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Preds International
I'V, a comic strip which fre-
qu fals with such controversial
hjects as politics, drugs and sex, has
been siSpended for a week by at least
three major newspapers because of the
inclusion of a homosexual character.

A survey by UPI showed the Columbus
(Ohio) Citizen-Journal, the Cleveland
Press and the Houston Post all suspend-
ed the comic strip written by Garry
Trudeau and syndicated by Universal
Press Syndicate in nearly 450
newspapers.

“We felt the subject matter was not
appropriate for the comic page,”
Charles Egger, editor of the Citizen-
Journal, said in a Thursday message to
readers, published in the place where the
comic strip usually appears.

' ON'T BELIEVE the subject of
lity belongs on the comic
#ald Tom Boardman, editor of
sland Press. “It's not a subject
pated in a flip way.”

adreceived thousands of responses
readers about the suspension.

Boardman said his newspaper receiv-
ed nearly two thousand letters and
telephone calls after a notice advising
readers of the suspension was printed.
Egger said about 1,600 telephone calls
were received when his newspaper failed
to print the strip Wednesday.

BOARDMAN SAID the letters were
‘“‘about 50-50 on the matter,”’ but most of
the telephone callers tended to object to
the newspaper's decision,

Lee Salem, managing editor for
Universal Press, said the series in-
volving homosexuality was sent to the
newspapers about two weeks in advance
of the publication date ‘‘because we
knew some editors might be concerned.”’

“We felt it (the strip) was handled
with taste and humor that could stand by
itself,” Salem said. ‘‘Editors, however,
may elect not to carry it.

“BUT WE ARE NOT really concerned
to have only three or four newspapers
drop it,”" Salem added, ‘‘We had
newspapers drop it last spring when he
ran a series about Henry Kissinger in a
““This is vour life” situation, which caus-

- ed quite a bit of consernation in some

editors.””
The Houston Post dropped the strip

vl

without comment and then published a
notice to readers saying the cartoon
would resume on Monday.

*“This week’s strip dealt with homosex-
uality,” the Post said. ““This is a subject
Post editors believe to be inappropriate
on a comic page. The Post will continue
to treat this subject in a serious manner
in the news columns rather than in comic
strips of a popular cartoonist.”

HOWEVER, THE STRIP was being
read over a local radio station, and the
Gay Activist Alliance at the University
of Houston was reading the strip to
telephone callers.

“We've been getting about 50 calls a
day,” an alliance 8pokesman said,

In Boston, Otto Zausmer, associate
editor of The Boston Globe, said his
newspaper would continue to print the
comic strip,

“We have had a lot of complaints,”
Zausmer said, “We register the com-
plaints and appreciate them.

“But,’” he added, "‘if we drop a feature
each time someone complains, we'd
have an empty newspaper pretty soon.”

(Editor’s Note: The Texan will con-
tinue to print Doonesbury each day on
its editorial page.) :

1

Controversial episode
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