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Wish List ...

. « « and what we're doing to make them a reality.

Q-Patrol is starting a $10,000 fund-
raising drive for the rest of calendar year
1994. We are doing this to resolve on-
going equipment problems as well as to
expand our service area and to become
better trained.

What, specifically, are our needs?

1. Better communications equipment.
Most Q-Patrol volunteers know that our
CB-based system is inadequate for our
purposes. Communication is dicey
between patrols near the bars on Pacific
and patrols in the downtown area or even
as near as Lambda Center, Our commu-
nications have also been subject to
interference (malicious or otherwise).

We have evaluated UHF- and VHF-based
communications equipment, and a system
which would suit our purposes best will
cost about $5000-6000. This is our
highest priority item.

2. Our own computer system.
We maintain databases for several
purposes including vehicle tag storage
and mail-outs, and publish this newsletter
along with other necessary advertising
and communications/educational
materials. We now rely on hardware
belonging to our volunteers as well as the
use of some equipment at our places of
employment. This isn’t a comfortable
situation for any of us. We'd plan to
epend $3000-4000 in- this area.

3. Training.
We'd like to spend $1000-2000 for
training our volunteers in the areas of first
aid and self-defense.

What are we doing to meet these needs?

We’re planning a couple of mailings to
the lesbian and gay community at large to
solicit funds. Thanks to the hard work of
Glenn H. and Steve S. as well as an attorney
(Gary M.) who has so generously donated
his expertise, our application for non-profit
tax-exempt (501c3) status is in the mail,
This means any donations will be tax-
deductible since the tax-exempt status is
retroactive!

Another fund-raising event we’re
planning for the fall is some sort of party.
We're looking at locations and at possible
underwriters for the event.

During Pride Week in June we’ll hold a self-
defense workshop (se¢ your Pride Guide when
it comes out) and sponsor a booth and a “lock
up” at the post-parade rally.

We have ongoing supporter T-shirt sales
and plan to have more car washes. Other
fund-raisers such as “lock-up” parties are
planned as well as appearances at the
Westheimer Street Festival in the fall.

So if you have any more ideas out there,
want to help, or have a few dollars to spare,
call Charlie at 871-8519 or me at 666-3125.

— Connie S.

Safety Tips

A Don't walk alone. Always walk with a friend.
A Parkin well lighted areas.

A Check in, around and under your car.

A Have your keys in your hand when
approaching your car or your home,

A Carry a whistle and be ready to use it.

A Bealert! Keep your distance from
suspicious characters.

A Report hate crimes!

If, despite your efforts and ours, you or
someone you know is the victim of a hate

crime, help all of us by reporting it to the

HATE CRIMES HOTLINE

526-9615

“ Fight Back! ]

CPL Corner

The orientation manuals for new patrollers
in printing. This is an easy-to-read, thorough
introduction to what Q-Patrol is all about.

Inow have the video tape training course
for entry level ham radio licensing. I want to
encourage everyone to get together for this,
because ham radio has the kind of commu-
nications facilities that we could really make

PRIDE
PARADE ’94

Q-Patrol has been honored with the
position of Organization Grand Marshal
for this year's Pride Parade, which puts us
up front, like last year. We will also be
providing security/communications again
for the rally after the parade. In addition,
Q-Patrol will have a booth at the rally,
and we will be repeating our “lock up”
fund-raiser. For a small cash donation to
the Patrol you can have anyone at the
rally (organization staff excepted)
“arrested” and placed in the Q-Patrol
“Jail.” The “arrested” person must post or
raise the same amount in “bail"” to get out!

Special Meeting

There will be 2 mandatory Q-Patrol
meeting Thursday June 9th at 7 p.m., at
Tim M.’s place, for everyone who wants
to participate in the parade, rally, and security
for either. Participating was fun last year,
and a great learning experience for newer
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the lesbian and gay community at large to
solicit funds. Thanks to the hard work of
Glenn H. and Steve S. as well as an attorney
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tax-exempt (501¢3) status is in the mail.
This means any donations will be tax-
deductible since the tax-exempt status is
retroactive!

Another fund-raising event we're
planning for the fall is some sort of party.
We're looking at locations and at possible
underwriters for the event.

During Pride Week in June we'll hold a self-
defense workshop (see your Pride Guide when
it comes out) and sponsor a booth and a “lock
up” at the post-parade rally.

We have ongoing supporter T-shirt sales
and plan to have more car washes. Other
fund-raisers such as “lock-up” parties are
planned as well as appearances at the
Westheimer Street Festival in the fall.

So if you have any more ideas out there,
want to help, or have a few dollars to spare,
call Charlie at 871-8519 or me at 666-3125.

— Connie S.

Safety Tips
A Don't walk alone, Always walk with a friend.
A Park in well lighted areas.

A Check in, around and under your car.

A Have your keys in your hand when
approaching your car or your home.

A Carry a whistle and be ready to use #.
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suspicious characters.
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someone you know is the victim of a hate
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Fight Back!

Join Q PATROL
871-8519

CPL Corner

The orientation manuals for new patrollers
in printing. This is an easy-to-read, thorough
introduction to what Q-Patrol is all about.

I now have the video tape training course
for entry level ham radio licensing. I want to
encourage everyone to get together for this,
because ham radio has the kind of commu-
nications facilities that we could really make
use of. The no-code technician license exam
is no more difficult than a driver's license
test (just ask Steve), I'll announce class
times after the parade.

— Glenn H.

