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CITY SEAL CASES: TWO WINS, ONE LOSS

Coming on the heels of the surprising and
appropriate decision by the U.S. Supreme Court in Lee v.
Weisman (90-1014), were decisions in three other U.S. Su-
preme Court cases brought by our friends at American
Atheists. Ineach, American Atheists had challenged the use
of the Christian cross and religious slogans on the official
city seals of thecities of Zion and Rolling Meadows, Illinois,
and in the city of Austin, Texas, national headquarters of
American Atheists. The Supreme Court upheld its two
cases in Illinois, but denied its case in Texas.

The Supreme Court decision issued on June
29, 1992, upheld the March 1991 decision of the Seventh
Circuit Court of Appeals in Chicago, at which time, stated:

“In both cases (Zion and Rolling Meadows, IL),
we find that sectarian religious imagery simply has no place on
municipal seals. . .. both the seal of Rolling Meadows and the
seal, emblem, and logo of Zion represent unconstitutional en-
dorsements of a particular religious faith. Thus, both cities are
permanently enjoined from continued use of their seals (and in
Zion's case, its emblem and logo as well) in the present unconsti-
tutional forms.”

However, in the case of Austin, Texas, where
the city uses a Roman Catholic cross and angel wings in its
official city seal, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld a Novem-
ber 1991, Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals decision that states
the following:

“The insignia passes constitutional muster be-
cause its principal (or primary) effect is not ome that either
advances or inhibits religion.”

Generally when several federal circuitcourts
of appeal are in conflict, the Supreme Court accepts the
cases for review. In thisinstance, Madalyn O’Hair, Founder
of American Atheists, surmises that the Court wanted to
deliver a personal rebuff to American Atheists in the city
and state where that organization is headquartered. In
doing so, however, the Courthas simultaneously approved
the use of a Christian cross in one city’s seal and disap-
proved of the same Christian symbolism in two other cities’
seals, thus adding to confusion and to the implication of
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bigotry among the justices of the Supreme Court of the
United States.

Of the organization’s Illinois cases, Jon
Murray, President of American Atheists, pointed out that
taxpayer funds were unnecessarily used by politicians in
both cities in the litigation and the appeals process. “Prior
federallower courtdecisions had clearly demonstrated that
the government of the political entities across the nation
must be secular — free from religion.

“The capricious undertaking of these petty
politicians, as they sought religious votes to keep them-
selves in office, has resulted in costs of hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to the taxpayers in each city. Itis tragic that
the people of the nation can still be taken for a ride by
religious pettifoggers who masquerade as political figures.

- "The citizens of both cities should demand
that the mayors and city attorneys bear the financial burden
of their decisions to try to maintain religious graffiti on city
seals,” stated Mr. Murray.

American Atheists has also challenged the
cities of Palatine, Illinois, and Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, for
use of Christian crosses in their sealsand will now insist that
those cities also abandon their Christian imagery.
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COURT NARROWLY UPHOLDS FIRST AMEND-
MENT IN SCHOOL PRAYER DECISION

[twasanarrow victory —a 5-to-4 decision —
but a victory nonetheless! Atheists and state/church sepa-
ration proponents across the land enthusiastically greeted
the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Robert E. Lee, et al. v.
Daniel Weisman, et al. (90-1014), which outlawed graduation
prayers at public high schools. The “win” in this case is a
major defeat for the Bush administration which soughtinits
amicus curiae brief to establish the recognition of a “national
civic religion.”

By a 5-to-4 vote, the Court reaffirmed a long
standing tradition of enforced exclusion of religion from the
arena of U.S. public schools, despite the efforts of the Reagan
and Bush administrations which have both consistently
lobbied the Court to sanction the return of religious ceremo-
nies to the public schools.

It was anticipated that the Bush administra-
tion would be able to convince the Supreme Court to aban-
don its twenty-year-old criteria for state/church separation
cases established in the 1971 Lemon v. Kurtzman decison,
from which came the so-called “Lemon” test. The Lemon test
isa tripartite one which asks the questions: (1) Does a statute
or practice have a secular purpose? (2) Does it advance or
inhibitreligion? (3) Does it excessively entangle government
inreligion? George Bushand the U.S. Department of Justice,

in their brief, asked that the Lemon test be abandoned and J

replaced with the recognition of a national civic religion.

Besidesthethreeaforementioned state /church
separation cases involving Christian crosses in city seals,
American Atheists has eight other cases pending in a num-
ber of federal appellate courts throughout the land. These
courts have been deliberately sitting on decisions awaiting
the outcome of the important Leev. Weisman case. American
Atheist cases pending in California are two involving a
Christian cross on public land and an elaborate nativity
display in a San Diego city park. InIllinois, a law forcingan
elementary school child to say the Pledge of Allegiance to
“one nation under God” is also in the appellate process. In
Texas, the case of an Atheist being jailed for contempt of
courtforrefusing to take a jury oath “so help me God” isalso
pending before the Supreme Court. In Utah, three cases are
pending on prayers in city council, and on graduation
prayers in public schools. Each of these cases are those of
American Atheists. It is now thought that in light of the
Weisman decision, American Atheists stands amuch greater
chance of prevailing in its current cases, either on the appel-
late or high court level.

The Weisman decision is importantin that the
Courthasactually extended its banagainstclassroom prayer
to year-end graduation ceremonies — broadening rather
thannarrowing the scope of Constitutional protectionagainst
the intrusion of religion. Generations of young Americans
willapplaud this decision when they, as adults, look back on
their “school days,” just as generations have found that they
were better off for the Court’s 1963 decision banning Bible
reading and prayer recitation in Murray v. Curlett, the case
brought by Madalyn Murray on behalf of her son Bill who
was forced to participate in unison Bible readings and
recitations of the Lord’s Prayer as a part of organized activi-
ties in the public schools of Baltimore, Maryland.
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THE DECISION'S SIGNIFICANCE

Three years ago, Justice Anthony Kennedy
accused his colleagues of “an unjustified hostility toward
religion” in state /church cases. Today, the religious fascists
areaccusing JusticeKennedyof harboring thesamehostility.
Justice Kennedy, a Reagan appointee and a Roman Catholic,
wrote the majority opinion in Lee v. Weisman. His seeming
shift in this case has set the pro-prayer proponents reeling.
However, Kennedy’s opinion in the Weisman case actually
reflects his deep-seated respect for religion, not his hostility
toward it:

“The First Amendment’s religion clauses mean

that religious beliefs and religious expression are too precious to
be either proscribed or prescribed by the State.”

Yet he also noted the blatant intrusion of
religion into the affairs of the public arena:

“The government involvement with religious ac-
tivity in this case is pervasive, to the point of creating a state-
directed religious exercise in a public school. . .. It is beyond
dispute that, at @ minimum, the Constitution guarantees that
government may not coerce anyone to support or participate in
religion or its exercise, or otherwise act in a way which establishes
THE
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a (state) religion or religious faith, or tends to do so.”

Arguing against the Bush administration’s
reasoning inits amicus brief thatattendance atschool gradu-
ation ceremonies are not coercive and thusare purely volun-
tary and that prayers should be allowed, Justice Kennedy
opined:

“Their (the schooldistrict's and the United States’)
contention . . . 1is that the prayers arve an essential part of these
‘ceremonies because for many persons an occasion of this signifi-
cance lacks meaning if there is no recognition, however brief, that
human achievements cannot be understood apart from their
spiritualessence. ... While in some societies the wishes of the
majority might prevail, the establishment clause of the
First Amendment is addressed to this contingency and
rejects the balance urged upon us, The Constitution forbids
the State to exact religious conformity fromastudent as the
price of attending her own high school graduation (emphasis
added). ... The degree of school involvement here made it clear
that the graduation prayers bore the imp¥int of the State and thus
put school-age children who objected in an untenable position.”

