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Mike Copenhaver is the commumnity’s
connection to real estate resources.

Spccia_lizing in Houston's Inner Loop Neighborhoods, I strive to

give first-rate pc:rscma] service and the best in markcting skills. If
you are in the Heights area, Montrose or Museum areas, West
University, Bellaire, or other close-in neighborhoods—Please call

estate than REM&(

to see what I can do for you!!

RICHARD HILL Q/

GREENWODD KING

Voted Best PROPERTIINIES
Real Estate Agent 1801 HEGHTS Brvp. WG CU[‘E[I[IE\.’G[‘
rt Readers- 713.864.0888 3
xd o{‘;fgsgr;?& 19;9 2’ WWW. rich.:rdla ill.com 3730 Kirby Drive, Suite 300 = Houston, TX 77098

richard@richardhill.com 713.528.1800 +888.920.MIKE (toll free)
www.mikecopenhaver.com




Iree I'state Planning Seminar
For the GLBT Community

Here’s What You'll Find Out at This Free “Living Trust” Seminar... | ¥ S I ARGA 2 ' I i ’ 2000

L] How IUllI.‘II\i':-iIT'{‘.\llliI' estate coes 1o . How to avoid or minimize estate taxes s pa——
whom you want which could amonnt to 37-55% of , Texas g OldeSt & LargeSt MOVle Memorabllm Show

. How 10 make -|||‘r}ulll‘|n|l'rr|r'l'i-rl'l vour estate
barred from the ||n-|nir.'1| room by insensitive e [How to maintain privacy and control over
family members your assets November 4 & 5, 2000
*  [low to overcome the disadvantage at law . How to insulate your estate from suceessful 3 3 )
that GLBT singles and couples face will contests Sponsored by Hollywood Frame Gallery

* Modern & Vintage Autographs

* Posters » Stills * Books

* Magazines * Cartoon & Comic Art

* Old TV/Movies on Video » and More

Hollyfield Conference Center

'|'||1‘~1lz|). October 10 and Thursday. October 12

R 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites
i’f‘ . 2700 Albany. Houston, Texas 7787 Katy Freeway
‘ﬁa r h Refri shmenits will be served (near I-10 & Antoine)
| ¢, Bt < and there’s plenty of free parking 10 a.m.—6 p.m., Sat., Nov. 4
o . Ml 10 a.m.—4 p.m., Sun., Nov. 5
Fe j \.’_" 1] seminar attendees f|'.|.ll.'ll'l|':.r'ln'llf o recee -'.'.."."-'-' Admission is On]y SS per day
one-hour consultation valued at 5200 (children under 12 fl":’{'_‘]
Contact Robert @ 713/365-0266
Se liln"' is lll]ll((‘(l ouR
- - BUY )
i Reservation line open 24 hours a a.f'.-rlx; T davs a week l-t ~aAmnme it at

Buy it at Slal gazer . i
Hollyw ood Frame (_ulllu y

Hollywood Frame Gallery has custom framing fit for a queen!
Cleopatra, Elizabeth Taylor, Richard Simmons, Melissa
Etheridge...no matter who, we can frame him or her...or you.
October is National Custom Framing Month (and National

i Coming Out Day), so come out to Stargazer 2000 and
visit our booth. Mention this ad and you get 10% off
your custom framing order!

I-I @ l l y wo O d Urisil us af the Star gazer 2000 stow

FIDAME GALLELY or at our store at 2431 Bissonnet * 713/942-8885
Reel Framing for Real People Open 10 a.m.—6 p.m., Monday-Saturday, till 8 on Thursdays
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Karen Derr & Associates Realty
has Dorches for sale. . .Houses included!

Bill Richard Mark Karen

NORHILL HEIGHTS 2/2 - Plus garage and great WOODLAND HEIGHTS - extensively updated and
private back yord. Gleaming hardwoods, tresh looded with ¢ d 2 bath, hardwood Hoaors, with 6,600 sf lot, garage and central a/c
paint, 2 baths! $194 500 Richard Buentello -832 rewired. $238,000. Call Mark Holland - 7134467954 $140,000 Call Mark Halland - 713-4446-7954

F22.-7424

WOODLAND HEIGHTS 3/2 - newly updated, EXCELLENT WO ODLAND HEIGHTS CORNER - 3/

huge master with French doors to large deck 2 bedrooms and 2 baths, iron fence, hardwoads 2 great floor plan ond newly remedeled too + Garage
Large living. $234,%00. Call Karen Derr. $208,200 Call Richard Buentallo -832-722.7424 apt. $299,900 Call Bill Baldwin - 281-850-6862
THE TOWNHOUSE AITERNATIVE - Heights new COOH THE VIEW - What a porchl Like new Sage
construction, wood floors, back yerds, detached go- Heights is an urban retreat. Granite, har views, wood floors, hi-c
rages. $339,000. Call Bill Baldwin - 281-850-6862 great spaces for art, over 3,300 sk $429,900 Call gas range $149,900 C

Karen Derr- 713-862-1600 B75-7049

713-862-1600 - KarenDerr.com & PeopleLovePorches.com
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NOW PUBLISHING IN OUR 7TH YEAR!

| AN ANTI-HATE CRIMES, PRO-PRIVACY,
PRO-LIFE READER SPEAKS OUT
v To L Jaryl Moare,
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Although | will not address every point

| Production David Parne | i ke
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Columnists |chn Aarcn Arnell
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VEMF[ED bombo chair, sale. $379 bombo table. sale. $479 bombo barstool, sale. $499

AUDIT CIRCULATION
9889 Westheimer (1 Block West of Gessner ) 713-787-9494
Internet www.cantoni.com * Email: cantoni ntoni.com

www . verifiedaudit.com
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24 hour reservations 713/335-3445
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ERNIE’S OUT!

After finally coming out, I realized it really wasn't a big deal after all

by Ernie Manouse

Editor’s note: We were surprised and de-
lighted when Ernie Manouse chose to come
out in our magazine, in the Pride edition.
(Ernie’s comment as the OutSmart float
twent }'_I{r:-(f the J‘e'.".l’.i'h;',"!.féf stand at the Pride

Parade: "”:_'}' Maria [Todd], I'm gy It
must be true, I read it in OutSmart/

So, six months later, in honor of Na-
tional Coming Out Day, we thought we’d
check in with Ernie and see how coming

out has affected his life and his work rela-
tionships. Ernie’s experiences serve as in-

spiration to everyone who is wondering if

they have the courage to come out of the

closet themselves

ince October 11 is National Coming

Out Day, two things come to mind.

First, they have a day for everything

these days, and second, 1 guess I am
“out”...officially!

When I sat down in May to be interviewed

for OutSmart, it was to help promote the

Pride Parade. Well, I have never thought of

myself as closeted until the question about
whether or not I was gay came up—and
funny as it seems, it was strange to answer.
Of course, I wondered how people would re-
spond. Would this affect the show, the
audience's relationship with me; would there
be a backlash? Now everyone could know that
“secret” part of me...and not just those who |
chose to tell. But then :
looks at me knows the color of my skin or the
color of my hair (well, that one ean he a bit
tricky) and that has never hothered me, so
why should this?

Truth be told, after reading the article

rain, anyone who

(which I rushed to pick up the hour it hit the
street), | was more concerned that my edited
comments about public television would get
me in more trouble than the gay stuff (the
complete comments can be read on the web
version of the artiele |[www.outsmart
magazine.com|). Neither happened—life
went on, and now in some strange way, 1 had
become the most visible openly gay person in
Houston television.

So how has the OutSmart article changed
me? | would say “very little, if at all,” but be-
ing the journalist that | am, that knee-jerk
reaction was not enough. I had to investigate,
and so | asked the people I work with every
day how this has changed me, them, us...and
here is what they had to say.

“As far as I’'m concerned, whether Ernie is
gay or not is irrelevant. | never have cared

=

who people sleep with. I see Ernie as I do ev-
eryone else, as human beings; sexuality is
aonly part of it. I love Ernie. He's talented,
funny, well-read, and smiles all the time
Most importantly, he's very comfortable with
himself and I wish everyone, gay or straight,
would be like that. As far as I'm concerned,
Ernie was always ‘out'—out of fear, confu
sion, and pain that many have felt due to
other people’s ignorance. He chose to be who
he i1s and to share that with us all, and that
is fine with me. Thank God.” —Patricia Gras,
Produeer | Reporter

“Qut? Ernie always tells people he’s part of
the ‘in' crowd.” —Will Hilton, Programming

“Ernie’s OUT? When was he ever really IN?
Out, in, upside down, right side up or side-

ways, Ernie is always fun to work with. He is
a top-noteh interviewer who has always been
able to get more meaningful eonversation out
of his interviewees than most talk-show
hosts—gay or straight.” —Heidi Slater, Pro-

gram Guide Editor

“Ernie is the same as he ever was, completely

open and friendly. I've only known him for
about two years—in fact, I've only been out of

college for two years—but in that time he has
actually helped me realize that the stereo-
tvpes I've heard/had about gay men are com-
pletely untrue. I've lead what most people
call a sheltered life, and Ernie is actually the
first gay man I've ever worked with. So, my
experienice with Ernie has been completely
nind-opening and wonderful. He is truly one
of my favorite people to work with.”
Amanda King, Intern Producer

“Gee, | really can’t answer that ‘cuz vou
never told me you were gay. | kinda figured it
out by myself. In terms of how it affected our
working relationship, it meant I had no one
at work to look at chicks with. It really did
‘ect the way we worked together except
that I learned about a new culture and how to
dress better.” Jim Collins, Director,
Crosstalk With Ernie Manouse (Chicagao)

“For most of the years I've worked with
Ernie, 1 was pretty sure he was gay, but we
1ever spoke about it. A couple of years ago,
we were having a conversation about some-
one he was dating, and he kept awkwardly
avoiding the use of the words ‘he,” "him,’ ete. |
told him, You know I know you're gay, don't
vou? You don't have to dance around it." There
was a sense of relief between both of us. Our
working relationship and our friendship has

gotten even stronger now, because he knows —

Immediate Finance!

Immediate Delivery!

... lonight!

Voted by
OutSmart readers
“BEST PLACE
TO BUY FURNITURE.”

Respect for every customer!
We sincerely appreciate
your business!

ALLERY FURNITURE

SAVES YOU SSS

6006 1-45 North (between Tidwell & Parker)
713/694-5570

Bring this ad and receive

S50 OFF

ANY PURCHASE OF $500 OR MORE.

Limit one per customer.




it doesn't bother me and there is nothing to
hide.” —Doug Mueller, Producer, Broadeast
Creative Services

“I didn’t notice a dif.” —Kirk Kauder, Crew
Member/ Producer

“Ernie’s coming out has been nothing short of
a tremendous pain-in-the-ass to me. Now all
he wants to do is follow me to the bars and try
to steal all the men I am cruising!” —Nick
Brines, U of H Alumni Relations

“Even if it was not spoken, I think we all

knew, and Ernie never really made much of

an effort to hide 1t. After the article came out,
we all found that we could openly joke about
it, as we do with everything else in everyone
else’s lives. So 1t took a pressure off us and
equaled the field. It made no difference that
he was gay—the problem was there was
something we couldn't talk about and that's
what built the walls. Now, nothing 18 sacred
during lunch!” —Jill Snyder, Programming
Assistant

“Having never seen E's mid-drift, [ was un-
aware that he has an outie. Actually, Ernie’s
friendship with his co-workers has not
changed or altered itself in the least, except
that now we have to bow our heads when we
speak to him—but I think that was coming
anyway.” —Mark Kennedy, Director

“| guess | should have figured out that Ernie

was gay before the article came out. | mean,

how many ABBA albums can one man actu-

ally own? His openness and sincerity about

his life outside of work has made our working

relationship and friendship much stronger.”
-Michael Horne, Crew

“Ernie was always with my girlfriend, and
they would chat together and hang out

kinda made me worry. But then that article
came out and all that gay stuff—so every-
thing is alrght. So, I don’t have to worry. I
mean, he really is gay, right? This isn't just
some sort of a joke?” —Matt Brawley, Crew

”| knew early on that Ernie was gay. [ would
drop hints letting him know that | was fine
with ‘the gay thing," hoping that it would
make him feel more comfortable and able to
open up to me. I didn't want to press the issue
and say, 'Look, I know you're gay and 'm cool
with it." I wanted him to feel comfortable with
it first. But I have to admit that it bothered
me that he wasn't being honest. [ felt he was
hiding something from me and that it was an
impediment to the growth of our friendship.
Friendships are based on trust and [ felt that
by him not sharing that part with me I wasn't
getting the whole Ernie, the real Ernie. | re-
member the exact moment he came out to
me. He was really bothered about a problem
he was having with someone he was dating

but he wasn't telling me what was bugging
him. FINALLY, he opened up to me. The first
thing I said to him was, “Thank God, finally,’
and then ‘It took you freakin’ long enough!’
From that mement on, our friendship became
deeper and more honest. Basically, as a
straight person looking from the outside,
what I think about this whole ‘out’ 1ssue is,
life is too short to live a lie and the people
who are truly worthy of being your friend will
stand by you no matter what. And if they
don't, well they weren’t worth your time to
begin with. Rock on!” —Julie Coan, Co-Pro-
ducer WeekDay

“l was SHOCKED...[ mean | just couldn’t be-
lieve it! But, in the end, it didn’t really
change anything at work or in our friendship.
Now I just go to him for fashion advice!”
Gina Miller-Parker, Development

“1 believe Ernie’s ‘'coming out’ has enabled
him to draw from a significant part of his life
that he felt compelled to conceal before. Al
though he and I were friends months before
he actually told me, it wasn’t until after he
told me he was gay that [ feel he was allowed
to truly be himself in our friendship.” —Ted

Westhy, Producer

“Coming out? Are you nuts?!!!!!"!1 You'll
never replace Pat O'Brien now." —James
Manouse, Ernie’s Brother B

SUNDANCE FAMILY OUTING

Coming out on Sundance Channel

Sundanc& Channel
celebrates Coming
| Out Day with two films

| ctober 11 is

To me, it was like being in a black-and-white movie
that suddenly converted to color. —Andrew Sullivan

LIVE IN COLOR: COME OUT ‘
|

Two Outstanding Properties From
REMAX Metro

I'rom the street you can tell this home is awe-
some! Front door opens 1o huge living room
(27x19) with cathedral ceiling and wall of win-
dows overlooking backyard and pool! Spacious
Kitchen with granite counters opens to family
room. Bleached hardwood floors! Master has
vanlted eeilings and huge walk-in closet! 2823
s i located at 10215 Willowgrove in Willow

Meadows just a few blocks outside the loop near
Meverpark. .........8365.000

To schedule a private showing of this home or others
in the area, call David Montz at 713/528-1800 or (cell) 713/822-3857

| that tackle the subject

i with candor, sensitivity,
| and humor. In his

| award-winning short

| Family, Stephen Patrick

Stephen Patrick
Foery (right)
comes out in
Family, while
Chris Stafford

and Anderson

Foery details his coming el g 0}
come out with
each ather in
Edge of 17.

out experiences from
age 18 to 22, from first
discussing his sexuality
on Philadelphia’s public
radio show "Gay-
dreams,” to finding an
influential gay mentor
on the Internet, to fi-
nally coming out to his
father in a tense inter-
view. Family airs on
Oct. 11 at 9:45 p.m.
Also airing is David
Moreton's critically
acclaimed Edge of 17, 1984, a giddy period when gender-bending

.| a sweet, funny, and pop stars like Boy George were making

J| knowing tale of an Ohic  major inroads into mainstream culture.

SUSAN HENH

National Com-
ing Out Day, as spon-
sored by the Human
Resource Council’s
Mational Coming Out
Project. Headed by
Candace Gingrich, the
Coming Out Project
puts out a resource
guide to coming out
that includes a way to
do it one step at a time,
and an extensive list of
organizations, books,
hotlines, religious orga-
nizations, and on-line
resources to help and
support you as you
contemplate this impor- | freeing experience because people can’t
tant step. For a free hurt me anymore. —Eflen DeGeneres
resource booklet or
*Coming Out Kit," call
B00-866-6263 or e-mail
ncop@hre.org.

Coming out was the best thing | ever did...

it took all the fears away. —k.d. lang

| Far me, [coming out] has been the most

i Almost everyone | know has had a better |
experience coming out than they thought

they would. —Barney Frank

2| boy's coming out circa  Edge of 17 airs on Oct. 11 at 8 p.m.

8 OCTOBER 2000 QOutSmart

Rambling Braeswood ranch with pool and spa. four hedrooms. wall of win-
dows over looks backyard! Wonderful floor plan for entertaining. Reeent

Kitchen with Gortan® counters. renovated master bath. pool cabana with

full bath! Hardwood floors.........58349 750

1o schedule a private showing on this home or others,
call Scott Wendland at 713/528-1800 or (cell) 713/320-9470.

3730 Kirby Drive, Suite 300
Houston. Texas 77098

Office: (713) 528-1300

Fax: (713) 520-2253
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e ROAD TRIP TO SAN ANTONIO

A report from a member of the Wicks’s wedding party...
or, if marriage is an institution, maybe we should all be committed

by D.L. Murphy

HANK YOU

for voting

suzanne.anderson
PROPERTIES

Most Supportive Business
in the Community

-OutSmart Magazine, 2000

Favorite REALTOR"

-OutSmart Magazine, 2000

13.529.848 |

239 Westheimer
Houston, TX 77006

1-800-529-9461

eb, will you give me
away at my wedding?
This simple question led

to yet another of the Bad Girls’
famous read trips. Don’t know
the Bad Girls? Let me introduce
us. I'm Billie Sioux Wallace, my
partner is Bunny Soo LaSalle
(her Canadian mother used to
serve rabbit for Easter dinner),
and my good friend and neigh-
bor is Georgia Sue Sherman (a
true Southern lady). We decided
to recruit a new member for
this trip. So, we put her
through our secret formula for
road trip names and, ladies and
gentlemen, meet our newest

Asove Top; Christie Littleton (center) poses with the happy couple, Jessica (left) and
Rebin Wicks.
Asove Borrom: The Road Sisters on a rampage—Georgia Sue [left), Billie Sioux [cen-
ter), and Bunnie Soo.

addition, Tommy Su Park.
Tommy Su was immediately
dubbed Mu Su Park, or Take
Out for short.

Now every road trip needs a
destination. Ours is the Wicks's
wedding in San Antonio. If you
haven't heard of this wedding,
you've been living in the Land
of the Mole People. As a result

of the Liattleton decision, two
lesbians are getting legally
married. (Editor’s note: When a
San Antonio area court declared
void the marriage of trans-
woman Christie Littleton and
her husband, her lawyer Phyllis
Frye decided that this was a
bad situation that she could
take delicious advantage of, and
urged all gay couples in which
one partner is transsexual to
get legally hitched. Jessica and
Robin Wicks are the first to
take advantage of this Texas

ding experience. Bunny Soo
spent 12,000 1972 U.S. dollars
on a true Italian wedding,
while Georgia Sue was married
a little less than a year ago. I
actually put on a f-—ing dress
to be the maid of honor at
Georgia Sue's wedding; post-
traumatic stress disorder
makes it impossible for me to
even consider looking at the
wedding photos.

The day of the wedding
dawns. We all leap into the car
for the trip to San Antonio.

Not only am | thrilled to be giving
one of the brides away, | am racking
up major bonus points in the dyke

loophole.) Anyway, not only am
[ thrilled to be giving one of the
brides away, I am racking up
major bonus points in the dyke
daddy ranking system.

My partner, Bunny Soo, is
to be one of the matrons of
honor. Georgia Sue is doing the
flowers. Both Bunny Soo and
Georgia Sue have major wed-

daddy ranking system.

Only one little problem,
there is no room in the car,
We have ourselves (all suf-
fering from middle-aged
spread), our clothes, buck-
ets and buckets and buck-
ets of cut flowers (we're one
wreck short of an instant
roadside shrine), and all of
the stuff needed for prepar-
ing and displaying these
flowers. There 15 so much
stuff in this car that you
could measure the time it
takes us to get from 0 to 60
using a calendar.

We arrive in San Anto-
nio, check into the motel,
and start getting ready for
the big event Flower prepa-
ration begins. Georgia Sue
has spent the entire trip
wiring roses and she still isn't
done (told vou we had a lot of
flowers). So flowers get wired
talthough at this point theyv are
way less wired than we are),
flowers get taped, flowers get
trimmed, flowers get arranged,
boutonnieres get made, bou-
quets get made, bouquets get
decorated. Great, except now

OutSmart OCTORER 2000 11




HOUSTON... Home of the multiple-Championship-winning Rockets
HOUSTON... Home of the history-making Comets
HOUSTON... Home of the All-Star Astros
HOUSTON... Home of the new NFL expansion team

HOUSTON...PLEASE WELCOME YOUR
WOMEN'S PRQ FOOTBALL TEAM

ENERGY
Catch the Energy - The Houston Energy @

Order Season Tickets Now!! Seating $90/Season

Houston Energy * 3002 Maple Grove * Houston, Texas 77092 « 713-683-0129
E-mail: houstonenergy@ev1.net Website: www.houstonenergyfootball.com

The People Who Care

MERCURY ISUZU* LINCOLN

Offering you MEGA SELECTION of new and used vehicles at
LOW PRICES and QUALITY CERTIFIED.
2nd Chance financing is available to
help you reestablish your credit.

Collie Stoneham
281-955-4248

l-snu-i‘.--']'i\'-‘m~ | -.'.? @

LINCOLN ¢ MERCURY e ISUZU

19630 Northwest Freeway (Highway 290/ FM 1960)

Mon.-Thurs. % am-9 pm Fri. and Sat. 9 am-8 pm
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e+ Bristol-Myers Squibb Company ‘

One small capsule twice a day
with or without food

Powerful enough in
combination therapy to

im

SAFETY INFORMATION:
There have been cases of acid
buildup in the blood and enlarged
liver, including fatal cases. Fatal
and non-fatal pancreatitis has
occurred when ZERIT was part
of a combination regimen that
included didanosine, with or
without hydroxyurea.

ZERIT may cause numbness,
tingling or pain in the hands or feet
(neuropathy). This risk is increased
in patients with advanced HIV dis-
ease or a history of neuropathy. If
this occurs, your doctor may
suggest lowering the dose or stop
ping ZERIT to improve symptoms.
Patients treated with ZERIT in
combination with other medicines
that may cause similar side
effects may have a higher chance
of developing these side effects.
The most frequent side effects are
nausea, diarrhea, headache, rash
and neuropathy. ZERIT does not
cure HIV infection or prevent pass-
ing HIV to others, ZERIT, in conmr
bination with other antiretroviral
agents, Is indicated for the treat
ment of HIV-1 infection.
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WARNING

LACTIC ACIDOSIS AND SEVERE HEPATOMEGALY WITH STEATO-
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NATION, INCLUDING STAVUDINE AND OTHER ANTIRETROVIRALS
(SEE WARNINGS).

INDICATIONS AND USAGE
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VATICAN ARTICLE
SUGGESTS CONDOMS MIGHT
BE OK TO BATTLE AIDS

ROME—An April 19 article in
L'Osser

itore Romano, the official paper of
the Vatican, that almost went unnoticed, sug
gests that use of condoms may be the “lesser
evil” in battling the AIDS epidemic

The .11'1:|'|l'. by Monsignor

Suaudeau of the P«

] acques
mtifical Council for the
e Chu

oppesition to birth control, but goes on to sug-

s historic

Family, upholds the Cath

gest that condoms are “one of the ways to con-
1l transmission of HIV/AIDS,”
As a senior Vatican official, Suaudeau's

tain the ses

article is believed to reflect at least a willing-

ness to consider some modifications in its op-

pogition to birth eontrel.

CLINTON TO CAMPAIGN IN
LESBIAN’S CONGRESSIONAL
ELECTION BID

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The Gay & Les-
bian Victory Fund says Bill Clinton will help
campaign for Gerrie Schipske, a lesbian
Demoeratic nominee who is campaigning for

a congressional seat in Southern California

against incumbent Rep. Steve Horn.

“President Clinton’s decision to campaign
for Gerrie Schipske is but the latest sign that
her race has become very competitive,” said
Brian Bond of the Vietory Fund

Clinton will be the featured guest at an
Oct. 16 fundraising luncheon for Schipske in
Long Beach, Calif

COURT UPHOLDS SCHOOLS’
RIGHT TO LIMIT TEACHER’S
ANTIGAY MATERIAL

SAN FRANCISCO—A three-judge
panel of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals has unanimously ruled that the Los
Angeles U
late the free speech rights of teacher Rob-

nified School Distriet didn't vio-

ert Downs when it ordered him to remove
an antigay bulletin board he had put up
during a district observation of gay and
leshian awareness month.

The court upheld a lower court ruling
that tossed out Downs’ suit, saying that
schools can decide not to talk about gay and
lesbian tolerance in general, but that it
could also "advocate such tolerance if it go

desires, and restrict the contrary speech of
one of its representatives.” Downs vowed to
appeal the decision

NETHERLANDS OKS
SAME-SEX MARRIAGES

AMSTERDAM—The Dutch parliament
sure that

has overwhelmingly approved a mea

gives same-sex marriages the same |

standing that married male-female couples

currently enjoy in the country.

The parliament voted 107-33 for the leg
islation as seores of people packed the public
gallery, where cheers erupted as the vote
tally was announced. Even several lawmak-
joined in ecelebrating, thumping their
desks as gays and lesbians applauded.

A companion bill the lawmakers also ap-
proved gives married gay and lesbian eouples
wider adoption rights in the country as well,
often a stumbling block in legislation con-

cerning same-gex couples.

Backers of the new legislation say it
gives same-sex couples stronger relationship
rights than anywhere else in Europe. Boris
Dittrich, a member of parliament who

backed the measure, said the new law “ac-

Tony Miketinac, Mgr.
Direct: (713) 270-3968
Fax: (713) 270-3904

tmiketinac@mccallgroup.com
10% of my sales go to A.FH Stone Soup.

@ TOYOTA
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Call me directly for the best personal deal!

Sterling McCall

9400 Southwest Freeway
Houston, TX 77074
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knowledges that a person's sex is
not of importance for marriage.”

The new law will go into ef-
fect early next year. The Nether-
lands already had ene of the
most sweeping domestic partner
laws in Europe, but the new
measure essentially eztablishes a
“legal parity” between married
gays and leshians and their oppo-
site-sex counterparts

While churches are not re-
gquired to officiate at same-sex
marriages under the new law,
gay and lesbian couples can have
their marriage ceremonies per-
formed at town halls throughout
the nation. Ending their mar
riages will also fall under the
same divorce courts that hetero-
sexuals currently use in Holland.

