat. )
laulrumpeterllwﬂargwu pined by an acoustic quintet
rms selections fr nis newest J
ym. Cullen Theater, Wartham :
nfo: dacamera.com or 713/524-505(
March 22 (Sun.) b
28th ﬁlmual Hnuslon Humane Snclety I( s Fun Run s
Walll All four-leg | 0 ged

Dealer Booths featuring

AUTO/TRUCK ACCIDENTS

Antigues, Art, Books, Clocks,

Coins, Collectibles, Glassware,

WORK-RELATED INJURIES

) APRIL ' -' N PREMISE LIABILITY
April 1 (Wud ) e 1 _ : /

Ihe Ntw Sungs Pro;e(t

Jewelry, Lighting, Linens,
Persian Rugs, Vintage Clothing,
Knick Knacks and More!

| | We Buy Antiques

Showcase Gallery

i st / - CRIMINAL CASES

i i i L N | PROBATE
April 3 (Fri.) \ 4!
Cuban-American drummer Dafnis Prieto, presente

Fine Jewelry Appraisal OILFIELD INJURIES
Porcelain Restoration
‘ Onental Rug Restoration

Gift Certificates

April 3-5 (Fri.-Sun.)
The Houston Heights Association’s Hlslﬂrlt Hnuston
Helghts Sprlng l-Iume & Galden Tnur e

CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS

; Hérfh Z"-.f.l-(T.u_Els.}I ;

Texas Children’s Cancer Center hosis i fifth annuzl “a .' i bl ‘
‘7404“4&40“«& lII{Jl West Ll}ﬂp North sl i el ol wdios, 2101 Winter St. The diner ollows 2 pr (713)869-4747
‘, A E NN S R L S Rl A b B e st FREE INFITAL
Houston, TX 77055 Rl S T T b i S o 530 Tikers Ilide all homies and Bt St CONSULTATION
CENTER OF TEMS 713-688-4211 : Children and 5,,';“‘2,‘,3{',;5?‘:‘7‘?“’ e o BE1400; SRR B OB Ra: i W TheDoanLawFirm.com
r 1

44 i i ionworkshap with Dr. Myron Friedman, director of April 4 & 5 (Sat. & Sun.) '
1-866-714-9139 toll free psyct ices at F e Inc. who offers techniaue WilliamShahespeare';AMidsummerNigﬂt'sDrum. HBIgI’ItS GI'GE!'I"NH}" Clear Lake
st L el ol i b e e e e o A A £10 hiid Senior Mk Wae 540 Heights Blvd, Ste. 360 One Greemway Plaza, Ste. 100 2323 Clear Lake City Bivd, Ste. 120
www.antiquecenteroftexas.com & www.antiquecenteroftexas.net 28-5779 or spschool @stpaulshouston.ors n.3 pm, | treel Theater-Rice Village, 2540 Times Blvd Houston, TX 77007 Hovston, TX 77046 Houston, TX 77062

GTUTS: Les Misére T i s (suny 94 HR HOTLINE (877)99-TX LAW Al Offices by Appointment Only

email: ctantiquecenter@yahoo.com UP@TUTS & DUT@TUTS: Les Misérables. One of the

1 PHARMACEUTICAL INJURIES

AriHe_sl elebrates the March 10 release of his new stud

Steve Melton MS, LPC, LMFT
Psychotherapist/Counselor

Evening and Weekend Ag

aoa| matters nertain

* Anxiety + Gay/Lesbian Issues

* April 8- 1 (Thurs.-Sat.) *» Depression + Relationships

Mf""‘-_h 27 (Fri. ’ Dan:e SaiadFeﬂrval ----- laysofa utstanding e
DiverseWorks’ Fire Sale! Wiie tie smoke clers fom 3 ol danceis Wio t somi » Addiction -« Self Esteem

713.560.6496

Get 8 sessions for the price of 6 | 4200 Montrose

- CaH Wayne Daws 832 338-8091
5 : Pl
a0
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Annise Parker for Mayor - ~ { =5 I ; ’ I . 76 5¢ 18 . -‘.- rly Q u ee n = Cea n e ra !-
Fundraiser with Congressman & . 2 / B _ &1 ot
Barney Frank on Feb. 17. i

ACCOMPLICE IN
BROUSSARD MURDER
RETURNS TO PRISON

DILLON

AIDS Foundation Houston's Mukuru Ar

Ay

HOUSTON STONEWALL Our 15th Anniversary Issue
YOUNG DEMOCRATS RECEIVES

ot ey Coming Out in April 2009

(JutvSmart

Hello fabulous gorgeous advertiser—
you know who you are. Here's the perfect opportunity
to be part of OutSmart's historic 15th anniversary issue.

HOLLYFIELD FOUNDATION : ; o
ANNOUNCES Ask about our special ad rates for t

I L] 3
P THE CURE FOR “15 Random Things Everyone Should Know
remler w.rEI ess CONNEgEgilg'gi%%CTION X mqg_’_ G_RFNT 2 About Your Business” promotion.

12220 Murphy Road FREE DELIVERY! B e ot roud md ot horive

Stay connected on t

ﬂall 231'515‘8500 For advertising information, call 713/520-7237.




Time Out with QuTSMART

SPECIAL FROMETIONS AND ADVERTISING

SHOW US YOUR OurSmarT

Time Out

Pageant guru 1.). Smith enjoys an OUTSMART moment with Miss
U.S.A. 2008, Crystle Stewart, who is also Miss Texas U.S.A.

- R ?
GOING OUT OF TOWN
Take OurSmakr along, Snap a picture of yourself at yo
it to us, Send high-resolution images
:'na?i photos to 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006.

ur destination and send
to Editos@OutSmartMagazine.com of

FOR YOUR CALENDAR

ub SPON
Q‘Fo 304, Check out these fabulous events
co-sponsored by OUTSMART
« and our marketing partners
bgr, e
ON's GLBT MAG

%o

March 14: 6th Annual Oodles of Noodles.
All-You-Can-Eat Pasta Dinner & Silent Auction. Proceeds
benefit Bering Support Network. INFO 713/526-1017 ext. 206

March 15: The 20th Annual AIDS Walk Houston,
benefitting AIDS Foundation Houston and 14 outstanding
AIDS organizations. INFO: AIDSWalkHouston.org

March 17: Houston Pride Band presents the Best of All
Possible Worlds concert featuring Bernstein's Candide. INFO:
HoustonPrideBand.org

SAVE THE DATE

April 2: Les Miserables Out@TUTS Night INFO: TUTS.com

April 11: Jungle 17 Dance INFO: JungleHouston.org

April 12: Bunnies on the Bayou, INFO: BunniesontheBayou.org
April 26: Un Soiree Pelouse-Moulin Rouge. INFO: unsoiree.com
April 30: Rent Out@TUTS Night INFO: TUTS.com

May 2 & 3: Galveston Historic Foundation Historic Home Tour,
benefitting the foundation. INFO: GalvestonHistory.org

