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A 1988 RECAP

The year 1988 was a very busy and full
on¢ for AGA. In this column we will
take vou back through the last tweive
monthe, hitting the high points of our
Very progressive year,

JANUARY

In January we began publishing our
newsletter again on a regular basis, [t
was announced in that Ffirst newsletter
of 1988 a2 new Dial-A-Gay-Atheist line
sorving the New York City area, (718)
899-1737. We also anncunced our with
that more women would become actlive
and invelved in AGA. Mark
Franceschini came on the sceme as your
new Chapter Coordinator and National
Secretary. Mark helped to Ffinalize
guidelines for the formation of new
chapters of AGA.

FEBRUARY

The February issue announced AGA's
picket of then presidential hopeful, Pat
Roberison, during a campaign stop in
Houston, Texas. Members of the
Houston Chapter of American Atheists
joined in the picket as we were
harraszed and threatened by U.S. Secret
Service agents. The February issue
also contained what has become 1983's
strongest  oditorial coacerning  the
March on Washington for Lesbian and
Gay Rights held in October, 1987. The
article analyzed the huge amounts of
money spenmt collectively by the
thousands in attendance and raised the
important question as to why our Qay
and Lesbian civil rights organizations
must continue to struggle for funding
when we, as & group, are so willing to
tpend money on ourselves.

MARCH
The March issue encouraged all to
register for the 1988 Convention of
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American Atheists which was w be held
in Minneapoliz the following month.
The editorial commented on the

scandale rocking the TV evangeliets.
We reported our desire to start more
Dial-A-Gay-Atheist lines in order to
further our outreach. We also
announced a2 financial goal for the
purpose of reaching out to those
suffering with AIDS. This issue
samouaced your Houstom  officers’
involvement with the Names Project
Quilt. We had no idea this would tura
into one of our biggest brouhahas of
1938.

APRIL

The April issue comtinued with stories
of the Names Project Quilt and how
Mark Franceschini and [ were trying to
keep religious activities out of the
opening and closing ceremonies duing
the Quiit's tour. Houston sponsors
were lrying to introduce religion under
the guise of “caadlelight vigils," etc.
It was reported that a letier had been
written (0 Cleve Jones, Ezxscutive
Director of the Names Project, asking
that in the official policy of non-
discrimination that Atheiste and other
non-religious persons be recognized by
including the words, "or lack thereof.”
after the word religioms. To thiz day,
this simple phrase has mot been added.
Therefore, continue writing to Cleve
Jones, The Names Project, P.O. Box
14573, San Pranciseco, Ca. 94114-0573.
After all, Atheists dis of AIDS too! The
April issus also featured an article by
Herbert L. McClelland, a member from
rural Ohio, who detailed hiz struggie of
being a Oay Atheist living in & small
town.

MAY

The May issue reproted on the
bhappenings at the 15th Annual. Silver
Apniversary Convention of American
Atheists  held  April  22-24  in
Mianeapolis. We mei a number of
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Lesbian and Gav Atheists there and Don
Sanders and Dominic Florio taped a
show for Atheism's omly television
talk show, The Tom and Laony Show,
of Portland, Oregon. We continued our
in-depth detail on the Names Project

Quile and religion's growing
involvement therein. Paul Neuwirth of
Memphis. Tennessee. waz  chosen

“Outspoken Atheist of the Month" due
w his letters which are regularly
published in THE COMMERCIAL
APPEAL, Memphis' daily newspaper.
You were reminded of Gay/Lesbian pride
wesk activities in Houston, New York,
and Memphis. Reprinted in the May
edition was an article abouwt Don
Sanders and ACA from the GLC VOICE
of Minneapolis. The article appeared
during the time of the American Atheist
Convention.

JUNE
The June issue detailed how the
religious succeeded in stealing the

memoriss of every single Atheist at the
Houston display during the Quilt's
stopover here on May & and 7, despile
their promises (o keep all events
tecular. The Houston display was the
largest om the Quilt's tour, outside

Washingion. Reporiz of religious
activitiezs began fillering in from other
areas as well, [t was annoumced that
Ben Akerley, author of the X-RATED
BIBLE, had agreed to be our guest
during Gay/Lesbian Pride Week. The
newsletter invited you to join us in a
picnic to celebrate the grand opening
of the new American Atheist General
Headquarters at Austin, Texas, on the
weekend of June 18 and 19. It was
annouaced that Memphis Gay/Lesbian
Atheists would be operating an
informational booth during Gay/Lesbian
Pride Woek. The "Assholes of the
Month" featured  paychic, Greths
Grammer. and her devout [ollower,
Michael Wilson, who brought her to
Houston during the month of May to
help heal AIDS patients. Mr. Wilson,
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who is heavily into New-Ageism, was
(he soon lost hiz job after our article
was published) the manager of a health
and fitness club here. Grethe Grammer
purports to be a Danish psychic whose
audio tapes (at omly $29.95 each) can
eventually heal anyone afflicted with
AIDS. James McClain of Columbus,
Ohio, was our "Atheist of the Month"
for making AGA the beneficiary of a
flight insurance policy before taking
off for Europe. We're glad that James
returned in fine condition. The "News
To Use" column kept you informed.

JULY/AUGUST

The months of July and August were

consolidated into ome due to vour
¢ditors’ involvement in Lesbian/Gay
pride activities, Names Project

activities, eotc. News of Pride Wesek
activities was reported from Memphis,
New York City, and Houston. It was
announced that Pat Robertson
disconnected his toll-free 800 lines due
to financial problems while Jerry
Palwell had reconnected his. That
number is still in operation at 1-800-
3435-8095. The “Atheist of the Month"
was Herbert Ault of South Florida for
his work in television and radio as an
openly Oay Atheist. The final page of
the Newsletter fentured an editorial
from the HOUSTON POST detwiling
AGA's Oay/Lesbian Pride Week event
which featured guest, Ben Akerley.

SEPTEMBER

The September Newsletter was a long
one, detailing our involvement in
'rying to get & monument containing an
open Bible removed from the grounds
of the Harris Couaty Civil Courts
Building. Letters of complaint were
formally written to Harris County
Commissioner's Court, and on the day
your two national officers were
scheduled (o address the Court, the
monument Bible was turned to Leviticus
20, Verse 13 which calls for death to
those who practice homosexuality. This
issue also deatiled how AGA managed to
remove (with the assistance of the
Houston Park Police) a cross from a
Houston ecity park. This issue
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contsined the reprined articles from
both major Houston newspapers of the
stories  about the illegal Bible
monument and our involvement
requesting its removal. Also reprinted
was a feature editorial from THIS WEEK
IN TEXAS by your Natiomal Director
detailing how ministers are taking
advantage of the AIDS crizes by
"attacking” AIDS patiente in their
hospital rooms, while your National
Secretary detailed in =nother feature
editorial from the same magazine AGA's
activist stance through the years and

ended with our pogition on the
Chrietian intrusion into the Names
Project Quilt.