Denmark legalized same-sex
marriages in 1989, but the
Danes added limitations on the
adoption rights of gay and les-
bian married couples that the
Dutch have eliminated in the
new legislation

SOUTHWEST
AIRLINES ADDS
PARTNER BENEFITS

NEW YORK— Southwest Air-
lines in Dallas, Universal Orlando,
and Dow Jones & Company have
all announced the addition of do
mestic partner health insurance
benefits programs. The programs
all cover same-sex and opposite-
sex f._'nl[[lh':—'

Southwest Airlines becomes
the fourth air carrier in the U.S. to
offer the benefit program. Ironi-
cally, Southwest extended its
anti-bias protections to prohibit
workplace harassment and dis-
crimination based on sexual orien-
tation in January after the
Transport Workers Union to the
carrier some workers at the com
pany complained about even dis-
cussing domestic partner benefits.

Union officials said the tone
of discussions about benefits
“shows the ingrained homopho

bia at Southwest Airlines™ when

=
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it asked the airline to expand its work-
place protections.
Universal Orlando, operators of Univer

sal Studie’s theme park in Florida, has an

nounced it is extending domestic partner

benefits to same-sex and -'1[!FJ\'J.‘¢'5.1['-.~,LI,')\'_ em-
ployees. The theme park operators said the
benefits package will be in place Oct. 1 and
will be available to any of its qualified 11,800
workers in the area

Dow Jones publishes the Wall Street
Journal along with other financial publi-
cations and the Dow Jones News Re-

trieval Service.

UNITED WAYS
CAUTIOUS IN BOY SCOUT
FUNDING DECISIONS

SEATTLE—United Ways around the
country continue cautiously deciding what to
do about funding the Boy Scouts of America
following a Supreme Court decision earlier
this year that ruled the youth group can in
fact exclude homosexuals

In Seattle, the United Way of King
County is tip-toeing around the issue and

says it will only fund scouting programs that

don't discriminate based on sexual orienta-
tion, which is the philanthropie agency’s own
poelicy as well. The agency has allocated some
$442 000 for the Seouts, but is holding that
money until the local scouting council signs a
new contract with United Way that, among
other things, will assure that its funds won't
support programs that diseriminate

3ut United Way officials said they are
looking for ways to continue funding scouting
programs that don’t discriminate even
though the local scouting council says it will
follow the national BSA policy of expelling
anvone it learns is gay

But in Southeastern Pennsylvania, the
United Way says it has no intention of cutting
off or even redirecting its approximately
$200,000 annual contribution to loeal Seout
councils in the area. A United Way official
there said, “Our position, plain and simple, is
that we require our agencies to be in compli
ance with the law, and the Scouts are in com
plianece with the law.”

Officials at the national United Way of
America in Alexandria, Va., have said only
a few of the 1,400 United Ways around the
country have cut off funding to the Boy

Scouts, including three agencies that cut
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off funds before the Supreme Court deci-
sion. Since then, national United Way offi-
cialg said they knew of only two others
that have dropped funding for the Scouts
one in Providence, R.1., and another in Fall
River, Mass.

Nationally, United Ways provide about

$83.7 million in funds to the Boy Scouts.

COURT BATTLE OVER
HYPHENATED NAME WITH
LESBIAN PARTNER

NEWARK, N.d.

encountered such bhias in a court ruling,

Saying it had never

the ACLU has appealed a decision by state
Superior Court Judge Anthony luliani de-
nying a petition by Jill Bacharach to hy-
phenate her last name with that of her
lesbian partner’s.

[uliani rejected the application, saying it
might look like the two women were married.
He told Bacharach that if she wanted to
marry her partner she should go to Vermont,
which recognizes same-sex unions

Legal authorities say they know of no
other instance where a court refused a simi-

lar name-change case. =
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CONVENIENT,
PERSONAL CARE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, HEATHER!
COMES TO HOUSTON!

by Leslea Newman

Come in and see the difference

individual care can make to you.

Editor’s Note: Last year, a group of library patrons in Wichita
Falls, Texas, got a city ordinance passed that allowed them to move the
children’s bo

ks Heather Has Two Mommies and Daddy’'s Roommate

turned to their proper place, so that the children of Wichita Falls can
read them, and—uwe hope—grow up to be more loving and enlightened

than some of their parents

to the adult section of the library. In celebration both of this victory, and of the 10th anniversary

PROCARE 1_5 _dEdlc_aTEd to helping you manage all But this September, a federal court judge told them that their man- | of Heather Has Two Mommies, we present the following reverie by
aspects of lwmg with HIV/AIDS- CDHVEI"‘II&H‘EIY. handling of free speech is unconstitutional. Both books have been re- the author.
comfortably and confidentially. You'll find us at
912 Westheimer, where you can expect: .
o, tell our studio audience and the foot pole” to “What are you, nuts?” When the  lost his job because he supported Heather’s in

* HIV/AIDS medications, always in stock.
* Pharmacist experts in HIV/AIDS medications.

viewers at home some of the most in  book had been to every publishing house I could  clusion. 1 watched the town of Fayetteville,
teresting things that have happened  think of, I remembered two things: the fiery North Carolina, divide itself over the question

* A complete line of wellness items including since Heather Has Two Mommies was pub-  eyes of the leshian mother who had planted the  of whether or not Heather should remain in the
vitamins, nutritionals, herbals and honﬁeopd'f_hy. lished 10 years ago,” says the Oprah of my idea in my head, and the words of my beloved, public library. Some citizens felt it was their
* Private counseling areas. fantasy life who has chosen the special 10-  stubborn grandmother: “Just because they say  duty to defend freedom of expression. Others

* Acceptance of and assistance with year anniversary edition of Heather for her  no to me. you think I'm finished?” felt it was their duty to defend freedom to ex-

insurance plans.

newest reading club selection. There had to be a way. And there was. A press homophobia. When the controversy be-

“Well, Oprah.” I lean back in my chair, friend of mine, Tzivia Gover who was a new  came a ballot issue, the latter group ran an ad

* Free Delivery.
* Convenient hours.

crossing my legs at the ankle and keeping my lesbian mom, had just started a desktop pub-  in the local newspaper that said, “Cumberland

You FOUND A HOUSE BIG ENOUGH FOR THE TWO OF YOU.
TOO BAD YOUR INSURANCE POLICY ONLY COVERS ONE.

At Chubb, our palicies have plenty of room for both of your names-Se; you i

and your partner can share the peace of mind that comes with knowing
you're both covered. And if your house is domaged, you'll not only be able
to repair your home but rebuild it right down to the finesBdetails. Also
when it comes to insuring your art and antiques, you can expect no less.
Mo other insurance company offers as many options for comprehensive
coverage. Mo cther insurance company is like Chubb. To learn more, call
the agent listed below or log onto www.chubb.com.

COVERAGE BEYOMND YOUR EXPECTATIONS
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912 Westheimer
Houston, TX 77006
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Experience Pro-Care - where you'll see the
difference individual care can make to you.

fax: 713-807-7402
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Sat. 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

closed Sunday

= 8PROCARE

M A C Y

2000 CV% PredCare

an;
Bruce Marshall, Pharmacist in-charge; Simon Wellner, Staff Pharmacist.

best side to the camera. “There was the time

Representative Robert Smith read portions of

the book to the entire United States Senate,
though no milk and cookies were served.
There was the time a man took the book off a
publie library shelf, went into the bathroom,
and defecated on it. There were many in-
stances when [ was acecused of writing a book

that taught first graders the ins and outs of

sodomy, no pun intended. And there was that
nasty mo promo homo' bill which, if approved,
would make reading Heather Has Two
Mommies to a child without parental permis-
sion a felony.” (Luckily the bill never passed.)

As we cut to a commercial and the studio
audience in my mind ponders what I have
just said, I can’t help but think what a long,
strange trip it's been.

The idea for writing Heather Has Two
Mommies cannot be credited solely to me. In
1988, T was strolling along Main Street in
downtown Northampton, Massachusetts (af-
fectionately known as Lesbianville, USA)
when a dyke | knew approached me, “Listen,”
she said, “somebody needs to write a book I
can read to my kid about a family like ours: a
family with two moms and a daughter.” She
looked me right in the eye and 1 swallowed
hard. This was not a lesbian who would take
no for an answer (il takes one to know one].
So I went home, started writing, and came up
with little Heather, who has two elbows, two
earlobes, two kneecaps, and two mommies,

When the book was finished, I sent it out to
publishers. Editors’ reactions varied from,
“Great idea, but I wouldn't fouch it with a 10-

lishing business. We decided to publish the

book purselves. Through the lesbian grape-

Reactions varied from
“Great idea, but | wouldn’t
touch it with a 10-foot pole”
to “What are you, nuts?”

vine we found a friend of a friend of a friend
who was an illustrator. We sent out
fundraising letters and raised $4,000 mostly
in 10-dollar donations. We found a printer
and a distributor and before you could say
“turkey baster,” a truck pulled up to my
driveway, and 40 cartons of 100 books each
were unloaded into my living room. Six

months later, Sasha Alyson, the publisher of

Daddy’'s Roommate, called. He had seen
Heather in a bookstore and thought we
should join forces. After conferring with my
business partner, I had a better idea. “Why
don’t you take over?” I asked Sasha. “That
way, vou can be Heather's publisher, and 1
can have my living room back.”

Soon after Heather became an Alyson Pub-
lications title, the book started hitting the
news. Some people were ecstatic and called me
an “honorary lesbian mother,” Other people,
lesg-than-thrilled. called me “America’s most
dangerous writer.” From that day forth, the
phrase “the pen is mightier than the sword”
took on a whole new meaning. [ watched in fas-
cination as Heather was included in New York
City’s Rainbow Curriculum and then in horror
as Chancellor of Education Joseph Fernandez

County Library takes the lead in pursuit of le
gitimizing homosexuality. Can prostitution,
bestiality, or incest be far behind?”

My response to all this brouhaha is one
big fat oy. I never intended or expected to
cause such a fuss. [ just wanted to give the
dyke on the street a warm fuzzy bedtime
story she could read to her daughter

The commercial break is over and we're
back on the air, only my fantasy has changed
and now I'm sitting next to Rosie, that cham-
pion of children’s literature. Rosie welcomes
me warmly and then tells everyone in the
audience they are going home with a free
copy of Heather Has Two Mommies. There is
a wild burst of applause. Then Rosie asks me
how kids have responded to the book. [ show
her a photo of a little girl grinning proudly
and wearing a homemade T-shirt that says,
“Heather Has Two Mommies....and so do [!"

Rosie motions for the cameras to move in,
and a close-up of the little girl's photo is
flashed across the sereen of every television
set in America. Again the studio audience
bursts into wild applause. The show ends
with Rosie and her audience singing an en-
thusiastic, off-key rendition of “Happy Birth-
day to You" in honor of Heather turning 10
and 1 am presented with a cake even higger
than Ellen DeGeneres’ coming out confection.
Hey, I can dream, can't I? Il

Leslea Newman is the author, most recently,
of Girls Will Be Girls, a novella and short
stories for adults. Visit her website at
www.lesleanewman.com.
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Business News

How do small companies compete with the giant ones and win big? A
group of inner-loop specialists led by Realtor Karen Derr has been able
to stay ahead of the curve through innovation,
quality service, and, especially, the Internet.
As a rash of e-real estate brokers came on
the Houston scene this year, Karen Derr
and Associates Realtors celebrated their
fifth anniversary on the web. In fact, on July 1,
1995, this local real estate agency was the first
in Houston to go online with pictures of real

estate listings. Today their domains rival the
sites of much larger firms. KarenDerr.com’s
traffic and position on many search engines
has catapulted the smaller firm into the cov-
eted world of corporate relocations by ap-

Karen Derr

pealing directly to relocating executives

Two offices of 20 agents are available to assist homebuyers locate real
estate or help market their current one. Karen Derr Realtors can be
reached at 713/862-1600. What's new on the worldwide horizon for
Karen Derr? A new Internet site of course: www.PeopleLovePorches.com.
“It's true,” Karen says. "People do love porches."”

After a 15-year residency in the Galleria area, attorney James S.
Woalker has relocated his law offices to 1924 Portsmouth in the
Montrose area. Walker has served the Houston community for almost

Holy Union
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[ briefly
considered
otfering rude
impersonal
service.

But, others
were already

doing that.

Personal service is what sets me apan
from many in the real estate business
When vou call 713-526-6066 you talk
to me—1I learn what vour real estate
needs are and go to work for you,
Give me a call.

=

L] ]
BLAKE HILLEGEIST
REAL ESTATE

A BOUTIGQGUE FIRM

713-526-6066

2813 MNewman, Houston Texos 77098
Fax: 713-526-4097 E-mail: hillbth@asl.com
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SUITE 1030 =
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Galleria III
5175 Westheimer, Ste. 2350
Houston, TX 77056
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Singles and
Couples
Relationship
Workshops

REGISTER
NOW!

Gay & Lesbian Couples
Sept 30-Oct 1

' ﬂd;ﬁcher.
: __Tré,«’ = b

~

-

B | Gay& Lesbian -S_i_n'g_;_l_fr
& [ “%0ct.7-8
Sing'l'e“G'é;ﬂiv-len
Oct 14-15

Gay & Lesbian Couples
*Nov 11-12
Nov 18-19

*SEATS FILLED
Seating is limited.

( ;!* Tonv Carroll  Psychotherapy. Counseling, and Workshops for individuals and couples
LMSW-ACP 1006 Missouri 8t. 713.527.0000 houstonTherapist.com

Be siire to register
= early at
| HoustonTherapist.com

L
dh

two decades, handling personal injury claims, criminal law cases, as well
other branches of legal expertise.

Walker has been a steadfast supporter of the gay community through
his involvement in numerous charities, fundraisers, and community-
planning groups. Walker is looking forward to continuing his involvement
in the community at his new Montrose location. He can be reached at 713/
552-1117 or 800/732-2934. For more information on Walker’s services
visit his website at www.WalkerTexasLawyer.com.

Early Ocrober will mark the opening of Montrose's newest icehouse,
Chulo's, conveniently located at 502 Elgin, corner of the Brazos/59 off-
ramp exchange. The establishment will feature an inviting atmosphere
and a rooftop view of downtown. Long-time community member David
Melina is the general manager.

The Fifth Annual Common Ground Co-ed Softball Tourna-
ment, which will be held on October 14 at Memorial Park Fields 4 and
5, will benefit Camp Hope, a camp for HIV-positive children. Please come
show your support. If you are interested in participating or volunteering,
please call 713/957-5192

The month of October is officially “Listen to Your Inner Critic
Month.” According to Dr. Joyce M. Gayles, clinical psychologist,
success coach, and founder of the month-long experimental event, “This
manth is set aside to explore and learn ways to overcome the negativity
of self-criticism.”

Self-criticism is rampant in Western culture, according to Dr. Gayles,
and affects all facets of life—from your sense of competence as a boss to
your trust in yourself as a lover. It dampens creartivity, affects corporate
productivity, interferes with effective communication between people,
and can lead to physical and emotional exhaustion and depression

Dr. Gayles will be speaking to business and professional groups on the
topic of mastering your self-critical voice through a four-hour workshop
on October 21. For a free handout on transforming your inner critic and
a workshop schedule, send a SASE to: Transfarmation¥Works, ATTN: IC
Handout, 5909 West Loop South, Suite 620, Bellaire, TX 77401, or
request by e-mail to Transworks@aol.com. 713/667-1745. For more
info, look at her website at www.Transformationworks. com. Il

robert
% snellgrove

Imsw-acp

counselor
chotherapist

713-522-7014

4200 MONTROSE-SUITE 540

PUFESS AL ﬂﬁﬁllliﬂﬂ_:i

'5,?;/ THOM LOCH, RMT

RN Jorir stress
with a Swedish

Enod Gray
LMSW-ACP, C.Ht.

Counselor
Psychotherapist

713-522-7014

4200 Montraose Blvd., Suite 540

Houston, TX 77006

WANTED:

Hard questions
Honest curiousity
Open conversation

JEWISH, ALIVE & AMERICAN

I0-week seminar program exploring praver, Jewish history,

life cvele events and holidavs. Open to Jews, non-jews
and couples with mixed religious backgrounds.

at thelewish Community Center Library
beginning Monday, Oct. 23 at 7:30 pm.
FREE INTRODUCTORY SESSION OCT. 23.
Limited enrollment. Reserve your space.
Tuition: $85 includes Student Resource Book.
Call 713/728-5050

Sponsored by the Houston Reconstructionist Havurah.
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LeftOut

by Daryl Moore

40 MORE YEARS IN THE CLOSET?

You may be voting for president, but it’s the Supreme Court that really matters

n November 7, gays and lesbians will

help decide who will be the next

president of the United States of

America. Of course, this decision is an im-
portant one, The reason our decision is so
important 18 not what our next president
will do about social security, the budget sur-
plus, or education. It's not even ahout who
would be more gay-friendly, who would sup-
port hate-crimes legislation, or who might
lift the ban on gays and lesbians serving
openly in the U.S. military. While impor-
tant, each of these issues—if handled
badly—could be remedied by the next presi-
dent and Congress.

Our decision 18 i1|r|1|rr1,‘Jn! because the
next president we elect will decide who will
serve on the United States Supreme Court for
the next 20 fo 40 years. And the question is:
How many appointments to the United
States Supreme Court will the next president
of the United States get?

Justice John Paul Stevens 18 8(0) years old;
Justice Sandra Day O'Connor 15 70; and Jus-
tice Ruth Bader Ginsburg is 87. Justice
O'Connor has had breast cancer. Justice
Ginshurg was treated for colon cancer just
last year. In other words, four years from
now, one or more of these individuals will
likely be gone

Two of the three (Stevens and Ginsburg)
have ruled favorably on issues that affect
gays and leshians. The other (O'Conner) has
been a swing vote, supporting gay and les-
bian rights at some times, but not others. To
consider the impact of any of these individu-
als’ leaving, we need only consider two recent
decisions: Boy Scouts of America v. Dale; and
Romer v. Evans.

In Boy Scouts v. Dale, a majority of

the Supreme Court held that the Boy
Scouts could exclude homosexuals from
serving as scout leaders. This was a 5-4
decision. If O'Connor had voted differ-

ently, the Boy Scouts of America would
be a little more diverse

In Romer v. Evans, a majority of the Su-
Court held
Colorado’s “Amendment 2,”

preme unconstitutional
which invali-
dated any legislative, executive, or judicial
action designed to protect gays or leshians
from diserimination. This was a 6-3 deci-
sion. If Stevens and Ginsburg had not been
there, states might now be free to ban non-
diserimination laws.

So when we step into the last American
closet—the voting booth—we need to remem-
ber that during the next
Writing from the liberal
end of the spectrum, Hous-
ton attorney Daryl Maore
has a general practice and
ig board-certified n ecivil
appellate law. He can be
reached at DarviMoore@
outsmartmagazine.com.

Come Young And Otd,
Come One, Come All
To Resurrection MCC’s
All Hallowed Hall!

Tuesday, October 31 #
6:30 - 8:45 pm

There will be music, food,
activities and fun for all!
Free and open to
the community!

Sponsared by the Children & Youth Ministry
Resurrection MCC
2025 W, 11th St. at TC Jester

TODAY’S VISION
RIVER OAKS
The One To See

It’s been said that eyes are the window to the soul.

-,

We do windows.

LASIK VISION CORRECTION

Laser Vision Correction for Nears
Farsightedness. and Astigmatism. Starting at $999 per eye.=
[ ‘ Most cases managed through Laser Eve Institute |
BRUCE D. KRUTSINGER, O.D., EA.A.O.
THERAPEUTIC OPTOMETRIST
| 1426 West Gray Next to Café Express)

(713)861-9149 | 71 3 64 0'2 02 0

1ehtedness. '
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HOW COULD THEY?

OutRight

by Dale Carpenter

Explaining the Log Cabin Republicans’ endorsement of Bush

ow could they? The Log Cabin Re-

publicans’ (LCR) endorsement of

George Bush has drawn criticism
from Fire Island to the Castro. Gay paolitical
groups, notably the Human Rights Campaign
(HRC), blasted LCR. The critics not only dis-
agreed with the endorsement but seemed
dumbfounded by it. Yet even if Gore is ohjec-
tively the better choice for gays, the endorse-
ment of Bush advances gay equality,

There are three possible explanations for
the endorsement. The first is the ignorance
theory: Gay Republicans must be unaware of
the eandidates’ differences. This theory re-
minds everyone that Bush supports antigay
sodomy laws, opposes allowing openly gay
people to serve in the military, and opposes
gay adoptions. On each of these issues and
others, Gore takes the better position.

So, in a press release, HRC instructed gay
Republicans to compare the candidates’
records. If gay Republicans would just famil-

iarize themselves with the facts, the argu-
ment goes, they wouldn't support Bush.

The problem with the ignorance theory is
that its assumption is wrong. Some gay Re-
publicans are undoubtedly oblivious to the
candidates’ stands on gay issues. But that is
certainly not true of the hundred-plus activists
from across the country who overwhelmingly
backed the endorsement (the vote was 109-2).

It's safe to say no one knows better the
GOP’s antigay record than gay Republicans
do. They know it because they work day-hy-
day within the party. And they know it be-
cause if a Republican so much as sneezes
within the vicinity of a gay person, they hear
about it from other gay groups. Whatever else
they are, gay Republicans are not ignorant.

The second explanation of the endorse-
ment is the selfishness theory: Gay Republi-
cans know Bush'’s record is worse but support
him because they put their individual inter-
ests ahead of the interests of gays as a group.

This theory holds that gay Republicans tend
to be professional and wealthier than most
people. By backing Bush, they support a can-
didate who will tax them less and will spend
less on social welfare programs that don't di-
rectly benefit them. It's a charge any gay Re-
publican has heard many times: You're
willing to trade your civil rights for a tax eut,
The selfishness theory probably explains
support for Bush among a few gay Republi-
cans. Mark this irony, however. A similar
theory explains the fervor of at least some gay
Democrats for Gore. Their enthusiasm —
Writing from the conservative
end of the spectrum, Dale Car-
penter was president of Texas
Log Cabin Republicans from
1995-98. A law professor and
[former Houston resident, Dale
has won three Vice Versa
awards for excellence in gay
writing. Now living in Minne-
apolis, he can be reached at
OutRight@aol.com

Fred Haas Toyota World is your
friend in the car business!

"Our Goal Is To Beat Any Deal By $1000"

FrepHaas

& TOYOTA WORLD
email: fredhaasfieetl@email.com

20400 1-43 North [2 exits North of Louetta)

281-237-7000

Jimmy Jones
Fieet Director

[281) 296-53352
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four years, one to three new justices ap-
pointed by our next president might be asked
to consider one or all of the following: (1)
whether the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA)

violates the Full Faith and Credit Clause of

the United States Constitution; (2) whether
the “Don’t Ask, Don't Tell” policy of the U.S.
military vialates the First Amendment guar-
antee of freedom of speech; and (3) whether a
leshian can be denied custody of her child
solely because of her sexual orientation.

We can all argue about whether Gore or
Bush will do a better job with the economy,
foreign affairs, and social security. But when
it comes to whether Gore or Bush is more
likely to appoint judges to the Supreme Court
who believe that the Equal Protection Clause
of the Fourteenth Amendment guarantees
protection for all—not just all heterosexu-
als—there is no real debate.

Why? Because Gore has expressly stated
that he supports the Employment Non-Dis-
erimination Act (ENDA). He's spoken at the
Human Rights Campaign dinner in Washing-
ton. He opposes the “don't ask, don't tell”
policy and supports lifting the ban on gays
and lesbhians in the military entirely. And, he
supports hate-crimes legislation that in-

WELLS HOME

FARGO MORTGAGE

Specializing in
Serving Our

| SAVE °300 |

mmmsnn

i residential mortgage loans. i
Good thru 10-31-00

L - - . S . S — ‘

Larry Broughton

“oy,

& AT
Home Mortgage
Consultant

touston, e 7rot0 | 713-654-3085
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eludes the term “sexual orientation.” Does
anyone really wonder whether he will ap-
point judges who believe that gays and leshi-
ans deserve constitutional protection from
discrimination, just like women and racial
minorities have?

On the other hand, Bush has promised
that he will not use any litmus test (i.e.,
abortion) when considering judicial appoint-
ments. He's also said, however, that he
would nominate only “strict construction-
ists,” like Justices Antonin Scalia and
Clarence Thomas. These two have consis-
tently voted against civil rights protections
for gays and lesbians. And, 1t was the “strict
constructionists” in Bowers v. Hardwick that
held “there is no fundamental right to en-
gage in deviant (i.e., homosexual) sexual
behavior” when they upheld the constitu-
tionality of Georgia's sodomy statute,

If Stevens, Ginsburg, or even (’Connor
retires during the next four years, we cannot
afford to allow “President Bush” to appoint
another Clarence Thomas, who is now only
52 years old and who might remain on the
court for the next quarter century. We cannot
afford another Antonin Scalia, who with two
new Bush appointees, would not be an angry
voice of dissent on a moderate court, but the
loud voice of a majority unafraid to pronounce
that gays and lesbians are “deviants” unwor-
thy of constitutional protection,

This election is about more than the
economy, prescription drugs, and education.
This election is about who will pick the judges
that decide whether it will be a better
America for all, or a better America for all but
gays and lesbiang. So when you step into the
last American closet on Tuesday, November 7,
don’t just think about the next four years.
Think about the next 40. W

ﬂutnlght
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15 a product of their other personal commit-
ments (like support for abortion rights or
affirmative action) rather than their faith
that Gore will actually accomplish some-
thing for gays.

But the selfishness theory can’t explain
the activism of most gay Republicans. If eco-
nomic self-interest is gay Republicans’ chiefl
cause, LCR is an odd vehicle to promote it.
There are plenty of conservative groups that
far more directly and effectively press an eco-
nomic agenda, LCR, as an organization,
spends little time on tax cuts but lots of time
on gay 1ssues.

The third explanation is the strategic
theory: Gay Republicans know Bush's record
18 worse than Gore's, and aren’t just acting on

their selfish interests, but endorsed Bush
hecause it helps the cause of gay equality
more in the long run. Under this theory, back-
ing Bush makes sense even if he's inferior on
gay issues.

Such strategic behavior—sacrificing
short-term principle to long-term interest—is
common among gay political organizations.

