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GAY ARD STRAIGHT ATHEISTS PROTEST
AT JIMMY SWAGART CRUSADE IN HOUSTON

GALA members from Houston and Austin joined
members of American Atheists Houston Chapter
on a rainy January nighk* in a picket line in
front of the entrance 'o the coliseum where
TV evangelist Jimmy Swsgart was about to lead
one of his famous crussades. Carrying signs
and banners and yelling chants such as "the
church and the Klan go hand in hand,"”  the
brave group of Atheists made quite an
impression on the thousends of believers,
many of whom stood outside to gawk well past
the beginning of the festivities inside.

Satisfied with our evening of blasphemy, we
put eaway our signs and began to leave.
However, a few of the more masochistic among
us decided to venture inside to see first
hand just what went on at such an event. And
what a treat it was; ringside at the biggest
circus in town.

Jimmy immediately got
bussiness at hand: collecting money. LOTS
OF MONEY!!'! His plea was straightforward.
He wanted everyone in the crowd (a standing
room only crowd, no less) to get out their
checkbooks and write a $100.00 check. And
they did. Thoussnds of them. They were
quickly herded past the money bag for at
least thirty minutes before the end of the
line was in signt. And once thet was done,
the ushers passed the plate through the crowd
to get every last cent those people had.

After the money was collected and Jimmy had
forgiven "those misguided Atheists and
homosexuals cutside," the sermon began. As
one might imagine, the sermon was full of the
standard fundamentalist rhetoric that Jimmy
is sc femous for. The topic of the night was
the perilous threat of Russia. Jimmy's
answer to the threat: have the US withdrawl
from the United Nstions and remove that
organization from the country, lend military
aid to Israel and stand by Israels agressive
actions, and when the end comes, as he is
sure it is about to, say your prayers and be
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ready to leave this earth.

After the sermon there was a great deal of
singing and dancing and crying and hugging
and the crusade was finally at an end. The
thousands of people streamed out of the
coliseum satisfied that they had
their bank accounts and content to know that
the world was nearing its end. And four
scared Atheists quietly walked out with
renewed ambition for the uphill battle
againat the insanity of religion.
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GALA TO BE FEATURED ON GAY AMERICA

A new weekly television series that will

focus on issues concerning gay men and womern
is about to premier on several community
television stations. The show, Gay America

Francisco
Initially, the show will only be
seen 1is those two cities, but as funding
becomes sgvailable will be distributed to as
many cities as possible.

is being produced jointly in San
and Austin.

Austin Chapter President Gray Rober
approached the Austin producers about taping
a segment featuring CGALA. The response

received was most welcome and GAL:L will be
featured later this spring. Perhaps it will
be possible to tape two segments in each
Austin and San Francisco featuring the
Chapters in both cities. Gray will be
meeting with local producers soon to set

dates &and set up a formet for the show and
contacting GALA representatives in San
Francisco +to discuss their ideas about the
Show .

SHIRTS AKD BOOKS FOR SALE

The Houston Chapter of GALA would like to
remind you again that we still have a good
selection of "Bat Christians" T-Shirts for
sale in flesh and blood colors. We also have
an outstanding line-up of American Atheist
books for sale at a very good price. Help
out your chatper and yourself by purchasing &
T-Shirt and some reading material.



GALA/HOUSTON WINTER SOLSTICE PARTY

Dominique Renaux hosted the second annual
Winter Solstice Party for GALA/Houston on
December 12, 1982. Wine and cheese were
served +to an approximate 40 guests. Many
GALA supporters showed up that never are seen
until the Winter Solstice celebration and is
was good to know that they are alive.

Thank you, Dominique, for hosting this

year's party. And thanks to all who
attended. It is our wish at GALA/Houston
that 811 of you have a wonderful and

prosperous new year.

LARGE ATTENDANCE AT GALA/HOUSTON
DECEMBER MEETING

On December 12, before the Winter Solstice
Party began, GALA/Houston head scheduled a
meeting at Dominique Renaux's for the purpose
of selecting nominations for office for the
important election coming up on January 19,
1983. Perhaps tha overwhelming attendance at
that meeting shows how you feel about GALA
and its work since only one person besides
the perty host and the Houston GALA president
were in sttendance. Needless to say, we are
where we were two months ago when I announced
my resignation &s GALA Houston president. 1
do 8o hope that you will trun out for the
important January meeting so that we can
elect officers for the coming year. It's up
to you!!

AMERICAR ATHEISTS HOUSTON
ELECT NEW PRESIDENT

Scott Kerns, & long time member of the
Houston Chapter of American Atheists, has
been elected the new President of the local
chapter  taking the place of outgoing
President  Howard Kreisner. GCALA/Houston
congradulates Scott on his election and
wishes him and the Houston Chapter the very
best! We are looking forward to working with
him on many projects in the coming year.

