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Homosexuals gather for ‘Integrity’

By CHARLENE WARNKEN
Post Religion Writer

A Eroup of homosexuals, which
presently numbers more than 200 mem-

‘Men are filed
under headings
of heterosexual
(good) or home-
sexual (bad)
‘and the church
has taught each
' group to hate
' the other one’

bers, has been meeting at a Roman
Catholic church in central Houston for
the past three years,

“The priests have been very kind to
us,” said Francis Thompson, a spokes-
man for “Integrity,” which is an ouf-
growth of a national Catholic organiza-
tion of homosexuals entitled “Dignity.”

“Our group began as ‘Dignity,” but we
felt we should expand and open the
meetings to all faiths,” Thompson ex-
plained.

A baptized Catholic who left the
church, Thompson said most of the lead-
ers of Integrity are Catholics. But the
group, which meets once g week, is not
religion oriented like the Metropolitan
Community. Church gay Bible study
group which has met at the Montrose
Gaze Community Center.

“We don’t want the name of the
church where we meet publicized be-
cause the priests would be harassed,”
Thompson said. “People in the parish
would get upset if they thought we were
meeting there.”

Members of Integrity, most of whom
are middle aged, have mixed feelings
about any church, he admitted.

“The church has failed not only gays,
but all people regarding sex,” he said.
“Nowhere in the words of Christ do you
find any condemnation of homosexuality.
But by following the words of Paul, the
church has condemned all sex.

‘“The Catholic church even ex-

communicates gays,

priests are gay.” e pmally

The church has divided men into two
categories, Thompson charged.

“Men are filed under the headings of
heterosexual, “‘good,” or homosexual,
“‘bad.”” Through this tactic, the church
has taught each group to hate the other.
Straights hate gays because the church
says homosexuality is bad, Gays hate
straights because of their oppression,”

‘PeOple in the
parish would
get upset

if they knew...

The church’s ideal is the family man,

said Thompson, who himself once fitted
that ideal.

“I was married for seven years,”’ he
recaJ}lTed. “My wife was a Catholic, so I
was baptized when we got married. We
were very happy for five years. We had
two daughters, but the last one was
Jaundiced because of the RH factor. We
d:c}n’t want any more children, but the
priest told us we couldn’t practice birth
control. I wasn’t going to confess what I

didn’t believe was a sin, so I left the
church.”

Thompson also Ileft his wife and
daughters — and became an active ho-

mosexual, which he had been before his
marriage.,

“My wife won’t allow me to see the
girls,” he said pensively. ‘“She threatens
to tell them about me, but when they

are older I hope to tell them "my’self.
Maybe they will understand . . .

Thompson believes that gays should be
accepted by the church as part of the
regular congregation, but he is realistic
enough to realize that this may never
happen.

“The gay church Is growing fast,”” he
said. “But the mother church in Los An-
geles has been burned twice. There has
been a tremendous amount of damage
done by the church’s attitude and per-
secution. I don’t see why gays should be
treated any differently. God is for all
people if they obey Christ’s command to
love,”

The church very slowly Is changing its
attitudes toward gays, added Thompson,
who is working with Montrose Gaze to
establish a gay church in Houston within
the next three months.

“One Protestant denomination has ac-
cepted a gay as an ordained minister
and an Office of Gay Affairs has been
created by the Unitarians,” he pointed
out,

‘I don’t see why
gays should be

treated differently’

The Houston area has a population of
at least 300,000 active homosexuals, ac-
cording to Thompson.

‘“Approximately 10 to 20 per cent of
the country’s population is actively ho-
mosexual,” he claimed. “Ninety per
cent of the gays I know have had hetero-
sexual relations — and a good number
of them are married.”

“A number of ministers are accepting
us, but their congregations are some-
thing else. If they know you are homo-
sexual, they shun you. I feel God loves
homosexuals as much as heterosexuals—
maybe more.”