PRIDE
PARADE ’94

Q-Patrol has been honored with the
position of Organization Grand Marshal
for this year's Pride Parade, which puts us
up front, like last year. We will also be
providing security/communications again
for the rally after the parade. In addition,
Q-Patrol will have a booth at the rally,
and we will be repeating our “lock up”
fund-raiser. For a small cash donation to
the Patrol you can have anyone at the
rally (organization staff excepted)
“arrested” and placed in the Q-Patrol
“Jail.” The “arrested” person must post or
raise the same amount in “bail” to get out!

Special Meeting

There will be a mandatory Q-Patrol
meeting Thursday June 9th at 7 p.m., at
Tim M.’s place, for everyone who wants
to participate in the parade, rally, and security
for either. Participating was fun last year,
and a great leaming experience for newer
patrollers. Let's get everyone involved!

— Glenn H.

CALL BACK

When You’re Called Out!
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There are times when most of us would
like to argue with, taunt back at, or just
scream at someone who is verbally bashing
us. Most of us know from experience that
this course of action doesn’t produce
positive results, At best, we get dragged into
a demeaning battle of words with someone
whose mind is preset and unchangeable. At
worst, we aggravate a sick person into
violent reactions, and play a game they
direct. The psychology of such a situation is
that bigots will merely feed off of our
agitation, while we spend our precious
energy uselessly on them.

When we are out on patrol, especially on
foot, we need to be careful to avoid such
situations. Our purpose is to observe, to
collect useful information, to use non-
interventionist techniques to handle the
situations we encounter, all to the purpose
of preventing hate crimes against our
community. Non-interventionist applies (0

V.

erbal Conduct Becoming a Q-Patroller

could be missing an opportunity to be of
service elsewhere. Verbal jousting with
obvious homophobes will not serve our
primary purpose, and may put the entire
group in a gravely dangerous position.
Consider the possibility that the bigot you
are dealing with may be carrying a weapon.

We emphasize safety continuously. We
need to be aware and alert, not drained and
distracted. Perhaps dignified behavior, silent
observation and quick detachment from the
scene would be a wiser course of action in
most of these cases.

It is against Q-Patrol policy to get into
arguments with our harassers. Provocative
behavior that makes others feel unsafe on
patrol is grounds for expulsion. If your
personal policy is different, we suggest you
do this sort of dangerous verbal game-
playing on your own time, not when on
patrol. Patrols must act safely as a unit in
order to be effective.

Sincerest thanks those individu-
als and businesses who have shown their
support for Q-Patrol in a variety of ways:

Barnaby’s Cafe

Charles Armstrong

Basic Brothers

Inklings

TNT Shirts

The Wand

QOuitSmart

Pride Committee of Houston

Your support keeps us going!

DEADLINE FOR NEXT
NEWSLETTER:

June 24, 1994

Next Meeting . . .
Q-Patrol will hold a mandatory meeting for
all patrollers who wish to participate in the
parade, rally, and security for either, at Tim’s
place on June 9 at 7 p.m. Call 871-8519 to
get the location. If you absolutely can’t make it,

If something interesting happens while
you are out on patrol, report it in the
patrol log if appropriate, then call John S.
at 520-7999 and give an informal account
of the incident. We’ll report it here for
everyone's benefit.

S/T - Police Activity at Stratford & Taft

verbal actions as well as physical actions. — Nancy M. call Connie (666-3125) or Glenn (643-0029)
While engaging in these arguments, we for the necessary information.
Patrol Highlights hadk & view of the soens from her apartmert Chiockas, Risth; wiho s medics! aining,
Maw Eaatural reported that three officers pinnad the suspect administered first aid to the pedestrian and
on the ground at gunpoint. They were another mobile unit used our cell phone to

apparently attempting to handcuff him. About
a half dozen HPD units and an EMT vehicle
appeared on the scene. The injured suspect was
bandaged and carted off. The arca was blocked
off for some time, and all patrols avoided the
area until the scene had cleared.

5/21 - Motorcycle vs. Pedestrian

call for an ambulance.

The status of the pedestrian is unknown, but
we’re trying to find out. Thanks to Ruth and
Carthel for their quick and appropriate action!

5/21 - Queens on Wheels
Not long after the above incident, two

The suspect in a gay bashing in the Pacific _ : drag queens were spotted on roller skates at
Street bar area was chased by HPD officers to .Ruth and Carthel, who vtrere 1.n a mobile Missouri & Yoakum. It surc beats getting
Stratfond neae Taft, whese be el inoaglass. | "0 S50 467088 4 podestrian tit by & around Montrose in heels,

indonw, A off-duty O-Patrol vol ) motorcycle just south of Fairview on A
TKOL Q-Patrol is a citizens' patrol organization whose main purpose is to prevent harassment and bashing of gays & leshians,
s'r = AT If you would like to contribute to this newsletter, call Nancy M. at 526-6313 or Tim M, at 861-7702 or write to:

Q-Patrol, P.0. Box 58131, Houston, Texas 77258,
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STREET*SAFETY

Self Defense
Workshop

SPONSOREDBY Q-PATROL INC.

L_EARN AND PRACTICE SKILLS TO HELP YOU
AVOID AND SURVIVE DANGEROUS STREET
SITUATIONS. A THE MOST BASIC SKILL IS
AWARENESS, SO COME AND INCREASE

YOURS! A SAFETY TIPS, WAYS TO AVOID

AND REPEL PHYSICAL ATTACKS, AND June 7

MENTAL SAFETY SKILLS WILL ALL BE 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
AT BACCHUS
INCLUDED. A DON’T ACCEPT THE BASHING. 2715 WAUGHCREST

Wear loose, comfortable clothing A $1 donation suggested A For more information call 526-6313.




