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Click here to Register online for
read the your FREE
current OutSmart Pride
issue, plus Card

N'I

web-only news invitabions and

1
columnists. noney saving g

Missed an issue? Looking for a
particular article we ran? Check
out back issues of QuiSmart
here!

Click here for the national and
international gay and lesbian
weekly news briefs.

« Health News

= Political & Gay Righls

Visit us @ OutSmartMagazine.com

our axclusive and receive special

stories and exclusive offers from QutSmart
special on-line mercharis. View the curmeant

coo! stuff freehies!

We'd like to infroduce you to
a few friends of ours

VIEW over 2004 personal
ad. And here is your chance
to mtreduce yourself]
PLACE a FREE

OutSmart personal.

'l Laser Vision Correction

Manmaged through Laser Eye |nshtute

| We do windows.

| Laser Vision Corvection
Jor Nearsightediness,
Farsighteduess and

Astrgmatism.
Starting ar $849 per eye

. It's been said the eyes are
the windows to the soul—

Today’s Vision
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Looking for a greal gift idea? Order an QutSmart
Subscription on our secured website.You'll look
maahvalous in our collector QutSmart T-shirts.

Don't want the trouble of qudLib!ﬂg ycur very own
website? Order online and pwmm

let OutSmart market your |
business or service with
SmartPage custom-

designed webpages! I

Online Classifieds

Do you have something to seall, rent or announce to the

community ?

PLACE a Ciassified Ad here on our secured wabsite.

Logking for a new apartment, new home or automobile?
VIEW the Classifieds Ads online,

Need another phone jack instalied?
Need an additional phone line for a
security system, or a modem,ora

fax line?

Call Kim Berry at

]
omm - _King
ommunications
Voice, Data, & Fiber Optic Cabling
Nortel-Certified Technicians

Serving residentiol and commercial communication needs.

P.O. Box 66231, Houston, TX 772666231

Office 713.522.1248 « Cell 832.347.3784
Fax 713.522.1412 » Email kberrycom@aol.com

ALTERNATIVESis
the nation’s only GAY
OWNED AND OPER-
ATED alcohal, drug
and mental health pro-
gram whose leader-
ship has provided over
25 years of pride and
service to the Gay,
Lesbian, Bi-Sexual and
Transgender
Community.

ALTERNATIVES
specializes in treating
HIV/AIDS-related

grief and loss. Our HIV
specialists are avail-
able to address all
medical concerns.
Medicare & most
insurance accepted.
JCAHO Accredited

BREAK AWAY

FROM ALCOHOL, DRUGS,
DEPRESSION & ANXIETY

Tips on Choaosing
Gay Treatment

Ask:
w Are you in a safe &

secure Gay Owned and
Operated facility?

w Will you be treated in a
Dedicated Gay Unit?

w Will you be cared for
by experienced Gay
Professionals and Gay
Support Staff?

v Is your Treatment
Center dedicated to the
Gay Community and
supportive of our caus-

es?

Beware of :

@Tréatmem centers and

programs that exploit
the gay community.
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Karen Derr

@& Associates Realty

Now hiring real agenrs for our new Montrose office!

HEIGHTS RENTALS - Downstairs unit in populor Indigo
Flats now ovoilable with stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, centrals ond gated parking. $675 per month
Close Io restourants, grocery ond more. Call Marty
Justus 713-538-7870

HEIGHTS EXPANDED QUEEN ANN - This greaf new 2
slory has hallway entry, high cellings, hardwoods of
coursa, modem Kilchen with granite counlers is open fo
o lorge den, lorge master down, study s o bonus, 3
bedroams up, french doors open fo large deck, lorge lof
has real driveway bock fo 2 cor gorage. $459,800 Call
Bill Boldwin 281-850-6862

NEW cousmucnuu BY ALLEGRO - Hafgnrs Victorian
Serles, detached goroge, bockyard, side deck, bolh
formais plus den with fireploce, luxury master sulte -
People Love Porchas - $358,000. Sae KarenDerr com
for video tour or Call Bill Baldwin af 281/850-6862

KarenD

GALVESTON VICTORIAN—Totally renovated, opproximately
3,500 sq. . inthe heart of Galveston's Historic District. Walk
fo the strand or minutes from the beach. Two story with lots
of 1890's charm retoined but many new updates. Owner/
ogent. $259,000. Call Marly Justus 713/639-7870.

HISTORIC 8TH WARD home hos been beoutifully redone.
Double-sided fireploce, hardwood floors, updated kilchen and
both. Front yord feotures kol pond and exfansive land-
scaping, Oasis back-yard features pool, decking & waotertoll.
264,900 Coll Bob Derr 713-875-7049 See o Flash mavie
of this fine home at www,KarenDerr.com

HOT HEIGHTS RENOVATION - exparienced Helghts renovator i nao-
ing complefion of fis forge otally remodaled 3 bedroom 2 bath holise:
0n o great Heights shreed. Beaufiful hordwoods. great Bloor plan, all new
witls, floors, wiring, pliambing, centrols, mosler with sludy down,
madem kilchen has granite counders, fots of cobinel spoce, big clos-
#ts and maore, full sized lof, 2 cor goroge, nested in beoutiful makure
tress. Skl time fo chaosa cobors! $399,900 Coll Bill Baldwin 281-
B&0-6862

errcom © De
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1/2 ACRE ON HEIGHTS BOULEVARD - designaled his
lorle, thase beoutiful grounds are fully fenced with
wrought iron. 3000 s.1. house wilh carioge house
Currenfly law offices but this could be your dreom home
Huge kifchen with sub-zero. $675,000 Call Karen Derr
713-862-1600

WONDERFUL HEIGHTS HOME - ranovoted ond exponded
in 1998, wood floars, huge den with high ceilings, fra-
ditional formals, faskeful but modern kifchen. Sun room
Is beaufiful and includes o spa. All baths are sparkling
and fresh. Tropical yard with deck is fully fencad with
aulo gate, 3 badrooms, 2 baths, 2,188 51, 6,000 5.1
Iot. $340,000 Call Koren Derr 713-B62-1800. See o
Flash movie of this house al KoranDerr.col

] o
HISTORIC BRICK HOME wos 0 Baphs! reclory. Exguis-
ilely updated, it features 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, plus o
study. Open style kitchen has slab granite counter-tops
with slainless applionces. Wrought ron fenced and
much more. 5375,000. Call Karen Dérr to ses this
beautitul horme! 713-875-7060

HAVE YOUR CAKE & EAT IT 7O - built in Ssp? 1996 by Slerls ng
Victonan Homes, this fiwe wo srar, hoime was b

mruuqhnm beautiful moderm kichan plnm sr-1=p(w~ ‘mr
porches, large moster has iT's own pareh, porch off living room
overlooks downbown, nics bock yord & ivs morel $285,000 Coll
Bob Der lor more information af 713-875-7049. See o Flosh
maovie of inis house o1 KarenDer.com

WONDERFUL HEIGHTS TREASURE wos probabily o farm
house. High ceilings, exposed beams, wood fioors, loks of
windows - not your fypical bungalow! Master bedroom hos
sitting area. Living room has roised orea for o piano, ete
Little room on back waos old second bath & could be re-
siored. Huge fully-fenced lol oiso ealures koi pond. Call Bob
Der o sea the great homel $159,000. 713-875-7049

>rches.com

Letters

SINGING OUR PRAISES

| wanted to take this opportunity to thank you
for the great article that Sally [Huffer] wrote.
["We Will Keep on Singing Until We're Heard!"
December QutSmart] The guys were so ex-
crted and we appreciate so much the support
that you have given us!

The concerts were very successful. We
sold over 900 tickets (only 250 last year). Tues-
day night SOLD OUT for the first time since
1993! The audience seems to really love it
Thank you once again for your support.

lames Knapp
Director; Gay Men's Chorus of Houston

| am delighted to find author Taro Gold pro-
filed by OutSmartl [ The Tao of Versace,” De-
cember] | received his wonderful little book
Open Your Mind, Open Your Life as a birthday
present from a co-worker a few months ago
and have been reading from it every day since
then. it has become like a littie book of daily
guidance for me and has truly helped me
change my outloox for the better.
| had no, idea, however, until Alan
Davidson's interview that Taro Gold is a young
gay man| How fabulous is thatl? | sometimes
find myself thinking that younger people, es-
pecially young gay men, woefully lack wisdom,
but Taro Gold is shining proof that there are
incredibly wise young pecple among us. (Per
haps his gayness has even contributed to such
wisdom.) | thank you for sharing more about
Taro with us in the pages of OutSmart]
David Owens
Houstan

On the Pride Commitiee of Houston being in
cluded as one of the ploces to think about giving
to during the season ["Ten Ploces to Share Your
Wealth" by Ann Walton Sieber, December]

As | have been working with the Pride
celebration for almost 20 years and sometimes
feel burned out, there always seems to be an-
other wind that blows in to give me valida-
tion. | feel that our night parade has helped
put our city on the map as something 1o be

proud of, just like PYA, the Center for AIDS,
and OutSmart.

We have been kicked around a lot: losing
the referendum, seeing the thieves of Enron,
really takes a toll

We have to continue to do the best we
can. Thank you and everyone at OutSmart for
your continued support for Pride. From the
most original floats, | will never forget the fish
tank, to your great coverage and promotion of
Pride to our community, You are truly a com-
unity treasure, Thanks again for all you do.

Jack Valinski
Volunteer Executive Director;
Pride Committee of Houston

Tharks so much for your column in the De-
cember OutSmart [OutRight,
Antiwar Gay Left,’ by Dale Carpenter].

| am extremely active in Demaocratic poli-

Follies of the

tics but as a fiscal conservative and a bit
hawk on defense issues, | get really tired of lis-
tening to all of my good liberal friends berate
what we as a nation are doing right now.
Thank you for pointing out that the right
to dissent that these folks use to make t
comments would certainly not be tole

ated in
many of the nations they are effectively defend-
ing with their statements—and we won't even
talk about the price they would pay for their
homosexuality. My boyfriend—while not a Mus-
lim—is from an Arabic country [where] the
penalty is effectively death
Great job. It's nice to know there's at |east
one more patriotic queer out there
Jimimy Wynin
Houston

Thanks for publishing en your website Sue Null's
Further Reminiscences of a Streetwalker”
[QutSmart De-cember website issue at
www.outsmartrnagazine. comfissue/i12-01/
essayhtml.] Sue is a treasure. 'm glad readers
of Outdmart and subscribers to Han-MNet now
have an opportunity to find this out
John Kellett
Houston

LOVE LETTERS? HATE MAIL?

We want it all! Tefl us what you think
about OutSmartWhat got you think-
ing? What got on your nerves! Send

to Letters, 3406 Audubon Place,
Houston, Texas 77006, or e-mail to

letters@outsmartmagazine.com.

From the Publisher

n February, QutSmari magazine will be

entering its ninth year in publishing.

We'd like to thank our readers for
continuing to support our advertisers who
keep us in publishing. They advertise in
OutSmart beeanse they want to put the
message forth that they seek and value the
business of the GLBT community—in
return, please suppert them with your
business and let them know how much you
appreciate them

If there is a gift that could be found from
the tragedy of September 11, it is the
reminder to often embrace those we love
and to make sure that our lives are filled
with both meaning and joy. For all of us at
OuiSmart, that means being able fo publish
a magazine for the community that we love
and are proud to be part of. Thank you for
this tremendous opportunity.

Like many businesses, OutSmart was
hit hard during the aftermath to the World
Trade Center tragedy. Admitledly, some
days it has been just plain difficult to
continue going about “business as usual.”
Especially when our publishing company's
growth and existence depends so much on
the health and confidence of our advertisers
as well as the mercy of the economy.

Just how stressful has it been for us?
Just look at my head—I've pulled all my
hair out!

Last month, OutSmart faced a difficult
business decision: whether we should
change the magazine format from glossy
paper stock back to newsprint. The decision
was hard, but the choice was obvious. It
was the prudent thing to do; we thought of
it as akin to rationing and other austerity
measures during World War II,

When the economy permits, we look
forward to putting out a glogsy magazine
again. But for now, this format will give
us greater conirol over our company’s
growth and an even greater opportunity to
add more new columnists and features. It
will also afford us more energy and
resources Lo attend to our mission of
slaying the dragon of homophobia and
spotlighting the
achievements of our
great community.

Here's to a new year
of hope for peace,
prosperity, and health
for all of us.

Greg Jeu
Publisher
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THE CENTER FOR AIDS:

Hope & Remembrance Project

in association with the

ALLEY
THEATRE

present an encore performance of

IN CONCERT

and Ly
Book by William Finn and James Lapine

y William Finn

Directed by Paul Hope and Michael Tapley
Musical Direction by Kim Hupp

JANUARY 21, 2002

7:30 p.m,
Alley Theatre Large Stage

FOR TICKET INFORMATION
CALL 713.228.8421

Tickets from $36.50

JANUARY 2002 OutSmart
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Latanya Richardson
[Entertainment Weekly, 11/30/01, Ken Tucker)

On her role as Judge Sims on A&E'’s 100 Centre Street, the only
show with a female black judge as a main character: As for up-
coming plotlines, Richardson reveals, “[Judge Sims] is going to
run for mayor. I have this speech where I say, ‘As you all know; |
am black, I am a woman, and yes, I am gay, and my press person
is going ‘Oh, no!’ ” She giggles, delighted.

Meshe -r’

Kate Clinfon

|The Advocate, 12/25/01, Kate Clinton)

Audiences are traumatized [because of Sept. 11]. They're happy
to be out, i.e., of the house. They laugh hysterically, glad for any
release. It's easy to go easy. I could just do jokes—“Céline Dion
goes into a bar; bartender says, Why the long face? " The current
comedy coda is to lay off Bush, to stand behind the president.
Huh. Only if I ean put up two fingers behind his head.

4l Y -
L") Lr'u i -:F;'"I'Iifjg. ‘r‘;g 1?{ [Olympic swimmer)
(A&L, 12/01)
A&U: If you had a choice to have dinner with anyone from
history, who would it be?
Bill May: Adam. Was Eve really who he wanted or did he just
settle because there wasn't anything else on the menu?

Dr. Mathilde Krim

[A&U, 12/01, Dale Reynolds)

“If I were president, I would follow Bill Clinton’s lead and give
AIDS the highest national and international priority as a secu-
rity threat, which it certainly is. I would promote voluntary test-
ing and strongly encourage and fund prevention education
programs, as have been proposed by Surgeon General Dr. David
Satcher. For heaven’s sake, leadership is about convinecing oth-
ers to follow.”

n Q@h Grant
[Us Weakly, 1/29/01) .
I've always wanted to be a rock star who is sent women's undies.
I've been sent underwear by a man and wish he'd stop, but I'm
too polite to say anything.

ARS AGO [ PP i

Pt Barbara Jordan
[1997 Today's Out Look Calendar]
Barbara Jordan, born in 1936, was the first African American
woman from the Deep South te be elected to the U.S. Congress.
When she died of pneumonia on January 17, 1996, the obituaries
in some U.8. newspapers listed Nancy Earl as Jordan's “longtime
companion,”

Pt Billy Tipton

1997, Today's Out Look Colendar)

Jazz musician Billy Tipton died on January 21, 1989, as the result
of an ulcer; he had refused to go to the doctor for fear it would be
discovered that he was born female. Born Dorothy Lucille Tipton,
the musician appeared to the world as a man for over 50 years,
during which time he married and adopted three sons.
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Boston Public

(Boston Public, 12/01, Fox)

N |

Leslie Jordan [I)
& Anthony Heald *

Homophobia High?

These exchanges took place after Boston Public's vice princi-
pal, Scott Guber (Anthony Heald), saw two female high school
studentis kissing during rehearsal for a scene from the high
school play. In the first exchange, Guber confronted faculty
member Dr. Benjamin Harris (Leslie Jordan).

Dr. Benjamin Harris: | said we were doing It's Our
Town Il.

Scott Guber: By Thornton Wilder?

No, by Susan Miller.

You told me it was Wilder,

I may have said it was [slight

pause] wilder than the eriginal.

You will cancel the play.

Cancel it?

Qur funding for our aris program rides on this, Dr. Harris. | won't
have it jeopardized by an aberrant piece of filth!

Filth?! Why . . . you're a putz. My word!

You will cancel the play naw.

Guber then talked to the principal, Steven Harper (Chi
McBride).

Scoft Guber: The foundation thinks they're coming to see
Our Town. That's what Dr. Harris said it was geing to be,
Principal Harper: They've been rehearsing for six
weeks.

The problem is that grant is conditioned on arts being in good
laste,

Who decides what's in good taste? You?

Better me than that little peanut.

Dr. Harris steps in: | heard that.

Guber, to the principal: Listen, |'m just trying to aveid a
Mapplethorpe situation,

Dr. Harris, to Guber: You're a homophobe. My word!

Guber, to Harris: Our Town [I. You tricked me, you little roach.
Dr. Harris: He called me a roach!

Principal: We’re not gonna shut down the play, Scott.
Dr. Harris: Thank you.

Guber: You can kiss the grant goodbye.

Principal: Then we’ll just have to do that.

Later, when Guber went backstage in the theater, he found
two boys kissing . . . not for rehearsals. This was the last
episode in December. We're looking forward to its continua-
tion of the storyline in January (Mendays at 7 p.m. on Fox).

"W he lie that most galls McKellen

! is that an actor’s offscreen
sexuality limits his on-screen roles.
He has absolutely no patience with
Tom Cruise’s lawsvits alleging that
if audiences think he’s gay, he will
no longer be able to play romantic 744
leads or action heroes. “He’s talking nonsense,” McKellen says. “It's a
very juvenile view of an audience’s reaction to actors. Is Tom Cruise
suggesting that if he ever wears a beard in the future which is not his
own, that we are not to take that performance seriously? Or, indeed—
now he’s no longer married—that if he were to play a married man, he
couldn’t possibly be convincing? One doesn’t have to speculate on
Tom Cruise’s sexuality to attack his point of view.”

Conan O’Brien

Lote Night with Conan O Brien
g

12/01, NBC)

Conan O'Brien At goys on grass!

A Texas court has
upheld a law that
makes it illegal for
two men to have sex
together in their
home. Which ex-
plains why gay men
all over Texas are
having sex on their
front lawns.

According to a zool-

ogy journal, research-
ers have discovered
gay orangutans liv-
ing in Asia. Appar-
ently, you can tell
which orangutans are
gay—they're the ones
who throw their feces
like a girl.

Britney Spears has to
re-shoot some scenes
for her upcoming movie
because test audiences
didn’t like long scenes
of Britney in nothing but
her underwear. Appar-
ently, the test audiences
were made up entirely
of gay orangutans,

Related orangutan quote from Jimmy Fallon on Saturday Night Live (12/
15/01): A scientist for the Wildlife Conservation Society is the first person
to discover homosexual behavior in wild orangutans. When asked exactly
how he discovered the homosexual behavior, the scientist got really quiet.

OutSmart
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GrooveQut
by Chris Sill

CHER AND CHER ALIKE

More of a good thing is fine with us. Plus the Chemical Brothers

Cher

Uﬂng Proof Warner Brothers

It's a known fact in the music business that
few things are more difficult than following
up a hit album—especially
when it's a worldwide smash,
gselling more than 11 million 3
copies, as was the case with §
Cher. While the phenomenal
success of Believe introduced
the Academy Award-winning
aclress and gay icon to a new
generation of fans, simulta- 8
neously that success also cre-
ated a tremendous amount of pressure and
anticipation for what is to come next. Not that
it's a bad spot to be in. Undoubtedly there are
plenty of divas who would kill to have the kind
of success Cher has seen at this stage of her
career. But the question remains, can Cher
continue this success and have us all believ-
ing again! With Living Proof the diva puts
her winning formula to the test.

Enlisting a talented production ensemble
that includes Mark Taylor from Believe,
songwriting superwoman Diane Warren, and
Nick Bracegirdle, the man behind the hit
dance act Chicane, Living Proof opens with
an onslaught of Eure-dance anthems. Among
them, “The Music’s No Good Without You” and
“Song for the Lonely” command complete at-
tention. “The Music's No Good” is already out
as a single in Europe, and “Song for the
Lonely” will be released in the U.S. on Janu-
ary 14, after being debuted by Cher on the
American Music Awards January 9. After lis-
tening to the uplifting, almost patriotic lyr-
ies, one ecan't help seeing this song embraced
by America. Hats off to Warner Brothers for
choosing this as the first U.S. single.

Things slow down for just a minute with
the R&B-fueled “Rain Rain,” but Cher picks
up the pace again with “Love So High” and
“Body to Body.” Here she continues her love

JEFF HARNAR GOES ALL THE WAY, AND MAMMA MIA!'S KAREN MASON “COMES OUT”

affair with Latin rhythms, with D.J and pro-
ducer Tony Moran helping pour on the spice.
H there’s a fallible part to Living Proof, it
comes late in the equation. “Real Love” quite
? simply should have been left
out. Nothing about it sounds
original, from its tired chord
structure and drum track to the
annoying vocal acrobatics elec-
tronically created by the vo-
coder. And although Mr.
Bracegirdle provides his signa-
ture glorious soundtrack on
“You Take It All,” the song it-
self keeps this one from surfacing.
Ultimately, time will tell if Living Proof
proves itself. There's little artistic ground
broken here. In fact, everything about it, in-
cluding the marketing strategy,
is a copycat of Believe—that’s
why America will be near last
in seeing it on store shelves,
with the exception of imports.
But copyeat or not, Cher deliv-
ers a bubbly set of dance jams
that will pleasantly distract
any within earshot, and that
kind of distraction is something
that most Americans are searching for these
days. Besides, being a living legend entitles
you to some liberties, doesn't it?

The Chemical Brothers

Come with Us Astralwerks)

“Come with us, and leave your planet behind.
Bright and clear we see the light. Our uni-
verse 18 at your side.” An out-of-this-world
opening track invitation like this one is noth-
ing new for fans of Tom Rowlands and Ed
Simons, the duo who make up the Chemical
Brothers. Like their previous three albums,
Come with Us extends an open invite aboard
their spaceship, traveling to their personal
psychedelic world of electronica. Come with

Us puts down much of its roots in-house, in a
slight departure from their signature break
beat vibe. Not to fear, quite a bit of the album
excels and pushes the boundaries of today's
sound, including the house tracks. Yes, it's a
bumpy flight, but neither seatbelts nor RSVPs
are needed here, just an open mind and plenty
of room to roam.

All aboard? First stop Africa, for a fierce
tribal tech-house workout with “It Began in
Africa.” Already released as a single, this mon-
ster of a club record has already been igniting
dance floors the past few months. Moving on,
the boys take a crack at the filtered disco-house
sound with “Star Guitar,” An orgy of deep
soothing bass lines, punchy kick drums, and
fazed-out keyboard washes create one of the
most sensuous feel-good tracks of the new year.
On “Hoops” the boys get to some
serious booty shaking with this
pure electro jam.

Label mate Beth Orton
shows up on “The State We're
In," making voeal magic once
again with a dreamy down-
tempo song, one of only two on
the entire CD. The other sees
ex-Verve vocalist Richard
Ashceroft searching the galaxy for answers on
“The Test.” If there's such a sound as psyche-
delie folk, this is it. Thick guitar strumming
meets Middle Eastern wind instruments
while cruising through the Milky Way on acid,

Come with Us is a trip you won't want
to end, as the Chemical Brothers show us
once again why they are at the top of their
game. Passengers awaiting takeoff should
mark January 29 as their de-
parture day.

By day, Chris Sill works as a
buyer at Soundwaves; by night,
he spins tunes at Rich’s. He can
be reached at csill@ infohwy.com
or www.djchrissill.com.

When the Sun Comes Qut is a new collection

Saommy Cahn All the Way. |eff Harnar offers
both traditional and contemporary interpreta-
tions of Sammy Cahn classics, including “Time
After Time," "lIt's Magic,” and “"Come Fly with
Me" Harnar is a two-time MAC (Manhattan
| Association of Cabarets) Award winner as Best
Male Yocalist and a three-time Bock Stape
Bistro Award winner. The CD is now available
in stores. For more information, visit
WWWY, Jeromere:ords com. —-Bime DlStefnno

of Broadway showstoppers, torch songs, Ameri-
can standards, and pop classics by Karen Mason,
star of Broadway's smash hit musical Mamma Mia!
“| Have a Dream,” the ABBA song from the show;
" is included as a special bonus track. The CD also
features songs by Kander and Ebb, Lennon and
= McCartney, George and irs Gershwin, shd niore,
- Now available in stores. For more information,
visit www.jeromerecords.com, —BD :
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Countrywide
can show you
the way home.