Consider HRC’s own early endorsement of

Gore over Bill Bradley, his Demoecratic pri-
mary opponent. Weighing just the issues,
which is what erifies of LCR's L[]diH'Hi'T!]L'H'.
claim to do, Bradley was probably better than
Gore. But HRC's early endorsement never-
theless made strategic sense because Bradley
was a sure loser by that point and Gore would
likely reward his early friends.

But how could endarsing an inferior can-
didate help us reach equality? If gay Repub-
lican activism is good for anything, it's the
assistance it gives the broader gay civil rights
movement by working within the GOP for
change. Gay Republicans cannot work within
the party if they forever position themselves
outside it. That means they must publicly
reward Republican candidates who show tan-
gible signs of progress.

There is justifiable skepticism in gay po-

litical eireles about whether Bush’s talk of

tolerance is more cosmetic than substantive.
But there is no doubt within the GOP, LCR’s
target audience, about the significance of
Bush’s moves toward gays. He not only met
with gay Republicans, setting a precedent
for GOP candidates around the country, but
declined to meet some antigay preachers
who subsequently demanded an audience
with him. He made a modest attempt to
strip antigay language from the party plat-
form. And for the first time ever an openly
gay person spoke to a Republican National
Convention. It was enough to send some
true-blue Republican delegates into parox-
ysms of prayer.

Snubbing Bush after he made those con-
troversial positive moves would have been a
strategic mistake. If LCR had refused to en-
dorse Bush, many Republican stalwarts
would have concluded that courting gays is a
waste of time

The alternative endorsement standard
suggested by LCR’s critics—that the group
should not endorse unless the GOP candidate
is as good ag his opponent—is impractical
Under that approach, by the time LCR en-
dorsed a Republican the goal (equality) would
have been accomplished.

The fundamental challenge for every orga-
nization is to figure out how to achieve its ends.
LCR wants both parties competing for gay
votes, something they don't do now. Endors-
ing Bush helps us get from here to there. B
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Two Names You can ’
Coldwell Banker &

MAKING RI-.A[,E. A’l‘l: Rwu E,wr'

1505 HEIGHTS BLVD. » HOUSTON, TEXAS 77008
?13 869.0456 - 281.236.5475 CELL - GO2BARBARY@AOL.COM

Each (iffice ks independently
Owned And Operated.

Free Community Forums/Taller @wﬁc)

NEW ADVANCES IN THE TREATMENT OF HIV
VIVA LA VIDA-Ulhmoes Avances Fara el VIH
October 25 t.gih program

Doubletree Post Oak Hotel | 2001 Post ﬂuk Bivd. | 6:30~10 pm
Dinner will be served and music ofter the seminar.
Speakers: Tony Mills, M.D.,

Leading physician from Los Angeles,

Mr. International Leather 1998, Long-term
Survivor and Sean P. Crawford, Certified

Personal Trainer, New York
For more info, call Dianne at 713.524.2374

O.’/‘h}b',@ 24 Programa en Espafiol

Doubletree Post Oak Hotel | 2001 Post Oak Blvd. | 6:30~10 pm
(ena sera servida y musico.

Presentadores: Dr. Octavio Vallejo,
) Universidad de California, Los Angeles
Ryan i sobreviviente de largo plazo
White AL ) Nelson Vergel, Body Positive

Abbott Labs l:k:,':,l:ﬂf Para mayor info, llame 713.520.6630

Program for Wallness Restoration

- L —
WELLNESES CENTER

www.bodypositivehouston.org
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"Building Bridge

aption at the new Borders Books. Ac-

noiety types,

5 »ngd Tor social
jzing & networking. Borders will serve
http:// refreshments, 7-9 pm (@ Borders Books
Duck is located at 2425 Norfolk off  at Kirby Dr. & W. Alabama across from
Kri_;}‘ Dnve. Tickets are $10. For more the new Whole Foods Market. For
information, call 713-528-5999 more infa: 713/524-3818

NEUROTIC BY NATURE

Comedian Michele Balan laughs her way
through four stops in Texas

AT FIRST GLANCE at the pictured
photograph, you might think this
woman is Bette Midler. You
might also think that this is not
a neurotic person. You would be
wraong on both counts. * The New
York-based Michele Balan 1s a
nationally known, neurotic (her
own deseription) talent in the gay
and lesbian community. She has
hosted major HRC events, enter-
tained on gay and lesbian cruises,
and helped emcee the mainstage
at the Millennium March on
Washington. * Now Lavender
Lounge is bringing her to Texas:
Oct. 26 in Beaumont; Oct. 27 in
Austin; Oct. 28 at Houston's
River Cafe on Montrose; and Oct. [Clockwise from top left)
29 at Cafe Horizons in Galveston, BRI 2T LT L
Info: www.christyclaxton.com or Balan, Michele Bolan, and

5 Michele Balan on the cover of
512/423-177(). —Blase DiStefano her CD Neurotic by Noture.

Denis Lavant in Bad
Blood [see Oct. 20)

6 & 7 (Fri-So1)
Snakebit by David Marshall Grant
on of Ashland 5t

pgrobhs, mixed

6=8 [Fei.=Sun.)
Deathtrap by Ira Levin is

of the gre

may theater. it combines i
nious detective work with raucous

and it doesn't hurt that it has a

University of Houston
= directions: take the
» south on Cullen

e parking in lot 16B.
For show timefticket prices/more info:
713/743-2929

to entrance 16; fre

INFO NEEDED FOR YOUR EVENT LISTING:
a few lines of info about your event;
date/time; cost: lacation/address; or-
ganization nome; AND two phene
numbers—one for OutSmart to reach
you for questions and one for OutSmart
readers fo getmore infoon yourevent.
Mail infe to: OutSmart Mogazine,
3406 Audubon Place, Houston 77006,
Fax info to: 713/522-3275. E-muil
info to: letters@outsmartmagazine.com.
NO LISTINGS CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER
THEDEADLINE DATE-THURS., OCT. 12.

7 (Sat.)
The Texas Women's Racquetball
Club is hostin . !
to b
Call Kik

Jurmament

mail kht

details &

to help
the lay person, will co

nake the law

as consumer kaw, wills, f2

nal law, business law

law, credit & debt collection, health in
surance, and how to work with an attor-
ney. 9 am-noon at the University of
Houston Law Center. Info: 713/743-

2168 or visit www.peopleslawyer.com
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United We Pnrty

Bass player for
the Neptones,
seen here in her
“Madame YAYA,
Goddess of the
Undertow” mode
[see Oct. 14 & 27)

14 & 27 [Sa1 & F

The Neptones, who play

= BO3 H: trumental surf musi
3/524-3818.

13 & 18 (Fri & 5at)

wiww.neptaneas.com
19-22 (Thu.-Sun |
Ride 'em, Cowboy!CuwglrII It's the

International Gay Re

Calendar

GAY—FR.EN DLY TV

The new Bette
(l-r): James
Dreytus,
Joanna
Gleason, Bette
Midler, Lindsay
Lohan, and
Kevin Dunn.

BETTE MIDLER's new foray into sitcom TV is appropriately titled Bette,
because she plays a somewhat distorted version of herself. And, as
usual, the endearing diva’s got something gay going on: Openly gay
actor James Drevfus (the guy sitting at the piano in the above photo)
plays her gay accompanist. At press time, Bette was scheduled to
start October 11 on CBS. —

JOHN GOODMAN (left)
leaves behind his normal TV
persona as Dan Connor
(Roseanne’s husband) to be-
come a different kind of nor-
mal—gay! That's right, in the
new Fox sitcom Normal, Ohio,
(Goodman plays a divorced gay
man who has moved from Los
Angeles back to Ohio with his
family. Mo Gaffney plays his
ex-wife, and the wonderful
Anita Gillette and Orson
Bean are on board as his par-
ents. At press time, it was
scheduled to premiere on Fox
on Nevember 1. —BD

BOOTMEN. Cocky, rebellious,
and ambitious, Sean Okdean
({Adam Garcia) is determined
to follow his passion to be-
come a tap dancer, and not
resign himself to a life toiling
in the local steel mill. He
nails big metal cleats onto his
work boots, cranks up the
musie, and comes up with an
industrial-strength dance
never seen before. Scheduled
to qtart Ocloberém Houston.

|l. r): Christopher Horsey, Adam
Garcia, Matt Lee, & Lee McDonald

FOX; BOOTMEN - FOX SEARCHLIGHT PIOTURES
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Three horrors from director Lucio Fulei:
THE BEYOND. A voung woman (Ca-
triona MacColl) inherits an old southern
hotel, only to discover the realtor failed to
mention it sits atop one of the seven gate-
ways to Hell! Hailed as Fulei's master-
prece, this 1981 film 1s replete with grisly
special effects, including the unforget-
table band of blood-sucking tarantulas
11:30 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 28

THE GATES OF HELL. In a small New
England town, a priest commits suicide
in a church cemetery, thereby unlocking
the fiery gates of hell. Noted for its grue-
some special effects, this 1980 film has
acquired such a notorious reputation for
violence that it is still banned in
countries. Starring Catriona MacColl and
Janet Agren. 7:30 p.m., Saturday, Oct.
28, and 9 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 29
ZOMBIE is the 1979 film that put Fulci

on the map and insured the success of the

some

*zombie/atomic-holocaust/gore film,"” a
staple for almost a decade of low-budget
Italian horror movies. Prompted by the

FRIGHT KNOWS NO GENDER: Male |above left] or
female (above center), the blood-sucking tarantu-
las are gonna get you in The Beyond. And so will The %
Creature from the Black Lageen (right).

mysterious disappearance of her father, i f .
. .dy 3 "
THE CREATURE FROM LAGOON (3-D).

Amazon scientists stumble upon the Gill-Man, a pre-

a young woman travels to a remote Car-

ibbean island only to discover it is inhab-

indestructible, flesh-eating
“Grossing” over $30 million in
its initial release, Zombie features Tisa
Farrow, sister of Mia and daughter of
Maureen O'Sullivan (the Jane in “Me and it remains one of the most entertaining monster
movies ever made. You will be provided with 3-D
glasses for this presentation! 7:30 p.m., Friday & Saf
urday, Oct. 27 & 28, and 7 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 29
The Creature from the Black Lagoon plays in the Eleanor and
Frank Freed Auditorium at the Glassell School of Art, 5101
Montrose. Cost: 55 (54 members, students with valid ID,
seniors over 55). Film information line is 713/63%9-7531; the
website address is www.mfah.org.

ited by

historic humanoid fish monster who takes a fancy to
a fetching coed (Julie Adams). This 3-D classic is one
of the first films to feature underwater photography,

zombies.

Tarzan, you Jane”), 8:30 p.m., Saturday,
Oct. 28, and 7 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 29,

All films will piuy at Rice Media Center on the
Rice University compus, University Bivd. @
Stockton, entrance #8. Cost: 55 (54 students
with valid ID/seniors over 65). Film information

line is 713/348-4853; the website address is

. po-
WWWJUf-rl'Ct'.HC;U.' cinema.

¥ A U

HALLOWEEN—MONTROSE STYLE : Honorary chair Maria Todd (center) joins the Halloween Magic Players in West Side Cabarei—
Mentrose Style, benefitting eight Houston AIDS service organizations. Inset: Gilbert Perez as Venezuela (left] with Joel Quinones
spoofing Mange.

ik

your Halloween
night @ major
photo opportunity
is an sale for one
day only. Hurry!

patrons $5. Info: 713/868-1444

THE COSTUME SALE. The University of
Houston School of Theatre is holding a costume
sale,
coats, and suits, as well as a large selection of
CUStOm- LHJII:_ LIH_":'I.TI'I:.'II costumes
School of Theatre's Costume Sh;-:;u has one of
the largest stocks of costumes in Texas and oc-
casionally sorts through the inventory to make
room for new items. Many pieces from the
Houston Shakespeare Festival and Children's
Theatre Festival (produced by the School of
Theatre) will also be available. Cash, checks, and
purchase orders accepted. 9 a.m.—2 p.m., Friday,
Oct. 20 at Lyndall Finley Wortham Theatre, UH
main campus, |-45 & Cullen, entrance # 16 off
Cullen Blvd. Maore info: 713/743-2919, opt. 1.

THE COSTUME CURE. After you buy your costume from the UH School of Theatre
Costume Sale, let ComedySportz put you through the paces. |ust wear your get-up to cne
of their Friday, Oct. 27 matches, and you'll get a 50-percent discount on admission. And
just think, after you work out all the kinks you discovered on Friday night, the actual Eve
of all Hallows (Tuesday the 31st) will go so smoothly it’ll scare you! * Audience members
in costume will also be able to enter a costume contest. 7:30 & 10 p.m., Friday, Oct. 27,
@ Lambert Hall, 1703 Heights Blvd. at 17th St. Admission sans costume is $10; costumed

THE COSTUME CONTEST. If you've already got a great costume, and you think your
garb is damn good, you might win $500 (1st place), $300 (2nd), or $200 (3rd)! Friday, Oct.
13, 9:30 p.m. @ The Haunted Hotel, 2817 Fannin at Tuam.

ROCKY HORROR.
Pop culture phenomencn
The Rocky Horror Picture
Show is now on DVD and
VHS in 25th anniversary
editions! We can see you
shivering with antici...

pation, 50 come up to
the lab and see what's
on the slab. (And you
can still do the time
warp every Saturday at
midnight at Landmari's
Greenway Theatre.)

DRACULA:

THE MUSIC

AND FILM. A

chilling and ee- |

rie new score

composed by

Philip Glas

for the Kronq

Quartet reju-

venates . tl

1931 film cla

sic starring

Bela Lugosi

(pictured at

right). You'll

see the movie

in its entirety

while Gle

and the quar-

tet perform a

concert with

one of the most

intense and atmospheric scores ever written for film.
Presented by Soc : on Sat-
an be

which will include clothing, hats, shoes,

The UH

MISERY LOVES COMPANY: Annie Wilkes (Marcy Bannor) is
about to do some miserable domage to her houseguest Paul
Shelden (Jim Lawrence). Isn't Halloween fun?

MISERY. Just in time for Halloween, this new ad- : :
aptation of the Stephen King novel takes a darkly . 3 £y i P |
comic look at the story of a best-selling romantic DOING THE TIME WARP AGAIN: Columbia (Nell
fiction writer and his “number-one fan.” Oct. 13- Campbell, left), Dr. Frank-N-Furter [Tim Curry,
Nov. 18 at The Little Room Downstairs Studio, center), and Magenta (Patricia Quinn) celebrate
2328 Bissonnet, 713/522-LRDS (5737). 23 goucs of sheshigplageurs.

Cl
urday, Nov. 4, 8 p.m.@ Jones Hall. Ticke
purchased at all Ticketmaster outlets or go to

icketmaster.com, For more information, call
27-45PA or visit www.spahouston.org.
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WEST SIDE CABARET—
MONTROSE STYLE is 2 mil-
lennium Montrose moment not
to be missed! The Halloween
Magic Players return this year

f to unveil this freewheeling

satire, liberally mixing ele-
ments of the legendary Broad-
way musicals West Side Story
and Cabaret with contempo-
rary references straight from
today's entertainment and
news headlines
the performance will be dosed
with liberal helpings of Broad-
tunes and disco

True to form,

way show
favorites (re-written with spe-
cial inner-loop lyries), along
with a healthy skewering of
public figures, current events,
and popular culture. = Of
course, Halloween Magic's
recurring heroines—Wanda
June Smathers (the reigning
debutante of Adalou, Texas),
the Hispanic spitfire Venezu-
ela, and the blonde bombshell
Pleasure Nouveau—return in
another sticky situation. When
Venezuela wins one million
beauty bucks to “Dame Edna’s
Institute of Charm, Etiquette
and Higher
Dames” from television's Who
Wants to Look Like a Million
aire, the girls are off to a caba-

Learning for

ret-like setting to redeem their
winnings. * To everyone’s sur-
prise, Venezuela’s long-lost
Latin relative Mango runs into
the threesome at “Dame
Edna's.” When government of
ficials—especially one with a
resemblance to Janet Reno

learn of Mango's entrance to
the U.S. to pursue a career in
choreography, efforts to send
the boy back to Cuba begin.
Will Mango's choreography
dreams be shattered? How will
Venezuela, and
Wanda June protect him from
being deported? * Find out at
6:30 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 21 at
the Edwin Hornberger Con-
ference Center, 2151 West
Holeombe, Medical
Center. Tickets/tables info:

713/226-2342

Pleasure,

Texas

OCTCOBEF




“Never take

candy from

strangers...get
Real Estate!”

> r."'

UNIVERSITY AREA
2348 McClendon. Multi-Family
Residence. Greal Investment
Property! 2- 2/1 Units, 1-1/1
Unit, 1- 1/1 w/Study Unit.

All have separate elecric and
gos mefers. Great Location!
$389,900

GARDEN OAKS AREA

514 Hohldale. Approx. 1/7 ocre wooded lof with 2 houses,
4 tar goroge with lorge workshop. Main house approx.
2100 sq. ft. with hordwoods! Guest house approx.

700 sq. fi, with totol remodeled inferior.

Lorge deck with room

for large pool!

$144,500

”g REMBX

METRO

RonnNIE KEE iR, crs

BROKER/REALTOR

Aeerelited Buyer f-:'r‘r]|'.',|'.'F|'.q-,r.l'f'|l.,- = [ ”||l e

Direct (?1 3) 557"4404
Office ) 528-1800
Visit my website at: ronniekee.com
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Give Thanks.

PERFORMING ARTS

# A Bad Night's Sleep

# Black Comedy.

Newgve »
financing plans
available

for Laser Vision Corrections.

Touted as the most advanced merhod of

vision correction, La Vision Correction

rou to depend on glasses or

nses. At Fye Excellence we

dramaric
I Vision, 3

CALL US TODAY ABOUT A FREE
LASER VISION CONSULTATION
S

excellence

713/521-EYES * www.eyeexcellence.com
Mary T. Green, M.D., Ph.D., FA.C.S.

6624 Fannin, Suite 2105 - Medical Center
4 Chelsea Place - Museum District

KNOWLEDGE

SERVICE

B T T T

DEPENDABILITY

All you expect
from your Realtor:

TOM DUNLAP
713.965.0812

tomdunlap@swhell.net

HERITAGE

e S R RO o

www heritagetexas.com

FORMERLY ZARR & COMPANY, REALTORS
AND | 5E HUNTERS. INC.
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RADIO ! “MUST BE SEEN!

_ : Gloriously,
,’Mte,r ,’Tﬂurs : b A IR i SOCIE!TY FOI:&‘I']:!E_:EFRFOR:ING ARTS stunningly
Ay i R A A i 2 \ Hrigenp the Warld's Besi fo Howston
KPFT 904 FM s performed.”
# Houston Grand Opera's natior pres
sts over NPR's Word of Opero Luis Bravo's = London Times

FOREVER

2000

: . VY i } B1s (Sound Pl SR e R Feel the heat in this steamy Broadway romp that
t‘rhe'rurnof:he Scrtw _ .: S ry, KPFT 901 FM, 713/526-4000. - traces origins of the tango from the brothels of
0 e o M K0 i Sl I A O turn-of-the-century Buenos Aires to the elegant
it Bt o ot P ART/PHOTOGRAPHY ; drawing rooms of Parisian society. The fing
efare he . tiy save herself archestra with top-notch siring section plus
bandoneon quartet is as compelling as the dancers.

# Lesbian & Gay Voices M:

By

¢ Art Classes for People With HIV: The Art
Leugue of Houston 1 155§

# MacBoh. Al sone o < phy estations i Thursday & Frday rom 1 713-227-45PA Tes. Nov. 7—Sun. Nov. 12, 2000
ticketmaster. com m"ln & Em Pﬁ‘m

_ .: : .. , : :".: '_' T' _| 9 PERFORMIr ARTS : / [ l_ ':l_-v_' ; '7__ g Witk IV For program notes visit our website at www.Spahouston.arg
e Qorase sy

# The Adventures of Peer Gynt t=ll- the
y Y CULIT Oy T a s | KPMG Continental
Airlines

| For Your
Next Retreat
or Conference.

KEEP US T bttt sl Bisio Gl @ Beautifal Suites with a Panoramic View of the Gulf from
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rity-guard. They pass ter Company begins this seasor

Y vy plaving Ty as they cope with 1 ked, knee- ‘I.||'=|-|- i
4317 Montrose Blvd. #2

; Dl 7 i@ Blaffer G
a lesbian couple; one of whom has bee Dec. 17 i@ Blafler Ga

WWW.WE&TUSOUt.COm T thtub for twao at £ 52 lo come oul ersity of Houston's mair . - " = .
{of b, that is). Will she or won't she! Go see for f] 5 s i} | ning Arts Cen entrance # 16 off Cullen Bivd, Infio; 713 528 ——— L = ey
7 1 3 529 EYEs ¥ * The twao one-act plays are directed by Joe  ter, 1703 Heights [7th St T 5 fg # From Above. Twenty-five fthe aity © 6300 Seawall Boulevard ® Galveston Island, Texas
L L y and will play on Fridays & Saturdays through children & adults a/reservations: 713/B&2-7112. Houston, taken from th pective © Alp - MZIIM .mgnlweﬂan.euuhim

38 OCTOBER 2000 OutSmart OutSmart OCTOBER 2000 39




Calendar

Experience a Change for the Better

Joyce M. Gavles, Ph.D.

Clindcal Psychologist & Success Coach

Success Coaching for i the s
Professional or
Business Development

5900 West Loop South, suite 620 « Bellaire, TX » 77401

For a No-Cost Coaching Assessment, call (713) 667-6047 [JRR TN

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY

‘-'I-'.h-e.Hnlm:au-s.;:\;'.Vnﬂcfcuts.-' te of T 0
e d IMLT SJOE MYERS @
ton, 3401 Caroline \ paes "Like Having a Dealer in the Family"

16634 Northwest Freeway * Houston, Texas 77040

* Licensed Professional Counselor

e Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor

® licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

¢ Certified IMAGO Relationship Counselor

* 19 Years Counseling Experience
DENlSE O'DO_HER_TY

3730 KIRBY DR., STE. 910 » HOUSTON, 77098

(713) 524-9525

# Houston Center for Photography (HCFP) |

Reach me direct at

Chris Ferran, Sales Consultant 1-888-549-6056

e-mail: chrisferran@hotmail.com

st

dpidn ke zlax/ e st SIMON & ASSOCIATES

Psychologist ATTORNEYS AT LAW I \ ( ; O S
f
I believe that bei good attorney requires more than i

# Notes from Underground will featurs the waork knowledge of the law...it requires giving my chents the nme, Eighteen karat gold and sterling silver coloured gemstone
three women whase work transcends traditiona understanding and personal attention they deserve bracelets from the Caviar® collection
high" art. Mary MNasaon, an artist from -Russell C. Simon

BANKRLUPTCY

Chapter 7 Liguidation
Chapter 13 Reorganization
GET RELIEF FROM
Credit Debts + Foreclosure
L.R.S. Liabilities

Student Loans « Judgments
Repossessions
PERSONAL INJURY
Automobile Accidents
Sexual Assault
Catastrophic Injuries

Over 10 Years of
Professional Experience
T et

Gay/Lesbian Issues
Children/Adolescents/Adults

Parenting Issues Be good to yourself with & Onitraach Exhilbition. More than 200 wers o ':‘:.r[';ﬂli-‘fllll Death
Spiriiuulify a Professional Therapeutic Massage! art ereated through the outreach of The HI."-&-I '.:'.’}'\-;\. LITICATION
= o ’ i 25 Il NESS L ¥4
Individuals/Couples/Families 7,) / N Z{/ d/;{ POWERS OF ATTORNEY | LU morkf o dsion N,
——pe—— ANl KM 0% 46’ iusfli{.{'ﬂl;‘"m_- A i Egﬂg
(@, Mot Certified by the - . _aat
1415 N. Loop West, #780 REGISTERED MASSAGE THERAPIST #012781 Leecps Biict of ags! Spbe kliatich ) Jewelers inc. e

‘ Houston, TX 77008 Call 713/392-0444 s

(Between Shepherd and Ella on the M. Loop) =

| 6 In Calls & Out Calls = Home, Office & Hotel fc%LEsN DARNDEAbDL!NE
- - Full Bedy Massage = On-Sife Chair Massoge ior OutSmart’s November issue:

‘ 7 I 3 42 4455 Flexibla Hours Thursday, October 12,5 p.m.
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? 'I 3 5 : ! 4 6 0 0 0 3841 Bellaire Blvd. 713-668-5000 Convenient Storefront Parking
-— 1
Open Mon.- Sat. 10-6, Thurs. 10-9 Always Free Gift Wrapping

1620 Westheimer = Houston. Texas 77006 Instant Credit - 90 Days - Same as Cash www. I'WMarks.com




GrooveOQut

by Chris Sill

“For some reason gays love
drama divas and so do we. While
we’re making the records we
often see a drag queen doing the

song in our minds.”

was [with] New Kids on
the Block at a club called
Karz. Kon Kan was big-
ger than they [New Kids
on the Block] were in
Houston, so they opened
for us! Little did we know
that three months later
they would become huge.
Do you still have ties to
Houston?

Not really, but Bruce
(Godwin at Record Rack
holds a special place in my
heart. He was the first per-
son who faxed us [Kon
Kan] and said vou've got a
big record that’s breaking
out of here. That was a very
early sign that my life was
about to change,

How did you and Chris
Cox come together as
Thunderpuss?

We met in a studio in New
York in 1991 when [ was
working on the second

arry Harris is half of dance music’s

dynamic remixing duo known as

Thunderpuss. Together with studio
partner Chris Cox, they've taken over
America’s club scene and topped the charts
with their galvanizing remixes of Whitney
Houston, Amber, Jennifer Lopez, and
Enrique Iglesias, just to name a few, Barry
Harris returns to Houston in November for
the first time in over 10 years. GrooveOut
recently caught up with this in-demand
producer/remixer/D)J and asked him about
his first trip to the Bayou City, gays and
divas, and his splashing solo hit “Dive in

the Pool.”

GrooveOut: Back in the late 1980s you
were half of the group Kon Kan and had
a big hit with “I Beg Your Pardon.” Did
yvou perform in Houston?

Barry Harris: Absolutely! Houston is the
city where it all started. Our very first gig

Kon Kan album. Later he
moved to L.A. and I returned home to
Toronto. We kept in touch and became
friends over the years by telephone. Even-

tually we decided to experiment and see if

we could work together, and by 1997 we did
our first mix for Priority Records. We en-

joyed working together and that's when 1

decided to take the whole step of getting all
the work visas and return to the states and
actually team up.

