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GAY RIGHTS BILL PROGRESSES IN
CALIFORNIA;
LOU SHELDON VOWS TO FIGHT BACK

The American Gay & Lesbian Atheist news-
letter has been following California’s proposed
gay rights bill which, if passed, will ban discrimi-
nation based upon sexual orientation in housing
and employment. We are happy to report that the
California Assembly approved the bill by a vote of
42 to 28 on June 27. And the news is that the bill
is expected to pass the state senate by the begin-
ning of September. Reports indicate that Gover-
nor Wilson will likely sign the bill. Since our
coverage on the bill in the July issue of The
American Gay e Lesbian Atheist, some interesting
developments have come to our attention which
you’ll not find at all surprising, but interesting
nonetheless.

As reported in last month’s issue, several
leading black ministers joined the inexorable Louis
Sheldon of the so-called Traditional Values Coa-
lition in opposing passage of the rights bill be-
cause they view homosexuality as “immoral.”
Just two weeks before the initiative went before
the state assembly for consideration, Sheldon and
his merry band of religious marauders unveiled
their battle plan— a proposed ballot initiative that
could void all existing municipal gay rights ordi-
nances throughout California.

Sheldon’s proposed initiative would amend
the state constitution to require that any local gay
rights ordinance be approved by a two-thirds
popular vote. In order to get the initiative on the
ballot by the June 1992 primary election, Sheldon
and his followers must collect 1.2 million valid
petition signatures (registered voters) by Novem-
ber of this year. Can Lou Sheldon and his troops
gather 1.2 million valid petition signatures in such
ashort period of time? We’ll be following this one

closely with your help.

It has been speculated by the bill’s many
proponents that Sheldon had two things in mind
by initializing his proposal at the precise time it
was done. First, Sheldon released his initiative
just two weeks before the state assembly was to
consider the gay rights bill in an effort to intimi-
date assembly members who were about to delib-
erate the bill. Second, Sheldon intended to divert
attention from the campaign to pass the bill in
order to weaken the efforts of the bill’s proponents
by forcing their attention from the bill to fighting
his initiative.

According to Gregory King, spokesman
for the Human Rights Campaign Fund, conserva-
tive groups “are making a concerted effort to force
us to fight small fires; we have to fight to maintain
the advances we have made.”

On the other hand, however, others see the
possibility that Sheldon’s initiative may backfire
in his face. Assemblyman Terry Friedman, the
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bill’s author, said the initiative “illustrates the
unrelenting hatred that Sheldon has for gays and
lesbians. It’s become pathological, and it conclu-
sively demonstrates the need for passage of the bill
(The Advocate, Issue 582).” Certainly, Mr. Fried-
man is correct. Although Sheldon’s motives are
clear to most gays and lesbians, are Sheldon's
motives just as obvious to the majority of the
voting populace? We hope our California friends
will be successful in making this clear.

PATRIOTIC FERVOR A MASK
FOR SOCTAL INJUSTICE

The nation’s 215th birthday was celebrated
like no other. In cities and towns, villages and
farming communities emotions stirred by the Per-
sian Gulf War added an extra dimension to the
traditional celebration of the 4th of July, masking
all the economic woes and the social injustices
facing this nation. Perhaps the true victory of the
Persian Gulf War was the success of George Bush’s
campaign to create a temporary facade masking
the many serious economic, social, political and
religious issues facing our nation. For this, George
Bush deserves a medal.

But, not everybody celebrated the Fourth
of July. In Portland, Oregon, about 500 anti-war
demonstrators rallied before a parade honoring
veterans. In Kansas City, about 30 blacks, Ameri-
can Indians and homeless people denounced Fourth
of July celebrations. Alonzo Washington, spokes-
man for the Black National Congress, said the
nation remains divided by race and class. “Ican’t
celebrate independence if I have none,” Washing-
ton said (The Houston Chronicle, 7/5/91).

And so it was that on the Fourth of July
1991, the editor of this newsletter did not venture
from his home. It was a day occupied with catch-
ing up on correspondence and other work. It was
also on this day that a poem was found which
seemed to fit the occasion perfectly. Therefore, I
must share the poem with which I could so easily
identify as I found myself a prisoner inside my own
home on the Fourth of July, a day when independ-
ence and freedom are touted as being available to
everyone.

What to the American slave is your Fourth of July?

I answer, a day that reveals to him, more than all

other days in the year, the gross injustice and

cruelty to which ke is the constant victim.

To him, your celebration is a sham;

your boasted liberty, an unholy license;

your national greatness, swelling vanity;

your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless;

your denunciation of tyrants, brass-fronted
impudence; your shouts of [liberty and equality,
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hollow mocKery; your prayers and hymns, your sermons
and thanksgivings, with all your religious parade and
solemnity, are to him mere bombast, fraud,

deception, impiety, and hypocrisy — a thin

veil to cover up crimes which would disgrace a

nation of savages.

There is not a nation on the earth guilty of practices
more shocKing and bloody, than are the people of
these United States, at this very hour.

Go where you may, search where you will, roam
through all the monarchies and despotisms of the
old wor[:{ travel through South America, search out
every abuse, and when you have found the last,

[ay your facts by the side of the every-day practices
of this nation, and you will say with me, that, for
revolting barbarity and shameless huypocrisy,

America reigns without a rival.

The title of the poem is, “What to the Slave

is the Fourth of July?” Who would believe that the
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poem was written on July 5, 1852, by Frederick
Douglass, a slave? It only demonstrates that no
matter the time, place or circumstance, tyranny
and slavery wear the same clothes and maintain the
same shackles for all who are their captives, whether
black, brown, female, lesbian, gay, oramember of
any other oppressed people. Most people think
they have freedom because a crumb of escape has
been passed their way. Those of us whose founda-
tions are implanted in reality can see the hypocrisy
and know freedom to be a sham.