At Countrywide Home Loans,
we streamline the home loan
process 5o you can close faster
and easler than you ever
thought possible. In fact, we
close often in 10 days or less.

* Fast up-front approval.

* Rate protection while you shop.

» No down and low down payment options.

* Local decision makers with the power to say "yes".

We've already helped over 2 million Americans move into a
house of their own.We would like to help you next.

Matthew Vest. Branch ManageriUnderwriter

— Roger nﬂy, Horme Loon Corsultant
Lo Countrywide® 2714 W. Lake Houston, Suite 180
T HOMELOANE Houston, TX 77339

Easy. Really”  (281) 361-8546

fax (281) 361-0355
e-mail: Matthew_Yest@countrywide.com

e pul the heart of the firm
o every case Jor ¢ client

\ ot 2t g’
=?HQME
2 %Mz/ 27

N othing says maore about you
than your home. Understanding
the unique needs of gay and
lesbian homebuyers is what
Ronnie Kee does best. Helping
you select your desired location
and home, to finding
a mortgage company
thar’s equally sensitive to gay issues
is a top priority for him.

Call Ronnie today and start living
the lifestyle you deserve.

(K)
RONALD KEI

2

Only 1in 20

g e RO rERT | ES
CRS designation.

Get Serious!

Get a CRS!

(Cermrien Resmesma SPecawst) (7‘3) 523-4242

2323 §. Shepberd D, See. 1170
Howsson, Tous 77019
Toll-Free: 1-866-RELORON

RONNIE KEE,
CRS, GRI, ABR
Broker!Realtor
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"%oss  MOVIES WITH A TOUCH OF GAY

Lily Tomlin, Judi Dench, & Kate Winslet

TAKE ASEAT.

Relax. Finding the right seating is easier than [

you think, Whether it's a desk chair that takes

GUGGENHEIM SECTIONAL
the hard out of work or a sectional so beautiful

AR A (P - Ll BB

that it's the conversation piece of the party.

The Anniversary Party

alad vou didn't Cantoni offers a unique collection of furniture

AN

his

and accessories sure o sweep you off your feet,

be glad you are
Colin Hanks (I)
and Lily Tomlin .

Kevin Spacey (|} §
and Judi Dench

o sea it

Rest assure you can take a seat at Cantoni.

UNGREDITED, 3HPPMNG - DO

@ Orange County is the story of what a | death of his estranged wife (Cate Blan-
high-school senior (Colin Hanks) goes !{*hpm, his fortunes begin to change when
through to get into Stanford University | his aunt (Judi Dench) convincea him to
when his guidance counselor ( Lily Tomlin) | move. The Bay Touch: It's a surprise. (Now play-
accidentally sends them the transcript of |ing.) @ Iris. Judi Dench and Kate Winslet

SIS & complete loser. The Gay Touch (besides | each portray the novelist Iris Murdoch in

IELIERETE  Tomlin): written by Mike White, the Buck | two distinel periods of her life. The Gay Touch: [N :
rental on VH: of Chuck & Buck. (Starts Jan. 11.)@ The | This is stretching it, but Kate Winslet )! "_’ i
and for sale on D! Shipping News iraces one man’s (Kevin | played a lesbian in 1994’s Heavenly Crea- e
Spacey) journey to self-discovery. After the | fures. (Scheduled for a January release.)

Y- CANIGE

Paltrow, and
eals. The Gay

I

' AnAuthorized A MERICAMN LEATHE R Retader

STORE HOURS = MON-FRI 10AM-7PM, SAT. 10AM-6PM. SUN: 1PM-5PM
WWW.CANTONI.COM FURNITURE « ACCESSORIES = DESIGN STUDIO

D
&

DESIGNING INTERIORS FOR MODERN LIFESTYLES | cantonl |
HOUSTON » 9889 WESTHEIMER » | BLOCK WEST OF GESSNER » 713.787.9494 '
DALLAS » 4800 ALPHA ROAD = 2 BLOCKS WEST OF THE GALLERIA + 972,934,919 '

ANRIVERSARY - NEW LINE WO

| Kate Winslet

THE LARGEST HOME &
GARDEN EVENT IN TEXAS

L

He wouldn't touch it, either. He'd recommend a specialist. Or two.

)

P

Then you'd do some serious interviewing.

George R. Brown
Conv. Center

Shouldn't you think of major dental work—like crowns, bridges and

implants—the same way? Because there's more to a great smile than

T L

meets the eye. That's why so many successful people who take their
looks and healthcare seriously call on Dr. Jonathan Penchas. A highly

s

T

>

respected and experienced specialist, Dr. Penchas is an internationally

recognized Prosthodontist who specializes in cosmetic and restorative Custom Jewelry Designs * Appraisals * Estate Jewelry A Pttt
dental procedures. Expert Repairs * Dealer in Fine Walches )

One-Stop Home & Garden Shopping

& N
Now is the time for you to invest in more perfect teeth and a terrific > 'y
EINER S (< The GMC Pro Tour - See the % Stylish Room Yignettes
3 latest GMC vehicles!

smile. Because a great smile is serious business.
" . <+ Landscaping Exhibits
Fzﬂe j,ewel}:y i ¥ Designer Home by Michael

For your complimentary consultation, call Dr. Penchas’s office. Stevens Custom Homes % Gourmet Cooking Shows

You'll like his manner, his approach and exquisite results.

1218 Fomily-Owned
< Art, Antique & Accessories % How-To Seminars
Showcase

Mon-Fri 9:30 am-6 pm * Sat 10 am-5 pm

Adults: 58

Kids under |4: FREE
$1-01F coupons and more info. onlime. TexasHomeandGarden.com

2210 Westheimer * Houston, TX 77098
(713) 520-1212

Jonathan Penchas, D.M.D., M.Ed. 315 Westheimer (next te Michaelangelo's) Tel: 713.807.9877
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Television
by Blase DiStefano

[PUCH « WIKE WEISSTBHOWTIME

LIGERISHOINT IME QILEE

OUEER &5 FOLK - WARK SE

Beggars
Missed episodes of Beggars
and Choosers before it was
cancelled? This great show
featured gay character
Malcolm Latfley (Tuc Wat-
kins, pictured), and it didn‘t
hurt that Alexis Arquette ap-
peared in drag. The weekly
marathon starts ot ¢ p.m. and
runs for 4/ hours every Sot-
urday and Sundoy in Janu-
ary on Showtime.
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QUEER TV IN THE NEW YEAR

EHAIE HASTOMNEC

Will & Grace. Grace (Debra
Messing, right) schemes to fix
up the mistress (Lesley Ann
Warren, left—remember her in
Victor/Victoria®) of Will's Eric
McCormack) father with a
friend as a faver to Will in
hopes that she will leave his
old man. The scheme back-
fires when they get o gay
friend os her date. Thursday,
January 10, 8 p.m. on NBC.

CutSmart

TURNER CLASSID MOVIES

Dietrich
Marlene Dietrich: Her Qwn
Song. Though her bisexual-
ity is not mentioned in this
documentary, it's worth the
watch. Jamie Lee Curlis nar-
rates. It features interviews
with her daughter; her sister’s
son; Rosemary Clooney; and
Burt Bacharach. Airs through-
out January, along with
many of her films. More info:
www.lumerclassicmovies.com.

Queer characters return and Queer Duck premieres

UEER AS FOLK Michael loves Brian but lives with David.

Brian loves Michael but lives to have sex with everybody

but Michael, Justin loves Brian but lives with Michael's
mother. Okay, it's really more complicated than that . . . and a lot
less trivial. Though not a representation of most gay people, Queer
as Folk 1s a nice slice of queerdom, a nighttime soap opera with
enough eye candy (for both men and women) to keep us coming
back for more. Which is what we're ready for. The new season be-
gins Sunday, January B, at 9 p.m., with repeat airings every Tuesday
at 10 p.m. on Showtime.

MORE QUEER NEWS Queer as Folk comes out
on VHS/DVD: The complete 22-episode first
season hits the stores on Tuesday, January 8. It
will be presented in a 5-tape VHS set and a 6-

dise special edition collectors DVD set fea-

: turing almost three hours of extras. Each
T boxed set is $119.98. We'll see you in line.

FROM ONE QUEER TO ANOTHER Queer Duck, which follows the
y Outrageous adventures of a gay duck who works as a male
i nurse, is the first series to expose the lives of gay cartoon
characters, Queer Duck and his friends—Openly Gator,

Bi Polar Bear, and Oscar Wildcat—all lead openly gay

Oz returns for another seo-
son to bombard us with vie-
lence, gay sex, fullfrontal nu-
dity, and occasional melo-
drama. Good scripts and
even better actors [Chris
Meloni [right], Lee Tergesen
[lef], Rita Moreno, to name
a very few) whel our appe-
tites for the following week's
episode, Starts Sunday, Jan-
uary &, at ? p.m. on HBO.

" lives. Jim J. Bullock and RuPaul (both openly gay, we
might add) lend their voices to this queer 'toon. Premieres
online at www.SHO.com in January; after the online de-
but, the series will air on Showtime on Tuesdays following the 9
p.m. broadecast of the other queer-titled show Queer as Folk.

Sex
The four straight (depend-
ing on your definition of
“straight”) women slip com-
fortably into their fourth year
with Sex and the City. Will
Samantha |Kim Cattrall, pic-
tured, top left) do it with an-
other woman again? Will all
that humor make us laugh?
We're sure of the latter. The
award-winner starts Sunday,

January 6, ot 8 p.m. on HBO.

A bad
e ; Problem. My conacss Were

TeCOmINg intolerable and | ;
COulbr't see wirh my plasses, | ijﬂff
nteresied in correcto, mrg:vry but
;.r:wwmed @bout compliiations and
nm ;:bf biggest chicken in the warld!

. .
uckerfr my fears wish |

d ey

Vision OF reading! B <
orrective fmﬁid i ﬁiﬁ”ﬁ'ﬁm

ged my lifer |

Connie Moore,
Moare & Hung Artomneyy

State-Of-The-Art Medical Eye Care
* Exams for glasses | contacts * Cataract Surgery
* LASIK Surgery ¢ Comprebensive Ophbthalmology

Diagnostic Eye Center Bellaire

Persanal attention for results you can son
Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD

§qzo Dasbwood, Suite 200 * Houston, TX 77081

| 7X3.6068.9118
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Board Certified P’eroniil n‘ o

rk Summer, .

KEN CLAUDE gmr

By Appointment

713.524,4759

Swedish
Light to
Aromat

* In Calls & Out Calls

MASSAGE BY KEN

THERAPEUTIC & RELAXING STRESS RELIEF

» Convenient Montrose Location
» Gift Certificates Available
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DEATH

7t MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

i
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STRESS... YOU CAN LIVE WITHOUT IT!
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Telecom Wireless -

in Allows Up
to 2 Free Phones
Free Motorola 3682

With approved credit and 1 year service agreement

Free

leather case, car charger and hands free

Best Ratein Houston

Call for current Promo

Free voicemail, caller 1.D.
Free 1" incoming minute

9699 o
6060 0
006924

Free paging alert
Free detail billing
Free conference calling

Anytima mmuies
d

15326 Béldlalire
713.807.1100 281.568.6108

2808 Milam

M-F 9:00 to 7:00

SAT 11:00 to 5:00

QO
PRIMECO

s

Free
Audiovox
1100

With approved credit and 1 year service agreement

200 minuTes $24 .99 A
with froo | Tictance =
with free long distance 3:3
DO
e 1* incoming minute on selected W&
rrree rate plan, voice mail, s
caller 1.D., and car charger Pre-pay or

Pre-pay

$25.00 @ 75 minutes
550,00 @ 200 minutes

549.00

$75.00 @ 500 Minutes

5193 FM1960 W
281.397.7320 281.988.7400

11507 Bellaire

SUN Closed

No Conlract Phone

>LE .J_ 12N N _.J,_J n&rﬁﬁad Sales & Leasing
ain Nismby -558-5000

TEXAN SINCE 1921
6445 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY = HOUSTON, TX 77074

]'{JACK ROACH FORD
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" CNN,PBS

Gaysttected’

inally, some good news. Sort of.

Many in the community know about

the 1998 murder of Marc Kajs, by
his ex-lover llhan Yilmaz, outside Urbana
restaurant. Yilmaz had been stalking and

threatening Kaijs for about seven months.

Kaijs had sought protection from the
Houston police numerous times, including
the early morning before his death when
Yilmaz actually chased Kais into the
police storefront on Westheimer. The
police told Kais they couldn’t help him
because he didn’t have a restraining
order and sent him away. That morning
after Kajs got off his shift waiting tables
at brunch at Urbana, Yilmaz come for
Kajs with & gun, chasing him down
Montrose and shooting him eight times
before also killing himself,

Marc Kajs's mother, Gloria Swidriski,
has sued the city of Houston, saying that
they are responsible for her son’s death,
asserting that they did not take adequate

| action to protect people in domestic
. violence cases, especially when the

~ pariners are gay. The case had enough

 serious implications that the national

ACLU filed a brief on its behalf.
What people may not know is that

the city of Houston's lawyers contended

that the police were not required to
protect Kajs because gays and lesbians

are not protected by the Equal Protection
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment of
the Constitution. (That's the one that says
“[No state shall] deny to any person
within its jurisdiction the equal protection

of the laws.”) And a U.5. District Court
decided in favor of this incredible piece
of reasoning, according to Resenberg.
So the good news is that on Decem-
ber 12, 2001, the U.S. Court of Appeals
in New Orleans reversed the lower
court’s opinion and said that, yes, gays
and lesbians do deserve equal protec-

tion under the law, including in domestic

violence cases.
Basically, what Marc Kajs’ mother

has won is the right fo a irial. A date has

not yet been set.

NewsS.(OMMENT
Calling Gay Vets

Houston chapter has been |
ormed of the Gay, Lesbian &
Bisexual Veterans of America, a
national group with chapters from
Palm Springs to San Antonio. |
Calling themselves America’s
“unwanted warriors,” GLBVA
| dedicates its efforts to overcoming the
ban on gay service in the military
and on creating a sense of pride in
gay service members and veterans.
There was a local chapter of
GLBVA about a decade ago, but after
several years of existence, it faded
away. The Houston GLBVA meetings
will be held the first Monday of the
month at the Houston Leshian &
Gay Community Center, 803
Hawthorne. For more information,
! see the national website at
| www.glbva.org, e-mail
houstonglbva@earthlink.net, or call
the community center at 713/5624-
3818 and leave a message.

qn Grover M.

scal Director

Savh - -."-f-'.‘ S -

%h%h ' rcd on Larry ng Live
annes; Good Morning America
LABC, CBS and NBC. He was
pruented with a special award from Hilliary
Clinton at the White House for his achievements®

%’ The Discovery Channel profiled his career

Ok
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and he has led breakthrough medical research.
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News & (oMMENT

Palmer Bids Farewell to
Positive Art Workshops

ftar 11 years of teaching
the Positive Art Work
hops, Patrick Palmer is

passing on the, er ... paint brush.
To recognize his years of work
teaching art to HIV-positive stu-
dents, the National Council of
Jewish Women will honor Palmer
on February 5 with the Hannah
G. Solomon Award; nomed for
the group’s founder, the award
is “the highest honor given by the
organization to individuals who
have been a catalyst for social
change.”

Palmer originally got the idea
for the classes after his bast
friend, Jim Hemesath, died in
1990. “In my attempt to do
‘something,’” Palmer soid, "I re-
alized o/l | could do was teach
and paintl So | set up the course,
which originally was just a 10-
waeek workshop which never
stopped.”

The classes were originally ot
the Art League, and then moved

to the Museum of Fine Arts’
Glassell School in 1998. Palmer
estimated that several hundred
people have taken them in the 11
years.

One of Palmer’s students,
Don Workmam, had a support
team that included a member of
the National Council of Jewish
Women, so he got the two
groups together. The Jewish
women's group became a main-
stay support o the classes, pro-
viding lunch, holiday and
birthday parties, and “just unlim-
ited amounts of support and
love,” said Palmer.

Sometimes we look at com-
munity activists and leaders and
think, “Oh, that's not for me—
that’s not the kind of thing | do.”
But Patrick Palmer is a real ex-
ample of someone who figured
out how te make a difference by
using the gifts and experience he
dlready possessed.

will continue under the guidance
of well-known Houston artist Ri-
chard Fluhr, and they will move
to the Houston Lesbian and Gay
Community Center every Friday,

The Positive Art Workshops | noonto 2 p.m., starting January

18. The classes are free and
open to anyone who is HIV-pasi-
tive, regardless of artistic expe-
rience or talent. For information,
call the community center at

713/524-3818.

AIDS Death Rate
Rising in Texas

he rate of deaths from AIDS in

Texas climbed in 1999 and 2000,
according to the Texas Department of
medical
director of Austin’s David Powell
Clinic, and other health officials said
they expect HIV eventually o become

Health. Gary Werntz,

Danburg to Seek Reelection

Gzly—l’r’iendly State Rep. Debra Danburg has announced she will seek reelection
in the November elections, with the primaries scheduled for March. Danburg
has served 10 two-year terms in the state capital. However, this election her
district has been reconfigured significantly; shifting to the southwest, Discrict 134
retains the Montrose area west of Montrose Boulevard, but loses the Heights and
adds West University and Bellaire.

National Briefs

RELIEF FOR 9/11
GAY WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS

Gay and lesbian partners of those killed
in the September 11 terrerast attacks on the
United States will be able to apply to the fed-
eral victims compensation fund for relief.

Congress directed the Justice Depart-
ment to make rules for how the claims should
be heard and gave broad discretion to Ken-
neth Feinberg, who was named to oversee the
fund. Feinberg (whose title is “Special Mas-
ter”) is required to award funds based on in-
dividual circumstances, Feinberg will there-
fore consider the merits of each same-sex
partner claim under the regulations, and can
provide recovery to same-sex partners based
an a variety of determining factors. The Spe-
cial Master can grant the same funding to
same-sex partners as married spouses would
receive should he determine the partner was
a “dependent” of the victim.

“Gay and lesbian survivors will get relief
from the fund, and we applaud the Justice
Department and Ken Feinberg for achieving
this important federal milestone,” said Rich
Tafel, executive director of Log Cabin Repub-
licans. “We would have preferred that the

regulations were more specific and the recov-
ery process simpler, but we are fully confi-
dent that Ken Feinberg, on behalf of the Bush
administration, will settle every case fairly
and equitably.”

LEBT YOUTH-RUN ACTION

On April 10, the Gay, Lesbian, and
Straight Education Network (GLSEN) will
stage the Day of Silence Project, in partner-
ship with the United States Students Asso-
ciation —making it the largest youth-run
LGBT action in the country.

First started in 1996 by students at the
University of Virginia, the Day of Silence
Project is a full-day action in which stu-
dents take a vow of silence to protest the
diserimination faced by LGBT people. In-
stead of speaking, participants hand out
“speaking cards” printed with a message
that explains why they have chosen not to
talk. The Day of Silence Project now occurs
in hundreds of high schools and colleges
across the country.

If you'd like to organize a Day of Silence
in your university or high school, you can get
the info you need at www.dayofsilence.org.

“The Day of Silence Project can be a tre-
mendously powerful launching pad for youth

News S CoMmeNT

to make a concrete difference in their school
communities,” said Chris Tuttle, national
student organizer.

NOW WE CAN GET THEM!

Two AIDS activists were jailed Novem-
ber 28 in S8an Francisco under the new fed-
eral anti-terrorism legislation, with bail set
at $500,000 each, in a case that calls up con-
cerns about Bush’s use of the September 11
attack to eliminate our civil liberties.

Michael Petrelis and David Pasquarelli
were arrested as a result of a “phone zap”
action, in which they urged people to call pub-
lic health officials and news reporters about
the proposed Model State Emergency Health
Powers Act, what they describe as an AIDS
quarantine proposal.

“The men currently languish in jail with
little prospect of release,” said a letter pro-
testing the arrests signed by such gay public
persons as Steve Ault and Harvey Fierstein,
“The prospect of high bail and escalating
criminal charges for protest is a genuine
threat to civil liberties.

“All of these cases send a clear message
to others who might engage in protest. In this
new legal and pelitical climate, activists must
beware.” ll

with HIV related weight loss.

HIV - Related Weight Loss / "Wasting"

Montrose Clinic / Body Positive Wellness Center is doing
a research study to see how a 12-week weight training
program with nutritional counseling, with or without an
oral anabolic steroid, affects lean body mass in men

All study volunteers will have 12 weeks of supervised
weight training, and will receive nutritional counseling.

packages."

Extended

Winter Sale
SAVE 20% - 50%

"Good things come in small

Loose Diamonds &
Semi-Mountings,

Diamond Rings,
Diamond Earrings
Diamond Bracelets,
Diamond Pendants
and more.

Some watch and jewelry brands excluded from the sale.

Participants will be assigned by chance to receive an
oral anabolic steroid or a placebo. Odds are 50/50 of
receiving the steroid.

Grand Marshal Nominations

he Pride Committee of Houston will accept nominations for grand marshals of
the 2002 Houston GLBT Pride Parade until January 11. You can find a
nomination form at www.pridehouston.org.

' resistant to some of the drugs that
produced a sharp decline in AIDS-
related deaths and for death rates to
begin climbing again. Department of
Health figures also show that more
intravenous drug users, poor people,
‘and minorities are being exposed to
HIV and are dying in Texas. Almost
one third of AIDS deaths in the state
since 1998 have been among African-
Americans, who make up less than 12 T
percent of the siate's population.
Health officials say the AIDS death
rate in Texas will continue to climb
without new treatments. More than
31,000 Texans have died of AIDS
complications since 1981,

Ask for Cass, your
community consultant
on fine jewelry

If you are interested in this study and think you might
qualify, please call one of the study coordinators for
more information.

. This study is being conducted by Dr. Shannon Schrader. I l I l | | IO(HI

Fine Fashion Jewelry. Diamonds, Bridal Jewalry
and Belter Swiss Walches
Mon. - Sal. 10-8, Thur. 10-9

3841 Bellaire Blvd. 713-668-5000

City Council Watch

he Houston Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus is starting a Councilwatch
Committee, a watchdog group whose purpose is “to keep current on the
history of the voting record(s) and actions of individual and groups of city council
members and the mayor of Houston so that we may better educate members of the
GLTB and progressive communities while also holding our elected officials
accountable to their constituents.” If you are interested in being a council watch-
dog, contact Deborah Rogers, caucus president, at voter@HGLPC .com.

Study Coordinators:
Richard Witt, PA-C
713-830-3013

Judé Aiken, RN
713-830-3014
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LeftOut

by Daryl Moore

“SANCHEZ FOR GOVERNOR"

Why Republicans are nervous and Democrats are cautiously optimistic

ith Republicans heolding every

statewide office in Texas, most

would think it's a bad time to be
a Democrat in Texas. Not me. I think it’s a
great time to be a Democrat in Texas. To
fully appreciate the possibilities of what
Democrats might do in next year's Novem-
ber elections, consider the recent Houston
mMAayor’s race.

Just last month, Orlando Sanchez—an
ineredibly conservative Republican in a
largely Democratic city—came within a few
points of pulling off a major political upset
that would have been a feather in the Re-
publican Party's cap and the first nail in the
Democratic Party’s coffin. Both parties know
that their political destiny lies largely in the
hands of the fastest-growing voting bloc in
the nation—Hispanics.

That's why both national parties poured
money into a local city election. That's why
George and Barbara Bush appeared in an ad

with Sanchez. And, that's why former New
York Mayor Rudy Giuliani taped an ad for a
candidate he doesn’t even know.

Republicans are scared. They realize that
if they are to keep their iron grip on Texas
politics, they are going to have to make in-
roads into the Hispanie community. In Or-
lando Sanchez, Republicans saw an
opportunity to finally put an Hispanic-
friendly face on a party that is so institution-
ally xenophobic that its platform seeks the
“immediate adoption of American English as
the official language of Texas.” (Do Spanish-
speaking Hispanics really pose a greater
threat to the King's English than native Tex-
ans do?)

Now, even though Sanchez lost, Republi-
cans are saying that his close finish indicates
they really are making inroads into the His-
panic community. They point to the fact that
the number of Hispanic voters from the last
mayoral election—when Brown defeated Rob

SEE

Motorola Tagx

For each phone:
$99.99 sw
~$50,00 malkin

000

24 Locations -~ Call f

713 .266.7

[ e
With the FamilyTime plan, two lines share:

Mosbacher and carried a majority of the His-
panic vote—doubled. They brag that this
time, Brown got only 25 percent of the His-
panic vote, Sanchez got 75 percent.