And the rest is history...

Well, kind of. We were just doing what we
loved and it felt right. Now every-thing's just
exploded,

You both have done so many fabulous re-
mixes, do you have a favorite?

My favorite—and it took me a vear to real-
ize it—was “Body Roek” by Louchi Lou and
Meechie One. I had forgotten it and then I
heard someone play it at a club in New York,
and I thought, gee, this sounds like us. It
got better and better and I said to myself, I

THE DRAG QUEEN IN MY INNER EYE

Chatting with remix diva Barry Harris

hope this iz us ‘cause [ really like this! Hear-
ing it from a different perspective a year
later, I realized everything production-wizse
was very good. I'm my own worst eritic and
there's always something I can do better, but
with that record there's nothing.
Thunderpuss is very popular with the
gay crowd. Why do you think that is?
We like drama! There’s one thing that's never
gone out of style with the gay crowd and that's
divas. For some reason gays love drama di
vas and so do we. While we're making the
records we often see a drag queen doing the
song in our minds. Sometimes it's kind of hard
not to! [Laughs]

[Laughing] Well, that leads me right
to my next question. You have a big hit
record out that yvou did with vocalist
Pepper Mashay, called “Dive in the
Pool.” It's total drama and diva.
Where did you come up with the
words?

A lot of it is just ideas | get from |'|'.|Hf._‘.in\}_'
out at a club. We've worked with Pepper
Mashay for a couple years and this was kind
of written for her. 1 wanted her to record
the vocals as if she was onstage talking to
the crowd and expecting a response. It fits
her personality and I felt it would be some-
thing that record DJs could use to commu-
nicate with their erowd, When she asks,
How y'all feeling out there? and the crowd
responds, it's really communication between
the DJ and the crowd. Plus it’s just a fun
party record.

Are there any plans for a Barry Harris
solo album?

Mo, just a lot of singles for now. I've got a lot
of ideas in my head but I haven't had the time
to get them out, “Dive in the Pool™ I've had in
my head for a year. I already know what the
follow-up is, but I'm not telling anyone!
Producer/remixer/DJ
Barry Harris will bring the
Thunderpuss sound to
Rich’s on Sunday, Nouv, 12.

Chris Sill spins tunes at
Rich's and can be reached
at esill @infohwy.com.
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1 MUSIC STORE

1999 & 2000
SOUNDWAVES

COMPACT DISCS

Special orders at

no extra charge!

Fast, Affordable
and Experienced

Il‘ ’ MEMBER
[ ———

Since 1988

g

Toner CARTRIDGES-NEW OR REMANUFACTURED

Seeeny On- 511_:_ Repairs or IN-Suop a1 Discount

RerursisHep, 100% G_unuurtzn PRINTERS ON SALE

Smrlt: FOR Pnluuns. (opiers, MuLti-Funcrion

www.laserinktx.com
Visit our website
+ for more information
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Experience your body's
fu” po’rehﬁm' na

unique retreat for exercise.

AVAILABLE!:

Personal (one-to-one & ga'crup} Trc:ining
Fithess Assessments

Nutritional Guidance

Exercise Prescriptions

MUSCLE
MECHANICS™

PERSONAL TRAINING STUDIO

(155255350

BY APPOINTMENT. CALL NOW.

617 Richmond Avenue in Montrose
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Liz Smith

{20:20, 9/2000, Mike Wallace)

Mike Wallace: Are you gay?

Liz Smith: I don't characterize myself sexually. I wouldn't like
to do that.

Pope John Paul II

(The Advocate, 9/12/2000, Michelangelo Signarile)
...Pope John Paul II unleashed a tirade against gays and
leshians...because World Pride Rome 2000, a week of gay pride
events that included a march, occurred in his own backvard de-
spite his having used all the powers of the Vatican for months to
try to shut it down.... [Alfter the World Pride march, address
ing tens of thousands of pilgrims after celebrating a mass for
prisoners, [the pope said:] “Homosexual acts are against nature’s
laws. The church eannot silence the truth, because this would
not help discern what is good from what is evil.” He then called
homosexuality “objectively disordered.”

...|Bly uttering these words so vehemently and so publicly, he
revealed before the whole world that he is a hateful man with
little regard for the discrimination and vio-
lence he brings upon people’s lives.

Emmy Awards

€3 Todd Holland (who won for Best Director
of a Comedy Series, Malcolm in the Middle):
The last person Holland thanked was “...my
sweetie Scotch for his patience and his sup-
port always.” The camera panned to Scotch
who was on the verge of tears.

O When Sean Hayes won for Best Sup-
porting Actor in a Comedy Series (Will &
Grace), what caught the attention of mil-
lions of people was not what Haves said
but the fact that his costar (the straight
Eric McCormack) gave Hayes a big wet one
on the mouth!

& As presenters of an award, the four
stars of Will & Grace made banter:

Eric McCormack: | think I speak for all of
us...when I say that we are very fortunate to
be working at a time when the networks are
brave enough to put a show like Will &
Grace on the air. [Applause]

Megan Mullaley: One can only imagine what the television
landscape might have looked like had gay-themed shows had
always been accepted

McCormack: That's true, Meg, We might have had shows like
I Dream of Johnny. |Laughter]

Mullaley: Lesbionic Waman. | Laughter]

Sean Hayes: Ozzie and Harry. [Laughter]

Debra Messing: Maude. [ Laughter/applause|

McCormack: The Courtship of Eddie’s Father by His Bachelor
Friend Rick. |Laughter]

Hayes: Chico on the Man. [Laughter]

Mullaley: Little Bathhouse on the Prairie. [Laughter]
Messing: Frasier. | Laughter/applause]

Accepting the award for Best Comedy Series (Will & Grace),
Max Mutchnick said: “Oh my God, she [the Emmy Award he was
holding] is so beautiful. And, as a gay man—I cannot believe
that I'm saying this, but I think I finally met a girl I wanna sleep
with!” [Laughter/applause]
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Robin Williams

(Entertainment Weekly, 9M15/2000, Jim Mullen)

It's been announced that Robin Williams
is thinking of playing Liberace in a new
film bio. Didn’t Nathan Lane already do
that in The Birdeage?

Victoria
Principal

(Out, 92000, Michael Musto)

Michael Musto: Will there be gay characters on the soap—I mean, show [Aaron
Spelling's new NBC series Titans|?

Victoria Principal: I would certainly hope so. I mean, it's based in L.A. Hello! I don’t think
we'll have Gwen [Principal's character| coming out, though, if that's what you're asking.
Damn. Do gay people inspire Victoria?

Yes. Half my friends are gay. | have a problem with people who can’t love, not with people
who choose to love.

Compiled by Blase DiStefano

Melissa Etheridge

(Us Weekly, 9/11/2000, William Keck)

William Keck: You opened the Democratic National Conven-
tion with a patriotic medley. Big Al Gore fan?

Melissa Etheridge: Huge—from the Clinton years. Clinton was the
first to even discuss gay and lesbian issues. He failed, but he tried
And Al and Tipper embrace it even more

You no doubt have heard that Dick Cheney has a lesbian
daughter.

How "bout that? There's one in every family. The Republicans are just
gonna have to finally let us in the door and deal with it....

Would you encourage other gay celebrities to come out?

I would, just because I found it to be such a relief. Always worrying
“God, are they going to ask me that?” Or “I've got to go to this pre-
miere and I want to take my significant other, but no.” That was hor-
rible.”

Would you ever pose nude in Playboy?

I'm leaning toward ves. My feminist friend Kathy Najimy would tell

i'unnl\.. I'd do it to be the first boundary-crossing big n]}-]cl----_:ur]i_‘-}"-i{r ¥
boy. Well, the first out dyke, anyway.

Ben Affleck

( Talk, 1072000, Chris Connelly)

Chris Connelly: For a guy who's pretty open and acces-
sible, you can really generate the hot rumors.

Ben Affleck: When 1 broke up with Gwyneth |Paltrow], somebody

came to her—a friend of hers, a person [ actually like—and said,
“Well, I feel really bad telling you this, but I know people in the gay community who
have slept with Ben.” This was not a rumor that was being passed on, this was fact;
“] hate to break it to you, but he’s been sampling the kielbasa out there.” [Laughter]
And luckily, if you know me, that is the one thing that is outside the parameters of
what’s believable, and so 1 was kind of off the hook, because 1 was able to say, “You
know me—do you see how ridiculous this is?”

And I'm sure this guy really did hear it from somebody who heard it from some-
one who made it up. They said that about Brad Pitt, they said that about Leonardo
DiCaprio—they said it about me and Matt! [Laughter] I felt like we were in good
company.

ROBIN WILLIAMS Is he a Liberace look-a-like?
MELISSA ETHERIDGE Is she posing for Playboy?
BEN AFFLECK Is he dating gay men?

VICTORIA PRINCIPAL Is her character in Titans
coming out? Pictured with the cast of Titans

(L-r] Jack Wagner, Jason George, John Barrowman,
Lourdes Benedicto, Ingo Rademacher, Principal,
Elizabeth Bogush, Yasmine Bleeth, Perry King,
Casper Van Dien, and Josie Davis
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me “Are you kidding? That’s stupid!” But [ think it would be kind of
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note about our “tapos” dining re-

views: You may have noticed that our

advertisers are listed in our tapas sec-
tion. Biased? You bet! By advertising in
OutSmart, our advertisers are indicating that
the business of the gay & lesbian community is
important to them—and that’s important to us at
OvutSmart. Of course, there are many other
excellant and supportive restaurants out there,
and we rotate mention of them into our tapas
section,

Baba Yego
2607 Granl St, [Missouri St

13/522:0042
[

onirose Inslitulion. Sometimes we're tempied 1o eal

ere evary day, it s so homey and alhy, We espe

ally love Tuesday pasta night ($9 25 for the pe
Old 5r

salmon with accoutrements

wr and a glass of wi

it ©

sesame dress y brunch, and

lgoorsy, you have the choice

under the

5, the coverad pahio, o

ret garden, §

A Taste of Houston

lomato-cilantro cream sou

efing the wal

dent Kermit Eiser

on Mair

Beck’s Prime
Multiple locations

E

with o

The art coy-

whut, Live jazz

1 with valet parking $%

Tapas-style reviews
OQutSmart Restaurant Guide

Café Chino
el Vill

prepared, anc-iry as they mi

ate those famous qQreen Deg

textured |

Hunan label, Chen added

menu early last year. $%

STANCIA

bRILL

SIMPLY DELICIOUS!

New Chef - GREGORY WEBB

Houston Chronicle Chef of the Year

AT4WEST GRAY = 713.807.1111

DineQut

by EJ.Arnell

The Solero Also Rises

After three years serving tapas to the cognoscenti, Solero restaurant finds
Spanish-tapas are more than trendy, as is the rise of historic downtown

earned any new words lately?
Eaten any ethnic food recently?
As foreign food continues to grow
in popularity, so does our food vocabu

lary: humus, dolmades, falafel, cannel-

loni, sushi, sashimi, tapas. These terms
roll off the tongue with such ease and
familiarity that one forgets these words
are from another language, another cul-

ture, and really another time

The H[;'(.'LI'[I?-T]'. word ta translates
into English literally as “lid" or “cap,”
as in a covering for something. A friend
of mine from Madrid explained to me
how the word tapas came to be associ-
ated with food. Hundreds of years ago
when Spaniards visited their local
watering hole and ordered a glass of
wine, they would receive an extra little
bonus. Covering their glass would be a
piece of bread with a topping like
cheese, tomatoes, olives, marinated
fish, or meat. These were considered
the hid to the drink and thus the name.
[t's just the way it was—if vou ordered
a drink, you got a snack. In Spain today,
this old tradition continues with tapas
bars all over the L'IPI,]EI’T'I\, but like anv tradi-
tion that is imported to America, it has

changed and grown

Arturo Boada, chef and part owner of

Solero, has taken the concept of tapas and

transformed it into something larger.

Inst tting only one small bite, there

are several in each portion—which is great

for sharing. Instead of only Spanish recipes,

Arturo, inspired by his worldly experiences,

includes .-'|:-'=|'|-~' and ingredients from many

cultures in his cr ons, Examples of this on

hiz menu are seafood bouillab:

se, tempura

vegetables, mussels Prague, and grilled

quail, If you're in the mood for a variety of
unique and flavorful tastes, then grab some
friends and head to Solero in the downtown
Market Square Historic District.

Dont let downtown scare you. After nego-

tiating a frustrating path through the one-

way streets i'lil"l'i’!l[!_\' crammed with con-

struction p).'E-.rl'n.-—' and detours—arriving at
Solero is like finding an oasis
‘Ahhhhhhh!" Onee inside Solero, the good

vibes immediately begin to penetrate. Order

135 of wine from their selection of over !

offerings and enjoy the scenery, The partial-

e rough

ly exposed original brick walls and t

wooden floors allow the building’

tury personahty to seep throu;

bine with the chic modern

high ceiling magically pulls the buzz of the

."|'|.'|III‘.|\|_' up ;'|r|!| away i'!'||1|| YOur neig bors

and |.’l:.=-'|'|l-.\~' the music back down. At Solero
it’s easy to enjoy the pleasure of feeding your
senses. The food will kick-start your taste
buds and tease your olfactory zone. Settle in
and talk to your companions

When your fi

lot questions—the menu is not self-explana-

wdly server arrives, ask a

tory and can be intimidating if you don't
know a lot of Spanish, and even if you do, the
deseriptions are limited. Monopolize their

time until you figure out your strategy.
This restaurant is best experienced
with good friends. By ordering the por-

tion-gized tapas to share, all of you will

get a buffet of tastes and have a great
time moaning and laughing your way
through double-dipping, spit-swapping,
and Anger-licking without inhibitions
Last week two of my closest friends
and I had a great evening at Solero
After each of us selected a glass of red
wine, we courageously agreed to let the
manager order for us. Shortly there-

le: cucumber

after four tapas hit the tal
salad, ceviche, shrimp pepperonccini,
and something called Suhrid's Hot! Hot!
beef tips.

My compliments to the chef for the
best ceviche that I have ever tasted out-

side of South America. The combination

of fresh red snapper with shrimp mari-
nated and cooked in the acidic juices is
unbelievably refreshing and tasty. It
comes with a tiny amount of crackers,
but this is where the basket of bread
begins its important role. Tear off a
hunk and dab it into the aromatic garlic
and lime, then use a spoon to load up the
bread with the fish, red onion, sweet hell

peppers, and diced jalapeno. It's cold, it's

sh. Zowie! Smack

spicy, tender, it's
yvour lips and move on to the next item.

The beef tips were interesting because we
were warned that they were spicy hot, so of
course we proceeded with eaution. The large

f beef sit in a white wine, olive oil,

and garlic sauce wi tomatoes, green

beans, and habenero chilis. I was surprised
[nitially, the beef tasted favorful but not
something [ would consider hot. That is

the hidden

until I chomped into one
habenernos, and my head nearly exploded
This dish is deceptively, nastily hot. It's a
masochist’s fantasy.

I was incredibly thankful that the
ignored-until-now cucumber salad was also
on the table. I quickly stuffed several cool

pieces into my mouth and found relief. The
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fresh cucumber sparing-
ly coated with an olive oil
and garlic vinaigrette is
the ideal vacation for in-
between spicy bites.

Interesting combina-
tions of food always
intrigue me, and the
shrimp pepperonceini as
a house favorite definite-
ly qualifies. The shrimps
SWIm in a creamy sauce
with salty prosciutto and
capers. We went through |
a lot of bread, dredging
up every last bit of this
dreamy sauce. Keep ask-
ing for more bread if you
run out, and don't let the
server steal away your
sauces until you're ready to move on to some-
thing else,

Next we tried the award-winning paella.
Solero's version has been severely altered
from the original recipe born in Valencia,
with the chef adding pork and chicken to the
traditional shrimps, clams, and mussels. It
comes straight out of the oven to yvour table
and arrives piping hot and beautiful. The
saffron-flavored rice is delicious—but I
believe that a squeeze of lime unites and

== S e N

my own.

maybe it was all the sill
talk, maybe we were just i

ived we took our first bites
full five

because we were laughin

minutes

without trying to be so, th

Even the spinach salad is a festive
event at Solero, with grilled chicken
and a garlic parsley dressing.

UNCREDITED

Jeff Stryker would be proud:
the Caribbean Banana dessert.

brightens the intensity of
paella, so that T added on

At this point we were
ready to move on to dessert.
Maybe it was the wine,

J.
n

the mood, but when our
“Caribbean Banana” arr-

a

later

i

so hard. This is officially,

e

T

- = St s T 3
most phallic dessert that | have ever had the

pleasure of eating, Imagine a ripe banana
rolled in walnuts and cinnamon, encased in
a flour tortilla, deep fried, drizzled with
caramel, then sliced in half and served with
one dead soldier lying on his side and the
other standing at attention beside Arturo’s
house specialty: homemade wvanilla ice
cream. The ice cream melts The nuts stay
crunchy. The cinnamon snaps. Simult-
aneously hot, cold, hard, and soft—what a
grand finale.

Congratulations are in order for the brave
owners of this tapas restaurant and bar.
They were among the first to recognize the
potential of Houston’s badly neglected
downtown and took a huge risk to offer
a night-time destination for city work-
ers and dwellers. When Solero opened
in 1997 it was voted one of America’s
top new restaurants by Esquire, and
the Houston Press chose them for best
tapas. Fortunately, Solero's success has
encouraged other entrepreneurs, and
downtown is starting to swing. Go join
the party. m

Solero, 910 Prairie (between Main &
Travis), 713/227-2665. Hours: Mon.
~-Wed., 11 am.-11 p.m.; Thu-Fri., 11
a.m.—midnight; Sat., 6 p.m.-midnight.

Since 1977

Winner

2520 Montrose

Friday & Saturday 10-11
Sunday 11-9

@
N0 N’Ka’é

The Greatest Greek

Thanks again, OutSmart readers,
for voting us #1 again!

Hours: Monday-Thursday 10-10

Winner of 11 Marvin Zindler

Blue Ribbon Awards
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* 1/4 mile from the Galleria
* Outdoor swimming pool

* Texas-sized hot tub
* Exercise facility

* Bristol Bar & Grill

o) \\arriotl

Ask for the
OutSmart Rate of $69
(includes breakfast for two, Thurs-Sun)

3131 West Loop South

Houston, TX 77027

713°961-1640 Fax 713-439-0989

A Taste of Houston
Tapas-style reviews

(continued from page 46)

A
O AMericon menu al

y'sin the Village

WE DID IT AGAIN!

#1

Restaurant

Best Crawfish
in Houston

Lunch « Dinner » Catering

GET BACK TO
HEALTHY EATING!

Ragin’ Cajun

4302 Richmond * 713/623-6321

Join ws Tuesday
for $2
6 pm il closing

Open 11am-10 pm » Weekdays
9 am-10 pm = Sat/Sun

2320 W. Alabama = Houston, TX 77098
713/527-8588

S heresa f/ ':fﬁ-"—'/?( eRNO

P r:z’(j_gfw.;ﬁ/f ce o ):’;f"{*":/z oK

Holy Unions  Portraits
713.464.4471]
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A Taste of Houston

Tapas-style reviews
(continued from page 49)

Holy Union Rings
Inseparables.

A Romance Ring for all couples ...

lating Café

Cuisine of the Orient
Proudly Serving the Commumily 15 and

ve their

Thank You for \?ohng Us

[Frank Messina and
¢ just about anylime they're apen.
¥ |

aw, ofter more than 20 years as a Houston institu-

#[ g 1, vel as shiong as o gym rot, and as dark as tap sail $ '{

. y tion at their atmospheric Richmond locotion, they iece interwined ring
lobo Bookshop & Café P y 1p "

7 13 529 (888 -. 130 hmn opened o new reslaurant in earlier this year Talk about lovc--.w_!th the Inscparable nng

fax 713.529.8687 o il R Sk o Ml B i e e Bt Rivo's lalian Restaurant

— 2703 Montrose @ Westheimer  Houston, Texas 77006

Thank You

1117 Missouri St. [Montrose)

713-529.3450

n one of the most verdant and restful eatery aimo-
spheres we know of, the brothers Silboyeh bring you ltal
ian cuisine so unusually well seasoned you'll nofice the

These twa rings symbolize intimate, emotional commitment, The "Inseparable” for
men or women consists of two bands in precious metal, cleverly intertwined and
locked together like the binding ties beteween two persons in love. Avaslable in 19K
and 18K yellow and white gold or platinum. Some rings are set with diamonds.

pasia as well as the sauce. The simple dinner salad is
alive with fresh '-'egelﬂb.—es ond a langy '-'if!CII!.][E“t‘. and
a pleasant forecast of things fo come. These men know

OutSmart
Readers!

Mings

herbs, and their fish dishes will moke seafood converts
out of diehard carnivores. And pastry chef Pierre kneads
up some tasty litfle numbers, $%

1749 Post Oak Blvd. Houston, Texas 77056 + (713) 960-8950

1999 & 2000 eE—
Niko Nika's o * vih m
Join Us "5 Ma ' St

713/529-3450 R Ziggy's Healthy Gril

Sagey’s Internet Cafe

NOW OPEN INSIDE OSCAR’S CREAMERY

—
- : bl
e

Java Java Cafe

in the Weights
) 9. ortlirred & fr/.fr z/;/

Elegant and comfortable best describe this three-bedroom, three-bath home with a
handsome study, located in histaric Houston Heights. Features include extra-deep- wrl.j_.\
around front-parch, antique-double-daor entry, fireplace with antique mantel in di ining |
wood floors, butcher-block countertops and glass-front cabinets. Far nu,r

sized den has built-ins with J’ eplace and opens to a large kitchen with light-and-bright
bir euk‘m area. Oversized lot is fully fenced and 'ml’ms onally landscaped with @

room, ir

sprin system. Another bonus is the oversized olley-accessed two-car garage with
work/starage area. Shown by appointmentonly................ 540‘.‘_0{]{)
8 30#‘!—”“ 4 Bryan K.Williams
Sun e | § bielow [inexps 713/869-0456

8:30AM—-3PM J— L b4t el g 4 281/236-5475 (cell) o %
977 W. 77¢th St. - Houston Heights ; 1o y 5 v d For o virtual tour of this home and athers, visit www.coldwallbankerhouston.com
713.880-J4J4 st allly g S e ik

T il : s 3 g
: | (Nextt ol lyw 100 eo) | /.
ﬂ1 \\CEG T Huustor[;,_ 1 !’;2,
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ow appropriate that Armistead Maupin is
part of our Gayest & Greatest issue—he’s

and honest about his sexuality, and he rates
Great, what with being a best-selling author |
| £—and a damned good writer. Maupin is prob-
ably best known for his Tales of the City series of books,
which produced five best-selling books and two wildly popu-
lar television mini-series, with a third on the way. Tales of the
City and More Tales of the City interwove gays with straights
with bisexuals with transgenders with AIDS with dope with
sex. If you haven’t read them, take some time to do so—they
were ahead of their times and are still considered controver-
sial. If reading doesn’t flip your wig, rent the two videos,
which are true to Maupin’s originals. And now available for
your reading pleasure is Maupin’s newest piece of fiction,
The Night Listener. (True Maupin die-hards have been listen-
ing to a “radio serialization” version of the novel read by the
author on Salon.com from Sept. 5 to Sept. 29, an Internet
first—"like having Uncle Armistead read to you every night
before bedtime,” Maupin describes it.) Meanwhile, sit back
and enjoy these nonfiction tales.

s —

e i

T,
e e o S
e -

OutSmart: Hi, this is Blase.

Armistead Maupin: Hi, Blase, it's Armistead
Maupin.

How are you doing?

I'm fine, how are you after all these years?
Well, I'm fine. The last time we talked
was 1985.

Back when you were with TWT, nghl‘;“
That’s right... So, I read your book [The
Night Listener]. It's wonderful. It's been
so long since your last one. What took
you so long?

Well, I wrote and produced two mini-series. I
was actively involved in Tales of the City and
More Tales of the City. 1 was there on the set...

That’s why they were so good.

Thank you, [ believe that, too [laughs]. It's
important for the writer for any property to
remain close to the material, to see it survive.
something this personal. It would
to get it wrong culturally. So I've
nt for that, and I spent about a
year an 1alf adapting my last novel,
Mavbe the Moon, as a feature film and have
yet to find a producer. There's been a fair

been pre

amount to occupy me and a story that was
very slow in coming. I had the general mys-

tery outlined in my head for a long time, but

[ was lacking an additional dramatic element
which life managed to provide for me when

Jerry and I broke up four years ago. I realized

I could weave the experience of that into this

little mystery.

What percentage of the book is...

True? [Laughs] It's fiction, Blase. Wri

write from every aspes

weave it together. In some ways it’s

at all, so T won’t even go down that road with

you. I'd like to think it's all emotionally true.

I tried to stay very close to my feelings when

I wrote that novel and expose them, warts

and all. I made myself a promise to be as hon-

est as possible even when it was unattractive.

I actually started reading it at around
cor ion p. 86

Honest Witfn (e Outspokem Maupin
Author Armistead Maupin shoots more than the breeze with OutSmart's Blase DiStefano
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Stop! in the Name of Love ...
of what’s gayest and greatest
about Houston’s qlieer community

OutSmart’s Gayest & Greatest

Your indispensable low-down on the who, what, where
of Houston’s gay and lesbian community

Mirror mirror on the wall,
who's the gayest and greatest of them all?

Oh my God, did I just get stampeded by
3,000 drag queens in Carmen Miranda outfits?
Just kidding. But here we present for your pleasure
OutSmart’s fourth annual roundup of all that
we hold most dear in our fabulous Houston
queer community. We polled you wonderful readers,
plus added in a few more special choices of our own.
Enjoy!

Contributing writers are Clarence Bagby, Caroline Burum, Alan Davidson, Blase
DiStefano, Jeffrey Downs, Joy Fajardo, Steven Foster, Shane Hennessey, Ed Marx,
D.L.Murphy, David Parnell, Lilly Roddy, Ann Walton Sieber, Chris Sill, Sandy Stutz, Pete
Szatmary, Craig Thistleton, and Scooter Workinger.