: Inrecent years courts haverelied on either the
three-pronged test announced by the Supreme Court in its
1971 Lemon v. Kurtzman ruling, or the historical analysis laid
down in its 1983 Marsh v. Chambers decision when deciding
state/church issues.

In Lemon, the Court ruled that reimbursing
private church schools with public funds even for secular
educational services violated the Establishment Clause. Thus,
theCourtsaid thata policy is unconstitutional unless it meets
these three conditions: it has a secular legislative purpose; it
does not “advance” or “inhibit” religion; and it does not
foster an “excessive entanglement with religion.”

In Marsh, the Court ruled that startingalegis-
lative session with prayer does not violate the Establishment
Clause because such activity is part of the historical fabric of
oursociety. [tis the majority opinion of this case upon which
the nation’s pro-prayer forces rally and with which they
wish to replace the Lemon test.

In 1987, the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals
used Marsh to determine that nonsectarian prayer at gradu-
ation ceremonies is legal. It noted that parents were in
attendance at graduation ceremonies to act as a buffer from
religious coercion, and prayers were not led by teachers, but
by an invited member of the clergy.

In the Weisman case, a federal district court
relied on the Lemon test to outlaw graduation prayer, and the
First Circuit Court of Appeals agreed.

Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist and Jus-
tices Byron R. White, Antonin Scalia and Clarence Thomas
dissented. Kennedy was joined in the majority by Justices
Harry Blackmun, John Paul Stevens, Sandra Day O’Connor
and David Souter.

HOW LONG WILL THE WALL STAND?
For the last fifteen months, ever since the
Court agreed to hear the Weisman case, the Court has puton
hold every new appeal that raised any question of how to
interpret the First Amendment’s “Establishment Clause.”
The huge volume of such cases demonstrates
the degree to which state/church matters consume our
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nation, as the cases come from areas around the nation —
precisely from eight of the twelve federal appellate circuits.

When the Supreme Court has an issue under
consideration, it typically holds all news cases that might be
affected by the eventual decision. Once the decisionhasbeen
issued, the Court then has three choices: to send the other
cases back to the lower courts to reconsider their ruling in
light of the new decision; to deny review, which leaves the
lower court ruling standing as if no Supreme Court appeal
had ever been filed; or to grant review itself. In the city seals
challenges brought by American Atheists, the Court “let
stand” the decisions of the lower courts in all three.

While it takes five votes to win a case in the
Supreme Court, it takes only four votes to grant review.
Considering the vigorous dissent of the four Justices in the
Weisman case, it is likely that the Court will accept another
pending “establishment” case which they thinkmayalter the
course of future state /church separation cases.

The Weisman decision far from settled the
issue. Given thatat least one so-called “liberal” justice is well
into his 80’s, state/church separation barely hangs by a
thread.

AMERICA’S HOLY WAR TO CONTINUE

Although the Supreme Court did not com-
pletely strike down Roe v. Wade, the 1973 landmark decision
which gave American women the right to a safe and legal
abortion, it did seta new standard for evaluating restrictions
onabortion in the case of Planned Parenthood v. Casey, No. 91-
744,

By another vote of 5-to4, the Court reaf-
firmed that a woman has a constitutional right to obtain an
abortion before the fetus attains viability, at roughly six
months into the pregnancy. At the same time, however, the
Courtadopted a new standard for evaluating restrictions on
abortion. The new standard is called the “undue burden”
standard which, according to the Court, upholdsrestrictions
that do not amount to a “substantial obstacle” in the path of
a woman seeking an abortion. Applying that standard, the
three authors (Justices O’Connor, Souter and Kennedy) of
the opinion upheld Pennsylvania’s 24-hour waiting period
and informed-consent requirements, while striking down a
requirement that married women notify their husbands of
their abortions in advance.
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Justice Harry A. Blackmun wrote the major-
ity opinion in Roe v. Wade in 1973, and it was he who wrote
the following opinion which partially concurred and par-
tially dissented with the majority:

. “Make no mistake, the joint opinion of Justices
O’Connor, Kennedy and Souter is an act of personal courage and
constitutional principle. ... The Chief Justice’s criticism of Roe
follows from his stunted conception of individual liberty. . ..
While there is much to be praised about our democracy, our
country since its founding has recognized that there are certain
fundamental liberties that are not to be left to the whims of an
election. A woman's right to reproductive choice is one of those
fundamental liberties. Accordingly, that liberty need not seek
refuge at the ballot box. In one sense, the Court's approach is
worlds apart from that of the Chief Justice and Justice Scalia. And
yet, in another sense, the distance between the two approaches is
short — the distance is but a single vote. [ am 83 years old. [
cannot remain on this Court forever, and when I do step down, the
confirmation process for my successor well may focus on the issue
before us today. That, I regret, may be exactly where the choice
between the two worlds will be made.”

Although Roe has not been completely struck
down, its scope has been severely limited. Both sides of the
abortion issue, a religious issue over control of the reproduc-
tive processesof individual women, are disappointed by the
Court’s ruling. The religious forces, wanting to completely
manipulate the reproductive process, were disheartened
because the Court leftstanding Roe’s fundamental principles
declaringa woman’s legal right toa safeabortion, while pro-
choice forces see the Court’s decision in Casey a dangerous
precedent which has placed undue and burdensome ob-
stacles in the way to a safe and legal abortion.

The Court’s most carefully watched decision
of the year has left two bitterly embattled sides at greater
odds than before, fueling the religious nuts to act with
greater abandon in their efforts to thwart reproductive free-
dom. The battle over a woman's efforts to control the
functions of her own body is clearly a religious one whose
battle will only intensify in light of the current decision.

Randall Terry, founder of thereligious terror-
istgroup Operation Rescue, stated angrily that “threeReagan-
Bush appointees stabbed the pro-life (sic) movement in the
back,” and vowed an increase in anti-abortion terrorism at
reproductive health clinics around the nation.

Practically everyone agreed, however, that
the pressure upon President Bush will intensify to makeany
future Supreme Court appointees anti-abortion. Kate
Michelman, president of the National Abortion Rights Ac-
tion League, put it very well when she stated: “George
Bush’s Court has left Roe v. Wade an empty shell that is one
Justice Thomas away from being destroyed.” Additionally,
the Bush Court is only one Justice away from completely
destroying the Establishment Clause and the wall of separa-
tion between state and church which also narrowly escaped
destruction this year (The New York Times, 6/30/92;7 /5 /92).

HOUSTON NEXT “HOT-SPOT”
IN THE ABORTION FRACAS
As the host city to the 1992 Republican Na-
tional Convention, Houston, Texas, will be the nation’s next
“hot-spot” where pro-choice and pro-control forces will
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square off in one very, and literally, hot battle. Besides gay
rights issues, the abortion issue will be the one garnering
number one attention before, during, and after the Republi-
can National Convention being held in Houston August 17
-20,1992. From sources close to AGLA, it has been learned
that Operation Rescue intends to import close to 4,000 clinic
blockers into the city for a siege upon Houston’s scores of
reproductive health clinics during this period. Pro-choice
forces from across the nation and locally are mobilizing their
forces in their attempt to safeguard women from assault by
the pro-control forces.

Atheist concerns will not go unnoticed dur-
ing this period either. It was in 1987, when then-Vice-
President George Bush was running for the presidency, that
he stated at a news conference at Chicago’s O’Hare Interna-
tional Airport that he could not consider Atheists to be
citizens or patriots because this is “one nation under God.”
Since that time, American Atheist members and officers
havebeenseeking an apology from the President, tonoavail.
Actually, key members of in Bush White House have ac-
knowledged our letters with terse and caustic responses.

