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Special Guest Emcee, Nancy Ford





One thing that I am especially proud of this season is the band's rededication to helping
our community. This year we have donated the ticket proceeds from our concerts to worth-
while community groups. So far this year, we have raised over $4500.00 for organizations
such as AssistHers, PFLAG, and AIDS Foundation Houston. With your participation in this
evening's concert, we will be able to present a check to the Montrose Counseling Center,
another great organization who is celebrating 30 years of service to the community.

The reasonthat we cansupport the community aswe havethis year isthat we havetremendous
support ourselves. The costs of these performances were paid for through the generosity of
our donors, sponsors such asConcierge Travel and OutsmartMaqazine, and grants from the
Tom Moore Community Music Foundation and the Houston Arts Alliance. Since it is our 30th

Anniversary,we would also be remissif we didn't mention Ed Moninger and Marion E.Coleman
who have been there for the band since the very beginning.

As you will see from this evening's performance, the state of the band is great. Even as we
bring you this concert, we are looking forward to next season which will be called Beyond
Fences: Music Without Borders. We will be bringing you great music from all over the world,
all the while continuing our support of the community here at home. We hope you will join
us on this fantastic voyage.

Welcome from the President

Welcome to the final concert of the Houston Pride Band's 30th

anniversary season. During the course of the year, our
performances have celebrated diversity, the holiday season,
relationships and family. Tonight, we celebrate the Houston
Pride Band and what it hasmeant to us and to the community.
Whether you first knew of the band asthe Montrose Marching
Band, the Montrose Symphonic Band, the Lone Star
Symphonic Band, or the Houston Pride Band, we will have
something for you.

Kevin Taylor, President
Houston Pride Band

Houston
Pride

B8I1d
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Houston (Jlri(fe (}jaM (]Jay
f£acli aay countless Houstonians are served' 6y se(fJess indioiduals ana
organizations tfiat seek-to maliga aif.ference in tlie fives of otliers. 'Witli a sense of
pride in ourgreat city ana its diuerse communities, a small group of musicians came
togetlier in 1978 to form tlie 9dontrose 9darcliine (]3anaas an avenue to malig
music ana meet new friends.

Over tlieyears, tfiat smarrgroup of musicians grew into tlie J{ouston <PrUfe(]Jatui,
a strone organization tfiat lias represented tlie City of Houston on tlie national
stage ana uses its talents to support ana raise awareness for causes wliicli are
important to Houston 'sgay, fes6ian, 6ise:QM.{ana transqendered' community.

rJliisyear the Houston <PrUfeCBanacefe6rates 30years of maRine music to support
ana serve our community. In recognition ana appreciation of its dedication ana
service to tlie community, tlie City of Houston conqratulates ana commends tlie
Houston <PrUfeCBanaon this milestone occasion, ana extends 6est wishesfor many
moreyears of maRine music ana maRine a aif.ference in tlie fives of otliers.

'Iherefore, I, (]3i{{'Wliite, 9dayor of tlie City of Houston, liere6yproclaim June 27,
2008, as:

Houston (Jlri(fe (}jaM (]Jay
in 'Houston, 'Texas, ana urge all citizens tojoin me in tfianRine tlie Houston
<PrUfeCBanafor tlie service it lias rendered'to our city for so many years.

in Houston, Texas.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto
set my hand and have caused the
Official Seal of the City of Houston to
be affixed this 26th day of June, 2008,
A.D.

!SftJUt&.
Bill White

Mayor of the City of Houston



Founder & Conductor, Andy Mills, 1982

THE HOUSTON PRIDE BAND

MISSION STATEMENT

• To advocate for the GLBT community by promoting
knowledge and understanding through music.

• Toprovideopportunitiesfor highcalibermusicalperformances
for the GLBT community and beyond.

• To provide a welcoming and comfortable musical outlet
for GLBT and GLBT-friendly wind, brass and percussion
players.

• To support and raiseawarenessfor causeswhich are
important to the GLBT community.

MEMBERSHIP
The Houston Pride Band is open to all brass,woodwind, and
percussion players. We welcome musicians of all skill levels.
If you are interested in joining us, please give us a call or
email us so that we can gather some information from you
and make arrangements to have music ready for you when
you arrive.

REHEARSALS
The band rehearses on Wednesday evenings from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. at Resurrection MCC, 2025 West 11th Street.

WAYS TO HELP

THE HOUSTON PRIDE BAND
• Donate an instrument, sheet music or other band-related
items.

• Link your web site to ours: www.houstonprideband.org

• Tell a friend about us

• Support our fundraisers, activities and performances

• Email us for more information at
info@houstonprideband.org

• Join the band as a musician or band aid



2007 -2008 BOARP OF DIRECTORS
Top, left to right:

Cary Byrd, Joe Wiese, Arthur McGimsey, Noel Freeman

Bottom, let to right:
Kevin Taylor, Debbie Hunt, Casey Sherrell

PRODUCTION

CREW
Trudy Allen

Cary Byrd
Noel Freeman

Debbie Hunt
Lisa Mace

Rudy Martinez
Art McGimsey

Andy Mills
Connie Moore

Kevin Nield
Casey Sherrell

Kevin Taylor
RussellBen Williams

Nancy Wintle

Tom Moore, 1989

Conductor, Roy Cisneros, 1989



Inspired by his vision
and awed by his dedication

to Houston's
glbt community arts,

the Houston Pride Band
thanks Andy Mills

for being a part of tonight's
anniversary celebration!

YOUR LIFE PARTNERS

IN HOME AND CAR

DAVID BOVVERS Be: JOHN NAGY

CONGRA TULATIONS HOUSTON PRIDE BAND •••30 Y.EARS



Proudly
supporting the

Houston
Pride Band
since 1988



Artistic Director
Emeritus,
Andy Mills

Guest Emcee,
Nancy Ford

It's a natural fit that Nancy Ford
should emcee Houston Pride
Band's historic 30th anniversary
concert: Since arriving in the
Bayou City in 1981, Nancy has
made her living onstage and in
print, comedically chronicling
the events that make up gay

and lesbian history. "What a World, What a World," her wry
commentary on all things gay, has been published in numer-
ous local and national publications since 1986, as have her
insightful, breezy interviews with notable gay and lesbian
icons. In 1994, Nancy helped create OutSmart magazine
where she currently serves as senior editor.