May 16: HRC Houston Gala INFO: HRCHouston.org

2 Glub

Smoking is Permitted

Every
Friday and Saturday
$1.50 Wells
And
$2 Longnecks
Till 11pm
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PHILLIP N. SLAUGHTER

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Estate Planning & Probate
Consumer Litigation
Guardianships

Landlord/Tenant

\713|; i-533-0009

1925 LEXINGTON, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77098

2008 Outsmart Readar's Cholce, Best Male Attornay, runner up
O e

OV 8 D 1 oU e 5ignd AC13
§
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ces include signal F i (N
P i i CEd Alafw i i
cal O 5 5 ¥
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pUrE pleasure. pure iw purely abiordable shin
s 0

Aki Sushi House

T 3.80;:'.1"5?5 www.aka .l shi.net

Ssland

1802 Broadway, Suite 122
Galveston, Texas
(409) 765-9837

ramonte :
BEALTY | i ohinne

V.]J. Tramonte | Tom Schwenk
: 409-771-0931 Eco Broker”®
VIiE TramonteRealty.com Cell: 713-857-2309
Tom@ Tramonte Realty.com

* 13807 Pirates Beach Bivd: 3/2/2 Pirates Beach w/side lots avail.
£299,500 (lots $75,000 each) W
* 1124 Broadway: 3/2 Recently renovared, wood floors, balcony, $189,5008

+ 1208 25™ 5t: 2/1/1 Restored historic cottage on corner lot. $229, e
= 1501 13" St: 2/1/1 Updated bungalow w/Gulf views, $200,000° &7

= 18918 31" 5t 3/ 1.5 wigreat balcomies, original moldings! $89,000
* 2602 Ave N: 4/2/2 Restored Historic home wiefl ga. apr. $3 I‘:?.:JI;'5
* 2615 Ave O 1/2: 4/3.5/4 Stunning updated historic home. ‘_'\if‘l*'_ll-llil g
* 3224 Ave N 1/2; 2/1.5/2 Historical cottage w/pool & many updates. 5“&\'@?1.‘

* 3811 Ave N: 2/1/2 Adorable, formal LR & DR. Large deck & hot tub. $1 I?;‘J.-'H.IH

el

= 1428 Broadway: 4/3.5/2 w/ga apt. Stunning hame, 2 sunporches, chefs kirchen! $599,500
*1718 Ave M 1/2: 4/3.5/2 ..\||1p|4'|1'|'.' restored historic home close to beach! $244,500
* 7310 Seawall: By The Sea Condos, 3 Avail., Gulf views, $149,000 - $275,000

+ 801 East Beach Drive: Palisade Palms #BC1806, BC1808, TW 1706, 3 available,
New beach front construcrion. $619,500 - $789,900

2002 - 2008
QutSmart Readers’ Choice — Seventh year in a row!

ar ——

Come and Enjoy:
Beach Party
Pool Parties

Foam Pit
Hospitality Suite
Guitar Hero Challenge
All Meals on Saturday

GAaLvestoN, Texas

Mav 15-17 2009
for more info visit www.bearwatch.net
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L ]
Business News
by Nancy Ford

Fnendller Skies. F1. Worth-based Americ Patrick Surmnm
A 1||||1r“l by Youn; I 10

D
r
irst GLET national marketing group at |
company
Cuntemparar‘r Director. Representatives for 2
the ( ntemporary Arts Museum Hou T
Comblned Passion. Rebecca Perez
Williams Realty and Rob Criffith of Nautilus Re
tate N ombin Ie Fr tate
i on T nld
18 S nr 4

Don't let yourself
get bogged down with TAXES,

Leave your troubles at my door!

M Gary M.Gritz
e .

D.C. Hire. The Washington, D.C., lobbying firm * » Two Convenient Locations
of Johnson, Madigan, Peck, Boland & Stewart has - = 20 Years Experience
tapped lohn Michael Gonzalez to join its teamn of « Personal & Business
senior level strategists. Highly regarded for his po . Tax Returns
tical acumer louse leadership ties and f 1Cia - - P'l"l[_'!“kh]’j" & Quarterly
rvices expertise, Gonzalez most recently worked Payroll Tax Returns
ongressional affairs for the Obama transition . = Arbitration"with IRS
er serving as an aide to former Texas govemnor _ocal & State
Ann Richards and former US. representative Chri ernment Filing
Bell (D-TX). and chief of staff for ’ Y paration of Financial

!f'- B e Joia b s . EEE '
Trans Docs. Phyllis Frye, the "grandmother of the 3 ! . i '
ramm ; Heights Galleria

e e oG ® 3310 Kaly Freeway | 6420 Richmond Ave. LetMe Replfsent You!

Ican Limao

Suite 310 Suite 360
281.840.9241 ?13?843030 Fg re Information, To DD!_‘I-: te or Volunteer - Visit...

KarenForCouncil.org

www.GaryMGritzCPA.com - ...

st Modern Pieces you can imagine.
We can build it!

DOLAN

(ONSTRUCTION & DESIGN e WEAR THE BRACELET?

Painting

Maintenance  Kitchen Remodels

Carpentry

Chris Dolan
281-705-2872

Full Service Contracting

Bathroom Remodels

Custom Cabinets

Dolun(on_slrciillaP#Hc_Jsmnl@wmcnst.ner CATHERINE DE LOS SANTOS

713-398-3918 | cdelossantos@marthaturner.com

Hewwetirs it to raise desperately needed funds for HIV/AIDS care
services, education and vaccine df:w_'-lopmenr. To order call

il E- 8 1-800-88-UNTIL or visit WWW.UNTIL.ORG. =
seapin PROPERTIES ; H or visi thIL

CHRISTIE™S THERE'S ACURE

www.marthaturner.com B Geray ey




OutSmart Marketplace

* ACCOMMODATIONS

~CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL ITY

RV/TENTING
CAMPGROUND

RV Hookups
936/804-2030

B RockinRRanch.net

Great Home Base Rates

Large Pool, Bath Houses/Laundry
6 miles West of TX Ren Festival

RAINBOW RANCH
CAMPGROUND
AND RV PARK
Texas Largest GLBT
Campground.

Cabins, RV Sites,

Tenting, Lake,
Pavilion, Pool, Fishing, Boating, etc.
rainbowranch.net *888.875.7596

GALVESTON BEACHFRONT HOTEL: The
Commodore on the Beach, Centrally located,
92 redecorated rooms. All non-smaking, new
poolside fountain, complimentary continental
breakfast, afternoon snacks. Cruise specials
An OutSmart favorite. Commedoreonihe-
Beach,com, 800.231.8921

¥ RAINBOWVISION
e s ey v SAMNTA FE
SANTA FE SHORT TERM RENTALS
Fully furnished, fitness center,
continental breakiast, bar & cabare!

Call 505-428-2844
* ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please become a total

GOLD BRICKER

in the fight for
AIDS Housing

$25 each
or a Pallet of
10 Gold Bricks only $250.