OCTOBER

The problems got deeper and heavier
with  reports from the October
Newsletter. We told you of how AGA
had beenm denied entrance into Dallas’
Texas Freedom Parade during September
simply because we represenisd
Gay/Lesbian Atheism and how, as a
result of this discrimination, we
obtained 2 Temporary Restraining Order
(TRO) from a Dallas County court in
order to exercise our right to freedom
of expression in the Dallas
Lesbian/Gay Pride parade of September
25. Then, we related the story of the
arrest warrant for Dom Sanders for

allegedly breaking into the “sacred”
Harris Couaty Bible monument,
stealing the Bible from within, and

replacing the Bible with a COay skin
magazine. Bond was et at $1,000
while the prese reported my arrest and
detainment in county jail, contrary to
the fact that | was mever im jail nor
detsined. Instead, upon learning of the
arrest warrant, | immediately contacted
an attorney friend who sccompanied me
to post the necessary bond so as to
avoid  arrest, News of AGA"s
incorporation was detailed in the
October newsletter while Jay Campbell
of Dallas was named as the "Atheist of
the Month" for being the only Atheist
(non-Gay at that) to have the guts to
march with us at the Texas Freedom
Parade in which we had to legally Fight
in order to participate.
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NOYEMBER

The November izasue detailed my first
appearance in court over the trumped up
charges of damaging the Bible
monumnent and told how the District
Attorney's office was out to get the
faggot Atheist and put him behind bars.
You were thanked for gsending the
National Office donations for our legal
battle in Dallaz, Tezas, where we had
already spent some 3$2,600 by that
time. Justice does not come [ree!!
Winter Solstice events in both New
York City and Houston were announced
while news came from Seattle that
Dominic Florio had been interviewed by
SEATTLE GAY NEWS. The Newalotter
detailed how science had finally
declared the Shroud of Turin to be =
genuine fake (as we had known it o be
all along) as the first Uay Atheist
classified appeared therein.

DECEMBER

More detnils were given about my
second court appearance during the
month of November for the “crime” of
deszecrating = Bible monument. THE
AMERICAN ATHEIST MAGAZINE printed
an article about the monument incident
in their October edition. More news
came to you from Dallas about our legal
battles with the Dallaz Tavern QGuild,
the sponsors of the Texas PFreedom
Parade. Also in November, the State of
Texas [linally recognized AGA a2 a
corporation, so we immediately began
filling out the myriad of paperwork
necessary for application for 301 (c)(3)
siatus. Ben Akerley took "A Look At
Atheist Homophobia” az we reported on
more news from Herb Ault's radio talk
thow circuil.

CURRECT AFFAIRS
Wiater Solstice

AGA raised 3107 from donstions of
guests at the Houston Winter Solstice
affair held December 10 at the home of
Mark Franceschini and Don Sanders. All
proceeds have gome (oward paying
Dallas legal expenses.
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AGA oa TV

On December 3. Mark and | were invited
by Jon Murray, President of American
Atheists, to tape 3 editions of the
American Atheist TV Forum. Check
your local cable listings so that you
don't miss these segments.

Atheists Reclaim Harvey Milk

On November 27, 1938, Don Sanders
spoke at the Celebration of Life Rally
which commemorsted the 10th
anniversary of the assassination of
Harvey Milk. [t was pointed out to the
receplive crowd that Harvey Milk
considered himself an Atheist. A copy
of the speech is planned for mext
month's issue, as weil as letters of
public reaction. Yes, we've generated
more controversy!!

Phil Dopahue

James McClain of Ohio recently zemt a
letter to the producers of the Phil
Donahue Show suggesting the activities
of AGA as a Ffuture topic. Within a
week after DONAHUE received James'
letter, | was contacted by Jose Pretlow,
producer of the show. We will keep
you informed as more develops.

IRS

We have just been notified by the
internal Revenue Service that AGA,
[ne.'s application for laxz-exempt status
has been received and that ail
paperwork is in good order and i:
currently being reviewed for approval.
We hope that within the next Ffew
montht we will be notifying you that
your contributions may be deducted
from your 1040. This status will help
the CAUSE Project's funding and in the
receipt of graats for helping Atheists
with AIDS.

AGA Wias io Dallas Court Battie

On Monday, December 19, in the 29%th
District Court of Dallas, Couaty,
Tezas, Judge Adolph Canales ruled that
the Plaintiffs, Don Sanders and
American Jay Atheists, in the Cause of

Don Sanders and American Gay Atheists
ve. Dallas Tavern Guild, are entitled to
recover damages as set forth, Logether
with interest, atiorney's fees, as well
as all court costs incurred. The court
decreed that Don Sanders and AGA are
to recover from the Dallas Tavern Guild
and its members and/or partners the
principal sum of 31,646.90 as actual
damages, and posi-judgement interest
on the total judgemenmt sum of
$4,493.08 at the rate of 10% per annum
from the date of judgement until paid.
In addition. it was decreed that in the
event that AGA has to defend an appeal
to the Court of Appeals by the
Defendsnt, that we have judgement
against the Defendant for the additional
sum of $3,000 as a reasonable
attorney's fee. We have no idea when
we might be paid, but we Feel good
knowing that what we have spent thus
far has been ordered refunded by the
Court, Further Jlegal actions are
currently being considered against the
Dallas Tavern Juild for attempting to
thwart our Constitutional rights to free
speech. You will be kept informed.

Doa Saaders Gets "Deferred”

I returned to Hasris Couaty Criminal
Court on December 1 in the Harris
County Bible Monument case in which [
was accused of stealing a Bible. Refer
to the November and December issues
or to the October AMERICAN ATHEIST
MAGAZINE for a nmore detailed
background. It was revealed at this
hearing that the witness for the Star of
Hope Mission (the self-proclaimed
owner of the monument) was a Harris
Couaty Constable employed by the
Harrizs County Sheriff's Department. At
this revelation and with a threat by the
DA's represeniative to turn my trial
into a ‘“media circus,” my atltorney
advised me (0 accept 3 semlemce of
"Deferred Adjudication.” *Deferred
Adjudication” means that after a
probationary period of ome year (which
has just recemtly beem cut to 6
months), there will be no record of
criminal actvity on my  bebalf
providing that I am a "good boy’
during this period.

AMERICAN GAY ATHEISTS
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Why did | not take this to (rial given
that there was absolutely no evidence
of any damage done (o the monument
and the charges were trumped up? Given
the fact that [ am sn outspoken Gay
Atheist acuivist and coupied with the
fact that my onmly witness, who iz my
housemats and lover, iz also Atheist
and Gay and wouid have reiused (o lake
an oath of “so help me God" in a courst
of law and would thus have been held in
Contempt of Court, *Deferred
Adjudication” was about the best an
infidel Gay Atheist could have hoped
for under the circumstances. And
besides, our words agninst those of a
police officer? Come on!

However, all iz not settled in this
matter. | have received legal counsel
from the staff aitorney at American
Atheist Qenersi Headguarters and we are
working on taking this affair Further. |
am not at liberty to reveal amy details
herein at this time due to the sensilive
nature of our plans, however, this
might prove to be one that will blow
the socks off many officials in local
government here. You will be informed
as soonm as | am given the green light.

Atheists Dackes Virgia Mary

On Friday, Jaovaray 6, 1939, the
HOUSTON POST and HOUSTON
CHRONICLE newspapers detsiled how a
floodlight at a nearby carwash plays an
“unexpisnined role” in the glowing light
in northeast Harriz County (Tezas) that
has attracted thousandes of viewers,
many claiming to see images of the
Virgin Mary and Jesus in il, according
to the national director of American
Oay Atheists.

Out of curiosity of reporiza of the
Virgin Mary sightinge which have
attracted thousands of people to a junk

yaud in a small commuanity called
Barrett Station northeast of Housion,
Mark and | decided to wvisit Ilast

Wednesday night amd check it out for
ourselves. The phenomenon had
already beem reported om  Fox
Television's A CURRECT AFFAIR and
we wanted to go out and report back L
you our interpretation of the Iatest
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Virgin Mary sightinge. We never
dreamed that we would solve the
mystery and get attacked all in omne
night.
» arrived at the site at about 8$:30
#. on Wednesday evening to find
ibat  several hundred people were

already waiting to get their blessing
from the holy vigin whose image was
being projected on a table top sitting
at & 30 degree angle on the ground of a
junk yard full of abandoned cars, scraps
of tin, and piles of wood, all of which
the retired owner sold in a sideline
business.

