"In“this age and generation no ole need cleczk his Atheism with
off so-called religious resgpectibility," -- Ecbert Ingersoll
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GAY PRIDE PARADE, JUNE 27

R R RO SR SRS TE i R R

3t

ti ) %

, Gay Atheists of Houston Plans for the 1982 GALA National
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will be reg erted in the annual Gay Pride Convention are being finalized
Parade with a big red fire engine, MNost guite rapidly as the big date
of yvou are aware of the slogan, but if draws near., Gay Atheists and

their friends will meet Oct. 15-
17, 1982, at the Americana Hotel ,-
3301 Southwest Freeway, in Housto

( A
yvou haven't heard already then you'll Just
heave to ,come to one of cur working meetings
1 e 13 and possibly June 20 when we'll
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zet togelher to paint the signs for the Room rates for this very speclal
truclk, There will NO regular monthly meet-— event will be a low $30.per night
inz because of our preparation for the single or double. Super low
narade, therefore, your help will be grac- prices s0 we can attract more
iously appreciated in getting our entry people for the meeting,

()

ready Tor presentation for June 27,
o' you who have promisead

Those

assistance are Along with great rates, comes sorm

urged to contact me {(Don 3anders) at 522- other very special nighlights
7531 as soon as possible, If you would like our line up of top notch
like to wvolunteer to get the truck ready speakers and guests. Friday nigh
and to ride on the wvehicle during the

parade, you, too, need Lo contact me or
the other officers of GALA, See
you Junc 13!

CHRISTIAN
PREGNANCY TESTS

¢ Immediate Appointriarnia
e Confidential Confetsion
¢ Immediate Satvallon
« Divine Intervention
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MORAL 0 MAJORITY CLINIC

900-0712

'ﬁ 10090 Fondran Drive

will begin with a welcoming cock-
fail party with guest speaker for
the evening being scientist Stewve
Schafersman, who will speak to us
about homosexuality and zenetics,
Saturdays schedule is Tilled with
important national elections and
other matters vital to GAILA's
continuing existence., Then,
Saturday night's banquet dinner

will be highlighted by none other
than the top Atheist in the
country, Dr, Madalyn Murrsy O'Hairnr
and her son, Jon Murray, &as our
guest speekers,

You von't went to miss this once
in a lifetime event, If wvou
Adesire to Stay at the Americana,

nlease contact me SO you can
take advantage of the special
room rates, yvou at the
National Convention'!
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FELAS, FEDERSTION  BEGON ARG s R e RETY

On June 5, 1982, the newly-formed Austin Chapter of GALA, along with
members of GALA/Houston, and GALA/Dallas, Ft, Worth, will convene in
Afustin to decide upon the purposes and goals of the new conglomeration
of GALA chapters across Lhe state of Texas,

This idea is a first Tor GALA and has the potential of being an organ-
ization that can make GALA proud and strong. Through the efforts of
leaders and members from every Texas chapter of GALA, we can become

an influential entity in the quest for Gay and Athelst rights in our
state and nation, The June 5 meeting will be open to all interested
in seeing and helping GALA grow, If you would like to get in on the
ground floor of a potentially-exciting and very worthwhile endeavor,
Just call me at 522-7531, Perhaps we can car-pool it to Austin for
that important Saturday.

GAY ATREIRT L QULREDIQ

On Thursday, June 3, 1982, at 6:30 P.M., KPFT FM 80.1, I, Don Sanders,
will be guest along vithi Steve Schafersman and Howard Kreisner on the
weekly American Atheist Hour, The topic will be origins of homosexual-
ity &as well as the history of our culture through ancient times to .:
present-day attitudes, Of course, Judeo-Christian influence will be
discussed at great length. Steve Schafersman will relate present-day
attitudes with some enlightening scientific data, Tune in!

THE FOUNDING FATHERS AND DEISM—-condensed from Freedom Under Seige
by Dr. Madalyn Murray 0' Hair

Organized religion in the Colonies, before the nation was founded and

the Constitution adopted in 1788, had over a century and a half in which
to exhibit somne kind of concern for human brotherhood and to respect the
principle of Treedom of conscience. It never happened, On the contrary,
the intolerance, the repressions, the factional strife over doctrinal
differernces were so bad that by the time of the Revolution many of the
more educated of our leaders had left Christianity for Deism, Adequate
information about this is never made available to those who acquire “their
education in the public schools, There the impression is given that this
is a nation founded on Christianity.

Deism was the system of thought that advocated a natural religion based on
reason rather than revelation, emphasizing nature's harmony and intell-
igibility, and rejecting the idea that the Creator could interfere with
the laws of nature and the matters of manking on earth. Among those
disappointed with and who disapproved of Christianity as it manifested
itself in the Colonies were Colonel Ethan Allen, Thomas Paine, Benjamin
Franklin, George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James ladison,
and John Quincy Adams,

Benjamin Franklin, in his Autoblography, wrote: "I wish it were more pro-
ductive of good works, I mean really good works, not holyday keeping,
sermon hearing, or making long prayers filled with flatteries and comp-
liments desired by wise men,"




FOUNDIKRG FATHERS, centirmued
George Washington said: "The government of the United States is 1n no
sense founded upon the Christian religion,"

Thomas Paine said: "All national institutions of churches, whether Jewish,
Christian, or Turkish, appear to me no other than human inventions, set
up to terrify and enslave mankind, and monopolize power and profit."