Friday, November 10

BASIC TRAINING REGISTRATI

with Billboard DJ - Chris Sill Thc & Dance
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'md- Tont fwslni\._

[¥ank
vorldirenowned

remixpvi -c.n-_ry JRATTIS (Htnderpuss)

bringSESENNSNNIEY e [ 1he Pool

J  BY RUBIORANIKID MADONNY
WIMERKMFUTUREBOYSHSWN
REREEtaic e WHERWOU Buy a WEEKEND PASS for S15

MEPRERSTSTON  713-759-9606

SHANNON R. SCHRADER, M.D.
Family Practice

SOCIETY FOR THE FERFORMING ARTS
Hriagray the Worids Best o Husistas

presents

DRACULA

The Music and Film
Performed by
Philip Glass and

Kronos Quartet
Michael Riesman, Conductor

SOUTHHAMPTON
Medical v Group

To Unhversal Pictures’ b
1931 film classic |r__ 'i”.lr]p’ P'l’h .|'|"l g Ir”1 care

DRACULA

starring Bela Lugosi

Original Music
by
Philip Glass
4101 Greenbniar, Suite 200

Houston, Texas 77098

Most insurance plans accepted.

Start feeling better today.

(713)520-5537

Visit our website at

http:/ [ www.southmed.com

“% %! This rendering could become the L 7AC1La of cholce..” -USA Today

PENNYE M.
Saturday_, November 4, Zﬂﬂﬂ_, Jones Hall, 8:00 p.m. ROHDE | PAC
For program notes visit our website at www.spahouston.org
713-227-45PA
ticketmaster

ticketmaster. com
Fiesta - Foley's - Krogar

KUHF887FM
Coaemsan Ml PR S

SHANNON R.
SCHRADER. MD

Continental
Airlines

FOLEY'S
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Divine Dining

Readers’ Choice
Best New Restaurant: Sonoma
(runner-up: Barnaby's)

In the beige mosaic tile lobby, the only
clue you have to what goes on just above
your head is a curvy, swervy, translucent
paper and pink-lit sculpture-chandelier.
But once you take the stairs, passing rusty
glowing glass sconces, you discover the
smash of style the lobby only hinted at—
the very thing that has made Sonoma a
fascinating, sexy, delicious haute cuisine
hybrid—a new millennium supper club.
Dim lights, arresting artwork, circle
booths, and see-me center tables are
intriguingly bookended by the city glow
from an enormous deck outside and the
spotlights of a grand stage within. Sonoma
boasts some of the best service in the city
(we're gonna miss Julie more than we can
say), and tastiest, savviest fare served in
romantic, almost glamorous surroundings.

The portabello mushroom nachos are the
stuff’ of miraculous legend and the cham-
pagne risotto chicken is a rich, indulgent
masterpiece. Cocktails are served 1920s
stiff, the food sublimely served and pre-
pared, and Sonoma (on California, get it?)
features one of the best wine lists in the
city. The only beef? The music. From big
bad jazz combos to (con)fusion puitarists,
Sonoma’s stage is begging for the perfect
accompaniment to the impeccable every-
thing else—one sensual chanteuse and her
key-fondling piano man, cooing about the
lush life, stormy weather, and the one that
got away. Deservedly, Sonoma takes the
Best New Restaurant title. (Steven Foster)

Queerest Curse: [hat Place On Alabama
Museum. That South Ameriean place.
Podmore’s. That new place. And a few other
poor unfortunates who decided to make the
charming two-story villa on Alabama
across from the Menil and catty-corner
from the Houston Center for Photography,

1H\ ?{o&!-?{ ‘!Lc- ?Lic

best nlw rest &ur‘anf:

1 i
KF? Ulr.}-\ﬁcr'j of gn-\nha.

this arty location is the Blair Witch coven
HQ of Houston. Museum was an arty
homo-friendly hideaway with killer cock
tails and delicious dining. Its fate? DOA
after a year. South American bistro? You'd
think the Contras had attacked and taken
no prisoners. Podmore's was horrendous, so
that one was kind of expected. But what of
the others? Will any intrepid toque dare to
take this space and whip up a recipe that
will break the curse? Somebody get the
rainbow flag and the crucifix and start
hailing Mary, Mary,
needs an exorcism worse than Trent Lott
needs a heart transplant. (SF)

because this place

Most Missed: Toopees

Boo-hoo. Sob, sob. This one really hurt.
And, worse, for most of this year, on the
way to Cactus to rent the latest hip vid, or
stopping nearby at the ever-cool Alabama
Ice House for a cold one, we were forced to
drive by the tombstone location and miss
the good thing that we had. (At least now




there's another restaurant in the building. )
From the food to the friendship, losing
Toopees was like losing a limb. (SF)

Readers’ Choice
Best Vietnamese: [Mal's
(runners-up: Him Son, Mo Monag)

Despite the urban legendary golden rule
(NEVER look in the kitchen when the
doors swing open), Mai's has maintained
ite downtown charm and satisfying menu,
While lunch 1s full of the usual easual suits
and ties, it is the later, nocturnal hours
where Mai’s exudes her discreet urban
seduction. Its diner-bright light is an
Edward Hopper-esque beacon in down-
town's darker edges and, once you step
inside, you're greeted with a pleasant andio
mix of whispered and guffawed conversa-
tion, the energetic hustle of efficient
servers, and an intoxicating aroma of some

of the best Vietnamese cuisine this side of
the homeland. Oh, Mai, indeed. (SF)

Readers’ Choice

Best Italian: Riva's

(runners-up: Michaelangelo’s. Macaroni Grill,
Mia Bella, Vincent’s)

Under the gracious ownership of
Michael and Joseph Siboyeh, Riva's has
been staunchly supporting the gay commu-
nity since they opened at this location. And
supporting them back is nothing but a
treat: The atmosphere is calming, the wait-
ers very Montrose, the food is fresh and
waonderful, and the sweet creations by
pasty chef Pierre-Yves Lumbroso are delec-
table. I think of Riva's as a refreshing
green plant, or an underwater boat—any
image that conveys peace and healthy nur-
turing. Riva’s is where 1 go when Baba
Yega or Barnaby's just seem too hectic, 1

e - )
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want more of a téte-a-téte. I walk in the
door and they know to start grilling me
their fat tasty salmon ringed in roasted
veggies. [ sit by the huge shady plate-glass
windows, fascinating companion across
from me, wine glass in hand...all is well
again, (Ann Walton Sieber)

Readers’ Choice
Best Mexican: Cafe fidobe
(runners-up: La Mexicana, Ninfa’s, Pappasito’s)
This, the Cozumel of Queso Cuisine, is
truly the place on HoMonday, where it's
hard to tell which is more gloriously pre-
sented (the meals or the men); more potent
(the margaritas or the men); or louder ithe
lisping erowd or the clothes they wear). No
matter, this Mexican mecea is still king for
south-of-the-border comfort food that is
always consistent and never too challeng-
ing on the tastebuds. {SF)

* LASER HAIR REMOVAL « BOTOX = COLLAGEN -«

Unique Uptown Day Spa

Call for free consultation
& free laser patch test.

713-572-4247
2630 Sage Road

{ocross from Macy's @ Thie Galleria)

% ek mage

MICRODERMABRASION = LASER HAIR REMOVAL

» CELLULITE THERAPY * CHEMICAL PEELS * MASSAGES * FACIALS
« XO109 « SIOVSSYW « SIVIDVH » dN-INVW ININVWId

William wishes to thank
OutSmart Readers

for voting him

" \Malg Hair Stylist

William Fingleman

SUPERCUTS

As hip as you want to be.
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713.523.2292 3413 Kirby at Richmond

ROB SCHMERLER & STAFF
713.661.7700 Your

-
Busipess Insurance » Workers Compensation Communlt}’
Group Health « Life Insurance & much more I

Agency!

SCHMERLER

For Hone, Health and@Aito Insurance

Call. ;jfﬁ gy Jora Quote.

Time for
a New
Appoach to '

Real Estate

11 Years
Experience-
Buying
and Selling

Franklin Green
Realtor/ Associaie®

713.869.0456"
713.846.3577 painy
fgreen@coldwellba
Fngt'n9242@ac)J.
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11011 Brooklet Dr, Sune 320
Houston, Texas 77089

713.333.3755
Ext.306

Lee Borba “We lease all makes and i
Iborbai@superiorleasing.com mﬂdels new arf.d used”

2001 Hondo GIVIC DX....covovvvvensiiareeseierinens ..5229 2000 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo .. ..
2000 Nissaon Frontier P/U : 1 2000 VoIV SA0.......c.coveneseoveereeesssmeenss .
2001 W Bestle GL TR e
2001 VW Jsfta GLS BRI RE VBT it
2000 Ford Mustang LX 2O0HVWERASSOt GLX .. ciinniins
2000 Honda Accord SE ) RODEVAEHIETRTL ... 0t oo svmiarsn sresnsnarmsnsansens
2000 Toyofa Camry LE 2000 Mercades C230

LEATHER » LEVI » RUBBER * FETISH ®* UNIFORMS The same thing that makes q h()l]‘le
4 = .
! more than just another house...
= <
o = pe =
Readers’IChoice L }J.-'ll.'l|-1l.' .‘"s'-\r--u.-_lm‘--. ['f '\\Ii%fl'-i'lr-lll'F d a former h.‘:li|\' Imiﬁ':im_:lt-'.t I'I‘Il'llil.l‘i‘%k'l!'ll‘:- of g é l make : Bdnk Ur
Best Chinese: MMing’s Cafe Unitarians. As hearty as Zorba the Greek, the Village's sprawl, all the food at Thai =2 ﬁ ’{ 3
IR Hllf_'lﬂl'l.ﬂ.mgun_. Ham's) b item in the house is full of ﬂ-t\lt-r. Spice tastes F1----'!_| and intriguing, f'r-'-rﬂ_1|1v : |Z L / | f\l’l‘ltl‘lt‘ﬁ \'l[ tgag{'
Serving up stir-fries, crispy green beans, from the mousaka to the souvlaki. (AWS grilled tenderloin salad in ginger-lime G 3 o —
and killer egg ru!ll:é. Ming's has |\Jk'..‘n'.l'll': sauce to the Pho Take seafood gtew. (AWS) . = more than |U.§‘?ﬂ?
landmark status in only four years: The Readers’ Choice g m . noih Py
late-night chopstick feast on their patio Best Cajun: Ragin’ Cajun Best Sushi: Cafe Japon g f:! ¥ ik it 18
under the stars has become an essential It's Houston's authentic source of craw- Offers every seaweed, rice, seafood bt 5
part of the Montrose repertoire. Their staff  fish, red beans and rice, and everything combo in your heart’s desire, and they can Q El
always cheerful and welecoming, Ming’s has you'd eat with Tabasco for more than 20 all be requested in user-frmendly terms, so E =
t-'ndfn:il'l'd_ itsell to the .L‘-lnl“nU!li{_\’ '_E'il'.il years. The ntu‘-.mp}'._c-!'l- i 50 lh].t"!i here, you no butchering of the Japanese |E-1H§_§'|.Icl'__{|‘ is = E" . It’s the iJ(‘H'lll{‘ inside
many a GLBT organization hag benefited could trick yourself that you'd just stepped necessary. Also, almost the entire restau- g Es ¥ ake the dilendcs
from their donations, Located within a for in from the wharf, and thev're gay-friendly rant is one big sushi bar, so there is no mis- =z ﬂ 10 TIRKE (R ST
tune cookie's throw of Montrose and to boot. When [ asked where owners Frank taking what is good here. (Joy Fajardo) § E At Bank {-A‘ hink find hould b
v . ‘. 3 . 1 1 1 I i i : 3 : - :
Westheimer, the Ming's marquee provides Messina and Luke Mandola learmed to cook o & ?"' o l‘ﬂ_IBTICG. we think finding mertgage resauroes should bs easy
: = 1 f SR Al P = i o e . : . S That's why we’ve created a remarkable team of friendly, knowledgeable
d SOmeumes sSolemrn, fl en chneeky com- ajun, the answer | receivec wWas, " rrom Readers’ Choice = o= mengg{! experts, all as individual as the ccmmuniry ﬂ'le)" sarve.
mentary on Montrose life. 2703 Montrose,  their mommas.” 4302 Richmond, 713/623-  Best Indian: Bombay Palace | &
T13/529-TREE (AWS) 6321. (AWS) When you're in the mood for Houston's t - ¢ J
best sag paneer in an elegant setting ode g Winston Hong’ Account EXECUhVE
s =T=8>4 | [ - oL o | 4 =
Readers’ Choice Readers’ Choice Bombay Palace is the place to go. The food o : Tele (71 3, 669-4472
: = ] gt . . | / =
Best Greelk: [liko Niko’s Best Thai: Thai Spice is rich and redolent, the waiters courteous |§ B = =
_ Hrr'\'lljg '(“J“U.[.] hhs-:n.'i._'_r Greek food since  (runners-up: Bangkok Palace, Thai Pepper, and elegant, the lights (ii.llﬂ.lhv farnishings 1= T BankOf Amerlca_ —
1977, Niko Niko's is the crossroads of Nit Noi) sumptuous and refined. The lunch buffet is ’ ‘,’\
Montrose, where you can see just about Thai Spice’s serene second-story dining a treat as well. However, look sharp, Bank of- Amerita Morbgage /“
everybody pass through on a Saturday room and congenial baleony tables makes because of the encroach of the new Central )  THS-202-01-01
night, f!”T” Urban Animals, to hungry for a most ambient atmosphere. Located in Market, Bombay Palace is moving to 4100 e Hokeres iyl ERlIpG 15T 404
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Westheimer, across the street from their
longtime location. (AWS)

Readers’ Choice

Best Vegetarian: fl Moveable Feast
runners-up: Baba Yega, Hobbit Cafe,
Souper Salad)

With a good variety to choose from and
food that is consistently sparkling with
freshness, Moveable Feast's vegetarian
cafeteria-style lunch (you pay by the
pound) is the easiest and most delicious
way to satisfy that healthy urge, Eat in
their sunny dining area, the sky blue
booths filled with interesting healthy-
looking folks. (AWS)

Readers’ Choice
Best Cheap Eats: Barnaby's
[runners-up: La Jaliscience, Chef's Cafe)

It's fast, it's funky, and it spans salmon
to spaghetti (well, they ecall it Whole
Wheat Pasta with Marinara, but we know
the truth). Go wvisit Cuba, Jentry Nicole,
and the gang...where else can you get food
with an attitude? There are even two loca-
tions, now that the Shepherd store is
open. (However, purists know that the
Fairview location is the only true
Barnaby's.) (Shane Hennessey)

Best Vegetarian You Might Not Know
About: Quan Yin
Quan Yin is located at the corner of

Bellaire and Wilcrest just outside the
beltway. It is 100-percent vegetarian.
They use no animal products whatsoever.
And they have a wonderfully extensive
menu of Chinese and Vietnamese choices.
If you are looking for your favorite with-
out the meat, they have it. One of the fun
things is that the menu has pictures of
what your food will look like. They have
great lunch specials, close at 9 and are
not open on Mondays. For a real treat,
give them a try. (Lilly Roddy)

Readers’ Choice

Best Swanky High-end Establishment: Café
finnie

(runners-up: Tony's, Mark's)

When you want the very best, Café
Annie delivers in every way. Out-of-this-
world food (each dish is a work of art), the
city's best wine list, and the impeccable
service all add up to make this Houston's
finest dining experience. Under the ingen-
ious palate of master chef Robert Del
Grande, Café Annie was named in the top
three fine dining rooms in America last
year. Houston’s gay community knows a
good thing when they taste it. (Chris Sill)

Best 24-hour Restaurant: House of Pies
When it is fondly referred to as “House of
Guys,” there is no other place for a gay per-
son to nurse her or his impending hang-
over. It is the best place to network,

A Real
Community

Bank

7 \.
CAPITAL BANK

EDIC, INSURED

Friendly, Personal
Independent Bank

713-529-0001

fax: 713-529-0033

3007 S. Shepherd

(corner of Alabama & Shepherd)

_Top Choice

. TOWN CAR

s

* Airport Transfer $52
All Occasions

Hourly Rates Available

*Innerloop, to either IAH or Hobby

= 0
OLealiured & M/f erliy

o R R gl T, y

This handsome three-bedroom/two-and-a-half bath home in Houston Heights was thoughtfully
designed to take full advantage of its oversized lot. The living and dining rooms apen to a large
gourmet kitchen with oversized butcher-block island that fnvites family and friends to indulge
in good food and great conversation. The master retreat, located downstairs, has his and her
walk-in closets and a “spa™inspired bath with double sinks, whiripoal tb, and separate shower.
Two generous-sized bedrooms with large closets, one bath camplete the upstairs. The fully-
fenced oversized lot is a private refuge from city life and consists of o covered deck, pool and |

spa, plus gorgeous landscaping with sprinkler system. A must-seell ......$324,000
(_(J'\‘ (LT H-'l"'u’r‘:‘f f-f?‘f')'('ﬁ/f{ff’ meu
- BANKER O
g Bryan K.Williams

T713/869-0456 SWILLEY SON REALTORS

281/236-54T75 (cell)

Heuston 15 71008

For @ virtual tour of this home and others, visit www.coldwellbankerhouston.com.

LOBO

Bookshop and Cafe

3939-S MONTROSE BLvVD.
HousTon, TX 77006
713-522-5156

Just some of the popular new items at Lobo!

LaLuna! Sarah
Brightman preforms
hits from today &

'he long-awaited
novel by author
Armistead Maupin,
| who brought us the

| T . | Tales of the City
Nl I | series
L R | r

@ has a large
| selection of

ARMISTEAD
MAUP |\

vesterday on her latest
CD. This is one voice
you'll be sure to

remember.

Music,
the highly
anticipated

Lobo now

latest from

av
.hd S 2001 Madonna,
arrived! Calenders S
in stock. novel

Thank you to all who voted, making us “Best G ovokstore” and

“Best Dessert”. We look forward to secing and serving you in the future.
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-+ River Oaks
chrvsler-l’lvmnuth Jeep

www.riveroakschrysler.com

Houston’s most

conveniently located dealer.

Serving the community
for over 30 years!

ORI AT rh econd Chance Financing Available

fu ' = T .
Finance Mgr. Apply by Phone.

L'—lll.l‘lt: II]L'I'J\-\']I(.‘L](""[ I\'L'I'.'ill\..\LiII '\"‘,]L'E.LllJ."I'I

Family Owned & Operated

7Z13-524-3189
rax: # 13-831-2854
4807 Kirby Dr. at Southwest Fruy.
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because if you stay long enough to smoke a cigarette, you might catch
the entire gay community pass through on a weekend night. Also, the
waitstafl is ever-so-friendly, knows almost everyone by name...and is

unshockable. There is always service with a smile even at 3 a.m. (JF)

Readers’ Choice
Best Coffee: Starbucks
(runners-up: Lobo, Diedrich)

I don’t know anything about Starbucks's decaf mochas with a
twist of whatever, but [ do know that Starbucks I.v'ipen‘if-u'ﬂ]]y the one
on Montrose at Hawthorne) has one helluva good iced coffee. 1t
taste like real coffee and is as strong as the odor of a person who
doesn't use deodorant in Houston’s heat...uh, maybe that’s not such

a good analogy. Let's just say that this java house, with a slew of

gay clerks, is obviously gay-friendly, and I never fail to see gay
clientele waiting in line for their buzz of the day. P.S.: Buy coffee for
the whaole office and watch the atmosphere change from gloomy to

gay. (Blase DiStefano)

Best People Watching: Cafe Brazil

With a relaxed atmosphere and live music every night,
people come here for a watering hole. Students, musicians, artists—
all come to camp with their laptops and books and to soak up the
vibes for inspiration and seek good conversation. (JF)

Readers’ Choice
Best Dessert: Lobo
(runners-up: Empire Cafe, Crossroads)
OK, readers, you're talking about the cakes and the pies, right?
You are, right? Riiiiiiight. (SF)

visit our store online...

www.compxchange.com

Rentals Available 2uality Systems

on Laptop, Projectors o Competitive Prices

and Network for

o Old-Fashioned Service

Corporate BUSLMESSES
® Sharp. Speedy Repatrs

member In Store anel On Site

Greater Houston e
Cray and ~Leshian H
Chamber of Commerce

e O Mputer
exchange

713-529-6789

all sorts of

vbrceyaean Telecom Wireless (;5*

F: ?y Plan Allows Up
to 2 Free Phones

FreeNokia 5190

With approved credit and 1 year service agreement

Free

Audiovox

1100

With approved credit and 1 year service agreement

PRIMECO

Free

leather case, car charger and hands free

200 minuTES 5,:4 99

'I','.'H- ." ae ,I._.r

14 |}| stance

Family Share Plan

3000 minuTES $74.95

1000 anytime minutes

1000 weekend minutes

Free

1* incoming minute, voice mail,
caller 1.D., and car charger

Pre-pay or
Na Contract Phone

1000 VST TO VST minutes

2808 Milam 12320 Bellaire

713.807.1100 281.568.6108

M-F 9:00 to 7:00 SAT 11:00 to 5:00

2000 minuTes $54.99

1000 anytime minutes
1000 weekend minutes

5193 FM1960 W
281.397.7320 281.988. 7400

SUN Closed

*49.00

11507 Bellaire
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InsumedeFree Estimates-Relferences

Entry « French « Patio
Solid Hardwood Doors
Steel & Fiberglass Security Doors
Insulated Beveled-Leaded Glass Doors
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Big or Small, We Do It All

Construction
Company

John Shelley. Owner

Interior and Exterior Residential

Repair, Restoration and Remodeling

Froudly Serving Honston s GLBT Comnitrnty Stnce 1996

7138547010

Insured = Free Estimates = References
Specializing in Hardi Plank Siding » Endorsed by Sherwin-Williams

SPORTS INJURIES

SPORTS THERAPY

SOFT TISSUE INJURIES

REHABILITATION
Elizabeth ). Baker, DC

Kenneth W. Lester, DC
in the office of
KIRBY CHIROPRACTIC

2727 Kirby Drive
Suite 324
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Night Life

Best Martini: Mo Mong

Escape the stress of the workday by
stepping into the cool and relaxing
Mo Mong. On Wednesday
bound to make new

ambiance of
evenings you're

friends in the cozy bar area where you'll
find a mixture of young to middle-aged
half-priced martinis.

Add one of nine different flavors to your

professionals sipping
vodka and upgrade to Mo Mong'’s “famous

Abeolut-infused martinis.” Charming
“Mo Mong creates a

atmosphere for gay

manager Viet says,
comfortable people
that allows them to be themselves.” Qur
advice: Upgrade the martini and bring a

designated driver. (CS)

Best Yodka Martini:

Made by Matthew Remington at Pacific Street
Matthew Remington has been bartend-

ing at Pacific Street 1994.

the downstairs bar by the

sinece You ecan
find him at
door to the patio. He is one of the friend-
liest, most engaging (and handsome!) bar-
tenders in
vodka
worth pursuing. So
at. PS to dance and make

town. His skillfully-made
martinis are a guilty pleasure
the next time you're
merry, add a
touch of sophistication by treating vour-
vodka
Montrose! (Jeffrey Downs)

sellf to the greatest martini in

Best Margarita: El Tiempo

Fresh lime juice, quality tequila, and
the perfect frozen consistency are of the
utmost importance when it comes to great
margaritas. El Tiempo supplies all three
results in their
While other
cantinas may be more popular, they don't

with consistently greal

standard frozen margaritas.

deliver the frozen goods on a regular basis.
Nl\ njt‘]tl‘d l‘i:TH_‘; ar .‘;\\'l‘l“'l -'1I'IRI S0Ur mixes
here! With locations at hoth 3130
Richmond and 502 Main, El Tiempo serves
them up right...a la natural. (CS)

Readers’ Choice
Best Lesbian Bar: Club Rainbow
(runners-up: Chances, The New Barn)

Mix pumping dance music with a festive
gay and straight clientele, throw in a sexy
female dancer or two in an intimate club
environment, and you have a recipe for the
fun we call Club Rainbow. Pretty girls are
definitely not in short supply here, Owner
Alexis Wasifuddin raises the adrenaline by
prowling the bar, mike in hand, daring
patrons to take lll,:i‘l}- shots off a provoca-
tive dancer.
less smoky than most. (Sandy Stutz)

This bar is also cleaner and

I’ ] * 1 { %
Michrs beysnd comparel Jeery, Wan, ST

fhe gayest B gqreafed dance

Best Lesbian Bar, Wednesday Night: Bocade’s

Besides being one of the few places that
does not count on a jukebox as the sole
source of music, Bocado's is an upscale
and stylish place to catch a few drinks
after work and dance off some steam.
Always hopping on a Wednesday night,
besides a little too much Latin musie, the
)} always rocks the house with a great
lance selection. The crowd is polished
ind professional, and the scenery, wink,
wink, ain't too bad. (JF)

Readers’ Chaoice
Best Drag Bar: EJ's
(runners-up: Cousins, Rascals)

Drag seems to be a somewhat political-
¥ incorrect term these days. Let's just
say the best female impersonators can be
seen one block north of Westheimer on
Ralph Street. EJ’s, a popular neighbor-
hood bar, is the perfect venue for per-
{formers. Newly remodeled, it still main-
between stage and
talent

tains its intimacy
audience. A fun spot to watch new
emerge or view seasoned pros pick up fist-
fuls of ones. (Craig Thistleton)

Readers’ Choice
Best Dance Club: Rich's
(runners-up: Pacific Street, Inergy)

For over 20 years faithful denizens of
the nightlife have turned to Rich's for the
best in Houston night clubbing. Trendy,
edgy, and always good for some late-night
exploration, Rich's has never failed to
live up to its reputation of having its fin-

ger placed firmly on the pulse of what's
hip, cool, and classy. (David Parnell)

Readers’ Choice
Best Leather Bar: Ripcord
(runner-up: Uenture M)

Every night of the week you can find
men in Levi's, leather, or uniform. Monday
night even gets the men down to their box-
ers for happy-hour prices. Friday and
Saturday nights, you can take in the
leather aroma till 4 a.m. The garden patio
is always popular, and the local leather
clubs guestbartend outside on Saturday
nights. Should you forget to strap on your
cod piece, you can pick up some new
leather and accessories in the shop located
inside the main bar. (Seooter Workinger)

Readers’ Choice
Best straight bar: Prague
(runners-up: City Streets, Roxy, Griff's, Tonic)
Once you get past the velvet rope, you're
in for a treat. The “In” gay crowd has obvi-
ously discovered this trendy downtown
club. Prague is almost as serious about its
partying as any gay club could be, which
adds to the gay-friendly environment. Only
that infamous staircase that severely con-
stricts the flow of the dress-to-impress
crowd flaws the gorgeous interior. Advice
on getting in: dress up and bring all vour
straight girlfriends with you. (CS)

Best Cigar Bar: Sambucca’s
Come only for the atmosphere and the
cigar bar upstairs. The cigar bar is closed

s/~

7

Bringing you the Best of Urban Living

Urban Living at it's Best!! Recent mnsbuctrm
Victorian Rew home in Sunset Heights. Plne
floors, berber carpet, Canadian cherry wood
cabinets. Professional landscaping & more.