The "Atheists Are Citizens Too!" rally is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for Atheists to be recognized
as the citizens and patriots that George Bush claims we are
not. It is also a fine opportunity for you activist-hungry
Atheists to come to Houston and get involved not only in
matters directly related to your civil rights, but also to
participate in the many other scheduled and non-scheduled
events that will occur in Houston during the Republican
National Convention.

Many nationalgroupssuchas ACTUP, Queer
Nation, and N.O.W.,, have planned marches, pickets, dem-
onstrations and actions. Peace movements, pro-environ-
mental groups, and other progressive groups will all be
conducting actions during this period. Come to Houston
during the weekend of August15and 16, and stayafew days
toinvolve yourself in the many actions which will be occur-
ring. A huge march for unity will be held later on Sunday
afternoon, August 16 — after the official Atheist action of
earlier that day — to call, in a unified voice, for: (1)
Reproductive Freedom /Choice; (2) Equality of Civil Rights
for All; (3) Economic Justice /Good Jobs; (4) Right to Health
Care; (5) an End to Violence; and (6) Respect for the Environ-
ment. A number of nationally-known speakers have been
invited toaddress thecrowd. Among thoseinvited speakers
are Hollywood actress Susan Sarandon, N.O.W. President
Patricia Ireland, and Atheist leader Madalyn O'Hair. Don’t
be left outof thisand all the other importantevents that will
be going on in Houston, beginning with the “Atheists Are
Citizens Too!” rally. A rally information sheet is enclosed
within this mailing. Your prompt response will ensure you
a place at one of the most exciting Atheist events in history.
Please let Austin know we can count on your presence!

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM RESTORATION ACT

In1990, thereligious community of the United
States was stunned by the Supreme Court’s decision in
Employment Division v. Smith, in which the Court held that
any "neutral law"” could prohibit religious practices even
absent a compelling government interest. You may remem-
ber that the case dealt specifically with the use of the drug
peyote in certain religious acts engaged in by Native Ameri-
can people. The government said its interest to control the
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useof illegal drugs must take precedent over any ceremonial
religious use for which the Native Americans may claim as
a part of their religious activities. :

The churches of the land — all of them — of
which 99.9 percent are vehemently opposed to any form of
drug use — from cigarettes, to alcohol, to marijuana, co-
caine, and even peyote — immediately cried foul, saying this
decision would interfere with their right to “freedom of
religion.” How ironic that some of the very institutions
which slaughtered the “heathen” Native Americans by the
thousands would now come to their aid when a Court
decision threatened to infringe upon their own future right
to violate secular laws under the guise of “freedom of
religion.”

Actually, whatthe Courtdecided madesense,
sinceitclearly senta message that no church, religious body
or group may violate any laws of the land (whether those
laws deal with drug use, child abuse, financial scams, etc,,
etc.) under theguise or excuse thatthe lawsinfringe upon the
free and unemcumbered practice of religion. The ruling
simply made it clear that churches and religious bodies are
notabove obeying the laws of society. Surely the moralistic
churches mustagree with that! Tothe contrary! Had thecase
before the Supreme Court dealt with the use of peyoteinany
other ritual or activity besides a religious one, for purely
recreational purposes, for example, the churches of the land
would have clamored for the perpetrators to be prosecuted
to the fullest extent of the law. Ah, but the hypocrisy of
religion shines through! They are all alike: The Roman
Catholics are no different than the full-gospel fundamental-
ists; the Gay churches are no different than the mainstream
ones which argue to keep the Gays out. What some do
overtly, the rest do covertly. What they all have in common
is theirunderlying desire to subvertasecularsocietyintoone
which is dominated by theology.

Since the Court ruling, religious groups have
notbeenable tobreak laws that were designed for the overall
proper functioning of a society. Autopsies, for example, are
required procedures in most cases of suicides, homicides
and unexplained deaths. Until recently, Orthodox Jews and
othersects objecting to the practice solely onreligious grounds
could be excused from autopsies, despite the requirements
of the law. The Orthodox Jews also fear that Smith could
force an end to separating men from women during syna-
gogue. Amish farmers, who remain stuck in the 19th Cen-
tury, using 19th Century machinery and 19th Century modes
of transportation in a 20th Century world, on 20th Century
highways, can now be required to post on their horse-drawn
carriages bright orange warning signs (slow-moving vehicle
signs), despite their religious view that public safety em-
blems are “worldly” and violate their religious creed. They
are also afraid that the 1990 decision will overturn the 1972
decision in which the Court allowed the Amish to remove
their children from school after completing the eighth grade,
although, generally, other Americans are required to attend
until age 16. Some churches have also been forbidden to
operate in areas zoned for commercial use, because of their
constant complaining that certain businesses — particularly
bars, restaurants, and adult theatres — interfere with their
“freedom of worship,” although such establishments are
usually notopen for business at the same time the handful of
church members congregate, usually for no more than fora
few minutes once a week. The question one must raise, then,
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is who is really interfering is whose business? What really
frightens the religious is the possibility that, one day, anti-
discrimination laws, particularly in the areas of employ-
ment, may be made applicable to them. Churches and
religious organizations are the single largest violators of
employment discrimination laws, especially in the area of
sexual orientation.

Crying foul and claiming that certain secular
laws inhibit certain religious practices, no matter that non-
compliance may foist dangers upon the general public, the
churches wasted no time in lobbying Congress to restore
their right to violate any laws which they deem may inhibit
their practice of religion, including the use of hallucinatory
drugs. The use of such substances in the living room of Joe
Citizen can get the user a lifetime stint in a state or federal
prison, with jurist Henry Churchgoer willing to pull the
switch on the electric chair. Yet, the use of the same drug for
“spiritual” purposes inside the confines of the holy church,
argued as being an integral part of “freedom of religion” by
the same Henry Churchgoer, will find the hangman partak-
ing during Sunday worship services. The hypocrisy is
shameful.

Congress is therefore considering passage of
the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (H.R. 2797), which
would negate the sensible Supreme Court rulingin the Smith
case. The Act was introduced last year in the House by
Representative Stephen Solarz (D-NY), and now has 178 co-
sponsors. It is expected that Senators Orrin Hatch (R-UT)
and Joseph Biden (D-DE) will introduce it into the Senate.

Since a sizable number of readers of The
AG&LA newsletter are financial supporters of the ACLU
(American Civil Liberties Union), you should be aware of
their support for the bill (Civil Liberties [ACLU], Spring
1992).

STATES MAY BE REQUIRED
TO DISCRIMINATE AGAINST GAYS

A recent report in the Village Voice should
have every Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual person in the United
States concerned over the future of their rights, especially
and immediately in the states of Oregon, Colorado, Ala-
bama, Maine, Florida, Massachusetts and California. If you
live in any of these states, it is likely you are aware of what
is going on. If, however, youare not a resident of one of the
seven states or have not picked up a national Gay or Lesbian
news magazine recently, you may be shocked by what you
areabouttoread. Generally and overall, mainstream media
have devoted little coverage to the subject.