What the Republicans ignore, however,
is that while Sanchez did get 75 percent of
the Hispanic vote, Brown got 98 percent of
the African-American vote. In other words,
if the Hispanic community had stood behind
Sanchez like the African-American commu-
nity stood behind Brown, ex-council mem-
ber Sanchez would be Mayor Sanchez. The
problem for Republicans is that 25 percent

continued on page 24

Writing from the liberal
end of the spectrum, Hous-
ton attorney Daryl Moore
has a general practice and
is board-certified in civil
appellate law. He can be
reached at DarylMoore
@outsmartmagazine.com.
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OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

THERE /S REASON FOR OPTIMISM THIS NEW YEAR

Three blows against gay victimhood

ay writers, newspapers, and organi-

zations tend to emphasize the bad

things that happen in life. And 2001
was, in some ways, a bad year for gays. The
fourth largest city in the country, Houston,
voted to ban health and other benefits for
the same-sex domestic partners of gay city
employees. The military maintained—at
least officially—its “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
policy despite the wartime need for person-
nel, And, of course, the long national night-
mare that is Britney Spears continues with
no end in sight.

Nevertheless, tucked away in news sum-
maries about antigay ballot initiatives and
the latest tussles with the Boy Scouts, three
little items might have escaped your atten-
tion. Each is good news, though victim-mon-
gers out there will manage to find the cloud
in the silver lining. Here they are:

(1) Survey shows gays feel more ac-
cepted. The Kaiser Family Foundation re-

cently polled by telephone 405 randomly se-
lected, self-identified gays in 15 major U.S.
cities. Pollsters interviewed the subjects
about their experience of discrimination and
their encounters with verbal and physical
abuse. The survey found that 76 percent of
gay people believe they are more accepted
now by their fellow Americans than they
were a few years ago.

According to the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation’s survey of the general population,
more Americans than ever before report
knowing someone who is gay: 62 percent now
say they have a gay friend or acquaintance,
as compared to 55 percent three years ago
and just 24 percent in 1983.

Gay Americans are heeding the call to
come out of the closet. And that honesty ap-
pears to be paying off in the form of ungues-
tionably softened public attitudes about
homosexuality.

Skeptics will point out that the Kaiser

survey hardly eliminates doubts about how
deep acceptance of homosexuality really is.
There are, to begin, the usual questions about
survey methodology. Because the survey re-
quired gay people to identify themselves as
gay (query: what survey of gay people could
avoid relying on self-identification?) the
sample might have been skewed and the re-
sults therefore flawed.

But it’s hardly clear which way the
“flaw” of reliance on self-identification
would cut in a survey asking respondents
whether they feel accepted. On the one
hand, those homosexuals

Writing from the conservative
end of the spectrum, former
Houston resident and law
professor Dale Carpenter be-
gan his column for OutSmart
in 1994. Now living in Min-
neapolis, he can be reached
at OuiRight@aol.com.
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continued from page 22

of the Hispanic community is so solidly
Democratic that they refused to support an
Hispanic candidate who is a Republican,

And that's what spells trouble for the Re-
publican Party in Texas, Next fall, there will
be another Sanchez on the ballot. This time,
the Sanchez will be named Tony. And, this
time, the Sanchez will be a Democrat.

If Hispanic voters across the state turn
out next November like they did in the
Houston mayor’s race, Governor Rick Perry
will be in trouble. Because instead of car-
rying 75 percent of the Hispanic vote as
Orlando Sanchez did, this Sanchez could
carry more than 90 percent of the Hispanic
vote. If that happens, the Democrats can
take back the governorship as well as other
statewide offices.

Republicans say they're not worried
They point to Governor Perry's approval
ratings, which are hovering around 60
percent. And, they point to preliminary
polls, which show Perry has a 30-point
lead over SBanchez (48 to 18 percent, with 34
percent undecided),

Republicans should not be so comfort-
able with these numbers. After all, when
George Bush ran against Ann Richards,
Richards had 60 percent approval ratings
and a 30-point lead over Dubya just 10
months before the election. We all know how
that turned out.

Year 2002 just might turn out to be an
okay year to be a Democrat in Texas. It's
about time. H

OutRight

continued from previous page

with enough self-confidence to reveal their
sexual orientation to a stranger over the
phone may overestimate the degree to
which others accept them; further, they
may have sought out jobs and circles of
friends where they really are more ac-
cepted. On the other hand, because of their
openness, these same people may encoun-
ter more overt hostility than gays who re-
main closeted.

The survey also had some bad news.
Some 74 percent of the respondents said they
had encountered antigay verbal abuse, and
32 percent said they had been subjected to
physical abuse or property destruction be-
cause of their sexual orientation.

But because we don't know when these
incidents occurred, and because we have no
comparative data from the past, it's hard to
know whether there has been deterioration
on the abuse front. It's possible that as more
gays come out, especially in smaller towns
and rural areas, they will be easier targets

for the remaining homophobes who mean to
do them harm. This suggests rising accep-
tance may paradoxically accompany a tran-
sient rise in hate crimes.

{2) Survey says gays are richer than
straights. A new online survey of 6,300 self-
identified gay respondents sponsored by
OpusComm Group in cooperation with
Syracuse University has found that the
median combined annual household income
among gay couples is $65,000. That's 60
percent higher than the U.S. median house-
hold income.

This might sound like good news. It
suggests that, whatever obstacles gays
face in life, we have overcome them to a
large extent.

But the survey met immediate criti-
cism. Dr. Lee Badgett, an economics pro-
fessor at the University of Massachusetts,
lambasted the survey’s methodology, argu-
ing that Internet users are not represen-
tative in that they tend to be wealthier and
better educated than the general popula-
tion. Badgett’'s own research has shown
that individual gay men make less on the
job than straight men. Her research has
also shown that gay women earn about the
same as straight women, though both
groups earn less than men.

What's at stake in this debate? For gay
magazines and newspapers, it's about luring
potential advertisers who lust after wealthy
readers. For gay civil rights advocates, how-
ever, surveys like this undercut the case for
employment discrimination protection. If
we're already better off, why do we need civil
rights laws to make us equal?

(3) Survey says gay tesns ara less sui-
cidal than we thought. Two new studies de-
bunk the common assertion of gay civil
rights groups that gay teens are three times
more likely to attempt suicide than their
straight peers. The studies, conducted by a
Cornell University psychologist, found that
gay teens are only slightly more likely to
attempt suicide. Research heretofore on the
topic had interviewed teens from support
groups or shelters, where the most troubled
youths are found.

The Cornell studies concluded that gay
youth do indeed have more difficult lives,
“But most gay kids are healthy and resilient,”
says the researcher, Ritch Savin-Williams,
He adds that studies exaggerating their sui-
cide risk “pathologize gay youth, and that's
not fair to them.”

Evidence, even if not conclusive, of in-
creasing acceptance, higher levels of income,
and less dramatic suicide rates may not serve
the cause of portraying gays as helpless vic-
tims of homophobia in need of state protec-
tion. But it gives some reason to cheer in the
new year. ll
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The Rock in the Road

Pedaling his mountain bike, University of Wyoming freshman Aaron Kreifels
was having a good workout late Wednesday afternoon, October 7, 1998.—

heart of darkness -
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His thighs burned. He had made it to the
top of Cactus Canyon, but twilight was
setting in, the temperature dropping.
Riding back down, he took whatever trails
looked easiest. He kept getting stuck in
sand. He wanted to turn around but kept
pushing forward. Although near the subdi-
vision of Sherman Hills, on the outskirts
of Laramie, he wasn't sure where he was.
That's when he hit the rock. He flew over
the handlebars and landed, surprisingly
unhurt, in the middle of the dirt road.
Brushing himself off and checking his
bike, he noticed a shape near the rough
fence that bordered the far back property
line of a distant house under construction.
A scarecrow, he thought distractedly,
someone’s put a scarecrow there for
Halloween.

But as he walked his bike along the
side closest to the dark figure slumped
down against the fence, instead of straw,
he saw hair on its head. The chest of the
formless shape slowly moved up and
down. The ground was black with blood.
The grotesque shape had a face. The only
clear patch of skin was where the tears
had washed away the blood. Aaron
Kreifels had found Matthew Shepard.

Watershed, November 1998

Matthew Shepard doesn't appear in
The Laramie Project, but he infuses every
line by his presence and every heartache
by his absence. This is Laramie's story—
how the citizens of this very all-American
town in this very all-America Wyoming
react to a most horrific, senseless crime of
gay bashing.

‘When Moisés Kaufman, award-win-
ning gay author of Gross Indecency: The
Three Trials of Oscar Wilde and artistic
director of NYC's form-breaking Tectonic
Theater Project, first heard about
Matthew Shepard's murder, he knew
instinctively he had found his next sub-
Ject. Within a month, he and his company
of 10 actors would travel to Laramie and
interview anyone who would talk to them
about Matt. Over the next vear and a half
and six more visits to the town, the group
talked to more than 200 residents and
amassed 400 hours of tape recordings. Cut
of this gargantuan amount of raw
research, the Tectonic Theater gleaned,
edited, and honed their new theatrical
documentary into a razor-brilliant dissec-
tion of this clarifying moment in time
when our collective hearts stopped.

“When Matthew was murdered,” says
Kaufman in a recent conversation with
OutSmart, “our initial reaction was the
same as a lot of people in the country: Oh
my God, sorrow, sadness, shock. In the

days that followed the murder, you could-
n't open a newspaper or turn on the TV
without seeing a picture of Matthew, or at
least seeing the event. . . . For some rea-
son, this one resonated. This was a
moment where we said, Wait a minute,
what'’s going on?! It was a watershed
moment in our culture.”

Hapless, Hopeless Young Men

On the road toward humanity, Aaron
McKinney and Russell Henderson took
the path of least resistance. These young
men, both 21—consciously or not—had
committed themselves to living without
dreams. Theirs were indeed lives of quiet
desperation, filled with roiling frustration
and volcanic outbursts of rage. Broken
homes with messy divorces, petty criminal
acts, heavy drug and alechol use, the mire
of poverty, low-rent girlfriends, the crush-
ing weight of endless grimy boredom cou-
pled with the mocking self-knowledge of
no future—all coalesced into their strong
bond of friendship. Both high school
dropouts, neither would ever go farther
than Wyoming state prison. Neither of
them could dream any wider.

Once, Henderson might have soared.
He was actually a good student: on the
honor roll, an Eagle Scout, a Future
Farmer of America. But his demons—a
neglectful alecholic mother, restrictive
pinched Mormon grandparents, probable
boyhood sexual abuse—caught up with him
and he was too timid to defend himself.

Together, these two made a very
lethal pair.

Matt Galloway, bartender at the
Fireside, remembers the two as scruffy
and gruff, with dirty hands, who paid for
their $5.50 pitcher of beer with dimes and
nickels.

Unfortunately, Matt Shepard, nattily
dressed as usual, was seated at the bar
that night. Easygoing and garrulous, Matt
could talk to anyone, and usually did.
Earlier that evening he had attended a
meeting of U W.’s Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgendered Association, which he
had joined two weeks prior. According to
friend Romaine Patterson, Choo-Choo (as
Matt’s closest friends called him) was
stoked about school and heartily enjoyed
helping LGBTA with their preparations
for Pride Week. After the meeting, when
he couldn’t convince anyone else to go out
with him to the bar, another friend drove
him home and watched him walk safely
into his apartment.

No one knows why he later decided to
go out by himself. Matt showed up at the
bar at 10:30 p.m. By midnight, he had left
with Henderson and McKinney.

The Director
With his spiked black hair, cool down-
town style, and effusive charm, Rob
Bundy (pictured), Stages’ artistic director
and director of The Laramie Project, might
be a grown-up Bart Simpson, occasionally
tweaking the nose of his older sister, the
refined, Tony-winning uptown Alley, with
his provocative productions and imagina-
tive stagings. Last August, he directed

The Laramie Project at the prestigious
Chautauqua Institution in upstate New
York, and he’s chomping to have another
go at it and present it to Houston
audiences.

“It’s really a play about hope,” Bundy
explains in his office filled with Stages
memorabilia. “For the gay audience mem-
ber, it talks about how a community
awakens to understanding that the ‘other’
is not so foreign. It's presented in human
terms—this enormous sense of hope
because the whole nation suddenly woke
up and said, This is wrong. For the
straight community, it was a
quote/unguote Mom and Dad who were
saying our son was brutally murdered
because he was different. I think that wel-
comes the straight audience to look at
Matthew Shepard as actually one of
[their] own children.

“It asks the question what happens
when bad things happen in good commu-
nities. It's about a community coming to
terms with and learning how to accept
that we are like this—{realizing that] the
whole live and let live' mentality is as
flawed as the ‘don’t ask, don't tell' mental-
ity. It is this really beautiful journey from
grief into hope. When the Tectonic
Company came in and started interview-
ing people, it gave them an opportunity to

Confronting Hate in
Our Community

Activities surrounding Stages Repertory Theatre’s
production of The Laramie Project.

Thursday, January 17
Live Town Hall Broadeast, Channel 8, KUHT, 7-8 p.m.
: and Channel 8 will broadcast live a town hall dis-
onfronting Hate in Our Community.” Facilitated
Ianouse, host of WeekDay, the .‘mr'l will include
"'1|‘leL1!(| (Matthew Shepard’s mulhm pictured), the
Mel White (founder of Soulforce), Louvon Harris

Friday, January 18, 8 p.m.
Opening Night The Laramie Project
The memf Project will run through February 10, playing Wed. &
and Sundays, 3 p.m. Tickets are
| previews.
8 r|“l1€_"?1h't‘, 3201 f—\llen P;.irln\.'uj\-: T T7-8243).
Saturday, January 19, Midnight
Midnight benefit concert for the Matthew Shepard Foundation, loca-
tion to be announced. Singer/songwriter Randi Driscoll performs orig-
inal songs, including the single “What Matters.” This event is open to
the public. No admission will be charged, but donations made at the
concert will benefit the Matthew Shepard Foundation.

Saturday, January 19

Rev. Mel White on Nonviolent Resistance/Panel Discussion

2-4 p.m., Stages Theatre, free.

Rev. Mel White (pictured below) will lead a lively presentation on
nonviolent ways to challenge hate. Rev. White's group Soulforce uses
Gandhi’s methods to stage protests against the major religious
denominations’ exclusion and oppression of gay people. To be followed
by a panel discussion with White and local professionals who routine-
ly confront issues of hate and intolerance. Panelists include Steve
Huey (former United Nations peacekeeper and human rights moni-
tor): Rev. Bob Schaibly of the First Unitarian Universalist Church;
Susanna McMahon (author of The Portable Therapist),

and Rev. White.

Prayer Vigil

3-7:30 p.m., Christ Church Cathedral, 1117 Texas Ave
Mel White will be the keynote speaker and Randi

Driscoll will perform. Religious leaders from around the

city will be invited to participate, as well as include in

their services this weekend a discussion of how we can

confront hate in a productive way.

BuNDY - B SHITH, SHEPARD AND WHITE - USCREDTED
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start to articulate their thoughts and feel-
ings about this event. In doing so, the
community was able to heal.”

“Hey, guess what? We're not
gay and we're gonna jack
you up!”

A surprised and frightened Matt sat
between Henderson and McKinney, hand-
ing over his wallet as commanded. But
they beat him anyway. First with fists,
then the butt of McKinney's .357
Magnum. The undersides of Matt's arms
would be covered in bruises from trying to

ward off the blows. By the time they drove

out past the sleeping subdivision, the
front seat was splattered with blood. Matt
never had a chance.

Matt pleaded, but to no avail. They

'-'f'fa‘f get AWy, ’
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tied his hands together behind his back
and then tied him to the fence rail. They
kicked him repeatedly. McKinney kept
beating him with the gun. They took his
black patent leather shoes, in case he
freed himself and tried to escape. They
mocked his pleas to stop and hit him some
more, cracking open the back of his skull.
They left him for dead.

Dry Statistics

The latest national report from the
FBI, released November 2001 and cover-
ing the previous year, shows a two percent
increase in hate erimes. Defined by the
American Psychological Association as
“violent acts against people, property, or
organizations because of the group with
which they are identified,” hate crimes

Rob Bundy (tar right)
gives direction to
members of the
Laramie cast.,

(Top - left to right)
Kara Greenberg,
Connie Cooper
(Bottom - left to right)
Rutherford Cravens,
Kelli Cousins, Drake
Simpson.

have held steady at around 8,000 per year.

In Texas, even with our newly passed
James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Law, the
crime rate dropped, but the number of
hate crimes rose from 267 reported in
1999 to 286 in 2000, an increase of seven
percent. Texas is one of 42 states with a
law that recognizes hate crimes as a cate-
gory. Wyoming, the Equality State where
Matthew Shepard lived and died, does
not. Half of all reported hate crimes last
year were committed against blacks,

The Texas State Department of Public
Safety has released these figures:
Aggravated and simple assault: 31 percent
of hate crimes. Intimidation: 27 percent.
Race: 56 percent. Antigay: 17 percent.
Religious bias: 15 percent. The remainder
were ethnic or disability bias.

voued Best Lodging 2001 %
(m'c.ﬂ & Greatest Reader's Choice Awards

;i

The perpetrators of 55 percent of hate
crimes were white, 10.5 percent were
black, and 32 percent were of “unknown
race.”

Eighty-four percent of hate ecrimes
were against individuals, with 8.5 percent
against religious organizations,

Quo Vadis Matthew?

The death of Matthew Shepard galva-
nized the world unlike any other gay-
bashing murder. Moisés Kaufman sees it
in almost political terms as a defining
moment for America, one whose cascades
of meaning flowed together at the most
opportune moment.

“There were several things that con-
tributed to this. One is the symbolic
nature of the crime: It was a crucifixion.
And you can't do that in this culture with-
out getting an incredible amount of atten-
tion. He was young and a student, very
pretty to look at, a very good-looking
young man. In that sense he was camera-
ready; we could all identify with him. So
that his being murdered meant something
very, very different than an African-
American drag queen who goes home with
someone and gets murdered at home. This
was a victim that all of America could
very quickly digest.

“But we were ready for this to res-
onate. If the exact same murder had hap-
pened 10 years ago, we weren't there yet.
Our awareness F]rld our CDnSCéﬂuﬂﬂeSﬁ as a
nation is slowly evolving. And now we're
ready to understand and think about
things that until now we weren't ready to do.

“I'm very interested—and the compa-
ny’s very interested—in what we call
watershed moments: moments where a
certain culture is faced with itself. Like
the trials of Oscar Wilde, when an event
happened of such magnitude that it
served as a lightning rod. If you listen at
moments like that, you can hear the ide-
ologies and the beliefs and things that
form a certain culture at a certain time. If
you read the transcripts from the trials,
you can hear how Victorian men and
women were thinking and feeling and pro-
cessing their lives, not only about homo-
sexuality but about Victorian society,
about education, about class, about
religion.

“So the idea was that if we went to
Laramie and we listened to the town, we
might capture something about where not
only Laramie, but perhaps the entire
nation, was at the end of the millennium.,
Not only in relationship to homosexuality,
but in relationship to class, education, vio-
lence, religion—all the ideological pillars
of our culture.” —*
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Your Insurance Specialist!

Schmerler Insurance Agency

6575 W. Loop South Sie. 185 Bellaire,

For Auto,
Home &
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SchimerlerAgency.com

Your Kroger Signature store on
Montrose offers one-stop
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Meal Center

Nutrition Center
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Self Service Seafood
Sara Lee Sandwich Shoppe
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Flame Grilling
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“The play is very uplifting,” says
Chris Jimmerson (pictured above), artistic
director of Unhinged Productions and co-
producer of Laramie. “You come away
really believing that, as a culture and a
society, we can move past our hate.
Actually, what happened to Matthew may
help some people: seeing how this one
event very personally affected a lot of peo-
ple besides the direct victim of the event.”

“This is such an all-American play,”
says director Bundy, “—both the good and
the bad, the open and the closed. It's all
there. It's not hoity-toity poetry onstage.
It's the residents of Laramie, Wyoming,
sharing their thoughts and feelings in
their own words. This is not a straight-
bashing play, either. All the characters on
both sides of the issue are so fairly ren-
dered that it allows the audience to identi-
fy with them, understand them, and really
see them. It's very nonjudgmental, which
is really important. It's something I strive
to honor.”

I give you life in the memory
of one who no longer lives
Matt Shepard was not perfect, as his

parents constantly had to point out to
counter the martyrdom backlash, especial-
ly during the media frenzy in the weeks
after his death. He did rash, foolish things
to mask his fear and insecurity, usually to
his own bemusement. He was a little skin-

Matthew Shepherd was not the only hate crim

d on stage in Kaufman's
a Brandon in two powerful filr
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ilant, wary, and angry enough to continue the
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ny guy, 5'2", 105 pounds, gize 7 shoe. But
everyone whn ever met him remembers
his beaming smile and gregarious nature.
He was a very likeable, winsome young
man.

And he was strong, his character
sound. Twice he was beaten up by
straights who thought he was coming on
to them. Once, on a summer holiday in
Moroceo before high school senior year, he
was accosted and raped by a street gang.
But he had the fortitude to report his
humiliation to the police. When he left the
country, the local police were so impressed
by this stalwart young American student
that they gave him souvenirs. And lately,
he had met an older man from Denver
over the Internet. After weeks of lengthy
correspondence in which they had gotten
acquainted and secure with each other,
Matt invited him to Laramie for their first
weekend together. Brian was to arrive
October 9. Matt was lying in the hospital
unconscious that day, dving.

For 18 hours he was tied to the fence
on that windy Wyoming high plain, under
blazing stars, then unrelenting sun. He
was bleeding to death, his head bashed in,
suffering hypothermia during the near-
freezing night, before Kreifels literally
stumbled onto him. At the hospital, the
doctors couldn’t operate because his head
was so mangled. How he managed to hold
on for as long as he did—until his parents
arrived from Saudi Arabia to say their last
goodbyes—is yet one more example of
Matthew’s incredible will to live and his
love for life.

Matthew Shepard’s story is first
among equals of those who have suffered
senseless torments because of sexual ori-
entation. He means as much to the world
as he does to the characters depicted
onstage in The Laramie Project. He may
never have craved the attention nor the
notoriety from victimhood, but he has it
now. He is our symbol of hope, as blazing
as the canopy of stars over his broken
body. And we will never forget. B

have been
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ill they be the last—victims of senseless violence and hatred against sex-
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to www.OutSmartMagazine.com.—David Groover

THE PAPERBACK
In the aftermath of
the Matthew Shepard
murder, the people of
Laramie, Wyoming,
as well as the world,
were trying to under-
, stand the hate and
fear that could bring
about such a tragedy.
| In November 1998,

{ award-winning play-
wright Mmses Kaufrnan and nine members of
his theater company traveled to Laramie.

What they found were the voices of real peo-
ple responding to tragedy in their midst. What
they created, The Laramie Project, is a vivid
mosaic that is “deeply moving. . . . [Kaufman]
has a remarkable gift for giving a compelling
theatrical flow to journalistic and historical
material. . . . [The Laramie Project] is deter-
mined . . . to find the light in an event of har-
rowing darkness” (The New York Times).
Kaufman (author of Gross Indecency) and his
Tectonic Theater Project conducted more than
200 interviews with the citizens of Laramie to
create this portrait of a town struggling with a
horrific murder. The savage killing of
Shepard, a young gay intellectual, has
become a national symbol of intolerance. But
the people of Laramie—both the friends of
Matthew and those who hated him without
knowing him—the tragedy was personal. The
result is a complex and sympathetic portrait
of a town that dispels the simplistic myths
and stereotypes of the national media, and
shows the people of Laramie struggling with
the aftermath of an appalling event that made
them question their belief that “it can't happen
here.” « The paperback is available for $11 at
your favorite bookstore.

THE

LARAMIE

PRUJELT

HOIGEL EAREMAN

THE HBO ORIGINAL PICTURE The Laramie
Project, directed by Moisés Kaufman, starring
Laura Linney (Tales of the City, More Tales ... .,
Further Tales . . .), Steve Buscemi (Divine
Trash), and Christina Ricci (The Opposite of
Sex, Pecken), and featuring Janeane Garofalo,
Joshua Jackson, Camryn Manheim, and Peter
Fonda, is scheduled to air in mid-March.