DOMINIC FLORIO ON PHIL DONAHUE SHOW

Dominic Florio, GALA/NY President, was on
the Phil Donahue Show early in December,
along with three clergy, talking about Ronsald
Reagan's proposed 1983 Year of the bible, and
his 1982 Week of prayer (wishful thinking).
Dominic did a bang up job, taking control of
the show. At the next meeting of
GALA/Houston, we plan to show the tape after
the regular business meeting. You won't want
to miss it!

GALA/AUSTIN TO PARTICIPATE IN
SEXUAL FREEDOM RALLY ON VALENTINES DAY

On February 14, 1983, several of the more

liberal campus organizations at the
University of Texas will sponsor a Sexuzl
Freedom Rally. The raelly will be sponsored

under the
Student

auspicies of the
Coalition, founded by University
Student  Atheists Director Robin  0'Hare.
Other organizations who will be represented
in the rally along with GALA include the Gay
Students' Association, University Student
Atheists, Young Democrats and hopefully
University NOW and Students for Choice.

This will be a tremendous opportunity for
GALA to gain attention in & very opositive
environment. Organizers of the rally
anticipate a very favorable response from the
UT student body, which, by the way, was
recently named the Sexiest in the nation by
Playboy magazine (we wonder if Playboy is
awvare that at least half of the questionairs
for the survey were completed in a local gay
disco).

Progressive

GALA/AUSTIN JAEUARY MEETING

The January meeting of the Austin
of GALA will be held on Sunday, January 30,
1983 at 4:00 p.m. Chapter president Gray
Rober will host the meeting at his home. For
directions to the meeting please call Gray at
512-441-3678.

The agenda this month includes planning for
the February 14 "Sexual Freedom Rally" on the
campus of the University of Texas.

We will also discuss our participation in a
series of forums sponsored by the University
on  homosexuality. The forums will be
directed toward the typical straight college
student and will include the topic of gays
and religion. Several of the well known gay
religious organizations including Dignity and
Integrity will be represented at the forums
so we must be sure to have a voice for reason
present.

We will also have an update on the progress

Chapter

being made toward our official chapter
charter. At the December meeting, the
Constitution and By-Laws were adopted by

those present and are presently on their way
to the National officers for their review.

Please make every effort to attend this
important meeting.



: COMMERTARY BY DOF SANDERS

Through the combined effeorts of the Austin
Chapter and the Houston Chapter of GALA you
are able to receive Gay Atheist material.
And beginning this month, we are hoping to
bring about this publication each and every
month as we once did.

All of you have heard before, time and time
again, that it tekes money to send you this
publication. Well, I'm sorry to have to
bring it up once more, but that is correct.
At the present time, GCray Hober of Austin is

printing this newsletter free of charge for
us. However, the production materials and
postage for meiling this newsletter are not

free. Each and every time you get this
newsletter, the postage is 20 cents per copy.
This 1is being peid for by those persons who
have paid their membership dues regularly to
the GALA Chapter in Austin or in Houston.
Some of you who receive this publication only
pay for a subscription to the newsletter,
while some of you are still receiving a
mailing free of charge because your
membership has lapsed or you have been placed
on our mailing list st your regquest but have
yet to pay membership dues or subscription
rates.

Due to the ever increasing
confronting this organization, we shall not
be able to send this publicstion free of
charge to anyone any longer. If you do not
pay, you simply don't get, it's that simple!
Beginning with the February issue, those of
You who have not paid either a subscription
fee or have not renewed your membership will
no longer receive the Texas Federation
Report. The money we collect through
membership dues help to send this publication
to those of you who do not pay, and the
publishers of this newsletter feel that it is
unfair for those who do give their
contributions to support those who do not.

The membership fee was set up so that GALA
could Dbecome involved in as many community
projects throughout the year &s possible so
that Atheism might be represented in the
community. We, the publishers cof  this
newsletter have decided to stop funneling
money into this publication for those who do
not  join  the -orgasnization or pay =&
subscription fee so0o that we can afford to
reach out to the community more often and
more effectively in the coming year.

costs

Those o¢f you who support the organization
we thank you. Those of you who enjoy the
newsletter without paying, we would like t«
remind you that you mey still receive thi:
periodical by sending your membership dues o:
subscription to the Houston or  Austi:
Chapter. I encourage each snd every resade:
who cares sbout the separation of state amn
church to suppert this group, for we are the
only group in the gsy community tnat doe
stand up for real freedom, equality, reason
and guilt-free living without religiow
oppression. Help us to continue to surviwve
and grow with your contribution of membershi
dues. It's our sole means of support.