After realizing that it would take us 2
to 3 houre of s:tanding in line before
ever getling a glimpese of something we
knew to be a fraud, we decided to go
around the back of the junk ward lot
ind try to sneak a peek Ffrom behind
since we had our trusty binoculars with
us. As soon as we setiled in at our
inauthorized viewing location,
cbscenities started coming from within
the fenced area telling us to "get the
hell away.” A rock soon flew and hit
Mark in the eye, causing no injury
except discomfort. It zo happened (hat
iwo local fellowe observed the
ocourence and said to us, "We know
where the Virgin Mary is coming
from." "See that floodlight over
there?"  (Pointing to a floodlight on
the back of a 25 cent carwash.) " That's
vour Virgin Mary." We then followed
hem over to the lightbuld which was

pointing in the direction of the
sighting. One man reached up and
unscrewed the bulb and within one

minute 6 large and cursing men came
over and rescrewed the bulb. VOILA!
The mystery had already been solved.

I contacted the media the next day and
informed them of our discovery. The
next evening, Thursday, a news radio
station asked Mark and me to join them
to show them our discovery the night
before. We gladly accepted the
invitation for we wanted to dispel
superstition and Further establish our
credibility with the media.

When we arrived we found the lightbulb
being guarded by a teenage boy who
carried a long flashlight, an older man
who claimed that he had been hired by
the car wash’'s owner to guard the

R e M e T
AMERICAN GAY ATHEISTS

property that night, AND even an armed
Harriz County Deputy Sheriff came by
and spent quite & while there.

Then when the keepers of the gate at
the Virgin Mary zite would not allow
the news media enirance uniess they
stood in line with the rest of the
faithful, we had convinced the media
that we were right about the hoax.

The interview aand report were heard
over KTRH Newe Radio that evenming,
and the two major momning papers both
called me for comments that anight.
Stories appeared the next day. The
media has begum (o recognize us as
being credible and now does not focus
on the fact that we use the word "QGay”
in our title. [t iz simply accepted.

Strike up another one for us Atheists!!
SEATTLE GAY NEWS

Prom New York comes the word that
SEATTLE GAY NEWS has finally
published an interview it conducted
with our Natiomal Vice-President,
Dominic Florio, during the month of
October on his vieit to Seattle. The
interview will be published in the
February Newsletter.

DIAL A GAY ATHRIST

(718) 899-1737...New York
(713) 880-4AGA...Houston

Beginning with the New VYear, the
Houston Dial-A-Gay-Atheist will feature
on Mondays only, a recording by
Charles and Kay Luand of the Central
Ohio Chapter of American Atheists
called “Highlights of This Week in
Religious History.” The series details
events in religious history (many the
religious would like to forget) for the
coming week. DBe sure to Dial-A-Gay-
Atheist for more sduoation. Our thanks
to Charles and Kay Lund for providing
this fascinating information.

NEWS TO USE

Dallas, Tx. ...

State District Judge
acknowledged Thursday,
that the

Jack Hampton
Descember 15,
sexual orienlation of two
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murder victims played a2 part in his
decision to semtemce their 13-year old
killer to 30 years in prison instead of
to the mazimum life sentence.
"These two guys that got Kkilled
wouldn't bave been killed if they hadnm't
been cruising the streets picking up
teenage boys,” Hamptom said. "I donm't
care much for queers crusing the streets

picking up teenmage boys. [I've pgot a
teenage boy myself.”
Hampton said he  rejecied the

proseculors’ request (o sentence Richard
Lee Bedoarski to life in prison for
killing two Oay men in Reverchom Park
in part because, in his opinion,
Bednarski’'s victims "were not entirely
blameless.” The sentence would have
been much stiffer, Hampton said, had

Bednarski  killed "2  couple of
housewives out shopping, not hurting
aaybody.”

The boys testified they had been
standing on a street cormer jesring at
passers-by when Bedoarski persuaded
another boy to join him in & plan to
beat and rob Trimble and Griffin (the
victims) who had invited the boys into
their car. The four them drove to
Reverchon Park and walked to a hilltop
clearing.
Hampton said of the imcidenmt, "I think
it was understood by everybody that
they went into the bushes for some oral
sex.”
The only oral activity that took place
wae & gua being forced imto the mouth
of Tom Trimble who died immediately.
Uriffin was then shot as he was
crawling to escape.

Testimony never revealed if sex was
ever the motive. Instead it was
revealed that Bednarski ordered his two
viclims to remove their clothes. When
they refused, Bednarski drew a pistol
and killed Trimble and Griffin.
AGA urges you to write a letter of
complaint against Judge Jack Hampton
requesting the State Commissioner on
Judicial Conduct o “consider the
actions filed by the Texas Human
Rights Foundation.” The address is:

Robert Flowers, Executive Director
State Commissioner on Judicial Conduct
PO Box 12265, Capital Station

Austin, Texas 78711.

Even though you may mnot reside in
Texas, write anyway!
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San Francizco, Ca. ...

Members of 2 Gav and Lesbian group of
Catholics, who for 15 years have
attended a special Mase celebrated For
them in a San Francisco church, were
told Saturday, November 19, 1938, by
Archbishop John Quinn that their
weekly service was being cancelled.
Daniel Cota, a spokesperson for
Dignity, the Oay Catholic group whose
members met at St. Mary's Cathedral
with Quinn, said, "The archbishop felt
in good conscience he could not allow
ug to remain at St. Boniface.” Cota
said the dispute that led to his group's
banishment was itz unyielding belief
that being Gay and being Catholic were
not incompatible.

Washington, D.C. ...

Max Robinson, whoe became the [irst
Black news anchor on American
network television, died of

complications due to AIDS on Tuesday,
December 27 at age 49.

Washington, D.C. ...

A UGay man who says he was forced to
resign from the Naval Academy, after
admitting his homosexuality two
months before his scheduled graduation,
asked a Federal court recently to order
his reinstatoment.

Joseph C. Steffan, 24, of Moorhead,
Mn., claimed in the suit filed in U.S.
District  Court  that his  “forced
separation” from the academy violated
his  conmstitutional rights of [free
speech, due process and equal
protection under the law.

Paula. L. Euelbrick, legal director for
the Lambda Legal Defense and Education
Fund, a GQay rights advocacy group
acting as Steffan’'s legal counsel, said
that, to her knowledge, the suit iz the

first of its kind against a service
academy.

Houston, Tx. ...

AGA has recenmtly learned  that

astronaut, Guy Cardner, asked a local
Christian radio station here to make a
cassetle tape for him to carry into
space on the space shutile Atlantis.
Each of the radic annouacers at the
station taped a religious song for the
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agtronaut. An autographed photo of
Guy Gardner now hangs on the wail of
the KSBJ Radio studio.

Mezxico Citly, Mexico ...

Mezxico City's popuiation will top 27
million by the year 2010 and couid be
sven greater if the flow of migranis to
the capital iz not stemmed, according
to a governmeni-sponsored study by the
Colegio de Mezxico.

Mezico City is already t(he most
populous city in the world with 20
million people. (A study should be

conducted on the Romam church's role
of over population and poverty in this
country.)

Rome, ltaly ...

Pope John Paul II recently beatified an
13th--century missionary, the Rev.
Junipero Serra, bringing the
controversial pioneer of the American
West within one step of sainthood.

“His great goal,” Joha Paul said, "was
to bring the gospel to the Native
People of America, so that they too
might be consecraled in the truth.”

