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Homosexual county aide
fired after resolution try

Harris County commissioners refused 1o
take action on a resolution Friday which
would have had the court actively resist all
discriminatory practices against minor-
jties including homosexuals.

The resolution Was g
offered by Gary Van
Ooteghem, who, until
he was fired Thurs-
day by County
Treasurer Hartsell
Gray, was comptrol-
ler of the treasury.

Van Ooteghem, a g
38-year-old certified g
public  accountant, FEE
announced before the
cro comimis-

rtroom

/ adopted,
the country there is a
t of homosexuals who

. countant I've seen in local gove:

are beginning to “realize that we no longer
must suffer the intimidation and persecu-
tion placed on us by others.

“We are realizing only now that we have
rights, too, and should be demanding them
if, when, and where they are not freely
offered to us,” Van Ooteghem said.

Commissioner Tom Bass said that the
court had adopted a resolution in June
1974, against minority discrimination in
hiring and promotion practices.

Van Ooteghem said there are an estimat-
ed 200,000 homosexuals in Harris County
who formed a minority not easily recog-
nizeable.

Gray called Van Ooteghem the m-

»”

but he said he would not allow a -8,
ed official to take advantage ﬁ
“to advance his politics.”
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Cauc us said they hope ttz_ P.
role in upcoming elections. =

still illegal
In Texas and they" bring wl!{!p in

meetings with candidates in the city elec-
tion. Anderson said’ 22 cities have passed
civil rights ordinances covering gays. She
said there are at least 100,000 gay persons
in the Houston area.
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Hill sald the group will press

» treatment of

news events by local 1

through appeals to

City’s gays -
seek to gain
acceptance

tatives of t he city's gay organ-

Represen
ase for community

jzations took their C
acceptance to the public for the first time
Monday and warned reporters they.are
launching a campaign to scrutinize mredia
employment practices regarding homosex-

uals.

A longtime
also said the gay grou
on the media’s response to CO
stories involving gay ISSUes.

Hill said at a press conference there are

gay advocate here, Ray-Hill,
ps will be checking
verage of

existing court test cases to back up their
project.

The press conference, at the Metropoli-

tan Community Church, 2020 Waugh

Drive, marked the end of gay pride week

in the city. Bostl A
al

Pokey Anderson of the Gay Politic
‘a bigger

R el

She said homosexual acts are

Hill said there are still minor.problems

with police harassment of homoséxtals
but the problem improved under former
police Chief Carrol Lynn who appointed a
liaison officer.

“We were sorry to see him go, ** Hill told

reporters.
The Rev. Bob Falls, minister of the

Metropolitan Church, sald gays In the
area would be focusing on outreach ‘pro-
grams to promote community understand-
ing. gh
Falls, who said he once studied for the
Roman Catholic priesthood, said the
Metropolitan Church hopes to secure a
larger building that also will serve as a
gay community center.
Hill sald the gay community here is one
of the largest in the country and “we aren't
going to stay under the carpet anymore."
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Ay organ n ston bu
now there are eight, including the ch
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Sociology invites G
Caucus to speak Tuesd“y

Miller is one of the founders homosexuality Belsé.
8 20

Four members of the recently >
of the Gay Political Caucus and and 2 persona] Iriesd o
St

nized Houston chapter of the

Orga i
/ Gay Political Caucus have been one of the incorporators of the Matlovich, the man why
Y ted to speak at a symposium ~ Gay Community Center. the contraversy °fln-m..,n“
Cereel, a graduate of Rice In the Air Force,

held by the Sociology Club,
Monday, Nov. 3 at 12:30.

Guest speakers will be Jerry
Miller, vice “president of the
Integrity Organization of
Houston;. Hugh Cerell, secretary
of Iptegrity; Gary VanOoteghem,
pr:t?kie_nl of the Caucus; and
tentively, Polky Anderson, vice

president of the Political Caucus,
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® The former top assistant to the Harris
County treasurer filed a federal lawsuit it

Friday against the county Commissioners In his suit, Ooteghem alleges fhat the
‘Court, the treasurer and deputy treasurer, letter, sent only days after he I

. aleging he was dismissed because he is a Gray and Brown of his homos
'l!omosexua!. his intention to speak pubi

. The suit, filed by the American Civil
Liberties Union, charges that Gary John
Van Ooteghem, 33, of 1736 Marshall, was
dlsrttl'Ils:g last July 31, after refusing to be
Jrestric to his office during

University, is on the Board of It is tentati =
Trustees for the Gay Political Anderson, office &,“
Caucus and also an incorporator Sexuality Task Foree “h.
of the Gay Community Center. Will be present. She is <
Van Ooteghem is a former 2 Writer for the
Trustee of the Comptroller of Blank Times.
Harris county and is credited
with the re-vamping of the room 2A of the
accounting procedures of that bldg. and everyope
office, but was fired due to his 4

SAT. AUC 0. 1975

kﬂw#ﬂn Post ,

L

Actording to the suit, county officials
sought to prevent Ooteghem fromyaddress-
ing ‘county commissioners on homosexual

leges County Treasurer Hart--
a letter that sought Qote- 4"
t to remain in his office dur--
~ing* hours. The suit states that * let go for

" Deputy Treasurer Don Brown delivered . sexual habits.”
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being held in San Ancor
The three-day convent ion
which concludes Sundas

Was illended by ]
members of the Texaus Gay
Task Force i sLatewide
i[Coalition ) f gRay
organizatons and ndividual
members

Morris Kight, founder of
the Los Angeles Gay
Liberation Fromt, said in a
press conference ut the

Convention that gavs will ““no
}tmgnr stand for oppression
land discrimination

Kight heads the Los
iﬁngrlu\ Gay ' Community
lScnue Center. which
recently received a $1
million federal gramt for
{¥enereal disease and
alcoholism programs among

*“In Nazi Germany
millions of gay people were
terminated and turned o
¢inders in death camps,”
Kight said “Today we are
being forced out of jobs and
forced 1o play a secondary
role in life. No longer will we
lay this role. The gay issue
Id never have been an
Issue al all, but since it Is an
1ssue, we will fight o win i."
Kight said that being born
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