AHCH (est, 1994) Is a 501(c) 3 non-
profit, volunteer based organization.
Your donation Is tax deductible
WEST HEIGHTS HOUSE
502 W 24th St. Houston, TX 77008
713/864-1795
http://web.wt.net/~ahch

- BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
NEED EXTRA INCOME? Imprave your gual-
ity of Life by taking control of your Financial
Future. Be a part of our national expansion: No
Experience Raquired, www.velmaur.com

= CATERING

AUDIE'S CATERING

For All Your Occasions
and Events

832.6592.2160
www.audiescatering.com

CHURCHES/SPIRITUALITY

Nichiren Buddhist
Sangha of Texas
713.429.1274

Services Wed. Bpm and Sun. 8am
Beginners Classes & Dharma Talk
www.nichiren-shu.org/houston

@ Teaching and livi
the Science of Min
Camiar since 1985,
Sunday celebrations with minister
Jesse Jennings weekly at 3:30 am
& 11am. Also Wednesdays at 7pm.

During the month of March,
Dr. Jesse will present:
CONSCIOUS
COUNTRY WISDOM
io celebrate
GO TEXAN!

also
SPRING HOOTENANNY
SUN. MAR 15, 5 PM
5326 Spring-Stusbner, Spring, TX

|creativelife.org * 281.350.5157

= CLEANING/MAID SERVICE

*HAIR SALON/EMPLOYMENT

MEMORIAL HEIGHTS SALON- Washington
Ave/Westeott area looking to hire 2 licensed
Hair Stylists with current clients. The stylists
will work in a no-hassle aimosphere & manage
their own chent base. Call Jeanie Karson for
an immediate interview 713/869-1813

-HEALTH & WELINESS

ORGASMIC YOGA FOR MEN - Mational
manth long event in March. National details
with praparatory classes in February - orgas-
micyogaformen.com. Discounts & local details
- DaddyBlade.com. Classes, communal prac-
tice sessions, soclal events. Namasta!

FOOD ADDICTS IN RECOVERY.
GLET Open 12 Step Megting, Sats,
11am-12noon at Bering Memarial, 1440
Harold, Rm 232, back entrance.
foodaddictsinrecavery.com

A KAEHLER CLEANING
B SERVICE since 1995

* . .continually fhe best
Residertial & Commercial

RN ol Jorn 713851 6181
knghoshler@sbegiobal net

Troubleshooting
Tune-ups «Tutorials

PC Hnme'i'ech
832.496.9246

In-Home Agpis, Mon - Sun

DIATADY |

281-888-9611 |*

taddvodtc@myspace.com
djtaddvorak@gmail.com

HAIR SALON
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- MASSAGE

Nen Claude, INT o
132008588 . °

BODYWORK

BY DAN-HANDS
On Massage-Swedish
DeepTissue-Masculine
Private-Discreet
Montrose Location-In/Out
9am to 10pm-713/857-1009,

N BODY

g€ they

- MASSAGE

DEED TISSUE s SWEDISH

Massage THerapy

ROBERT RrMT
[713] 824-6230

www.twinpix.com/robert

Reward Yourself

A NIGE TOUCH, RE-
LAXATION OF BODY
AND MIND BY

LEE
832.978.7017

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE. Tall,
muscular, masculine, State Licensed. AMTA
Certified. 14 yrs expenience. Incredible, full
body, high energy, total release massage
|nnerloop. $75/hr. Mike 713/963-9603,

Therapeutic
Massage
Swedish,

Deep
Tissue

EXOTIC INDIAN
SENSUAL SWEDISH
*Central Location
*Shower Available
indiaMassage.Net

713-277-8836

MASSAGE THERAPIST

s & Reloing

« Nice
» Out Colis ‘Welcame

MAGIC HANDS
281/804-8027

. Muscle
Massage

FLEMING. 111
832.788.0044

= MASSAGE

- MASSAGE

32.405.

wn.HalcyonLandi

MASSAGE * Therapeutic = Relaxing * Ron
Howell, Registered Massage Therapist » In
or Out Calls « 7 Days « Noon-Midnight « Most
insurance accepted. 713/225-0231

T . |
‘r:- “h‘ B 'H

713.305.8025
SuperbTouch.com

LifeStyle Massage
by
Kenton Alan
610s & Buffalo Spwy
call, text, or email
For more info
713.515.2882
kentonalan®yahoo.com

David Crawford, LMT
281-658-3565
massagebydave.com

HEALING HANDS, Caring & healing hands
with Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Balanc-
ing your life by restoring flow & energy. Peace-
ful, relaxing & rejuvenating for total health.
Prolessional massage calls only. RMT#2233,
Howard Kanelakos 713/528-6174.

BODY MASSAGE

713-942-2399
Roland, ruT

» Outcalls

=7 Days/Evenings |

Gt Mo g
“In The Heights ™
Maturity and expenence. Great rates. Relaxing,
therapeutic massage in private studio in
the Heights. 10 am - @ pm weekdays and
weekends 12-10 pm. Call for appointment
Byron 713/202-9786. Visit my website at
Classicmassage.com 4 hands available

= PERSONAL TRAINERS

Call David
713-240-5508

Darren Lynch
Fitness

"One of the Best
Fitness Trainers™
- OutSmart

One 2 Gne
Training Studi
59 & Kirby
B32.526.784

= PHOTOGRAPHY

« PET SERVICES
Who's watching the kids

when you're away?

Pet Sitting §

IN THE HEIGHTS

= SERVICES

Houston
713.225.5500

FREE code 4709
CALL NOW!

For other cities call
(888) MegaMates

P e =

713-869-3698

P.S. in the Heights

| Volunteers Needed!
pet patrolfiz=
A PEOPLE PET PARTHRERSHIP

thepetpatrol.org
« POOL COMPANY
Venture Pool Come New
Construction

- REMODELING/REPAIRS

NO JOB FREE
TOO SMA ESTIMATES

Gay Owned and
REMOVAL
PAINTING = TEXTURES = 832,567 3804
+ SERVICES

MANSCAPING IN MONTROSE. Body Waxing
and Grooming Services. For Men Only. Same
Private Location for 8 Years. Rates and Ap-
pointments. Dale at manscaping @aol.com

Things
in Life You
Can Trust:

OutSmart’s
Circulation
Numbers!

An ad placed [n OutSmart magazine
reaches loyal, interested r Qut-
Smart's circul igquras are audited
independantly by Verified Audit Circ )
your guaraniee of an accurale cou

\ ¥4 VERIFIED

MARKETPLACE AD RATES

Marketplace Classifieds are per column inch. Column inch widih is 1,688, Word line ads are

30 words or less, pius §1 per additional word and 50 cents for all werds in bold. Add additional
$6 per issue to have your classified ad appear on our websile. Ads can also be placed on our
secure website at www OutSmartMagazine.com

Marketplace 1Month 3 Month 6 Month 12 Month

Color Boxed Ad per inct §68 564 559 555

B/W Boxed Ad per inch £51 48 546 543

30-Word Line Ad $36 333 $30 328

Deadline: Mar 15 for the April Issue. Order by phone & pay by VISA, MC, AMEX, or Discover
Or FAX it 713/522-3275. Sorry, we do not bill. Mail ad & payment fo: CutSmart 3406 Audubon,
Houston, TX 77006-4412. For more information, call 713/520-7237.
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OutSmart Advertisers

MARCH 2009 FOR ADVERTISING INFO CALL 713/520-7237.