Artistic Director,
Jason Stephens

Conductor Emeritus Andy Mills
constructed a solid foundation for
this organization with his love for
music and desire to share it with
others. Mr. Mills majored in music

at Ohio State University from 1956 through 1960. After
graduation he enlisted in the U.S. Navy where he was
conductor and concert pianist for the Navy Band through
1964. Following his stint in the military, Mr. Mills traveled to
Germany and studied conducting with Herbert VOri Karajan,
who conducted the Berlin Philharmonic for 35 years. Mr.
Mills founded the Montrose Symphonic Band and was its
principal conductor from 1981 to 1985. As many as 75
musicians played regularly with the band in those early
years. Today he continues to provide inspiration and
support to the Houston Pride Band.

Jason Avery Stephens originally hails from Silsbee, Texas,
where he graduated from High School. He graduated of
Lamar University in Beaumont, Texas in 2003, receiving a
Bachelor's in Music Education. He studied conducting with
Travis Almany, currently the Associate Director of Bands at
TexasA&M University and Dr. Barry W. Johnson, currently the
Vice President for Student Affairs. He also attended a
conducting symposium under the direction of Dr. Craig
Kirchoff, Professor of Conducting and Director of University
Bands at the University of Minnesota.

After moving to Houston in mid-2004, Mr. Stephens joined the Houston Pride Band as a
Bassoonist in 2005. Soon after he was asked to fill the role as Interim Artistic Director in
early 2006 and subsequently appointed Artistic Director in November 2006. He has
helped foster the growth and musicianship of the Houston Pride Band, from around 15
members when he originally joined, to its present complement of over 35 people.

Mr. Stephens currently works for the Houston Public Library as a Special Projects
Coordinator in the Planning and Facilities Division. He plans to pursue his Master's degree
in Library and Informational Sciences, with a specialization in Music Librarianship, from the
University of North Texas in the near future. Mr. Stephens is also the music librarian for
the revolutionary River Oaks Chamber Orchestra, a innovative and engaging chamber
orchestra in the Houston metropolitan area. As a performer, Mr. Stephens plays with various
chamber ensembles within the Houston Pride Band and is a Substitute Bassoonist with the
Houston Civic Symphony.



FLUTE
Jonathan Ellis
Victor Kendall
Tom Perkinson
Joel Quinones

OBOE
Eileen Louvier
Lupe Ybarra

BASSOON
David DiCamillo

CLARINET
Jim Bozeman
Ron Louvier
Skip Martin

Rudolph Martinez
Michael Schirmacher

Kristin Theriot

BASS CLARINET
Melissa Thompson

Pre-Concert Entertainment by
Andra Haviland (pictured below)

& Kiyona Corpening

CONTRABASS CLARINET
Travis Arbing

FRENCH HORN
Cary Byrd

Rufus Chaney
Noel Freeman

Dave Singletary

ALTO SAXOPHONE
Connie Moore

Kevin Taylor

TROMBONE
Amanda Solis

Kiyona Corpening
Trudy Allen

EUPHONIUM
Casey Sherrell

Russell Ben Williams

BARITONE SAXOPHONE
Lisa Mace

TRUMPET
Mary Beth Alsdorf

Paige Kovar
Arthur McGimsey

Kevin Nield
Greta Ott

TUBA
Elroy W. Forbes Jr.

Pierre Tejada
Joe Wiese

PERCUSSION
Debbie Hunt

Debbie Holmes
Pam Stephens

Live Music & DJ for Ceremonies,
Receptions or Parties

www.bestofbothworlds.cc
281-412-3321 • andramusic@hotmail.com
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Einleitung ("Sunrise") from Also Sprach Zarathustra Richard Strauss
Arranged by Jason Stephens

IVow to Thee, My Country Gustav Holst
Set for band by Ralph Vaughan Williams

Edited by Robert Grechesky

Star Wars Disco Medley John Williams
Arranged by Dave Wolfe

Concerto No.2, Op. 417, in E-flat Major for French Horn W. A. Mozart
Arranged for band by Lorenzo Sansone

Cary Byrd, Horn Soloist

- INTERMISSION -



The Crosley March Henry Fillmore
Andy Mills, Conductor Emeritus

Irish Tune from County Derry Percy Grainger
Arranged for Saxophone Quintet by William Schmidt

Lupe Ybarra and Connie Moore, Alto Saxophone
Melissa Thompson and Kevin Taylor, Tenor Saxophone and

Lisa Mace, Baritone Saxophone

Tiger Rag arranged for Trombone Quartet by Jack Gale

Trudy Allen, Noel Freeman,
Kiyona Corpening and Amanda Solis, Trombones

America, the Beautiful. Samuel Augustus Ward
Arranged by Carmen Dragon

Andy Mills, Conductor Emeritus

Beguine for Band Glenn Osser

Huapango! Jose Pablo Moncayo
Transcribed for Symphonic Band by Leroy Osmon

Former and then-present conductors reunite in 1998
for the Houston Pride Band's 20th Anniversary.

Left to Right: Pierre Tejada, David Christianson, Andy Mills,
Beau Cain, Irvin Decker, Nanisi Barrett Club Carnival, 1999



PROGRAM NOTES

"Jupiter" theme from Gustav Holst's The Planets. Nearly fifty
years later Robert Grechesky discovered the unpublished
Vaughan Williams manuscript in the British Museum and
adapted it for the modern wind band.

