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HANUKKAH HOLIDAYS
From a Dial-An-Atheist message by Frank Zindler

On Wednesday, December 16, 1987 [Sunday,
December 20, 1992, this year], the Jewish answer to
Christmas begins -- the eight-day-Iong feast of Hanukkah.
That's "Hanukkah," pronounced with a khhht! ... (oops,
let's wipe that off). It is also known as the "Feast of Lights. "
On that day, or after sundown on the night before, religious
Jews will light one of the branches of a special menorah, or
candelabrum. Each day thereafter, another branch will be
lit, until eight are burning. Among the heart-stoppingly
exciting things Jews get to do during this "festival" is join
together in singing the old favorite "Naos Tzur,' the
Hebrew equivalent of "Rock of Ages." While Christian
kids and pagari kids get to play with Darth Vader.Star- Wars
toys, computer games and chemistry sets, Jewish children
are allowed to whoop it up with a dreidl, a four-sided top on
which is inscribed a mnemonic for "A great miracle hap-
pened there!" Zowie! I wonder if Jewish children even
know what a mnemonic is! Christian kids don't.

Jewish holidays, like Christian ones, are gerierally
based upon an absurdity. The absurdity in this case is the
following story: . In 164 B.C.E.(Before the Current Era),
Jews led by Judas Maccabaeus recaptured the temple in
Jerusalem, which had been held by Syrian Greeks who had
converted it to the cause of pagan worship. According to the
superstitious beliefs of the Jews, this somehow had "de-
filed" the temple. Just how the atomic structure of the stone
in the altar may have been altered by this alleged defilement
is not known.

According to the first book of Maccabees, this
profanation of the stone altar was so serious that the old altar
ha~ ~obe dismantled and hidden away on the temple mount,
waitmg for a prophet who could give an oracle telling what
to do with it. The bus from Jericho being delayed indefi-
nitely, no prophet ever showed up, so they had to build a
completely new altar for burnt offerings -- using only uncut
stones, of course, just as the Torah requires. To cut stones
with stone-cutter's tools would somehow remove the magi-
cal potency of the stone and render it wholly unsuitable for
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burning animals into smoke for Jahweh (Jehovah) to smell
and "get off' on. To make the atomic structure of the altar
just right for this purpose, the altar was "dedicated" with
singing and harping and twanging on lyres and pounding on
cymbals -- for eight days.

According to a myth in the Talmud, after retaking
the temple, the Jews found a cruse of consecrated oil in the
temple. How they could tell that all the molecular orbitals
of the oil molecules were still in order and not been
"defiled" or "desecrated" is not recorded. By nothing less
than a miracle, they just knew that the oil was still properly
sacred. Only enough oil was left, supposedly, to keep the
so-called "Eternal Light" burning for one day. Since the so-
called "Eternal Light" had already gone out, showing it to
?ave been a fake all along, it's hard to understand what good
It would do to light it up again. But light it up again they did.
And wonder of wonders, miracle of miracles, it burned for
eight days. Without so much as ever checking to see if
someone had jimmied the carburetor to get better oil
mileage, the Jews proclaimed it a miracle. And to this day,
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they hold it up as though it were serious competition to a
virgin birth of a child which was male instead of female (as
genetics would require), or a rival of the truly cosmic
conjuration known as the Star of Bethlehem -- a star located
neither at the north nor south celestial poles, but which
nevertheless could be "followed" by men supposedly smarter
than your average Boy Scout, a star which could appear to
have stopped over one gu y' s house, but not over the dumpster
behind his house and across the alley.

MERRY WINTER SOLSTICE
December 25, by the Julian calendar, was the

Winter Solstice. This day, originally regarded by the pagans
as the day of the nativity of the sun, the shortest day of the
year -- when the light began its conquering battle against
darkness -- was celebrated universally in all ages of man.

Taken over [stolen] by the Christians as the birth-
day of their mythological Christ, this ancient holiday, set by
motions of the celestial bodies, survives as a day of rejoicing
that good will and love will have a perpetual rebirth in the
minds of men -- even as the sun has a symbolic rebirth yearl y.

This is a natural, Atheist way of saying, "Greetings
of the Winter Solstice Season!"

FRONT PAGE NEWS
The battle over equality of civil rights for lesbians

and gays -- especially in local and statewide referenda and
in the military -- has been front page news in practically
every newspaper across the country. Fundamentalist Chris-
tian zealots, who must have a bogeyman, have found their
objects 'd hate in lesbians and gays. According to them,
every ill of society -- past, present and future -- can be
directly attributed to homosexuality.

I believe the homophobes -- especially
those who also profess to be Christians --
are the most unreasonable people I have
encountered since assuming this post 10
months ago. -- Phil Record, special assis-
tant to the publisher and ombudsman of
the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Sunday,
July 28, 1992.

Election day in many localities was marked by
fears of violence, as in Portland, Oregon, where Measure 9,
which would have labeled homosexuality as "abnormal
behavior," lost. The Oregon initiative was a bitterly con-
tested attempt to write into the Oregon Constitution lan-
guage that would have condemned homosexuality as "ab-
normal, wrong, unnatural and perverse." The initiative
would have required state and local government agencies to
actively discourage homosexuality and prohibit the adop-
tion of any laws to protect gay men and lesbians from
discrimination. Measure 9 proponents who gathered under
the umbrella organization called the Oregon Citizens Alli-
ance (OCA) were composed primarily of right-wing Chris-
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tian bigots. Does that come as any surprise to you?
Voters in Portland, Maine, let an ordinance protect-

ing gay rights stand, while Tampa, Florida, moved toward
repeal of a gay-rights ordinance there (Gannett Suburban
News, 11/4/92).

Of all the places where gay rights was a specific
issue, none was more vicious than the furor over Amend-
ment 2 in the state of Colorado, endorsed by 53.4 percent of
the state's voters. Amendment 2 alters the Constitution of
the state of Colorado in this manner:

No protected status based on homosexual,
lesbian or bisexual orientation. Neither
the State of Colorado, through any of its
branches or departments, nor any of its
agencies, political subdivisions, munici-
palities or school districts, shall enact,
adopt or enforce any statute, regulation,
ordinance or policy whereby homosexual,
lesbian or bisexual orientation, conduct,
practices or relationships shall constitute
or otherwise be the basis of, or entitle any
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person or class of persons to have or claim
any minority status, quota preferences,
protected status or claim of discrimina-
tion. This section of the constitution shall
be in all respects self-executing.