MATTHEW SHEPARD MOVIE The Matthew
Shepard Story, directed by Roger
Spottiswoode (And the Band Played On), and
starring Stockard Channing (The Truth About
Jane, To Wong Foo . . .) and Sam Waterston
(Serial Mom), is scheduled to air in the spring
on NBG. One of the executive producers is
Goldia Hawn.
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fter the last year, most

of the questions | have

been getting from my

clients are: “When will
this be over?” and “When will it get
better?”

Currently, we are under the
influences of Saturn and Pluto sitting
in opposition. Pluto is about expung-
ing all that is old, and Saturn is the
principle of stability and practicality—
you can see how we might get some
mixed messages here. This influence
actually began in January 2001 and
will end mid-June 2002. After June,
we should see the economy begin to
rebuild. We will still be involved in
the fight against terrorism well into
January 2003. Eclipses occur in May,
June, November, and December
2002, making them trigger months.

What does all of this mean for
you? There will be a continuing
struggle between freedom and
individual rights. The “tech” part of
the market will still be down as it
tries to find a way to recover. The
government will increase its exami-
nation of the mail, e-mail, airline
travel, and other communications.
The travel industry and the airlines
are going through the same astro-
logical influences that the banking
industry went through in the mid-to-
late “80s, with no real solutions until
the beginning of 2003. Religion takes
a more prominent role. And the
“fringe” elements want their time
on stage.

Mercury is retrograde Jan. 18-
Feb. 8, May 15-June 8, and Sept. 14~
Oct. 6, making these good times for
personal and professional review,
cleaning out the closets and file
drawers—and not good times time to
start new projects or make major
purchases. Look for issues and
problems to come to a head so you
can bring about resolution. Venus is
retrograde Oct. 10-Nov. 21. Thisis a
time to be cautious with investments
and not the best time for makeovers
and plastic surgery.

The eclipses this year are May
26, June 10, June 24, Nov. 20, and
Dec. 4, stimulating people to voice
their own version of the truth, to take
stands based on “principles” rather
than the practicality of a situation.

For you more astrologically
minded folks, the planets”
movements are in italics, while the
interpretations are in regular type.
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Lilly Roddy’s
annual horoscope

for 2002

All 12 "cehbr_t'h'_es"

are (or were) gay, leshian, or bisexuval

Bapriearn
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

T

Janis Joplln

singer

= Jan. 19, 1943 -
(died 1970)

house in August. Happiness in relationships
is on the increase. Optimism surrounds your
connection with your partner, If you are single,
this is a fabulous time to get out and beat those

bushes. Your partner may also be expand-
ing his or her horizons—maybe a chance to
travel, hopefully with you in tow. Business
partnerships also prosper. After August,
you'll get clear about how to use your money
for growth in business, Overall, this is a good
time for investing. Your desire for sexual in-
timacy is also on the increase. Getting away
from it all with your partner could do won-
ders for your bank account.

* Saturn is in your selar sixth house. Your
ruling planet, Saturn, wants your work en-
vironment in order, making the office work
better as a whole. You may be focused on
details you normally ignore, and act as
though you are the boss (even if you are).
But be careful—if you overload yourself with

LIFETIME TELEVISION

responsibilities, your health could suffer.
Time for a checkup or improvement in your
health and diet regimes,

* Uranus and Neptune are in your solar sec-
ond house. These planets call to your youth
and creative spirit. If you're not feeling cre-
atively fulfilled at work, you may find your-
self daydreaming about the fun of your
younger days. Those adventuresome planets
are in your money sector, drawing you to
high-tech investments or alternate power
sources—something unconventional. Found
yourself browsing in thrift stores and trendy
art galleries? Time to integrate that youth-
ful energy into your moneymaking machina-
tions . . . or be bored to death.

* Pluto is in your solar 12th house. You are
exorcising those old devils from your religion
and spirituality. Your current religion better
make itself more real and useful or you will
be out looking for a new temple. Maybe a
more evangelical approach. You are looking
for that passion fruit, the holy grail, the lady
of the lake. In a more secular approach, you
are interested in exposing illusion—from
your employer’s business ethics to your
partner’s flimsy excuses about why she or he
was so late getting home. As you sniff out
the truth, you will be able to smell a lie no
matter how sweet-scented they are.

Neuariue

(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Susun Love

oncologist/writer

* Feb.9, 1948 «

Jupiter moves into your solar seventh
house in August. Daily life is getting hectic.
Your work environment is getting a facelift,
plus you're thinking about adding some skills
to your résumé. In August, romantic relation-
ships start to glow. Attractive? You're like a
magnet these days, pulling people to you—
maybe foreigners or people who work in in-
ternational businesses. Travel may be
involved. After August, luck runs high. If you
are a writer, publishing is up for you.

* Saturn is in your solar fifth house. Cre-
ative energies are high, but with an under-
lying theme of putting them to use, or
marketing them. Outcomes are important:
If there's no direct return, forget it. If you
have children, they may be testing their
boundaries of adulthoeod, ignoring any au-
thority figures. If you suddenly feel blocked
creatively, back off that critical side and give
yourself some room. Ask others for their
views so you don’t get caught up in this per-
sonal eddy of hypercritical behavior.

* Uranus and Neptune are in your solar first
house. These planets cause you to rip up your
mental carpeting and search for any crumbs
of unhappiness in your life. Sounds like a big
job? It is, but you'll do it, since your itchy
feet are going to find a new path whether you

like it or not. You may switch into hermit
mode, shunning anyone from your past, but
things lighten up after August, when new fun
people enter stage right.

* Pluto is in your solar 11th house. Trans-
forming all the groups you belong to is your
mission, should you choose to accept it. No
coffee and chitehat for you—you have your
eye on the larger mission, and you're pre-
pared to unearth any hidden agendas that
are getting in the way. Revealing your truth
to the group becomes more than just a pas-
sion; it may become your lifework. If you find
yourself at the head of an organization, make
sure that you enlist some help. You may have
to share the credit, but you can also share
the blame.

(Feb. 19-March 20)

--------------

Barbara Jordan
politician
* Feb. 21, 1936 -
(died 1996)
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&J' Jupiter enters your selar sixth house in
August. Time to frolic. Career? Relation-
ships? Phooey! Life needs more games and
prizes and less security concerns. You are
feeling childlike and find that your charm
and charisma act as a people magnet. If you
do want to work, your products and ideas sell
easily. In August, you return from your men-
tal vacation ready to work with more enthu-
siasm than you have had in a while. Times
are ripe for a promotion or even a raise.
* Saturn is in your solar fourth house. And
now for something totally opposite of what I
Just wrote. Saturn wants you to be grounded,
practical, and to establish a foundation from
which to build the rest of your life. And why
would the Goddess do this to you? She has a
great sense of humor. Family pressures can
sure make you want to leave the house
screaming. And sometimes that is the per-
fect idea. Normally, you have large bound-
aries and you want to help everyone on the
planet. But not this year. If you feel guilty
about this newfound reticence, just keep ask-
ing yourself, “Is this my job?"
* Uranus and Neptune are in your solar 12th
house. Bold new ideas are percolating in the
hidden areas of your brain, especially after
August. Sure, people might think you are a
bit crazy—but you have a good plan on how
to make the planet come alive. Forget the old
order, you are ready to try almost anything
new, and are looking high and low to find your
greater purpese—including the spiritual
plane or even past lives. School or travel could
be on your agenda.
* Plute is in your solar10th house. Your ca-
reer is downsizing. What to keep and what to
get rid of—the choice is entirely up to you. Are
you really happy in what you are doing? If the
answer to that is yes, you can stay. If the an-
swer is even a little bit “no,” you may have to

leave. Let's face it—sticking around when it
was time to leave has always been an issue
for you, so this time, exit with confidence,
Some of you are retiring simply because you
just don’t know what else to do. Things will
improve, but only after the end of June.

Margarethe
Cammermeyer
colonel, U.5. military
* Mar, 24, 1942 +

in Augusl. In the first half of the year, you
want your home base more comfortable—
some remodeling, or even a move? You resolve
old family issues so everyone comes out a win-
ner. Time to break through routines and add
some adventure to your life. As your creativ-
ity picks up after August, you are ready to be
playful and enjoy your new gargeous home.
Investments should prove fruitful. Groups
and business associations are important to
your life. You may find new loves, friends,
and fabulous business contacts through these
connections.

* Saturn is in your solar third house. All
projects and relationships will have to be re-
viewed and renewed. As you scrutinize what
you really know deep down, you are ready to
invest yourself heart and soul into those
projects that you choose to focus on. You're
feeling serious, deliberate, and directed—but
not pushy. You might feel a calling to go back
to school. You are also reviewing early child-
hood friendships. Relationships with siblings
could be tense as you figure out who is really
in charge.

* Uranus and Neptune are in your solar 11th
house. Regarding old friends and acquain-
tances, you're feeling bored and isolated —
maybe even betrayed. You are ready for some
fresh life—new friends with a bigger picture
of how the Universe works and a stronger
spiritual tone about their lives. Any business
or community groups better supply plenty of
meaning, or your money and time are out of
there. You may find big holes in your life and
career dreams, especially after August. This
will propel you forward to look for something
to put in those holes.

* Pluto is in your solar ninth house. In ques-
tioning your knowledge and education this
year, most likely you will find it inadequate.
As you look at your former vision of the truth,
you will find out you didn’t have a large
enough picture of the world. Your horizons
widen, and you will embrace this experience.
You will be ready to take a leadership role
and lead others into this new future view of
world culture. But you will not keep your
opinions to yourself. And this may make oth-
ers uncomfortable with your version of the
truth, —
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7 Jupiter moves into your so-
lar fourth house in August. You
are more talkative than usual—
and more adventuresome than
the normal cautious Bulls and
Cows. Learning is high on your
radar, you information highway
hog you. And you may even
travel to get this information.
And speaking of transportation,
let’s talk new car. New luxury
car. After August, your money
and time are going toward your
family and your home. Might
even be a good time to start your
own business. Of course, it will
have to be home-based, but you
are so ready for that.

« Saturn is in your solar second
house. The microscope is on your
worth and investments. A more
conservative investment plan ap-

Wawrue
{April 20-May 20)

aw

Gore Vidal
wiler/actor
|seen here in 1997's Gattaco)

« April 29, 1932 »

peals to you. Money
feels tight even if you
are in a safe economic
position. Reevaluate
your salary and/or
your fees—in general,
look at how you are
treated by others. You
will want to obtain
what you are worth.
Business partner-
ships are rocky in
May and June. If you don’t share
the same clearly stated goals,
you will be cruising solo.

* Uranus and Neptune are in
your solar 10th house. These
two planets are creating all the
hubbub in your life. You are dis-
satisfied with your current ea-
reer goals, yet don't feel like you
can attach your anchor to some-
thing stable and solid. You are
guestioning every decision and
gquestioning it again. You have
gecond-guessed yourself so
much, vou don’t know which way
is up with your life goals. One
thing you know is what you don't
like, and you are ridding your-
self of those people and things
with certainty. Family members
may test your loyalty and love.
Always remember whom you

sssee

Resolve This.
Be Safe. Get Tested.
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have to love first if you are going
to love anyone.

* Pluto is in your solar eighth
house. And what is the core rea-
son you really want to be with
your partner? Pull off those
masks and look at each other’s
deepest and darkest secrets.
While you’re staring at your
partner, don't forget to pick up a

| mirror. Yikea! Wha's that? Don't

let those money issues divert you
from the truth you are discover-
ing. You are ready to allow your-
self to be supported emotionally.
You could really find out if you
are made for each other; soul
mates reborn. Maybe yes, maybe
no. May and June will answer
those questions.

Jupiter moves into your so-
lar third house in August. You
are working hard this year on ex-
panding your financial base,

e _®
Eomini
(May 21-June 21)

Raymond Burr
actor (best known for
Perry Mason and Ironside)

* May 21, 1917 »
died 1993)

and stick to them.

+ Uranus and Neptuns are in
your solar ninth house. With
these planets here, you are ready
to take old habits and routines
out to the dumpster. Time for a
totally different cultural context
for your life. Travel sounds good.
Friends and associates have to
have a larger worldview because
you will not be able to contend
with prejudice and bigotry. After
August, you will be taking this
new vision and bringing it home
to your work and daily hife. Right
now, your plate can't be too full.
+ Plute is in your solar seventh
house. Relationships . . . ha ha
ha ha ha ha! You probably want
a little more detail than that. You
finally get up the
courage to invite that
someone over and
they reschedule for a,
uh, voga class. If it
can't be real, you
don't want it—which
is secaring the panties
off most potential
suitors. Your relation-
ships can start and
stop in the same day
and you will think you have been
involved with that person for 10
vears. After the end of June, you
turn the intensity meter down a

wanting more return from your | couple of microns and life returns

money (and also wanting to
spend more). At the
same time, you are
rediscovering talents
that you had stashed
in the attic several
years ago. After Au-
gust, wiping the dust
off them won’t be
enough —you will
want to do something
with them. Watch for
new people to come Z[
into your life in August and f:ep
tember to help with these new
Creﬂt'i‘o'e ETIdEﬂ\'OrS,

« Saturn is in your solar first
house. Saturn is your driver for
this year: She is turning the spot-
light on all those details in your
life you usually so successfully
avoid. It's like you are trying on
all the clothes in your psychic
closet to see what fits, what
doesn't, and what's in style.
You're in a big cycle of endings
and beginnings. If you are over
30, look back to 1972 and 1973—
Saturn was in the same area of
yvour life then as now. You are
seeing every part of your life
more clearly. After July, you will
be ready to make some decisions

WCREDITED

to semi-normal.
|

Baneor

(June22-July 22)

Jimm
Somerville
singer,/ songwritar

* June 22, 1961 -

lar second house in August. You
have been busy busy this past
year, and it's not going to stop.
It’s all too easy to overschedule
your life with too much fun when
you're as danged upbeat as you
are—you are even philosophi-
cally upbeat about the larger
purposes of potholes. It may be

| hard to understand that not ev-

eryone shares your Pollyanna
attitude. Crabs walk sideways
and we can avoid having to deal
with anything or anyone directly.
(Did I say “we”?) This is a great
time to promote yourself, your
businesg, your partner, meet new

| people, travel around the world

in 80 days, and get more orga-

nized than Martha Stewart. After August, all
this enthusiasm moves into your money and
resources sector, as you both make more and
spend more, Just try to keep a balance.

* Saturn is in your solar 12th house. Tradi-
tionally, this is the house of spirituality and
you want goddess/god to make a visit to your
house for, oh . . . say. .. just a weekend. Your
vegetable soup is all vegetarian and she will
just love it. For you, religion, spiritual be-
liefs, and philosophic principles are not worth
a darn if you can’t use them in your daily
life. Be careful as you punch holes in other
people’s views. They may not want to be your
friend anymore, even after you have enlight-
ened them. Instead, try writing down your
views 8o you can share what you have
gleaned with a wider audience.

* Uranus and Neptune are in your solar
sighth house. Essentially, can you have a
real friendship with your spouse? Do you
really share common points of view or are
you just keeping your thoughts and feelings
inside to keep the peace? Well, even if you
are trying to, they aren't letting you. If there
are undiscovered mysteries, you bhoth will
discover them after August. Let them sup-
port you emotionally and economically. Go
ahead. Just try.

* Pluto is in your solar sixth house. You are
sick of your inefficient humdrum routines,
so you're taking them on a trip to a foreign
land—even if it's just the psychic realm of
GetReal-istan or NoMoreBS-ia. This means
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more direct and real relationships with co-
workers. And you are finally paying atten-
tion to your health. You are going to get rid
of those bad habits, and you won't stop until
you have done it this year. Make a list so you
can keep score.

Lee
(July 23- Aug 22)
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James Baldwun

writer
* Aug. 2, 1924 »

(died 1987]

Jupiter moves into your solar first house
in August. You are busy exploring new areas
of spirituality. You have always been drawn
to things that are designed to help validate
the sense of self—and to a spirituality that
puts you in touch with others whom you can
bounce your ideas against. This year, you are
more interested in integrating that within
yourself than validating it through others.
In some ways, you are more solid in your
beliefs and less concerned with what others
think. After August, you begin to grow per-
sonally as you put those views into action.
You can expect the last half of the year to be
very, very busy. You will want to meet new
people with whom you can share your views

Member of American Animal
Hospital Association

NEARTOWN
ANIMAL CLINIC

Small animal medicine,
surgery, ultrasound,
radiology and dentistry

1314 WOODHEAD
713-526-1502

WWW.NEARTOWNUET.COM

If you are single, this can be a great time to
meet that right person.
= Saturn is in your solar 11th house. If
friends and co-workers are not showing you
the respect you deserve, they will be hearing
about it. Groups and business associations
need an unambiguous purpose or you're out
the door. And no more sitting in the audi-
ence, you're taking back your leadership roar
.I mean role. If you have children, you are
cutting the cord—they want their indepen-
dence and you are happy to give it to them.
* Uranus and Neptune are in your solar 7th
house. So you are attracting mystical poetic
merchant mariners who have a slight drug
and alcohol dependence and prefer to write
about commitment rather than be in one?
And why doesn’t this surprise you? Or is that
partner you have had around for decades now
paying attention to you? What is going on?
Have you entered the twilight zone? No, you
are being more real and you want real people
in your life. No more push-me-pull-you sce-
narios. Bad relationships are falling out of
your life and you are ready for that someone
with whom you can be real and honest. Be
careful what you wish for.
* Plute is in your solar fifth house . Awaken,
awaken, little inner child. You are hungry
and [ am here to nurture you back to health.
Don't you remember the good times? Oh,
maybe there weren't any, but there will be, I
promise. And all you want is the truth! Are
you sure [ can't just bake you something? —

Carolyn L. Gardiner, M.D.

Board Certified Internal Medicine
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| (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

..............

Nancy Kulp
tactor (best known for her
| role as Miss Hathaway
|on The Beverly Hillbillies)

| * Aug. 28, 1921 «
(died 1991

| ‘

|

@jupifer moves into your solar 12th house

in August. This past year you've been relish-
ing group activity, and this year you want
more. If only you beware of overcommitment,
you can fly high. Your charisma’s so strong,
people are ready just to be next to you in line
at the grocery store, You can make use of your
magnet charm in business as well. In August,
your charm level goes up vet another notch,
as well as your psychic talents. Can you be-
lieve it? But you are also ready for some time
to yourself. A vacation is looking good. Nega-
tive people are not invited,

* Saturn is in your solar 10th house.Saturn
is kicking your career in the butt, You had
better be in top form or she will be letting
you know just how far you haven't gotten yet.
And no one ean judge a Virgo like a Virgo
can judge themselves. Those short floggers
were invented by a Virgo. Yes, we know you
like to follow others because then you can
blame them when anything goes wrong. No
more. Stand up and take your place at the
helm and, ves, vou will make some mistakes.
Start your own business, get a promotion,
take on a new project. But don't wait. Keep
your options open till after the end of June
when the aftershocks stop.

* Uranus and Neptune are in your solar
sixth house. Your health and work habits
are being charged and changed. Your toler-
ance for your co-workers’ BS is at an all-time
low. If you are trying to keep it inside like
you always do, look forward to tension and
uleers. Make sure you are getting plenty of
exercise and eating right. Your system is
sensitive, and just a little bit of the wrong
stuff will throw you. And, yes, they are re-
doing your computer system at work. And,
no, they can’t seem to figure out why it isn’t
working. It 1s just a living being and wants
to do things her way. Take a break in Au-
gust and September.

* Pluto is in your solar fourth house. As you
continue to work on your house (both real
and psychic) from the flood damage, you are
getting rid of rotten things that have been
hidden for years and years. Oops, aren’t
those your parents you are throwing out
with those old magazines? Oh, they are not
your real parents, just the ones that live
inside of you. You are establishing a foun-
dation based on who you really are—al-
though giving up illusions is always a pain-
ful process. —

FACIAL COSMETIC SURGERY
Facial liposuction
Facelift « Neck Lift
Rhinoplasty « Botox
Collagen Enhancement

« Cheek/Chin Augmentation
BODY SCULPTING

* Liposuction

« Breast Augmentation
LASER THERAPY

* Intense Pulse Light
\ _—- « Laser Hair Removal

L]

Call for a
X complimentary
consultation

Sandra Lam
Medical Aesthetician

Anthony P. Nikko, M.D.
5151 San Felipe, Suite 1440
Houston, TX 77056

Antheny P. Nikko, M.D.

713.960.1311

www.drnikko.com
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Libra

(Sept. 23-Oct. 23)
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Isaac Mizrahi

fashion designer
* Oct. 14, 1961 -

Jupiter enters your 11th house in August.
It is a great time to expand your career goals
and directions. More customers. Promotions.
You are getting recognition for all the work
you have done. When opportunity knocks at
your door, be sure and.answer. You don’t have
to make a decision, you wishy-washy see-
saws, just go look. In August, you are more
social as new friends and business associates
come into the picture. Community affiliations
can be profitable. You are feeling innova-
tive—think about relationship potential in
the audience

*» Saturn is in your solar ninth house. Time
to get clear on your vision of the universe—
and then share these insights inte human
and cultural interactions with everyone you
know. They may not want to hear your
truth—it is the darker side of reality and they
don’t want to look too closely. You may also
find big holes in your own life philesophy. Be
careful about defending a tradition just be-
cause you've gotten used to it. This is very
strong in May and June.

* Uranus and Neptune are in your solar fifth

house. Besides being truthful about your life,
you get to enjoy it at the same time. All your
play and creativity must have meaning and
a deeper purpose, And [ hear there is an open-
ing for a juggler in the circus. You are at-
tracted to spiritually motivated causes and
people. You are about to have a relationship
with an enlightened being. Just be sure you
have protection. You are looking for outlets
to express your creativity, and having chil-

dren may or may not be on your menu for
2002. One way or another, it needs to get out.
* Pluto is in your solar third house. You did
want a new car, didn’t you? What does af-
fording one have to do with anything? The
day-to-day interactions of life are under your
microscope. It may be hard to see the big pic-
ture when you are seeing the details of dirt
molecules. And, gosh, you are taking things
so seriously. I was just joking when I said
your childhood dramas were going to be pub-
lished in Reader’s Digest. OK, maybe I
wasn't. A good therapist could be very help-
ful this year.

Cearpio
(Oct. 24-Nov. 21)

Randy Harrison

actor, Queer as Falk

* Nov. 2, 1977 +
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Jup'ﬂ'er maves into your solar 10th house in
August. You are gathering your forces to
make a big career push in March. You are
learning and teaching and your mind is like
a sponge. Just watch out that you don’t soak
up that puddle of spilt milk. More in a feel-
ing than an intellectual mood, you are con-
nected emotionally to what you are learn-
ing about. Also, the world's culture is pull-
ing on you and you can easily be drawn into
cause-oriented movements. Do be careful. It
is not that your emotions are wrong, but
maybe you should question the people who
are leading the cause. After August, the
push for your career gets even stronger. And
it 1& an easy push. You seem to be able to
make headway without much effort, and you
are more noticed than usual. This can be a
great time for promotion of yourself and/or
your business.

* Saturn is in your solar eighth house. Sat-
urn, the planet of structure and discipline,
enters your relationships sector and says,
“Just the facts, ma’am.” You launch into a
detailed and dramatic description of all your
past experiences and hurts and how they #{-
fected the way you treated your partner.
“Were you clear, ma'am?” Saturn, the task-
master, asks again. “Or did you give mixed
messages?” You try to explain how you
wanted to say what was in your heart and
mind, but you didn’t want to injure your part-
ner. Saturn’s crone face is looking more and
more steely. “It looks as though we have to
go for a ride to the underworld,” she says.
You pull the pistol from the bureau drawer
and shoot her. Startled, you awake from your
dream and there is your partner sleeping
soundly beside you. You grab your pillow and
hit him or her with it. (Message: The time
has come to be more direct in your relation-
ships and get rid of whatever past distresses
are getting in the way. But you do not go down
that path willingly.)

* Uranus and Neptune are in your solar fourth
house. You are as rootless as you can be. Now
that you have that place you always wanted
just to be yourself, you are not sure about it.
Solitude calls. You feel more distant from your
family, and your friends always seem to want
something from you. You are strong, but you
always seem to fall way down on your own list
of things to do. You have to come first this year,
even if you don't know what you want. You will
be clearer after August.

* Pluta is in your solar second house. Revi-
talizing your finances is high on your agenda
as money's vise grip continues through June.
After that, you are freer and can invest your
time, resources, and talents into projects that
you like. You have been missing that com-
mitment part of you. The uncertainty is still
there, but after June you won't be second-
guessing yourself as much. Take care of any
past debts or tax problems. You don't want
them following you around after this year.