Some American Indians have protested
the beatificaion of Father Serra.
saying he physically mistreated their
ancestors and that he was part of a

colonial system that eradicated their
culture. (This indicates the type of
individual the Vatican holds in high
2gleem. )

New York. N.Y. ...

Kellie Everts, the self-proclaimed
*stripper for God,” bas recently filed a
$40 million suit against tabloid talk

show host, Morton Downey, Jr., for
calling her filthy names and
“bodyslamming” her on stage. The
stripper claims she makes the most

tasteful videos in the U.S5. that depict a
woman dominating a man. However,
she ciaims she has not had sex in 10
years. "How many other women do you
know that make sex films without
showing
their income
Everts.

sex and who give much of
to the

church,” asked
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Pineville, N.C. ...

A federal grand jury recently indicted
Jim Bakker, founder of the PTL
ministries, 2nd former aide Richard
Dortch om charges of diverting more
that 34 million in PTL money to their
own use. Each was charged with 8
counts of mail fraud, 15 counts of wire
fraud, and ome coumt of comspiracy to
commit wire and mail fraud. Bakker's
wife, Tammy, was not indicted. (Let's
see all the rest of the TV evangelist
crooks charged as well.)

Detroit, Mi. ...
The Romaa Catholic archdiocese of
Detroit has decided to close 15 parishes
but granted a year's reprieve o 183
otheres that were slated For closing.
Auxiliary Bishop Thomas Gumbleton
said the one-year reprieve would give
the 13 parishes a year to demonsirate
their viability and place the fate of the
parizshes directly in parishomers’ bands.
He said that to remain open, the
parishes will have to expand their
congregations and ministries. (More
evidence that religion is in trouble.)

If you have news that you think will be
of interest (o our readers, then szend
news clips, preferably dated and the
name of the publication included, (o
AGA, PO Box 66711, Houstom, Tx.
77266-6711.

UPCOMING EVENTS

AMERICAN ATHEIST CONVENTION
Make your plan: now (o attend the 19th

Annual Convention of Ameriean
Atheists, March 24 -- 26, in San
Diego, California. The Convention

will be held at the brand new Masriott
Hotel in Mission Valley. Write
American Atheists, PO Box 140195,
Austin, Tx. 78714-0195, Ffor full
details. ACA members will be there
and a special meeting is planned.

MARCH ON AUSTIN FOR LESBIAN AND
GAY RIGHTS

American Cay Atheists is ome of the

officially-sponsoring organizations of

the March on Austin for Lesbian and

Gay Rights to be heid in Austin, Texas,
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April 29 -- May 1, 1989. On Saturday,
April 29, AGA s spomsoring “A
Lesbian and Gay Atheist Awakening”
brunch at the Driekill Hotel in Austin.
Ticket prices for the delicious brunch
are being priced at only $17.30. Dr.
Madalyn Murray O'Hair, Founder of
American Atheists, Jon G. Murnay,
President of American Atheists, and
Robin Murray O'Hair, Editor of THE
AMERICAN ATHEIST magazine, are
scheduled special guestz at the brunch.
See special insert to make your
reservations early, Join Gay and
Lesbian Atheistz in the state capitol of
Tezas to demand equal protection under
the law. SUPPORT AGA AND
LESBIAN/OAY RIGHTS!!! Come 1o
Austin.

EDITOR'S COMMENTS

lInstead of writing a lot of commentary,
I will make this shor.

First, thanks for your support in 1988,
and your continued interest in 1939,
We are trying to make AGA work for sll
of you, everywhere. Bui, we do aeed
your help. Yes, our inieresi does seem
to conmcentrate in and around Houston,
Texas, but this is only becausze we are
headquartered hers.  Remember, you,
oo, can have an influence in your area.

Examples are Paul Neuwinh's letter
writing activities in Memphis,
Tennessee, and Herb Ault's guesmt

appearances on radio and TV talk shows
in South Florida. Wheaever Dominie
Florio travels, he always tries 1o
contact the press for am interview.
There are so many things which can be
done in your ares to help spread
Atheism. OQet involved! Let us hear
‘ron you and keep us informed as to
7hat is going on in your area.

We plan on getting our CAUSE Project
operating sometime this year.
assistance will be needed to make this
a success. We will be needing people
from all over the couatry to wuse as
referrals for direct assistance needs and
for resource information.

Please do mnot hesitate to coamtact the
Houston or New York office and Board
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Members with any comments or advice.
We are always open (o suggestions.
Have a Dial A Gay Atheist idea? Send
it either to New York or Houston.

Please look at your mailing label to
delermine your membership sialus and
expiration date. Membership dues
account for the majority of our income.
Please renew on time as il ia important
to the continuation of our work.

Don't forget to szend in your classified
ads to meet other Atheists. The cost is
only 10 cents per word with a 25 word
maximum, Advertise your service or
business a2z well. Buginess ads are
slightly higher. Write for details.

We're off to another year of activism
and adveaturs. Thanke for joining ibe

Atheist Activist team! Together, we
can make a difference.

DALLAS
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Come Celebrate with American Gay Atheists as they sponsor.....

A LESBIAN & GAY ATHRIST AWARENING

April 28th thru May ist 1989 Lesbians & Gays from all over the Lone Star State will
converge on Austin, Texas, during the first March On Austin For Lesbian & Gay Rights.
AGA is an official sponsor of this important event and will host a Saturday brunch for the
non-religious cailed A Lesbian & Gay Atheist Awakening.” The following Atheists will
get your weekend started:

Dr. Madalyn Murray O'Hair, Founder of American Atheists

Mr. Jon Murray, President of American Atheilsts

Ms. Robin Murray O'Hair, Editor, THE AMERICAN ATHEIST Magazine

Mr. Don Sanders, National Director & Co-founder, American Gay Atheists

Mr. Dominic Florio, National Vice-President & Co-founder, American Gay Atheists
and many others!

The brunch will be held at:
The Driskill Hotel
6th & Brazos
Austin, Tx (800) 252-9367
DATE: Saturday, April 29, 1989 TIME: 9:30am to 11:30am

Cost 817.50 per/person (before April 15th)
$20.00 per/person (after April 15th)
no tickets available the day of the event

If you cannot support us by attending. your financial support will be greatly
appreciated to help defray the cost of the event.

Special arrangements have been made for accommodations at the Driskill Hotel
which are a flat room rate of $55.00. So bring a frlend and share costs. To make
reservations, call 1 800 252-9367 and tell them you are attending the March on Austin.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- Emmeseeeeas

Yes! | will be in Austin with Don Sanders and Dr. Madalyn Murray O'Hair to help with
the fight for Lesbian and Gay rights! Pleagse send __ tickets at $17.50 eoch
($20.00 after April 15th) t0.........cevvennes

NAME__

ADDRESS APT NO.

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE _( )

Enclosed Is my check or money order made payable to AGA for §
and an additional donationof § foraTotalof §

mail fo: American Gay Atheists. Inc.
PO Box 66711
Houston, TX 77266-6711
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SPEECH GIVEN IN MEMORY
OF HARVEY MILK AT THE
CELEBRATION OF LIFE
RALLY, November 27, 1988

When | was asked to speak at
tonight's rally which
commemorates the 10th

anniversary of the assassination of
Harvey Milk, | was wondering just
what | might say since | did not
know Harvey personally. So, |
began to read and do research,
soon realizing that he was quite an
extraordinary person.

Being an open and avowed Atheist,
| was primarily interested if
Harvey prescribed to any
particular religious notions. You
know, one's religious ascriptions
can determine how one thinks and
can tell a lot about the motives
behind one's actions. | found out in
my research that Harvey described
himself as  ‘“ultra-progressive”
politically, and philosophically he
described himself as a “concerned
humanist.”