German composer Richard Strauss (1864-1949) is arguably
one of the greatest composers of the late Romantic and early
modern periods. He was known mostly for his tone poems and
operas, aswell as being a notable conductor of his day. During
his boyhood, he had the good fortune to attend rehearsals of
the Munich Court Orchestra as well as receive private music in-
struction from its assistant conductor. It was through the per-
suasion of composer Alexander Ritter that Strauss abandoned
his early conservative compositional style and ended up find-

, ing his voice in the classical canon.
Also Sprach Zarathustra is loosely based on Friedrich

Nietzsche's work titled Thus Spake Zarathustra. Nietzsche's
idea for this work describes the concept of "superman", the
goal of humanity. Strauss intended to musically convey an idea
of the development of the human race from its origin, through
the various phases, up to Nietzsche's idea of the superman.
The whole symphonic poem is intended as homage to Niet-
zsche's genius, which found its greatest expression in this
book.

The opening fanfare played tonight introduces a "dawn"
or "sunrise" motif that permeates the structure of the entire
work. It is easily one of the most recognizable themes in music,
thanks in part to Stanley Kubrick's frequent use of it in his
2001: A Space Odyssey. This theme creates conflict with op-
posing tonalities of major and minor, representing the sacred
and profane and permeates the entire symphonic poem.

RalphVaughan Williams (1872-1958) was an influential English
composer of symphonies, opera and film score in addition to
various other genres. His writing developed slowly and it was-
n't until he was 30 that published his first composition. In
1904, he discovered English folk songs and the wealth of
melody and invention that it could bring to his work. Folk
music was fast becoming extinct, and Vaughan Williams be-
came one of its champions. In 1923, Vaughan Williams wrote
one of the pinnacles of wind band literature, English Folk Song
Suite. He went on to write six more pieces for wind band,
helping to solidify it as a viable genre of music.

In 1938, a "pageant" was held in London entitled "Eng-
land's Pleasant Land," its theme being of Britain's ecology. For
the prelude to the evening's special event, Vaughan Williams
wrote I Vow to Thee, My Country, a setting for band of the

photos this page, Band Camp circa 1982

John Williams (b. 1932) is best known as the most famous film
music composer of our generation. His body of work ranges
from music for four Olympic games, numerous television
series and concert pieces and over seventy films, most notably
Indiana Jones, Jaws, Superman, Star Wars, Schindler's List and
the Harry Potter series. He was also the principal conductor of
the Boston Pops Orchestra for thirteen years and is now their
laureate conductor.

Star Wars, the epic space opera, originally premiered in
1977 and has spawned six movies as well as multiple novels,
video games, comic books and television series. Tonight's
adaptation, titled Star Wars Disco Medley, is a tribute to the
early days of Star Wars and of Houston's GLBT band.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's (1756-1791) Horn Concerto No.
2 in E-flat Major, K. 417, is one of four horn concertos written
by the prodigal son of classical music. Mozart wrote this work
for the horn player Joseph Ignaz Leutgeb in 1783. Although
Leutgeb had once been a promising virtuoso, he was now
working in a cheese business owned by his wife's family and
pursuing music only on the side. Despite his unspectacular
career, Leutgeb must have been an accomplished horn player.
Over 150 years later, in 1956, Lorenzo Sansone, an Italian-
American horn player, teacher and designer, arranged this
concerto for band to introduce the pleasure of Mozart's music
to a new generation of musicians who might otherwise never
get to play any of his music.

This particular composition has long been known as the
second of the four concertos, though recent scholarship
investigating the chronology of these works has suggested
that it might be the earliest of them. It follows the usual three-
movement concerto format, beginning with an unhurried
Allegro maestoso that suggests the latter of these adjectives,
"majestic," as, with broad melodies well suited to the warm,
noble tone of the horn. The second movement brings a song-
like Andante, whereas the finale is cast as a "hunting rondo,"
with fanfares and other athletic figures for the solo instrument.



James Henry Fillmore (1881-1956) was born in Cincinnati,
Ohio as the eldest of five children. In his youth he mastered
piano, guitar, violin, and flute - as well as the slide trombone,
which at first he played in secret, as his conservative religious
father believed it an uncouth and sinful instrument. He began
composing at 18, with his first published march, Higham,
named after a line of brass instruments. He entered the
Cincinnati Conservatory of Music in 1901 and after this, he
traveled around the United States as a circus bandmaster with
his wife, an exotic dancer named Mabel May Jones.

A prolific composer, Fillmore wrote over 250 tunes and
arranged orchestrations for hundreds more; he also published
a great number of tunes under various pseudonyms. While
best known for march music and screamers, he also wrote fox-
trots, hymns, novelty numbers, overtures and waltzes. His love
for the trombone inspired him to write an entire family of
trombone marches (most notably Shoutin' Liza Trombone and
Lassus Trombone).

In the 1920s he was back in Cincinnati, directing the
Shriners Temple Band, which he turned into one of the most
virtuosic marching bands in the country. The Crosley March,
named for Powell Crosley, a prominent figure in Cincinnati,
Ohio, has become a favorite of the Houston Pride Band over
its thirty years.

The words to America the Beautiful were written in 1895 by
Katharine Lee' Bates, an English professor at Wellesley
College, after a train trip to Colorado. Several existing pieces
of music were adapted to the poem, but the hymn tune
composed in 1882 by Samuel Augustus Ward was generally
considered the best as early as 1910 and is still the popular
tune today. Mr. Ward died in 1903, never knowing the national
stature his music would attain. Miss Bates was more fortunate,
as the song's popularity was well established by her death in
1929.

The arrangement by Carmen Dragon, famed conductor
of the Hollywood Symphony Bowl, has become one of the
most popular versions performed, even being played at
President Gerald Ford's funeral service by the US Armed
Forces Symphony and Chorus.

