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“ significant scenario concerning a
prime-time . program will have already
been played off camera. The name of

4 the power game can be called “Power-

} qd ful Networks Versus Increasingly

Powerful| Pressure Groups.”
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In this case, the network Is ABC. The

.’ pressure groups are organizations repre-
senting the causes of homosexuals, most

-; prominéntly the Natlonal Gay Task

| Force, It all began several months ago
when David Victor, creator of the

! “Welby" series, approached ABC exccu- g

tives with a proposal for an eplsode In- i

I | volving child molestation, Mr, Victor 48

was armed with what the neiwork re-

fers to bs “significant” statistics on :

the problem complled by the Los

Angeles police department. He Wis told

to commission a “proper’ script.
The script, Written by Eugepe Price,
was sent to the National Gay Task

I/H 18 currently ne
& shoving of "A Very N

. Force for advisory "input.;r' Tagk Force
Jeaders exploded. They relus to sug- y
gest “positiye” changes and flatly de- but ‘SuCh demaﬁ LR o L #
clared that the program should never : WIXGANS Rave! tal
seo the light of a TV tube. _ ALARRPE T ked to Interst
In the, script, & 14-year-old: boy has % AT sy : ercar chain to ob
been raped by his sclence teacher while o i AT s - just emerging from media invisibility. March. If all goes a:
on a field trip. The focus of the SOTVAE its. obvious potential /for °°“u°ve1by’ Greater caution is needed at present those offlindervriting
(is kept on how the incident affects both X into the rigid format of "Mmu,:d‘ﬁ:uo}:{ to avoid giving offense.” (debtors prison). We
the boy and his family. ABC _insists M.D.” The script and ::iri e i Homosexual groups have undoubtgdl?: and Austin and would )
are dreadful. If the B Nt had  won measure of “greater caution the f1la,
tefinied 10 FUTA de the,care from broadcasting. Offensive “fag and We are looking far
rovi ave been reduced. Mincing Dallas. I will be ha

bave them ready, If |
coordinators or deleg:

the program involves not hon;oscxual-"; %
ity but pedophilia in the form of af /.t

evotic. desire for children. The Task the: respansiblity (0 L
generally’ can be examined more closely

and  attention that gen _ te are
special production, - S eqeyRes ing to be supplanted

Force maintains that, no mihtter the

Intentions, a story using the rape of tered only) in'e .
one male by another can't help but have much as was done, with the portralthf mfh ,3f:m E;g;““of S anthentlclty 3
s “chilling effect’ on pe ndlsrg leglsla- a juvenile detention home on NBC's “l'rhat CetainlS er’). as AHYQHE secn an
tion in several cities and tates that, ; “Born Innocent.” wwork did A The greater caution Is a direct result :.::e’ orfwnntnot. (tea
suppose, though, that & fi* duc . of broadcasters, and the m a6 far avay as K
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devisa a serious and effective RFOGUCE. 4 to continue. But, given the een legit, but we ha
- . pressure has to 8 Eenircd. Several inq
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wcommitted” nature of a pressure group,
¢ did involve % tfie demands can become unreasonable
t exclusively hetero- ~ or even counterproductive. _

sexual” does not mean “never homo- _Eventually, ghe_pres;ure begins to
sexual.” At what point does the under- ;enerate polarization. ordson; execb:-
standable anxiety of homosexual groups tive at ABC the demax;d a:trle ; -
become censorship or prior restraint? come p,oh‘tlacal. gxace"rba.t ' bb'r e de-

That is the key issue underlying the feat of a “‘gay rights bill in New York

: ‘ ' i n 3 i essa to hOIIlO'
all pressure groups: the Catho-~ City. “No. 18 S
role of all p 8 sexual organizations, “you may not use

“would protect gays from discrimina-
tion in employment and housing.”