Well, | was estatic! You know, a
humanist is just a step or two to
the right of an Atheist. | further
found out that Harvey Milk, not
long before he was shot, told a
number of his good friends that
when he died that he did not wish
for any religious songs or
ceremony, Now, | know that this
revelation has disappointed some of

you here tonight, for some
Christians will try to steal the
memories of anyone, especially

those of noteriety after they are
dead, and swear they were fuli-
fledged practioners of  their
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religion even when, in fact, they
were not. But this has always been
a common practice of the religious
and will continue Lo persist until
more of us stand up against it.

Actually, Harvey hailed from a
Jewish family. Like a lot of us
later in life, Harvey realized that
Judeo-Christianity is not and never
has been our friend, but, instead,
is our greatest enemy.

Harvey Milk also realized that if
Gays and Lesbians are ever to
attain equality of civil rights as
outlined in our Constitution, we
must be willing to abandon our
closets and elect our own people to
offices of public trust in city,
county, state, and federal
positions. Bul, because he saw the
Gay community so politically
fragmented, he recognized there
was little chance for us to combat
the forces of the right wing who
are our enemy, Gay people, he
complained, were too unwilling to
part with even a dollar o give
toward advancing their own civil
rights, They would, instead, think
nothing of spending any amounts of
money on the pursuit of pleasure,
but when asked to give to a Gay or
Lesbian civil rights organization,

there was little if anything
offered. Harvey pointed oul that
Jews comprise only around 3

percent of the total U.S. population
and that Blacks comprise around 10
percent =-- about the same
percentage as we Gays -- but look
at the political and economic power
these two groups wield compared
to that of Gays and Lesbians. Ten
years after the death of Harvey
Milk, we are still basically where
we were in 1978, simply because

P.O. BOX 66711

of our factioning, our
closetedness, and our unwillingness
to fund our own organizations and
candidates.

Of course, Harvey died before the
AIDS epidemic lashed out at us. |
think he would have been proud that
more Gays and Lesbians have
become active as a result of this
disease because of the extra
burden of discrimination it has
fostered. However, we are still
about where we were in regards to
matters of equality of civil rights
before the AIDS epidemic. If we
were to direct as much effort in
demanding our equality as we
direct toward matters of AIDS,
there is no doubt we would begin to
ses a difference.

Most Gays, | would dare say, do
nol even know that there has been
a House Bill, HR-709, known as the
“Gay Bill of Rights™ which has been
stalled in the House of
Representatives for nearly four
years, it was introduced on
January 3, 1985, by Congressman
Ted Weiss (D-NY), together with
49 co-sponsors., A bill that has
been stalled this long is not going
anywhere! Yel, within the last
couple of months, the Christian
Family Renewal group has picked up
on it and is flooding the nation with
mailings begging for funding to stop
this bill.

The bill is dead anyway!! The
mailings are replete with “scare
tactics®™ and often hysterical in
tone with the ultimate bottom line
of “send money.” Bul we, by our
own complacency, are allowing our
enemy Lo use this dead bill to
collect millions of dollars off the
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homophobia of nimble-brained
Christians to further their own
goals of hatred and discrimination.
Incidentially, it should be noted
that Congressman Robert Dornan
(R, CA) is on the advisory board of
Christian Family Renewal.

Harvey Milk was right! Even in the
face of clear cut discrimination,
we Gays will not mobilize
ourselves, recognize our enemy,
and fund the battle. We have seen
our government refuse funding for
AIDS research for years while
thousands of our friends have died.
We continue to be harassed,
harraunged, and arrested by
homophobic cops every day. We
continue to have laws on the books
which make us illegal in many
states, including Texas. We should
be ashamed that we are the only
minority left in this country which
has laws against us as a group, and
we should start, right now, to
change those laws.

Like Harvey said, if every Gay
person would simply give a dollar
toward electing our own to
positions of public trust in city,
state, and federal government, or
to our own educational and civil
rights  organizations, what a
difference we could make.

In my opinion, Harvey Milk was a
man who was right on target. But,
like many who are on target with
their words and actions, he became
the target of a homophobic bigot
like Dan White, We must keep the
memory of Harvey Milk fresh in
our minds every day. He was an
ordinary man who set out to show
us that one person can make a
difference. He left a legacy of
reason for us te fellow. The man
who called himself a “concerned
humanist®™ knew that the greatest
impediment standing in our way to
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equality of civil and human rights
was first, ourselves, and second,
Judeo-Christian tradition which
has been the stifler of free
thought, research, and scientific
inquiry for tens of centuries, and
remains the torturer and kiiler of
Lesbian women and Gay men to this
very day. Harvey Milk realized
that before we can attain freedom ,
there first must be a revolution
belween our ears.

Remember these words that Harvey
said of the right wing Christian
forces: ‘“Equality is a dirty word
to them! They're afraid we're
going to do unto them what they
have done unto us."

But, Harvey continued: “...Funding
is the key Lo Gay politics, to any
politics -- in this country, money
doesn’t just talk, it commands.”
Thank you.

EDITOR'S COMMENTS

The preceding speech was well
received by the crowd on hand at
the City Hall reflecting pool thal
cold November night.

At the rally which commemorated
the 10th anniversary of the
assassination of Harvey Milk, the
local MCC choir opened the
ceremony with 3 religious songs,
followed by the "Rev.” Gloria Rool
of the same MCC. Her speech
absolutely had nothing to do with
with Lhe life or death of Harvey
Milk. Instead, she spoke of the
need for Lesbians and Gay men to
welcome “spirituality” into their
lives, without which happiness
could not be expecled. Milk
probably did flips in his grave!

In a letter sent to THIS WEEK IN
TEXAS magazine, Mark

P.O. BOX 66711

Franceschini pointed out the fact
that the religious never fall to
proselytize, regardless of Lthe
circumstances. That letter is
reprinted herein, along with a
series of Christian attacks against
Atheists. Also reprinted in this
newsletter is a response from me
over the allegation of a "certain
Gay Atheist™ who stole a Bible
from a downtown  (Houston)
monument. This series of letters
appears on 8 separate page herein.

It is an extremely positive thing to
take every opportunity pessible to
keep Atheism at the forefront of
the minds of Lesbians and Gays.
One letter of an Atheist viewpoint
can spark much intelligent
crossfire, | encourage you to
write letters Lo the editors of your
newspapers and Gay press at every
opportunity. If there does not
seem Lo be an appropriate
opportunity, then create one.

MARCH ON AUSTIN

The “spirit® of the March on
Washington will once again be rerun
on a more local level in what is
being billed as The March on Austin
for Lesbian/Gay Equal Rights.

Some purposes of Lthe march on the
nation's largest state capitol city
are the adoption of laws to provide
protection of the equal civil rights

of Gay and Lesbian people and
specific laws banning
discrimination based on sexual

orientation; reproductive freedom
and the right to control our own
bodies; repeal of Section 21.06 of
the Texas Penal Code which
criminalizes Lesbian and Gay
people; legal recognition of Lesbian
and Gay relationships, including
parental rights and adoption;
substantial increases in funding and
easier access Lto effective AIDS

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77266-6711
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prevention education, funding and
expansion for research; an end to
all soclal, economic, judicial and
legal oppression of Lesbian and Gay
people, and people of every race,
gender ability, class, ethnicity,
IDEOLOGY (please take note of this
term as It was your Gay Atheist
leaders who managed to have it
included. Also note the absence of
the word faith), transgenderal
orientation and sexual orientation;
and an understanding that the
struggles of Gay and Lesbian people
are affected by racism and sexism
which oppress people of color and
women. The March will call for an
end to racism and sexism within
the Gay and Lesbian community and
in the larger society and support
the right of self-determination,

March events are scheduled from
April 28 - May 1, 1989. American
Gay Atheists is sponsoring a
Lesbian and Gay Atheist Awakening
brunch on Saturday, April 29,
1989, between 9:30 AM and 11:30
AM at the Driskill Hotel, 6th &
Brazos Streets in Austin. The
Hotel is Lhe headquarter hotel for
March activities, We have invited
the Murray-0'Hair family to be our
special guests, so you won't want
to miss this event. In fact, we are
encouraging you to buy vyour
tickets early so that we may have
an idea as Lo the number of people
who will attend. The cost of the
delicfous brunch is $17.50 per
person., No tickets will be sold
after April 15! The hotel requires
a head count by this date, so it is
imperative that you purchase your
tickets in advance. Purchase your
tickets NOW. Please attend.