Glenn Osser (b. 1914) is a famous musician, arranger and
conductor. He studied music education and theory at the
University of Michigan, graduating in 1935. Osser became a
familiar name in the USA during the 1950s for his work on

various television shows, working as a staff arranger for ABC
from 1947 to 1968 and as the music director for the Miss
America Pageant. He also arranged extensively for the Boston
Pops Orchestra when it was led by John Williams. Credited
with a mass of work spanning more than 60 years, Glenn Osser
is remembered asamong the finest of arrangers and conductors
of his era.

A beguine is a ballroom dance based on a native dance of
Martinique and St. Lucia. In 1954 Glenn Osser very adeptly
captured the flirtatious beguine rhythms in Beguine for Band.
This is one of his earliest and most popular works and show-
cases all the various sections of the wind band.

Mexican composer and pianist Jose Pablo Moncayo (1913-
1958) studied composition at the Mexico City Conservatory
with Carlos Chavez and also studied with Aaron Copland.
From 1949 to 1954 he conducted the Mexico Symphony
Orchestra but made most of his living as a jazz pianist in
cabarets. He dedicated himself to championing both traditional
and modern Mexican music, and his compositions pay homage
to native idiom.

Composed in 1941, Moncayo's Huapango is a tribute to
the Jalisco region where he grew up, and has proved to be
Moncayo's best-known work. But what is a huapango? The ori-
gin of the word has given rise to much debate. There are three
theories of its origin varying from Aztec to Spanish, but all der-
ivations point to dancing. It is cast in the form of a rhapsody
based on three of the best-known huapango tunes. Like
Ravel's Bolero, which it resembles to some extent, Huapango
is first and foremost a vivid display of orchestral color. For all
its apparently spontaneous, even riotous, invention, it is
closely organized: all its elements are interrelated either
melodically or rhythmically.

Proceeds from tonight's ticket sales benefit

~
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2008 HOUSTON PRIDE CELEBRATION
The celebration continues tomorrow, Saturday, June 28, as the Houston Pride

Band marches proudly in the Houston Pride Parade. Featuring a colorful disco
theme, Pride 2008 reminds us that for-the past thirty years, and into the distant
future, We Are Family!

The Houston Pride Band could not exist without its loyal family of season
sponsors, donors and supporters! Many thanks for your support and dedication
to the band! See you at the parade!

2007 -2008 Media Sponsor
OutSmart Magazine

2007 -2008 Season Sponsor
Concierge Travel

2007-2008 Individual Season Supporters
Phil Agler & Ronald LaCarna

Charlotte Avery & Arden Eversmeyer
Jim Groves

. Ron Gruener
Janice Lee Ives & Scottie Scott

Ed Moninger
Neartown Animal Clinic

Jessica Newman
Weldon & Sands
Randall Whitmore

W.L. Wotipka, Ph.D.

CONCIERGE
TRAVEL, INC.

2007 -2008 Corporate Season Supporters
American Express

City of Houston Arts Alliance
Hewlett Packard

Tom Moore Community Music Foundation

Longtime Supporters
Marion E. Coleman

Ed Moninger
Charles Armstrong

Greg Jeu, OutSmart Magazine
Peter Squire, Tom Moore Community Music Foundation

Special Thanks
Nancy Wintle, Technical Director

Russell Ben Williams, Program Design
Nancy Ford

Crescendo Recordings
Hobby Center for the Performing Arts

Deborah Bell
Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church

Driftwood Catering

Parade Thanks
Chris Monteith, Marching Director and Arranger

Samantha Mitchell, Lead Dancer
Houston Pride Band Dance Team

Nikki Barefoot
Crazy Earl



Join the Houston Pride Band for our 2008-2009 Season

BEYOND FENCES: MUSIC WITHOUT BORDERS
For our next season, the Houston Pride Band will explore
the many facets of the world that we live in: the people,
cultures and environment around us.Through our concerts
we will present a multitude of cultures and how they have
influenced our lives and our music.

October 18, 2008
With a trip from Europe to Africa, to Asia, and back home
with a special visit to LasVegas, your musical passport will
start filling up fast.

December 14, 2008
In what is becoming an exciting annual event, the Houston
Pride Bandwill perform in conjunction with the Resurrection
MCC Music Ministries in a festive holiday spectacular. We
will still be able to sneak in a few more countries on our
world tour.

March 7, 2009 '
Crisscrossing the globe, the band examines everything
from Russianroyal music to Australian folksongs. We also
look at how music from other cultures are represented on
Broadway.
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Robert Zahn
(409) 939-9237

- ---. - l

KARENDERR
Be ASSOCIATES REALTY I
KarenDerr.com

April 2009, date to be announced
A first for the Houston Pride Band as we present a free
family concert at Houston's new Discovery Green Park. It
will be a great day for a picnic and to enjoy music for
children and adults alike.

June 13, 2009
The band ends its musical journey with stops in Japan,
England, Chile and more. Of course, we will celebrate our
return home with some music from the USA.

CONGRATULATIONS

HOUSTON

PRIDE BAND
ON THIRTY YEARS OF

CELEBRATING OUR PRIDE!

~

Judge Steven Kirkland
Candidate for the 215th Judicial
District Court of Harris County

6 years judicial experience, Houston Municipal Courts
17 years of legal experience

25 year history in Democratic politics and GLBT civic issues

www.KirklandForJudge.com



JOHN B. HARLE
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
212 E. MAIN STREET

BELLVILLE.TX 77418-1526
979-865- 3198

Congratulations to the

Houston Pride Band
and best wishes

on your

so- Anniversary!

THE:JOV~O~ CHRI~TMA~
WITH

THE MONTROSE MARCHING BAND
--=::-::c-::-:=-:--==--=:-;'" . - ••

TWIRLERS_I & DRILL TEAM

fRIDAVOE:C€MBE:R14.1979AT8.00P.M. 1979
\lJNDAV DE:CE:MBE:R16. 1979 AT5.00 &- 8.00 P.M.

Manage Your Pet's Healthcare Online!