FOR SOME JULY FOURTH

MEANT FREEDOM TO KILL

During the early morning hours of Inde-
pendence Day, July 4, three young gay men were
leaving a Houston gay nightclub and were walking
several blocks to their parked car when two cars,
apparently following each other, approached the
pedestrians. Someone riding in the first car asked
for directions to a club called “Heaven,” a well-
known gay nightclub in the Montrose area of
Houston. After pointing out the club and explain-
ing that it was closed (it was between 2:00 to 3:00
AM), the three men were attacked by the teenage
occupants of the two cars. A youth signaled to the
other car behind him and between eight and ten
teens jumped from the cars and came charging at
the three. One carried a broken-off 2 x 4 with nails
protruding from it. The attack allegedly occurred
because the three men simply had known the
location of the gay nightclub and therefore their
assailants presumed they were gay. One of the
three, Paul Broussard, a 27-year old banker, died
later at Ben Taub Hospital as aresult of the trauma.
Broussard’s companions escaped injury by run-
ning away from the attackers. However, one
discovered his shirt had holes in it and his back was
scraped while the other young man suffered a
bruised face and swollen eye.

Almost a week after the murder, four
Woodlands area (an affluent, primarily white
suburban community 30 miles north of the city)
youths were arrested and charged in connection
with the “gay bashing™ of Paul Broussard and his
two companions. Jon Christopher Buice, 17,
confessed to Broussard’s murder as Derrick Jan
Attard, also 17, was charged with the attempted
murder of one of Broussard’s companions, who
was hospitalized for several days for injuries sus-
tained in the attack. Both teenagers are students at
McCullough High School in the Woodlands.

Shortly after the assault, Attard fled to New
York City and was returned to Houston. Then,
several days later, two more suspects in the attack
were charged, Paul Chance Dillon, 22, and Le-
onardo Edmundo Ramirez, 17, also of the Wood-
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lands, were charged with attempted murder and
aggravated assault (The New Voice, 7/19/91; The
Houston Chronicle, 7/6/91).

NOT A HATE CRIME?

While the office of the U.S. Attorney and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation became in-
volved in the incident and Assistant U.S. Attorney
John Lenoir said the assailants could eventually be
charged under a reconstruction-era federal law
designed to prosecute members of the Ku Klux
Klan, the Houston Police Department, upon cap-
ture of Buice, the confessed murderer, set his bond
at only $30,000. Bond for the other three teenagers
was set at $10,000 each. Already, the teenagers
from well-to-do families are receiving slaps on the
wrist. One can commit a crime of a much lesser
degree and receive a bond of higher magnitude
than those set in this case. In addition, police
spokespersons initially stated that there was not
enough evidence at that point to classify the attack
as a “hate-crime.” Within a few days, however,
police department officials recanted to label the
fatal assault as such. At the date of this writing —
some three weeks after the attack — only four of
the eight to ten youths involved have been charged.
Those charged have been released on bond (The
Houston Chronicle, 7/7/91, 7/9/91). The children
of the privileged have served no jail time even
though they were engaged in “murder-for-sport.”

GAYS STAGE ANGRY PROTEST

It took the beating death of a young man
and the attempted murder of two others for the
normally complacent Houston gay and lesbian
community to unite in anger and make a call foran
end to harassment, hate crimes, and discrimina-
tion. On Saturday night, July 13, a crowd esti-
mated between 1,000 by one newspaper and 2,000
by another took to the streets in the heart of
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Houston’s gay community, marching through
several blocks of streets where many of the area’s
gay and lesbian bars are located, shouting and
chanting as the brigade lengthened and until it
reached the busy intersection of Westheimer Road
and Montrose Boulevard. Initially, loud and angry
protesters lined both sides of the busy intersection
until scores began spilling onto the street itself and
eventually taking over the entire intersection, forc-
ing police to close off traffic in all directions.
Police horse patrols were brought in to try to
disperse the crowd, but to no avail. Assoon asone
section of the street was cleared, the other section
would fill. Police finally allowed the crowd to take
full control of the street. The demonstration lasted
for one full hour.

AGLA member Frank Parsley carried a
sign which read, “Homophobia is Bible-Based,”
and AGLA member Dee Smathers’ sign read,
“The Bible Made Them Do It.” Several signs and
chants attacked police statements that Broussard’s
killing was not considered a “hate-crime,” a stance
which was later reversed by police officials.

Called “Take Back the Streets,” the march
was organized by Queer Nation and attracted per-
sons from all segments of the community (The
Houston Post, 7/14/91; The Houston Chronicle, 7/
14/91).

AGLA MEMBER ANNOUNCES
CANDIDACY FOR CITY COUNCIL

During the height of the Paul Broussard
“gay bashing,” AGLA member and ACT UP
Houston president Leslie Perez announced that she
will seek a position on the Houston City Council
during the fall election. Atthis time, Ms. Perez has
not announced which council position she will
seek.

Perez joins feminist/lesbian bookstore owner
Annise Parker who has formally filed as a candi-
date in Council District C. At times, Ms. Parker
has claimed that she too is an Atheist but has never
been active in the organized Atheist movement to
our knowledge.

In 1990, Perez ran for chair of the Harris
County Democratic Party and faced Ken Bentsen,
the current chair, in a heated run-off election.
Perez was also active with AGLA director Don
Sanders in opposing the AIDS Foundation’s
“Crossroads '91" memorial which was originally
scheduled for Memorial Day, but was forced by the
pair to be moved from a public city street. For
more details on the uproar caused by Crossroads
’91, see the June and July issues of The American Gay
¢ Lesbian Atheist (The Houston Chronicle, 7/10/
91). :
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REAGAN-APPOINTED FEDERAL JUDGE
MAKES HOMOPHOBIC REMARK;
IMPEACHMENT OR PUBLIC REPRIMAND
SOUGHT

Only a few days following the “gay bash-
ing” of three Houston men and only a few days
prior to the loud and angry protest march against
hate crimes and bigotry, U.S. District Judge Sam
B. Hall, 67, who was appointed for life by Ronald
Reaganin 1985, referred to homosexual inmates in
the Jefferson County (Beaumont, TX area) jail as
“a bunch of queers.”