Up until about two years ago, only about 3 percent
of Coloradans lived in communities with gay-rights laws.
With the passage of a 1990 gay-rights ordinance in Denver,
that figure rose to nearly 20 percent, or one in five Colorad-
ans. The amendment's proponents, mainly Christian funda-
mentalist zealots, successfully associated the state's three
gay-rights ordinances (in Boulder, Aspen and Denver) with
quotas, special preferences and reverse discrimination. In
actuality, none of the three gay -rights ordinances accorded
anyone "special rights." The ordinances only extended gay
and lesbian citizens protection against discrimination in the
areas of jobs and housing. It is obviously clear from the
backlash that protection against discrimination is vitally
needed for lesbians and gays. Making patently false claims
has always been a trademark of right-wing bigots: anything
at all done in the name of the lord and for the will of god is
permitted. History has been replete with gross injustices
upon humanity committed in the name of one god or another.
Unfortunately, Christian zealotry is not dead. Gays and
lesbians are the modern scapegoats upon which the religious
zanies blame all ills of society.

Almost immediately after the passage of Amend-
ment 2, its effects began to manifest: A Colorado Springs
man with AIDS took his life and left a note saying he wanted
to "get out" before the coming Auschwitz; a woman says she
lost her job after the election when she told her employer she
wasalesbian; and one man who works at a gay bar in Denver
now takes a cab to work instead of walking after being
chased by three men. "They said, 'Now we can kill you
faggots and get away with it,'" the man said. A Longmont
hairdresser claims he was fired from his job because he is
gay, and writer Armistead Maupin, who canceled a trip to
Colorado, described Colorado as the "South Africa of the
U.S. for gays." Other gay-rights leaders in Colorado have
urged a tourist boycott of the state. How fitting that Denver
will be the site of the Pope's 1993 visit to the United States!

Passage of Amendment 2 has also sent a strong
message to the enemies of the gay and lesbian community
that it is "ok" to act upon their prejudices. Gay groups in
Colorado have already reported a sharp rise in the incidents
of gay bashing since the passage of Amendment 2. Sue
Anderson, who staffs a hot line for the Denver Gay and
Lesbian Community Center, says the center has fielded
about 3,000 calls over the course of about 10 days since the
November 3 vote -- as many as received in a month. Police
have also increased patrols in gay sections because of
community concerns.

The Rocky Mountain News (Monday, November 9,
1992) reports that incidents ranging from shouted obsceni-
ties to threats of bombs have been received by patrons of
local gay retail establishments. Denver's Tattered Cover
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bookstore had to evacuate its patrons due to the threat of a
bomb, and gay bars have reported the necessity to increase
parking lot security in order to protect their patrons. Garbo's,
a bar near downtown Denver, reported at least 50 hostile
telephone calls during the course of one night The bar's
front window was also riddled with anti-gay graffiti in shoe
polish. The passage of Amendment 2 not only has taken
away civil rights protections for an oppressed group, but it
has also given a green light for bigots and bashers to
physically act upon their religious bred prejudices.

Proponents for Amendment 2, which include such
right -wing Christian hate groups as the Colorado for Family
Values organization and Pat Robertson's Christian Coali-
tion, see its passage as a national endorsement for other
similar hate campaigns. If your state or area currently has
a gay rights ordinance in effect, watch out! Even the
infamous queer-hating Dr. Paul Cameron, who was ousted
from the American Psychological Association, got in on the
act by promoting flyers -- mainly at churches and religious
events, of course -- that claim that a majority ofhomosexuals
engage in sexual activities which involve the ingestion of
feces. Cameron seems always to appear everywhere there
is anti-gay sentiment, spreading savage lies in order to fan
the bigotry of the masses.

The good news is that a groundswell of support for
the repeal of Amendment 2 has already been noted. The
cities of Denver, Aspen and Boulder were joined less than a
week after its passage by several individual gays and lesbi-
ans, including tennis star Martina Navratilova, in a lawsuit
intended to challenge the constitutionality of Amendment 2.

"Bigots across the nation are watching closely,"
said attorney Mary Celeste of the Colorado Legal Initiatives
Project, a group helping in the suit. "They will use it
[Amendment 2] as a model to condone discrimination
everywhere. "

The suit claims the amendment violates both the
U.S. and Colorado constitutions and would establish "a right
to discriminate" against gays and bisexuals, and claims the
amendment violates the equal protection clause of the 14th
Amendment, would chill free speech, limit advocacy and
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coerce people to "adhere to a single, state-approved belief
respecting gay, lesbian and/or bisexual orientation."

Legal scholars, however, agree there might be a
great struggle in having the law declared unconstitutional.
Alan Chen, a professor of constitutional law at the Univer-
sity of Denver, claims the federal courts have not extended
the same type of equal protection to homosexuals as they
have to other groups, such as blacks, Hispanics and women.
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled, in Bowers v. Hardwick, a
case challenging the constitutionality of Georgia's sodomy
statue, that the equal protection clause does not prohibit
discrimination based upon sexual orientation and that the
right toprivacy does not include the right to engage inprivate
consensual homosexual conduct. THE MILITARY TRADITION

Perhaps most importantly, Chen noted that the OF BANNING GAYS:
passage of Amendment 2 gives the impression that the state WILL IT CRACK OR STAND?
is "basically adopting a specific religious viewpoint con-
cerninggays and lesbians, and that violates the First Amend- The other headline grabber this season has been
ment, which prohibits the government from establishing over the issue of gays and lesbians in the military. The
religion. The argument is that, by adopting aparticular view brouhaha seems to have come to its pinnacle with the
of the values or morals of a gay orlesbian lifestyle, the state dismissal andreinstatement of Petty Officer Keith Meinhold
is adopting a particular religious view." How perceptive of who, armed with a federal court order, returned to duty as a
Mr. Chen. Indeed, the state has adopted a particular sonar instructor at Moffett Naval Air Station after being
religious view: that of right-wing Christian fundamental- drummed out of the Navy for admitting he is gay.
ism. If only other legal scholars were less reluctant to even During his bid for the presidency, president-elect
utilize the Establishment Clause when attempting to over- Clinton claimed that within the first 100 days, he would, by
turn state sodomy laws, anti-gay legislation and referenda. Executive Order, rescind the military's ban on gays. During
The reason for the reticence: fear of insulting religion. the past few days, however, Mr. Clinton seemingly has

Chen also noted that by allowing a ban on adopting .. capitulated somewhat by claiming he will have to consult
any future civil rights legislation aimed at protecting gays . with military leaders concerning how to go about lifting the
and lesbians, the government is violating the petition clause, ban, although Mr. Clinton did say, during a Veterans' Day
which guarantees the right of the people to petition for a rally inLittle Rock,"l don't think status alone, in theabsence
redress of grievances. of some destructive behavior, should disqualify people."