River Oaks & Montrose Area

Small Animal Medicine - Surgery
Wellness * Ultrasound * X-Ray

Dentistry * Boarding * Diets
Senior Discount

1314 Woodhead * Houston, TX 77019
713-526-1502

www.neartownvet.com
Hours

Mon-Fri 7:30-6:30 * Sat 9-1

Netlrtown
Animal
Clinie

ACCR£DfTED PRAC11CIl

riIillli1 ,.Dedicated to
AMERICAN Veterinary
H1rJ~ Excellence

ASSOOAnON

AAHA
Amedited

~
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Adams, Dale
Armstrong, Brack

Astramovich, Mark
Barry, Joey

Blizzard, Mike
Brooke, Roy

Cisneros, Roy
Clack, Randy

Clayton, David
Cooper, Paul
Corder, Rich

Cowie, Michael
Davis, Chad

Dunwoody, Dennis
Estringel, Noe
Fehler, Brian

Garza, Robert
Gamewell, Mark
Hageman, Ron

Hamilton, David
Hammer, David

'J#t~
Haslacker, R
Heeney, Bobb
Hondros, Lew

Huff, Bill
Johnson, Tom
Julia, Randy

Kennedy, Phil
Lake, Dougla
Leach, Roger
Lenton, Will
Lippert, Leif

Malone, Roger
Martin, Lester
Mason, Ron

Massey, Doug
McCall, Jerry
McCurry, Bill

McGee, David
Miller, Jeremy
Moncrief, Clint

Moore, Tom

Your biggest fan,
Melissa Thompson

Congratulations Houston Pride Band
for 30 incredible years. Praise to the
past presidents and current, for
the LGBA delegates and officers
representing our band over the
past 30 years. Thanks to every

board member for the countless
hours spent in promoting our music

and serving our band.
Hats off to our talented artistic directors past and

present. Blessings to the librarians, party planners,
volunteers, show organizers, campy coordinators,
photo-takers, stage and rehearsal set-up volunteers
and to our audience who has continued to support us
throughout the years.

Hugs and kisses to our spouses who watch us
wander off every Wednesday evening to toot our
horns and forget about life for a few hours, while only
noticing the notes on the sheet of music.

Thanks to the givers of scholarships, grants, special
funding and institutions that have allowed us to
rehearse in their halls.

It is a privilege and an honor to have played with
each of you past and present, and to know somehow
we left this world a better place through our music.

Blessings to you.

MelissCl,
Conqrats to you in this celebration for
Houston Pride Band's 30 years] God bless
you for the gifts you bring to music, to
band. to this world and to me!'

You are so beClutiful to music, to this
world Clnd to mel! My love always and
forever!

StClCY



The South's Weekly Gay Newspaper / Issue #147/ July 13, 1979

CHICAGO - An estimated 4000
marched or rode in cars and
floats in Chicago June 24 in
celebration of Cay Pride Day.
Many others looked on.

Among the marchers, two
men were dressed as choirboys
and roller-skated their way down
the parade rou te. Women in
a car C'" ·~tpd "We are every-
where" At "..next

~~'8QOhtrOse
strucl 11--
men ••••
24

ay America's biggest week ever

E ARE EVERYWHERE

Though virtually Ignored
by the local press.gay
Houston tumed out In

huge numbers to
celebrate Its own

Independence Day.With
the help of KRLY"FM,

which called Itself the
official parade band and

Played rousing diSCO
marches all afternoon,

f:~et~~~~d;dg~~1h~~g:~ ~
to a throng Of some ,q- r

20,000by the time the '\
paraders had wound their ,

way through the 'f'
Montrose"



CircaJune 1978, Excited about the pending March on Wash-
ington are Southwestern Bell (AT&T) employees: Randy Julia
(oboe), Alvin Hopkins (Piccolo), Rufus Chaney (trumpet) and
Randy Richards (Alto Sax)

Houston Pride Band History

19705 - End of a Decade, Beginning of an Era

1978 was an historic year for the gay and lesbian community
in the United States. As it approached ten years since the
Stonewall Riots, the gay community was finding its political
and economic strength. The rainbow flag was first unfurled
as a symbol of our community, and the Gay Bob doll,
complete with its own closet, appeared on store shelves.

In the midst of everything that was happening across the
country, a group of musicians started meeting in a home to
start making music together. Lead by Clint Moncrief, Rue
Starr, and Rufus Cheney, the Montrose Marching Band was
formed. The group was sponsored by the Montrose Activity
Center. In April of 1979 the group began rehearsals in the
service building in Cherryhurst Park in the heart at Cherry-
hurst Street and Windsor Street just north of Westheimer.

For a young band, it proved to be a busy year. The band
first provided a pep band for a Police vs Gays softball
game in June. On July 1st, the Montrose Marching Band
made its first parade appearance at the first gay pride
parade held in Houston. Clad in red tennis shoes, blue
jeans, white shirts, bandanas, and hard hats, MMB was a hit
with the crowds.

Bigger things to were to come though. On October 14th
1979, the first Gay and Lesbian March on Washington took
place. At the march, the Texas contingent led the way with
40 members of the Montrose Marching Band up front.

The year and the decade ended with another first for the
band. The Montrose Marching Band, Twirlers, and Drill
Team presented its first concert, The Joys of Christmas, at
Bering Memorial Methodist Church.

Clint Montcrief directing the Montrose Symphonic Band near
downtown, circa 1979



1980s - A Looming Crisis in the Community

The 1980's proved to be one of the most trying for the gay
community. As AIDS appeared, the gay and lesbian com-
munity found itself with there friends getting sick and dying
around them and a societal backlash from the "gay
disease." The community rose to the occasion and began
to take care of one another when no one else would. The
disease that decimated us also brought us together as
never before.