Besides many Texans who will be
attending the March, we understand
that some Lesbian and Gay Athelsts
from other states will be here as
well. So make your plans now!

AMERICAN GAY ATHEISTS

Send your check or money order of
$17.50 for each ticket to AGA, PO

Box 66711, Houston, Tx, 77266,
Do it now!
AMERICAN ATHEIST
CONVENTION

1989 is promising to be a very
exciting year for Atheists., Not
only do we have a chance to meet
and make an impact at the March on
Austin, but we also have the great
opportunity to comingle and
participate in the exciting 1989
Convention of American Atheists.
Please check out the bright orange
flyer accompanying this
newsletter, This year's
Convention will be like none you've
ever attended. We'll be there!
Will we see you?

MORE FROM YOUR EDITOR

This past year, we have seen a

greal interest in AGA like never
before. It has been encouraging to
see the amount of Interest shown in
this organization, Throughout
1987, | was becoming very
discouraged because interest was
waining, and, as a result, my
involvement plunged to new lows as
well. This is why newsletter
production was  sporadic and
activity was also at an all time
low, Of course, personal and
business problems played their fair
share in my lack-lustre attitude
too. But, complacency on the part
of the membership's constituency
was a major factor. Had it not
been for Mark Franceschini's
desire to rekindle the sparks
already stoked by your WNational
Director and  National Vice-
President, we would not have
experienced the exciting year we
had in 1988,
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I must be honest with you, though,
and not lead you to believe that all
is well, that we have no problems,
that we have no woes., We receive
many ingquiries here at National
asking for free samples of our
newsletters, brochures, and
overall general information. Hany
of Lhese letiers state the writer's
excitement of finding out there is
an organization that specifically
addresses the problems of Lesbian
and Gay Atheists. We, too, are
excited by every single letter we

receive and hurriedly fill the
inquirer's envelope with an
introductory letter, a recent

newsletter, and, most importantiy,
a membership application. After
sending the introductory packet.
we usually always send our next
regular newsletter along with
another membership application
even without having received any
donation from the inquiring party.
Wwe wait and we hope that our new
inquirer will return  her/his
application along with a check for
membership. We wail and we hope!

Approximately one person pays
dues for every fifteen who inquire,
Our computer files are filled with
hundreds of names and addresses of

individuals who have obviously
given AGA some consideration.
Many letters arrive here simply

asking to be placed on our mailing
list without asking for membership
rates. As much as we'd love Lo
send everyone in the world Atheist
material, It is simply impossible to
do this free of charge.

In fact, the more free material we
continue to send, the more
inquirers who never send us a
cent, the more who do not renew
their memberships on time, and the
more freeloaders who expect a
free ride, the more the quality of
our newsletters will continue to be
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less than first rate due to the
added costs for which we do not
receive compensation.

This newsletter is running a bit

late this month because the
software program on which we
publish this newsletter has

developed a computer “virus.” As
| was Ltyping this newsletter at
1:30 A.M. the other night, |
completely lost the entire two
pages | had typed. You have no
idea how depressing and
frustrating this can be until you've
experienced this for yourself,

We have also been patiently
awaiting the arrival of a new
newsletter program we ordered
from a computer software company
in New Jersey. This program was
ordered well over three weeks ago
when it was first realized that our
current program had a “virus." In
fact, the January newsletter was
completely rewritten due to our
“bug.” Nevertheless, we received
a telephone call two days ago
telling us both the program and the
extra memory necessary for its
operation were on back order and
would not be here for several more
weeks. Such is life! Thus, please
understand that we are trying to
continually upgrade the visual
quality of this publication.

We know that you Gay and Lesbian
Atheists are out there in every
large and small town in America. It
is most discouraging and
frustrating that only about one in
fifteen inquirers care enough about
separation of government and
religion and Gay Atheist civil
rights to send in a minimum $24 a
vear ($2 a month). If all the
freeloaders simply would pay the
minimum subscription rate, Mark
and | (and you paying members)
would not be having to dig down
into our pockets to support this
organization and fund such vital
activites like publishing a regular
newsletter.

AMERICAN GAY ATHEISTS

The membership application has
several categories of various
monetary denominations, Two
which are abused the most are the
senior citizen and student
categories., Our Board of Directors
has conferred this past month and
unanimously decided that the senior
citizen category is reserved for
those over the age of 65 with a
limited fixed income. The student
rate should only be paid by persons
who are full time high school
students, full time college or
university students, or those
attending an institution of higher
iearning on a part time basis while
also working part time to support
his/her  educational endeavors.
Because of abuae by those who do
not fall into the parameters of
these two membership calegories,
all future applications for senior
citizen  recognition must be
accompanied by proof of age and
/or proof of low income status, All
student membership applications
must be accompanied by a copy of a
current student ID. We simply
must tighten the financial belt, and
the first place to do this is to
tighten the abuse,

We must continue to respond
quickly and promptly to inquirers'
letters and send them an additional
month's mailing. However, if that
person has not yet joined after two
mailings, we can not afford to keep
that person on the mailing list. It's
not fair to those of you who pay
your dues on time, nor is it fair to
those of us who stuff envelopes and
lick stamps every month.

Every single envelope containing a
regular monthly mailing has a
printed address label with your
membership status and membership
expiration date., It is important
that you check the expiration date
on the front of this envelope as
your renewal is important to the
continual success of this
organization. Money is just as
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important as your direct
involvement and activism.
AGA manages to make its

contributions stretch pretty far.
Standing wup for Lesbian/Gay
Atheist civil rights costs money.
The court injunction against the
Dallas Tavern Guild has cost us
almost $4,500 thus far. We have
received $528 in contributions
toward this specific endeavor,
Although the Court has ordered the
Tavern Guild to pay up, we don't
expect to see the money for some
length of time.

This is not a bitch about money,
just fact. | know you understand,
and AGA thanks you who contribute
to its functions. Although we have
increased the 1988 membership by
over 40% from 1987, we still have
fallen short of our projected
minimum membership required to
meel budget requirements by vyet

another 408, This puts wus
somewhere between heaven and
hell! Therefore, your

contributions and continued timely
support are critical for our
everyday functioning,

If you know of other Gay and
Lesbian Atheists who have not
joined AGA, please encourage their
membership and activism. We know
they are out there. Help the Gay
Atheist voice by attracting more
members for this only activist
Gay/Lesbian Atheist organization.

One of AGA's members who lives in
suburban Chicago recently placed a
classified ad for AGA in a west
suburban  Chicago  Gay/Lesbian
newsletter. We have already been
getting membership inquiry letters
from one ad in this small
circulation newsletter. You can do
the same. The ad reads as follows:

AMERICAN GAY ATHEISTS Serving
Lesbian & Gay Atheists Nationally.
Send SASE for free newsletter to:

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77266-6711
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AGA
PO Box 66711
Houston, Tx. 77266-6711

Or: Dial a Gay Atheist for 24 hour
recording at;

(718) 899-1737

(713) 880-4242

You, too, can place an ad like this
in a local or national Lesbian/Gay
newspaper or newsletter. If you
do so, send us a copy.