ACCOMMODATIONS
Galveston Seashell Getaways
galvestonseasheligetaways.com,... 409/939-1251
The Victorian Condo/Hotel
6300 Sea alveston...

800/231-6363

HEATING

IR CONDITIONIN

ll.;ias ir
wanniem T 1A EBT-6117
l{ennv ll'hlke: M.‘- E Busmess Services

APARTMENTS

2125 Ya Ie Luxury npmmnuls
2R Sl i

ASTROLOGER

Lily Hom‘]y ﬂ.slmlogr

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICE

Emnm & Teir

5750 W. Loop South #460

The I'Jan l_m Firm, Jimmy I'Irnn
l.

]

7 13Mm60-(1520

Frpe and L..Jnlu PLLC Law Firm
iy inlaw.com

227117

93-0008
E!mne L lodd ﬂiwrllE\' al Law
dwanelpadaEanod.com
Vel Law Finm
Win ...
L:!w Oifice of Snannnn T w.]m.n
1210 Rawthorme

— AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
HIJI1 L Elnwzlruwn Avito Service
770N Bagh 71z
ll.tIL Busty ll.-lmll AnGE

17 Waugh Dirive T11/B63-8244

—___ AUTOMOTIVE SALES
Advantage BMW,/ oW

2101 San Jacinto & Grz
lum West Hnuslmn

T1A289-1200

1/B99-3400

"."- 1] 'ln F 'v’-- 71387 5-208¢

oy

Mrh-mulum m'.frharte: Caleman

05 Richmond F13/506-330
F‘I'me! Ford 20-11]3! 45 North

Ml:[. IN Acura/Mike Crmn
Southwast Fwy

BARBERSHOPS

Joe Lee's Earber:.hnp
1925 Milam St

f13/522-3883

Aontrose, Ste

BIGYCLE SALES/SERVICE

Blue Line Bicycle Laboratory
3302 White (ak

CAB COMPANY

Liberty Cah
libertycati.net .. ..o FIHB
GAREER/IMAGE ASSESSMENT

Voile Enterprises

B700

MyVolle.com L B66/620-8436
_GHURCHES/SPIRMUAL CENTERS/TEMPLES

HI:II'IkLIIE Center for Religious Tolerance

boniukcenter.org FIRA8-531¢

Cathedral of Hope Houston

cohhouston.com 713

Creative Life Spiritual Center

3 pring-Stuebner 281/350-5157

Resurrection MCC

2025W 11th 5 T13/861-9149
51 Paul's Urull!d Mathodist El1urr_r|

5501 Main..... Lt 1) T1528-0527
100 ) CutSmar

~— CLEANING SERVICES

Perfeclmn Pllrs S-er\'loe 5
............... 713/664-9911

CLOTHING

MBS . orrre e JREYS.O0M
Male Uiear

415 Westheimar..., ...u..... 713/527-8499

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
AIDS Foundation of Houston
J202 WeslBYRN i i rsiiiinasiias [13/623-6796
Bayou City Boys Club
SN vimereeees JUNGlERCUSEON.COM
Bayou City Purlurmmg Arts/Gay Men’s Ghorus
sityperformingarts.org...........7 13/521-7464
Bear Watch 10

.. bearwalch.ngt
Bunluk E—{Hll:el 1ur Relig qus Iulemnce

boniukzenterong. ... oo T 13/348-5316
Bering Omega Comm unlr.' Senrlms
Beringomega.org. wismmmsinsnnia ] 1 H341-3762

Bunnies an the Enynu
X BunniesOnTheBayou.org
Dsito Foundation, The

ositofoundation.org 2B1/795-521(
COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES

Copy.com

1201-F Westheimes 71

Computer-Wiz
computer-wiz.nat ...

DATING E)ER\I'IL.I'S

The Age
theager
Men Meet Men

(13/968- 5835

713/929-0900
ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Cluby Adam & Club Eden
22NasaRd ... e 2015570434
H
2517 Ralph £
GuJua Lamp

2306-08 Geneses 713521-0123
Montrose Mining Company

Avenus 713/256-3329
Ranrh Hill Saboon
24704 1-45 North, Spring 281/2488-9035

Society for the Performing Arts

spahoiston. ong

South Beach

810 Pacific Strest 7

Tempted 2 Touch www fempled?

Theater Under The Stars

tuts.com

Tony's Comer Pocket

817 West Dallas

Whispers Bar

226 First 5L Humble 281/359-2900
FAMILY BUILDING

Donor Solution, The

ay, Suite 204 T13827-0a01

FINﬂ.NLIAl bEEWIL
Gary M. Gritz, CPA
6420 Blchmond Ave #3680 .............
GayCPA.com, The
Ihegaycpa.com
Gireen/White Advisors
1225 N. Loop Wesl, Ste. 1030
Shockley Tax Advisors
SNOCKTeyiE. Com T13/236-1040
Tarkenlnnanantli!l]umestlcP:lrtnurEslaTeHannmg
sstringer@tarkentonfinancial com . 281/796-0770
UBS/Grace 5. Yung
grace yung@ubs.com
uBS/ lacquekine M. Jacohsen
jacquetine. jacobsen@ubs com 512/479-5225

FITNESS CLUBS/TRAINERS

T13/784-30:30
T13236-1040

713/869-1144

T13/654-0260

Body 3 Fitness/Tom Jackabs
1087 W. TC Jester

Hardcore Pilates/Wayne Davis
3701 Kirby #4386 : .+ B32/338-8091

[240-1529

Houston Gym

15071 Durham .713/880-9151
The Goach Kimmie Sports Smniummny Marier
1210W Clay, Ste 4 . . 832/443-FTT
TRK Fitness/Steve
4676 Beechnut.... 71 r\m fl.f’

GAR DENf NIJFISER‘!' SUPPLY

Buchanan's Native Plants

617 E111h St T13/861-5702

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS

35 Makeup Design

5600 Kirby Suite 5

Bumbie Bee Barber Beauty

6215 Washington Ave

NU-Guts Hair Salon

515 Westheimer_......

Uruku Salon

2055 Westheimer, Ste. 150............ 713/521-0500
HEALTH

Chimney Rock Chiropractic/Art Keller, D.C

3033 Chimney Rock.. SOOI 0 1721 B

Kirby MMEWH!IHI!SS«'KDIIHEIII W. Lester, D. G

3930 Kirby Dr,, Ste. 108 et 131026-5262

Menard Chiropractic/Byron K. Mnllanl D.C.

3400 Montrose, Ste 550 T13/526- 5956

F1A660- 7600

IE-CHIROPRACTIC

"HEALTH CARE-COUNSELING/THERAPY
Kristin K. Andersan PhD
9525 Katy Frwy Ste 200.
Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP
1006 Missour! 713
B, “Woodja™ Flanigan, MS, LPA.