The new decade saw the Montrose Marching Band
continue performing inside and outside the community. In
March of 1980, MMB was invited to perform in front of
Houston's beautiful Art Deco City Hallfor the Houston Festival.
As the group continued to grow in size and musicality, it
was decided that they should widen the scope from being
a marching band. In 1981 Andy Mills took over, and the
Montrose Symphonic Band and the Montrose Singers were
born. During Pride Week that year, MSB played host to the
Great American Yankee Freedom Band of Los Angeles and
the newly formed Oak Lawn Band of Dallas for the Fred
Paez Memorial Concert and Fireworks Display at Spotts
Park. With the help of supporters such as Jim "Fanny"
Farmer and Mary's bar, the band was able to purchase
instruments and equipment. They began to rehearse at
Bering United Methodist Church.

In 1982, the MSB held their two famous Tower Theater con-
certs. GLBT community bands can serve as a bridge
between communities, since they represent a non-political,
wholesome American pastime. Andy Mills embraced that
by making such classics as America the Beautiful and Crossley
March a standard part of the programming. But a gay
sensibility did shine through. The May concert featured The
Bone Sisters, a trombone quartet in drag belting out such
tunes as Blow the Man Down. Andy was not opposed to
some theatrics on his part either. For the September
concert, he conducted Star Wars wearing a full Chewbacca
mask.



The Montrose Symphonic Band was not the only lesbian and gay band in the U.S.
Starting in Los Angeles, the movement began to spread quickly across the country.
In 1982, the Lesbian & Gay Bands of America was founded, with MSB as a charter
member. The founding members of LGBA were:

San Francisco Gay Freedom Day Marching Band and Twirling Corps
Great American Yankee Freedom Band of Los Angeles
Montrose Symphonic Band
The Big Apple Corps (New York City)
D.C.'s Different Drummers
Oak Lawn Symphonic Band of Dallas
Minnesota Freedom Band
Chicago Gay/Lesbian Community Band

In March of 1984, Andy Mills stepped down and a board
of directors led by Elroy Forbes was elected to handle the
many tasks of running a community band. David Christian-
son stepped in as Artistic Director. The band continued
to perform at community events such as Gay Pride Week,
the Houston and Dallas Pride Parades, the Gay Softball
World Series, and a Texas Gay Rodeo Association event in
Simonton, Texas. The big event of that year was the first
Lesbian and Gay Bands of America massed band concert
at the Hollywood Bowl in California. It was a magical
evening for the performers as well as the audience. The
special guest for the evening was Rita Moreno.

At the end of 1984, R Vernon "Bob" Morgan took over
the conducting duties for the annual Christmas concert.
He continued to lead the band through some great con-
certs in 1985 including a Gay Pride Week concert featur-
ing City Councilman George Greanias narrating Copland's
Lincoln Portrait, and a concert at the Miller Outdoor Theater
featuring local television personality Marijane Vandiver.

By the late 1980's the AIDS epidemic began to take its
toll on the band. The group which had as many as 75 per-
formers was down to around 30, many musicians playing
as long as they could until their health would not allow it
anymore. MSB members found themselves performing in

more and more benefits for AIDS organizations, including
a special one in 1986 featuring Andy Mills in a return to
the podium in memory of the band members they had
lost. The concert featured singers Marsha Carlton and
Teresa Mauney.

Several conductors helped get the band through the end
of the decade, including Jerry Bach, Ralph Gutierrez, and
Roy Cisneros. In 1987, the band officially changed its
name to the Lone Star Symphonic Band.

NewYork,New Yorkconcert at TowerTheater, 1982.
JoelQuinones(flute), Unidentified (oboe), Debbie Seagraves
(frenchhorn),David Christianson(bassoon),Will Lenton (clarinet)

Montrose Marching Band performs at DallasGay Pride, 1985



19905 - Excitement Abroad, Trouble at Home

1990 brought the band's first opportunity to travel inter-
nationally. The third Gay Games was being held in
Vancouver, British Columbia, and the Lone Star Symphonic
Band wanted to be part of it. Through much fund raising,
they were able to send all 25 members of the band to
participate. Members marched in the opening and closing
ceremonies as well as at a sold-out performance in
Vancouver's historic Orpheum Theater.

After traveling all the way to Canada, the LGBA world
came to Houston the following year, as the Houston band
hosted the fall conference in 1991. Itwas an exciting, western-
themed weekend that culminated in a concert at Jones
Hall, featuring a band with over one hundred musicians
from across the country. Roy Cisneros lead the evening.
Guest conductors included Conductor Emeritus and found-
ing member Andy Mills, Tom Graff of Vancouver's Lesbian
and Gay Rainbow Band; Nanisi Barrett, LSSB's swing band
conductor; and Susan Wood, Associate Conductor of the
Minnesota Freedom Band.

Another historic opportunity occurred in 1993. With the
election of Bill Clinton as President of the United States,
LGBAwas invited to perform at the Inaugural Parade. Six
members of the LSSBwent to the event. The massed band
played along the parade route on the freezing January
afternoon. In a memorable moment, the band played
America the Beautiful as the President walked by. When
he saw the LGBA banner, he smiled and gave a "thumbs
up" to the band. As any musician who was there will tell
you, it was a tremendously moving moment.

1994 brought yet another major event. This time it was the
Gay Games in New York City, and LSSBwould play an even
bigger role. The massed band concert was at the
Paramount Theater at Madison Square Garden. The band's
own Connie Moore produced the concert, a major feat in
the era before emails! And Nanisi Barrett served as the
Artistic Director for the Event. The concert was well
attended, especially considering the competition: Barbara
Streisand was playing on the main stage, next door.

The Houston Pride Band is an active member of the Lesbian & Gay Band Association
(LGBA), an international musical organization comprised of twenty-eight concert and
marching bands from cities across America, Canada and Australia.

Member bands of LGBA have joined forces to perform for events such as the 1993 and
1997 Clinton Inaugural Parades, every March on Washington and at Gay Games Sports
and Cultural Festivals around the world.