Hall, a visiting federal judge from the
Northeast Texas town of Marshall, made his
comments during a trial in which convicted drug
offender David Todd Mayes, 19, contended he had
been jailed with homosexual inmates at the Jeffer-
son Country Jail where he witnessed inmates in-
dulging in homosexual activity. Mayes sought
$100,000 for “suffering.” A jury ruled against
Mayes, who is serving a 10-year drug sentence in
state prison.

Hall asked Jefferson County sheriff’s Lt.
John Cassio if inmates are put in cells with “all that
bunch of queers in the tank?” Hall then asked
Cassio if there was “just a whole bunch of partying
going on.” Cassio stated he was not aware of
homosexual activity among inmates in the jail.
“You callit what you want to; I’ll call it whatI want
to,” said Hall. “T have strong feelings about this.”
The judge later referred to homosexual inmates as
“their kind.”

The following day, Houston gay rights
activist and AGLA member Ray Hill filed a com-
plaint against Judge Hall with the 5th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals. Mr. Hill was represented by
Houston attorney Michael Maness whose com-
plaint called for Judge Hall’s impeachment or
public reprimand. Maness said that the judge’s
comments demonstrated conduct “prejudicial to
the effective and expeditious administration of the
business of the courts.”

Ray Hill said that Hall’s comments were
typical of judges appointed by Presidents Reagan
and Bush and that “they (Reagan/Bush judicial
appointees) are no more qualified to be on the
federal bench than King Kong. They are big shots
and the rest of us are dirt. I think their attitude is
about to change,” said Hill. Maness later remarked
that the appropriate remedy “is to refer it to the
House of Representatives for impeachment. (The
Houston Chronicle, 7/12/91).”

ANOTHER UNFIT BUSH APPOINTEE?
Before George Bush nominated Clarence
Thomas to fill the vacancy created by the retiring



and only black Supreme Court Justice Thurgood
Marshall, Justice Marshall said in selecting his
successor we must beware of “a black snake as well
as a white snake — they both bite.”

It is likely that you are as tired as I am of
hearing about Bush’s nomination to fill the Su-
preme Court vacancy left by outgoing Justice
Thurgood Marshall. Nevertheless, this newsletter
would be incomplete if we did not at least make
mention of Bush’s nominee, Clarence Thomas.
Not since Reagan nominated Robert Bork to the
Supreme Court has such controversy erupted. Since
you are an educated bunch and likely have been
following the daily round of newspaper articles
trying to give us some revelation into Thomas’s
character, let’s simply review for reasons of pos-
terity.

Last fall, when President Bush nominated
David Souter to the Supreme Court, it was ru-
mored that another candidate, Clarence Thomas,
was not chosen because he lacked experience on
the bench. This was actually logical reasoning on
the part of Bush and his Administration since Bush
had appointed him only a few months earlier to a
federal appellate court. Prior to this appointment,
Thomas had made a career as a Capitol Hill aide
and bureaucrat.

Now, less than a year later, Bush has cited
Thomas’s “judicial experience” as a reason for his
nomination to fill the vacancy left by Thurgood
Marshall, the first and still the only black person
ever to sit on the Supreme Court. Bush is simply
lying through his teeth when he claims that race
had nothing to do with Thomas’s nomination.
Although I think that Americans represent some of
the dumbest of the species, anyone with an ounce
of a brain can see that Thomas’s nomination has
everything to do with race. Not alone should this
be a great insult to Mr. Thomas, but also to every
black American. And from all indications, Tho-
mas’s nomination has stirred the ire of many im-
portant black leaders including Benjamin Hooks,
executive director of the NAACP.

Meeting in Houston during the announced
nomination of Clarence Thomas, the NAACP
expressed shock and dismay. “We’ve argued with
Judge Thomas for years, in public debates, in
writings,” said Mr. Hooks. “There are a lot of
things we disagree with,” continued Hooks. And
what are some of those things? As head of the
EEOC (Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion) and during his 16 months on the federal
bench, Thomas has opposed most affirmative ac-
tion programs dear to civil rights. Thomas has
classified affirmative action as a “narcotic of de-
pendency.” As Carl Rowan said in his syndicated
column of 05 July, “This 43-year old man never

got from terrible misery in Georgia to and through
Holy Cross University, or law school at Yale,
without the help, the money, the affirmative ac-
tions of nuns, professors and a lot of other people
and institutions.” Rowan called Thomas “outra-
geously insensitive.”

Former U.S. Representative Barbara Jor-
dan, the first black woman from the South to be
elected to Congress and who left Congress in 1979
to assume the Lyndon B. Johnson public service
professorship at the LBJ School of Public Affairs
at the University of Texas at Austin, said she was
not surprised by Bush’s choice. Jordan stated that
Thomas was “placed” on the federal Circuit Court
of Appeals for the District of Columbia last year,
“waiting” for Marshall, 82, “to hang it up.”

A ROMAN CATHOLIC AGENDA?

During all the brouhaha which stirred after
the Thomas nomination, Governor Douglas Wilder
had the temerity to state that Thomas should be
questioned as a Catholic: “The question is, ‘How
much allegiance is there to the pope?”” Notonly is
this question logical, it is also appropriate. But
immediately after presenting the question, Gov.
Wilder was attacked for making a bigoted remark.
So, to keep the peace with the powerful Roman
Catholic population (spelling votes which mean
power), Wilder apologized saying, “If I have of-
fended anyone, I’'m sorry.” I still think this is an
appropriate question and one which should be
answered. Let’s examine the reasons.