Thank you,

Don Sanders, CALA/Houston president

THE FIRST 1IN THE NATION

IN HOUSTON, TEXAS

DIAL-A-GAY-ATHEIST
(713) 524-2222

A 24 HOUR SERVICE GIVING
INFORMATION ABOUT GALA

THE BIBLE OF WOMEN

Even Dbefore the MNosaic law is handed dowr
with its numerous digs at women's bodies,
Moses 1is advising men in preparation for the
Mt. Sinai visitation: "come not at your
wives." Ex. 19:15 (Today's parallel is the
football coach who instructs his players not
to indulge the night before a big game.)

By leviticus, the Word is out: women are
unclean. Both men and women are unclear
after sex until evening. Lev. 15:16-18 This
leads to confusion. If a couple has sex
shortly before sundown, are they only unclear
for a few minutes, whereas a couple that has
gsex in the morning is unclean 81l day?

Woman's uncleanliness is the basis of male
divorce rights.  "When it comes to pass that
she finde no fsvor in his eyes, Dbecause he
hath found some uncleanness in her; then let
him write her a bill of divorcement." Deut.
24:1.



PRESS TIDBITS

It's old it Dbears

recently

news by now, but
repeating: Pope John Paul Il said
that, "Atheism, whether erected by =&
theoretic and practical system or simply
lived in the consumerist society, is at the
root of every present evil." He also said
that atheism is responsible for everything
from "the destruction of incipient 1life to
every socisl injustice through the loss of
every moral sense.” A well-known atheist
countered by saying that atheists should be
proud of "evils" such as women's control over
reproduction, and freedom of speech.

An Atheist group doesn't 1like President
Reagan's plan to proclaim 1983 "the year of
the ©bible." The Freedom From Religion
Foundation, based in Madison, Wisconson, has
filed suit in federal court to stop the
president on the grounds that the joint
House-Senate resolution advecating it would
violate the first amendment.

Oral Roberts, who once guined attention
(end a great sum of money) by telling of a
conversation he had had with a 900 foot tall
image of Jjesus, is at it again. Roberts
claims to have been instructed by god, while
having &8 1ittle chat over & drink or two no
doubt, to find & cure for cancer. Roberts,
quick to oblige, is asking all of his
followers to give 240 dollars to him so that
he may get on with his little task.

A federal judge in New Orleans has declared
Louisiana's creation science law
unconstitutional. The state school board
joined the ACLU in challenging the law,
claiming the lawmakers overstepped their
authority by ordering that the ©biblical
account of creation be given equal time in
classrooms where evolution is taught.

It was reported that Cullen Davis, the Fort
Worth millionaire who was ‘“saved" shortly
after being acquitted of first degree murder
charges, tried to give several pieces of
ancient art valued at over a million dollars
to well-known evangilist James Robisen. Upon
receiving the gift, Robison recalled a
biblical verse which  prohibited the
possession of "pagan" idols, such as the ones
Davis had given to him. Robison drove to
Fort Worth +to return the objects to Davis,
but when Davis heard that Robison would not

have them, he could not +take +them Dback
either. So, with tears in their eyes, the
two proceeded to smash the objects to bits

and then dumped the remains in a nearby lake.
Lets hope these +two never venture into a
museums

The Editor of the TFR would like to thank
the San Francisco Chapter publication, Gay
Atheist News, for several of the above items.
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LIKCOLK THE FREETHINKER
(continued from last issue)

Abraham Lincoln was, in my Jjudgement, in mar:
respects, the grandest man ever President of
the United States. Upon his monument these
words should be written: "Here sleeps the
only man in the history of the world, who,
having been clothed with &lmost absolut:
power, mnever abused it, except upon the side
of mercy." (Robert G. Ingersoll)

From Lincoln the Freethinker,
by Joseph Lewis.

It is not true that a person must be -«
believier in the Christian religion as ¢
qualification to  hold that high anc
distinguished office. More than one
President of this great country was t
disbeliever in the Christian plan o
salvation, and, perculiarly so, the very mer
who were not Christians have beer
acknowledged as the greatest in that long

list of illustrious men who have received the
highest gift within the power of this nation.
Washington, Jefferson, and Lincoln, all
unbelievers, are the great triumvirate of the
United States of America.