2
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Jupiter moves into its home,
your selar ninth house, in Au-
gust. You are digging deep to find
out just exactly what and who
are you, In relationships, you
find out if your partner has been
listening to you. Do you really
want the same things in life? You

are exposing those core wants |

and desires and taking the
chance to find out if your part-
ner can really handle intimacy,
In August you are somewhat
lighter about the whole process.
Travel is good to clear and ex-
pand the mind.

* Saturn is in your solar seventh
house. This planet really reflects
how much you are looking at
your life in a long-term fashion.

Every decision hinges on the next |

choice, and vou are nervous
about making the wrong one. The
worst thing to do is freeze and
do nothing. Although you will be
naturally cautious, it is time to
rework all your commitments.
You have only till the end of June
to get this done.

* Uranus and Neptune are in
your solar third house. You are
communicating more directly
than ever before. And you are
getting subtle information from
people that they are not even

|
Cagittarive
(Mov. 22-Dec. 21)
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Margaret Mead
anthropologist

* Dec. 16, 1901 -
[died 1978)

aware they are send-
ing. This can be quite
confusing. Often-
times, they will won-
der what you are talk-
ing about or deny it.
Trust your instinects.
Also, be careful driv-
ing this year: Your
mind is wandering
around and is not al-
ways in total contact with your
body. Relationships can be con-
fusing, since you will pick up on
your partner’s unconscious
message process. If you are in
a business where it is important
to read the indirect messages
that people send, you could do
very well.

* Pluto is in your solar first
house. As Pluto, the cosmic en-
ema planet, moves over your
Sagittarius planets, she is clean-
ing any unnecessary dirt out of
your life. Even if you are per-
fectly happy with that dirt. This
slow-moving planet has been
here since 1996—and will stay
until 2012, The effect is intensi-
fied this year because Saturn is
adding her weight to the process,
Simply put, if you are trying to
hold on to something, that resis-
tance is causing you great pain.
Let go of it. You will not be the
same person afterward. Those of
you born December 5-10 are the
most impacted by Pluto this year.
The rest of you will feel her in-
fluence over the next few years,

Lilly Roddy is a Houston-
based astrologer She can be
reached at lillycath@aol.com or

| http:/ /communities.msn.com |

LillysAstrologicalPad.
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Humor
by Sally Sheklow

THANKS FOR SHARING

ello. I don't mean to pry, but I'm sen-

sitive to details, and I'm picking up

from some comments you made,
and the ring you're wearing, that you might
be heterosexual? I know it's none of my busi-
ness, but I knew some heterosexuals in high
school, and I never had the nerve to ask them
about their lives. I didn’t want to embarrass
them or anything. So [ was wondering if you'd
be willing to share, to talk about what it's
like being straight.

Did your family have a problem with it?
What was it like telling them? Did they re-
ject you? Are they nice to your—what is it
you people call your partners?—your sponse?
Oh, husband and wife, that's a cute term.
You lock like you could be brother and sis-
ter! You probably get that all the time. Any-
way, have you ever felt discriminated
against? Has anyone actually singled you out
and made fun of you, or treated you differ-
ently? Did you ever wish you could take a
pill and not be straight anymore?

I, for one, think it's great. People should
be themselves. But some people are uncom-
fortable with certain aspects of it. Nobody
wants their kids around heterosexuals—you
know, the child molestation thing and all.
Naturally, we're protective. You can under-
stand that, can’t you? 'm glad you're not
militant about it, not shoving it down
anyone's throat the way some of them do.

I know this is personal, but I don't have
any other way to find these things out. We
didn't touch on the straight lifestyle in col-
lege psychology class. | thought the Devi-
ant Behavior chapter would have covered it.
But those uptight professors were too em-
barrassed, so they skipped it. If you don't
mind, I'd really like to ask you something. I
have always wondered what it’s like hiving
in a dual-gendered household. I can't imag-
ine it. I mean, what do you do about the toi-
let seat? Up? Down? I'll bet that takes some
getting used to. I don't know if I could do it.

And what about going out? That's got to
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be tough. How do you feel at parties where
you're the only mixed couple there? Are your
friends OK with it? Do they mind if you dance
together? It must be hard always having the
same partner lead. Do people stare at you?
Or do you go ahead and do it anyway? That
is s0 brave! I really admire you. Alot of places
ignore mixed couples now, so you can pretty
much get away with it, can’t you?

Deep down, we're really all the same,
aren’t we? Hell, I don't care what you do in
the privacy of your own bedroom. I don’t even
want to think about it. But why do some
straight people have to flaunt it all the time?
I'm not prejudiced, I think everyone should
live and let live. Don't you? A person can't
help it if they're straight, or an aleoholic, or
whatever.

Did your family have
a problem with it?
What was it like tell-
ing them? Did they
reject you? Are they
nice to your—what is
it you people call your
partners?—your
spouse? Oh, husband
and wife, that’s a
cute term.

Hey, I have a heterosexual cousin in
Omaha—a lot of you are from there, aren't
you? I was wondering if maybe you knew her.
She's single and doesn't know where to go to
meet people. I'll bet you know where the
straight bar is there, don't you? Gee, it must
be hard trying to find a partner, or to even
have the self-esteem to get out there and meet
people. I never thought about that. The
straight community has its own church,
doesn't it? I wonder if I could come along
sometime and see what you do. I think I'd be
OK being around all those straight people.
As long as none of them tried to make a pass
at mel Ha, ha, just kidding.

But seriously, I've been mistaken for
straight before. Once I saw a straight person
I thought was very attractive. That doesn’t
make me straight, does it?

Sally Sheklow lives and
writes in the Pacific North-
west. She is one of the four
funny lesbians whe founded
and perform in WYMPROV!,
Oregon's award-winning
improv troupe. Contact her at
sally@uwymprov.com.
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Health

by John-Aaron

HOW TO GET REAL

Real healthy, that is.

Ten steps for actually achieving your health goals in the new year:

his year I'm gonna . . . whatever. Heard

it be-fore? Maybe even said it before?

What's kept you from reaching those
lofty goals, anyway? Chances are it wasn't a
lack of desire, Well, this year will be different.
Take charge of your health and plan for suc-
cess this year with the following tips
for a fantastic you in 2002!
1) SET A GOAL: What is your goal? It
doesn’t work if you say you're going
to eat better this year but you don't
know whether vou want to gain
weight or lose it. So, be as specific as possible.
Outline what you want to accomplish with
your physique, and write it down. Nothing
helps you more through the tough times (when
you feel like quitting) than being able to re-
view your game plan. Setting your goal gives
you direction and guides you through making
the right decisions when it comes to your fit-
ness routine,

Now Opeh !
The new CO] i~

Rgstaqrant

2100 Waugh Prive
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American Cuising -
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2) FIND A GYM: Weight training is a must for
healthy living. If you aren’t currently a member
of a gym, then take time to research your op-
tions. Sure, you can always send away for one of
those "home gyms” that are advertised on TV,
but, come on, will it really have a chance when

Guys: Don’t leave anything “hanging.”
Gals: Don’t give yourself a black eye.

the first thing you see when you come home from
work is your TV or refrigerator? Probably not.
Put your money to better use. Join a gym.

Just make sure that you research your
gym aptions before signing on the dotted line.
Make sure the gym suits your equipment or
group class needs, that it's near either work
or home, and that it is clean, safe, and
friendly. If it helps, make a list of what's im-
portant to you before you approach a gym
membership desk, and interview at least
three locations before making your final de-
cision. If sales stafl apply pressure to have
you commit immediately ("We're only extend-
ing this special offer for today . . ."), then mark
them off your list and move on. Gyms like
these are more interested in their sales num-
bers than they are in their quality.

3) GET HELP: There's something to be said
about knowing what you know. If you know
encugh to realize that you plus that weight
bar can cause serious injury (even death) to
yourself (and possibly innocent bystanders),
then you are smart enough to know when it's
time to seek the help of a professional. Per-
sonal trainers are excellent guides in this area.
They can help you set up your weight routine,
suggest appropriate cardio training, and walk
you through proper form and technique for
getting the most out of each exercise.

4) DRESS FOR SUCCESS: No, I'm not talking
“style.” No fashion police, please! I'm talking
comfort and practicality. Many facilities have
mandatory dress codes. Others do not. The
perfect rule of thumb is to wear a loose-fitting,
sleeved T-shirt, sweat pants (or mid-thigh
shorts—sorry, guys, no “Daisy Dukes”), com-
fortable, well-fitting shoes, and finally, athletic
support. Guys: Don't leave anything “hanging.”
Gals: Don't give yourself a black eye. You know
what I mean.

5) RAID THE KITCHEN: Go through your refrig-
erator and pantry for those foods that are ex-
cessively high in fat and low on nutrition. Take
these items and throw them out, or donate
them to the local food bank. Not making these
items readily available will help keep your
weight goals intact.

&) STOCK WHOLESOME: When
you do replace your food items, be
sure to restock on wholesome foods
that are low in fat, high in fiber,
and have the least processing or
preservatives possible.

7) ORDER OUT: Maybe shopping wholesome
or even cooking is completely out of the ques-
tion. There are many pre-prepared food ser-
vices that you can choose from. These places
take care of everything for you and arrange
to have all of your meals delivered nght to
vour front door! Diet Gourmet, Smart Meals,
and Epicurean Delight are just a few that
come to mind.

8) BE FAITHFUL: To your cardio. It's not un-
common for novices to believe that, through
weight training alone, fat can be transformed
into muscle. This is not the case. Fat is fat,
and nothing else. If you want to get rid of it,
you must burn it off. That means consistently
adding cardio (walking, jogging, swimming,
etc.) to your weight-training routine. Don't let
this part of your routine slacken. It really
makes a world of difference.

9) PLAN YOUR REWARD: Be good to your-
gelf. For some, just reaching their goal is
reward enough. For others, it calls for noth-
ing less than a “I'm great”-fest! So, go ahead
and celebrate. Good reward ideas could in-
clude getting 8 massage, buying a new out-
fit, or taking a weekend vacation to some
place relaxing.

10) REASSESS: Speaking of rewards, don't for-
get to reward yourself with a new goal! Ask
yourself, “Where should I go next?” Maybe you
want to improve on the progress you've just
made, or maybe you just want to maintain it.
In either case, reassess your goals to insure
your continued success. W

John-Aaron is a nationaily certified personal
trainer, member of the International Association
of Fitness Professionals, and oswner of Houston’s
Musecle Mechanies, a personal fitness training
and nutritional guidance facility. He can be
reached at Musclemech@aol.com.
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= Weight management  Reduce risk ol heart diszase

John Sherman, (.PT

LF.B.B. Professinnal Budybuilder

713-962-§
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Weekly (Tue, Wed, Thu.)
HIV Testing. The Montrose Clinic
offers free confidential HIV testing every
Tuesday at The Club Houston (2205
Fannin), 8 pm—midnight: every Wednes-
day at Mary's (1022 Westheimer), 4-8
pm, and at the Houston Lesbian & Gay
Community Center (803 Hawthorne),
6-9 pm: and every Thursday at Toyz
Disco (5322 Glenmaont), 10 pm=1 am.
Call 713/830-3070 for other testing lo-
cations. PLEASE NOTE: Free & confiden-
tial HIVIAIDS testing is also available from
2-5 pm on the 9th & 23rd in Conroe at
Northwoods A!DS Coalition, 1414 South
Frazier, Ste, 106. Info: #36/441-1614,
8, 22 (Tue)

Heal Thyself. Beginning this month, In-
ner journey Ministries conducts a Heal-
ing Circle with Reiki masters Deidra and
Caerlion Arthur every other week at the
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community
Center, These circles are open to anyone
in the community interested in healing
and other Reiki masters are invited to
join in a Reiki share. Love offerings are
welcomed, with a portion benefiting the
center. 7-9 pm @ the center, BO3
Hawtharne. Info: 713/524-3818 (the cen-
ter) or Jnner mint

Deadline for Oufsmurfs Februury issue is 5 X, Saiurd-:ry J-unuury 12

10, 20 (Thu, Sun.)
In the Stars. Inner Journey Ministries
now offers two astrology classes for
laypeople who want to understand the
signs of the zodiac and their influence
on hurnan affairs. $25, with
a portion of each fee do-
nated to the Houston
Lesbian & Gay Commu-
nity Center. 5:30-7:30 pm
on the 10th-and 4:15-6:30
pm on the 20th @ the
center, 803 Hawthorne
For more info: 713/524-
3818 (the center) or
WWW. INnerjourney
Ministries.org
1 (Fri)

Margaret Cho. This past
fall the one and only Cho
hit the road wath her new comedy con-
cert tour, “The Notorious CH.O" She
describes the material in this show as
raw and raunchy. Is that somehow dif-
ferent from her previous show,"I'm the
One That | Want"? MNo matter, we're
gonna be there, The proud recipient of
a Lambda Liberty Award, Margaret Cho
won the first-ever GLAAD Golden Gate
Award for being "an entertainment pio-

neer who has made a significant differ-

ence in promoting equal rights for all,
regardless of sexual orientation or gen-
der identity” Call Aerial Theater box of

fice- or Ticketmaster for tickets ($29-
$46.50) or visit www.cc,
gom, More info on Cha:
wywww, margarstcho.com.

11 (Fri)
Elvis Lives! Don't put
away that white polyester
jumpsuit after celebrating
the King's January 8 birth-
day, 'cause you can wear
it to ComedySportz (an
improvisational comedy
troupe), and they'll knack
a hunk-a-hunk burning
cash off your admission
price. Join them for an
evening of Elvis mania, where the King
lives and improv is more fun than
shooting at televisions. Admission s $10
($8 for those in that white polyester
jumpsuit). 7:30 & 10 pm @ Lambert
Hall, 1703 Heights Blvd. at 17th 5t.
More infolreservations: 713/868-1444.
12 (5at,)

Twelfth Night is a mask-theme fund
raiser presented by the Krewe of Olym-

m C:rqu.e du Soled‘s Dralion
When: Begins January 17
Where: Across from the George R. Brown Convention Center

Cost: $37-$60 (children $26-$42; other options available)
Tickets: 1-800-678-5440; www.dralion.com; TUTS hox office
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INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENTLISTING:
a few lines of info aboul your event;
date/time; cost; lacation/address; or-
ganization name; AND twa phene
numbers—one for OutSmart to reach
you for questions ond one for QutSmart
readers to get more info on your event,
Mail info fo: OutSmart Mogazine,
3406 Audubon Place, Houston 77006.
Faxinfoto:713/522-3275. Fmail info
tor calendar@ouismarimagozine.com.
NO LISTINGS CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER
THE DEADLINE DATE—SAT., JAN. 12,

pus-Texas. Food, dancing, & music by
Jerry Atwood. $20 at the door (one

free drink). Cash bar, Charties: Uncom-

O Leg.';r;'-;, Montrose Clinic, Houston

Buyers Club, & PFLAG. 7:30-11 pm @

the ftalian Cultural & Community Cen-

ter, 1101 Milfe erj (ane block off

Montrose Bivd, ). o: T13/721-459),
1-2 |5rJI.ﬁ

Deadline. Today is the deadline for
your OutSmart Calendar submissions for
our February issue. You can fax them by
dialing 713/522-3275 or e-mail them to
calendarfloutsmartmagazine com.
12 & 13 (Sat. & Sun)

Houston Choreographers Xb. Six
Houston-area choreographers have se-

lected a composer with whom to col-

AL SEIB

laborate to create an original composition of dance
and taped or live music that will premiere as part of
Dance Month @ the Kaplan Theatre in the Jewish
Community Center, 5601 5. Braeswood. 8 pm on Sat-
urday, 3 on Sunday. Tickets $15 (JCC members $12,
students/seniors $5). For more info: 713/551-7255.
12& 13 [Sat. & Sun,]
My Fair Lady is the story of Henry Higgins, a short-
tempered, self-centered speech professor, who, on a
bet. attempts to turm a sooty ragamuffin, Eliza Doolittle,
into a well-bred lady. 8 pm on Saturday, 3 & 7:30 on
Sunday @ Galveston's Grand 1894 Opera House,
2020 Postoffice. Tickets ($16.50-$65) are available by
calling 40%/765-1894 or by visiting www.thegrand.com,
18 (Fri)

Positively Artistic. A decade ago, artist and teacher
Patrick Palmer established the Positive Art Workshop
for adults living with HIV and AIDS. This month, the
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center begins of-
fering the popular art classes. Artist Richard Fluhr takes
over as the regular instructor, and other Houston art-
ists (including Palmer) will do stints as guest teachers.
The Houston chapter of the Na-

20 (Sun.)
OrchestraX. A selection of musicians from Orches-
traX presents a classical mini-performance at 2 pm @
Borders Books, 3025 Kirby Dr., 713/524-0200.

20 (5un)
Grand Opening. Creative Life Spiritual Center offi-
cially opens their Great Hall with a ceremony encom-
passing acknowledgment of the volunteers that made
it happen & the donors who funded it; a service of
dedication; a keynote talk by a special guest; and a logk
back through their 16-year history, At press time, it was
planned that tours would start at 5 pm, the ceremaony
at B, & finishing up at 10 @ the Creative Life Spiritual
Center, 5326 Spring-Stuebner, Spring, Texas. Mare
info: Jesse |ernings at 281/350-5157.

21 (Mon)
News You Can Use. Rich Arenschieldt, director of
education and outreach at the Center for AIDS, brings
his knowledge of HIV care and treatment to the Hous-
ton Lesbian & Gay Community Center for Medical
Monday, a new public forum on the third Monday of
every month. Free. 7 pm @ the center, 803 Hawthorne,

713/524-3818.

tional Council of Jewish \Women
provides lunch for the participants.
Free. Noon-2 pm every Friday @
the center, B03 Hawthorme, 713/
524-3818,

19 (5ot )
Inbal Dance Theater is |srael’s
oldest dance company. Their majar
accomplishment remains the trans
lation & develepment of the rich
hertage & culture of ethnic minori-
ties—their traditions, songs, stories,
& history—into the universal lan-
guage of modemn dance. They will
make their first appearance in 25
years in the LS. at 8 pm @ the Ka-
plan Theatre in the |ewish Com:-
munity Center, 5601 S. Braes-
wood, Tickets $18B (JCC members
$13, students/seniors $10). For
maore infio: 713/551-7255.

19 (Sar)
David Dorfman Dance. It's not
surprising that David Dorfman is

KIDS EVENTS Okay, mom
& mom or dad & dad, Bor-
ders Books has just what
the kids need: Borders Ex-
plorer Pajama Parties. It's
story and activity time for
children of all ages as Bor-
ders celebrates “It's Okay to
Be Different Month.” Fri-
day, Jan. 11, 7 p.m.: Dr.
Seuss’s The Sneetches; Fri-
day, Jan. 25, 7 p.m.: The
Zabbit. And on Friday, Jan,
18, 7 p.m., join the kids in
celebrating the memory of
Martin Luther King Jr, All
at Borders Books & Music,

3025 Kirby, 713/5624-0200.
Other Borders stores are cel-
ebrating, too; call your near-
est store for dates & times,

23 (Wed.)
Ray Hill functions as a gay rights
and a prisoners’ rights activist simul-
taneously. He will be giving a talk
on gay rights history in Houston and
Martin Luther King Jr’s influence on
it 7 pm @ First Unitarfan Univer-
salist Church's Channing Hall, 5200
Fannin.A $10-donation is requested.
The talk will be followed by a wine
and cheese social. For more info:
713/524-0973.
28 (Fri)

Ellen Goodman, Fulitizer Prize-
winning columnist, is the featured
speaker for Planned Parenthood
of Houston and Southwest
Texas's annual pro-choice lun-
cheon. Her book. | Know Just What
You Mean; The Fower of Friendship
in Women’s Lives (written with Pa-
tricia O'Brien), looks at women's
friendships. The focus of her talk
will be equality & women's issues.

the only modern dance chorecgrapher to receive a
profile in Sports Nustrated—his movements tend to be
rough-&-tumble, full of surprising lifts, collisions, &
breakneck momentum. Vocal, playful, & raw, his per-
formers whirl & roll, bouce off one another, & cling to-
gether, dancing with an Inner turbulence that packs a
powerful dramatic punch. Presented by the Saciety of
Performing Arts at 8 pm @ Wortham Center's Cullen
Theater. Charge tickets ($10-$35) at 713/629-3700 or
visit www.spahouston.org,
19 [Sar]
The Mikado takes you to Japan and to the small
town of Titipu, where things aren't going very well. The
tiny town is on the verge of being demoted to a vil-
lage—by decree of the Mikado—unless the Lord High
Executioner beheads someone within one month's
time. 3 & 8 pm @ Galveston's Grand 1894 Opera
House, 2020 Postoffice. Tickets range from $14.50—
$55 and are available by calling 409/765-1894 or by
visiting www thegrand.com
20 (Sun.)

Compaq Houston Marathon. This 26.2-mile
course starts at 7.30 am (wheelchairs at 7:15) @ the
George R. Brown Convention Center. Two of the
many charities include the People With AIDS Coalition
and the Houston Area Women's Center. Info: 713/

957-3453 or www.compaghoustonmarathon.com.

Cost is $50. Noon in the Westin Galleria Ballroom,
5060 W. Alabama. Info: 713/831-6519.

25 (Fri)
Kevin Mahogany. Da Camera of Houston, the ac-
claimed presenter and producer of ensemble music,
continues its 2001/02 jazz series with vocalist Kevin Ma-
hogany. Since his self-titled recording debut in 1996
and subsequent appearance in Robert Altman’s Kansas
City, Mahogany has established himself as the quintes-
sential jazz vocalist known for his mastery of many
styles including ballads, bop tunes, and blues. 8 pm @
Wortham Center's Cullen Theater, 500 Texas. Tickets
($25-$40: studentsiseniors half price) are avallable by
contacting Da Camera Music Center, 1427 Branard,
713/524-5050, or online at wwwiticketmaster.com.

26 (Sar)
Chamber X is a romantic repetoire of the 19th cen-
tury performed by principal brass members of Orches-
traX. 2 pm @ Pascal/Robinson Gallery, 2307 W.
Alabama, FREE. For more info: 713/225-6729 or
www.orchestrax.org.

26 & 27 (Sot. & Sun))

Our Sinatra is a musical celebration of a lifetime of
songs that made Frank Sinatra famous. The production
will feature a trio of young Broadway singers backed by
a 16-piece orchestra. 2 & 8 pm on Saturday, 2 pm on
Sunday @ Galveston's Grand 1894 Opera House, 2020

%

TerreCoffman.realtor.com

Bringing you the Best of Urban Living

CUSTOM HOME

LOT SITES
« Shady Acres
Fm?'_ﬁar location
Du:l rulricliom
Six 48. 3*‘:150' oodad lots
@ $100,000 each
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3/2 on 9,360s] lat » Great
Renovotion! = 219,000

1408 West 25" Stroet
37242 on 4,712 Jat » New
Consiruclion = 257,500

1033 Alexander
2/1/1on 5,000sf lof » Heights
Bungalow * $159 500

932 West 24" Street
| 2/1 on 12.600sf Il » Great Qak
Tree  $168,000
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CYUTE sl | 713-443-6783 Mobile

Hibanker.com
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Structural Integration is deep and
transformative bodywork that
releases chronic restrictions
caused by trauma, injury, and
stress. Structure is improved, and
more ease and balance are

created without |
B
\ N
e

manipulation.

Craig Ellis
Certified Rolfer
713.320.7481

www.jump.net/~rolfer59

invasive or painful
DESIGN

New Location 1
906 WESTHEIMER
by appointment only
Tuesday - Saturday

AMERICANMOVERS

experienced trusted insured

113-522-1111

2414 Tan « Houston, TX 77008 » 713/522-5554 (lox)
WWW OmEanconmovers.org

48 |ANUARY 2002 OutSmart

Postoffice. Tickets ($14.50-$36) are available by call-
ing 409/765-1894 or by visiting www.thegrand.com.
2F (Sunt
Powerful Message. inner Jo
Powver Within You, a class on taking contre
attaining goals in 2002. $20, with a portion of each lee
donated to the Houston Lesbian & Gay Community

8 (the center) or www.inner
jeurnevminstnes.org.
28 [Mon.)