2600 Southwest Fwy, Ste 409
Daniel R. Garza, MD

T13263-0400

7-0000

T13/580-0804

2040 Richmaoni, Ste 428 ZB1/610-8190
David Genac, Phi)

1712 Fairview F1/B99-3760
Enod Gray, LMSW-ACP, C. HL, CSAT

4200 Montrose T13/522-T0N4

P Troy Gremillion, MA, LPC-1
1458 Campbell, Ste 250
Mikn Harrison, PhiD

T13/492-5420

midharr ryahoo. com T13/504-7772
Steve Metton, MS, LPC, LMFT

4200 Montrose, Ste 540 .. 113/560-6496
Denise 0'Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN
RefationshipTherapistAN.com.. ... 713/524-9

Raoben Sneligrave, LMSW-ACP
4200 Montfrose, Ste 540......
D Smtt SUIIIQ]' MS LMFI IJ’C

L=
J:‘ﬂ Wannice, PhiD
1415 N Loop West, Ste 78 713/426-4455

~—_ HEALTH CARE-DENTISTS
B:!)‘Dn L.rtj Smiles

4000 Washinglon T1Am18-1411
Bruce W. Smith, DDS
1006 Missour T137529-4364

Cory Logan, DDS, PA

2-8598

TI3z-mm
Heather M. Willmore, qu

7500 San Felipe ... o
Housien Aesthetic & Genzml Elerli:lslr',I
1307 Waugh Dr (PerEe T,
LifeSmiles/Randy Mitchmore, DDS
1722 W Alabama ......... . 713/582-9300
River Daks Center For Dentistry/

Barbara Johnson, DDS & Edwin Cordray, DDS
1355 W By ool s ] 13526-2004

HEALTH CARE-SERVICES/PRODUCTS
Bering Support Network

Jr266-4222

3/526-2424

beringsupportnahwork.ong T13526-1017
Housten Buyer's Glub Nutritional Supplements
3224 Yoakum Ta520-5288

Legacy Community Health Services
215 Westheimer ... ;
Montrase Counseling cenler

401 Branard

Fryan White Planning E‘.oumil
rwpc.ong - v T13/ET2-
South Side Pharmacy

7700 Main T1261-2536

T13/830-3000

713/529-0037

HEALTH CARE-MASSAGE THERAPISTS

Alan Davidson, RMT/Essential Touch
- 1 3842-0823

Avalon School of Massage
2880 Richmond, Ste 200..............
Ryan Fugate, RMT
H.yﬂllﬂ]ﬂ!'x‘}?!l\]l‘.wnrk.s GO T
Joel Leal, RMT o Ak
David Tritico, RMT

3400 Mentrose; Ste. 435..........
Spﬂrks Body Therapy

ted in The Heights.............

T13/333-5250

69-T926
oy -Ba08

B32/274-3853

71 3/805-8264

_HEALTH CARE-OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

Houston E\'u Assoclates/Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101 . 713/668-9118

HEALTH CARE-OPTOMETRISTS
Eye Contact
2055 Westheimer, Suite 135,
Eye Elegance
3966 Westhaimear
EyaGallery, The
1BOER Westheimer
iVision Eye Care Center
920 Studemont
Spectacies on Montrose
4317 Montrose # 2.

7 1A520-6600

T13/622-4411

T13/862-0500

7113/529-3937

HEALTH CARE-PHYSICIANS
Esther Maria Corrigan, M.D. 0B/GYN
7704 Main, Sulte 310
Octavio Barrios, MD
106 Westhesmer, Ste A 713/242-T548
Midtown Physicians, LTD. L L P/FredWorthMD.com
3306 Fannin St . 113/522-1788
Pasha Snoring & Sinus Center
2615 Southwast Frwy, #290 713/523-8800
Texas Bio-ldentical Honmones
drroyalbenson. com

T13/432-0076

.. 979/776-1660

T 5 1 13533-1345
LIT Wlisl LDup Hl:allh Cenler
citown, 51150 i 1

HEALTH CARE-SKIN CARE

Facelogic River Diks
2621 Shepherd Dr, Suite 142 71
HarthsDu‘mzluluqy&ﬂesﬂlehcﬂﬁm}peshnrsat WD

20 Ashiand 713/864-2650
Skmﬂnnmmncr. Lnsel!l:icl.nm Barrios, MD
106 Wastheimer, Ste A... 715/942-T546
Sunsel Body Works
908 Texas Ave {odd Rice Hole T13/223-5800

HOME BUILDERS
Urban Living
urbaniving. com

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES

Antique Center of Texas
1001 W, Loop South @ Old Katy Rd 713/668-4211
Audio Video Designs

7300 Southrwest Fay T13776-8444
Barrio Antiquo

725 Yalo Street T13/880-2105
Canton

G889 Westheimer
Chic Warehouse
727 Yale St
Echectic Homa
345 W 19th
Rubin's Custom Rugs

3130 Rogerdale Road T13/784-1180

HOME REMODELING/CONSTRUCTION

Dodan Construction & Re rnnd!llng
281/705-2872

713/822-3302

713/869-1414

Houston Honey Do
houstonhaneydo.com . 281/546-3637
Longhamn Roofing, H.-n:mg & Remodeling

free astimates 713/B23-9913
Larry French Enterprises
larmyfrench. net o 713956-7733
SpaceMan Home & amm
3556 West TC Jester

Trellis Bullders

tree ilders o

Tuscany Remodéling
TuscanyRealEstateSarvic B3

713/688-8808

240-6320

44273

[INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS

B:ll"l"l Hoskins/State Farm
22 Waogh Dro_...a o TI3M26-4440

David Lorms/Farmers

E.TC Jostar & Loop 610. ...113/688-8668
Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency/Farmers/

Rob Schmerier

B575 W. Loop South, Ste. 1B5. .. T13/661-7700

JEWELERS

LW. Marks Jewelors
3841 Ballaine Bivd

13/B568-5000

LANDSCAPING/POOLS
A.J's Landscaping & Design, Inc.
AiSlandSCaping.COM. ... vmerrisinns 7 13(B5T-{

Joshua's Native Plants & Garden ﬁnlluucs
502 W. 1Bth Sir 713/869-6011

LIMOUSINES TRANSPORTATION

American Corporate Transportation
T13/266-667T

MOVERS HOME/BUSINESS

Guarantes Movers

2B1/794-0276

PET SERVICES/SUPPLIES
Ped Sitting Service in the Helghts .. 713/ 2A0-3608

PHOTOGRAPHY/FILMING
Dalton Delart Photography T13/622-2202
Varsity Productions / John Conroy
B217 Edloa......... T13/542-8277
Yvonne Feece Phntngrapny
yvonneleece.com :
PLUMBING n
Larry French Enterprises
larryfrench.net .. . 713/4056-7733
U-Plumb-1t
1424 Montrose:, o— s LB
Village Plumbing & App'l.‘lnr‘e
5403 Kirby 713/224-DRIP(3747)
—____ PRINTING/COPY CENTERS _
Copy.com
1201-F Westhaimer T13/528-120
______ PROMOTIONAL PRINTING
Accent Aapmel T-Shirt P:Il:!mg
6640 Hoover St ...... 713/9¢

_PSYCHIC/INTUITIVE ﬂEnDEHs
Lilly Roddy Astrology

REAL ESTATE SERVICES-REALTORS
Bill Baldwin/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1’545 Heights Blvd
Patrick Banks/Coldwell Banker
1505 Heighls
David Bowers
davidi
‘!rure l:namurrs'k.wn Derr & Assoc

545 Heights Bivd T13/412-8436
I'une Coffman/Co |I|Nl.|| Banker
(5 Heights Bivd - 1 13/866-TB05

e House I:unmuny

A09TR?

