Linda Morales 

Linda Morales’ years of activism have paved the way for much needed change, lifting the quality of life for Latinos and all.  

During the early 1980’s, when HIV Aids had just been identified, Morales served as President of GLHU, Gay and Lesbian Hispanics Unidos.  Because the HIV epidemic was attacking the Hispanic community, she led GLHU to form a special committee charged with educating Hispanics about the disease.  This committee formed what later became the largest HIV AIDS agency helping all GLBT residents in Houston.  Remember that this work was accomplished in the face of heightened fear and prejudice among all, whether gay or straight.

During this time, Morales and a core group of leaders recognized the need to represent Latino LGBT issues on a national level. Morales helped form LLEGO, an organization focused on addressing Health, Immigration, and Political issues. LLEGO later became a 501(c)(3) organization with a home office in Washington, D.C., addressing GLBT needs with housing, education, and legal issues.
Then in the 1990’s, a time when prejudice and discrimination had risen to the level of gay bashing, legislation was slowly initiated to protect lesbians and gays against these crimes.  It was in this climate that Morales joined forces with a few other brave individuals, and as lead Plaintiff challenged Texas’ homosexual conduct law, Texas Penal Code 21.06.  Though the law was not overturned, this action paved the way for many successful legal challenges to come, including the landmark case, Lawrence v. Texas in 2003.  
In the late 1990’s, Morales was voted as Grand Marshall of the annual Houston Pride Week celebration, one of the largest in the country.  She continued in her dedication to women’s issues working with AMIGA, a statewide Latina network determined to raise consciousness and fight against racism and sexism.
The next decade led Morales to a successful two-year campaign organizing Houston Janitors.  This effort culminated with a several civil disobedience actions, resulting in obtaining health insurance and fair working conditions for approximately 5,000 janitors in Houston.  Another first, Morales successfully organized over 500 workers of Mitsubishi/Caterpillar, a rare victory for Houston, Texas and the industry.
Morales’ professional stints include serving as a Legislative Aide in the Texas Senate and House of Representatives; and television specialist on the Marketing Team for the Texas health report with Dr. “Red” Duke, an internationally syndicated health information commentary. 

Currently, Morales works for the Texas Gulf Coast Area Labor Federation, AFL-CIO – helping her union brothers and sisters to build union capacity & political power to improve worker lives. Her work has received much recognition in recent years.
In 2017, Ms. Morales was honored and designated as a Living Legend by the Texas AFL-CIO Tideland Houston Chapter of the A. Philip Randolph Institute at their Honoring Our Legends Gala.  As a supporter of community schools, Ms. Morales recently donated her birthday to students at Durkee Elementary School to help the school secure school uniforms.

In August 2017, Linda Morales was appointed to Harris Health System’s Board of Trustees by Harris County Commissioner Court. And in November 2017, she received El Festival Del Orgullo female award for her contributions to the LGBTQ Latin@ Pride community. In April 2018 she was honored by the Texas Democratic Women Harris County with the Women Making History Award. 
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