We'll begin first by explaining the situation
currently underway in the state of Colorado. Thanks to a
non-Gay AGLA supporter living in Colorado, AGLA has
been armed with this crucial information. Three important
Coloradocitiescurrently have ordinances which protect Gay
and Lesbian people from discrimination based on sexual
orientation in the areas of jobs and housing. The resort city
of Aspen was the first to adopt such an anti-discrimination
ordinance back in November of 1977. Ten years later in
November 1987, the voters of Boulder approved such an
ordinance,and on October 15,1990, the Denver City Council
adopted an anti-discrimination ordinance which prohibited
discrimination based upon sexual orientation. This ordi-
nance was upheld by the voters of that city on May 21, 1991.
EvenColorado’s Governor, Roy Romer, signed an Executive
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Order on December 10, 1990, protecting state executive
branch employees from discrimination based on sexual
orientation.

Along comes a group calling itself Colorado
For Family Values (CFV) which — guess what? — opposes
the fundamental freedoms of liberty which have been ac-
corded to Gay and Lesbian citizens of their state. According
toa pamphlet provided by The Equal Protection Campaign
(EPOC), a human rights organization set up to oppose the
onslaught from the Religious Right, CFV has its roots extend-
ing back to Orange County, California, and is an umbrella
organizationof the Tradition Values Coalition (TVC) headed
by none other than the arch-homophobe, Rev. Lou Sheldon.
Lou Sheldon’s ties stretch even further, all the way to the
state of Virginia and Pat Robertson’s Christian Coalition. It
is believed that Robertson’s Christian Coalition is helping to
keep these antigay initiativesin motion. In Colorado, promi-
nent local figures like former Senator Bill Armstrong and
[former AGLA Butthole of the Month] University of Colo-
rado football coach William [Bill] McCartney have lent their
names in support of CFV.

What the CFV is actually attempting is noth-
ing short of incredible, not to mention down-right loath-
some. CFV (might this acronym really stand for Colorado
for Fascist Values?) is seeking to write antigay bias into the
law! Unfortunately, Colorado is only one state in which this
experiment is taking place. There are five others. Only one
success will encourage the Family (Fascist) Values crowd to
continue the onslaught. On the ballot for a November 1992
vote is a proposal to amend Article 2 of the Colorado
Constitution to read in this manner:

NO PROTECTED STATUS BASED ON HOMOSEXUAL,
LESBIAN OR BISEXUAL ORIENTATION. Neither the
State of Colorado, through any of its branches or departments, nor
any of its agencies, political sub-divisions, municipalities, or
school districts, shall enact, adopt, or enforce any statute, regula-
tion, ordinance, or policy whereby homosexual, lesbian, or bi-
sexual orientation, conduct, practices, or relationships shall con-
stitute or otherwise be the basis of, or entitle any person or class
of persons to have or claim any minority status, quota preferences,
protected status or claim of discrimination. This section of the
Constitution shall be in all respects self-executing.

Seizing on the 1986 Hardwick decision which
upheld Georgia’s sodomy law and affirmed the “rational
basis” of discrimination against Gays and sexual minorities,
well-financed and powerful Christian forces from coast-to-
coast are challenging local, regional and state anti-discrimi-
nation laws which have offered Gays and Lesbians some
degree of protection from discrimination, particularly in the
areas of jobs and housing, and are instigating ballot initia-
tives which will literally write antigay biasinto the law. Just
a few weeks ago, the town of Springfield, Oregon, passed
such a measure. Statewide, the Oregon measure is consid-
ered likely to pass. This measure stipulates that government
agencies, including public schools and colleges, “shall assist
in setting a standard” that recognizes homosexuality as
“abnormal, wrong, unnatural, and perverse.”

According to the Village Voice, if the Oregon
law passes no public funding or property may be used to
“promote, encourage, or facilitate homosexuality.” Use of
publiclibrary meeting rooms, etc., would be off-limits forall
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Gayand Lesbian groups. Thegovernment would be prohib-
ited from fundingany group thatgives services to Gays, such
as AIDS organizations which assist persons of a homosexual
orientation. Companies owned by Gaysand Lesbians could
be barred from receiving state contracts. Even materials
which contain positive information about homosexuality
would have tobe removed from publiclibraries, schoolsand
universities. Public parks could be declared off-limits to
everything from Gay Pride rallies tosoftball games,and bars
and restaurants catering to Gays could lose their licenses.
One very clever tactic the Oregon Citizens Alliance (OCA) is
using inits literature is the assertion that Gays and Lesbians
are secretly organizing to deprive people of color their civil
rights and government benefits. This malicious lie is being
used in hopes of garnering votes from uninformed members
of the black and brown communities.

In Alabama, several antigay measures are
pendingin thestate legislature. Among the proposals found
in the measures are the exclusion of anyone teaching HIV-
prevention methods other than abstinence and the removal
from school libraries books which present homosexuality in
any light other than an abnormality. A measure allowing
public colleges and universities torefuse funding to Gayand
Lesbian student groups has already passed.

If your area is under assault from the Chris-
tian fundamentalist forces, please send any and all informa-
tional material on the subject to AGLA. Through Dial-A-
Gay-Atheist and this newsletter, we can work to keep the
public informed (The Village Voice, 6/2/92).

NEWS FLASH!
ANOTHER CITY CONDEMNS GAY RIGHTS

AGLA news has just been informed that the
Gainsville (Florida) City Commission passed a resolutionin
early June condemning Gay rights. The resolution was
proposed by Commissioner Courtland Collier by a vote of 3
to2. Iturges the Alachua County Commissionnot toinclude
a Gay rights amendment in the county’s anti-discrimination
ordinance. It suggests that legal protection of Gays and
Lesbians would open the door to protection of “other sexual
interests such as pedophilia, bestiality and necrophilia.”

Colliersaid he proposed the resolutionmainly
to prevent the establishment of a special protection for
homosexuals, saying sarcastically, “We all have equal pro-
tection now (The Daily News [Northwest Floridal, 6/3/92).”

How many Gays or Lesbians do you know
who are involved in either pedophilia, bestiality or
necrophilia? The majority of those involved in these activi-
ties are likely heterosexual, yet no one has made the sugges-
tion to deny Fourteenth Amendment rights to heterosexuals
because a small percentage may engage in “deviate” sexual
practices. Gays and Lesbians are simply the modern-day
scape-goats for bigots.

IT CAN'T HAPPEN HERE?

IS CANADA CLOSE ENOUGH?

According to long-secret documents recently
obtained by the Canadian Press news agency, police in
Ottawa tried during the 1960s to identify every Gay man in
the province and to prove their findings with a box they
called the “fruit machine.” Men were shown the box,
containinghomoerotic photographs, and measurements were
taken of the man'’s pupil size, palm sweat and blood flow in
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order to tell whether he was aroused at the sight of the
photographs. Files were opened on 8,200 men, and 395 were
eventually removed from government jobs (The [St. Louis]
Riverfront Times, 7/1/92).

HOW ABOUT NICARAGUA TO THE SOUTH?

As we discuss the encroaching dangers of the
possible loss of our basic civil rights in the United States, our
Nicaraguan brothers and sisters are also likely to face a
religiously-ordained crackdown. On June 11, Nicaragua’s
National Assembly gave teeth to Article205 of the penal code
which already makes engaging in homosexual acts punish-
able by jail time from one to three years. The revision has
beenexpanded to cover inducing, promoting and propagan-
dizing homosexuality in a “scandalous” manner.

Many government officials who spoke pri-
vately about the law said it was impossible to interpret a
word as vague as “scandalous.” Further, the critics say the
reference to not “propagandizing in a scandalous way”
could inhibit journalists and commentators from writing or
speaking on the subject. Doesn’t this sound very similar to
thenew directivesbeing proposed in the various states of our
country? Coincidence may not be playing a part here, as the
crackdown on homosexuality in both the United States and
Nicaragua share a common denominator — big, organized
religion.