I'll sign off for now and get on with
the rest of the newsletter. A
reminder: keep sending those
newsclips.

SPECIAL NOTICE

AGA is announcing a possible

chapter-in-formation in the
Southern California area of San
Diego. If you are Iinterested,

contact Lauri at (619) 259-1318.

SEATTLE BAY NEWS

Seattle Gay News reporter, Shani
Dirzhud-Rashid, who recently
conducted an interview with AGA
National Vice President, Dominic
Florio, whose article is reprinted
herein, contacted Don Sanders this
week for follow up information on
the Dallas Tavern Guild legal
battle. She is going to write about
this issue as well as the Harris
County Bible monument case.
Thanks, Shanil

Dial-A-Gay-Atheist
(713) 880-4242

AMERICAN GAY ATHEISTS

(718) 899-1737

Dallas Gay Atheists barred from
participation in Pride March

by Shani Dirzhud-Rashid

In Dallas, the American Gay Atheists were
not allowed to march in this year’s pride
parade, The excuse was a “lack of religion.”

According to Dominic Florio, co-founder
of AGA (American Gay Atheists) the parade,.
sponsored by the Dallas Tavern Association,
would have been denied them, if not for a
court order. Don Sanders, president of AGA
filed a lawsuit, which is sfill in litigation, ob-
taining a court order mandating that AGA
members be allowed to march.

Floriosaid members of AGA were told that
the event was ‘Christian identified,’ and that
meant, “"AGA could not march.” Sanders is
suing for expenses and for having to travel to
Dallas. Florio was saddened by thissituation.

“What these groups don't realize is that to-

B! us an

see this naprp

Flono.

the irreverent way ACA dresses and felf their
oresenice would provoke violence and
animosity in the parade

“Wewere pretty mild in comparison; other
folks were barely wearing anything and all
we had was a banner proclaiming'Proudand
Free in '83," said Florio. He added that
parade organizers had pointed toan incident
in New York two years ago, when the group
had marched with a garbage can full of
religious symbols and the words, 'Bible
Deposit and Torah Basket,' written on the
side of the can. A blow-up doll with a nun’s
habit accompanied the can.

“We're a pretty irreverent group,” said
Florio

He added that feminists had called the doll
an example of violence against wimmin,
though AGA denied this, saying that they
wanted toshow how religion repressed wim-
min and all ather people with dogmatic
teachings.

Florio said that AGA is tryingto get funding
to distribute to PWA's who do not want to go
toreligiously-affiliated organizationsfor help.
He also said there had been problems with
the NAMES-AIDS Quilt committee over the
lack of religion.

“They say they won't discriminate be-
cause of religion. We want to add in ‘or lack
thereof . .. We diso protest the religious
speakers at these events. We feel people
should not have to listen to proselytizing”
said Florio,

Florio feels that the Gay and Leshiancom-
munity media has discriminated against
themn, as well as the straight media. He cited
negative coverage, or coverage which left
them out.

“They're too afraid of us yet,” said Florio.

According to Florio, AGA does not feel Gay
Liberation will come through the churchand
he ‘fave opinions on how he viewed Gays
and Lesbians working with religious
organizations to obtain Gay and Lesbian
rights.

“It's equivalent to Blacks fighting through
the KKK, or Jews fighting through the Nazi
party. The church is a white, male,
heterosexual structure, Everyone else in the
church is ina lower position. It'sapower, like
the government. They've made a super-
natural being and made the church a place
where that being is concentrated” said
Floriu,

He felt people need to be taught ‘o rely on
themselves and felt that is where care for the
planetcomes from, and said that AGA is also
involved in environmental activism, wim-
min's rightsand AIDS funding issues as well.

“We actually are very positive. We accept
the world for what it is, We rely on ourselves
and other people. We'd rather see a hospital
for PWA's built than a church; a daycare
center, what people need,” said Florio.

Realizing that AGA is not a popular cause
in the community, Florio said the organiza-
tion does not ask to be liked but demands to
have the right to express itsell in the manner
it finds suitable.

“We're in very dangerous times. To let
anyone deny us our rights, isonly putting us
in deeper and deeper. It's counterproductive
#tl-ériﬁae--a_'—{]—g—g-!es:weﬁve f.Onght."'S"ajd I‘!Uﬂﬂn He
added that support for the suit 1s mixed and
that they are getting support from other
atheist organizations. He said he hopedtosee

a branch of AGA form in Seattle.
we nave a dial-a{5ay atheist service go-
ing. So many people are crying out. They feel
they are alone,” said Florio.

The messages are appropriate, Florio felt
for the holiday season approaching, forthose
who are not into Christian celebrations.
Florio said that they celebrated the original,
natural sense of the holidays and felt this had
been stolen by the churches. AGA does
educations efforts and is willing to work with
other groups working for the rights of the op-
pressed. Those wanting information cancall:
(718)899-1737. m

American Gay Atheists

National Office
P.O. Box 66711

A A Houston, TX 77266-6711
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The letters on this page are reprinted with permission from TWT Magazine

Harvey Milk__Tribute'

Dear TWT:

-~ November 27, 1988, marked the tenth
anniversary of the assassination of Harvey
Milk, the San Francisco City Supervisor
and first openly gay elected official in the
history of the United States.

The Celebration of Life rally held in
downtown Houston in front of City Hall to
commemorate Harvey Milk's death was
organized by Buddy Johnston and Rodger
Kinzer, and featured many local gay and
lesbian leaders as well as choral groups,
Houston City Councilperson Vince Ryan
and openly gay San Francisco City
Supervisor Harry Britt, who for the last ten
years has occupied the same position that
was held by Harvey Milk.

Including the small crowd, by far the
most detracting aspect was the appearance
of the MCCR choir and the “Rev.” G.
Root, also of the MCCR. Both the choir
and the “Rev." totally ignored the purpose
of the rally by using their appearances to
spread their own propaganda. This is
particularly despicable when you couple
this with the fact that the rally was meant
to commemorate one of America’'s most
famous gay atheists, Harvey Milk.

As Don Sanders pointed out in his
speech, “Milk, always aware that death
could come at any time, had but one
persistent request, and that was that at
any memorials after his death there was
to be no religion, prayers or hymns.”

| don't advocate that the religious

should be excluded, but don't they have
any ideas or thoughts other than what
they read in one book? Are they so totally
ignorant of facts that they can say nothing
of substance about the gay and lesbian
civil rights movement? Are they so
blinded by their superstitions as to believe
that everyone is a Christian, or think
themselves to be so respectable that they
refuse to realize they are just as illegal
under Texas law as gay and leshian
atheists? Or is this just another attempt to
“Christianize” yet another non-believer as
was the case this past Mother's Day at
the closing of the Houston display of the
Names Project Quilt, as an MCC minister
looked on while an openly avowed atheist,
whose panel was in the Quilt, was publicly
claimed to have written a Christian prayer
over the objections of the deceased's
lover. Would gay and lesbian Christians
like it if an atheist were to speak of the
need for atheism at a memorial com-
memorating T. Perry, or at a Names Project
Quilt display? These are questions that
gay and lesbian Christians ought to answer,

Don Sanders should be given the
Congressional Medal of Self-Restraint for
not kicking those offensive, ignorant
bigots’ backsides all the way from City
Hall to Decatur Street.

At least we atheists will love, miss and
always, always respect the memory of
Harvey Milk.