Denver Mayor Wellington Webb and Boulder TheAG&LAstaffwill beclosely watching this issue,despite
Mayor Leslie Durgin said their cities intend to enforce gay- the fact that this editor feels there are far more pressing
rights laws during the court battle. concerns facing the lesbian and gay community than our

A spokesman for Colorado for Family Values said presence in the U.S. armed forces. How about a remedy for
the organization would not comment on the lawsuit now. AIDS, to start!

Plaintiffs besides Navratilova include Denver po- A Gallup poll in June showed 57 percent think gays
liceofficer Angela Romero; Richard G.Evans, a Denver city should be allowed in the military, and a Newsweek poll
employee; state employee Paul Brown of Denver; Linda conducted in August found 59 percent support to rescind the
Fowler, an administrator who lives in Denver; Priscilla ban.
Inkpen,anordained minister from Boulder; and BretTanberg General Colin Powell, who is expected to stay on
of Evans, who was identified in the suit as a heterosexual as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the Clinton
with mv (Rocky Mountain News [Denver, CO], 11/12/92, administration, disagrees with lifting the ban. Powell, U.S.
11/13/92; USA Today, 11/12/92). history's highest-ranking black, says accepting gays will

violate privacy and esprit de corps.
Before Mr. Clinton ever takes the oath of office to

uphold, protect and defend the Constitution of the United
States [SQhelp him god!], the right-wing, religious, political
fascists are already making threats. Orange County's [CA]
resident homophobe, Lou Sheldon, head of the Traditional
Values Coalition, has stated that Clinton shouldn't lift the
ban even if gays and lesbians supported him in the election.
"This is a terrible political payoff' for homosexuals, claims
the rabidly homophobic minister.

The perennially right-wing bigot, Jerry Falwell,

BUSH SENDS ONE LAST
HATEFUL MESSAGE TO PWAS
In a disturbing trend, the Executive branch of our

government continues its tradition offiling amicus (friend of
the court) briefs in select U.S. Supreme Court cases. In a
truly unsettling last hurrah of the Bush administration, the
U.S. Department of Justice, at the behest of George Bush,
sided with H&H Music Company of Houston, the defendant
in McGann v.H&H Music Co., in a case in which the music
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company, being self-insured, cut benefits for employees
with AIDS from a maximum $1 million to $5,000.

McGann, who died last year, lost his case in the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit. Losing here was
not unexpected since thisFederal Court has established itself
as being both anti-gay and anti-atheist. During early No-
vember, however, the U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear
the case, thereby allowing the decision of the lower Federal
Court to stand. That George Bush sided with the employer
in his amicus statement is not surprising. What should be of
concern to us all is the question, whatever happened to the
separation of powers (St. Petersburg Times, 1O/17/92)?
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claims to have been "inundated" with requests from fellow
religious brown shirts to crank up the cogs of the now-
defunct Moral Majority, in an effort to put pressure on what
the fascists perceive will be a "liberal" Clinton administra-
tion.

It goes without saying, of course, that Pat
Robertson's Christian Coalition has never stopped influenc-
ing politics, while continuing to gain strength and support,
especially on the local level. Keep your eyes and ears ~pen
for what the Robertson machine is doing in your locality.

The regulation denouncing homosexuality as "in-
compatible with military service" was enacted 50 years ago
in January, during World War II. At the time, the military
segregated troops by race, assigned women onl~ clerical and
nursing duties and still practiced corporal punishment.

It came as no surprise to hear the news that the
chaplain of the Marine ~orps has issued a six-p~ge p~per
saying that homosexuals III the armed forces are a physical
and psychological" threat to other troops. The paper also
argues that lifting the prohibition will hurt recruiting, u~der-
mine morale and increase the number of AIDS cases III the
military.

The Marine Corps chaplain, Captain Larry H. Ellis
of the Navy, a 50-year-old Southern Baptist minister, said
that he had sent copies of the paper, which was written by
Chaplain Gene Gomulka, a Roman Catholic priest who
holds the rank of Navy commander, to the senior chaplains
of the Army, the Navy and the Air Force, as well as to other
top-ranking officers, "to stimulate their thinking" on t~e
issue. Shouldn't that read, instead, "to stimulate their
prejudices?" No doubt, the Pentagon will use the paper as
a counter-attack to any efforts in Congress to repeal the ban.
Now that Clinton has promised to make some sweeping
changes in the military, we at AGLA think it's time for him
to sweep out the military chaplains, once and for all.
Military chaplains serve no other purpose than to indoctri-
nate a captive group. Church and state should be separated
in the military as well as in all other areas of government.
The religious are never content to practice their beliefs
privately and without coercion. They feel they are dut~-
bound to inflict their prejudices upon everyone. Their
involvement and influence in the subjugation of the civil
rights of gay and lesbian citizens must not be underestimated
in this arena. The big question still remains, though: Will
president-elect Clinton actually and completely rescind the
ban on gays in the military? If he does, will Congress wimp-
out and overturn the order? What role will the chaplaincy
of the U.S. Armed Forces play in the rescission? Given
Clinton's close ties to religion, AGLA is not as optimistic as
other gay and lesbian groups seem to be (The New York
Times, 8/26/92; USA Today, 11/12/92; Houston Post, 11/12/
92).

God is Always on the Side of the Heaviest Battalions. --
Voltaire
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THE [RELIGIOUS] TIES THAT BIND
At least two Roman Catholic newspapers in the

country, the Texas Catholic Herald and the Denver Catholic
Register, are heralding the future presidency of Bill Clinton
as if he were one of their own.