Gay rights groups have petitioned President
Violeta Barrios de Chamorro to veto the law, but reports
claim itis very doubtful that she will do that. Her reason?
She is too devout a follower of her religion to offend the
church. =
Cardinal Obando y Bravo, reported to be a
trusted confidant of Mrs. Chamorro’s, said in a recent Sun-
day homily that “any sensible and responsible Christian
ought to be in agreement” with the tougher law. Thus, the
church has already dictated the Nicaraguan President’s
position to the detriment of thousands of the country’s
citizens.

Obando y Bravo has long been a political
meddler. He was a major opponent of the Sandinista
Government whose intellectuals and journalists have at-
tacked the law as being repressive. It was our own Govern-
ment, under the directives of Reagan/Bush, through their
puppet Oliver North, who in turn used Cardinal Obando y
Bravo, which funnelled money and arms to the Nicaraguan
Contras in their effort to overthrow the Sandinista Front.
Mrs. Chamorro should be impeached immediately since her
allegiance is not to the people she is constitutionally bound
to represent, but rather to the anti-human and oppressive
Roman Catholic Church (The New York Times, 7/10,/92).

SYMPTOMS OF RELIGIOUS ADDICTION
(from “When God Becomes a Drug — Breaking the Chains
of Religious Addiction and Abuse”)

*Inability to think, doubt or question information or author-
ity.

*Uncompromising judgmental attitudes.

*Unrealistic financial contributions.

*Believing that sex is dirty; that our bodies and physical
pleasures are evil.

*Conflict with science, medicine and education.
*Progressive detachments from the real world, isolation,
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break down of relationships.

*Manipulating Scripture or texts, feeling chosen, claiming to
receive special messages from God.

*Psychosomatic illnesses: sleeplessness, back pains, head-
aches, hypertension.

*Trancelike state or religious high; wearing a glazed happy
face.

*Cries for help; mental, emotional, physical breakdown;
hospitalization.

(Reprinted from EIDOS Magazine, Volume 6, No. 3)

ead EIDOS, a sexual freedom and erotic arts/entertain:
ent periodical dealing with contemporary alternativ

ifestyles and the sexual realities of our society. EIDOS
xual Freedom & Erotic Entertainment for Women, Men

Write t

ouples of all Sexual Lifestyles & Orientations.

IDOS MAGAZINE, P.O. Box 96, Boston, MA 02137, Hea

e EIDOS Commentary Line at (617) 364-0096. EIDOS
“Everyone Is Doing Outrageous Sex”

LESBIAN APPLIES TO SERVE
AS MILITARY CHAPLAIN

Adding to the heated debate over the
Pentagon’s policy of claiming that homosexuality and mili-
tary service are incompatible is an application filed with the
Department of Defense to allow anavowed Lesbian to serve
as a military chaplain.

Carolyn Pruitt, 45-years-old, a minister with
the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community
Churches, sued the Armyafter her 1986 dismissal for “moral
dereliction.” Ms. Pruitt had served six years active service
and nine years in the reserves when she was dismissed.

At a news conference held in Dallas, Texas,
Troy Perry, founder of the Metropolitan Community Church,
claimed that Gay and Lesbian soldiers need “special reli-
gious guidance.” Mr. Perry further claimed that as a chap-
lain, Ms. Pruitt could minister to everyone. Ms. Pruitt
explained, “Ministry is not sexually-oriented. The
application is consistent with the desire of my heart to be a
chaplain and in the ministry (The New Voice, 7/10/92).”

It is our contention that no chaplains should
be hired by the military. Chaplains are never content to
minister tothose who voluntarily seek out their services. The
chaplaincy is used by the military, an agency of the US.
Government, to garner mental control over persons whoare
essentially held captive and to indoctrinate every soldier,
regardless of his/her religious background or lack thereof,
into Christian conformity. Members of the chaplaincy are
always present at all military ceremonies to offer public
prayers to god. It is time the U. S. Government and its
military unitsrespecttherights of Atheists who serve therein.
Of course, we won't get into trying to analyze why any Gay,
Lesbian, or Atheist would want to servein themilitary in the
first place. However, the latest incident only proves what
was written previously in this issue, “the Gay churches are
no different than the mainstream ones which argue to keep
the Gays out.”
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BUTTHOLES OF THE MONTH:
THE RESIDENTS OF LASKI, POLAND

Prejudice, fearand superstitionare three pow-
erful forces whichhave held back human understandingand
advancement for centuries. The greatest manipulator of
these three powerful forces has always been religion. For
hundreds of years, religious forces caused the human mind
and condition to stagnate and drown in the refuse of the
. superstition it perpetuated. This period whenreligion ruled
the world was known as the Dark Ages. Even today, here
and there, are remnants of those times. And everywhere one
finds fear, misinformation, prejudice and superstition, lurk-
ingin the shadows (and occasionally in the forefront) will be
religion. Such a place is Laski, Poland.

Plans to open two homes here for children
infected with AIDS has stirred a storm of controversy,
nightly protests and vows of defiance. Whena government
helicopter dropped leaflets challenging the local belief that
AIDS can be contracted from mosquito bites, sewage sys-
tems and the water supply, villagers reacted by smashing
windows in the two houses, which werebeing renovated for
eight small children with AIDS. They set fires, spread
garbageand engaged in a traditional Christian activity: they
burned the leaflets. Later in the week, a fire of suspicious
origin destroyed one of the two houses. Local residents
claim lightning as the cause, although most villagers and
officials believe otherwise.

Reports claim that theriots were incited when
the government dropped the informational leaflets from the
helicopter, inciting a deep-rooted suspicion of all authori-
ties,inculcated by 45 years of Communistrule. Although the
Communist system was managed poorly and tyrannicallyat
times, itremains, and likely will for some time, a convenient
scapegoat for every ill plaguing every country, area, and
town it once dominated.

Figures claim that upwards to 95 percent of
the 39 million people of Poland are Roman Catholic. While
officials were quick to blame the riots on the remnants of
Communism, a system which was overthrown (with the
help of the Vatican/CIA alliance) in that country several
years before many of the other Eastern European countries
slipped from under Communist rule, reports have been
careful not to lay blame where blame belongs. Tip-toeing
through the dungis notourstyleat AGLA! Excrement is still
shit despite all camouflaging efforts. Instead of blaming
years of repressive Communism for the barbaric way in
which the people of Laski, Poland, reacted to the opening of
the two homes for children with AIDS, let's scoop the dirt off
the pile to find underneath the cover — guess what? — the
Roman Catholic Churchand some of its prominent hangers-
on.

TheSolidaritymovement,a pawnof the CIA /
Vatican connection, lauds itself as an advocate of tolerance
and brotherhood. Lech Walesa, a political stooge of the
Roman Catholic Church, won a Nobel Peace Prize for his
efforts to topple the Polish Communist regime. One would
have expected Mr. Walesa, Mr. Brotherhood and Under-
standing, to have intervened in this great brouhaha, calmed
the hysterical masses, and come to the aid of children who
aredying witha horribly debilitatingand, thus far, incurable
disease. Instead, Walesa appeared on the side with the
mindless, stupefied, religious protestors. Showing abso-
lutely nocompassion for the childrennorany understanding
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of a disease, Walesa appeared on a recent television inter-
view and said of the two homes, “It shouldn’t be done this
way. Society is as itis, and as long as it is such, let us fry to
do this somewhere else.”

And whatabout the highly influential Roman
CatholicChurch? Hasittried touseits exceptional influence
to quell the fears of the rioting masses of Laski? Ha! The
bishops of the Roman Catholic Church have remainedsilent,
leaving the commentary to local priests who havestated that
AIDS is a consequence of sin. Yea, you know sin! Church
doctrineteaches thatsinisa consequence of birth. According
to church doctrine, even if you're only one minute old,
there’s no getting around sin. Religion is there to grab you
from uterus to casket — if you let it.