5651 PineSt.......u$129,500
Really nice two-story, patio hoome w/4
bdrmsf2.5 baths & 2 cat garage. Master
down, berber carpet, 2 fireplaces, one In
Master bedroom. 37« 13'ft. patio.

SHADY ACRES in
the HEIGHTS

NEW HOMES by
BUILDERS CONSTRUCTION

931 West 22 Street

931 West 22 Street $209,900
1404 West 24" Street $265,000
1416 West 24" Street 4265,000

Qutstanding new constructionl 10 ft.
ceilings, woad floors, flreplates and
balconies. Quality at value ‘prices. Guest
quarters optional.
Terre Coffman
Realtor Associate
713-869-0456 Ext. 220
713-869-7570 Fax
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in by a wine colored velvet drape and wel-
comes the outcast with a well stocked
humidor, leather couches, TVs, a bar, and
checkerboard walls, The place for smokers
to hang out and ecatch the jazz. (JF)

Readers’ Choice
Best after hours: Club Some
(runners-up: Club Nsomnia, Ripcord)

It's a Houston institution. A place where
creatures of the night gather to dance till
the sun comes up . . . and then some. Other

after-hours clubs have come and gone but

Some continues to attract the who's who of

clubbing with its legendary music and DJs
From rave kids to drag queens, this late
night favorite is truly one of Houston's best
melting pots. Hours: Wed—-Sun., 1

am.—~dawn. (CS)

Best
Community
Biz

Gayest & Greatest Music: Soundwaves
“Blockbuster Music is now Wherehouse
Music¢,” the urban demo-friendly voice
coos. “Oh, shut up, corperate crap.” we
reply. If we're not downloading Napster,
we're riding Waves. This icon of musical
independence has successfully stayed
true to 1ts one-note r‘n.'_u'|gi!r|'.|_;_{ tune—that
one note being F(*#@ing)-sharp. From
humble beginnings to a hugely successful
regional chain, this gang of atores contin-
ues 1o ._\up[)h the hottest tunes at the
hippest prices. In-store signings ground
zero for the Pumpking laxi smash), magi-

:al murals (ke local anime culti-fave

THERS FIF A SRS  CHES

ADV), thrilling threads (the place to go

for BC Ethic and bowler-chic), superb surf

stuff, blindingly cool eyewear, tasty time-
pieces, and, oh, yeah, CDs for cheap—
there is no other music land than
Soundwaves. (SF)

Best Place to Frame k.d. lang or Nathan
Hollywood Frame Gallery

OK, so the name makes it sound like it's

Lane or...:

a gallery of frames...which is not totally off

the mark. It's just that in the frames are
movie posters, lobby cards, and auto-
graphed stills, which are available for pur-
chase. Also, if you want your poster or pho-
tograph professionally framed, the gay-
friendly owners, Kathleen and Rick, can do
it exquisitely, Oh, you can peruse through
unframed movie posters and photos, also
available for purchase. They're located at
2431 Bissonnet, 713/952-8885. (BD)

Readers’ Choice

Best antique store: River Oaks Antiques
(runners-up: Rosenkavalier, Texas Junk Shop.
Heights Antiques)

Roger Howard got into the antique busi-
ness some 20-plus years ago, when he
inherited a house in Kansas and all its con-
tents, including a lot of glassware. When
he sold the items, he was “shocked™ at the
prices paid, he says in his dry way, and an
antique dealer was born. Roger opened the
River Oaks Antique Center twao years ago
in the unlikely location of a former
Academy surplus store), and since then has
held fundraisers for Annise Parker and sev-
eral community organizations. (C. Bagby)

Gayest Gallery in the Universe: Hyde
Park Gallery

n the heart of the Montrose har scene

shane hennesey

MEd, LPC,CHt

* Hypnotherapy & Psychotherapy
* Addictions

* Body/ Mind/ Energy work

» Spiritual growth & exploration

* Reiki

/118.522.0388

ethan@ pdg.net
nttp://freeweb.pdg.net/ethan
1712 Fairview
MC/Visa Accepted

Cash receipts for insurance reimbursement

Carolyn L. Gardiner, M.D.

Board Certified Internal Medicine

' Scnaemn? r
and Cholestero
* Appointments Available

|+ Most Insurance Plans Ac

* FREE PARKING
W

Converiently located intheHeights

411 W. 21st, Suite #2
Houston, TX 77008 '

713-802-9740 |
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PHOTOGRAPHY
3505 Lousiana St
Houston, TX 77002
F13/596-1747
Vi waasallen, Gor
Flan@woodalan.cam

THE LOVETT INN

Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

Historic Accommodations » € .};rpmwrr' ,ﬂl-f.-‘r.ri:;rg Raoms
*» Banguet Facilities ® Jacuzzi Suites » Pool/Hot Tub
o Near Downtown, Musenms and Medical Center

501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006
(713) 522-5224 » (800) 779-5224
Fax (713) 528-6708 Lovetinn.com

YOU'LL LOVE IT!
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Dr. Mania Minicucci and the Center for
Creativity Knowledge and Change
specializes in contlict resolution/mediation
for couples, groups and organizations. Let

us help your organmization move to the next
level of effectiveness with team building and
effective communication skills.

This 1s an innovative approach to conflict
resolution and mediation developed
through 20 years of experience working
with couples, groups, and organizations
in conflict.
This method is:

* Results-oriented

* Short Term (generally 6-12 sessions)

* Affordable

Is yvour relationship worth it?

Maria E. Minicucei, Ph.D.
Human Behavior Specialist
3959 W. Loop Soath, Suite 525 » Bellaire, TX 77401

713/592-5262

E-mail; drmeam @cs.com

DRINK SPECIALS 8:00-10:00 PM

Well Drinks * Long Necks + Draft Beer * Neon'Glo Shots
$2.00, $2.00 $1.50 $1.00

Thanks for voting us Best Lesbian Bar 2000!

COME PARTY WITH OUR GORGEOL'S GLOW GIRLS ON

BOTH DANCE FLOORS!
fSescresReREROPROERNRRROERRERRRRE

WEDNESDAY » Y Ay AN« ELNDAY

BOOK YOLR PARTY MOV, ERES

NIEV

ER A COVERI!
C

——a
S gy

HARDWARE STORE SQUARE-OFF

By D.L. Murphy

* Best Hardware Store (if you know what you're doing): Home Depot, North Loop

This store features a wide selection, low prices, and knowledgeable personnel. Also, they
don't sling the "tude you get at the 610 and Fourness store (see below).

* Best Hardware Store (if you don’t know what you're doing): Southland Hardware

A real, live, old-fashioned hardware store. You either like what they have or go elsewhere.
However, if you're clueless, or even semi-clueless, the advice yvou get ie well worth the
slightly higher prices and limited selection.

+ Best Hardware Store (to cruise in): Homo, oops, the Home Depot at 610 and Fourness.

[f you're famme, stand there and look clueless. If you're butch, wander around and watch
mt for the dazed-looking sisters. Just remember, at least half of them know more than you
lo, they just seem to be helpless. Sorry, boys, 1 just really don't want to know about vou

and hardware.

_‘-l'-T M L.
Al o e |1

CSmart
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Heaven Isn’t Far Away!

' ...and you don’t need an airport to get here!

P SSS'.' (It's not over.)

Lush tropical garden, beautiful birds,
a heated pool and spa, beautiful rooms
and suites, plus much, much, more!

I TILLT

: 2899908080
Wi R

VISIT US AND SEE GALVESTON ' - TR )
g R T e

AT IT'S BEST! SPECIAL FALL RATES!

“Paradise”’

A Galveston Island Guest House

409-762-6677
1-877-919-6677

www.Galveston.com/paradise

GAIN.

Free. Anonymous.
HIV testing |
& counseling.

N
\

When buying or selling Galveston Island,
you deserve special attention! Call us, we have lots of it!

ISLAND PROPERTIES, REALTORS

1-877-919-6677 409-762-2262 \;_ . T‘ 4
“Selling Galveston, one yord at @ fime the past 20 years!” Clinic |
2317 AVE. P. » GALVESTON ISLAND, TX 77550 ;ardon Crafoot, M.D |

Hyde Park Gallery is delightfully gay. Owner Larry lola has made
this venue a must-see for both art fanciers and supporters of local “A
color, This cozy two-story regularly hosts a surprising assortment of .

5 ealtor who’s

ABO\ E.THE CROWD.”

‘\ ' * Buying
¥ + Selling
&l * Leasing

.y * Apartment

|'ind out |’mw |'JCU!_‘JIL‘ across America
are using the ancient art of Feng : , : :
e ; artistic stylings in the front two rooms. In the back, Larry's own one-
Shui to i‘”"f—’- success, wealth, of-a-kind masks compete for attention with costumed Ken
wannabe) dolls. Who could resist these pint-sized honeys? Hyvde
Park Gallery, T11 Hyde Park, 713/526-2744, (SS)

romance, health and harmony

into their homes and businesses.

As featured on Dateline and Oprah! Best Convenience Store: Hollywood

The Hollywood convenience store on the corner of Hvde Park and Locating

* Property
Management

Montrose is more than a place to stop for cigarettes or a soda. For
over 10 years it has been a business that openly encourages its gay
clientele. Gay with capital “G,” it offers one of the best selections of

Sandra

Nicholas

is a nationally recognized

Pride jewelry and stickers | have seen so far, and carries numerous
gay publications, You may also find a wide range of imported tobacco
products, if your tastes lean to the exotie. With all the changes going
on in Montrose right now, it's an affirming experience to pop in and

: : ' ’ see the gay community so appreciated. (JD)
Feng Shui consultant and

Sardra ts the founder of Fene Shui Enterprises and has
] f Feng

been in practice stnce 1985. Her work has been featired

on PBS’ Channel 8 and ABC's Channel 13 News.

FOR AN APPOINTMENT CALL 713/861-8336.

lecturer who has t'rH.'f}l'Je’:r‘h'l‘E'l

] i LI
advanced level of study with
H"|’”'."l.ri’-.i'l"."h’fh"'.fh‘.’!i Jll:".f.l’{{ ..\;I"Ha'.

authority, Master Lin Yun.

Member of Feng Shui Guild

s
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807 Hawthorne

Houston, TX 77006

713.526.3212

_j"(.r_t' 713.526.6886
toll free 877.9.vilven
studio@vilven.com
www. vilven.com

PRINT

WEBSITES

ADVERTISING

Best Cruising, Virginia Woolf-style: Book Stop

Forget your smoky bar Cruising for potential mates is best done
from the balcony of the Book Stop's coffee shop. The aerial view
makes it easy to spot cuties that can actually (a) read falways a good
sign) and (b) share your interests. For success, target your prey, set
down your drink, and nonchalantly pick up a similar topic book while
moving into her/his section. “I've read that book,” or “Is that one any
good?” spoken softly with a amile usuaally works, (SS)

Best Resale: Buffalo Exchange
[t's thrift-store finds withoul having to waste time rummaging
through mile-long racks of lavender-colored tights. The employees are

photo by Dalton Dehart

Raymond West, REALTOR®

713.528.1800 orrice
713.859.2333 mosiLE

ray @ positiveprop.com

REMIX

METRO
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Lilly Roddy

ASTROLOGER

* Personal

* Relationships

* Business * Past Life

* Horary—Question of
the Moment

* Regression

* Reiki Master

* Astrology Tape Series

Consultations by Appointment Only

713/529-5842

Gift Certificates * MC/VS Accepted
LillyCath@aol.com
http://www.cybersim.com/hermes

Friday, October 13 * 7 pm

Join us as we honor the individuals and
organizations that support the Center.
Smokin' Hair Day will perform. Beer, wine
and snacks will be served. * $10 donation

Houston Leshian & Gay Community Genter, e,

803 Hawthorne @ Stanford

{twao blocks east of Montrose Bivd )

neosoft.com/~hlgcc 713/524-3818

Also this month: 10/6, 7-9 pm, Building Bridges With Borders
reception at the new Borders River Oaks, 3025 Kirby Drive.

S

ontrose

v 1511'/2 Tarr AT WEsT GRrAY

REASONABLE RATES
HonesT & RELIABLE

e
|

"BRAKE SERVICE | SAVE 20% OFF
| Total Cost of Repair

I

I

| $89 95 | (Parts and Labor)
| Reg. $119.95

One coupon per visit, Not
| arniy oither offer, Expires 10

A/C SPECIAL

*» Check Valves

|

* Check Compressar $1 g 95 I
. |

|

l » Install new front disc pads er rear shoes |
* Resurface front rotors or rear drums
* Road test vehicle

Nede: Semi

| * Check Lines
* Freqn, any parts and labor extra,

Cine coupon per wisit. Not valia with

any other offer. Expires 10/30:00 /

MASSAGE THERAPIST
TOTHE FABULOUS...

The L.i-l_l.'t"-'! and 'nu-l,-!ﬂ_uﬂ;'st
Readers Choice Winner

— 1997 & 2000

E.ﬁ:geﬂt[cﬂ_‘
Jouch

PLESS Jn_:]!1 ir

g f ; §
The .‘]r..-u"r-n L-erhidm D

entrusted fashion experts who filter through

ineoming clothes and only display what they

think is up to season. They rarely go wrong:
You can tell who works there when every
customer is likely to comment on their out-
fit of the day with, “That is so neat!” (JF)

Best Website for a Nonexistent
Organization: Wwuw.neosoft.com/~meeker
"The Meeker Museum is a nonexistent,

-

(Gayet ' b
G_re&f:.‘-—f

nonprofit organization dedicated to the pur-
suit of inner peace through movie stars” or
so reads the first line of this site, which
began as a tribute to B-movie actor Ralph
Meeker and then somehow evolved into a
tribute to dozens of other actors and trends
yvou've somehow managed to neglect. Click
on "inner peace” (at your own risk) and you

may find the Creature from the Black

Lagoon, or a salute to Steve Reeves, or, God

- o D

HOUSTON GYM

““\#1 in Personal Training
713.880.9191

233 Birdsall Negphemorial Park

M-F 6-10 » Sat. and Sun. 10-6

Astrology,
Tarot & More

T
[ ]

Joseph Molina
Tarot & Astrology Readings
Call 713/526-6808

281/745-652] (pager

Join Joseph the third Sunday of each month
for a psychic mini-reading at Xipango Fur-
nishings of the World, 3113 S. Shepherd.
Readings are by appointment only, so call to
schedule your appointment.

Oct.15 = Now.19

DutSmart OCTOBER 2000
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Using COCAINE? COCAINE & OPIATES?

Or Smoking CIGARETTES?

FREE Research Treatment
713-500-2800

[HE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS

"i."" HoustonN
A/

LOCATED IN THE TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER |

Payment for

Participation!

Confidential & Free of Charge

http://trc.uth.tmc.edu

TRAVEL DESK

SercrariziNneg IN Vacarion TRAVEL
Now Open 7 days o week
tn Montrose/ River Oaks Area

FUNJET 500 AGENCY
HEDONISM - GRAND LIDO - BREEZES - BEST PRICES!!!
SUPERCLUB DIAMOND AGENCY

Call Ruth @ 713-524-4899
arbyschulic@decllnet.com

MEXICO ~ JAMAICA - ST THOMAS.- BARBADOS - EUROPE

VERNELL RANDLE

Attorney & Counselor at Law

6575 West Loop
South, Suite 120

* Wills & Probate
» Estate Planning

Bellaire, Texas
77401-3510
713-592-9928
fax: 713-838-0999

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

* Power of Attorney
* Child Support
* Divorce

ART KELLER, D.C.

CHIMNEY Rock CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

Y Wonrk INJURIES T IMPAIREMENT RATINGS
Y Srorts INnuries ¥ AuTo ACCIDENTS
Y ACUPUNCTURE

(713) 781-3344

Se Habla Espanol
All major credit cards accepted

3033 ( HIMNEY Rock, ‘-}'i'lz 440 @ RicHMOND

Perennial

Clockise:
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Readers’ Choice
Favorite Activist: Francisco Sanchez
(runners-up: Ray Hill, Annise Parker)

Readers’ Choice

Ultimate Gay Socialite: 6rant Martin
(runners-up: Scott Croswaithe,

Janine Brunjes)

Favorites:

Gayest
Greatest

Readers’ Choice
Pinkest Politician: finnise Parker
(runners-up: Barney Frank, Dalia Stokes)

Readers’ Choice
Best Place to Volunteer: AiFH,
fissisthers, Beringdmega

{runners-up: Leshian & Gay Community

enter, H.A.T.C.H.)

y ;
/ (g P g -
- o
- - L [
Y abulous Tower Loft. corner uni
1‘1 with hich eeilines, wood floors
ereat colors: masier has two patios
and a city view. Yard with a deck and quick

access to the pool, Downstairs is all set for

computiers and interner....5200.000

Susan K -ll\ Broz
713/880-1400

M; Pr udeniml |

713 /979-6475 T GARY GREEN, REALTORS™ .
N e 1717 Yale St. » Houston, TX 77008 |

Your foca! source for qua!;zy website deve:’opmenr

Here at HouWeb

approach fi

"T You know LJF_' front what your costs will be, no hidder

Ielepim (7'| 3)977.57?5

E-mail: harmy@houweb.com

i 1=

ake a straightforward and simple
take tmn /stery out of develop
205t you can
harges. Of
ge custom projects as well. Pleas
vebsite for @ complete list of packages and pr wmg

(713)426.1585

Website: www.houweb.com

N and personal at a

OutSmart s
60.000
rcm\rr ¥ Jo to

fmrf' c or oLl

every month!

(QutvSmart

.}En'rem Jouir pr offr s/ f
Call Jokn' quy or Wanda ﬁﬂ#ﬂﬁ

7135207287 ¢



e Clubwear

Loungewear
Infimate Apparel
Fashions for men and women

Largest erotic superstore in Houston!
Only 20 minutes from downtown
Visit us at 1207 Spencer Highway at
Allen Genoaq, Take |-45 south, exit at
College/Airport, east 2 miles

713-944-6010

Open 10am - midnight

2295207

help us, the "Wasp Woman.” You can then visit the various galleries
of the museum, among them: "Pevton Place Revisited": "Human
Sexuality in the 20th Century: What were we thinking?"; "Gun
Control: We don't have opinions—we have photos!”; and "The Films
of Conway Twitty." If you like movie stars, especially the lesser-
known ones, you'll love this site. Informative and well-written with
a wonderfully bizarre sense of humor, the site is the work of "cura-
tor" Jack (Varsi) Stalnaker. Some of you may remember hiz 1980s
Showbiz column in the now-defunct TWT magazine. Check it out for
something really different. (BD)

Readers’ Choice
Best Gym: Fitness Exchange
(runners-up: YMCA, Bally's)

Fitness Exchange has been voted best gym since we started the
Gayest & Greatest poll four years ago...and no wonder, for this is the
Montrose gym. Everyone in the neighborhood goes here, from the
serious body seulptors to the queens just in to chat and spectate. Gay-
owned and -operated for 23 years, Fitness Exchange offers massive
amounts of high-tech equipment and an assortment of classes. (AWS)

Readers’ Choice
Best Grocery Store: Hroger
(runners-up: Whole Foods, Randall’s)

The place to shop and meet your friends. Kroger has been such
a mainstay in the Montrose community, it 15 hard to imagine shop-
ping elsewhere. [ clearly remember one day I was there, standing
in line behind a gay couple, a lesbian couple, and two drag queens
And me the TG at the end. | knew | was in my neighborhood. (LR)

Readers’ Choice
Best Gay Bookstore: Lobo
runner-up: Crossroads)

For those who do not thrive on noisy, smoky bar scenes, Lobo on
Montrose Boulevard is a wonderful alternative: a friendly neigh-
borhood coffee shop. A staple in the community, Lobo provides a
quiet social setting with comfortable easy chairs for enjoying a
leisurely coffee or latte, some cake or pastry, and magazine or
newspaper browsing. It is great for rendezvousing with friends,
both old and new (eruising is permitted). The store offers books,
magazines, cards, prints, gifts, and an extensive variety of video-
tapes. Visit it, you'll love it! (Ed Marx)

Readers’ Choice
Best Hairdresser: Will at Supercuts
runners-up: Robin Duncan, Robinhoods, Jon Hendersen)
Will Fingleman has been cutting hair at Supercuts for the past six
vears. Even though he's only one of two gay hairstylists over there, he
18 a huge loval following who just keep telling their friends, who tell
heir friends, who tell.... Sounds like more gets told than just teasing
ips, as the cutting chair conversation (I don't like to call it gossip,”

Will says) ean get pretty spicy. “You hear a lot of things first before
weryone else hears them,” he says. “You know, it'’s such a small com-

munity. The grapevine either starts or ends with me." (AWS)

Readers’ Chaice
Most Supportive of the Community/Best Real Estate Agent:
Suzanne Anderson Properties
Supportive runners-up: Lobo, Gallery Furniture.
teal estate runners-up: Richard Hill, Paul Stanley)

Suzanne Anderson is the winner of two awards this year. As the
irst real estate agent to advertise to the lesbian and gay commu-
ity, she was also the first to openly advertise to the transgender

The Esthetic Practice of
Dr. Randy Mitchmore

Protecting fou
and
Your Jental Realth

LIFE SMILB\

713.592.9300

2617 WEST HOLCOMBE BOULEVARD @ KIRBY
SUITE E, HOUSTON, TX 77025

3RD ANNUAL
N

féBEHFEST

ON POSTOFFICE STREET
OCTOBER 28

OCTOBER 29

JOIN THE FuN!
naried Art Festival * Live Entertainment * Free Admisston
ted fn Dowrtown G ton

For maore Do, go to Www,Gatveston.com

PROUDLY SERVING THE
GREATER HOUSTON
COMMUNITY.

MICHELE MORTENSEN

5414 KATY FREEWAY
HousToN, TEXAsS 77007

713.426.6655

B FarRME RS

- o i (e
e

AUuTO - HOME * LIFE - RENTERS




community. She is a past president of LiB
i Lesbians in Business), and has made her
offices available as a meeting place for the
LGBT community. Her accolades could fill
this page. And the most supportive thing
that she did was to put her money, busi-
ness, and reputation right out there. She
paved the way so that it was easier for oth-
ers to follow. (LR)

Ovur Favorite
People

Readers” Choice
Favorite Athlete: Cynthia Cooper
(runners-up: Sheryl Swoops, Jeff Bagwell)

| ean’t think of another athlete—male or
female—who has worked harder and accom-
plished so much as Cynthia Cooper, who
retired in glory after leading the Comets to
their fourth straight WNBA Championship
this season. Coop didn't pick up a basketball
until she was 16 years old, played street ball
in California, won a scholarship to USC (a
reminder that she played in the deep shad-
ows of Cheryl Miller and the McGee sisters),
started playing overseas in 1986 for 11 vears
in Europe, played on two U.S. Olympic
teams (winning a gold and a bronze), quiet-

Vintage Radio
Circa 1940

ly entered the WNBA in the inaugural year
in 1997, and the rest is history! She is an
incredibly gifted athlete and has fought
through much adversity to accomplish her
awards. Most people would have hung up
their shoes and moved into a new career.
Coop was motivated by the diversity (on and
off the court) and rose to the top. She is a
unique role model who has lead many voung
girls and women to strive for their personal
goals in life. Coop has had an incredible

impact on the city of Houston, the state of

Texas, and the country! You go, GIRL!! I
hope Coop and the WNBA office have plans
for her to stay in the game at some capacity.
She will be missed. (Caroline Burum)

Best Up-&-Coming Activist: Jessica Redman
Jessica Redman is the third fransgen-
dered person to be elected to the board of
the Houston Gay and Lesbian Political
Caucus. As a radio advertising executive,
she was instrumental in getting radio ads
pulled when inappropriate remarks were
made about Houston City Councilmember
Annise Parker several months ago on one
of the AM radio stations. She has also done
a great job this year chairing the Caucus
Fundraising Committee. (C.Baghy)

Best faith activists: Gail and Pat Rickey
Gail and Pat Rickey have worked for sev-

eral years as PFLAG (Parents, Families and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays) activists in
the Presbyvterian Church. They have spear-
headed the fund drive for a paid statewide
position for More Light Presbyterians, the
group working for inclusion of gays and les-
bians in the Presbyterian Church. Pat
recently spoke about gay, lesbian, bisexual,
and transgendered vouth issues at a
convened by

Congressional  hearing

Congress Member Sheila Jackson Lee on

mental health issues. (C.Bagby)

Readers' Choice
Favorite Doctor: Dr. Shannon Schrader
(runners-up: Dr. Patricia Salvato, Dr. Sandra Scurria)
Devoting the last several years of his life
to the medical needs of his patients, Dr
Schrader sets the highest standards for com-
passionate medical care. Not only is he a
great GP, he's a super speaialist in HIV, and
from friends who've needed prostate exams,
| hear the good doctor thankfully has warm
hands. You can find him at the Southampton
Medical Group off Greenbriar. (SH)

Readers’ Choice

Favorite Dentist: Bruce Smith

(runner=-up: Joseph Longoria, Randy Mitchmore
When my family dentist retired a few

vears back, I went to four dentists before

[ finally found Dr Bruee Smith, and now

Post-Modern
Activist
Circa 1999

exercise as a form of medication and an inte-
gral part of rehabilitation from CFS. Exercise
programs for people with CFS are not much
different than any other comprehensive
training program, with cardiovascular,
strength, and range-of-motion training. How-
ever, CFS patients need o pace themselves,
allowing time to build their strength and
adapt to the increased demands of exercise.
And, as with any other physical condition,
CFS patients should consult with their doctar
before beginning an exercise program.
People suffering with depression or CFS
feel limited by their condition from enjoyving
the benefits of an active life. But that doesn't
have to be the case. As anyone who exercises
will tell you, expending energy brings about
increased energy in return. The same may
hold true for individuals who are plagued by
the unexplained symptoms of depression and
chronic fatigue syndrome. So, when faced

with the onset of the “blues,” seek the help of

friends, family, or a professional. Above all, be
good to yourself and don’t neglect exercise.