550 Post Dak Blvd #350
[ atnarmn do Los SuntumMadm Iumzr Frnperr

marthaturmer.com

Teri “dll't.‘h"FDHES! Lake Tuwrrhumes
forrestiake.co . S32/526-0284
Micky Ha n'isdiuza nne Anderson Properties
A09/502-T642

T13828-7¢

'1|*|‘|Ll‘"’n|'.l‘l :
Jerry Jaggers/Karen Derr & Assoc.
1545 Heights Bhvd r
Chitford Johnson/Karen Derr & Assoc,
545 Heights Blva 113/819-0519
Marnl Jus!m /Karen Derr & Assoc,

545 Heights Blvd sosssestzaeyeens 1 HAEH
Ivnerre Lewn’wuu‘nlml Gary Gregne
ynettalew. com T13/582-2202
Aghilon Martini/Karen Derr & Assoc

1545 Heights Bivd B32/BTR-TREE
Kim McClura/Dakington Realty
550 Post Dak, Ste 470 T 3Maz2-
Bruce Nicholson/Coldwell Banker
1505 Heights Bivd

713/412-8438

Don Puryear/ReMax Matro
donpuryear@reman.nel......... ... 713/302-6543
Vinod Ramani/Urban Living Realturs
5023 Washinglon ... .. 3/368-7226
Dale Richardson / M:!rtha Iurner Pm::erh
chardson@marthaturner.com ... 713
Heaiher Rayner/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1545 Helghts Bivd, ... i T13/875-4366
Steve Rooke/Heritage TL.Iaa Pr upeﬂs:-‘s

7177

Tmil Sr.:hwunk.'.}m! 'l'salnuniu Ee;lll,l
1802 Broadway, Galvesion.. ADA/TH5-0837
Sheree Thompson/Karen Derr & Assoc.

1545 Heights Blvd 713/204-482

'||'J Tramonte/ Joe Tramonie Rl:-aity

1802 Broadway, Galveston..............409/7
krl:m Teichman/Karen Derr & Assoc,
1545 Heights Bh ................... . T13/858-4136
Roberta J. Walters/Karen Demr & Assoc,
1545 Heights Biwd ... 281/222-4460

H;nhr~r1 Zahn/Karon Dem & Assoc.
Karenlerr.com

REAL ESTATE- LENU‘Eﬂﬁ
Cody Grizzoffi/CountryWide

Velmaur Investments

velmaurcom _ s 201789-0210
RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS \
13|Jﬂ Gnnnn.a
308 Montro

AKﬁ Sushi Hnu-:c
2350 West Alabama F1AMOT-TE75
Amici Graat Italian Food!

BOAD ity y Dr. Supar Lz
Auntie Chang's Dumpling House

2621 §. Shepherd 7135248410
BB's

2710 Montrose, 713/524-4409
Cafe Adobe

2111 Westheimer. ....., 713/528-1468

Desseort Gallery

Julia's Bistro

3722 Main 5t 713/807-0090
F‘-llh u! Tea

2 pst Alabama 52-447
Vietopia \'retn.ll‘l\ese Cuising

5176 1o Speedway T13/B64

SCOOTER / SALES & SERVICE
np-ulln Sei i‘h“'L'PH

:‘ul1 (:nast 'ulelulea
2151 Richmand Ave T13/942-7546

SPECIALTY RETAIL
Carmen's 24 Hrs Bauthuc & Videa
AITHENS QUE. T 5
Emculm: Adult Ul.‘!Pn *:l:rlrlrﬂnrl' & T
14002 Nort 13
Hullywuod Frame Gailcn-

Wined 1/942-8885

HU\!S[DH Buwd 4 CIuL\ Num[lundl buppll.imenla

3224 Yoakum T13/520-5288
Luvs'ﬂu-(ks
Rayford-Sawdust & -45 N 281729
Macy's
Urban SDI"s Outpost
506 |,, T13/8B0-1187

TELEPHGNES#CELWIHELESS

Premier Paging & Wirsless

12220 Murphy Road, Stafford 28
Telecom Wireless Services Inc

12320 Bellaire ! AR 5

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES

Concierge Travel, Inc

4920 Mimosa ... * . T13%881-2117
Gayribben Cruises
FayT bbencruises com

BY7/560-8318

Thank you for supporting
the QutSmart advertisers.

Please be sure fo tell them
you saw their ad in DulSmari

e
{
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Kindred Spirits

2009 Charity Golf Tournament @ Dinner
April 25,2000
130 pm.

Silent Auction* Raffle
Bear Creel Masters Golf Course
16001 Clay Road* Houston, Texas

;L\Q'S.;Ii.l;l.-.
Houston Buyers Club & Leshian He:

E J |~d:|'. ':'

incudes oreen fees, shared carl, range balls, loumament senvices, 2 880 Dinmer buffel

8400 Team Entry

s kindradc
| Wi, KINOrecsp

2009 Astrological Readings

The perfect gift for yourself and for the people you care abo

Holiday gift certificates available!

BEST ASTROLOGER
Smort Readers

LII.LY RODDY

i

&?

s

PERSONAL, RELATIONSHIP,
and BUSINESS READINGS

o Past Life Regressions
o Reiki Master

o Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by
Appointment Only

GIFT CERTIFICATES » CREDIT CARDS

713.529.5842

lillycath@aol.com » www.lillyroddy.com




Whispers R x

226 First Streect
EHuamnmble Tesxas
Where the beer is twice as cold & everyone knows your name

D.). Friday & Saturday - Karaoke Thursday
Daily Drink Specials / TGRA Drag Show 3/07/09
Now open 7 days a week from 4pm

: 081.359.2900 | www.whisperstoar.com | KBwhisErsbar@zahoo.com

S50%OFF
during HAPPY HOUR on all premium m
top shelf liquor including martini’s
ALL WEEK .
from 4:00 pm until 9:00 pm Urhan | Video| Lounge

2306-08 GENESEE | 713.521.0123 | METEORHOUSTON.COM | MY SPACE COMMETECORHOLISTON

RANCH HILL SALOON

HOME OF THE COLDEST BEER
&
THE WABMEST WELCOME

oPEN DARLY 1PN - 22N 281-298-90 35

ranchhill.com my e.com/ theranchhillsaloon

B S,
2517 Ralph@Westheimer .
Houston, TX 77006 713-527-9071 www.ejshar.com

T(___')NY s

Poe 4r¢

A

Would you like your business to profit from this space?