Despite that Clinton is a Southern Baptist and
claims to be pro-choice in matters of abortion and has
expressed his support for equality of rights for lesbians and
gays, both of which are directly at odds with the teachings
of the Roman Catholic church, an article in the Texas
Catholic Herald states, "It's obvious his association with the
church [has] left its mark." And what association is that?
Bill Clinton is a graduate of Roman Catholic Georgetown
University where one of his teachers, a Jesuit seminarian,
thought he'd make a good candidate for the pries~ood ..

"The Catholic influence on me has manifested m
two ways," Clinton said in an October 25 interview with
Catholic News Service. "First, [it gave me] a real sense that
we are morally obliged to try to live out religious convictions
in the world, that our obligation to social mission is con-
nected to religious life."

Clinton also told an audience during a speech at
Roman Catholic Notre Dame University on September 11,
that "I was then and remain today deeply drawn to the
Catholic social mission, to the idea that as President Kennedy
said, 'Here on earth, God's work must truly be our own. '"

In an interview with the Arkansas Catholic News-
paper, Clinton's mother said in a telephone interview that
she had enrolled her son in a Catholic school because she had
heard that the nuns were very disciplined in teaching and ran
fine schools.

When Clinton's grade-school teacher, Sister McGee,
learned of her former student's run for the presidency, the
nun wrote a letter to Mr. Clinton's mother expressing her
excitement that one of her students had become a candidate
for the presidency. In her letter, the retired teacher wro~e
about "the joy oozing out of me." Doesn't the Cathohc
church consider "oozing" to be sinful?

Among Clinton's close friends whose advice he is
said to seek and value are Pennsylvania Senator Harris
Woffard, Father Fred Kammer and Jesuit Father Timothy S.
Healy. Healy is the former president of Georgetown Unive~-
sity and now chief executive officer of the New York P~bhc
Library, and Father Fred Kammer is the newly-appointed
president of Catholic Charities USA.

Clinton also presides over a state -- Arkansas --
whose constitution patently prohibits atheists from holding
public office. Article 19, Sec. 1 of that constitution states:

No person who denies the being of God
shall hold any office in civil departments
of this State nor be competent to testify as
witness in any court.
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When asked his opinion recently on the restrictive
and discriminatory clause excluding atheists from holding
public office in the state of Arkansas, Clinton said he was
unaware of it (Texas Catholic Herald, 11/13/92; Denver
Catholic Register, 11/11/92).

THE MILITARY AND HOMOSEXUALITY
IN OTHER NATIONS

Of 17 nations surveyed in a General Accounting
Office study exploring the Pentagon's ban on homosexuals
from the armed forces, the United States was found to be
among a minority of nations excluding gays and lesbians
from military service. The armed forces of 13 of the nations
surveyed -- most of them North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) members -- do not categorically exclude
lesbians and gays. Those nations include Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Luxem-
bourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain and Sweden. Coun-
tries that ban homosexuals are Britain, New Zealand, Portu-
gal and the United States. Only the United States and the
United Kingdom, however, specifically ask during the en-
listment process whether recruits are gay (Fort Worth Star-
Telegram, 11/1/92).

Military Intelligence is a Contradiction in Terms. --
Groucho Marx

THE MILITARY AND
THE FIRST AMENDMENT

Shaken by the revelation that heterosexism is ram-
pant in the ranks of the U.S. armed forces, primarily as a
result of the disclosure of the Tailhook sex abuse scandal, the

.Pentagon's top legal officer is reported to be reviewing
whether the niilitary should be selling sexually explicit
publications in its base exchanges.

One zealous stampeeder of smut, a commander at
a Navy boot camp in Orlando, Florida, banned such publi-
cations as Playboy and Penthouse from the camp store
earlier in the year.

Playboy Enterprises, Inc., has threatened a lawsuit
should the Pentagon prevent sales of its publication from
being sold at military exchanges. It appears military brass
have little, if any, respect for the First Amendment of the
Constitution which they supposedly are defending (St. Pe-
tersburg Times, 10/6/92).

PREHISTORIC SEX
One of our Midwest members sent in this bit of

information without identifying the source, but the story is
so beautiful that we had to pass it along to you. It demon-
strates that homo-sex has been around for thousands of
years, despite what the religious nuts claim. Undoubtedly,
this disclosure has caused some embarrassment in many
circles. What the hell! It's time Americans faced the reality
of our existence -- past, present and future.
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Several weeks ago, the major news magazines and
newspapers ran feature stories about finding an almost
perfectly preserved man, of approximately 5,500 years, in a
Tyrolean glacier. It seems that after careful study of the man,
scientists discovered that Otzi, the name given the man, was
likely gay. That's right, gay!

In examining Otzi, scientists found semen in his
anal canal. It is speculated that Otzi had a little tryst before
freezing to death in a flash snow storm and blissfully passed
out after the great fuck. Even the semen was carbon-dated
and was found to be of the correct age, in order to prove there
had been no hanky-panky sometime between 5,500 years
ago and today.

The report claims the locals are now not so happy
about their find. Austrian and Swiss papers report concern
that the area may get nicknamed "Homo Valley."

I guess it's time the Austrians and Swiss get over it
too!

BUTTHOLE OF THE MONTH:
A SOULJAH FOR JESUS

Ata recent concert held at the UniversityofBuffalo
in New York, rap singer Sister Souljah urged college stu-
dents to avoid casual sex and develop "a spiritual connec-
tion" with God. Interesting how chastity seems to be a key
factor in keeping one's thoughts glued to god! Most people
I know never take sex -- with strangers or acquaintances --
casually. Getting it -- and plenty of it -- is a very serious
matter. Now I know why she calls herself "Sister:" She is
actually a nun who does rap music!

"As an African woman I am telling you this: It is
wrong to have sex with someone you do not know." Clari-
fication: I wasn't aware that New Jersey is a part of Africa .
What she should have stated, of course, is that she is an
American of African descent. It is likely the closest Souljah
has been to Africa is the globe in her elementary school
geography class.

About politics, the sister said she doesn't expect
much political change, saying President Clinton "is the same
as any other white racist president (Houston Post, 11/12/
92)."

WILDMON GETS ACLU
'LIFETIME OF DISSERVICE' AWARD

In observation of the recent Banned Book Week,
the American Civil Liberties Union announced eight recipi-
ents for its "Art Censors of the Year" award. These are
individuals or institutions which have displayed "excep-
tional disregard for First Amendment values."