John-Aaron is a nationally certified personal
tratner, member of the International Assoc. of

Fitness Professionals, and owner of Muscle
Mechanics, a personal fitness training and
nutritional guidance facility. He can be
reached at Musclemech@aol.com.

Family-Owned and -Operated

Books - Music - Gifts

Mon.-Fri. 10-7
Sal. 10-6 = Sun. 1-5

113-993-0550

L34 Westheimer on Midlane
in the Westheimer Oaks Village
(net door to (afe Perrier Restaurant)

www.powersource.com/bmshooks
E-mail: bmsbooks@neosoft.com

Fountains = Windchimes
Handcrafted Jewelry
fryi"ﬁn's and Minerals - Astrological Printouts
.. All-Natural Beauty Products
{ Sensval Dils & Incense
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We need your voice — for our jobs, for our families, for our lives.

COME OUT VOTING * www.hrc.org

.W:C urn Eg“(?r&[lLf 1:11:1 llnt[f.l.'.\t:-lnlii”g 11} Ii\"iilg {JI‘L‘”[__V ilt'ld I“'.'”L'hll_\_. PL‘.UP]C “'F"T kl‘ICJW suameone gﬂ‘r_ are more |:ik|:|}' o vore
for fair-minded candidates. Decisions we make at the ballot box will resonate for decades, including the make-up of the
Supreme Court. Our choice: continue the path of progress or take a sharp U-turn back to the anti-glbr politics of the '80s.

Who Will Pick the NEW SUPREM ES?

_ National Coming Out Day, Oct. 11 - Election Day, Nov. 7

HUMAN
RIGHTS

CAMPAIGN

FOUNDATION

OutSmart
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Rolfing@_

If you can imagine how it feels to live

in a fluid, light, balanced body, free
of pain, stiffnese and chronic
stress, at ease with itself and with
gravity; then you will understand
the goals of Rolfing. Curious?
Call for a free consultation.

Craig Ellis

Certified Rolfer
713.320.7461

Financial
Services, Inc.

Qag * Income Tax Service
* Past Due Returns
a[&u * Qut-of-State Returns
BQD - Estate & Trust Returns
* Business Bookkeeping
* Business Tax Returns
* Notary Public

(713) 522-9000

Fax: (713) 526-6588
2615 Montrose Blvd, - Houston, TX 77006

Preferred J
graphics

GRAPHICS
ADVERTISING
WEB DESIGN

PRINTING FOR THE
;

5225 Katy Freeway, Suite —.-; g
Houston, Texas 77007-2252
dan(@ PreferredGraphics.com

713-862-3312

Armistead Maupin

Lred

6:30 or 7:00 one evening and I didn't put
it down until it was around 1:30 or 2:00.
I finished the book.

That's just what I like to hear [laughs]... That
continues to be the strongest drive I have
when writing—the need to make people want
to keep reading.

At the end of that first chapter, I was in
tears. And then the story changed, and I
was enthralled.

Good. Do me a favor when you write about
it—try to stay as mysterious as possible

without giving the surprise in the middle of

the book.

Consider it done.

A couple of the advance reviewers gave very
positive reviews but almost all of them went
too far, [which]| was tremendously frustrat-
ing.... Most of my life I've been

[Laughs] So how is Further Tales of the
City coming?

Further has wrapped. And it's being edited as
we speak. It should be on Showtime in April
or May of 2001.

So, what do you think?

Oh, I'm thrilled to death. It's twice as sexy as
the other shows.

I can deal with that.

I thought you might like that. All of the ac-
tors get naked at one point. They've been ex-
tremely generous in that regard.

Is Thomas Gibson...

He died in the last one,

Oh, stupid me.

He's furious about that, by the way. 1 talked
to him a few days ago, and he doesn’t like to
even hear me talk about the new show: You
could have let me come back as a ghost or
something. But he remains a dear friend,
but unfortunately we killed off Beecham

inspired by the film Vertigo. It
had a hig impact on me when 1
was a kid and it still moves me
in ways that surprise me, espe-
cially now that I'm approach-
ing Jimmy Stewart’s age. And
I've always wanted to write a
novel that was about human
longing and obsession that
stays very close to the hone
emotionally, but that com-
pletely turns you around half-
way through.

And that it did. So, you're
coming to Galveston in
October.

I'll take wvour word for it
[laughs].

Trust me, you will be here
in October [doing a speak-
ing engagement].... I won-
dered what that entails. s

“] stood in front of the
monitor during a love
scene [for the film
Further Tales of the City]
and found my own jaw
dropping. | tumed to this
woman producer and
said, Oh my God, are we
doing this?

[t'll entail reading the first

chapter of the book, probably the first chap-
ter, usually is. And chatting with the audi-
ence and answering questions. It's what I like
to do the most. [t allows me to have direct
interaction with the readers. So I'm doing
that and a number of gigs in seven or eight
different halls around the country.

I'm glad that Galveston is one of them.
That should be neat because the Grand
1894 Opera House is an intimate little
place. It'll be perfect.

Yeah, it fills my age-old desire to tell stories
directly. I used to do that when | was eight
yvears old—you know, make my friends sit
down around the campfire and tell ghost sto-
ries. It's changed a bit, I just make a living at
it. Still the same little queen 1 was then.

last time around. Billy Campbell’s coming
back...in all his naked beautiful glory. And
so is Paul Hopkins. We have the whole cast
from last time around, including Mother
Mucka (Jackie Burrows) who wasn't actu-
ally in the book. I never really dealt with
what happened to Mother Mucka and I de-
cided this time around I wanted to flesh out
that storyline. And Lea DeLaria plays a
bush pilot in 1t.

A what pilot?

A bush pilot. What other kind would vou ex-
pect? It's like an Alaskan float plane pilot
who flies through the bush.

[Laughs] Oh, that is too perfect.

She had such a laugh out of that. She wanted
us to eredit her that way on the credits,
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where it would say, “Lea Del.aria as The
Bush Pilot.” And Joel Grey has a cameo this
time around playing the guy that presides
over Rock Hudson's Boy Party. Rock Hudson
is called Cage Tyler in Further Tales of the
City, not because 1 felt any compunection
about avoiding naming him, but | was afraid
viewers would spend their whole time saying
That's not Rock Hudson. So we made him into
a sort of generic closeted superstar named
Cage Tyler. It happens that the actor we
picked has some gualities that are very like
Rock. So it was guite eérie for me to watch
that portion

Because you were friends with Rock
Hudson.

Oh yeah, and the pathetic little sexual es-
capade you'll see in Further Tales was
drawn from my own life. [Laughs]| It's pa-
thetic, you'll see. It’s in the book that way,

but it's basically Michael...well, never

Armistead Maupin in Houston in 1985, when he spoke at

MCCR’s 10th anniversary dinner.

mind. Lots of kissing, lots of humping. 1
think it’s sexier, funnier, sadder, faster,
and more adventurous,

And on Showtime!

Yeah, so far there have been no restrictions

whatsoever. Several times I stood in front of

the monitor during a love scene and found my
own jaw dropping [laughs]. I turned to this
woman producer and said, Oh my God, are we
doing this?
Are you concerned about the editing
process at all?
Oh sure, and I'll have a chance to look at the
ough cut, to make suggestions if I feel the
directors made a choice that doesn’t comply
with what I imagined the scene to be. But |
so trust our director a great deal. We've

come to know each other very well and like
each other, His name is Pierre Gang. And he's
gay and has a wonderful combination of sen-
timent and liberal sexual attitudes. And a
greal. visual sense.

I may have to order Showtime just for
that. The only other thing, when you
were doing Celluloid Closet, did you
write that with other people?

I wrote the narration myself.

Then Lily Tomlin eame in and narrated.
Oh, you don't want me to dredge up that tired
old thing all over again.

What I was going to say is that | had
read, probably a couple of months ago,
that she actually came out.

You know, if Lily Tomlin had come out a
couple of months ago, it would have been
big news.

It was in a little publication.

That’s where it always is.

Oh, so you think they just
made it up?

I don’t know, I don't know.
She's been walking the line for
such a leng time that I've lost
interest whether she’s in or
out. If she eame out, it would
supplant Ellen DeGeneres,
you know. Lilly Tomlin's a ma-
jor estahblished star. The sad
reality 1s 1t's too late for Lily
She had her chance and she
missed it. And Ellen made
that abundantly ¢lear when
she came out.

And it was remarkable, too.
I'm not really jaded when it
comes to that.

Oh, I'm hugely moved by what
Ellen DeGeneres did. I have no
patience whatsoever with gay
people who find fault with her
in any way. It's hard to imagine
how she could have done it
with more class. I don't know if you've seen
her new HBO special. It's funny and honest
and just gay enough. And totally her. I was
sitting all by myself just hooting

I'm looking forward to the video. And
thank you so much for your time, I
really appreciate it.

You're very welcome, Blase

Armistead Maupin will be at Galveston’s
Grand 1894 Opera House, 2020 Postoffice, on
Friday, October 13 at 8 p.m. Tickets are
2 14.50 to $55 and are available by calling the
Grand 1894 Opera House's box office at 409/
766-1894. His book, The Night Listener, is
avatlable through HarperCollins Publishers
or at your faverite bookstore.
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Remember Cherry? Founder of
Hazelwitch Productions, co-host of
KPFT's 'Breakthrough, D. J.,
carpenter and occupational
therapist. Now ...

She Wants to Be

YOUR Realtor |

A unique perspective for a unique

home -- yours.
Cherry Wolfarth

=
f@ Prudential
GARY GREENE, REALTORS®

e 3 |
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office: 713-686-5454 /E{E-‘/&\
pager: 2B1-625-3711 ; ; |
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713-690-0209

Sales = Service = Installation
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FrepHadas

& TOYOTA WORLD

Cynthia Chang

Sales and Leasing
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Fred Haas Toyota World
20400 1-45 North Main: (281) 297-7000

Spring, TX 77373 Mobile: {281) 235-5512
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Are you ready for a
change?

Are you n:xlj_\' for
more than “ur(linarlvpH

('llii)l‘:'

Are you ready for a
salon that knows what
looks best on you?

I'hen you're ready for...

IMPACT

COLOR SALON

chgch ’f'ram(mffrr}u it
www.impat:tcnlurr.nm
photos of TMPACT Clienia
| M5 5

Fountain Lake Dr., Suite C-10, Statford, TX 77477

NEED HELP DRESSING?

Jewel’s
Crossdressers Boutique

2404 Taft @ Fairview
Houstfon,TX 77006
713.523.3557
e-mail: txjewel@hofmail.com

Dress sessions (PRIVATE)
Makeovers
Large size shoes
Wigs » Storage
Alterations
.....and more

COUNSELING
Jennifer Segel, LPC

Masters in
Expressive Arts
Therapy

* Individuals
= Groups

* Couples

* Families

* Sliding Scale

Home-base or office-based
713/558-3756
pager: 713/736-4055

HEALING WORK IS
SPIRITUAL WORK

continued from page 871

Lexus set, and sets her class fees accord-
ingly. Mentored by Ernest Perez (the amaz-
ing owner of Ernest & Co.), Kay herself
gave up a status-rich (but spirit-poor)
career. She has quite a following of yoga
monsters—as she affectionately calls her
students—in the gay community. As one of
Houston's few full-time voga instructors,
Kay teaches all over town, but her gavest &
greatest classes are at the Fitness
Exchange, Downtown Y, and the YWCA on
Waugh. (AWS)

Wild About...

Best Place to Find Your Family: Houston

Lesbian & Gay Community Center

It’s all about community, and that’s the
numero uno objective at the Houston
Leshian & Gay Community Center. And of
course having a blast while we're com-
muning. Over two dozen community groups
meet here, from Q-Patrol to the Lesbian
Coming Out Group. The commumity center
has initiated an excellent series of forums
that have been setting the intellectual
agenda for the Houston queer community,
plus actively working at bringing all the
diverse community organizations together,
co-hosting events from Empower to the
Harvey Milk birthday celebration. (AWS)

Best Drag queen, Joan Crawford-style: Joel
Sandel in Die! Mommy! Die!

Joel Sandel was to-die-for as Angela, the
demented diva who schemes to kill her
hubbie so she can run off to New York with
her gigolo boyfriend in Charles Busch’s

"Tis the season
to get
SMART...
Reserve Your Space Today!

Holiday Deadlines for advertising
November’s deadline: Oct 15th
December’s deadline: Nov 15th

(QutySmart

713.520.7237

campy spoof Die! Mommy! Die! which had
its U. 8. regional premiere at Theater LaB.
Hyperventilating when piqued, cooing
when aroused, and petulant when pressed,
Sandel infused the aging chanteuse with
the pluck of a Girl Scout and the high-
handedness of a mommie dearest. And she
bared lots of leg, too, Outsized yet sincere,
she played the character "straight” to the
hilt. (Pete Szatmary)

Best Production: Refuge at Stages

Although Stages Repertory Theatre artistic
director Rob Bundy is gay, his most insightful
work 18 depicting the comically biting, emo-
tionally tortured dynamics of heterosexual
relationships in general—marriages, friend-
ships, alliances—and of nuclear families in
particular. This past season, through his sen-
sitive probing, twentysomething playwright
Jessica Goldbergs Refuge—a scathing vet
sympathetic portrait of the dysfunctions of a
nuclear family of generation Xers who're
abandoned by their parenis—was both social
therapy  session,
Chekhovian rumination and Durang-like
satire. The play sets up stagnant ambivalence
without following through with it; Bundy,
however, made the action ebb and flow like

commentary and

some psychic tide washing in and washing the
drifting characters out. At his frequent best,
Bundy maotivates actors to shine brightly and
burn deeply: here he was the mindful parent
that the numbed yet throbbing offspring so
conspicucusly missed. (PS)

Gayest & Greatest Clothed Audience

Listening (and Watching): llaked Boys Singing
Bienvenue's rendition of the off-off-off-

Broadway cult hit looks like it’s heading for

e Fesintoed ,-m'/

| = Popular downtown location, 5 blocks from River Walk
| = Luxurious suites and questrooms with 4-star amenties
| » Great for business and leisure travalers
| » Rates from $£58, w/Continental breakfast

Call for reservations or more information

210-220-1092

620 BROADWAY, SAN ANTONIOD, 78215

a Rocky Horrified run for perpetuity. But
this guilty pleasure, umversally lauded
crowd- and-critic-pleaser has enjoyed sev-
eral successful runs, thanks to a charming,
cute, and charismatic crowd of choirboys
who are as energetic as their audience is
appreciative. (SF)

Readers’ Choice
Best Place to Find a Date: Crossroads
(runners-up: JRs, Ripcord)

From age 16 to 76, you can find a date at
this local eoffee shop and bookstore. You
just have to pry that O32utSmart they're
pretending to read out of their hands—
reading at Crossroads is mostly pretense,
you know. Or, for you cell-phone queens, at
least write your phone number in big let-
ters on the back of your magazine. (SH)

Readers’ Cheice
Most Fabulous Concert/Best Drag Queen:
Diana Ross/Hofi

Well, 15 people who paid $150 to see
Ross love on herself thought so. This

“reunion” tour that featured only one of

the original Supremes was one of the
summer’s big busts. Ross herself even
kept mum when promoters shut her
down before her tour concluded. We're
saving our hard-earned diva dollars for
Tina's farewell. And speaking of divas,
one of the true requirements for achiev-
ing divadom is aging well. Kofi, Best
Drag Queen for yet another year run-
ning, has done this sublimely. Ageless
skin, sparkling eyes to match her
sparkling wit, and a still-shaking-'em-in-

their-boots shimmy worthy of girls half

her age, Kofi’s still the strongest, black-
est, most awakening D-cup of joe this
side of Starbucks. (SF)

e
"To live royfully is fo live in hope.”

=Judith Bruder

Human beings can survive
almost any circumsfance
except the complete lows

of hope. Fortunately, hoge
is 0 very resilient qualty

Best of all, hope

is @ renewoble qualify

Rebeceal Ingells, M5, LAC
Counlar Medictor Psychalharapis!
Individual/Group/Family Counseling
Parenting Classes & L.P.C. Supervision
New Groups Forming - Call for Further Details 4l
Rebecca L. Ingalls, M.S., L.P.C.
713.721,9343

By oppoiniment only * Sliding Scale Available

=T S o8

Readers’ Choice
Gayest Weekend Getaway: llew Orleans
(runners-up: Austin Splash, Galveston)

They don't eall it the Big Easy because it’s
hard to get a date. Southwest and
Continental have cheap airfares (most under
$100) and dozens of flights to fit any sched-
ule. Only 50 minutes out of Hobhy and you're
there. Hardly enough time to have three
cocktails, The Crescent City has the best
food you'll ever want to eat (try the alligator
nuggets at Ralph and Kakoo's) and more
partying per square inch than any place on
the planet. If gay folks didn't invent Mardi
Gras, then somebody’s lying. Stay at the St.
Pierre or the Ursuline Guest House, both in
the Quarter and close to everything. (CT)

Readers’ Choice
Best Theater: River Oaks Landmark
(runners-up: Alley, Angelika)

If the Landmark decided to close, we'd

just have to leave Houston. This beloved

funky theater is that crucial to the essen-
tial spirit of our town. Built in 1939, and
showing repertory and art films since the
"70s, the River Oaks' downstairs auditori-
um is just about the only place left in
town that feels like a real movie theater.
Plus, under outgoing Landmark diva
Sarah Gish's leadership, the RO was a
huge supporter of the Lesbian and Gay
Film Festival. (AWS)

Readers’ Choice
Favorite Part of QutSmart: Queer Quotes
(runners-up: fAstrology, News)

Readers’ Choice

Favorite Writer: Alan Davidson
(runners-up: Blase DiStefano, Ann Sieber,
Chris Sill) =

SpiritEast

- Psycho-spiritual Counseling

« Zendo Meditation Therapy

- Taoist Process Work

- Stress Reduction

« Spiritual Bodywork

- Aikima Energywork for
Home & Office

Sensei Altman, L.V.N., RM.T., CH.T.
B T e S o ]

832.687.5786

BOX BOY MOVING

— A Move Fit For A Queen —

Gay Owned and Operated
_Apartments A Homes A Offices

Pianos A Antigques

Emergency Service Availahle

719 524-2288

INSURED « LOCAL &
LONG DISTANCE

Over 15 Years Experience

IXIMFT: (MMISS0845 6

Specializing in
Personality-Guided
Therapy

...because every
person is unique

I'd Be Glad To Help You
* Build Self-Esteem
* Improve Relationships
* Overcome

- Stress and Fears

- Depression  *%

DEBORAH DENSON, LMSW-ACP

+ Licensed Master of Social Work
* Advanced Clinical Practitioner

3000 Weslayan Suite 345 + 713-850-

r\ Premiere ﬁ

Clmmng Service
since 1989,
e Family owned and operated
* Move in-out
o Travel in team with supervisor
o Weekly-bi-monthly-one-time
* Specialists in detail cleaning
» Packing or unpacking for relocating
» Bonded for your protection
YOU OWE YOURSELF

A PROFESSIONAL
HOME CLEANING SERVICE

Free estimate by phone

713-895-2766
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ACCOMMODATIONS

‘IHE LOVETT INN. A

EC Houston
Evangelicals Concerned Houston Chapter
Fro-Gay & Pro-Christian Fellowship

We meet the First & Third Thursday from 7:00- |
: yship, and social gvents
nging dinner with you Is

EC Houston is a part of ECWR, a naticnwide minis

try of Christ-centered, Bible-believing, evangslical

Gay and Lesbian Christians. ECWR is not a churct

but a natwork of ips of friends whose primary

purpose is to pr nciliation, integre and

opportunities s nstian lesbi-
| ans and gay men. We are both pro-Christian and
| pro-gay!

stian growth for Ci

Call 1-800-310-6718,
extension BIBLE (24253), for meeting location.

Houston's Women's Festival
The 6th Annual event is Oct. 28 at Garden
in the Heights featuring music, art,
a marketplace and fun for the whale

community, Good vendor booths available
www.hwiestival.org or call T13/861-3316

CLEANING SERVICES

Mis® Rosie Maid

[ « Commercia

if = Re

Restdent

\1;'!|| cled

IT |JI|'.| |\|'\I J..u. Cal H-n.._ at 281-820- r\"l-l
Visit our website at www. MisRosiemaid.com
or email MisRosieMaid(@ev1.net

Detail Cleaning Service
Residential = Commercial «+ Make Ready
Bonded and Insured
Since 1994

832/251-0723 or 713/938-7253 pgr.

EMPLOYMENT

LAY

HELPFP W -\\"I'Ell
Bartenders, Barbacks, Doorman
and other positions available,

Lnigue opportunities for
dancers,

NTURE-N
\?'r
" 2923 Main St.
?I 3.522. ﬂ{ll}u

FOR REN 'I'ILEASE

FOR LEASE:

2 bedroom apt., small complex,
Heights, $600; 1 bedroom, S500.
Call Richard Hill,
Greenwood King Properties,
713/864-0888, ext. 4126

MASSAGE THERAPY

Strong Hands
Professional Massage
by a fit and tone masseur.
Montrose
John (713) 398-3226

gay
round the cloch

1 The .'h:m'.-'

Maturity and experience. Relaxing, therapeutic
massage in private studio in the Heights

Evenings -10 pm and weekends 12-1 ¢'|1|||

Call for appointment, Byre 3202-9786. Visit

APARTMENT HUNTING?

HAIR SALONS

Studio 511 Hair
should be coming

T13/521-0911, 77006

my website at www ._'!.|u+|f:1'.|x"§;;~__-\ com

= Hair Salon

1122 W. Gray = Houston
1 blk West of Montrose

713 529.0810
ull Service Salon

Tila-F =7 » Sat 105

lonce

12 years experle

First Time Massage Client Specials.
Relaxation, Sports, or Light/'Deep Massage

CALL JOE.

7544 or pager 281/895-1236

OFF MNoon to Midnight

Cell. 713/540-7

Friday and Saturday, after 5 pr

HEALTHIBEAUTY

BIGGER?

Penis-Enlargement. net

FDA Approved vacuum pumps surgical
Ciain 1-3
! I.'."I.fifl‘":'l' erection. FREE Bro !'.'.'.l.lc’\'

" Permanent & Safe.

Latest enlargement info
312-409-9995 o1

1-900-276-PUMP (§2.95/min.)

HEALTH&WELLNESS

The Yoga Place

ART OF MASSAGE: re
and body by the carir

be rataxing, inv

713/981-4843,
*‘ESCAPE" the

} oothing
] naling. Infou ible hours. GIFT
CERTIFICATES. Deep tissug massage also avallable Paul
Rutledge 713/592-0444

glaxing, rejuy

Huwaru Kanelakes

PEST CONTROL

GOT BUGS?

TRY OUR GUARANTEED ONCE-A-YEAR
PEST CONTROL SERVICE!

Serving Housfon Since 1977

Call Bugs-N-Burglars » 713/674-9440

Kittens Need ‘Cﬂ:n:lt. Homes
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REAL ESTATE

GArDEN Oaks Surer HoMES
WOWT 3/1.8/2 Ishind Kt S170%%
Ct # 321 Den

Les S2H0"

i STIR

Huwe 3/1.5/5pa 2300 Sy.Fr, $190°
TERRY JEANES—AREA SPECIALIST
ReMax Metro T13-812-9154

MDNTROSE GEM

Bernie Johnson, ABR
Direct 281/364-4862
Office 281/364-1588

KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY

1401 ‘-.\u-.dl.ud Parkway

anals A mef Noreh Hou

If you're getting
tired of picking
me up...

Oﬁustos Gay & Lesbian Monthly Magazine

To order your subscription to OutSmart for one year,

send $20 (Visa,MC, AmX accepted) and this order form to:
OutSmart Subscription 3406 Audubon Place, Houston, TX 77006

Name

AFFORDABLE, CLOSE-IN, FRIENDLY |
‘ Westbury = Willowbend = Willow Meadows
| Priced from the 590s ond up
! CALL JEFF JAMES

COLDWELL BANKER UNITED, REALTORS
713/348-9700 ext 3005

Address

Phone (home) {work)

SERVICES

GCM LANDSCAPE & IRRIGATION
* Landscaping & Sprinkler Systems
* Design & Installation
« Licensed & Insured
*Keep on Growing"
713-666-3305

TRAVEL! OUTSMART!
The Travel Partnership, Inc.
SANDRA WILKINS

860/437-9717 :
E-MAIL: OUTTRAVLI@AOL.COM |

Credit Card#

exp. date

| |
J I
I |
: City State Zip :
| |
| |
| |
| |

Cardholder Name

AD RATES

+ Basic Classrhcdsam

25¢ per g 5¢ pa
each hOId W or 3 or 6 months
if ads are se rate of *18
pear g'\l[lb‘l[ld'....]c]"“’ 16 per month
+ Boxed ads with texr om‘y are *27 par vertical col

umn inch (2 3/8" x 17). 5% discount granted to adver-
tisers w epa\-"'r 3 consecutive months. 10% dis-
count granted to advertisers who prepay 6 con-
secutive mol = Boxed ads with graphics/logo

3 consacutive months
1t granted to advertisers who prepay for
secutive months, » Deadline: Oct. 15 for the
Nov. 2000 issue. Order by phone & pay by VISA
MasterCard, AMEX, or Discover. Or FAX it to us at
713/622-3275. Sorry, we do not bill. Mail your ad
and payment to: { art Classifieds 3406 Audubon
Houston, TX 7

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL 713/520-7237.

.
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www.OutsmartMagazine.com

Check out OutSmart’s exciting
new personal ads. They’re free!
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OutSmart Advertisers

ADVERTISING/MARKETING

OutSmart Magazine » 3406 Audubon Place ... T13/520-7237
Wanda Faulkner ... L R S axl. 21
TR R T S L ST R
John Nagy L ke axt. 14
Reng Weaver ext. 22

ASTHDLOGEHS
JOSEPN MOIING ccuinrssvmsemmmsssnassicisisainss : ?'3'66:3 0285
Lilly Roddy ... . 13/529-5842

ATTDHHEYS,’LEEM. SERUIGES

Brennan & Associg 2 ":,c.rr'.mc"lweahn .....
Vernell Randle » jest Loop South, Ste. 120

Simon & Associates « 1620 Wesiheimer st
Jim Walker ..... 1+

AUTOMOTIVE GARE

Montrose Auto Repair« 1511 Taft ... T13/524-3068

CATERING

Clayton Catering = 1701 California 713/526-1600

CHURCHES/SYNAGOGES
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church + 1440 Harold
713/526-1017
713/728-5050
.. TI3B286756
7T13/861-9148

Houston Reconstructionist Havurah ...
Maranatha Fellowship MCC » 1311 Holman ...,
Resurrection MCC + 1913 Decatur

GLEMHIHUJRHIT[IHML SEH‘JIEES

Perfection Plus Services .. 13/895-2766
BUHMUHITY,’HDHPRUFITS
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center
B0 HEWOMIB .cooier i ihinsiassmsiunsiismamassnssniinssnncs T 1 00 4-3818

COMPUTERS
INTERNET WEB DESIGN

Atomar Communications ..o ioeoniiissse . T13/807-7783

Computer Exchange » 1212 Westheimer T13/520-6789
HouWeb Developmant = 536 W. 21st Streel .. T13/877-5775
Stealth Web Desigr/Bob Derr .. T13/802-2845

INTERNET BAR
Copy.Com * 1201 Westheimer
Oscar's Creamery » 1201 Westheimer ..