The two homes were built in Laski with
$250,000 in funds which came from a foundation that, under
the provisions of an American-Polish agreement, takes the
proceeds from the sales of food aid donated to Poland by the
American Governmentand distributes the money tocharity.
You should have known that American money played arole
here somewhere. These particular homes were being oper-
ated under the auspices of Marek Kotanski, head of the drug
treatment group Monar. Monar operates a network of drug
treatment centers in which drug addicts live in remote areas
for up to two years and follow a regimen of chores and
physicallaborbefore theyaredeclared “rehabilitated.” Some
of the HIV-infected people in the program had children, and
Mr.Kotanski decided to find a house where they could all be
cared for together. Afterbeing chased from twoother Polish
towns, Mr. Kotanski settled on the town of Laski, a few miles
northwest of Warsaw.

While the church has remained all but silent
on the issue and the ensuing riots in Laski, it is operating a
similar home in the town of Piastwo for adults infected with
AIDS. When local residents protested there, the local police
immediately arrested the leaders and courts imposed heavy
fines. Nothing of the sort happened in Laski. And thehome
being run by the church? It, too, was paid for with funds
from the American-Polish]Joint Commission onHumanitar-
ian Assistance. Unlike the secular homes in Laski which
have been under siege since their erection, the home being
runby the church is peaceful and quiet, thanks to police and
government intervention.

The true Buttholes here, of course, are every
major figure in the Roman Catholic Church from the Pope,
who himself is Polish, to the lowly parish priest. Lech
Walesa, whohas enormous influence over the Polish people,
should have his Nobel Peace Prize rescinded for his role in
inciting the stupefied masses to riot, and instead be given a
Putrefied Puckered Anus Award for his lack of compassion
for children with AIDS and for being a whoreof themedieval
Roman Catholic Church. Let us not exclude the United
States government’s role here for it plays a key position.
Through its American-Polish Joint Commission on Hu-
manitarian Assistance, it freely allows the medieval monster
— the Roman Catholic Church — to take charge of programs
which are used to further indoctrinate sick, dying and help-
less people. Further, the church’s lack of intercession in
Laski shows that only when it stands to gain financial
remuneration (usually through tax dollars) does it demon-
strate the least degree of concern for persons who have
contracted a microbial agent, a virus, which it labels a
“consequence of sin.”
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Labeling an entire town as Butthole of the
Month may seem a bit extreme to some, but considering the
religious makeup of its residents and their reaction to chil-
dren with an incurable disease, the town of Laski should be
noted on the map not as a dot, but as a large, craterous
sinkhole where the run-off of religious sludge has been
allowed to collect and toxify its residents’ minds for far too
long.

CHRISTIANITY TODAY ARTICLE
REVEALS MUCH ABOUT THE RELIGION

An article entitled “Born Gay? How Politics
Have Skewed the Debate Over the Biological Causes of
Homosexuality” by Joe Dallas (Christianity Today, 6/22/92),
president of Exodus International, a network of “ex-Gay”
ministries, reveals a lot about the so-called “ex-Gay’s” mas-
ochistic nature and that of the religion s/he embraces.

In his article, Mr. Dallas reveals that a 1991
survey of American churchgoers (we presume the partici-
pants are all of one or several Christian denominations)
found that 75 percent disapprove of homosexuality, and 81
percent of those who frequently attend church believe ho-
mosexual acts are always immoral.

Mr. Dallas, an “ex-Gay,” attempts to demon-
strate that despite more and more scientific evidence is
pointing to the likelihood that homosexuality is genetic in
nature, it means nothing in relation to what the Bible says.
“Evenif it can be proven that genetic or biological influences
predispose people toward homosexuality,” writes Joe Dal-
las, “that will never prove homosexuality is in and of itself
normal.”

Dallasalsoclearlydemonstrates Christianity’s
inherent foundational requirement for self-hatred, a prereq-
uisite for being a true follower: “Humanity is fallen, incom-
plete, and beset with physical, psychological, and spiritual
problems,” Dallas asserts. Dallas even tells us why humans
came to be the lowly slugs thathe says we are: “Adam and
Eve’s disobedience in the Garden of Eden brought conse-
quences onto every aspect of our being (Gen. 3:16-19), our
geneticand biological structuresincluded. Physically weare
not what we were meant to be; death and corruption entered
the world as a result of sin, not divine intent.” Perhaps Mr.
Dallas’s words would have rung with more truth had he
written, “Physically [am not what ] was meant to be because
of the denial of my sexual orientation.” Ah, but Christianity
is the eyepatch which blinds Mr. Dallas and his “ex-Gay”
followers into believing that (1) they are inherently rotten
because of humanity’s “sinful” nature and (2) their homo-
sexual orientationis a “sin” whichcan be changed or simply
ignored ifthey immerse themselves deeperintoChristianity’s
masochistic tenets.

And whatdoes the "formerly" Gay Joe Dallas
tell his readers about dealing with the mounting scientific
evidence of homosexuality’s genetic disposition? “Let re-
search conclude what it may about the causes; genetic ori-
gins do not justify sinful behavior. ... Nowhere does
Scripture suggest that if one is born with homosexual incli-
nations, this negates the prohibitions. ... God’s standards
are absolute and not subject to our latest discoveries.” In
other words, Mr. Dallas is simply saying, “to hell with
science!” This has been the same tired argument that Chris-
tianity has used throughout the ages to discourageall forms
of inquiry. Justasit was in the year 1200, so Christianity has
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remained unchanged to this today. Were it not for brave,
inquiring men and women who have refused to be shackled
by religion, we'd still be picking fleas from each others’
bodies for fear of bathing (seeing ourselves naked may cause
prurient thoughts) and flagellating ourselves in the streets
because of our “sinful” nature. And I am told that I should
respect those who choose to be religious? Please!

AGLA IN PRIDE WEEK ACTIVITIES
IN FOUR U.S. CITIES

The month of June was a busy one for AGLA
members around the country. AGLA wasrepresented atthe
Lesbian/Gay Pride Week festivities in the cities of Phoenix
and Tucson, Arizona; Houston, Texas; and San Francisco,
California.

In Houston, members Frank Parsleyand Arch
Andrus staffed an information from table from 3:00 P.M. to
8:00 P.M. at Houston’s Lesbian/Gay Pride Celebration.
They are to be commended for their tenacity to brave
Houston’s oppressive summer heat so that Atheism could
once again be represented among the many other groups
and organizations present at this year’s festival. AGLA
buttons and American Atheist stickers were the hot sellers
this year. Many free newsletters and introductory pam-
phlets were also handed out at the festival.

In Phoenix and Tucson, Doug McNeil, Kevin
Troy, Terry Tryon, John Kirkpatrick, Chuck Smith and Craig
Lipke saw to it that AGLA was represented at Pride Week
functions in these two cities. Thanks to the fine efforts of
AGLA's Arizona contingent, several new membershipshave
arrived at the national office. AGLA Arizona will also have
a contingent in the summer’s upcoming “Atheists Are Citi-

AGA, Inc.\ AGLA National Office
P.O.Box 66711
Houston, TX 77266-6711

(713) 862-3283

AGA, Inc.\ AGLA Arizona
3003 North Central Avenue
Suite 121-211

Phoenix, AZ 85012-2903
(602) 264-7432

zens Too!”rally to be held in Houston on August 16, 1992.
Remember to make your reservations for this exciting event!