Thomas was rescued from the backward
poverty of Pin Point, Ga., by a Roman Catholic
school run by white nuns for poor black children.
During the late 1960’s, Thomas continued his
education at the predominantly white Roman Catho-
lic Holy Cross College where he had aspirations of
becoming a priest.

Although Thomas has left little for us to
determine his views on many pressing issues of the
day (he has only served as a federal judge for little
over a year), he has given us insights of his views
in speeches, interviews and published articles. On
the topic of abortion (which is a smokescreen for
control over a woman'’s reproductive organs and
sexual expression), Thomas has said little. How-
ever, in a 1987 speech to the right-wing Heritage
Foundation think (fascist) tank, he did remark
about his opposition to abortion by praising an
article that claimed that fetuses have an inalienable
right to life. He endorsed the comparison between
the anti-abortionists of today and the anit-slavery
forces of the 1850’s. Of course, this demonstrates
the skewed nature of Thomas’s Roman Catholic
educational background. During the entire time
when slavery was legal in the United States, it was
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the forces of religion which argued and fought for
its continuance. It took Abraham Lincoln, an
avowed foe of religion, to sign the Emancipation
Proclamation. Itis absolutely ludicrous to say that
the radical anti-abortion religious nuts who wantto
enslave women have anything in common with the
radical abolitionists of the mid-1800’s. On the
issue of school prayer, Thomas has quoted his
mother as saying, “When they took God out of the
schools, the schools went to hell.” He added, “She
may be right.” Of course, this spells trouble with
a capital “T” for state/church separation.

MORE STARTLING REVELATIONS

Thomas’s personal opinions give us great
insight into the man. For example, Thomas is a
proponent of a philosophy called “Black Conser-
vatism.” Black conservatives oppose laws against
discrimination, and they oppose social programs
like welfare and affirmative action. Thomas has
claimed that black people are to blame for their
own oppression saying, “Ultimately the burden of
being mugged falls on you.”

Thomas is a critic of Brown v. Board of
Education, the original 1954 court decision that
overthrew official school segregation. He argues
that the Brown decision was based on “psychology
evidence” and “compassion,” not on “adequate
principle” in law, and that “forced integration”
hurt the traditionally black schools. If you recall,
black schools at that time were terribly inferior in
every imaginable way to those attended by whites.
This echoes of Ku Klux Klan mentality. But
Thomas is black!

During the mid-1970’s, Thomas served as
Assistant Attorney General for the state of Mis-
souri. Behind his desk was displayed the Confed-
erate Flag, long recognized as the symbol of slav-
ery and oppression for black people. What kind of
perverse man is Bush promoting to the Supreme
Court?

Clarence Thomas does have one major
quality that is noteworthy. He will be quite useful
to the currentdirection of the court—to strengthen
police power and white supremacy, to drive women
back to “traditional” roles and forced reproduc-
tion, and to completely annihilate what is left of
state/church separation. Thomas plays the Roman
Catholic agenda like a master musician. Governor
Wilder was correct to question Thomas’s alle-
giance to Roman Catholic doctrine. Wilder was
incorrect to apologize for it is appropriate to ques-
tionthe degree to which Thomas’s religious educa-
tion left its imprints upon his life (The Houston
Chronicle, 7/2/91, 7/6/91, 7/12/91, 7/16/91; The
Houston Post, 7/3/91,7/5/91; Newsweek, 7/15/91;
RW, 7/14/91).
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SUPREME COURT DECISION
HAS GLOBAL IMPLICATIONS

Ten days after the Supreme Court of the
United States let stand its anti-abortion decision in
the case of Rust v. Sullivan, a case which ruled that
federally funded family planning clinics are pro-
hibited from even talking about abortion, it refused
to hear a challenge to a Federal policy cutting off
family planning grants to overseas organizations
that spend money on activities related to abortion.

This regulation stems from a policy state-
ment announced by Reagan at the U.N. Interna-
tional Conference in Mexico City in 1984, estab-
lishing new terms for all grants and agreements
between the U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment (AID) and organizations that support family
planning services in other countries. AID is the
world’s largest source of family planning funds in
the Third World. The $220 million it spentin 1990
accounted for 40 percent of all such spending in the
Third World. One does not have to look hard to
smell Roman Catholic doctrine in these restric-
tions.

The overseas funding is even more restric-
tive than the ones recently imposed on federally-
funded clinics in the United States. While U.S.
clinics can still provide abortion counseling and
services if they use non-government funds, over-
seas organizations that provide any kind of abor-
tion services will have their Federal aid canceled
even if they segregate the facilities for these serv-
ices and use separate money.

Some 200,000 women die each year in
Third World countries from illegal abortions —
one woman every three minutes. Religiously re-
gressive United States policy greatly contributes to
these numbers. Of course, all this is crazy and
points to the ever-growing accommodation to reli-
gion by members of the Supreme Court of the
United States.

ONE POINT OF LIGHT
OUT OF A THOUSAND

As the Episcopal Church ended its annual
meeting in Phoenix recently — a meeting which
centered on the hot topic of ordination of homo-
sexuals to the clergy and the official recognition of
same-sex relationships by the church, its bishops
refused by only one vote tocommend the Gulf War
leadership of its most prominent member, Presi-
dent George Bush.

By a vote of 79-78, the U.S. Episcopal
bishops voted against endorsing a statement com-
mending Bush for “commitment to prayer and his
sensitivity to the needs of military personnel, their
families and victims of warfare.” Bishop Hampton



of Minneapolis said it was “most distressing” to be
asked to approve such a statement, and Bishop
Moore of New York City said Bush is to blame for
an estimated 200,000 war deaths and called the
anti-Iraq drive “one of the deepest tragedies and
deepest blots on our country ...”