‘By following the
words of Paul
the church has

condemned all sex’

Thompson described himself as 2
“very deeply religious person.”

“Since I came to accept mysel,
thanks to Gay Lib, I have accepted God
and my fellow man. My main interest
now is in helping Gay Lib — and I think
faith in God is a very necessary part of
it.”

“If anyone thinks that being a homo-
sexual makes you any less of a man, he
hasn’t met Troy Perry,” he added.

Perry is the founder of the Metropoli-
tan Community Church, which opened
its doors in Los Angeles six years ago.
He also is the author of the book “The
Lord is my Shepherd and He Knows I
Am Gay.”

Thompson knows he is gay — but he
doesn’t pretend to know the reasons
why. He doesn’t accept what he calls the
“usual myths” about why gays are gay.

“All the old myths are being dis-
pelled,” he said. “It used to be said that
gays had a dominant mother and a pas-
sive father. Well, my father is no mouse
and my mother is not domineering. They
have a very good relationship.

“I am one of five children — and am
the only one who is homosexual. I don't
hate women, although I know some gays
who do. But I know some hetereosexuals
who do t00,” he laughed.

“I think it was born in me,” he
mused. “If anything, gays are overly
sensitive, I always loved art and classi-
cal music. But Eisenhower and Churchill
liked art — and they weren’t gay.”

Thompson has admitted his homosex-
uality to his family and has been ac-
cepted by them, he reported,

“I am very open,” he said. “My fa-
ther is not gay, but he is Involved with
Gay Liberation. I am his son and he
says “Your fight is my fight too.”

Thompson does not believe homosex-
uality is a mental illness.

“Back In the ’50s, gays all thought
they were sick and were freaks. We
have been called ‘sinners’ by the church
and ‘sick’ by psychiatrists, but we are
neither sinners nor sick. We are Jjust
people who love differently.

“Men are the last minority group, but
I think all people need to be liberated
sexually — and need to accept each oth-
er. Bigots wear their bigotry as a Syrm-
bol of pride, but I don't understand how
anyone can be proud of hating. We are
not made to hate.

“Jesus said to love your neighbor,”
Thompson concluded. “That doesn’t
mean you have to do what he does, but
it means you recognize his right to do

N.l..'.-._ b e ol

ey TR
= |

S

‘Church has failed,’

says priest who meets with gays

The assistant pastor of the Houston Catholic
church that allows 200 homosexuals to meet
there each week calls himself the chaplain of
the group.

“I'sit'in on all the meetings,” he explained.
“I'maintain an interest in them — and I think
it does count. It gives them moral support.”
The church has failed to minister to homo-
sexuals in the past, the priest said.

“The church has adopted a kind of ostrich
head-in-the-sand attitude, hoping they will go

1
-c-hi_"!l_r"""*h"’""*“*"i.l .

S0 the pastor here has given them the use of
the hall.”

The bishop of the Galveston-Houston dio-
cese, John L. Morkovsky, Is aware that the
group meets at the church, the assistant pas-
tor said.

“He walked in on one of our meetings one
time — and several of the Catholic members
recognized him. He wasn’t attending the meet-

ing, but came In by mistake. He knows that
we are there,”

“I am sure many of us priests haye homo-
sexual tendencies, but we seem to be scared
of anyone finding out, especially since we
work with altar boys. :

“The impression is that every last homosex-
ual is a child molester, but this is not true.

We have had no problems with the people who
have met here.”

The priest said the church group ‘“‘seems to
be the only organized gay group here in Hous-

folded — and now Montrose Gaze no longer

has a place to meet. These people need some-
thing there to maintain them. I thought they
might want to meet only once a month, but

they come week after week. It serves a pur-
pose-?!

The number of homosexuals in the Houston
area has greatly increased since the opening
of NASA, the priest maintained.

The homosexuals who meet at the church do
not have religious services there — and are
ministered to only by the presence of the
priest who attends their meefings.

“They must concentrate upon themselves —
and develop their own Personalities,” the
priest said.