Thanks go to Dave Kong, Ray Romano, Pat
Bajwa and other San Francisco area supporters for making
AGLA's firstappearance in the San Francisco Lesbian/Gay
Freedom Day Parade and Celebration a success. Leading off
AGLA'’s contingent was a large blue banner with white
letters. Following was the “One Nation Under God”
display, pushed down Market Street by AGLA member and
activist Dave Kong, who was dressed inan official Boy Scout
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uniform, The uniform was intended to bring attention to
that organization’s blatant discrimination against Gays and
Atheists.

The “One Nation Under God” display con-
sisted of two male blow-up dolls engaged in anal sodomy.
The “bottom” doll wasdressed inanexquisitely-made (Thank
you, Pat Bajwa!) Uncle Sam costume, complete with top hat
and beard. Naturally, “God,” with full white beard and long
white hair, was the “top” doll. With a long, flowing, white
robe covering his posterior, “God’s” erect penis was clearly
visible and inserted into Uncle Sam’s anus. With nylon
fishing lines strategically placed onto “God’s” body, “God's"
head was able to be moved up and down, giving the sex doll
an added feature of unbridled and uncontrolled lust. Sepa-
ratelinesalso gave the power to manipulate his pelvic thrust.
Whenever “God” went into a pelvic frenzy, the crowd
roared. Thedisplayclearlydemonstrated,ingraphic terms,
the true meaning of the term, “One Nature Under God,” and
how our secular governmentis being forcibly sodomized by
the unholy relationship it maintains with religion.

From early in the morning tonearly 6:30P.M.,,
Ray Romano sat with the ACLA information table at the
Civic Center. After the march, he was joined by several
AGLA members and hopeful members. Hundreds of thou-
sands of spectators viewed AGLA’s parade entry, and thou-
sands more stopped by our information table, chatted, made
purchases, and/or picked up free informational materials.
In all, it was a successful year at Pride Week festivities
around the nation. A special thanks go to those who helped,
in all capacities, in all cities, to make this year’s functions a
success.

~ AmEerican
—. Gay & LesBIaN
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THE OPEN FORUM
Dear AGLA Friends:

I'm glad to see that thereis anorganization for
Atheist Gays, and it's close to where I often visit. | have been
an Atheist for about 5 years. I wasraised in the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints [Mormons], and
wasordained a priestabout9 to 10yearsago. I leftthechurch
and my priesthood about 7 years ago when I realized that
JosephSmith, Jr., the founder, wasacharlatan. I searched for
an appropriate religious expression by remaining a
nondenominational Christian. Two years or so later, |
attended my first semester at Louisiana State University ina
doctoral program. After that first semester I decided to
become a nonbeliever in supernaturalism. All along I had
been reading a variety of literature on religion, including
skeptical and Atheist materials. Abouta yearlater I came out
of the closet.

Since making these important decisions in
my life [ have never felt more content, less confused, and
more in control of my life. Ideological oppression and
suppression come in a variety of forms, but the two major
ones are religion and the social control of sexuality. . ..

Thank you very much for hearing me outand
sending me your materials. Sincel get to Houston occasion-
ally when visiting friends, perhaps we can get together
sometime over lunch and talk shop.

’ K.F,, Baton Rouge, LA
* ¥ %

(Editor’s Note: As a rule, The AG&LA does not reprint
letters-to-the-editors which have been sent to other publica-
tions, or which have appeared in other publications. The
following is onesuch letter which was sent to The AG&LA for
reprint in this publication since the St. Louis Post-Dispatch
did not have the fortitude to print it.)

Dear Editors:

Inthe July 3, 1992, edition of the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch newspaper (of which I am a daily subscriber), T.V.
columnist Eric Mink defended Channel 9 on its last minute
rescheduling of Masterpiece Theatre’s “The Lost Language
of Cranes” from 8:00 P.M. (prime time) to 11:30 P.M. (very
late night). According to Eric Mink, “The schedule shift
meant that parents would have less reason to worry about
their kids stumbling across the show by chance, whichmight
have required a lengthy and complicated explanation for
why those two men on the screen were kissing each other.”

My goodness! Imagine the horror parents
might face in trying to explain to their children that it is
actually possiblein this violenthate-filled world for twomen
to love one another and to show affection and kindness and
gentlenessand sensitivity toward one another. Imagine that!
Isn’t it comforting to know that Channel 9 is protecting our
children from considering such a terrible possibility.

Yes, it is so much better to continue to fill the
prime time viewing hours withnearly continuous portrayals
of violence, murder, mayhem, torture and endless examples
of man’s inhumanity toward man. I'm sure that parents find
it much easier to discuss with their children the latest prime
time Rambo or Schwarzenegger spectacular of senseless
slaughter. Perhaps the parents discuss with their children
how many different ways Arnold has found to sadistically
and brutally murder other human beings or the relative
merits of various calibers of firearms.

Yes, thank you, Channel 9. Perhaps you
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should change your station motto: “NeveraKiss ... Only
a Fist! or “Never Affection ... Only Aggression!
V.].B.,, M.D.,, Chesterfield, MO
L
Dear AGLA:

Twoissues are being highlighted in our local
papers: Jerry Falwell’s financial difficulties with the Thomas
Road Baptist Church and Liberty Baptist College, and Pat
Robertson’s increasingly profitable and expanding media
empire.

Jerry Falwell’s “ministry” has long had finan-
cial difficulties owing to a much too eager over-expansion
just prior to the Jim and Tammy Bakker episode which
reduced his collections. But [ would like to draw your
attention to some interesting connections between Jerry
Falwell and Lincoln Savings, the bank of the famed Charles
Keating. It does not take too much imagination to then take
a leap to the “Keating Five” in the Senate to wonder if they
too are “Jerry’s Kids.” That Charles Keating was one of the
original founders of Morality in Media should not go unno-
ticed either. Seems criminals of all sorts get together some-
time.

But far more worrisome to the freedoms of all
Americans are the activities of Pat Robertson. His personal
worthisapproaching halfa billion dollarsand yethestill has
his “collect-a-thon” on his local and satellite TV stations
regularly. His religious programming can reach 54 million
households. The recent sale of Class B (non-voting) stock
should net him somewhere between $96 million and $150
million. Put together market penetration and that kind of
money in the hands of a religious zealot, and you've got a
really bad mixture for liberty and freedom. This is the kind
of “media machine” which has the potential to do much
damage by using very skilled propaganda techniques to
mold public opinion away from religious freedom and
toward religious (read right-wing fundie Christian) confor-
mity. ...

As always, | would wish Atheists to be more
politically active, more politically astute and to engage in
those activities and campaigns which have the reasonable
prospect of working a political change rather than simply
making a whining noise. To this end, the proposed Ameri-
can Atheists” protest march at the beginning of the Republi-
can National Convention is just such an activity. The large
presenceof well-dressed, well-behaved butdetermined Athe-
ists carrying signs that, when viewed on national television
(we hope!) willconvey the message that thereligious fascists
attempting to take over the politics of our country are the
enemy, not Atheists, as is projected by the fundies.

I would urge all who have theability to make
the trip to Houston toadd their numbers to themarch. While
doing so, | would encourage every Atheist to behave in a
manner which would reflect credit on the community, rather
than offer the possibility of criticism. Let the media see that
we are mature and responsible people who are doing our
very best to help defend everybody from the religious op-
pression which is being advanced by the Bush administra-
tion. We may notchange the outcome of the Convention, but
there is a good chance we may cause some policy-making
folks in the administration to think twice about caving in to
the right-wing religious fundie “party line.”