Failing to pass by only one vote — failing,
nonetheless — the bishops agreed not to further
criticize Bush and his war efforts. “To commend
him 1is the last thing we should do,” said Moore.
However, the bishops refused to have the church
policy-making assembly label some Bush policies
as “evil.” At least this church has given us one
pointof light. Now for the other 999 (The Houston
Chronicle, 7/20/91).

HELMS’ QUARANTINE AMENDMENT
APPROVED BY SENATE

AIDS hysteria has once again reared its
ugly and irrational head and is spreading like a
wild-fire out of control. Talk of testing health care
workers is top news in every major and minor
newspaper, magazine, tabloid and on radio and
television talk shows.

Just recently the U.S. Senate overwhelm-
ingly approved mandatory jail time or hefty fines
for AIDS-infected health-care workers who fail to
tell their patients they have been exposed to HIV.

The amendment by Senator Jesse Helms
(R-NC) was approved on an 81-18 vote after
Helms read an angry letter from 23-year old
Kimberly Bergalis, a Florida resident who doctors
believe contracted AIDS because her dentist, Dr.
David Acer, failed to use properly sterilized dental
instruments.

Helms” amendment would require at least
a 10-year jail sentence or a $10,000 fine for health-
care workers who fail to disclose they are infected.
“Let the punishment fit the crime,” Helms re-
marked.

A second amendment, a bipartisan effort
intended as an alternative to Helms’ provision,
also was adopted on a unanimous vote. This amend-
ment would place into law guidelines suggested by
the Centers for Disease Control that call for volun-
tary testing for HIV, encouraging HIV-positive
workers to halt “high-risk” medical procedures
unless cleared by doctors or their patients.

Both amendments, along with another Helms
provision mandating unspecified prison terms for
child pornographers, were attached to a $19 billion
Treasury and Postal Service appropriations bill
adopted by the Senate.

The appropriations bill has already been
approved by the House, however, because House
rules require amendments must be germane to the
bill, the future of the bill is unclear.

Since the time that the Kimberly Bergalis
case has been made public, hysteria and unrea-
soned fear have been spreading out of control. We
are concerned that passage of this bill will only
cause mandatory testing requirements to be re-
quested throughout many more professions. The
American Medical Association said no case of
direct HIV transmission from physician to patient
has been documented and such transmission was
“an extremely improbable occurrence.”

Public health officials have identified only
five cases where a health-care worker was sus-
pected of transmitting HIV to patients. All five
were patients of Dr. David Acer, the Florida dentist
who has since died from complications of the
illness. Health officials suspect that the virus was
transferred not from doctor to patient, but from
improperly sterilized dental equipment used by the
doctor, i.e., from patient to patient. Senator Ed-
ward Kennedy (D-MA) contends that criminal
provisions will discourage medical workers from
voluntarily seeking HIV testing and from caring
for HIV-infected patients. We feel that the fear-
mongers and homophobes are using the highly
visible Kimberly Bergalis case as a means to cause
public hysteria that will result in poorer medical
care for HIV-infected patients (the majority of
whom are perceived as being gay males who are
deserving of the disease as punishment for the
“sin” of homosexuality), a major setback in the
years of fighting for the rights of AIDS patients to
receive adequate medical attention. The transmis-
sion of AIDS to Kimberly Bergalis and to other
patients of Dr. Acer could just as easily have
occurred at the dental office of a non-homosexual
dentist. However, the circumstances simply did
not work this way and now latter day 20th Century
witch hunt is on. It seems as soon as the gay
community overcomes one roadblock another (and
sometimes larger) one is standing in the way (The
Houston Chronicle, 7/19/91).

AGLA MEMBER MAY BE NATION’S
FIRST TEST CASE OF
NEW FEDERAL GUIDELINES FOR
HEALTH-CARE WORKERS

The House and Senate of the State of Texas
have included AIDS disclosure provisions for health-
care workers in bills reorganizing health and human
services agencies.

The provisions conform to the guidelines
issued July 12 by the Federal Centers for Disease
Control which recommend that health-care work-
ers infected with HIV refrain from performing
invasive procedures, such as surgery, and involv-
ing exposure to blood. The House went a step
further than the Senate and the CDC by voting to
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require patients infected with HIV to notify physi-
cians and other medical personnel who might treat
them.

Caught up in this whirlwind of controversy
has been local AIDS activist and AGLA member,
Brian Bradley, a 30-year old scrub nurse at the
University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Cen-
ter in Houston. For several years, Bradley’s supe-
riors have known of his HIV status. Like most
Atheists, he, t0o, is extremely open and forthright.
However, it wasn’t until some of Bradley’s opin-
ions about the newly-proposed federal guidelines
were quoted in a an article in a weekend edition of
The Houston Chronicledid he find his job in jeopardy.
Upon returning to work on Monday morning,
Bradley was placed on administrative leave by the
hospital at which he is employed.

Bradley’s supervisor, Dr. James Cox, the
Anderson vice president who made the decision,
admitted the Chronicle article sparked the institu-
tion’s decision to remove Bradley from his posi-
tion at this time, but said his removal was “inevi-
table.”

Bradley has expressed concern that Ander-
son’s decision to dismiss him from his position as
an operating room scrub nurse may prompt others
infected with HIV to conceal their condition.

Bradley’s legal counsel has stated that his
client’s case may help define “reasonable accom-
modations” for people with HIV. Bradley is cur-
rently fighting not only to keep his job but also his
health insurance (The Houston Chronicle, 7/25/
91). In recent telephone conversations with Bra-
dley, he has revealed having spoken with represen-
tatives of Associated Press and is scheduled to
make an appearance on the popular ABC TV
morning show, “Good Morning America.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear AGLA:

Thanks for the “comp” of the June newslet-
ter, with its account of the controversy between
you and “Crossroads '91" in Houston.