Were the Civil War a failure; had the Unior
perished, the church would not be straining
every muscle to claim Lincoln az believer ir

Christianity. Rather they would "shout fron
the house tops" the destruction brought wupor
this nation by the insane ideslism of this
arrogant infidel! All the horrors of that
wvar would be vividly pictured Dbefore you.
They would relate with glee, how in earl;

manhood he had written a pamphlet sgainst the
Bible and Christianity, &and how, seated among
others discussing its points, it was snatched
from his hands and thrown into the fire.
How they would dwell wupon this act ol
"Providence:" and with a sanctimoniousness
becoming only to Christians, they would pray
God to save them from another Lincoln.
Slavery would still be the topic of the
Christian pulpit and the "divine institution:
would still be supported the the Biblical
edict: "Servants, be obedient to them that
are your masters asccording to the flesh, with
fear and trembling.”

But the fact of the matter is that the
manuscript that Lincoln wrote against the
Bible and Christianity was taken from him and
destroyed by a friend and fellow Freethinker,
Samnuel Hill, his employer, who feared the
effects of such a bood upon his public career

Lincoln himself said: "411 the powers of
the earth seem rapidly sgainst the slave,
Mammon is after him...snd the theology of the
day is fast joining in the cry.”



The most striling illustration of history,
showing the close connection between the
Bible and slavery, is that fact that when the
Revolutionists of Frazcne, Freethinkers ell,
rejected the Bible us a state bood of
authority, they also abolished slavery
throughout the French possessions. And when
the monarchist gavernment came back into
power, and the church regained control of the
government, the Bible agpain became a state
bood of authority and the institution of
slavery wes reestablished.

Next month, more about our great President,
Abraham Lincoln, the Freethinker.

BIBLICAL ABSURDITIES

Disease and Insanity caused by Possession:

Jesus believed and tsught that diseases were
the result of demonical possession and that
such maladies could be cured only by the
expulsion of the evil spirits. No modern
educated xian believes such foolishness,
which reaches the limit of absurdity in the
story of the Cadarene swine. The swine, by
the way, were as imaginary as the devils, for
the keeping of these animals was prohibited
in ancient Judea snd Galilee, &s it is in
modern Israel.

The Resurrection:

Only the man with an unshakable will-to-
believe cen take the Resurrection story
seriocusly. It bears the stamp of myth irn
every line. llot only - is the story
intrinsicelly incredible, but the accounts
given in the Gospels conflict in every
important pazrticular,

The Ascension:

This is anotlier obviously mythical story. It
was written by men who had no conception of
the vastness of the Universe. It has been
eatimated that is Jesus travelled through
space at the rate of 1000 miles per hour he
would still have more than 22 million miles
to go before he reached the nearest star!

War in Heaven:

"And there was war in heaven: Michael -and
his angels fought against the dragen; and the
dragen fought and his angels... And the great
dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called
the Devil, and Satan." (Rev XII: 7-9)

Miraculous tortilla

LAKE ARTHUR, N.M. (UPI) —
Maria Rubio was cooking lunch for her,
husband Eduardo when a startling thing
happened. A face appeared on the tortil-
1a sizzling in her skillet,

It was, she believed, the face of Jesus
Christ. _

Since that time on Oct. 5, 1977, the
Rublos' lives and those of their six chil-
dren have been changed by what they
think was a miracle. Part of the family’s
living roem was transformed into a

shrine — the shrine of the holy tortilla,
and 10,190 pilgrims have trekked to the
Rubio home to worship.

One woman crawled on her knees
from the Lake Arthur railroad tracks.
She paid her respects to the image on
the tortilla, then crawled back to the
tracks.

The Rublos don't question the ways of
the Lord.

‘At the beginning, a lot of ministers
came by, and sometimes they'd argue
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with us,” said Mrs. Rubio, 42. *‘They
said this was idol worship.

““A lot of people said the image was
painted on, and one time a woman said
T'd made it with a hot medallion.”

Others are less skeptical. Some even
claim miracles resulted from the
tortilla.

“A lady about 55 came in here a cou-
ple of years ago in a wheelchair,” said
Mrs. Rubio. “She was paralyzed and

promised to walk here all the way from
Artesia once a year if she was cured.

‘‘She was, and she made her first
walk last year,”” Mrs. Rubio claimed.
Artesia is 11 miles south of Lake Arthur.

Each weekend brings a succession of
visitors from as far away as California
and Mexico who come to pray for a sick
relative or give thanks for a recovery al-
tributed to the tortilla, They kneel be-
fore an altar backed by a velvet painting

of a weeping Jesus.

The altar, bedecked by lavender and
white plastic flowers, contains a ho!low
square about 10 inches deep. Resting
within that is the tortilla, with the mys
terious image about one inch on a side
that some believe is a profile of Jesus
Christ. Above the altar are a string of
milagros — small metal emblems de-
picting arms, legs, hearts, eyes and
other body parts believers want hung for
healing near the tortilla.
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