My name is Michael Todd.
I am conducting research through Purdue University Global to obtain a Master of Science Degree in Psychology. 

The purpose of the research is to record the oral histories of four generations of gay men, providing a permanent record of the personal history of our Montrose/Galveston community in our time. In addition, the study will help scientists better understand gay men by exploring commonalities and differences in their life stories. The study will document the importance of gay subcultural identity in understanding gay men. My goal as a researcher is to enhance the scientific understanding of gay men in order to help clinicians such as physicians and psychologists to provide better care for their gay patients and to guide future research on LGBTQ+ populations. Scientific facts are the best remedy for misinformation and myths about our gay community. 

I hope to interview men from four generations: baby boomers, GenX, Millenials, and Generation Z. So all ages are invited to attend.

My specific interest is in gay men that live in the Houston-Galveston area, but the study will include responses from other large cities to show regional differences. 

The study takes about 2 hours to complete and is entirely online. The written survey will take about 45 minutes of your time. The in-person or Zoom interview in which you will be invited to tell your life story (in the way you want to tell it) will require between 30 minutes and two hours. You will be invited to review the transcript of your interview to correct any mistakes made in the researcher’s understanding of what you said or transcription errors. 

Participating in the project will:

· Improve medical and psychiatric care for gay men by providing recent, accurate information on our lives and experiences
· Help dispel myths (and lies) about gay men with scientific facts
· Promote future research in Houston on the whole spectrum of the LGBTQ+ community
· Permanently record our experiences in own own words for those who come after us
· Further document our triumphs and struggles with life, love, work, school, liberation, and the HIV pandemic
· Honor those who came before us and worked so hard so we could have the freedom to gather, to love, to marry, and even to exist that we enjoy today

In other words, adding your voice to this project will be a gift to the LGBTQ community that has the potential to keep on giving for many years.

My university has limited the time for the study. This pilot study must end by the May 3rd. Therefore, it is very important to act now to add your voice to the project. If this project fails for lack of participation, it is less likely that future researchers will attempt LGBTQ studies in Houston in the future. 

This study will not use your real name. You will be assigned a code name, without the researcher asking for your name or any identifying information. In-person or Zoom interviews will be audio recorded, but not video recorded. Audio recordings will be stored on secure devices with strong password protection and will be accessible only by the researcher and destroyed after transcription. Your signature on the consent page will not be visible to the researcher. 

Click here to participate!  https://survey.zohopublic.com/zs/FGzF8D

The research study is in no way sponsored, endorsed, administered by or associated with Facebook or Instagram. Participants release Facebook and Instagram of any responsibility or liability associated with participating in this research. 
 