817 W. Dallas » 713/571-7870
Ample Secure Parking

Monthly Gay & Lesbian Spending Patterns
* Dines Out 4-5 times per week » Attends Live Performances
2=3 times per manth * Goes to a Club or Bar 2 times a week

OutvSmart

Call 713.520.7237
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BAR & CLUB GUIDE I’_

DECADES

BLUR

BOCADODS

Houston

LA ACADEMIA

BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM

CHANCES/THE NEW BARN/G-SPOT

CLUB 2020

CLUB ADAM AND EDEN

CLUB CRYSTAL

CROCKER

COUSINS

GEORGE

WHO: Blake Hoopingarner (1) and
Marissa Chapman

WHERE: Club Adam and Club
Eden, 522 W. Nasa Parkway in Clear
Lake. 281/557-0434 = clubadam.net.

WHAT'S UP: |-45 South now two

clubs in one, with more than 10,000

square feet of space, a stainless steel
dance floor, and VIP Lounge perfect

for birthday parties.

GUAVA LAMP

IN-N-OUT

JR'S BAR & GRILL

MARY'S, NATURALLY

METEOR

MICHAELS OUTF‘UST

RIPCORD

Black Hawk Leathier sho

THE 611

Hyde Park « T13/526- 700

SOUTH BEACH

TONY'S CORNER POCKET

VIVIANA'S

Spring
RANCH HILL SALOON

Humbie
WHISPERS

Calveston

3RD COAST BEACH BAR

THE PINK DOLPHIN
ROBERT'S LAFITTE

Beaumaont
THE COPA

ORLEANS STREET PUB AND PATIO
Forers T e

Bryan,/College Station
HALO VIDED BAR

Ryan White Planning Council

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 2009

March 12, 2009 August 13, 2009
April 9, 2009 September 10, 2009
May 14, 2009 October 8, 2009
June 11, 2009 November 12, 2009
July 9, 2009 December 10, 2009

X Attend a Meeting... £ Apply for Membership... £ Be a Pariicipant...

Meetings are open to the general public and although only Council members
are allowed to vote, public comment is always weicome. The Council meets on
the 2™ Thursday of each month at 11:30 a.m. at our offices located between
Westheimer and San Felipe in the Galleria area.

Call to put your name on the list for public comment, to request a calendar or
membership application or for more informatiaon.

The calendar of all Council & Committee meetings and a wealth of other
information is available on our website: www.rwpc.org. Check the calendar
regularly for topics of specific interest to you.

We hope to see you soon!

Ryan White Planning Council
2223 West Loop South, Suite 240, Houston, TX 77027
Phone: 713 572-3724 R TTY: 713 572-2813 X Fax: 713 572-3740 § www.rwpc.org

MEDITATION MONDAYS IN MONTROSE

LED BY

We’d like you ALAN DAVIDSON
to meet our
60,000 readers...

Over 8 90/[]

of OutSmart readers tell us they

GO OUT OF THEIR WAY -
BiG MIND, INTEGRAL, INSIGHT,
tu SUP Pu RT CHANTING, SENSE AND CENTER YOUR BCDY.

EVERY MoMNDAY NIGHT

QutSmart advertisers. 7:30 T0 9:30 PM

1712 FAIRVIEW,
STUDRIO CLASSROOM
HousToN, TX 77006

MEDITATE LIKE A

BUDDHIST MONK IN ONE NIGHT!
' I I (! ‘[ GUARANTEED, OR
YOUR EGO BACK.

l‘-—u’b-*ﬂ.ﬂh’—
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

Fur advertising information WWW.THROUGHYoURBoODY.com/
EVENTS.HTML
call 713-520-7237. OR CALL NICOLEAT
713-242-0923

YOUR FIRST CLAass 1S FREE wiTH THIS AD
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by Lilly Roddy

he important item for this month is Venus
Tgomg retrograde from March 1 through April

26. Venus retrograde affects relationships,
financial matters, and aspects about self-worth
and beauty items. If there are problems in these
areas and you have been putting them off or avoid-
ing them, expect them to be pushed to the surface
at this time. You can take a positive outlook and
think that you are supposed to contront these
things and then you won't think that anything is
wrong. This Venus retrograde affects Aries, Libras,
Cancers, and Capricorns the most, but ultimately
it affects us all. = This month the Sun begins her
journey in Pisces and enters the sign of Aries the
first day of Spring, on the 20th. Mercury is moving
nght along, starting the month in Aguarius, enter-
ing Pisces on the Bth and finally into Anes on the
25th. Venus goes retrograde in Aries for most of
the month. Mars is flying through Aquarius and
begins to wade through Pisces on the 14th,

ARIES (March 21-April 19). This month you are in a
rest-and-retreat mode. You are happy to be around
friends and associates, but you are not really inter-
ested in any activity that is too demanding. You can
have a nice, social month and make some business
contacts, but you won't have the drive to push the
business end of the deal. You may feel compelled to
work around your office, doing same cleaning up or
rearranging; you prefer the atmosphere of a peace-
ful environment. As the month ends, expect to feel
more energized and ready to face the world

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). There is a lot of
emphasis an career this manth, With Mars, planet
of action, in your career sector, you are ready to
address new projects. Make sure that you share
your plans with your co-workers so you don't
come across as seeming too pushy. This could
also be a good time to start your own business
or change jobs. You won't be the most patient
of people duning the first half of this month. Net-
working and business associations are especially
beneficial during the last half of the month. Be sure
and spend some time with your friends.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). March is a good month
to keep your routines as varied as possible, You may
get bored easily and need to find some other activi-
ties to keep your brain focused. Some of you take
that energy and apply it to your career or work. You
are very bored around the 12thif you are not doing
something you like; | hope you find a new project to
work on. You may even have trouble sleeping during
this time. If you are unhappy with your current work
situation, this is a good time to lock for something
new. Freedom is your watchward and that applies
to all areas of your life, even your relationship. Don't
let that slip into a pattern of boredom either, or you
can expect problems there,

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You are experiencing
a month of mixed energies. A part of you is being
drawn toward a very deep and introspective look
at some of your unconscious aspects. You are
being made more aware of just what really drives
104 MARCH
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your choices and decisions, You find that you are
not as apt to make rapid, chance decisions; you
are more thoughtful about what you are going to
do. Personal relationships are taking a deeper
tone, as you want to get closer to your partner and
remove barriers that might have existed for a long
time. This may cause some growing pains as you
get closer and begin to discover new things about
you and your partner, You are more action-oriented
as we move to the end of the month.