Among the recipients of the dubious awards are:
*National Endowment for the Art chair Anne-

Imelda Radice, for vowing to veto grants for sexually
explicit art and other objects that deal with difficult subject
matter.

*The Duval County, Florida, Public School Dis-
trict, which has censored more than 60 books over the years,
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including titles by Stephen King, poet Nikki Giovanni and
the fairy tale "Snow White" -- banned for its "graphic
violence." Of Snow White, Mae West once said: "Urnmm,
I used to be Snow White, but I drifted."

*Catherine McKinnon and Andrea "Oink Oink"
Dworkin, for drafting legislation to allow victims of sex
crimes to collect damages from the producers and retailers
of sexually oriented entertainment.

*The Maryland State Legislature and Governor
Booth Gardner, for imposing a mandatory labeling system
with criminal penalties for musical recordings deemed
"erotic" by a state court.

*TheRev. Donald Wildmon, director of the Ameri-
can Family Association, for a "lifetime of disservice to the
values of the Bill of Rights, in his pursuit of one overarching
goal: the restructuring of American law to reflect his own
moral code (Publisher's Weekly, 9/28/92)."

CHRISTERS CRAZY OVER 'SEX'
Once again, media giant Time-Warner has found

itself in the throes of controversy and the subject of ire by the
right-wing Christian morality patrol over its Warner Books
subsidiary and the publishing of pop singer Madonna's new
book "Sex."

Morality in Media president Robert Peters called
the book "moral filth and absolute sleaze." He added, "A
responsible corporation should not be acting to introduce
sick, violent pornography into mainstream America at a
time when sexual violence has become epidemic."

Donald Wildmon's American Family Association
started a boycott of Time-Warner products in the spring of
this year, calling the company the third leading sponsor of
sex, violence and profanity on television.

I can't understand why Christians are so upset with
Madonna. She consistently proclaims her devotion to the
Catholic church, wears a cross around her neck during her
performances, and openly criticized Sinead O'Connor for
blasting the medievalist pope. Untypical of most Christians,
however, is her frankness about her sexuality:

When I was a childI used to sit on the toilet
backward and wait for the burning sensa-
tion between my legs to go away. I did not
understand that if only my finger had
found its way to my pussy the aching
would have subsided. That all the twisting
and pulling and rubbing and scratching of
my arms and legs would not satisfy my
hunger. That the wetness in my under-
pants had nothing to do with my mother
overdressing me. But as a child I did not
have the words to ask, so I stayed on fire
and burning, tormented and yearning until
that glorious day my finger found flesh
and with legs spread open and back arched,
honey poured from my 14-year-old gash
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and I wept. -- from Sex by Madonna

In July, several police organizations launched their
own boycott of the media giant to protest the inclusion of the
song "Cop Killer" in rapper Ice- T' s album "Body Count."
"Cop Killer" was released after the Rodney King incident in
Los Angeles, in which a black motorist was brutally beaten
by members of L.A. ' s "finest."

Ice- T eventually succumbed to the pressure of the
censors and pulled "Cop Killer" from the album. He then
made the "clean" album available free of charge to fans
attending his concerts (Texas Catholic Herald, 11/13/92).

IRS WARNS CHURCHES:
STAY OUT OF PARTISAN POLITICS

As the Novem ber election approached, the Internal
Revenue Service issued a warning to churches to stay out of
partisan politics.

John E. Burke, assistant commissioner for exempt
organizations said, "These organizations (those exempt
under section 501 (c)(3) of the IRS code) cannot endorse any
candidates, make donations to their campaigns, engage in
fund-raising, distribute statements, or become involved .f'
any other activities that may be beneficial or detrimental •.•.
any candidate." We'd like to know where the IRS has been
all these years?

IRS regulations, however, do permit churches (and
other similarly tax-exempt organizations) to sponsor de-
bates or similar forums designed to educate voters if no
preference for a candidate is shown. However, IRS regula-
tions prohibit churches from engaging in prohibited political
campaign activities. Involvement in such activities could
cause the loss of tax-exempt status and subjection to an
excise tax on the amount of money spent on the activity. The
IRS can also seek an injunction in federal court to prohibit
a church from making further political expenditures
(ProChoice magazine, 11/92).

If you know any churches in your area which
engaged in political activity duringthe past election, send a
letter outlining exact details such as exact location, date(s),
the names of candidates and/or clergy, the promotion of a
particular political party, amendment or bill. If ever you
notice political signs or posters on church property, take
photographs. Send your signed letter, containing your
address and complaint information to AGLA, PO Box
66711, Houston, TX 77266. We'll happily pass this infor-
mation along to the exempt -organizations department of the
IRS.

PLATES COMING UP WITH LESS
AT NATION'S CHURCHES

Monetary figures are pointing to a "weakening of
the church" in U.S. society, says Sylvia Ronsvalle, execu-
tive vice-president of Empty Tomb, Inc., a Christian re-
search organization that concluded an ongoing study under-
written by the Lilly Endowment, Inc.
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The study showed that churches are receiving less
of their members' income in the form of contributions. The
cutback is said to be hitting churches across America to the
tune of about $2 billion per year.

The Empty Tomb [now where do you suppose they
came up with that name?] survey showed that members
contributed about 3.1 percent of their after-tax income in
1968, compared to about 2.6 percent in 1990. In 1990,
members of the denominations studied gave a total of $12.4
billion to their churches. Had they given at the 1968 rate, that
figure would have been almost $2.1 billion higher.

Polling by the National Opinion Research Center
shows that Catholics have been putting less and less in parish
plates -- from about 2.2 percent of their income 30 years ago
to less than 1 percent currently.

Presbyterian percentage has not decreased over the
past 25 years -- slightly over 2 percent. However, there has
been an admitted decline in membership within that body.
The Lutheran church also claims that its parishioners still
give about the same percentage of income as they did in the
late 1970s -- about 2.3 percent.

The Episcopal church, for which we could locate
no actual figures, has moved to reduce its national staff and
has pledged to cut spending on some of its national programs
by some 35 percent.

Dr. Towns of Jerry Falwell's Liberty [sic] Univer-
sity says he tells pastors that churchgoers born since World
War II tend not to give in response to appeals to tradition or
to guilt, and adds that younger churchgoers are more likely
to choose a church based on what benefits they expect from
it, like church-based gymnasiums and handball courts (Wall
Street Journal, 7/31/92).