Thomas Jefferson went even further, saying, "The Christian God is a being
of terrific character--cruel, vindictive, capricious, aed unjust."

As for the great national documents relating to the founding of our nation,
not one of them recognized either Jesus Christ or Christianity, The Articles
of Confederation, proposed in 1777, did have one reference to Deism in the
phrase "great God of the universe"; and the Declaration of Independence in-
cluded such deistic terms as "Nature and MNature's God" and "Divine Provi-
dence.," In the Constitution, however, even such vague references were quite
deliberately avoided by the Founding Fathers.

One of the first guarantees established in the Constitution was that

there be no religious test for office.(Article VI). And, of course, all
of us have read the First Amendment regarding the separation of:  church

and state. Even the Treaty of Tripoli on February 10, 1797, concluded:

"Ag the government of the United States is not, in any sense, founded.on
the Christian religion: z2s it has in itself no character of enmity against
the law, religion, or tranguility of Musselmen; and as the States never
have enLe ed lPLO any war or act of hostility against any lohometan nation,
it is declared by the parties that no pretext arising from religious opin-
ion shall ever produce sn interruption of harmony existing between the two
councries M

The same statement was made in sSeparate treaties with Algiers and with

Tunis,
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I have railed and ranted and scréamed and begged and pleaded for more in-
volwvenent Tfrom the nmembers and supporters in respect to the workings of

GALA, I have come to the end of the begging, finally, From now on, I

will simply ask for your help graciously, and if you respond, I will,K inter-

pret that as saying "I give a dann," However, il you don't respond, that
I shall interpret as "Vou've done it all along; you don't need me," So

it shall be. But, 1f you don't desire to give financial as well as moral
and physical support of your organization, then I will no longer see it
to carry the load by nyself, If you don't think that the continuance of
an organization like GALA is important, if you don't see fit to give a
donation every now and then, if you don't see the necessity of paying your
membership dues on time, if you aren't willing to attend a few meetings
now and then to see thal everything is working in your best interest,

if you think that I and a few others do this just for fun, if you don't
care if your freedoms erode every day before your eyes because of religion,
then I don't care what happens to you elther!! This organization was
founded in llouston by me, Don Sanders, for the benefit of the many Gay
Atheists who had,up to now, no place they could relate to thelr own
without some sort of.geligious influence being shoved down theiy throats,
Face it, you can't evgn go to Mary's without seeing some 1ICC crap posted
on the walls or hear the Hontrose Singers do a completely secular show,
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For the first time in Houston, you have seen the word Athelst brought out
of the closet. Perhaps 1t hasn't been as widely recognized as that of
many gay religious groups, but, nevertheless, it is there every week in
TWT, every moment of every day by dialing 524-2222 (Dial-A-Gay-Atheist),
every year for the past 2 in the Gay Pride Parade, and every month at the
rezular monthly meetings.

However, it will cease to be if YOU don't come to the rescue immediately,
Mo bull, just fact!! Sometime shortly after tThe second annual convention
of Gay Atheists this October, I plan on resigning the post of local
president of CALA, Then it will be up to you! If noone cares to step
forward to see it continue, then I will not give in end go for another
year, If, however, you feel as I, and I hope as many others feel, that
this 1s a worthwhile and needed group in our city, then perhaps more of
you will bhe willing to attend meetingsmore regularly, give financially,
pay membership dues, and help on projects instead of run The other way
when you know that an important affair is coming up.

The Gay Pride Parade is arouwnd the corner. Will you kindly help donate
gome of your time, talent, perhaps money, to get the Tire truck ready
for the big day? A few hours of your time and talent, and even a couple
of bucks spent to make the signs ready, will be a great reward not only
for yourself, but also for your community, :

With the inception of the Texas Federation, handling the affairs of the
Mational Convention (by the way, this will be a convention you won't soon
forget), and the possibility of accepting the nomination for national
President of GALA, I am ready to give the Jjob of president of local over

to somre new blood, Besides, it's time Tor a change for GALA/Houston,

I've done all I can do, so, therefore, 1t's your turn. ~Can GALA count

on you for Help? I hope so. Don't let it die; it's up to all of YQOU!

e R R R T R R R R R R T kR TR o R R

Yes, I would 1like to see that GALA continues strong!! You can count on

me, I vill be at the June 13 preparation of the fire truck...YES NO.

I cannot donate time, but I can donate needed financial help,..YES NGO,

I want to become a member of GALA or renew my membership!!

Enclosed is my check in the amount of § for a one year membership as:
Individual,,.$12,.00 Student/Senior Citizen...$9.00
5}_303301'.....0!‘525 .OO Patroll...........-. LI I UIFDISCII.OO +

Guardian of Truth Newsletter only,...35.00 vearly

Name

Address Gy State

Zip PHONE IMO. PLEASE —

llake checks payable to GALA/Houston,

(6]
s '@ 24-hour service
DIAL-A-GAY-ATHEIST (713) 524-2222! 24 hours, 7 days

RELIGION IS THE PROBLEM -
NOT THE SOLUTION