The next massed band event takes place in New York City where bands will join to
'-----_-_~_-' march in the Greenwich Village Halloween Parade as part of the "Deliciously Wicked!"
conference activities provided by New York's host band, the Lesbian & Gay Big Apple Corps.

For more information about the Lesbian & Gay Band Association, visit their web site at www.gaybands.org.



During all this time, the band was still fulfilling its local
community duties. Three concerts a year, along with the
parades and other events stretched the band thin. In
1994 Roy Cisneros stepped down after what was the
longest tenure of any of the band's conductors. The band
was exhausted and almost ready to stop. Three members,
Connie Moore, Debbie Hunt, and Russell Ben Williams,
refused to say "die" though. Buoyed by the emotional
support from other bands that they received at the LGBA
Fall Conference in Ft. Lauderdale, they plotted a come-
back. Filled with renewed hope, changed attitudes, and
a new sense of direction, they came back to Houston to
begin the process of reviving the band.

In February 1995, the trio gathered past musicians and
recruited new members to attend a meeting to determine
a course of action and find a new rehearsal space. Dignity-
Houston came to the rescue. On April 21, 1995, with
coordinating efforts of C. Patrick Mcilvain, the Rice
University Gay & Lesbian Alumni, and Pride-Rice Gay &
Lesbian Student Group, the band made its first public
appearance as the Houston Pride Band, in a perform-
ance benefiting the Annise Parker Campaign Fund.

Later that year, several members of the band traveled to
Indianapolis, Indiana for the Fall 1995 LGBA conference.
LGBAmusicians participated in a touching performance
for an audience of attending members of the annual
PFLAG conference.

Inthe Spring of 1996, the Houston Pride Band and Dallas'
Oak Lawn Band, under the artistic direction of Beau Cain,
former assistant conductor of the Lone Star Symphonic
Band, joined forces to bring LGBA to San Antonio, Texas
for a massed band performance in front of the Alamo.

Membership in the band was growing steadily, but one
thing was still missing: a full-time Artistic Director. The
band had not had a permanent conductor since its
rebirth as the Houston Pride Band. Members of the
group took turns at the conductor's podium, but the lack
of a primary conductor was making it increasingly difficult
to learn new music to present to the gay and lesbian

community. Finally late in 1996, Lynne Weynand joined
the group as Artistic Director/Conductor. Within weeks,
she whipped the group into shape and the band put on
a series of Christmas performances at Dickens on the
Strand in Galveston, and at the Briar Patch, E.J.'s,
Rascal's, and finally at Gentry's bars in Houston. Members
of the board of directors for the Tom Moore Community
Music Foundation, Inc. were on hand at the Gentry's
performance and made a surprise announcement: the
band had been chosen as the primary recipient of a grant
from the foundation. With the grant, the band had a
huge advantage over years past. The group was able to
purchase new instruments, repair old ones, and restock
the music library. The band soared to new heights under
the baton of Ms. Weynand.

In January of 1997, LGBA was again invited to perform at
President Clinton's second inaugural parade. This time
Lynne Weynand was chosen as one of the conductors for
the event. The event kicked off the year in a grand style
and the band kept it going with over seventeen perform-
ances throughout the year.

1997 was also the year that the Houston Pride Committee
moved the annual parade to the night. The Houston
Pride Band took advantage of the change and created
uniforms of black pants and shirts under shimmering gold
lame vests and capes, topped off with glow-in-the-dark
accessories. The twenty-two member band was joined by
twenty more musicians from Dallas' Oak Lawn Band for a
memorable march down Westheimer.

1998 brought the third Gay Games of the decade. This
time it was Amsterdam, and members of the band made
the trek across the Atlantic for the event. There was ten
days of events and performances, both large and small,
culminating in a spectacular closing ceremonies perform-
ance for a crowd of over 200,000 spectators at the Ajax
soccer stadium. Another highlight was the Pride Parade
that took place entirely on boats along the canals of
Amsterdam. The musicians braved motion sickness as
they played for the throngs that formed along either side
of the canal.



20005 - A Resurgence (

E

The turn of the century found the Houston Pride Band again \
without a conductor. A few staunch members rehearsed F
every week. Arthur Dickey, David Christenson, and Pierre (
Tejada all took the baton at different times to keep the ~
band going. Still supporting the community, the band ~
played at events such as AIDS Walk, the Bering United ~
Methodist Church's Spring Fling, Galveston's Dickens on S

the Strand, and of course the annual Houston Pride Parade.

The September 'll" attack on the World Trade Center in ~
New York City in 2001 shook the world. For a couple of
weeks after, air traffic was suspended, and we didn't know
if or when another strike would occur. The LGBAconference
that year was scheduled for the third week in September in I

St. Louis. There was much discussion about canceling the
event, but the organizers felt that, if nothing else, the
accompanying concert would serve as a diversion and a
place of relief for the community. Band members from all
over the country got in their cars, including Houston Pride
Band's Russell Williams, and drove to the conference.

As the 25th Anniversary of the Houston Pride Band
approached, the board decided that a celebration was in
order, and the first self-produced concert in several years
was planned for October of 2003. Band member Scott
Ashcraft stepped forward to conduct. The small group of
performers that night hoped that the concert would help
the band turn a corner, and they were right.

HPB continued putting together concerts and performing
throughout the community. In the fall of 2004 Scott Ashcraft
stepped down as the Artistic Director. Fortunately, a friend
of the band, Les Wood, stepped right in to help pull off the
holiday concert for the year. He then led the band in their
most musically challenging concert, Out West. Special
guest Emcee was Gene Mikulenka, the first openly gay
rodeo champion.

Houston Pride Band membes in Sydney, AUS
for Gay Games VI in 2002

Diane Schattenberg,
Fall2004

Melissa Thompson,
Pride 2006



Slowlybut surely the band began to grow, and the audi-
encebegan to grow as well, but in the Fall of 2005, Les
Wood stepped down, and the band received help at the
podium from several different band members who con-
ducted the Holiday Vacation Spots concert featuring
music from around the world. Following this concert
bassoonist Jason Stephens stepped to the podium on a
full-time basis and has been building up the band ever
since.