DON'T START FEELING
SORRY TOO SOON!

Here is a list of the top 20 organizations in the
Philanthropy 400, a survey by The Chronicle of Philan-
thropy that ranks non-profit organizations according to the
amount of private donations they receive. The following list
shows the organizations and their total private donations last
year. The figures do not represent the organizations' total
incomes. A "*,, indicates a religious or quasi-religious
organization:

1. *United Jewish Appeal (National):
2. *Salvation Army:
3. *Second Harvest:
4. American Red Cross:
5. *Catholic Charities USA:
6. American Cancer Society:
7. American Heart Association:
8. *United Jewish Appeal (New York City):
9. *YMCA of the USA:
10.*Boy Scouts of America:
11. Harvard University:
12. Shriners Hospitals:
13. Stanford University:
14. Public Broadcasting Service:

$668.1 million
649 million
404.5 million
386.1 million
368.3 million
346.3 million
235.7 million
235.5 million
214.5 million
209.6 million
195.6 million
186.8 million
180.9 million
180 million

American Gay & Lesbian Atheists

15. Cornell University:
16. Boys and Girls Clubs of America:
17. *Brigham Young University:
18. University of Pennsylvania:
19. *World Vision:
20. *Catholic Relief Services:

177.1 million
164.7 million
160.4 million
156.6 million
154.6 million
150.3 million

PEDOPHILE FALLOUT
The Continental Insurance Company, an insurer

for a Roman Catholic diocese in Massachusetts, announced
that it is suing to avoid having to pay damages that may be
awarded to victims of a former priest accused of doing what
it seems many priests do consistently: molest children.

The insurance company named the Diocese of Fall
River, its bishop and former priest James Porter in the suit
filed in Federal District Court in Boston.

Porter is accused of molesting scores of children in
Massachusetts, Minnesota and New Mexico during the
1960s and 70s, before leaving the priesthood in 1974. He is
now married with four children and living in Minnesota
(New York Times, 8/20/92).

GOOD NEWS IN SCOTLAND·
A report in the St. Petersburg Times of October 3

claims a Roman Catholic diocese based in Aberdeen, Scot-
land, has announced that it will be unable to provide priests
for Sunday mass in all parishes because of a shortage of
clergy. "It is the first time in living memory that we have had
to say to parishes, •Sorry, we have no priest to say mass this
weekend,''' wrote Bishop Mario Conti of Aberdeen.

The Diocese of Aberdeen, one of the smallest in
Scotland, claims 20,000 Catholics and 36 priests. Most of
the priests are in their 60s. The crisis has been exacerbated
by priests leaving the priesthood because of a conflict of
faith or to follow the call of their gonads: to marry. Nothing
in the report indicated the number of closet-case homo-
sexual priests who choose to stay with "the flock." The
benefits of sexual contacts for closeted priests and for those
seeking the sexual favors of children are quite bountiful in
the church.

Deacons are being trained to conduct eucharistic
services and to take communion to people who are ill.
(Editor: They are also likely being trained to rape sick and
dying atheists whose Catholic relatives wish to take advan-
tage of them when they are incapable of defending them-
selves!)

VATICAN ISSUES 'NEW' CATECHISM
For the first time since the Council of Trent in the

16th Century after Martin Luther broke from the Catholic
church to form his own in protest of it [Protestantism], the
Roman Catholic Church has issued a questionably revised
catechism to address modern "sins" and to guide the per-
sonal behavioral codes of modern followers. The so-called
new catechism was drafted and issued in the French lan-
guage, while the English-language edition is not expected to
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be ready until next spring.
It is not coincidental that one of the most theologi-

cally conservative Roman Catholics headed the commission
that drew up the new catechism: Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger,
Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.
The Congregation forthe Doctrine of the Faith was formally
and perhaps better known as the Office of the Holy Roman
Inquisition under whose authority millions of non adherents
to the faith were brutalized, tortured and murdered during
the period known as the Dark Ages, when the Holy Roman
Church dominated the world.

It is also not coincidental that the document was
issued under the auspices of perhaps the most regressive of
popes in modem times: Pope John Paul II, or JP2, as he is
frequentl y referred to at AGLA. The release of the document
is simply an attempt to further entrench regressive thought
and control and centralize the Vatican's power.

For example, the church, which has been busy
meddling in the affairs of governments all over the world,
has stated in its latest directive that wealthier nations have
an obligation to welcome the immigrants of the poorer
nations. This statement, of course, is primarily directed at
the United States. In the southern border areas of the United
States, many Roman Catholic organizations and representa-
tives aid and abet immigrants from Central American coun-
tries, helping them to gain illegal entry here. This is aCatch-
22 situation since many Central Americans are fleeing their
native lands because of the repressive policies of their own
governments over which the church maintains control.
Overpopulation, which leads to fewer and fewer resources
for the poor, is also directly responsible for much of the
immigration problem.

On overpopulation, the church speaks indirectly in
.its new catechism under the subject of birth control. About
birth control it says that any action which, either ahead of the
conjugal act, during it or as a result of its natural conse-
quences, envisages as a means or as an end to make
procreation impossible, is intrinsically bad. The church has
not altered its position one iota about birth control and its
numerous resultant problems which stem from overpopula-
tion. Despite the fact that figures show that the world's
population may reach the 10 billion mark in less than 50
years, the church and its representatives, who maintain a
powerful influence over millions of the world's breeding
poor and illiterate, should be held accountable before a
world court body for not having taken the opportunity to
change its 400-plus-year position in light of impending
environmental catastrophes which are likely to result from
such a frivolous position.

The new catechism also makes it clear that the
church's position on the status of women has not changed
since the 16th Century. The latest document states that only
baptized men [persons with penises] may be ordained as
priests, that the ordination of women is not possible
(emphasis added). We can't understand why any self-
respecting female would want to subject herself to such a
discriminatory and self-abnegating institution anyway.
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Perhaps someone can explain this?
To gays and lesbians, the church's new catechism

simply restates what JP2 stated in his infamous Vatican
Letter of 1986: homosexuality is intrinsically evil. The new
document does state, however, that homosexuals are not to
be discriminated against based solely upon our sexual
orientation, while, on the other hand, it also instructs us to
remain chaste. I have to wonder if the same rule is intended
to apply to the myriad of gay priests and lesbian nuns hiding
in the closets of the mother church? I find it terribly
hypocritical, too, that the church has not used its new
catechism to address the terrible problem of pedophilia and'
sexual abuse which is rampant among church leaders. Hey,
Dignity followers: What the hell is your problem? Isn't it
time you sank the oppressive ship instead of trying to keep
it afloat? Naturally, abortion remains taboo as does
euthanasia.