W.A,, Newport News, VA

% ¥ %
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU

A very special “Thank You” is extended to-
Sustaining Member Debony Heart of Silver Spring, Mary-
land, for her donation of a weekly ad in the classified section
of The Washington Blade under the heading, “Publications.”
The ad reads: “ATHEISTS The American Gay & Lesbian
Atheist — newsletter educating the Lesbian & Gay Commu-
nity since 1983. Write: AGLA, PO Box 66711, Houston, TX
77266-6711. " We welcome the placement of similar ads in
other Community publications around the country. If you
make such a placement, kindly notify the AGLA national

_ office by sending a tear sheet on which the ad appears.

ATTENTION SEATTLE AREA MEMBERS
The national office recently received a letter of
inquiry originating from Seattle. The inquirer stated he was
responding as a result of an article about AGLA in a recent
Seattle Gay News. If anyone has seen such an article, please
send a copy to the national office.

CONSOLIDATED SUMMER ISSUE

This edition of the The American Gay & Lesbian
Atheist is a unique one since itis serving as both the July and
August issues. Under normal circumstances, the organiza-
tion makes an utmost effort to publish and distribute its
newsletter ona regular monthly basis. Duetoa heavy work-
load of activities and events this summer, the editor of this
publication found it virtually impossible to keep up witha
grueling and hectic 1992 summer schedule.

Ithas beennoted inacouple of pastissues that
the newsletter's Managing Editor, Mark Franceschini, is a
person living with AIDS. Since his diagnosis with the
disease several years ago, Mr. Franceschini has received the
best possible medical attention availablein the United States.
Any one who knows anything about the disease realizes that
this isn’t saying much. However, despite the lackadaisical
attitude and pitiable funding by our Federal Government to
find a swift cure, medical science has been able to make vast
improvements in both the quality and nature of care that
persons with AIDS receive today, compared to that of only
a few years ago.

In the past few months, however, Mark’s
health has deteriorated to such a degree that he has been
forced to retire from his position as a radiopharmaceutical
chemist at the University of Texas Health Science Center at
Houston’s Cyclotron Facility. At this point in time, the
quality of medical care for Mr. Franceschini requires top
priority. As a result of the change in his condition, Mr.
Franceschini is unable to render any attention to any of his
previous duties at AGLA. It has become necessary for the
slack be taken up by the national director.

Juneisalways a very busy month for AGLA,
but this one was especially grueling. Besides attempting to
reach practically everyone (inactives, former members, etc.)
onthe AGLA mailing list witha newsletter, the organization
hosted Pride Week information tables and parade entries in
several cities around the country. Until this year, AGLA has
hada contingentinthe New York City Pride march. With the
relocation of Dominic Florio and his family from New York
City toFlorida, noonein the entire metropolitanarea of New
York came forward to carry on the AGLA tradition of
marching in the parade or hosting an information table at
this year’s event. Weare hoping this will not be the case next
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ear.
' It was decided early in the year that since our
representation in New York City looked bleak, instead the
organization should be represented at the largest Pride
Parade in the country: the Lesbian/Gay Freedom Day
Parade and Celebration in San Francisco. Sinceearly spring,
the organization had prepared itself for this majorevent. An
appearance at the San Francisco affair required the atten-
dance of AGLA’s national director. Under normal circum-
stances, newsletter production for the following month’s
issue is begun around the 20th of the month. Compilation,
production and layout take several days to a week or more.
The newsletter editor, whois also the national director, was
inSan Francisco, during the period when newsletter produc-
tion is normally undertaken. It was a given, then, that the
July issue would run very late.

During the month of April, the leaders of
American Atheists and AGLA decided that the two organi-
zations should planan action during the time of the Repub-
lican National Convention, being held this year in Houston,
Texas, from August17-20. Since that time, AGLA’snational
director has been very busy organizing and planning the
“Atheists Are Citizens Too!” Rally to be held in Houston
during the weekend of August 15 and 16. You will be
attending, | hope? All plans —a hotel to house out-of-town
guests, logistics, etc., etc. — have been the responsibility of
AGLA. The initial flyer contained in this newsletter is a co-

venture of AGLA and American Atheists. The information

packet containing all Rally information sent to prospective
attendees was compiled and designed by the editor of this
newsletter. American Atheists printed and took the respon-
sibility tomailthe material. Areminder: if you plantoattend
the Rally, please notify American Atheists, in advance, of
your intentions. All Rally participants are asked toattend a
pre-Rally briefing on Saturday night, August 15.

Inaddition, the editor of this journal isalso on
the Media Committee of a March for Equality and Justice to
be held the same afternoon as the “Atheists Are Citizens
Too!” Rally of that morning, August 16. The March for
Equality and Justice is intended to bring together many
diverse elements and organizations tomakedemands on the
current Administration and the Republican Party, calling
for: (1) Reproductive Freedom/Choice; (2) Economic Jus-
tice/Good Jobs; (3) A Right to Health Care; (4) An End to
Violence;(5) Respect for the Environment; and(6) Equality of
CivilRights for All. American Gay and Lesbian Atheistsand
American Atheists are two of many sponsoring organiza-
tions.

Hopefully, you will understand that the na-
tional officers / newsletter editors have faced (and arefacing)
some very busy times this summer. Therefore, it was
decided thatrather than get further behind with the newslet-
ter production and distribution schedule, the only solution
was to consolidate the July and Augustissues. The Septem-
ber issue should return on schedule.

To those of you who responded to our pleas
to renew your memberships and who sentadditional dona-
tions, etc, THANK YOU. Your quick response helped to
pull us out of a serious financial hole — for the time being
anyway. Please continue to renew your memberships on
timeand send anyadditional donations. The many activities
in which the organization is involved require regular and
timely funding. Newsletter production and distribution are
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costly. Dial-A-Gay-Atheist needs funds to continue operat-
ing. Pride Week activities costlots of money. Unfortunately,
sales of items fell waybelow the costs of registration permits,
banner and sign costs, etc., at the Pride Week functions, but
there can be no price placed on the value of visibility.
Runningan organization withas much outreachas AGLA is
very costly. Therefore, we must rely on your generosity.

Please remember AGLA this summer! We
are working for you! Please come to Houston and join the
“Atheists Are Citizens Too!” Rally during the weekend of
August 15 and 16. Dr. Madalyn O’'Hair and the Murray-
O'Hair family will be on hand. In fact, Dr. O'Hair is a
scheduled speaker at the Equality and Justice Rally on
Sunday afternoon, August16. Meet Atheist activists from
around the country. If you have some vacation time, spend
the week in Houston and join in the many exciting marches,
actions and protests which will occur all week. Join with
ACT UP and Queer Nation supporters from across the
nation who will be in Houston for some of the biggest and
best demonstrations and actions ever!  Defend abortion
clinics from assaults by the Christian terrorists. Come getin
on the action in Houston this summer!

Thank you for continuing to support the
nation’s only activist, out-of-the-closet, openly Gay and
Lesbian Atheist organization — AGLA. Look for the return
of the regular monthly newsletter in September. Keep those
news clips and letters coming!

| LOOK NO FURTHER ... THAN CLASSIPHONE!

HEY, NEW YORK!

ClassiPhone is New York's BEST
Talking Classifieds Line for Gay & Bisexual Men.

When You're in the Mood, Call

970=2525

Leave Your FREE Ad at (212) 308-2525

The 970 number is available to callers in all area codes of the
Metropolitan New York City calling area. $3.50 per call, ng

per minute charge.

ERICAN GAY & LESBIAN ATHEISTS®

e

P.0. BOX 66711
HOUSTON, TX 77266-6711

DIAL-A-GAY-ATHEIST (713) 880-4242
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