Listen Up. The Margarett Root Brown Houstan
1ts Sherman Alexie & Lome

Reading Series pr

Moore, Alexie, a Spokane/Coeur d Alene Indian, Is
the author of the short story cellections The Tough
est Indian in the World and The Lone | 1
Tonto Fistfight in Heaven (the basis of the film Smoke
servats 3ues and Indian

s include the s story colle

nca, Like Life, & Seif
he F

Rirm
AU L

5. 7:30 pm (doors open

seniors free) and are available only 2

the evening of the reading. Info:

Wi INRONE-INC.O Mg,
31=Feb. 3 [Thu.-5un.|

Houston Pan-Cultural Film Festival. This 4th

sme 'Direct Cinema.

biennial festival considers the the

dent Amer-

USINE SN INce

Independent V

pee inspired a whole
S, & abroad. Th

can filmmakers o CiNema

HOUSTE: ymmunity
ngs to He

filrm festrval b -
& filmmakers

ous artists, scholars

Films. More info: www.ancestral

T13/527-2548

PLANNING AHEAD
I oruARY

February 2 (5o

Doug Yarone & Dancers i

eloguent musicality melded with a ger

e human emotion Presentec

rming Arts at 8 pm @ Wortham

Theater. Charge tickets ($10-$35) at 713/629-3700 or
visit wwww spahouston.org.

February &6 & 9 (\Wed & 501
Marian Anderson String Quartet. * On the 6th,

the quartet is Da Camera of Houston's feature for

their free lunchtime perform “A Little Day

R e

Music.”! Noon in the Wortham Center's Grand Foyer

» On the 9t

quartet is Da
5, “Da Came 5

{ admission to the Houston
Araens | ! =niors, 50¢ chil-
%

12: children 2 & under free), An hour prior to

as feature for

AL
= family s 1o the Lo0

the concert, children have the opportunity to see

touch, & play instruments featured in that day’s pertor-
mranc "encert at 2 pm @ the Houston Zoological
Gardens, Hermann Park, 1513 MacGregor Dr. = Pro

gram for both: “Center Stage: A Tribute to African-
American Compasers.” For maore info: 713/524-7601,
ext. 15, or www.dacamera.com

Februvary 7 (Thu |
Johnny Mathis. The openly gay crooner is back by

he vel

D ::F:l,i,l_r dermand. Don't miss
style that made him a star. 8 pm @

Lowislana. For ticket prices/mare if

Febrvary 8 (Fr)
Sérgio & Odair Assad. These Brazilian-born brath-
ers; a guitar dug, perform wiorks of Brouwer, Debussy,

Piazzolla, & Rodrige. B pm @ Wortham Center’s
Cullen Theater. Tickets are $20-%33 (students/seniors
half price) and can be purchased by calling Da Camera
of Houston at 713/524-5050 or by visiting
Wi datamera Com
February @ (5q)
Heartfelt Living. Learn why your thoughts & feel-
ings shape your life's expenences, how spiritual mind
treatment (affirmative prayer) works; plus connect
with a group of other like-hearted people. It's the
“Seiance of Mind" winter classes, every Saturday from
10 am=1 pm for 13 weeks @ Creative Life Spiritual
Center, 5326 Spring-Stuebner, Spring, Texas. Cost is
£225, plus books. For more info: jesse Jennings at
281/350-5157
Febrvary 15=17 (Fr-5un)
Homes & Gardens. With over 1,500 exhibits, the
16th annual Texas Hame & Garden Show is one-stop
shopping for your home & garden. Includes: art, an-
tique, & accessories showcase; gourmet caoking
shows; home & garden theater; home improvement,
home building, energy efficiency, and A/C & heating ex-
perts; and interior & exterior decorating ideas. Admis-
sion $8 (kids under 14 free). More info: 713/522-1616
qw texashomeandgarden.com.
March 2, 2002 (5t )

Chocolate Fantasy and Fine Art Auction. a-
terloo Counseling Center's second annual fantasy/

was a huge success! Almest 1,000 people
nt, fun-filled evening of friends
champagne ate, coffee, music, & art, Revenue
from the benefit helps Waterloo to provide coun-
seling services to the HIV+ community and the gay,

ar VIS wh

vho need counseling but do not have
| resources. Waterloo is forming com
- next year's event; they are planning to
uttle, a live auction, & new trips.To
get involved, call Jack at 713/444-9912

November 2-9, 2002 (5o -5at |

2002 Sydney Gay Games. The Houston
Mentrose Athietic Association with Mark Hoyer of
el will be the resource con-
ntingent that will be going
to the games. Hoyer has worked out a travel pack-
ag includes discounted hotel & flight rates,Visit
the 2002 Sydney Gay Games website at
www sydney 2007 org.au for more info about the
events & registration. For reservations, call Mark at
713/365-6266 (reservation cost $210)

PERFORMING ARTS

# Call Me Madam. An homage to the great hostess
Perle Mesta (whom President Truman appeinted
ambassador to Luxembaourg), this musical starred Ethel
Merman as Sally Adams, Madame Ambassadress to
Lichtenberg, whose unusual brand of diplomacy might
even be considered romance. Jan. 3-19 @ Main Street
Theater at Chelsea Market, 4617 Montrose Bivd. Tickets
are $20-%30. More info: 713/524-6706 or
whwwemainstreettheatercom

# The Desperate Hours. A housewife's day starts
just as any other day—the husband & kids off to work
& schaal, first of the daily chores completed; all 1s safe
& secure with her world There is a knock on the door.
When she answers it, her life & that of her family will
never be the same. Tickets $10 (students/seniors $%;
matinees $8). Jan. 4-Feb. 2 @ Theatre Suburbia, 1410
W 43rd St 713/682-3525 wwwiheatresuburbia.com.
$ Experiment with an Air Pump. In the same
room In twe different centuries—1979 & 1999—two
families grapple with issues of scientific exploration and

American Ex press \rat

tact for the Houston c

FALSETTOS ENCORE

A neurotic family searches for family values . . . again

alsettos was first presented in August

at Ovations to critical and audience

raves. Directed by Alley Theatre
resident company actor Paul Hope (pictured)
and benefitting The Center for AIDS: Hope and
Remembrance Project, Falsetios is back hy
popular demand. Using a successful recipe that
began with last year's encore presentation of
Follies, the Alley Theatre will again host this

ness is set to a pop-flavored contempaorary score
with “rapid-fire lyrics” that “demand attention,” as
Everett Evans of the Houston Chronicle wrote. *
Proceeds from ticket sales will benefit The Center
for ATDS: Hope and Remembrance Project, founded
in 1995. The center acts as a catalyst for the
creation and the establishment of innovative HIV/
AIDS research in Houston and advocates for the
entire affected population, ensuring that Houston’s

benefit event, followed by a reception with the regional needs

cast. * Winner of the 1992 Tony Award for Best  are factored into Whak FMS"“O,S

Book and Best Score, Falsettos is a fanny and  the national and .:;::':i ;ﬁ':ﬁ?gé;ﬁ:ugg 'i‘ge‘ix:safvgnmue

'.touchm.g st_ory about a nfaurﬂtlc farmlly soarch- 1rlwernat10na] Cost: $36.50-851.50 (includes ad.mis.t.:inn to posi-show reception)
ing for family values amidst a chaotic contem-  dialogue about Tickets: Alley box office or 713/228-8421

porary America, Their exploration for together-  HIV/AIDS. =

Houston Lesbhian & Gay Community Center Ongoing Calendar
ith the new year, many are thinking about
making new friends and/or getting more in-
volved in the community. The Houston Les-
bian & Gay Community Center hosts a mul-
titude of events and groups that offer rich
opportunities for meaningful connection.

We publish one-time events in our OutSmart calendar, but most
of the action at the community center is on an ongoing basis. If
you want to hear more about an event or group, call the contact
number, or leave a message at the center at 713/524-3818 and
someone will get back to you. The center is located at 803
Hawthorne.

MONTHLY

* Houston Gay & Lesbian
Political Caucus board meeting,
7:30 p.m., 713/521-1000.

® Second Thursday

* Community Center volunteer
meeting. 7 p.m., 713/524-3818,

® Second Friday

* Women's Game Night,
713/524-3818.

@ Second Saturday

* First Unitarian Church vol-
unteer program day, 713/5626-5200.
* Texas Association for
Transsexual Support, 3 p.m.,
281/437-2975.

@ Second Sunday

* S.L.S.T.E.R.8. (Sharing Inner
Strength Through Encourage-
ment & Realistic Support),

3 p.m., T13/801-0027.

* People of All Colors To-
gether, 3 p.m., 713/743-3570.

® Second Monday

WEEKLY

@ Every Tuesday

* Leshian Coming-
Out Group, 7 p.m.,
713/524-3818.

® Every Wednesday

* Montrose Clinic
HIV testing and
counseling, 6-9 p.m.,
713/830-3000.

* Houston Commit-
tee for People's
Radio, 6:30 p.m., 713/
523-0119, edi@hal-
pe.org.

* Bi-Net Houston,
7:30 p.m., T13/467-
4380.

@ Every Friday

* Positive Ari
Workshop, noon-2
p-m., (starting Jan. 18)
713/524-3818,
® Every Saturday

* @-Patrol surveil-

® First Monday

* (Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual
Veterans of America, 7 p.m.,
713/524-3818.

@ First Tuesday

* Pride Committee of Houston
board meeting, 7 p.m., 713/529-6979.
@ Alternate Tuesdays

* Inner Journey Ministries
Healing Circle, 7-9 p.m., 281/
858-7150.

® First Wednesday

* Houston Gay & Lesbian
Political Caucus general
meeting, 7:30 p.m., 713/521-1000.
@ First Friday of the month

* First Friday Mixer, 6-8:30
p-m., 713/524-3818.
@ First Sundays

* Polyvamory Houston
discussion group, 3 p.m.,
tableparrot@wt.net.
@ Second Wednesday
* Mayoral GLBT Liaison * HEAT (Houston Employees'
lance patrol, 9:30 p.m., | Community Roundtable, | Affinity Team), 7 p.m.,
713/528-SAFE. 713/520-1142. | 713/524-3818.
" v IARY

® Pride Committee of Houston volunteer recruitment session. Thu., Jan. 10, 7 p-m., T13/5629-6979.
®Inner Journey Ministries astrology class. Thu., Jan. 10, 5:30-7:30 p.m., & Sun., Jan. 20. “Power Within You" class, Sun., Jan. 27,
4-6 p.m., 281/858-7150.

® “Claiming Our History,” an ongoing Houston GLBT history project presented in partnership with the Gulf Coast Archives and
Museum. Thu., Jan, 31, 7 pm., 713/227-5973.
IN THE NEAR FUTURE The Black Lesbian & Gay Coalition, an organization promoting leadership in the African-American GLBT
community, will resume regular meetings at the center in February. 713/862-6793.

b-------_-___—-------_—-------—-_--------‘

@ Third Friday

* Hawthorne Men's Club,
7:30 p.m., 713/524-3818.

® Third Saturdeay

* STAG (Some Transgenders
Are Guys), 7 p.m., 281/585-
8089, troy61@webtv.com.

® Third Sunday

* LOAF (Lesbians Over Age
Fifty), 2 p.m., 713/869-1482.
* Dinner at the Center,
713/524-3818

@ Third Menday

* Medical Mondays,

HIV information forum

with Rich Arenschieldt,
Center for AIDS education
and outreach director, 7 p.m.,
713/527-8219.

@ Fourth Friday

* Lesbian Film Night, 7 p.m.,
713/524-3818.

@ Fourth Saturday

* Texas Association for
Transsexual Support, 7 p.m.,
281/437-2975.
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its effects on human values. In 1979, physicist Joseph
Fernwick's household buzzes with scientific experiments,
furtive romance, & farcical amateur dramatics. In 1999,
Ellen, a geneticist, and Tom, an English professor whose
job has become redundant, discover a dark secret
buried in the house for 200 years, Jan, 24-Feb, 24 @
Main Street Theater in Rice Village 42540 Times Bivd.
Tickets are $20-$30. More info; 713/524-6706 or
wwwmainstreettheatercom.

# A Fertle Heliday chronicles the Fertle family's
trouble-ridden reunion as they attempt to entertan
their rich refatives from San Diege. It doesn't help that
the Fertle family lives in Dumpster, Texas. Suitable for
all ages. Thursdays & Fridays at 8:30 pm, Saturdays at
8 & 10:30 pm, through January 12 @ Radio Music The-
atre, 2623 Colquitt. Desserts, munchies, champagnes,
wines, beers, cappuccino, & soft drinks are available for
purchase throughout the show. Admission is $16, res-
ervations are required, & tickets must be purchased in
advance at the theater or by calling the box office at
T131522-7722.

# Houston Grand Opera. Tchakavsky's Eugene
Onegin is the story of love & the difficult choices it re-
quires. L eading the cast is baritone Bo Skovhus as the
jaded anstocrat Fugene Onegin adored by shy Tatyana
{Bulgarian soprano Zvetelina Vassileva), Jan. 25-Feb. 8
@ Wortham Center's Brown Theater, Texas at Smith.
Tickets ($18-$225) are available by phone at 713/227-
ARTS, in person at the Wartham Ticket Center (in the
lobby of the Wortham Theater Center), or online at
iy ot ngran

# Jitney, From August Wilson, the acclaimed author
of Seven Guitars and Ma Rainey's Black Bottom, [itney
is an examination of 1970's Pittsburgh. Part of Wilson's
decade-by-decade explanation of African-American
life, fitney offers a deep look at one community’s at-
tempts to hold on to its way of life in the face of
threats to tear down the taxi dispatch office that has
served as the neighborhood's longtime gathering spot.
jJan. 11-Feb. 3 @ the Alley Theatre, 615 Texas Ave
Tickets are $20-%50. Info: wwwaalleytheatre org or
713/228-8421

# The Laramie Project. The brutal murder of gay
college student Matthew Shepard—and the onsiaught
of media attention that followed it—stunned the
sleepy prairie town of Laramie, Wyoming, In the after-
math, Moises Kaufman's Tectonic Theatre Project con-
ducted aver 200 interviews with the people of Laramie
as they struggled to heal their wounds and face the
realization that "1t can happen here."” The result is a
play that chronicles darkness & heroism with equal
sensitivity. A co-production between Stages and Un-
hinged Productions, Jan. 16~Feb. 10 @ Stages Reper-
tory Theatre, 3201 Allen Parkway. Tickets ($32-$42)
are avallable at the Stages box office or by calling 713/
527-0123 or at www.stagestheatre.com. For related
article, see our cover story elsewhere in this issue.

# Lilies of the Field. Homer Smith, an ex-Gl, takes
a drive through the American Southwest searching for
purpose. Meanwhile, a group of German-speaking nuns
hope to realize their dream of building a chapel. When
their lives collide, they discover rewards far greater
than they ever thought possible. Tickets are $12 (stu-
dents/seniors $10). Through Jan: 12, Fridays & Satur-
days at 8 pm @ The Company Onstage, 536 Westbury
Square, 713/726-1216. Reservations recommended.
# Lonely Planet “can be classified as an AIDS
drama. It could also be tagged a love story, an exis-
tential meditation on human solation & connection,
an absurdist comedy. Each label would fit, but none
would convey the scope of this intimate yet expan-
sive work .. ." (Seottle Times) This two-character play
focuses on friendship, fear, & isclation. jody owns a
map store. Carl, depending on what day it is, waters

plants for corparations, works for a disreputable tab-
loid, runs an auto-glass shop, or works as a bartender.
Carl wants Jody to get an HIV test. Jody wants to
remove himself from a world where death reigns
supreme, - hrough a series of comedic games & poi-
gnant stories, the author conveys a very funny, very
tauching portrait of frendship in trying times. Jan. 4—
Feb. 2 @ Unhinged Productions, 3304 LaBranch at
Elgin. Tickets are $10 (students/seniors $8). Far res-
ervations/more info: 713/529-6606,
# Marriage Can Murder takes place at the wed-
ding of Stephanie & Phil. A scheming lawyer, a halluci-
nating best man, & a sister fresh from the psycho ward
further complicate matters, To say nothing of the dead
body on the floor. This Mystery Café production plays
@ Prima Pasta restaurant, 2710 Richmond. Reserva-
tions are required. For more info: 713/944-CLUE or
! n i
# The Most Fabulous Story Ever Told by Paul
Rubnick, wha wrote |effrey, is 4 unique comedy. The
first act recounts major episodes of the Old Testament.
only with a twist: Instead of Adam & Eve, the lead char-
acters are Adam & Steve, who decide to start civiliza-
tion with a lesbian couple, |ane & Mabel. Act two
jumnps to modern-day Manhattan. Jane is nine months
pregnant, and the two women want to marry and want
Adam & Steve to join them in the ceremony. Through
Feb. 2 (Fridays & Saturdays only) @ Theatre New
West, 1415 California. Tickets are $20. For reserva-
tions: 713/394-0464
# Of Mice and Men. |ohn Steinbeck’s story Is.an
American classic, an examination of the true nature of
friendship in an unfriendly warld. Set in rural 1930's
{California, it mythologizes an America struggling to
reinvent itself, an. 18-Feb. 17 @ the Alley Theatre, 615
Texas Ave. Tickets are $25-%45. For more info:
wwwallevtheatre org or 713/228-8421.
# Proof. Set on the back porch of a house in
Chicago's Hyde Park, this 2001 Tany Award-winner for
Best Play and Best Director is a compelling drama of
lowe, reconciliation, and a brilhant, mystenous math-
ematical proof. On the eve of her 25th birthday,
Cathenine, who has spent years caning for her bnlliant
but unstable father, must deal not only with his death
but with the arrival of her estranged sister, the inten-
tions of her father's former student, and the guestion
of whether ar not she has inherited her father's mad-
ness, his genius, or bath. Stars Robert Foxworth. Jan
2-13 @ |ones Hall, 615 Louisiana. Tickets ($33-359)
can be purchased through Ticketmaster, online at
www. ticketmaster.com, or charged at 713/629-3700.
#§ South Pacific. \Winner of nine Tony Awards, South
Pacific is based on the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel,
Tales of the South Pacific by James Michener. Set dur-
ing Waorld War Il, it tells two love stones threatened
by the penils of war & prejudice. A spunky nurse frem
Arkansas falls for a mature, widowed French planter
whose children are of mixed race. Concurrently, a
young American finds his ingrained prejudice at war
with his love for an innocent Tonkinesa girl. Stars
Michael Moun (who recently appeared on Broadway
in VictoriVictoria). Jan, 22-27 @ Jones Hall, 615 Louisi-
ana. Tickets ($54—$58) can be purchased through
Ticketmaster, online at w.ticketm, r.eom, or
charged by phone at 713/629-3700,

PERFORMING ARTS

FOR YOUNG pEOPLE

# Androcles and the Lion. "Every person must
be free to be" is the theme of this prize-winning
adaptation of the popular Aesop fable. A cast of
strolling players presents us with a miserly Pantalone,

Learn
Spanish.

It's Fast,
Fun ¢
Effective!

Universify of Houston

Division of
Continuing Education
and Extension March 6

Accelerated Language courses from University of
Houston Continuing Education offer an enjoyuble
and effective approach to building practical language
skills quickly with state-of-the-art teaching methods.

Over the past 20 years, the University of Houston has

trained thousands of people to confidently speak a

foreign language. Experlence the power of successful
language learning in 4 free demonstration

Courses are also available in French, Italian,
Russian, German, Japanese and Chinese,

For more information, call
713-743-1060, or visit our web site:

www.uh.edu/continuingeducation.

UH main cam
Continuing E
Center, &9 p.m.

UH System at Cinco Ranch
4242 5. Masen Rd,, Katy
6:30-9:30 p.m.

April 10

January 9, 23
February 6

January 2
February
March 5

April 2

2
5

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

Learning. 1 eadmg

How to Find Us

The Continuing Education
Center is located in the Hilton
Hotel and Conference Center
on the UH main campus,
Entrance “1 off Calhoun
Parking in the Hilton garage I8
complimentary for this event

The University of Housion is an
affirmative acion/equal opportunity
ingtitution. Persons with disabilities
requiring speciol accammoadatians
may coll 713-743-1060

@ 2001 University of Houston

Living God's Reconciling Love!
Join Us For Sunday Services
at 8:30 a.m. or 10:50 a.m.

BERING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Murilye Mecker- IWilams, Semtor Pastor

1440 Harold Street al Mulberry © Houston, TX 77006
T13.526. 1017 » www.beringume.org

SALE

UP

3400 Montrose

M2M

Mon-Sat 11-8
i Mankoss Sun 12-9

Fashion
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a bragging C;Lpimrl. the f"|c-:n.]!y slave Androcles, & a
very endearing, funny Lion, Tickets §&. Saturdays at

.8 o i : b :
Uniacsotes Visions Sl S SIMON & ASSOCIATES

# Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters s the timeless AT T RN N eSS SATT L oA W

folk tale about a man named Mufaro who had two 5 tg 5
daughters—both very beautiful One daughter, Manyara, “1 helie hat beir we - e

is very selfish; the other, Nyasha, is very kind, As the ., i v o the st kol e

story evolves, they each discover |ove & adventure. it
is referred to as the African Cinderella. $6 (35 for
children under 12). Men., Jan. 28,at 7 pn. @ Galveston's

Grand 1894 Opera House, 2020 Postoffice, 409/765- BANKRUPTCY

1894, wwwithesrand.com. Chapter 7 Liquidation Y ] ;

# Romeo and Juliet. Heralding from feuding families, Chapter 13 Reorganization A N I/Iorn F I N -I:om,'
the Montagues and the Capulets, Romeo and Juliet are GET RELIEF FROM ew croriouin car n

star-crossed lovers hiding their affections from the
world, Pledging to marry they garmer the secrecy &
trust of a local clergyman. But can love save them from
the ternble anger & vialence to which the two families

Credit Debts ® Foreclosure
LR.S. Liabilities
Student Loans * Judgments

have bound themseles! Recommended for 6th-12th Repossessions
grades. Tickets are 310 for adults; $8 for children/ PERSONAL INJURY
students/seniors. Main Street Theater at Chelsea Market, Automobile Accidents
4617 Mantrose Blvd, For mare info on family Sexual Assault

performances (Feb. 15-17):713/524-6706. Info on school
bookings (lan. 29~Feb. 22): 713/524-7998.

Enjau Houston' 5..5kq||ne|’r Our I?éck
Ouest Entertainment ... Tuesday - Saturday

Catastrophic Injuries
Wrongful Death

» WILLS
lLa.Eyeworks ____RAaDIO N
# Lesbian & Gay Voices. Mondays, 5-10 pm. Fea-

lf FINE||EYEWEAR tures, news, music, intenaews, reviews, and commen-
tary., KPET 90.1 FM, 713/526-4000 (7 .I 3)524..6000
3966 Westheimer, Highland Village * Houston, TX 77027 » 713-622-4411
AR'I'[ PHO‘I‘OGRAPHY 1620 Westheimer s Housfon, Texas 77006

Art-O-Mat | 1:-1;'In. [he recycled cigarette mac hunE'
g

that dispenses $5 original works of art first premiered

at DiverseWorks and then found a temporary hame

# After Hours. Saturdays, r _,-,"‘.t to 3 am, Featur- P }“-E. E"-f“ OF ATTORNEY Mgﬁt Our Frienﬂ"q E’a’hﬂﬂd@rf!
:§LLr20ur15h1ng;ie]£:LJ':I.;‘;DIE with Jimmy Carper ::J..-‘h:ilt:ll._lzlllr;nl-hc 6_9 e EG*?BT'{} I 9‘ 2 i TOI'E.| / EFCha'd

Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Happy Hour ... 2 - 8 Pally

817 W, Dalas 5t. Houston ... Next To Pest Western
7N2-571-7870 Free Parking For Our Customers

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY

at Whole Foods. The naw Art-O-Mat will be displayed ({4
* Licensed Professional Counselor "c_"'\rmjtgh Jan ”;.:..u @ the Betsey Johnson store in the Ot
ey . F : ouston Galleria on Westheimer,
. EertlﬁEd IMAGO RE[Bt‘IUﬂShlp Therapwt # Raw Abstractions are works on canvas from

* licensed Marriage & Famﬂy Therap"lst contemparary abstract painter Michelle Y. Williams. b dot
The exhibition will run through January @ La Stada

* Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor

Restaurant, 322 Westheimer. + B
* 20 Years Counseling Experience # The Tourist Project will reach far beyond the b' I l |d I n
confines of the gallery space as New York-based artist
’ Ng\ scovirs the city of Houston through its
DEN[SE 0 DOHERTY Lee Mingwen discovers the city of uston through it

residents’ eyes. Volunteer participants selected by lot- t h e
3730 KIRBY PR, STE. 910, HOUSTON, 77098 tery will act as "tour guides' and bring Lee to places u

r.? 1 3} 524-9525 that are personally meaningful to them. While some

+
particpants might choose to puide Lee to populartour m "
ist attractions, athers might slect tovist more private I a 82 LAA
locations, such as an automabile, dormtory room, or
| café. In this fun, poignant process of telling and listen-
Need A Vehicle? I can help | ing to stories, the city comes to be defined by the
- * multiplicity of experiences it plays host to. jan, 17-Feb
24 @ Rice University Art Gallery. For maore infa: 713/
348-6069 or wwwirice.edu/ruag Mingwer will speak at
6 pm at a free, public opehing celebration on fan. 24
from 5:30-7:30 pm

o InCalls & Ot Calls
o Light to Dieeyr Tissin
r ‘ « Full Body Massige
. ‘ * (n-Sise Chaie Mussage
' ® Flondie Hours
» Serving the Community
tor Cver 6 Ysirs

Marion E. Coleman
Your Community Inmge Inker!