2006 brought, in addition to more concerts, parades and
other performances, the Gay Games in Chicago. Many
band members traveled to the Windy City to take part.
Eventsincluded a field show (complete with a streaker) at
Chicago's Soldier Field, a memorable concert at Millen-
niumPark, and closing ceremonies at Wrigley Field.

Inanticipation of its 30th Anniversary, the Houston Pride
Banddecided to rededicate itself to the community. Starting
with the first concert of the 2007-2008 season, the band
donated the proceeds of ticket sales from the concerts to
worthwhile organizations. The first concert, Celebrating
Diversity, benefited AssistHers. In addition, the band
invited community organizations to set up booths and
provide information during the post concert reception.
Thewinter concert, Celebrating Relationships, benefited
PFLAG. The band also took part in a special Christmas
eventwith Resurrection MCC called Celebrating the Season,
and held the first of what will hopefully be an annual
children's concert at Spotts Park.

The Houston Pride Band's 30 year history is one of many
upsand downs, but some things have remained constant
throughout: our dedication to our music, to our community,
and to each other.

Music, Visibility, Pride

Organization Names

Montrose Marching Band
Montrose Symphonic Band
Lone Star Symphonic Band
Houston Pride Band

1978-1981
1981-1987
1987-1995

1995-present

Conductors & Artistic Directors

~ Clint Moncrief 1978-1981
\1 Andy Mills 1981-1984

\ David Christianson 1984

1'\R Vernon Moore 1984-1985
I

Jerry Bach 1985
Ralph Gutierrez 1985-1988

~ Roy Cisneros 1988-1994
Beau Cain (associate conductor) 1990-1994
Nanisi Barrett (Swing Band)
Ralph Gutierrez (Interim)

eau Cain (Interim)
Lynn Weynand
Irvin Decker
Arthur Dickey (Interim)
Pierre Tejada (Interim)
Virginia Prudence (Interim)
Scott Ashcraft
Les Wood
Jason Stephens

1990-1991
1994

1995-1996
1996-1998

1998
1998-2003
1998-2003

1999
2003-2004
2004-2005

2005-present

Debbie Hunt & LisaMace
AssistHers Softball Tournament 2006

The Houston Pride Band performs at
AIDS Walk 2007



Every Friday - at 10:3Opand midnight Third Ceaat
the Fabulous Four Super Show with SIfInda stJthn,
CC Ryder, Misty Ylldez and I specill guat ••••••.••••.•

Every Saturday Night - is Club light with dutIq DI,
mixing the latest hits and remixes Ind hit ••• dancen.

SUnday on the Saawall- is "BUYWATeH" with $2.00waD
drinks and damesIIc laagnecb unII8pII, $1.III'ililiilllJ.

McSHANE INSURANCE SERVICES
Business and Individual Insurance
• Health • Life • Dental • Disability Income
• Long Term Care • Medicare Supplements

OUR SERVICE SETS US APART FROM THE REST

www.mcshaneinsurance.commcshane@mcshaneinsurance.com
1980 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 1700 • Houston, TX 77056

713-968-6118

~ms-) HUBBARD

000
000000

KATHY HUBBARD. EA
(713) 522-9000 •• FAX: (713) 526-6588

EMAlL: khubbard@hubbardfinancial.com

2615Montrose Boulevard
PO Box 66588 <- Houston, TX 77266-6588

WUDl& UJUIE, photo~On, t/u, iJHlJ~iJ;£.·

• Montrose Softball League • TGRA • HRC Gala
• GMCH & Bayou City Women's Chorus
• Out at TUTS Night at the Hobby Center
• Act OUT/Alley Theatre • Black Tie Dinner
• Houston Pride Band • And more!

BY DALTOH D£HART

www.DaltonDeHart.com



assisthers

www.assisthers.org

When you are ready to
make a difference.

- .'

-< roPR(SSm'
loC)o Promotions •

a Screen Printing a Sublimation

I
a Embroidery a Pad Printing
a Heat Transfers a Custom

l Designs a Business Cards
i a Banners a T-Shirts a Polos

., a Caps a Mugs a Buttons... and More!
We Can Print on Just About

- Anything! 1-

Trudy J. Allen
Graphics and Production Coordinator

832-423-6286 .-
Proud Member

of the Houston Pride Band
since 1988



2517 Ralph St. • Houston, TX 77006 1537 N. Shepherd • Houston, TX 77008

713-527-9071 713-589-9780

Congratulations
on thirty wonJeiful years!

Here's to many more!

'Ed Moninger ir Staff

ProuJly supporting the Houston PriJe 'BanJ.

EJ's Back patio performance/fundraiser in 1990, to raise funds for the band's particiation at Gay Games III in Vancouver.



We know it's not easy to quit.
For many people, it's the
hardest thing they 'II
ever do.

Our state-licensed Chemical Dependency Treatment Program
was developed specifically for us in the GLBT communities.
At MCC, you may talk openly and honestly about what
triggers your addiction.

When you're ready to quit again, call us.
We are here for you.

713.529.0037

401 Branard St. • 2nd Floor • Houston, Texas 77006-5015 • 713.529.0037 """""~~
www.montrosecounsel ingcenter.org
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgender: Your quality of life matters. United Way of Greater Houston

MONTROSE
COUNSELING
CENTER







RUSSELL BEN WILLIAMS
EVENT CATERING & STAFFING

PRIVATE PARTIES· RECEPTIONS' HOLIDAY EVENTS

OPEN HOUSES· OFFICE LUNCHES. ' . /// ~

d·-r-j"ft'•••••w.....@-a-o'-I.comkl"'~
e oud Member of the Huston P' e Band since 1990

AIDS Foundation Houston looks forward to partnering with
the Houston Pride Band for another 30 years!

FOUNDATION
HOUSTON
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