The group also questios: the ac-
curacy of the program’s basic detalls.
A l4syetr-old, they say, would fall out-
side the range of the typical pedophlle,
who is llkely to prefer chlidrer under
the age of 10, And, they add, key sta-
tistics, including those gathered by the
Kinsey Institute, indicate that incidents

{ion dealing Wi
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of sexual ¢hild molestation are almost
exclusively heterosexual, _
V7 . ioc objecting to the abortion episodes h Y )

ABC’s affiliate stations :fs “l\?i;ude,"gthe Jews objecting to any me to get your legislation passed.” In
of his contacts with these organizations on MEETS EACH

. Despite the protests of homosexual
organizations, ABC proceeded with the
project, but not without Incorporating
careful script changes, Several, though
“not all, references to violations of
" “manhood" were eliminated. And it Is
specifically stated that the case “has
~ nothing to do_with homosexuality."”
[ that the guy has a “severe menta| and

production of “The Merchant

‘Venice,” the Poles objecting to “QBVIL" is looking for

specific projects, he 1
advica rather than censorship, appraisal

ir own rather than prior restraint.
The balance is undeniably delicate. s
But in attempting to replace the old and
frequently ~abusive stereotypes of
homosexuals with only “positive” non-*
busive stereotypes—even if only until

The National Gay Task Force is putting pressure on 1 .
not to broadcast Tuesday night’s episode of “Marcus Welby, MD The episode,
as a boy who 1§ molested by &

called “The Outrage,” stars Sean Kelly, above, X :
: ] A Force fears: "and soonto weekly'infinity.
the boy’s mothet. The Gay Task Ko ad S0 o e e

teacher. Marla Adams plays 1 affecting . homosexual rights.

the episode will set _back ‘pending. legislationi atiecting - OmoseX: s nd inevitably narrow interests,

ABC, on the other hand, insists the show has nothing to do with -homosqug& .ﬁ%m groups present. argu-
b ™ Fo f 70 XN \cannot and should not be

lssue s complex, and the cast of Natlonal Gay Task Foreo

-

emotional problem,” and that the typi-
cal pedqphll: is “often married and

Homosexual organizations, however,
show little inclination for compromise
on the issue, Instead of maintaining,

direct source of network power, ip/a
campalgn to have the stations refdse to
carry the program. At deadline for this
article, at least two major stations, in
Philadelphia and Boston, had expressed
agreement with the pressure groups.

because, it simply objects to. the subject
matter, It ‘couldn’t be less' concerned
with. homosexual rights. And ABC In-
dicated there could be further station

defections,

characters cannot be neatly assigned to
plack hats' and White hats. Both sldes
are 'treading on genuinely sensitive

issues, e
For its part, ABC made & mistake in |

is "no,@xception. In a letter to ABC in a
January, 1973 (this is not the group's the “prejudice balance” is ST

first run-in with “Marcus Welby”), the the homosexual groups are veering
Task Force explained: “Our point is toward an unreality of their own. That
that gay people in our society are where  unreality {s as objectionable as any

blacks were not so many years®ago, other. b

Irresistible force would ‘appear to ;
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W Gaylibbers meet here

~ Also attending the conference
is Carolyn Innis, a founder of the
Gay Nurses' Alliance, the largest
of the gay professional associa-
tions, . “‘Our society is not
com.[orlable with sexuality, per-
lod," she said, adding with any
dcvlalwn.. “You'vegot awhole lot
of lu”rmml and Iright ana trou-
ble." ' Gene Leggett, a sell-
avowed homosexual who recent-
ly lost his bid to be reinstated as

negoUations with the network, they
have gone to affiliate stations, the
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The battle for Gay Liber- By
ation won’t be over until JACK HANDEY

“gay’’ is no longer an
jssue,

So declared Morris Kight, the
““Dean of the Gay Liberation
Movement,"” during a press con-
ference Salurday,

Kight and other national, re-

said Kight, “The battle won't be
over until gay Is a non-issue.”

He said the biggest victory to
date for the movement has been
to dispel from the minds of most
gay people the notion their
homosexualily is something to

gional and local gay leaders are hide or be ashamed .
r _ attending the three-day Texas - gl:;f;p%?if;e“gé:}s‘el‘._ls_coor-
, 3 4 Gay Conference II in San Anton- fibe Organizer IO T T erence. * The
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