So whatjg new about the new catechism ? Well, we
did find some new sins addressed therein. These include
instructions about driving while intoxicated, driving with
too much speed, instructions about the dangers of genetic
engineering and artificial insemination, and the dangers of
using the services of psychics and astrologers. You mustn't
be tempted, now, to call up that 900 psychic line while
watching late-night television! That $3.99 a minute could
be going into the Vatican's coffers instead of elsewhere, you
know!

Asto drunken driving and driving with too much
seed: Do we reallv need the Catholic church to tell us both

AGA, Inc. \ AGLA National Office
P.O. Box 66711

Houston, TX 7726&6711
(713) 862-3283

AGA, Inc. \AGLAArizona
Dl3 North Central Avenue

Suite 121·211
Phoenix, AZ 85012-2003

these acts are dangerous to ourselves and others? Again,
they're another century too late! Does this now mean that
our states' departments of motor vehicles may close down
since the pope has spoken? And what other position do we
expect the Catholic church to take in the areas of genetic
engineering and artificial insemination but one of revulsion?
The church has always fought scientific inquiry and ad-
vancement, particularly in the areas of medical science and
reproductive rights. The church does make one compensa-
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tion, however, for the use of artificial insemination: that it
be used only by a married heterosexual couple when all other
natural alternatives have been exhausted. Likewise, surro-
gate parentage is thoroughly condemned in the new cat-
echism.

From the summary of the new catechism, we can
determine that the Roman Catholic Church has not changed
in 400 years and does not intend to make any changes for the
next 400 years. It remains a powerful, wealthy and politi-
cally meddling monster that is bent on taking the world
backward instead of forward. It is an insult to every
American citizen that the United States of America main-
tains diplomatic relations with this medieval mammoth.
Given Clinton's close ties to this regressive institution, there
doesn't appear to be a chance that he will sever those ties.
Oh, well, it's up to us to speak out, cry out and demonstrate
againstthe church as much as possible (New York Times, 11/
17/92; Austin American-Statesman, 11/17/92).

THE OPEN FORUM
DearAGLA:

I am a 40- year-old black male. I am gay but am just
coming out of the closet of fear and isolation. My parents
will never accept my homosexuality, but I don't care. I'm
tired of hiding from people and life.

I would like to relocate into a small town where
gays and lesbians are located in Texas or abroad. It's my
heart's desire to be a cross-dresser because a lot of men I have

) AMERICAN
~~ .. GAY & LESBIAN

? AlliEISTS
..... ...•. ;.". MEMBERSHIP ApPLICATION

PLEASE 0iEa< ONE

NEW 5tFPORTER 0
REt£WAL 0
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$36 CoUPLE $75 SUSTAINING

$300 CORPORATE
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$150 BENEFACTOR

$500 LIFE

'PHOTOCOPY OF I.D. OR PROOF OF AGE REQUIRED
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MAIL TO : P ;0. Box 66711, HOUSTON, TX 77266-6711

Signature
All contributions are tax deductible except for $12 annually. This

reflects the cash value placed on The AGLA Newsletter by the
IRS.
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effeminate.
Tell me, is there such a place in America where I

can be myself? The gays here in Portland tend to fight each
other. Can you send me some information concerning my
needs?

(Editor: If someone wishes to help this man in his
quest, his address is: Earl W. Newman, Jr., 111 W. Burnside,
Portland, OR 97209.)

DearAGLA:
Shocking story about Mark's family. Proves what

you have always said about those nuts into religion! Keep
up your efforts to win us freedom from it.

G.B., New York

DearAGLA:
What a beautiful tribute to Mark Franceschini in

your last edition. I was blown away by the story, so much
so that I passed it along to a close friend of mine. That would
make a great TY movie! Wish I knew some producers. Have
you contacted the talk shows? Your strength in dealing with
the loss of your lover/companion, coupled with the mali-
cious, back-biting of his religious parents must have been
overwhelming. Are you ok?

Your tenacity and strength in the face of over-
whelming prejudice have always come across in the pages
of your publication. The story about Mark demonstrates
your depth of character and love for him. I know your loss
is great, but know that you are better off for having shared
some of your life with him.

Although I have never met you (I hope to at the
Sacramento American Atheist convention!), I truly hold you
in high esteem as being on my listof"most admired people."
Know that what you and Mark had together can never be
taken away by the uncaring, selfish acts of brainwashed
religious people. My best wishes to you and for a stronger
AGLA! I enclose $ to the memory of Mark
Franceschini to use for furthering of the cause of AGLA. I
also sent a gift in his name to AmFar in Los Angeles. Much
love,

Dave W., Oakland, CA

(Editor: Thank you for your kind, kind words,
thoughts, and donations. No deeds, no actions, no words by
rapacious religious people can ever denigrate the character
of the Mark that I knew, that many of you knew and will
remember. His untimely death is a great loss to each of us
personally and to our movement. This is ever the more
reason for more people to come forward at this time to help
in the cause which he helped to champion. Although Mark
is dead, AGLA is not. It mustn't be allowed to die whenever
a few key players also die. Those of you who are without the
threat of my disease lurking in your cells must take some
initiative now if you wish for AGLA to continue, prosper and
grow. Plant the seeds with donations and bequests; come
forward with your writing skills to ensure that newsletter
production never fails. Houston people, particularly, are
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'needed to learn the system so that AGLA continues.)

Dear AGLA:
I found your publication in Alternatives Bookstore

here. Thank you so much. Although I'm not gay, I
appreciate the information and news unavailable to me from
other cities, even letters from other cities because these carry
information.

A few things bother me. One is that in the informa-
tive letter from Dominic Florio [pinellas Park, FL], he does
exactly what he would not want done to him. In giving
details of the founder of [the] MCC, Florio pulls a Bushism,
or is it a Quaylism? and says: "Troy Perry, MCC' s founder,
is reported to be . .. ."