“Gays shouldn’t undersell themselves, as
they so often do. There is a lot of talk about

it."

Gay Lib, but it has to be the person himself {
h who liberates himself. It is this that T find
The priest said he knows “several priests ton. has brought tremendous growth to the city,” greatly lacking among gays: A sense of per-
who are homosexuals,” “The Gay Lib at the University of Houston he explained.

sonal responsibility." /
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geling homesexuals individually
gh groups urged

ived a lot of com-

r than thr

‘Roman Catholic priests
+ here have been advised by
eir o2 ministry to h))
S.”f ” . }

away, but they don't. The individual parish

“Not that NASA has a lot of them, but it
has some sort of obligation to the community,

You are cordially indited

{ 4 to attend the Bedication of the
““The poinr is-“thatour tery and fornication are evil

apostolate is to all the people, inclinations, and to follow
including those who need hel; th?m"is"-im_ oral, sinful. ‘
the most, the ‘sinners,” thos #We do not, _pdﬁﬁgmp people

late to these people: (homose-
Xuals) might best be exer- i
cised by way of counseling of
individuals.”

their bishop that counseling of
indiyidual homosexuals s

MMetrapolitan Conmumity Church
preferable to group ministry.

f8wvho meet at a
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In response to a Houston
. Post story about homosexuals

church here, Bishop John L.
arkavsky sent a letter to all

The assistant pastor of the

church where the homose-
Catholic

has not been notii F'-‘-tp_‘_g.,top
in the calls itself *Integrity,”

The assistant ;pastor sits in; :
on all the meetings of the ho-

mosexuals 0 “give them
S 0f€ moral support.” He said he is
hop doubtiul the/bishop will re-
. move him from his post be-
cause of this, , :
e quesli‘omwwhether tha
-can be dope in'this day and
age,” he sald! “It would
sup- make a martyr of me."
0- The priest claimed the bish-

pol

xuals meet each week said pe‘

the meetings. The gay group:

#I think maybe in the final
analysis ‘it (Wwas good thatl it
cameyout in the paper,” ¢the
_ ald, “The gay cogimu-
nity” of * Houston iis quite dif-
ferent from tho%e in jother
cities. Itis terriblyfragmented
nd closeted.” ~ ©_ &
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Y In his letter to the priests,

A ishog‘__. commented;

e % you and some of
ple®intrusted to your
surely read the recent
article jn the Houston Post
about an apostolate to homo-
sexuals. My name was mnien-
tioned in it. I do not recall
the incident mentioned, but
that is beside the point.

with immoral inclinations, to:.
help them to oyercome these,
or to bring them repentance
and forgiveness if they haye
failed to oyercome them,
“This is the thrust of our
apostolate to the alcoholie, to
the drug addict, to those in-
clined to greed, to hatred, to
injustice, to pride, to fornica-
tion and adultery. i
“Let there be no doubt fn
anyone’s mind — and unfortu-
nately, some people even In
responsible positions have left
the opposite impression in the
minds of some — drunk-

clined that way. Jesus said, ‘T ;
have come to call sinners, not

dor their evil' impulsé
bishop wrote,

“We know that some of |
these are involuntary, {Some
may be so strong that Jhey
negate free will, We do’cons.
demn sin in order to save the
sinner,"” [P

There has been much prog- '
ress in the study of human
behavior in recent years, the
bishop admitted in his letter, |

“Our apostolate is fo those
who are not by nature in-

the just,’ It is these who need

enness and greed and hatred “help to overcome their sinful.. ‘T
and homosexuality and adul- ness” = — ? 3
¥ 11:} |

of Dallas

on Swmday, the toenty-sefentl of Hay
it the gear of our Tard
nireteen ndred ww sefenty-three
v

at elefienn o’clock i the morning

at

3834 Ross Afrerme

BDallas, Texns 75204

R.s.op. Reo. Richard Wircent, Pastor