LEO (July 23-August 22). Relationships continue
to be your major theme this month, taking the lead
from last month. If you are in a relationship, this is
the month to revitalize that relationship to avoid
some problems thal need addressing. i you don't,
expect to be out looking for someone new. If you
are single, this is a great time to be putting yourself
out there. You are more magnetic than ever. And
this can be good for romance, business connec-
tions, or self-promaotion of any sort. Keep a handle
on your finances and get those into shape

VIRGO (August 23-September 22}. It seems that
last month was only a warm-up to the idea of re
organization. You are on a tear this month, getting
rid of all those piles and putting things away into
their locations. You are more active about staying
on your diet and health plan than you have been for
several months. Co-workers may find you pushy, so
try more of a subtle approach rather than knowing
you are right, and they should follow what you say.
Relationships heat up after mid-month. This would
be a great tme to get away with your partner and
have an adventure. Otherwise, stale relationships
produce disharmony. Flexbility is key this month,

LIBRA (September 23-October 23). With Venus
retrograde in your house of relationships, you can
bet this is going to be a time all about relation-
ships for you. The Venus retrograde accents how

you have constructed relationships in the past
and how you don't really set your boundaries
until yau are well into the relationship. If you are
guilty of this, it can come back to haunt you this
month. Your partner's behavior may seem very
self-centered, and you use this to justify thinking
more about yourself than usual. You may be right
in what you say, but you may not be so timely

SCORPIO (October 24—-November 21), Creating
a happy and warm home and family environment
is on your agenda for this month. You are actively
pursuing this on many different levels. This is
about your actual home. You are doing some
repairs, remodeling, painting, etc. with the family;
you are trying to make what you have work better
and create a greater closeness between all family
members. On a deeper emotional level, you are
really exploring the idea of what makes you feel
genuinely secure. Some of you may move this
year, Others may make a commitment to a new
career or job path that allows fulfillment of those
dreams. At the same time, you are cutting the
bonds of the past that have held you in check.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22—December 21). This

s a great month for travel, taking classes, catch-
ing up with friends, or meeting with groups and
organizations. You are in a very social mood. You
can parlay this into any kind of business activity
as well. You are very flexible and seem to have
solutions at your fingertips, There is an overriding
concern about your career that helps keep a clear
sense about what your plans need to accomplish.
You have to justify to yourself the way you expend
your resources. Make sure that you mix your busi-
ness and social lives. That is the best way to use
these energies for this month

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19). You have
wo main areas of focus this month. One is your
resources: your maney, your talent, your skills, and
what you invest your time in. Avoid carelessness
with any part of those resources—they demand your
attention. The other focus is your personal identity
makeaver. You are cleaning out what doesn't work
in your life at all levels. For some of you, this may
seem to be a very unstable time; others welcome
the cleaning-out. By the end of the month, you are
ready to put some stability back into your life,

AQUARIUS |:Ji1r.l.£||"y' 20-February 1 B). You are cer-
tainly more social and interactive than you have been
inawhile, taking the initiative and asserting yourself
more than before. Your tolerance for rude people is
very low. You may seem rather unstable to others and
could be a great time to start a new
project that requires all your attention. Remember to
take it easy on the 7th and 8th when you want time
to yourself, Keep an eye on your finances this month;
you could easily spend money impulsively. And you
are not particularly patient this month.

yourself. This

Read Lilly Roddy's forecast for all of 2009, which
appeared in OQutSmart’s January tssue. For more
astro-insight, log on to www.lillyroddy.com.

Thank you for voting me your Community Hero
and your Favorite Community Photographer!

1eres lookitg at you, Kids.

the website:
Monirase Softball League
TGRA

HRG Gala

GMCH & Bayou City Women's Chorus
Bt @ TUTS Night at the Hobiby Cenler
Act OUT/Alley Theatre
Biack Tie Dinner
Houston Pride Band
Pride Parade

And mare!

Need a professional photographer for yuur special
event? Call Dalton at (713) 622-2202.

PROTECTING YOUR PARTNERSHIP

The Wethan Law Firm

A Professional Corporation

Attorneys & Counselors
AV Rated by Marindale Hubbell

Board Certified in Consumer and Commercial Law
by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization®
Charles M.R. Vethan, Esq”

* Protecting Assets in Alternative
Lifestyle Relationships

« Partnership and Business Planning

= Divorce and Family Law for
Same Sex Partners

= Medical and Financial Powers of Attorney

» Contracts & Commereial Transacations

713.526.2222

2909 Baldwin Street

Miptown Locanon iy THE MONTROSE

l OWN" l(‘)'\\ N

April18-19
& 25-26

Sacurdc
“'wun{iau% 12pm=- 9pm

HOUSTON

Stc. Paceys Specidl........... § 750

rly Bird Ticker............. $10

Regular Tick

................... 315

Targer Kids FREC

Marc Mavisg”
Broussard | Staples
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Photos by Dalton DeHart

OUT IN HOUSTON

Michael Flynn, Congressman Barney Frank, Annise Parker, Richard Maier, and
Robert Vlasis at the Annise Parker fundraiser-reception on Feb. 17,

Delma Cummings, Lucy Watson, and Pat Gandy at
the Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI) 2009 Valentine's
Dinner and Dance on Feb. 14

Bob Houghton, Chuck Renslow, and Mr. Leather
Houston Rene Cantu at the Dinner in Black on Jan. 25.

VE

Scott Thomisson, Josh Cones, Billy Underwood, Danny
Villarreal, Pat Siddons, and Parker Langley at the
Bayou City Boys Club Jungle 17 Kick-off Party on Jan. 25

Theatre Under the Stars' cast of Legally Blonde at Out at TUTS night on Feb. 12.

Alex Martinez, Jared Lano, Stephanie 0'Keffe, Paul
Scott, David Arpin, and Rob Scamardo at the Equality
Texas' Merry Merry Martini Mixer Houston on Feb, 5.
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King Olympus XXXIX Ray Kroulik and Queen Olympus ~ Tina Berry, Robert Ross, Liz Eynatten, Matt Sontag,
XXXIX Billy Bailey at The Krewe Of Olympus Ball on
Feb. 7

and Daniel Siebert at ActOUT at the Alley Theatre
performance of Mrs. Warren’s Profession on Jan. 22.

Christian Rogers, Vince Flickinger, Jason Davis, and
Brandon leffries at the Bunnies on the Bayou 30th
Anniversary Kick-off Party on Feb. 8

Houston's Art4Life 2009 on Jan, 24.

Tom Conroy and Michael Crowder at AIDS Foundation  Ryan Lindsay, Brad and Diana Wander, and John
Palmer at John Palmer's Art Satori Collection on Jan, 24,

Sunday, March 15th, 2009
8 a.m. — Check-In
9 a.m. = Opening Ceremonies
10 a.m. — Walk Begins!

Sam Houston Park Downtown
1000 Bagby Street

Register Now!

(713) 403-WALK (9255)
AIDSwalkhouston.org

PRESENTED BY
Chevron

PRODUCED BY

¢
AIDS

FOUNDATION

HOUSTON

HOUSTON
7990 - 2009

Join us at the AIDS Walk Kick-0ff Party at
Salud! Winery Thursday, January 15th, 4:30-7:00
3939 Montrose Blvd., Houston TX 77006

Benefiting AIDS Foundation Houston, Inc. as
well as 14 outstanding HIV/AIDS organizations.

D 5FO
10! Nsg

© lad
“Ston's gier mAGHY




FREE Z0OM2!
TEETH WHITENING

ith cleaning, exam and X-r

Join Dr. Herzog’s .
Smile High Club.
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