Ask about our
Thank You ( I':I%.:l-r- i ' first lime mass
me on Cole client specials!

"Bi nj te

House of Coleman

Fine Printing & Graphics DA l_l | n UTl_ E ) G [:

901 WEST ALABAMA

Debbie Johns, sales consuitant

| -~ Call7139439900

CALENDAR
DEADLINE

for OutSmart's

: February issue is HOUSTON, TX 77006-4693 A aistered Massage Theranist £01278
| Saturday, Jan.12, 5 p.m. 713.593.9591 e o= ik
: % T g FAK ?135949643 B i o CAl[— 7 I j 502 0444
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Business News

The Houston Gym
has relocated
with a new,

much larger facility.

* Houston Gym announced the grand opening
of their newly constructed fitness facility. Their
new facilities, located at 1501 Durham Street
between the River Oaks/Memorial/Montrose
neighbor-hoods and the Houston Heights, contain
over 7,500 square feet of exercise area with new
state-of-the-art equipment and expanded locker
rocoms. Houston Gym will also have extended

operating hours.

Erected by Pinnacle Construction, the metal-
finished building was designed with a vaulted single-
slope roofline to expand the interior space of the
structure and to allow members to exercise in a

e Srentort lll/

+ Popular downtown location, 5 blocks from River Walk
o Lucurious suites and guestrooms with 4-star amenties
« yreat for business and leisure travelers
« Rates from §58, w/Continental breakfast

Call for reservations or more information

210-220-1092

620 BROADWAY, SAN ANTONIOD, 7B215
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comfortable,
yet expansive
space, The air-
conditioning
ductwork,
electrical
fixtures, and
the steel super-
structure
remain
exposed to
complete the
clean industrial
lofe-style
appearance.The
architects
designed the
structure to
complement
the surrounding
neighborhoods,
which include a
variety of brick/
stucco and
metal-framed
townhomes.
The project
was fully financed by Comerica Bank-Houston.
The most notable equipment addition is the
new 12-station state-of-the-art cybex VR2
equipment. This equipment is designed to
accommodate users of all sizes and exercise levels,
from rehabilitative work to competitive
bodybuilding. All staff members have been
thoroughly trained on the use of this equipment
and will be instructing members old and new on
the proper techniques and benefits of these
exciting new machines." This new equipment will
enable Houston Gym to tailor-make 30- to 45-
minute exercise programs for active Houstonians

;’u{eam Plus

A Premiere
Cleaning Service
since 1989.

* Family owned and operated

* Move in-out

e Travel in team with supervisor

o Weekly-bi-monthly-one-time

e Specialists in detail cleaning
 Packing or unpacking for relocating
 Bonded for your protection

YOU OWE YOURSELF
A PROFESSIONAL
HOME CLEANING SERVICE

Free estimate by phone

713-895-2766

who want to shed a few pounds, and build and
tone their bodies,”" says Troy Daniel, club manager.
“Then we always have free weights to add different
exercises to routines over time.”

“Over the past seven years, Houston Gym
has become a local institution with a solid
reputation and has attracted a wide range of
clientele from absolute beginners to nationally
known competitive bodybuilders and fitness
enthusiasts,” says Johnnie West, program
director. “In addition, we've attracted some of
Houston's top personal trainers who can offer our
clients an unparallel level of professional
instruction on the use and benefits of exercise
and nutrition. Our new facility will enable us to
attract more members and ensure that they are
properly trained on the wide variety of equipment
that is now available to them.”

During January, Houston Gym will be offering
a variety of attractively priced grand opening
specials to ensure that each individual interested
in starting and staying with an exercise program
has the opportunity to do so now. With obesity,
diabetes, and heart disease on the rise in the
United States and in Houston, what better time
than right now to reverse that trend for you! For
more information, call 713/880-9191.

* Brigid’s Place, a nonprofit-ecumenical
organization supporting the spiritual development
of women, announced the hiring of Corren
Domingo as the new program director. Domingo,
born in Karachi, Pakistan, has worked for
organizations including D.AR. E., M.D. Anderson,
and The VWWomen's Center.

Brigid’s Place, housed at Christ Church
Cathedral, offers classes, lectures, discussion
groups, weekend workshops, and retreats where
people can ask questions relating to their spiritual
journeys, address their doubts, and become

Specializing in
Personality-Guided
Therapy

J

ON (5 g

I'd Be Glad To Help You
» Build Self-Esteem
» Improve Relationships

- Depression

DEBORAH DENSON, LMSW-ACP

+ Licensed Master of Social Work
» Advanced Clinical Practitioner

3000 Weslayan Suite 345 » 713-850-7225

empowered to
meet the chal-
lenges of life.

The organiza-
tion, named after
St. Brigid, a fifth-
century Irish
Celtic saint who
founded a double
monastery of nuns
and monks, is
based on the social
concept of equality
between men and
women. The group was known for their wisdom,
compassion, hospitality, and healing.

Both a gay man and a lesbian are included in
upcoming events. March B & 9:"Mystical Paths to
Wholeness” with Andrew Harvey, gay mystic,
author, speaker, and future director of the “Center
for the Divine Feminine” in Anselmo, California.

Harvey is the author of The Essential Gay Mystics,
as well as several other books. May 10-12:
Workshop with lesbian/feminist priest, Reverend
Carter Heyward, author of Saving fesus from
Those Who Are Right. Brigid's Place is located at

\
p Ax PLUMBING
SERVICE
Women-Owned & Operated
Plumbing Service Since 1985

» Residential » Commercial
= New Consfruction

» Repairs & Remodeling

* Building Maintenance

Amelia Reed
License #J-28054

e T

CuII 7]3!698 9012 (o)

713/939-1552 » Hours: Mon-Sat.

Christ Church Cathedral, 1117 Texas Avenue. For
more information, call 713/590-3333.

» Bunnies on the Bayou, inc., is planning their
annual Easter party and seeks deserving
organizations to benefit from the 2002 fundraising
event scheduled for March 31.What started out
23 years ago simply as a small gathering of friends
sharing good music, cocktails and conversation on
Easter afternoon, has evolved into a spectacular
benefit attracting thousands.

To be considered as a beneficiary of the event,
the organization requires details of the proposed
project or activity their organization's funding would
support, including the specific dollar amount
requested, a copy of the organization's IRS
determination letter recognizing 501(c)(3) status,
along with current financial statements (profit/loss
statement, balance sheet) and a summary of the
organization's purpose or mission statement.
Brochures, press clippings, and other types of
infarmation will also be helpful
in the evaluation process.

The deadline for receipt of
the information is Friday,
February B, 2002. The
organization will make their
selection and notify all
candidates by mid March. All
selected beneficiaries will be
required to provide a brief
follow-up report six months
after receipt of funding
summarizing the expenditures
made with the money received.

Please send all proposals to: Bunnies on the
Bayou, Inc., PO. Box 66832, Houston, TX 77266,
Artn: Charities Committee. Please contact Jim
Taylor with any questions. Day phone: 713/313-
1671, evening phone: 713/526-9213. 1

PROTECT YOURSELF
FROM GERMFARE
VIBRATIONALLY.
CREATE A VIBRATION IN

YOUR ENERGY FIELD THAT WILL
BLOCK AND DISALLOW

ANTHRRH, THE PLAGUE, EBOLA,
GMALL PO AND TUBERCULOSIS

TO MOVE INTO THE PHYSICAL BODY

$2000 + T&SH = tb._.
Call me today
Guidance from Karen, Inc.

(713) 974-6642

—EMANON——

Hair Salon
A Full Service Salon

Dennis Cox
formerly of City Cuts - over 12 years experience
1122 W. Gray - Houston
1 blk West of Montrose

713.529.0810

R#ts Running You?

call Dawid

Pest
Management
Professional

[Itlnriess [:nmmermal Services

Residential & Commercial Since 1987,
in the Montrose, Heights & Southampton

713.523.1540

L

-

A Place of
Co-Creation

We are a new thought
spiritual alternative just 40
minutes from The Montrose.
Come join our diverse
community for Sunday
celebrations at 2 and 11 am.

Creative Life Spiritual Center |
5328 Spring Stuebner Road

between |-45 {exit 70A) and Kuykendahl
Jesse Jennings, D.D., Founding Minister
www.creativelife.org 281 350 5157
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Enhance Your Skin'e Appearance Using the Latest Technigues and Technology
Microdermabrasion « Epilight Hair Reduction * Synergie Cellulite Reduction
Folofacial Skin Rejuvenation with Pulsed Light « Ultrasonic Youth System
Collagen Injections = Botox® Injections * Laser Vein Treatment

e

WWW.I"I 0

gym.com

713. 880‘9191'

M.F 6-10 * SAT 8-6 » SUN 10-6
Massage Therapy 832-443-0237

4101 Greenbriar, Suite 355

(713) 533-0800

www.theskinrenewalcenter.com
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SHANNON R. SCHRADER, M.D.

Family Practice

[r. Schrader is on the clinical faculty ar Baylor College of
Medicine and rthe University of Texas School of Medicine where
he serves as a preceptor for medical students during their training.
HIV disease is of special interest to Dr. Schrader and he conducts
clinical trials on an ongoing basis. Dr. Schrader’s commitment o
HIV educarion and treatment is evidenced through his involve-
ment in community outreach programs, Both

Dr. Schrader and Pennye believe the focus of

medicine should be on peaple, and they rreat

each patient with special care
SOUTHAMPTON
MEDICAL ¥ GROUP

Family Pracace » HIV Care

4101 Greenbriar, Suite 200
Houston, Texas 77098

Mot msurmnee plans sceepred
Start fecling berter roda

PENNYE M.

ROHDE, PAC
(713) 520-5537
3

B peffwonw senthmel.com

WVisat our

SCHRADER. MD

Lilly Roddy  °

Astrologer

_Personal B ) o

Relallonshlp,sr ' 3’
Business
Past le 2
Horaﬂ ‘Question of’ ‘%
the Moment .
Regression

Reiki-Master -
Aﬂmlogy Tape Series

o qll 1}11.‘._

cireie_

LR

Consultations by Appomtm@nl Dniy fo

7113.529.5842 @
|

Gift Certificates

[

ou

e Credit Cards Accepted 7
o LillyCath@aol.com B
| www.cybersim.com/hermes
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ACCOMMODATIONS 2

0ASIS Beach COTTAGE
Galveston Islond, Oceon Views ond Gull Breezes.
Remodeled 2 bedroom high roised coftoge (circa
19143, Oceonfront location in the heort of the Islond. To
reserve call 713/266-3000.

THE LO\I'E'IT INH Affordable lusury in the heart of Montrose
Beautifully appeinted rooms for both business and leisure
ravelers. All rooms have direct dial phones, private bath,
breakfast and color TVs. Also available VCR, FAX, Jacuzzi
suites, pool and spa. Walk to clubs, restaurants, shopping, and
public transportation, Convenient 1o Downtown, Gallaria, Medical
and Convention Centers. Call foday 713/522-5224.

“ANNOUNCEMENTS ;

Mantrose Cnnuges
Sesking new or genfly worn llems for AIDS Tronsitional
Housing Program. Fumiture, TV, rodio, hwin sheets &
blonkels, household lems. Drop off by oppoiniment,
713/621-1613

ARE YOU A GOOD LISTENER?
Help somecne In need. Support the Lesbian, Goy,
Bisexuol, and Tronsgender community by volunteering
for Goy and Lesbion Switchboard Houston. Caoll
713/628-0037 ond csk to speak wilh the Volunleer
Manager 1o sign up for the next fraining session

Unique Area Sales & Leasing

helly brooke

713/871.0777
713/304-4460

europa(houston)realty

FEATURED PROPERTY
| 1922 McDuffie
' 410 W, Drew

www. har.com/kellybrooke

Penis-Enlargement

The Only FDA Cleared Medical Vacuum
Pump On The Market Today. Gain 1-3
Inches. Resolve Impotence, Safe & Perma-
nent.

For FREE info
Call 619-295-HUNG
or visit
www.Dr.JoelKaplan.com

FOR LEASE

Efficiencies from: 5375 = One bedroom from $495
« Two bedroom from $760
Prime locations in the Montrose ond Galleria areas.
Call Jim Bartiey Rental Properties
713/938-6968

Energy-Oiaf-Herbol Alfemalives
Sciantifically based Supplements from GNLD since 1958
PersonalHealthPlus.com
Become a Disinbutor

832-473-0358
Food Storoge Programs

FOR SALE

EC Houston

Evangelicals Concerned Houston Chapter
FPro-Gay & Pro-Christian Felfowship

We meet the First & Third Thursday from 7:00-
8:30 PM for Bible Study, feflowship, and social events.
Meetings are casual, and bringing dinner with you i5
welcomed and understood.

EC Houston is a part ol ECWR, a nationwide minis-
try of Christ-centered, Bible-believing, evangalical
Gay and Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Chris-
tians. ECWR is not a church, but a network of groups
of riends whose primary purpose is to provide rec-
onciliation, integration and opportunities for Christian
growth for Christian lesbians and gay men. We are
both pro-Christian and pro-gay!

Call 1-800-310-6718,
extension BIBLE (24253), for meeting location.

Local Monirose Bar For Sale
Prime Location.
Walking distance to all other bars.
Serious inguiries only.

Call for appointment. 713/527-8864

FOR SALE
Blue Zone Disco
1318 Westheimer * $599,000
Call Jim Moore, Coldwell Banker.
713/621-4953 ext. 152

Save 5. Bulld Community. Have Fun!

Register online for your OutSmart Pride Card good lor
discounts ond free odmissions ol Housfon orea
merchants, WwWWw.outsmarrmagozine.com

[ . ' FOR RENTAEASE = *

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD
'DNLIME'?| VISIT WWW UL”SMF\F"MJ\GMWF l“CIM

Breathtaking Willowbend Home
Exquisitely updoled wigourmel kilchen, siate floors, gronite
counfers, stone bocksplash, custom cobinets, GE Signa-
fure sloinless oppliances. Gorgeous bathrooms wi/siale
fioors, stona/glass showers, marbie oceents, glass blocks
and anfique vanifies wigronile counlers ond sloinless sinks,
Kohiler fixhures. New Intiex! painl, commercial campel, new
wiring ond plumbing. Lavish landscoping ond sparking pool
Gregl curt oppeal
Call Donny Pleason-Karpas Properties 713-419-1942,

Garden apartment
with private yard.

1 bedroom, 1 bath. Newly remodeled. Ceéntral
ACHeat, Woodhead near Westheimer.
$750/month plus electricity.

Depuosit and references. 713/528-0928

1145 Wesl 21st Streel—Recenlly redone 3/1.5/1
carport with den, no pets please. Vary cleon = $1000
1836 Sul Ross,—2/1/1 carport with hordwoods, pels
on o cose by cose bosis = 5800, Conlocl Teme
Coftman, Coldwell Banker, 713/869-0456 ext. 220.

Sove 5. Build Community. Haove Funl
Register online for your OutSmart Pride Card good for
discounts and free admissions of Houslon area
merchonls. www.outsmartmagozine.com.

HAIR SALONS

Suamdj@m
Avondales

HAIR SALON

1702 CROCKER - ROUSTON , TX T000

71392926264

Toesiar  Frifiy (0AN-TEN & Sty YN B0

fut & Butt

he gone!
Product 100% Guaranteed

Call 713-851-8939

P INTERNET SITES >

www.eroticattire.com
www.basicbrothers.com

Mike Copenhover
www. MikeCopenhaver.com

Find o dote, a moich or just o greal friend. Place a
personal ad or browse through over 200 ods from
people like you! Check oul Oulsmart's free personal ods
al www.OutSmartMogozine.com.

s
" tean b=

m 80210439

inkworkx:com/massage.htm

RELAXING TOUCH
OUTCALL MASSAGE
= Spoits Massage * Swedish
» Deep Tissue « Pre-natal
Call Erika 832-687-4897

RMTHMTO25122

Body Alive! Wellness Center, Ine.
Ona Hour Massages starf of S35
Avollable massoge heropies
Swedish » Deap Tissus « Craniosoeral = Reiki
= Reflexclogy = Sports = Corpal Tunnel = and many more,
Call 713/626-2200 for appointment.
4625 Southwes! Freewoy, Sulle 142, Houston, TX 77027
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Classic Massage
"In The Heights "'

Maturity and expericnee. Great rates. Relaxing, thera-

peanlic

sage m private studio in the Heights, Eve-
nings 6-10 pin and weekends 12-10 pm. Call for ap-
pointment, Byron T13/202-9786, Visit my website al
WV

iEstemassape.com  Second available.

Dave’s Hands
T13/805-2048
Large Strong Golden Hands
Vigorons % Sensual # Mystical
http:/feommunities.msn.com/DavesHands
Weekdnvs 6-10 pm » Weekends Flexible |

HEALING HANDS. Coaring and healing honds with
Swedish, Deep Tissue massage. Baloncing your life by
testoring flow ond energy. Peoceful, raloxing and
rejuvanating for total health. RMT#2233.  Howard
Kaonelakos 713/628-6174

o You Owe It To Yourself!

\.MS"i.M:F B'\' HEH

Out g al

' nkviment only. 11 am
54 about our first Wma ofiant g

Ken Claude
713/524-4759

First Time Massage Client Specials.
Relaxation, Sports, or Light/Deep Massage
CALL JOE.

Cell. 713/540-7544 or pager 281/895-1236
Friday and Saturday, after 5 pm, $10 OFF. Noon to Midnight

(MT#D14552)

Y MOVERS

American Movers, wa'll move you in rna right direction!
Experienced, frusfed and insures. See display ad for
special offer in fthis issue of OufSmart, Call
713/822-1717. www americanmovers. org

PAINTING/CONSTRUCTION

PAINTING
SHEETROCK REPAIR
TEXTURES
Call Marcia
832-567-3804
Bonded & Insured

RETAIL C NG

M‘Q‘aﬁam beutique

Houston's Premiere Lingerie Superstore

wiww. ergliccabaret.com

EROTIC WEAR
Huge varity of men's sexy weor al Ba
1232 Waesthaimer = www.arot
713/622-1626

SERVICES

Astrology, Tarot and Mora
Bridging the woy baelwesn you
subconscious and higher sell, whan
Josaph Moling 713/683-0285

Brothers «
g.com e

Maossage Theropy
Theropeutic ond desp fissua hy Joson. Memaorial Pork
Town Home. College Guy RMT # 18436
7T13/863-8888 or poger 713/908-8020

Need Solutions?
Maorti Wilson

281-704-49R9
CALL FOR A
FREE 10 MINUTE READING!

Profoundly Relaxing...Exceptionally Therapeutic!

For the bes! mossoge rom a professional
and exparienced hempis! call

Paul Rutledge
71 3/592- 0444

bl Cadin

LE M CIGPLAY AD

HEALING HANDS. Coring ond heoling honds with
Swedish, Deep Tissue massoge. Boloncing your life by
restoring fiow ond energy. Peoceful, reloxing ond
rejuvenating for lolol heolth. RMT#2233. Howard
Konelokos 713/528-6174

ROLFING—A wholistic process of body educalion and
monual manipulation focusing on the bodies’ connective
issus. Create more efficlency, ease, comforl and
responsiveness In your body. Improve posture ond
oppearance. Develops a greater awareness of body.
mind and heart. Free consuloton. Crolg Ellls, Cartified
Rolfer. Call 713/320-7481

ART OF MASSAGE: resloring comfort and balonce fo
your mind ond body by the coring hands of o skilled
therapist, Results can be relaxing. invigoroting—aven
inspiring! RMT#7796. Michoel 713/981-4843.

MOVERS

American Movers, we'll move you in fhe righl direction!
Experienced, trusied ond insured. See disploy od for
spacial offer in this 1ssue of OQutSmart. Call
713/622-1717. www.americonmovers.org

ATTORNEY

Wills, Trus Planning
Evenings and weeker appointment
Mork Y&ung . Anome? and Cuunsalnr Al Law

AD RATES

+ Basic Classifieds are *

0 words or less & 254 r ar gach word

RENT-A-CLERGY

Thera is an alternativa choice for the Gay, Lesbion, Bi &
Trans Community. Let Thomas, an ordained clergyman
help you honor ife's spacia evants
Wedding/Commitment Cerd Annivel
Ceramony, Rite of Coming
Saervica/Funerals, Ofther ble
your needs. Thomas embroces Liniver
can help you create the perfect ca y. For o free
consulfafion call Thomas of 713/522-7626 or e-mail
RantAcltergyman@AOL.com

TRAVEL

! TRAVEL! |
OUTSMART!
The Travel Partnership, Inc.
SANDRA WILKINS
BOO/A3T-971T E-MAIL: OUTTRAVL Li AOL.COM

OutSmart
advertising

works!
And now a word
from our sponsors...

Jnhnson \
ATTORNEYS AT\LAW

T'he first week that our ad in
OutSmart came out, we got our first
OrtSmart client. We have gotten
many clients and made many new
friends through our association
with OutSmart. It was one of
the smartest marketing moves

our firm could have made
—Jacquie Brennan,
Attorney at Law

COﬂ'l'Oﬂl

DESIGE

[ have been very impressed with
the response we've received from our
advertising in OueeSmare. Each ad thar
we p!'ih in OutSmart generates phone
inquires and artracts loyal readers
into our showroom. It is one of
the best media vehicles
in the Houston market.
—Stuart Tinsley,
VP Marketing

For advertising informaiion,
call 713/520-7237.
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OutSmart Advertisers

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 713/520-7237.

Show your OutSmart Pride Card and get special discounts, free admissions, and exclusive

offers from OutSmart advertisers!

ACCOMMODATIONS/LODGING
The Lovelt nn+ 507 Lovett, Houston . T13/522-5224
S Holywood @ Galveslon » Seawall & 31s! ... 836/809.0809
Save 10% on any wo-nigh! accommodations or fonger.
Thie Painted Lady Inn = San Anlonio ...... - 2104220-1092
Paradise » 2317 Ave P/Galveston . 1-877/919-6677

A.DUEHTISIHG!M#RKETIHG
OutSmar Magazing » 3408 Audubon Place ........ T14520-7237

ASTROLOGERS
m Lilly Roddy .

Save 10% discaunt rrFr aslrolpgical readings.

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
el Brennan & Associates » 2402 Commonweslth .. T13/522-1211
Save 10% discount off hourly rafes
Mark Summer = 2813 Wesi T.C. Jester seisisa- 281/355-7006
EES Simon & Associales + 401 Studewood #350 ..... 713/524-6000
Sava 15% discount off wilis and power of attomsy fegal
document drafting.
Jim S. Walker, P.C. « 1824 Forismouth
AUTOMOTIVE
AUTOMOTIVE SALES & LEASING
Frad Haas ToyolalJimmy Jonas » 20400 145 N 281/297-7000
Fred Haas Toyot2/Cynthia Chang ... ; 281/297-7000
Jack Roach Fom/Stephen Rubin » 6445 5 '-'n' Frwy. ... 281/588-3000
Steling MoCall Toyota/Tony Miketinac . T1X2T0-3068
Jay Marks Toyota/Debbie Johns « 11711 Gulf Freeway 713/843-9900
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
e Montrose Auto Repair = 151177 Taft 713/524-3068
1 with any othar affer.