Mark Franceschini
Houston, TX

MCCR vs. Atheists

Dear TWT:

| am writing in regards to the comments.
made by one Mark Franceschini, in your
coMMENT section [Vol. 14, No. 40,
concerning the Harvey Milk tribute at
Houston City Hall.

| also was in attendance on November
27 and found it to be very beautiful and
very well-organized. As for the comments
made by Mr. Franceschini, obviously he
was referring to another Harvey Milk.

The Harvey Milk that | know of was a
man who stood for freedom, freedom to
be “what” and “who"” you are, to speak
out, to *come out.”

On November 27 basically all were
represented, and | cannot help but to
think that Harvey Milk would have been
very proud of all who dared to risk their
jobs, families, etc. to “come out™ and
speak openly in front of all who would
hear whatever they had to say.

See, | was there for “‘Harvey,” and in
gratitude for all the courage his life gave
to me. My question is, why was Mark
there? To stir up conflict? To see Don
Sanders? Or to pay tribute to a man who
died advocating freedom for all oppressed.

Yes, | am a Christian and a member of
MCCR, but can’t you see, that is not the
point. | am also a person. Gay, Christian,
atheist, black, white, we are all slaves
until we are free.

Lastly, if in fact Don Sanders had
"kicked our backsides” all the way back ,
to Decatur Street, | have no doubts that
we would have all caught the first “Metro"
back to City Hall. Maybe not as much for
Christianity's sake but for the sake of that
freedom that Harvey Milk both spoke of
and represented to us all.

Nancy L. Harty
Houston, TX

Milk Tribute Sparks Outrage
Dear TWT:

Re: December 16-22, 1988 issue;
COMMENT letter authored by Mr. Mark
Franceschini.

| regret Mr. Franceschini took offense at
our participation in the Celebration of Life
rally [at Houston City Hall]. It was one of
Mr. Milk’s objectives that we be a
community united, not divided. | respect
the right of every individual to believe or
not believe as they choose.

It was Mr. Buddy Johnston, organizer of
the event, who approached MCCR to both
sing and speak on the topic “Celebration
of Life.” Knowing Harvey Milk to have been
an atheist, | acknowledge his courageous
achievements for our community.

| inquired of Johnston as to the
appropriateness of the type of music our
choir does, citing an express directive of
MCCR’s Mission Statement: to “proclaim
the Gospel of Christ.” | was assured our
participation was welcome provided we
focused on “celebrating life.” This we did,

| was unaware of Mr. Milk’s request of
“no religion, prayers or hymns,” and
would have honored him with our absence
had | been.

Milton C. Jones, Jr.
Director of Church Music
MCCR-Houston
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“Ghrist will be back in a minute; He's in the garden puking.



In MCCR’'s Defense

Dear TWT:

This is about the “Harvey Milk Tribute”
letter in TWT COMMENT in a recent issue.

MCC Church has been active in the fight
for gay and civil rights since it started 20
years ago. It's therefore no big surprise to
me that their local church was present at
the Houston City Hall rally.

Participation in a rally of this type is
often at great risk to jobs and family.
Their commitment is clear!

Singing in front of City Hall is a far
more honorable representation of the gay
community, and a more “civil'"” demon-
stration, than the recent actions by a
certain Houston gay atheist of breaking
the glass on a City Hall monument—
vandalism, taking the display Bible—theft,
and replacing it with a gay porno magazine.

Tell Miss Franceschini she needs to get

a grip!

J. Randolph Early
Houston, TX

A Christian Responds

Dear Mark Franceschini:

Here we go again! The MCCR choir
accepted the invitation [last Novemnber] to
sing as a part of the memorial service [at
Houston City Hall] for Harvey Milk because
they too wanted to honor the work Milk
had done for the community. Milk was
many things in life as well as an atheist.

| have never understood why you
atheists go to so much effort of speak out
against something you don’t believe
exists. | suppose you would make the
point that religion suppresses individuals.

Let me make the point [that] that is not
what God does, but rather what we do to
each other in the name of God!

| can understand how you can deny the
existence of God. | can see how you can
deny the deity of Jesus Christ. But you
must accept that a teacher called Jesus
of Nazareth did live.

Please understand, | have an issue or
two with my fellow gay and lesbian
Christians. We are from a united front. We
can't get all the gay and lesbian Christians
into the same denomination much less
the same congregation!

| know you have heard it said before,
but nevertheless it is certainly true—we
will either learn to respect each other or
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we will be crushed by our own ignorance.
If you are in any way rejecting this
concept, surely the vast majority of the
gayllesbian community has issue with you.

Mark, | believe your issue is not with
God, your issue is not with Christians,
your issue is with yourself.

Lenora Davis

Houston, TX

Atheist Didn't Steal Bible

Dear TWT:

Again let me state clearly exactly what
Mr. Franceschini stated in his letter to Twr
in Vol. 14, No. 40: *'| don’t advocate that
the religious be excluded...” In fact, we
view exclusion of any group from partic-
ipation in any event as intrinsically
harmful and tyrannical.

Mark’s criticism, therefore, was not the
fact that members of the MCCR participated
[last November] in the Celebration of Life
Rally commemorating the tenth anniversary
of the assassination of Harvey Milk.

However, Mr. Franceschini's point that
religious hymns and religious proselytizing
were inappropriate at this public event
must be acknowledged as correct and
true considering the individual whose life
was being remembered was, himself, an
atheist.

Personally, | must point out to J.
Randolph Early that the “certain Houston
gay atheist” of whom he referred as
committing vandalism by breaking a glass
display case and stealing a Bible from
within and then replacing it with a
pornographic magazine is I.

| know that Mr. Early, like most people,
got this information from one of Houston's
newspapers. Both major papers in this
city have my telephone numbers. Had
either one bothered to contact me or my
attorney, they would have found a
completely different story. However, the
story they printed was far more sensational.

Very briefly, | was accused of
committing these crimes by a virulently
homophobic and bigoted Harris County
Constable who promised that “I'll get

you' back on Labor Day weekend when
about a dozen fellow gay, lesbian and
straight atheists peacefully picketed the
Harris County Bible Monument which sits
not outside City Hall but directly in front
of the Harris County Civil Courts Building
on Fannin St.

| did not vandalize this monument, nor
did | steal a Bible from within it. No
damage was ever done nor has been done
to this monument by me or any other
atheist associated with American Gay
Atheists. In fact, an inspection of the site
clearly shows that the monument was
never vandalized.

It so happens that a very important
figure within the county’s district
attorney’s office wanted to quiet me and
their vehicle for doing so was via the
trumped-up testimony of a homophobic
constable.

It should be noted by you and every
other lesbian and gay person within this
community that a display of the Bible
enclosed in glass outside a county
courthouse poses a serious threat to the
civil liberties of all, for the laws of this
nation are founded not on the tenets of a
particular religion, but rather on the
principles founded within a document
called the United States Constitution,
whose authors saw fit to make its words
totally and deliberately void of any
references to religion.

It should also be noted that on the day |
went before Harris County Commissioner’s
Court to address this issue as a violation
of the First Amendment of the Constitution,
the Bible was appropriately turned to
Leviticus 20, Verse 13, which clearly calls
for the death of all persons who practice
homosexuality.

It is, therefore, just as critical for a
lesbian or gay Christian as for a lesbian or
gay atheist to work within the framework
of the law to have this flagrant violation of
the U.S. Constitution removed from our
property, for all laws against gay and
lesbian persons are unconstitutionally
based upon the antigay tenets found
within the Christian Bible.

Let me remind you, Mr. Early, that
you—as a gay Christian—are just as
illegal in the eyes of Texas as |, a gay
atheist.

Don Sanders, National Director
American Gay Atheists, Inc.
Houston, TX wr
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