It (the controversy) really does show what
the “bottom line™ issue is, which is separating you
and your supporters from many many other gay
Atheists.

Youhave said that you are “an Atheist first,
gay second,” and you make no bones about it.

Isay (and many many more say it) thatl am
gay first and an Atheist second (probably even
third!).

Et voila.

Sincerely,
D.W., Scarsdale, NY

American Gay/Lesbian Atheists 8

Dear AGLA:

Iobtained your address from GayellowPages
1991, but I obtained the motivation [to write] from
watching a recent “Geraldo” program on which
“scriptures” were quoted both to diagnose the
“abomination” and prescribe the “cure.” A God-
fearing and self-proclaimed savior of traditional
Christian (heterosexual) values named Joseph Frank
was apparently trying to gain awareness (dollars
and membership) to his divinely-inspired organi-
zation — something called “Wake Up America.”
(Wake Up Frank!)

We were equally asininely represented by
a lesbian psychologist who had “cured” herself
some 20 years previous and was advertising for
customers (male or female) who would like her to
do the same for them. A totally unbelievable
“sissy”” who had “just seen the light” and — God
love him — had now been heterosexual for an
entire two weeks, just waiting for “Miss Right” to
come along so he could test it out.

A third tried to convince the audience that
there’s much more love than promiscuity in the
gay life since “him and his’’ have had a meaningful
relationship for years. In gist, all shit. If Atheism
was mentioned I didn’t catch it, or it must have
been [mentioned] momentarily.

In sum, I'd like to obtain additional infor-
mation about AGLA. While Chicago would be
nearer geographically, the address wasn’t listed —
and I do have a few friends in Houston — I have
visited there twice within the last year.

Sincerely,
R.W., Michigan City, IN

Editor’s Note: Atthe presenttime, AGLA does not
have a Chicago mailing address or any official
personal contacts, although the organization has a
number of members and subscribers in and around
the Chicago area. Additionally, the organization is
no longer operating its Dial-A-Gay-Atheist line in
Chicago, not because the line did not receive an
adequate amount of calls, but rather because the
line did not pull enough new members to warrant
the time and expense of operation. Like you, many
people who write AGLA for information receive
the organization’s name and address from refer-
ence sources like the Gayellow Pages and other
similar directories. Although the organization has
no Chicago chapter, we do encourage to you to
support “the cause.”

Dear Editor:

July 4th celebrated the 50th anniversary of
Mt. Rushmore. This anniversary is especially
meaningful to San Antonians because this massive
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Mt. Rushmore. This anniversary is especially
meaningful to San Antonians because this massive
monument to democracy was conceived and that
first model was created on the banks of our own
San Antonio River. Sculptor Gutzon Borglum,
creator of the then and now controversial stone
tribute maintained his studio in San Antonio for
thirteen years.

The first model included only three presi-
dents. Borglum had his own reasons for selecting
them. Washington: Since he represented the birth
of the nation and the noble spirit which started a
courageous people on an untried course. Jeffer-
son: To show the inspiration of the Declaration of
Independence and the Louisiana Purchase. Lin-
coln: Representing the humanity, the suffering,
the compassion, and the eternal unity of the nation.
The addition of Theodore Roosevelt brought forth
a flood of controversy, but Gutzon and Calvin
Coolidge agreed that Roosevelt, a dedicated sup-
porter of laborers, would round out this saga in
stone.

Borglum was a controversial artist. An-
other of his works, Atlas, shocked conservatives.
When it was revealed that the statue of Atlas
bearing the weight of the world was a woman, the

sculptor explained thatonly woemanhas the strength
and endurance for such a weight.

Gutzon also wrote many letters to the edi-
tor that were read nationwide. These letters pre-
sented alternative sides of controversial issues.

Now, after 50 years, Mt. Rushmore has
become controversial again. American Indians
claim Mt. Rushmore stands on sacred ground that
was taken unjustly from them. It is interesting to
me that the San Antonio art experience has such a
rich history as a part of its foundation.

Remember The Studio,
Gene Elder, San Antonio, TX

Respond to any letters written here or tell

us what's on your mind. Send all letters to:
Editor
AGLA Newsletter
P.O. Box 66711
Houston, TX 77266-6711.

The editor reserves the right not only to

print but also to edit for clarity and length.

UT NEWS
JERRY FALWELL PROTEGE

ADMITS ADULTERY

Darrell Gilyard, a 29-year old black South-
ern Baptist preacher who has been described as one
of the nation’s most gifted religious orators and
who was a frequent guest on Jerry Falwell’s “Old
Time Gospel Hour” television program, has re-
signed from his Richardson, TX, church after
admitting several adulterous relationships. It a
that Gilyard’s talents extended to parts of his body
other than his larynx.

In a prepared statement released by Fal-
well, the fundamentalist minister said, “I am al-
ways deeply saddened to hear allegations against
any servant of God whether true or false. The
whole cause of Christ is always injured.”

Falwell is soright! Gilyard’s confession of
having sex with several women he was counseling
only demonstrates that ministers, and other adher-
ents to religion, are trying to conform to an unnatu-
ral set of rules which are impossible for any human
to ascribe (The Houston Chronicle, 7/13/91).

CATHOLIC PRIEST ASCRIBES TO
‘BETTER BY THE DOZEN’ PRINCIPLE

A Phoenix Roman Catholic priest who was
awaiting sentencing for fondling a 13-year old girl
has been charged with 12 additional criminal counts
of sexual abuse, molestation and sexual conduct
with two children from his parish.

Mark Lehman, 29, was arrested in January
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inappropriate manner. Reportedly, the events in
the original case occurred in 1988.