T13/529-5842

1-800/732-2804

90’.- off total auto répairs. Not val

CATERING
Clayton Catering » 1701 Califorma e T13/526-1800
CHURCHES/SYNAGOGUES

Bering Memoarial United Methodist = 1440 Haroid 7135261017
Creative Life Spirtival Cenler » 5326 Spring-Stuabner . 281/350- 51“
Grace Lutheran » 2515 Waugh

Resurmection MCC = 2025 W. 11th ...
Zion Lutheran Church « 3608 Braucham) L

CLEANERS
Image Claangrg = 3407 Montmose
304 Gray

CLEM’IINGNINITDHI&L SERVICES
Parfection Plus Services 713/895-2766
CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES
Black Hawk Leather« 711 Falrview T13LEATHER
gﬁ:—man + 5162 Buftalo Speedway Ma/668-0135

10% discount off regularly priced marchandise

70650
7001

Jewei's Boulique » 2404 Taft .. Tt 3 523-3557
M2 + 3400 Monirose 3521-0804
COMHUNITTINOHPHOFITS
The Chamber GLBT T13/523-T576
Lesbian & Gay Community C1r . dL.i qu home 713/524-3818

University of Houston Confimuing Education 7137431060

COMPUTERS
INTERNET BARS/WEB DESIGN
Copy.com = 1201 Weasthaimear ... 713/528-1201
10% off all store services, Not va'hd H-’J”T-T:"r ather offer
Atamar Communications/Anthony Bures ., 7 13/528-0404

COHSTRUC'I'l'ON!ﬂEﬂODELlﬂG
US. Canstruction/Joe Hisvac .. serreareis 1 VOB2E-TET

ENTERTAINHEHT!HIGHT LIFE
Chances (The Barn « 1100 Westhaimer ..., s T1B/523-7217
International Exhibitions, Inc. » 1635 W, Alamaba ....... 713/821-1194
Keys West #5817 W. Dallas SRS IR ¥ -7 7 1715,
Montrose Softhall League, Sam '.".'llsnn " Tia/572-6262
Club Nsomnia » 202 Taum ... 713/521-1613

FINANCIAL SERVICES

BAHKS
Chase Bank of Texas : . T13/216-7000
FINANCIAL PLMIHERS
Grean/While Advisors « Bill Green/Sandra White T e
1225 N. Loop West, #1030 ... . T13869-1144
4645 Swestwatar, Sugar Land ., 281/491-5566

FITNESS CLUBS!PEHSOHIL TRAINING
ton Gym » 1501 Durham ... 713/880-9101
achanics/John Aaron = 617 le.r' 0"!,1 .. T13/523-5330
Kimbarty Mariar, Personal Traingr .....o.e.e BIR/4A3-FITT
Jehn Sherman, Personal Trainar . 713/962-B487
FRQMINGIHOVIE COLLECTIBLES
Hallywood Frame Gallery » 2431 Bissonnel . 718/942-8885
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS/PRINTING
Avantage Design » 4200 Monirose, #520 ... T13/528-3311
15% off business card, fetterhead, envelops order
House ol Coleman = 301 W, Alabama 71a/523-2521
Vilven Design Group = B07 Hawthome ... 113/526-3212
GROCERIES, SUPPLIES & LIQUOR
Kroger » 3300 Montrose 713/526-7865

HAIR/SKIN CARE/SALONS
Legands Hair Dasign + Robbie Tullos « 806 Westheimer . e
713527-0188
T13/520-0810

Emanon/Dannis Con . 1 I?i' 'ﬁ Gray .. i
HEALTH CARE
CLINICS/STUDIES

Montrasa Clinic = 215 Westheimer
Alternatives, Inc. *

GDUNSELIHB!PSYBH!]THER;\P'I’

Tony Camoll, LMSW-ACP ...

Deborah Denson, LMSW-ACP » 3000 \‘J.ﬂslawn

Enod Gray * 4200 Montrose o L

-Dam:\l Garces. MS, LPC, LMFT » 3316 M1, Vemnon .
AT 7‘35213 B30

713/830-3000
B0O/DIAL-GAY

20% off hrst initial wisit.
Shane Hennesey, MEd, LPC. CHt » 1712 Fainview 7135220368
Save $10 off 2 ona hour Reiki session

Charles Junkin'Grealer Houston Guidance Cenler ... 281/820-8787

Get Your FREE
Pride Card Today!

Register at www.ouismartmagazine.com or fill out the membership form.
Membersh;’p is FREE, so get your card to build community, save money and have fun!

| Dutbmart Pride Card membership Form

| Naome
i Address

City State Zip
| Phone E-mail

(Look for the g5 pride card and merchant offer)

Barbara Levinson, PRO/Center for Healthy Sexuality .. T18/785-T111

Danise O'Doharty, LFC, MSN, LMFT » 3730 Kirby T13/524-9525

Bob Snaligrove, LMSW-ACP » 4200 Manirose - T13/522-7014

Jeff Vannice, PnO » 1416 M. Loop W., #7580 ... T/426-4455

CHIROPRACTIC

Chimney Rock Chiropractic Genter/An Kaller, D.C. ... W)
3033 Chimney Rock, Suile 440 ... .. T13/T81-3344

Kirby Health & Waliness » 2727 Kirby Dr, #324 oooees
enneth Lester, D.C. & Elizabeth Baker, D.C, ..o 713(326-5252

Freg hotcold pack withi compumanian consufftation and exarm.

DERMATOLOGY

Galieria Cosmetic Surgery AssociationfAnthony Nikko, MD ...

#5151 San Felipe . T13/960-1311

DENTISTS

LifeSmiles/Randy Mitchmare, DDS R
2617 W. Holcombe Bivd, Ste. E 713/592-5300

Jonathan Penchas, DM.D., M.Ed. » 315 Westheimar _ 713/807-9877

Bruce W. Smith, DDS. » 1006 Missouil ......... 719/529-4364

MASSAGE THERAPIST/YOGA
E Body Alive! Wellness Center 4625 SW Freeway 713/626-2200
1/2 off any Spa Treatment,

Ken Clauge ... . T13/524-4759

Diavid Crawford 281/282519

Oscar Garza ! . 713/494-0507
Alan Davidson/| E;senr al Touch T13/942-0023

20% discount off facials

Craig Ellis Fokfing T13/320-7481

713/256-8400
92-0444
- T13/550-1125

Thom Loch Massags ...

Paul Rutledge i

Yoga Lotus Inec ')ﬂ["-'.I'L:.'II'L" ar r‘-‘llﬂ ’
BPHTHJ&LMULUGISTS

Diagnastic Ey ar Bellaiie, Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD » .,

5420 Cashw U g | '168:,'3 IE

Eye Excellanca/M Grean, MD. Ph.D, FACS ... cciiinisin
§624 Fannin, Ste. 2105 T13/521-EYES
4 Chelsea Place T13/521-3937

OPTDMETRISTS

Eya Elegance « 3968 Wegtheimer T1yE22-440

Today's Vision/Dr. Bruce Krutsinger » 428 W. Gray .... 713/640-2020
PHARMACEUTICAL BDMP&HEES

Haletra/Abbat! Labs 1-B00/441-4987
PHYSICIANS

Carolyn Gardiner. M.D, =411 W, 218!, #2 713/802-9740

Dr. Pawan Grover « 7500 Beachnut, £280 ... . T13/881-6611
Southamptan Medical Group » 101 Greanbriar

Patrick J. MacNamara, MD : 71

5537

Carlos A, Farinas, MD T13/520-5537
Julia A Kovacs, MD . F13/520-5537
Shannon R. Schrader, MD T1520-5537
HEALTH FOODS
Guidance lrom Karen « 7815 Fairdell . ; T13478-7373
HOME FURNISHIHES!SEHUICES
Cantoni » 9880 Westhaimer T13TRT-2404
Ciiies » 1805 Westheimer ..., ... 713/528-2662
1 62 Buftalo Spesdway . . 7138680135
10% it off regulary priced merchandise
Gallery Fumiture « 6006 1-45 N, . 7T13604-5570

l"SURﬁHCE ﬁGENClES!ﬁGENTS
Jefirey T, Bules » 8575 W. Loop South, #1835 713661-7700
Rob Schmatler = 6575 W, Loop South, #185 .. T13/661-7700

INVESTGATIONS
== K. Grift Investigations, Inc. » 1825 Lexington Si. T13.526-7711
Frea Consuitation with Pride Card
JEWELERS

|.W. Marks Jewelers » 3841 Bzllaire Bivd. ...
Reiner's Jeweler's « 2210 Westhaimer

MAIL SERVICES
E Mail Boxes Etc. of Rica Village » 2476 Bolsover 713/520-4132
'ep with shipping arder,

MOVERS

713/668-5000
. T18/520-1212

No packing

Amarican Movers T1a5E221717
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PEST CONTROL

Odoriass Commercial Services + PO Bax 130451
PLUMBING SERVICES
PAX Plumiring Services [ Amelia Read " T13/898-5012
PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
Avantage Design + 4200 Montrose, #520 ... T131528-3311
15% off business card, lelterhead, envelope order.
Copy_-Com « 1201 Westheimer SR i . 'L ') V0] |

T13/523-1540

House of Coleman » 801 W H|d\l‘of“\ﬂ T131623-2621
FSVCH'C!INTUITIVE READERS
Sandra Nicholas 713086 1-8336
Litly/Phil Roddy T13/525-5842
Marti Wilsan T13/601-MARTI

REAL EST#TE SERUICES
REALTORS/AGENTS/BUILDERS

Teme Cofiman/Coldwell Banker .......
Mike CopenbaverReMax Mebro « 3730 KlL\ #300 ... 7T
Bob Derr/Karen Derr Realtors + 1034 He ||] its Blva . 7130
Richard Hill  Greenwood King Praparti i -, T13BR9-6142
Morgan Rockwell Propertias » mh Nv\..-lq:ﬂ . M3528-5777
Ronald Kes Propertes « PO Box 130007 ........ 715234242
Bryan Wiliams/Coidwedl Bankar Swilley Hudson 2811236-5475
Debbie Schrod! » 2323 Town Center 2B1/460-5368
MORTGAGE LENDEHS

Countrywide Home Loans » 2714 W, Lake Hou

Maithew Vest or Roger F{ay

n, Suite 180
281/361-8546

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE BARS
Acadian Bakers + 604 W. Alabama 7
Cole’s Rastaurant - 2100 Waugh

0-1484

10% discount on entregs (2 enlree per card, per visit) ¢
Crostini « 2411 8. Shaphasd
Ming's + 2703 Maniros
Riva's italian Restaurant » 1117 Missoun ........... T13/528-3450
Ziggy's » 2320 W, Alsbama ; T13/527-8588
TELEPHOMNE SERVICES
CABLE/TELEPHOME LINE INSTALLATION
Comm-King/Kim Barmy
CEI.LI.Ii.iH;"WIHEI.ESS TELEPHBHES
CaliMfart = (call for nea T13266-7770
FREE phane, leather cas largar with contract
!:":‘-:’ﬂ:r}l Paging & Wireless/Lea Bogle
0 Murphy Road, Stafiord ..
1450 W. Sam Hox n Play, N_E111

Save 30% off any r
accessory. Save 10%

713/322-1248

Telecom Wirsless
2808 Mitam
12320 Badlaire
5103 FM 1960 W
11507 Bellaire

- 281/988-7400
TRAVEL
Concierpe Traval Inc. « 5008 Mimosa 113861211
VETERINARY CLINICS/PET SERVICES
Neariawn Animal Clinic » 1314 Woodhead .................. T13/526-1502
Sit Stay « 2015 Shekdon St T13/802-1220

LASIK - An Exciting Way

To See Things anferenﬂy

Know your Surgeon:

Mary T. Green, M.D., Ph.D., FA.C.S.

* MD, Baylor College of Medicing

* Ph.D. Tulane University

* Infernship/Residency, Baylor College of Medicine
* Fellowship-Cornea/Anterior Segment Surgery

* Fellow of the American Board of Ophthalmology
* Fellow of the American College of Surgeons

* Fellow of the International College of Surgeon

* Post Graduate Research/Teaching

* Private Practice, Houston, Texas since 1987

Al Eye Excellence, our mission is to combine
old-fime values and caring with cutting edge
technology. Call now to schedule a
complementary laser vision consultation at
713-521-EYES (3937) or go o our web site.

<3

excellence @

713.521.EYES » www.eyeecellé_r'\e.'com

You need
more
business...

Over 89% of our readers
go out of their way
to suppport
OutSmart advertisers...

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 713/520-7237.

When you choose Chase,

vou choose a

company that has a history of supporting

diverse causes

community, customers

"
"JPMorgan

that are important

to our

and employees

Chase

We wish vou a happy new year and

look forward to earning yvour bus

Visit or call any of our 51 conveniend branches i

Chiser = Kirby
3201 Kirtwy Ty,
11375253281

Chate « Downtown

112 Main St
NA2WG-4TTE

sIiNess.

n the greater Houston area.

Ghase = Reagan [Helghts)
HYLRURE
T13/868-G191
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SignOut
by Lilly Roddy

ell, our good friend Mercury goes
retrograde from mid-Jlanuary to early
February—so get those new projects

started before January 13 or you will have to
wait until February before you get another good
start time. * Stay alert January 9 and January
25-27 The hope of New Year's Day will come
tinged with fear from last yeor. People want to
feel up and excited, but you will notice they are
trying @ tad too hard. The latter part of January
will be a time of reflection for the nation.

Aries (March 21 -April 19) Your views turn more
directly to a hyperrealistic and practical way of
looking at life. Long-term security invades your
brain and becomes your overriding concarn. Any
investment better have a very foreseeable return.
Some may view you as o bit cold or
indifferent to their lives. Friendships are
up for review when Mercury goes ret
rograde. They hove to have a place in
your life or you may just let them go.
You are even more direct with people
after the 19th. Be careful that you are
not stepping on those toes for fun.
Some people respond angrily

Taurus (April 20-May 20) The first
half of the month, you are ready for a
rest and should take it while you can. A change
in your roufines would really help. You could take
a trip or just a short trip to the beach . . . say the
Bahomas? Be back by mid month, because your
career hits the fan. These problems you have
been frying fo plc::i:l?e need emergency surgery
You may feel an enormous lack of loyalty from
those wham you work with. Choose your friends
carefully, as this will really count this month

Gemini (May 21 -June 21) Work seems busier
even than last month. And by the way, your dis-
gust is showing. You can easily step on those
sensitive digits that people have stuck outin your
path to frip you up. One of those feet belongs to
the boss, so you should try putting on a friend-
lier mask. That said, your avoidance talents are
way low. If you can get oway in the early part
of the month, it would help. Just be back in town
at mid month when your ruler, Mercury, goes
retrograde. All those troublemakers will really
need your help then, and you can be the star.

Cancer [June 22-July 22) Romantic relation-
ships are written in red magic marker on the cal-
andar this month, You say you've been too busy?
You're right there, and if you've forgotten your
lopses, just ask your pariner. They can remind
you. Time to renew those old fies. Put down those
restraints! If you are not as emotionally connected

as you want to be, you may find yourself look-
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ing for some stable, long-term, physical, parent
like Figure to run your life. Pay attention to joint
finances and investments at mid manth. You may
want o reconsider where you keep your money.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Now to clean up the work
environment. You are in charge of how well oth-
ers function together, sort of the workplace rela-
tionship counselor. If you can’t create the drama,
then attracting it to you is almost as much fun. Some
social distance would help you draw some limits.
Your own relationship needs some work, as old
problems resurface affer mid month. Your partner
feels distant, off in some dreamland contemplat-
ing their intellectual prowess. A good slap should
bring them back into their physical body

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22| Relationships are cer-
tainly in the spotlight again this month. Drudgery

and routine are definitely wearing away the love
that exists. Do something fo inject some electricify
into this part of your life. Or the problem will be
broughl to you in a much less happy presenta-
tion. Get your career life in order. Who is the boss
of your life? Quit living in the past. Get back on
that exercise program. This will be even more im-
portant by mid month. And don't run with the seis-
sors and don't chew with your mouth open.

Libra [Sept. 23-Oct. 23) Time for some rest and
relaxafion before you get back on the tilta-whirl.
Home is your solace and your escape. Family
members will want to visit, but tell them your dance
card is too full. You are trés arfistique this month
and may even have o place to express this side
of you by mid month. Relationships are certainly
heating up for you by mid month. Even fighting
can just be a sign that you need to pay aftenfion
to your partner. Everyone needs aftention and you
have been getting plenty. Share some

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) This is o month of
mixed blessings. On one hand, you are prob-
ably more organized than you have been in a
while. And yet, the search continues to slake that
elusive thirst that burns in your inner being. You
are ready for a decision, but decide what?! Part
of you wants to crawl into bed and stay there.
Another part wants to explore the mountains of
Tibet. Will security and fear conirol your deci-

Happy Birthday to
Greg Louganis.
Borm January 29,1960,
openly gay Louganis
is an Olympic Gold
Medal winner.

sions once again? Will you break free from the
limitations of the past?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21] Financial se-
curity and selfworth are your entree menu items
as you fry to get a grip on what you are deing
and where you are going. You want more from
life, people, your career, and everything that
means anything in your life. And you will figure
it out. Don't worry if by mid month you change
your mind—it is just a chance from the Universe
fo review your choice before you set the fence
post in cement,

Capricarn [Dec. 22-Jan, 19] As we experience
the birth of the new year, you are ready to expe-
rience your own rebirth. You are clear about your
strategy and how to get where you are going.
This can be a very rewarding year, as most of the
planets are going to help you along.
Be sure not to miss your opportunities.
Get your workplace in order. Yes, it
may seem dull, but you need to face
those issues you have been avoiding.
And no, band-aid solutions won't do.
You need to go in and replace the
equipment. If old money Issues resur-
face, address them. Otherwise, they
will follew you around.

Aquarius (Jan. 20- Feb. 18] The
new year always brings you into a fime of re-
treat. You have somewhat overextended your-
self in December and are ready for a break.
Only those things that are most impartant will fit
into your schedule. And you will be more sensi:
tive than usual. As you take a ruthless hand to
your schedule, relationship partners may turn
extra needy. Pat them on the head, and they
will be satislied for a time, Otherwise, their whin-
ing will only get louder. By mid month, you are
very melancholy rethinking your choices as your
birthday approaches.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) The new year s like
a breath of fresh air for you. You are more social
and ready o be with friends. You are not so bur-
dened by the past year and the shift in conscious-
ness you'va experienced. Practicalify enters the
picture and you are ready for some long-term
choices. Yeu are starting to rebuild your home,
both inner and outer versions. And you will be

your own judge and jury this time. You are ex-

tremely reflective by mid month and may even
choose to go on a spiritual
pilgrimage. You will be
back by early February.

Lgf.!'_]. Hu(f:{'_\ is a Houston- f
hased astrologer. She can be i
reached at lillyeath@aal com
ar htip: | | communtiies.msn.
com! f_.n"f_‘.'.-r.-i.-'-!.l“n{ngh'-’.hrpﬂrf.
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Alan Daviclson

Registered Massage Therapist

1712 Fairview

* Houston, Texas « 77006 |
713/942-0923 |

) ™

Arumal]‘wrap}' Facials & |
Source Vital Facial Product! [
OFFER ENDS 1/31/102 ‘;J;

Find out how people across America
are using the ancient art of Feng
Shui to bring success, wealth,
romance, health and harmony

into their homes and businesses.

As featured on Dateline and Oprah!

Sandra
Nicholas

is a nationally recognized
Feng Shui consuleant and
lecturer who has completed
advanced level of study with
world-renoumed Feng Shui
autharity Master Lin Yun.
Sandra is the founder of Feng Shui Enterprises and has
been in practice since 1985. Her work has been fatured
on PRS’ Clannel 8 and ABCs Channel 13 News.

Member of Feng Shui Guild

FOR AN APPOINTMENT CALL 713/861-8336.

Praperly done, modern dental care should NEVER hurt,

should not be stressful and should last a long time.”

We employ the best and newest techniques and
materials because YOU are our
first and only concern.

My practice is not a “clinic” setting!

YOU get quality time, one patient at a time.
Every time. Come see how much difference
a nonclinical setting makes for comfort!

Strict adherence to cutting-edge
sterilization of all instruments
and facilities.
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1006 MISSOURI ST.

Hours By Appointment

713.529.4364
SHEE-

Restorative, Cosmetic and Preventative Dentistry for Adults Since 1981
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NC SPECIAL

» Check Valves

+ Resurface front roters or rear drums
* Road test vehicle

|
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|
|
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|
|
|
I
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5. Phones available in every
1. Send s eceive izaing el on sour phone

3. VREE DIVIVERY LET US HELP. YOUR
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Q. 1 The Premier ¥

MARCUS POTTER

Well, there’s this whole idea: You leave me alone, I leave you
alone. And it's even in some of the Western literature, you
know, live and let live. Even my gay friends bring it up sometimes.
I mean basically what it boils down to: If I don’t tell you I'm a fag,
you won't beat the crap out of me. I mean, what's so great about

: that? That's a great philosophy?
P‘G'“E & WInEliss r~J —Jonas Slonaker

The Laramie Project
Communicale wilh Us: e

www.callpremier.com Iuy one entrée and get the 2nd

71 3-465-8883 281-575-8500 W Ll Li e i

14‘50 W. Sam HDua-lon Pkwy N 12220 Murp!w Hmid Slnﬂo:u

For more on The Laramie Project, see page 26
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The Black Tie dinner was held on
MNovember 17 af the George R. Brown
Convention Center

1 Actor Alec Mapa wos guest speaker
2 Honoree Kevin Davidson (lefi)

with event co-chair Carlos Reyes

3 Janie Lopex with Senta at Shell’s
SIEP party, December & at the
Sheraton Suites

The Names Project had a quilt panel

dedication for World AIDS Day
Sheila Jackson Lee [left]

prasanted a city proclamation to

Names Project director Alex Soto

5 leading the candlelight procession

6 The Lovett Inn's heliday party,
December 9: innkeeper Tom Fricke

(2nd from right) with (| to r) Jeffrey
Kuchar, Tad Dvorak, John
Ochoa, ond Jessee Gutierrez

Bering United Methodist's Christmas
lunchean was December 9

(L to r} Jason Sechrest, Kenny
and Jim Benton

Linda Enger (leff) and Valerie Silk

The Han-MNet holidoy mixer was
December 7 at the community center.
) [L to r) Tony Colby, Rosana
Doumas, Michael Magnason

Han-Net moderater Brandon
Woalf [right] with Ray Hill

The PWA Holiday Charity
Fundraiser was December 9: Don Gill
|left) with Bob Boutan

12 Paul Long |:|eFt:| and Richard
Cole opened Cole's Restaurant on
November 28

13 At the Bayou City Boys Club Toy
Drive on December 9, Matt Krol
(president, right) presented an appre-
ciation oward to Ricky Davidson.

4 World AIDS Day HIV conference
sponsored by Houston Buyers’ Club
teok place on December 1 at Bering
United: [l to r) Fred Walters of the
Houston Buyers Club, guest speaker
Dr. Lark Lands, Dr. Patricia

Salvato, and Nelson Vergel of

Body Paositive Wellness Center

15 Grand opening of de-Murs Hair
Studio took place on December 11:

1.T. Demers [center] with Brett Fey
(left) and Nicole Annette

Kyle Fu [middle, in vest] had an
art opening November 27 al Mo
Mong. Emerson Wen (kneeling]
dcmgr‘fyd the outfits for (| to r) Spuce'f
d’Bree, Val Rodz, Lisa Stewart,
Fu, D.S. Isacson, Max Boyd-
Harrison, Susan Sheedid

Roy Green carries the Olympic

tarch on December 10

A Christmas Songtest on December 2

Gay Men's Chorus of Houston
Sharon Montgomery (left) and
Jerry Atwood
|Lto r) Mike Evans, Tricia Lynn,

and Mike Collins

U.S. Construction
& Services

(Our capabilities IncludeD

= Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
= Ceramic Tiling

* Interior & Exterior Painting

* Room Addifion and Siding

We are an owner-operated company serving the
Houston area for aver 25 years, specializing in
residentiol and commercial remodeling. We have
many satisfied references, both residential and
commercial, for your review. If we can be of

assistance, please call .
Turn your house into

Call for a free estimate. the home of your dreams.

U.S. Construction & Services
(713) 526-7679 = Pager 713/698-0103 * E-mail: uscon@pdqg.net

ETE
vests
shorts
pants
harness
toys

-t & more...
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Joe Hlavac, Owner
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Where will YOU be?.

For the Big One...

The largest gay and lesbian cruise
ever to sail from Los Angeles sails
February 15-25, 2002. With room for

2052 guests.
There is a cabin for you.

But don’t wait too long. Cabins are
going fast. Prices start at only $131
a day per person for a cabin for t
(including port charges and

H
id
@

f /H /f- ATIONS.COM
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"- LRI I RN o e i o see our web site for more information on alNSETE STEIE
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