CLEANERS/DRY CI.EAHERS

Image Cleaners » 3407 Monlrose............ 131527 {]Enﬂ

713/528-1201
T13/521-1808

BERETRRa T =i L e e 713/807-700
1833 W. Alabama : 713/533-0148
CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING
Payless Insulation » 1616 Cohn 5L, ........ - 713/868--1021
Michael Tollesen Design » 6230 Cingy Lane ... 713/201-2000
JM.S. Construction =717 W. 418t 8L ..o T 13742-0084
Just Doods and Windows ..... w1 137854-7010
U.5. Construction ,. . T13/526-7679

EHTEHTAIHMEIIT,-’H!GHT LIFE
Ashland Theater » 2610 Ashland 713/426-3019
Club Rainbow » 1417-B Westheimer ... 13/522-5166
DiverseWorks « 1117 E Freeway .. i 713/223-B346
Houston Energy * 3002 Maple Grove ... T13/683-0129
Houston Heishots .. ... 113/629-3700
... 113(522-0000

Venture-N « 2923 Ma n. =
2405 Post Office, Galveston ... e 408/762-8088
B34 Rampart, New Orleans ... cerveennrs DOB96-22.36
Richs » 2407 San Jacive o s 7137590606
FINANCIAL SERVICES
ACCOUNTANTS
Hubbard Financial » 2615 Montrose .. 713/5622-9000
BANKS
Capital Bank » 3007 S, Shepherd Dr,, ..o 713/529-0001
Chasa Bank of TEXRE .....cocicosiiisminiiissmssiasionis ¥13/216-7000
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FINANCIAL PLANNERS

Green/White Advisors = Bill Green/Sandra White ...
] N. Loop West, #1030 .....iies
4645 Sweetwater, Sugar Land : 281/869-1144

FITNESS {:LUBSI'PEHSEIHM IIIMHIHE
Houston Gym » 233 Birdsall ...ccvvmmmserer ;
Muscle Mechanics « 617 Richmand :2; 5330

FRAMING/MOVIE COLLECTIBLES

Hollywood Frame Gallery » 2431 Bissonnet T13/842-8885

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS

House of Colemian » 901 W. Alabama ...........cccoonnne 7
Preferred Graphics « 5225 Katy Freeway #310
Vilven Design Group = 807 Hawthome ...

HAIR/SKIN BAHEJ’SMI]HS
Impact Color Salon = Fountain Lake Dr., #C-10 ...
Sleek Images = 2630 Sage
Supercuts » 3413 Kirby Dr

HEALTH BﬁHE;’MEHTAL I-IEALTH
CLINICS

Kinetic Sports Clinic » 3209 Stella Link. ......
Montrose Ciinic » 215 Westheimer ...
University of Houston » 1300 Moursund

COUNSELING /PSYCHOTHERAPY
Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP « 2211 Norfolk, Ste. 505 ., 7
Deborah Denson, LMSW-ACP » 3000 'l‘\'ES!B\'ﬂl" ;
Micki Fine, MEd, LP.C. . )
Joyce Gayles. PhD » 5508 W Loop 5 Sulle 620 ..
Miles Glaspy » 1973 W. Gray ...
Enod Gray * 4200 Montrose
Shane Hennesey, MEd, LPC, CHt » 1712 Fairview . 71
Be..-.y Ingalls, MS, LPG .. e T 1AT21-9345
Greater Houston Guidance E enie (‘hnr.FsJ inkin

9894 Bissonet, Suite 430 e 2B1/B20-8787
Barbara Levinson, Ph¥Center for Healthy Qmu afity 713/7785-7111
Maria E. Minicuccd, PhD ...

5959 West Loop South, S=.e. e errevers
Denise O'Doherty, LPG, MSN, LMFT

730 Kirby Dr., Ste. 10 .. ccinciiiananns . 1135249525
Jennifer Segel, LPC ... .. T13/B68-9253
Bob Sneligrove, LMSW-ACP » 4200 M""Il’HSE Suite 540

RO A : 71/522-7014
Patrick Vachon, LMSW-ACP = 1712 Fairview ...... 7135241771
Jeft Vannice « 1415 N. Loop W., 4780 .. T13/426-4455
CHIROPRACTIC

Chimney Rock Chiropractic Center/Art Kaller, D.C
3033 Chimney Rock, Suile 440

DENTISTS
LifeSmiles/Or. Randy Mitchmore, DDS .

713/502-5262

T13/781-3344

713/582-9300

2617 W. Holcombe Blvd., Ste. E ...
Bruce W. Smith, DDS. « 1006 Missouri ..... 713/520-4364
MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Sensel Alman'SpirtEast ... 713/608-7896
Bella Soma/Molly Donovan » 2440 South Bivd., #1008 ...cccooooceeeis
. 113/522-T588
Cl.tlg E||15 Ftul‘.ng . T13/320-7481
Essential Touch/Alan Davidson ........ 7139420923
Monirose Massage/Christopher Gonzales . e T13/523-4526
Randol MESBEDR C i icsiimiscissmsassasins T13/446-4280
13 B bt e S SO, T13/502-0444
Thom Loch MESEA0E ... i T13/256-9490

OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

Diagnostic Eye CenterMarc B. Sanders & Stewar Zuckerbro
Texas Medical Center =6500 Fannin, Ste. 1108 .. F13797-1500
Bellaire » 5420 Dashwood, Ste. 200 ... T13/666-0118

OPTOMETRISTS

Eye Excallence » 8624 Fannin, Ste. 2105 ....
4 Chelsea Place ..o

. T13/524-EYES
713/521-3937

Spectacles on Montrose = Evan L Mapes, 0D ...
4317 Montrose A !

Studio 20/20 » Gallena 111 e A e, 71!

Today's Vislon/Dr. Bruce Krutsinger « 426 W, Gray

PHARMACY/DRUG STORES

CVE ProCare Pharmacy » 912 Westheimer Rd T13/BOT-7275

STATSCRIPT Pharmacy » 4101 Greenbriar, Ste. 235

113621 'Irl"'U
T13522-7373

3407 Montrose, #4-5

PHYSICIANS

Carolyn Gardiner, M.D. » 411 W. 21sl, #2 .............. 713/802
Southhampton Medical Group = 4101 Greenbriar .. 713/5
Dr. Shannon R. Schrader, Southhampton Medical Group »

4101 Greenbriar T13/520-5537

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS
Jeffrey T. Bules » 6575 W. Loop South, #185 ...
Chubb Insurance, Steven Francis ...
Michele Mortensen/Farmers [NSUFANCE .........ococooverreseeresveeee

740
537

5414 Kaly Freoway ... o 1 1ar426-6655
Rob Schmerler » 6575 W. Loop South, #185.......... T13/661-7700
LIMOUSINE/TOWNCAR
Frank Arrieta 713/454-4023
PHOTOGRAPHY
J. Roe Photography ... 713/B61-3538

Susan Henry Photography » 2115 A '—'osv Dffice, Galveston

409/762-6454
713/464-4471
T1/526-1747

rhare:,;l [.'.I I'der'.r.c Ph
WoodAllen Pholography

PI-'IIIITIHG;’BI]PY BEHTEHS
BFM Printing = 3813 Law St
Copy.Com * 1201 Westheimer
House of Coleman = 901 W. Alabama
Laser Ink » 1311 Wilard, &1 ] A2-4546
Preferred Graphics * 5225 Kaly Freeway #31 0 13 B62-3312

PSYCHIC/INTUITIVE READERS
Joseph Maolina 713/683-0295
Sandra Nicholas 713/522-0080
LHIYPHH RODIY i1 visummssssassisessbbit s . 713/529-5842
Madilyn Stein..... 713/622-7232
Joe Paxton .... T

713/523-1627
REAL ESTATE SERVICES
REALTORS/AGENTS/BUILDERS

Suzanne Anderson Properties « 239 Westheimer ... 7T13/909-8917
Susan Kelly Broz, Gary Green Reattors » 1717 Yale 713/880-1400
Terre Coffman, Coldwell Banker 713/869-0456 Ext. 220
Mike Copenhaver/ReMax Metro = 3730 Kirby #300 ., 713/528-1800
Bob DerrfKaren Derr Realtors. ., . 713/B62-1600
Karen Darr/Karen Derr Reaftors 7T13/B62-1600
Tam Duniap/Heritage Propertias 2 ol el
4295 San Fellpe ... .. T13/965-0812
Franklin Green/Coldwell Barker QWllle,- Hurlsor' . T13/869-0456
Frances Hemandez/ Prudential-Gary Green
T e e sneenns 1 N2 30-5593
Richard Hill = Greenwood ng Proper‘ BS . T13/B69-6142
Blake Hillegeist « 2813 Newman ............. . 713/526-6066
Luv Homes = 3733 N, Alexander, Baytown . 2B1/427-5677
Island Properties » 2317 Ave. P, Galveston ........ 1-B77/819-6677
Ronnie Kea/ReMax Metro » 3730 Kirty ... 713/528-1800
David Moniz/ReMax Metro » 3730 Kirby . . 713/528-1800
Thelma Valle/Prudential-Gary Green » 1717 Yale .. 713/536-T064
Scott Wendland/ReMax Metro « 3730 Kirby #300 .. 713/528-1800
Ray Wesi/ReMax Metro » 3730 Kirby #300 ..o 713/528-1800
Bryan Willams/Coldwell Banker Swilley Hudson ... 281/236-5475

568-6599
28-1201
23-2521

Cherry Woltarth ... 713/688--5131
MORTGAGE LENDERS
Wells Fargo Home Mergage, Larry Broughtan

1301 MCKINNEY .o iinees ANE ML 713/654-3085

2000 OutSmart

MOVING COMPANIES ‘rint & Onl e OutSource

Box Boy MOVING ...oeinien T13/524-2288

RESTAI.IHAHTS!GI]FFEE BARS

414 West Gray .Iwiﬂ 1111

The «om in

* 1117 Missour

RETAIL
AUTOMOTIVE SALES & LEASING

Fred Haas Tayota/Jimmy Jones » 20400 1-45 North

20400 |-45 A

Fred Haas Toyeta/Cynthia Chang » 2
Jack Roach Ford/Stephen Rubin
G445 SW. Frwy
e Meyers Ford, Chnis Ferran » 16634 .‘.',‘\ Frw

-

Sterfing McCall ‘r\.- 1a/ .rl\. \.-‘. 3
n “r-|- ury [

Kirty Dr
Superior Leasing * 11011 Brooklet, Suite
CLOTHING & A.C[:ESS(]HIES

Eros '3IJ -

A

713.520.7237 713.522.3275 Fax

11, Leval 11+ Town &

GROCERIES, SUPPLIES & LIQUOR
Kroger « 3300 Montrose

HOME FURNISHINGS

Cantoni » 9889 Westheimer

Gallery Furniture » G006 |-45 N

JEWELERS

LW, Marks Jewele
J. Silver
Haing

P

Zadok Jewelers ) Post Oak Bivd., .,
MORTUARY SERVICES
Sterling-White Memorials » 11011 Crosby-Lynchburg Rd
........ = 281/426-8431
PABEHS f'JIJiCE MAILJ’CELLULAH TELEPHDNES
femier Pag UE-"!'I::"S‘-\

‘Get your card today!

Sign up today for your free OutSmart Pride Card. Fill out
the membership form and mall/fax it back fo us or
-Fﬁglﬂtamnltneatwww hmc:rtmagczlne com. After you

SATELLITES
Dish America »
VITAMINS/HERBS/MINERALS

Houston Buyers Club

713/690-0208

7511 Langtry, Suite A

713/520-5268

R e ™ s e i e e S e el B T B = ey =1
THIAUEL I OutSmartPride CCII‘C' Memberahip Form |
HOTELS/RESDRTS/B&B'S I |
ueL_.err I # 504 L Name -
Courty: | Address . |
Phl\ wood & Galvesto
The Painted Lady Inn | City |
i | Phone A |
THMI'EL AGENCIES}"SUPPLIERS | Fax |
Travel Desk ... 3 | [ wart ne. 3 p. l
Travel Partnarship/ SF'-':I'd Wilkins. . 713/526-4471
e e e s e e e e it e e Tt =




SignOut
by Lilly Roddy

ur friend Mercury goes retrograde
this month on Oct. 18. This means
that all of your new projects and
plans have to be put in motion by Oct. 14.

After that, you will be moving into a time of

review. And it will be time to look at what
vou have been doing for the last four months
and correct any problems that vou find. Mer-
cury will be retrograde until Nov. 7, but wait
to start new endeavors after Nov. 11, Nep-
tune goes direct this month on Oct, 15 along
with Uranus on Oct. 26. These planets are
going to have the most impact on the Leos,
Aquarians, Scorpios, and Tauruses. For you,
life gets a bit more complicated. Just what
you needed!! The full Moon oceurs on Friday
the 13th (cue the spooky music) in the sign
of Aries. It will be a Me time for everyone.

You will be hard to find during the end of

this week. The new Moon will be on Friday,
Oct. 27 in Scorpio. This should really bring
out the dark side during the festive Hallow-
een time. We will all be on an MGM ride at
a theme park—Freddie Meets the Creature
from the Black Lagoon I

Aries (March 21-April 19) Relationships are
really emphasized for you this month, as you
will be wanting to get down and dirty with
your lover this month. You can expect elec-
trical currents to charge up your life espe-
cially Oct. 7-8 and 18-19. Boredom will
have no place in your life. Humdrum rela-
tionships will be tested thoroughly, They will
be rejuvenated or sent to the scrap heap.
Look for hidden emotions to come to the sur-
face that trigger these events. Even finan-
cial problems can be a detonator. Take it
easy on the 26th through the 28th. You will
need it.

Taurus (April 20~-May 20) Mercury is mak-
ing you review your relationships this
month. You will not be likely to give up on
your relationship very easily. You like to
drag it through the mud over hill and dell.
You like durability in a relationship. You
may be drawn to call those old lovers that
you have listed in the back of your head.
See, 1 told you that you don’t give up. If you
are a single cow or bull, you will be very in-
terested in those other green pastures,
sending out “I'm available” signals every-
where you go.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Get that office
and home into shape—you are into a real or-
ganizing mood, and want your life to be ef-
fective and efficient. The mood at work can
really be erratic this month. You may try to
start a lot of things only to find yourself back
at square one. You are more serious than
usual and others may wonder where your
sense of humor has wandered off to. Home is
a volatile place on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th as

well as the 27th, 28th, and 29th. You could
be remodeling, moving, or looking to buy.
You will be better by next month.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) You are in the
mood to entertain at home and express
your creativity. Or to be very creative in an
entertaining way at home. You certainly
don’t want to work as much. You are more
likely wanting to be the center of attention.
Your sexual energies are stronger and you
will want to be creative and playful here,
too. You have been in a very exploratory
mode this entire year, and now you will
want to up the ante. Or maybe dress up as
your Auntie!!!

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) The pressure this
month will be emanating from the old home
place. You will be getting things in order,
straightening out the closet and looking for
money behind the sofa pillows. You will be
feeling pressure from your family—or the
family that lives inside of vou—to get some
stability in your life. Your relationships are
very distracting now. You are being pulled in
two different directions. One is what vou are
.~‘H_J'.=pc.-.~cr1." to do, and the other is what you
want to do. This is an easy choice.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Your ruling planet,

Mercury, goes into review in your house of

communications. You are going to be exam-
ining everything you ever said as far back as
vou can remember. And for the things you
don’t remember or had taken pains to forget,
don’t worry—all of your ex-lovers are going
to come waltzing back to help remind you.
Bury yourself in your work, Take a trip out

of town to an herbal spa. Have a big cup of

green tea or a margarita, whichever comes
first. There is just too much stress for you.

Libra (Sept. 23-0Oct. 23) This month you are
focused on your talents, your personal re-
sources, and your money. If you have heen
avoiding a money problem in the past, this
month you will be encountering that quan-
dary. Your vast talents of diplomacy and
schmoozing will be put to the test. You will
not be taken for granted this month by any-
one. You may appear a bit hypersensitive to
those around you. Save your energies for
next month when you go on a combat mis-
sion to retrieve those misplaced emotions.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) You are a mixed
receptacle of nuts this month. You are sensi-
tive yet active. You are introspective yet vi-
brant. You are spiritual yet real. And, no,
more Prozac won't help. Pay a lot of atten-
tion to your intuition this month and then
follow that up with some action. Then these
apparently separate pieces will act together
as one. You won't feel so confused, and your
fellow human beings will have to take re-
spongibility for their mixed messages—god-
dess knows vou don’t need to spend your

time trying to figure out which message is
the truth. Be sure and get some rest this
month. It will be easy to overdo it.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) This is a
good month {o fade into the background.
Only spend time with people that you really
like, and don't draw too much on your en-
ergy reserves. You will feel like putting
some energy into some new projects at
work, but be sure and get those done before
Oct. 15. Watch your conflict with authority
figures, especially at work: You may be
right in principle, but if you aren’t the boss,
you may want to decide if your position is
worth the fight. Consider the guestion, “Is
this the hill you want to die on?" It might be
or it might not be

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) This is a good
month to visit those friends from your past.
You are really ready to renew old contacts in
both business and social organizations. Take
some time this month to do some planning
for vour next business moves. The time for
action in that part of vour life is next month
This is a great time to get your office into
shape. Some of you are updating the equip-
ment and systems in vour office. Get this
stuff done before Oct. 15. And vou could do
some cleaning as well. You may change loea-
tions by next summer.

Aquarius (Jan. 20- Feb. 18) The planets are
spending a lot of time this month in the ca-
reer and future-planning sector of your horo-
scope. Some people may con fuse you for a
Capricorn. With Mercury, planet of review
and renew, moving through your career sec
tor, you are in the mood for getting those old
projects finished and putting those old boxes
out for the trash. You will be more black-
and-white than usual. Time seems shorter
now, and you feel the urge to push forward.
Even the new moon at the end of the month
is in your career sector. Time to invest in
your future. Onward through the fog!

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Confrontation is
your watchword this month. This is usually
not your best personality trait, except when
vou are doing it for others. This will prob-
ably show up a lot in your relationships.
You can put some excitement in your sex
life or go 10 rounds in the ring. But the
need for real interaction is there. You just
are not as flexible as you used to be. Your
boundaries are more well-defined. And your
tolerance of other people’s SAD STORIES is
at an all-time low. You have stories of your
own. Family continues
to pull on you psyche-ly.
Make that phone eall
even if they don't.

.L."”I\' H[.llft’f_\' s a Hulre,-'!nh-
based astrologer. She can be
reached at lillveath@aol.com
or wwu.cybersim.com | hermes,
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per month
plus tax

IMINUTES

600 Anytime Minutes and :
1000 Free Nationwide Weekend Minutes

&>,
Premier ...~
201, 0500
PAGING & WIRELESS ~ .

1450 West Belt North
We Make Communication Simple. 713.465.8883

WiIirELESS
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Beach Trees—Gulf Coast Palms

13Im trees delivered |

i

and planted at your
home or husiness.

We carry all sizes
of heautiful trees
and natural landscap®

CLEANERS

Three -
L.ocations

www.callpremie

VisiT Our NEw LOCATIONS

304 Gray —Midtown
713.807.7001

items including:

Serving the Galveston-Houston area

* Palm Trees Discounts available far

1833 W. Alabama
713.533.0148

Mon-Fri 7am-7pm * Sat Yam-3pm

Montrose

» Gulf Coast Palms
» Live Oak

* Fruit Trees

» Shade Trees

Beach Trees

large quantity orders.

Pick-up or Delivery/Planting
Commerical or Residential

IN CITY STREETS
For more information and orders, call 713/408-3737.

3407 Montrose, Suite B4—Montrose
(Hawthorne Square)
713.527.0880

Mon-Fri Tam-Tpm = Sat Sam-5pm

Alterations * Shoe Repair « Leather & Suede
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OUT IN HOUSTON

During a recent prometion tour with RCA Records, singer Kristine W had dinner and then per
faormed at Sonoma.
1 Kristine W with QurSmarit’s Chris Sill at Sonoma

Southern Decadence 2000 brought 91,000 revelers into New Orleans August 30-September 3.
2 Houston attendees Isreal, Sunshine, and Carlos.

3 Sarah Gish, retiring queen of Landmark Theatres, hands over the
keys of the kingdom to new Landmark Houston manager AmyBeth
Gilstrap.

The recent Fork-in-the-Road dinner sponsored by ROADwomen
(River Qaks Democratic Women ) honored the families of James Byrd
Jr. and Matthew Shepard.

4 Secated: Mrs. & Mr. James Byrd, Sr. (parents of James Byrd Ir)
Standing, I-r: Darrell Verrett inephew of James Byrd Jr.); Louvon
Harris (sister); Sherry Merfish (honorary event chair); Judy
Shepard (mother of Matthew Shepard); Gerald Merfish (honorary
event chair), Mary Beth Malcolm (Texas Democratic Party Chair)
and Muffie Moroney (event chair)

Ernie Manouse, anchor of Channel 8's Weekday (formerly Week- [iSE
night Edition), celebrated hix “31st” (ahem) birthday ai Sonoma
restaurant on _\I"Ill'urf'“”.'l'l" !

5 Ernic with partygoers Chuck & Tivana Watsen (who run
lger Productions) and the Epicurean Publicist Dick Dace
6 Awiard-winmng actress Deborah Hope and husband Lee Aston
7 Ernie with Stages treasurer Bill England and KRBE's Sonny
Garza, who have been partners for 16 vears
8 Ernie with Amanda Perry (PR Professionals) and Randy
Parreit (executive producer of Fox 26 News)
Q Celebrating “31 years,” Ernie gets
repeat it too

to have his hirthday cake and

| Gramd Tarnier
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There is a fine

line between a
work of art...

and a masterpiece.

When your
memorial
is from

the heart,
shouldn't

it be from...

Houston

Sterling-White Memorials

11011 Croshy-Lynchburg Road
Higblands, TX 77563

281-426-8431
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Lot ns make
your honse
yonk home!

Raintino;
miing hstallation

Tol]eson Deln

713.201.2900
FAX:713/688.1844 miolleson@earthlink.net

Call for a free estimate. Outstanding residential
and commerical references upon request.

: your disk-to-document copy center presents

- Xerox T
Dm:ul_'ular EBBEJ

Taking digital autpuHa
— a-hew level of Perfection.

Image quahtg consrstent
i with Offset Presses. —

~ Short run color jobs from
 your Computer Files.
EXPERIENCE IT HfRE' o

713/528 IEBI




BFM Printing Company

3813 Law Street @ Bissonnet bfmprinting.com

713.668.6599 + 713.668.6683 fax

selution

selutien s 2 word BFM Printing Y&~ ="
applies to its premium quality printing, W+ ¥
excellent service, competitive pricing, and ‘h : i'.

state-of-the-art printing technology.

MOLLY DONOVAN
Massage & Aromatherapy

A small intimate setting
offering treatments
enhancing health
and rejuvenation.

244 South Blvd, Suite 109
713.522.7588

Major credit cards accepted

~ Lymph-Clearing Facials
| An excellent treatment for acne or post-operative
facial surgery. The genile movements of Manual
Lymphatic Drainage massage on the face and
neck reduces swelling and fluid retension.
A great sinus treatment as well.

ONLY at LUV homes...

P 8 Wi

Where we

' Everyone!

When it comesto value, nothing beatsa
e manutictured - home and wheniil
comes to manufactured housing. nobody
does il better than LUV homes!!

3

3733 N. Alexander
Baytown, Texas 77520
Office 281-427-5677 » Fax 281-422-4314

*Present your OutSmart Pride card and receive any one amenity.

 1.S. CONSTRUCTION 5 =
& SERVICES

Our Capabilities Include:

* Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
* Ceramic Tiling

* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Room Addition and Siding

We are an owner-operated company
serving the Houston area for over 25
years, specializing in residential and
commercial remodeling. Ve have many

satisfied references, both residential and

commercial, for your review. If we can be

Turn your house into
the home of your dreams.

of assistance, please call. Thank you.

Call for free estimate.

U.S. CONSTRUCTION & SERVICES

(713) 526-7679 = Pager 713/698-0103 » E-mail: uscon@pdg.net * Joe Hlavac, Owner

“I got 20/20 vision in minutes!”

“Dot _
by dot @ s
building '“—"”"j
up the .
image... @ " L

' Marion E. Coleman

Your Community Image Inker!

O

DIAGHDSTIC

EYE CENTER
Marc R. Sanders, M.D. « Stewart Zuckerbrod, M.D.
BOARD CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

Texas Medical Center 6500 Fannin, Suite 108 713.797.1500
Bellaire 5420 Dashwood, Suite 200 713.668.9118

House of Coleman
Fine Printing & Graphics

901 WEST ALABAMA
HOUSTON, TX 77006-4693
713.593.9591

FAX 713.524.2643
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 CEMPOWRN » e
nt is yol unity to ',;
ace the entire support system

o h the Greater Houston Gay &

pshian CTrewemer of Commerce.

his exciting event endorses National
Coming Out Day and entertains everyone
With an emporium of exhibits: Business Fair, Job
Fair, Health Resources, Performing and Visual
Arts, Sports & Outdoors, great food & drink, and
special interest seminars. Plan to experience
this powerful one-day event and empower your life.

Oct. 8, 2000 * 11am-7p
= he Com-r_n-[Jnlty
Eventu/z 1o

| Millennium
Job Fair « I-Iaaltll Hesoumes + Sports & Outdoor - Arts & Entertainment * Grenl qud * Seminars

graphics

ST compaa ) Sisenics (yutySmart € CHASE (Fiangle Sl

October 8, 2000

CALL THE EMPOWER HOTLINE @
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