Although the plea in that case involves
activity with one child, the court agreement calls
for Lehman to pay for counseling for four girls.
During the police investigation, Lehman was placed
on a leave of absence from parish duties. He
remained free from the time he entered the original
plea agreement in January until April 5, when
sentencing was continued at his request. It was
while he was awaiting sentencing that Lehman was
charged with the additional 12 counts.

In the new case, Lehman is charged with
one count of sexual abuse, six counts of child
molestation and five counts of sexual conduct with
a minor. The incidents — involving a boy and a
girl — allegedly took place between September
1989 and September 1990. According to the May
30 indictment, Lehman had sexual intercourse
with the boy three times between October 1989
and May 31, 1990. The indictment notes that the
sexual activity took place in the men’s room of the
rectory and “behind the bushes near the rectory.”

If found guilty, Lehman could be sen-
tenced to prison for the rest of his life. He faces a
sentence ranging from probation to 15 years’ in-
carceration in the first reported fondling incident,
to which he has pleaded no contest. Lehman’s
bond has been set at $140,000. The Diocese of
Phoenix declined comment, but continues to de-
fend a policy which is designed to ferret out alleged
pedophile priests while protecting such practices
of the faith as confession. This is like placing the
Colombian Cartel in charge of the contraband
(The Phoenix Gazette, 6/8/91, 6/12/91).

LOUISIANA ATTY. GENERAL

SUPPORTS SCHOOL PRAYER

Louisiana’s attorney general, William Guste,
blasted an opinion recently released by his office
which stated that prayer at school functions is
prohibited by the U.S. Constitution. The opinion
was written by his staff in response to arequest last
April by the St. James Parish Public School Sys-
tem.

Guste, a devout Roman Catholic, has criti-
cized U.S. Supreme Court opinions which have
restricted religious activity in public places. He
told reporters in Baton Rouge that public schools
should be allowed to begin their graduation cere-
monies and other school events with “an invoca-
tion to Almighty God.”

John Boughton, an administrator with the
St. James school system was baffled by the con-
flicting opinions and said that school officials plan
to continue their policy of forbidding prayers at
graduation and athletic events (The Houston Chron-
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The issue of prayers at public schoolevents
isa hottopic. The case of Lee v. Weisman has been
accepted for review by the U.S. Supreme Court
during its next session. This case is being seen as
pivotal to the question of the extent of religious
activities at school functions. The case is also seen
as one in which the Bush Administration and the
U.S. Justice Department are trying to use to overturn
Lemon v. Kurtzman, the 1971 case from which the
3-prong Lemon Test has been used for deciding
whether an issue passes muster in respect to state/
church separation. The Lee v. Weisman case is
covered in exact detail in Volume 33, No. 3 of The
American Atheist magazine. If you do not currently
receive this fine publication, write to American
Atheists, P.O. Box 140195, Austin, TX 78714-
0195 and become a member or subscriber.

PROCTER & GAMBLE SUCCUMBS
TO RELIGIOUS PRESSURE

For over a decade, religious-right forces
have been pressuring the Procter & Gamble Com-
pany to discard its logo of a bearded man in a
crescent moon surrounded by stars because they
said the logo contained satanic symbolism. So, in
order to quell the irrational fears of superstitious
people, Procter & Gamble has agreed to alter their
famous logo and adopt two other corporate logos
to complement the controversial symbol. Station-
ery, business cards and other materials will feature
either a scriptlike “Procter & Gamble” or “P&G.”
The moon and stars will continue to be the com-
pany’s officially registered trademark, but it will
eliminate the curly hairs in the man’s beard that
allegedly look like the number 6 (the sixes helped
fuel the rumors that P&G supports Satan, since 666
is linked with the devil in the biblical Book of
Revelations).

P&G has filed court lawsuits and issued
repeated statements to deny the rumors since they
beganaround 1981. Since 1985, Procter & Gamble
has gradually removed the moon-and-stars mark
from most of its products. Use of the logo will
occur less frequently and will likely only be seenin
use in the company’s buildings and on awards and
stationery (The Houston Chronicle, 7/17/91). While
this demonstrates the insanity of Christianity, it
also demonstrates its power of which we should be
concerned.

PHOTOS IN BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY
JOURNAL DEPICT HOMOEROTICISM
Ancient erotic images of homosexual and
heterosexual couples have sparked furor at Biblical
Archaeology Review, a journal catering to Bible schol-
ars and archaeologists.



Archacology Review, a journal catering to Bible schol-
ars and archaeologists.

The four erotic images, carved on Roman
lamps at Ashkelon, Israel, were published in the
July-August issue of the journal despite protests
from readers who were asked in advance if they
wanted the images published. More than 700 of
the review’s 175,000 subscribers responded to a
pre-publication survey. Half voted to publish the
photos, 20 percent said no, and 30 percent said the
images should be printed in a way offended readers
could easily remove them from the magazine.

The Washington-based review published
the photos on one page backed by an advertise-
ment, so the article can be read in its entirety even
if the page is removed. All four lamps date from
100 to 200 C.E. (Current Era) and show couples
engaging in the act of intercourse. Two show
explicit homosexual acts (The Houston Post, 6/29/
91). This demonstrates the acceptance of homo-
sexual activity at a time prior to the rise of the
erotophobic, homophobic Christian cult.

TRIP TO LOURDES FAILS
TO INCREASE SIZE OF MAN’S PENIS

A report from the London Daily Mirror tells
the story of 53-year old John Clark who committed
suicide after returning from a trip to Lourdes. It
seems Mr. Clark had visited the famous “holy”
shrine in France in hopes of finding a miracle to
increase the size of his penis. This goes to show the
worthlessness of investing time and energy in
spirituality. With the money spent on the trip to
Lourdes, Mr. Clark could have invested in a good
quality vacuum pump system. Not only would he
now be enjoying his big (likely bloated) cock, but
also his life.