That is malicious gossip. It loses respect for the one
who does it, as you see by the results in the recent election.
And it is also "outing," or would-be "outing," because it has
little orno effect on who the readers then perceive Troy Perry
[to be]. Readers will subconsciously associate this with
malicious "outing" of anyone who doesn't cowtow to every
whim of certain, obviously malicious "gays." Among other
reasons, gays will automatically recall that their names go
into the niche where Troy's is and the denunciation has for
perhaps centuries read: "- - - - - - - - is reported to be a
homosexual!" You see, it doesn't matter if it is true. Such
maliciousness is simply attached as an attributeto ACT OUT
of your worthy publication.

Finally, why do you not list bisexuals in your name?
Is there a bisexual group in Houston? If so, please send their
address and a contact name. Also, do you know of literary
agents who are connected with the large publishers and can
handle a tome of about 200,000 words and some explicit sex
scenes, please let me know who that is and the agency
address.

Occupant, 2404 W. Coolidge St. #2-Rear,
Phoenix, AZ 85015.

(Editor: We simply print 'em as we receive 'em.
Does Dominic Florio care to respond?)

CLASSIFIED
I am a 17-year-old bisexual atheist who would like

to correspond with another gay or bisexual male atheist.
I have almost no specifications, but would prefer a

young person between the ages of 16 to 20, and who responds
to most letters written.

I have no connection to people like myself and
would like to write to a few people who understand me and
my thoughts. Please be discreet, as I live with parents. My
address is:

Bryan R. Sanders, 9220 NE 8th St.,
Vancouver, W A 98664.

The Puritan hated bear-baiting, not because it gave pain
to the bear, but because it gave pleasure to the spectators.

-- Thomas Macaulay (History of England)
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CLOSING COMMENTS
This is the final issue of Volume 10 of The Ameri-

can Gay & Lesbian Atheist. The next issue will mark the
beginning of this organization's second decade of publish-
ing. February 1993 will also mark the official anniversary
of the founding of American Gay and Lesbian Atheists. It's
hard to believe that the organization will be 10 years old in
only a short couple of months. Time certainly does fly!

The past ten years, however, have not gone by
without sacrifice and struggle to keep the organization
afloat. From the beginning, the odds have seemed stacked
against us. Yet, through the ostracism of AGLA in the 1983
Houston Gay/Lesbian Pride Parade when our float, consist-
ing of a lion-suitted man holding an inflatable nun with the
caption, "Christians Leave A Bad Taste In My Mouth," was
booed by the crowd and banned by the parade committee
from future Houston parades for four years, to the attempted
banning of AGLA from the pride march in Dallas in 1988
and our subsequent legal victory over prejudice, to the set-
up and arrest of the national director that same year for
pointing out the illegality of a Bible monument in front of a
civil courts building in downtown Houston, AGLA has
persevered and grown.

Your involvement, your donations, your positive
feedback, your skills have made it possible for those of us at
the helm of the ship to have been able to make it through
some very trying times. The recent loss of Mark Franceschini
was also devastating to AGLA. However, Mark laid a
foundation that can not be cracked. His talents, advise and
expertise have worked to solidify the organization and its
outreach. We all owe a great deal of gratitude to his tenacity
and foresight.

The future of AGLA now rests in the hands of
persons like Dominic Florio of Pinellas Park, Florida, and
Doug McNeil of Phoenix, Arizona, and hopefully others
who have not yet come forward. Efforts will be made this
next year to strengthen the lines of communication between
the Houston office and its fellow activists through the
implementation of fax machines. Efforts are being made to
pass on the information to Dominic and Doug so that the
organization will continue to prosper and grow.

There are so many of you located in so many parts
of the country who are so solidly behind this organization
that I foresee the necessity of preparing for a several day
gathering of members sometime in the coming year. At that
meeting, plans will be laid to firmly anchor the future of what
I perceive to be the most important movement within the
lesbian and gay community.

Without your timely membership renewals and
extra donations, the work of AGLA could not proceed. Why
not consider AGLA as you make a last-minute tax-deduct-
ible gift for the 1992 calendar year? As always, a pink return-
address envelope is enclosed for your convenience.

The national office extends to you and yours a very
pleasant Winter Solstice season, and the best of all possible
wishes for the coming New Year! -- Don Sanders, Editor
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Pope Picket '93
For over a thousand years popes have
told the West what to do.

It's time that Atheists tell a pope what to
do.

We would suggest, "John Paul, go home!"

The place: Denver, Colorado.

The date: August 13, 14, and 15, 1993 (Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday).

The occasion: World Youth Day 1993. The pope
has been invited by the Denver archdiocese
for a massive conference, ending in a papal
mass on Sunday, August 15, 1993. The con- .
terence is expected to draw over 60,000
young people. At least 200,000 persons will
be at the mass. Now, isn't the pope the very
last person we want influencing the young?

American Atheist plans: There will be a number of
opportunities to demonstrate against the
pope and Roman Catholic policies during the
weekend. Our plans will finalize as we work
with local authorities. The weekend will
include an informal cocktail party and lectures
on the Roman Catholic church.

Accommodations: Most hotels are already booked
because of the massive crowds expected for
the pope's visit. American Atheists has been
able to reserve a block of rooms at the Amer-
ican Motel, 10101 1-70 Service Road North,
Wheat Ridge, CO. The room rate is $36 per
night plus 9.5 percent tax. Details on how to
reserve your room will be sent after you
register for the picket.

Transportation: American Atheists will organize
transportation from the official Pope Picket
hotel to any demonstration sites. Golden West
Airport Shuttle service provides transportation
from Stapleton Airport to the American Motel.
Cost is between $5 and $8.

Registration: There is a $5 fee per person to par-
ticipate in the Pope Picket '93. This non-
refundable registration fee is charged to help
cover costs of organizing the event.

Pope Picket '93 Registration Form

o I'm signing up for registration(s) for person(s)
at $5 per person.

Name(s): _

Address: _

City: _

State: Zip: _

Picket registration is nonrefundable.

o Enclosed is a check or money order (payable to Amer-
ican Atheists) for $, _

o Please charge $, to my credit card:

o VISA 0 MasterCard

Card #:. ,---- _

Expiration Date: _

Signatu~e: ~-------

Membership expiration date: _

Return form to:

American Atheists, P. O. Box 140195, Austin, TX 78714-0195
Telephone: (512) 458-1244 FAX: (512) 467-9525
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