POPE DEFENDS VATICAN WEALTH

A day after the Vatican announced arecord
deficit, Pope JPII lashed at critics who say the
Vatican is flush with material wealth. JPII at-
tacked people “who always speak of ‘Vatican
riches.”” The pontiff has refused to sell off pre-
cious works of art such as Michelangelo’s Pieta,
saying they had to be preserved for future genera-
tions. Actually, itis only greed which keeps these
and many other treasures held hostage by the
Vatican. The Vatican reports its budget deficit to
be a record $86.3 million in 1990. We think this
may be just a ploy to intimidate Catholics around
the world to give more (The Phoenix Gazette, 6/
29/91).

KRISHNA COMMUNE LEADER
GETS 30 YEAR SENTENCE
The leader of a Hare Krishna commune
who had been convicted of authorizing the
murder, kidnapping and beating of his devotees
to protect an illegal multimillion-dollar enter-
prise was sentenced to 30 years in prison.

The defendant, Kirtanananda Swami Bhakti-
pada, 53-years old, was sentenced by Federal District
Judge Robert Merhige, Jr. Mr. Bhaktipadaand two
associates, Steven Fitzpatrick and Terry Sheldon,
were found guilty in March of illegally selling
millions of caps, T-shirts and bumperstickers bear-
ing the Snoopy character from the Peanuts comic
strip and other copyrighted and trademarked logos
as part of the commune’s fund-raising efforts. The
Government says the scheme made a profit of
more than $10.5 million from 1981 to 1985.

Among the six counts of mail fraud and
three counts of racketeering on which Mr. Bhakti-
pada was convicted were those accusing him of
authorizing violence to maintain control over dis-
sident commune members. One count alleged that
Bhaktipada authorized the shooting death of Char-
les St. Denis, a commune member, in 1983.

The commune, located in Martinsburg,
WVa., complete with a golden monument erected
in Bhaktipada’s honor, is one of that state’s leading
tourist attractions (The New York Times, 6/21/
Pl

YMCA OFFICIAL FAILS
TO REPORT CHILD ABUSE

The executive director of the East Dallas
YMCA, Gigi Woodruff, 30, has been charged with
failing to report suspected child abuse in connec-
tion with the city’s largest molestation case.

The allegations against Woodruff are in-
tertwined with the molestation case involving for-
mer YMCA counselor David Wayne Jones. Jones,
20, was arrested March 7 on a charge of sexually
abusing a child while baby-sitting in the boy’s
home.

He later admitted to police that he had
molested at least 40 children who attended the East
Dallas YMCA. Of course, YMCA is the abbrevia-
tion for Young Men’s Christian Association (The
Dallas Morning News, 7/20/91).

AGLA ARIZONA MEETINGS

The Arizona Chapter of AGLA meets the
fourth Saturday of each month. Locations vary.
Call AGLA Arizona Director Doug McNeil for
meeting location and details. The phone number is
(602) 264-7432.
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HOUSTON SUNDAY BRUNCHES

Houston Sunday brunches will resume on
the last Sunday of August and will proceed monthly
on the last Sunday of each month. Brunch loca-
tions will vary until participants can decide on one
permanent location. To be a part of the Brunch
Bunch, call the office of AGLA at(713) 862-3283
and leave your telephone number for reminder of
time and location. Reserve the last Sunday of each
month for brunch with other AGLA members and
friends. Brunches are open to non-AGLA mem-
bers as well.

PINK ENVELOPES

Each newsletter mailing contains a pink
envelope. The pink envelope is enclosed for your
convenience. Use it for sending interesting news
clippings, letters or donations. All are needed and
appreciated, especially the latter.

If you happen to have an excess of unused
pink envelopes, please help AGLA by returning
them for our use. This will help save money for the
organization.

NOTIFICATION OF ADDRESS CHANGE
If you are planning on moving, please
notify AGLA of your new address. Notification
will allow uninterrupted receipt of our mailings
and will save the organization money. Every
returned piece of mail and postal address change
notification costs the organization first-class post-
age rates. Please remind us before you move.

SEND CARDS & LETTERS

Mark Franceschini, AGLA National Sec-
retary, has temporarily moved to Los Angeles for
medical care. Mark would appreciate your cards
and letters. His Los Angeles address is 6239 6th
Street, Los Angeles, CA 90048-4803. Mark is
scheduled to leave LA sometime during the first
week of September. Send your cards or letters in
time for him to receive them prior to his departure.
If you prefer, you may send any get-well cards to
the AGLA post office box address in Houston.

CLOSING

Please continue to send news clips from
newspapers and magazines. Please be sure that all
clips are identified as to source and date. AGLA
thanks you for your continued financial support.
Please contribute how you can. Itis important that
AGLA is well-financed.

The August edition will close with the
words of Oscar Wilde from Zhe Soul of Man Under
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Shallow speakers and shallow thinkers in pulpits
and on platforms often talk about the world s worship of
pleasure, and whine against it. But it is rarely in the
world’s history that its ideal has been one of joy and
beauty. The worship of pain has far more of ten dominated
the world. Medievalism, with its saints and martyrs, its
love of self-torture, its wild passion for wounding itself,
its gashing with Knives, and its whipping with rods —
Medievalism is real Christianity, and the medieval Christ
is the real Christ.
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CLASSIPHONE

Telephone Personals
New York's BEST 970 Classified Line

970-2525

($0.50 per minute/$1.50 for the first)
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Totally Homoerotic

Adults Only
New York City

970-1234

(80.50 per minute/$1.50 for the first)
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Membership Application

Yes, I wish to support the outreach of AGA, Inc.
Enclosed is my check for the amount checked
below:

$12 Student

$18 Senior Citizen
$24 Regular

$300 Corporate

$36 Household/Couple
$75 Sustaining

$150 Benefactor

$500 Life

Name

Address

City ST

Zip Code --

Phone ( )




