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The authors defin an em rginp, 
third pattern of respons as th, 
"n w oupl . " This lab 1 comes from 
a synthesis of gay liberation and 
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Througl hi s intelligent, empath -
ti c profiles of individual gays , 
Edmund White deftly r eco rds th e ri ch 
diversity of gay lives. By descri­
bing gay l i ves unique to ce rtain 
areas , White's travel ogue evokes the 
current desires and changing status 
of gays across th e country . Th con­
trast of his ew York s n ib ilities 
with thos pr val nt in areas more 
like the "Fifties in a deep-fre ze" 
yield s a wit ty ye t rev aling look at 
ourselves . 

The often sta r tling onflict b -
tween mod erate and radical gay poli­
tical thought em r ges throughout 
White ' s commentary. Althou gh h'hi e 
implores gays t o com out , h re og­
nizes the paradox that conspicuous 
gays, particular l y mi l itants and 
drags , further inflame the right 
through their visibl cha l leng to 
traditional concep ts of family and 
fid elity . 

Although he depicts almost excl u­
sively the lives of urban gay men, 
Whit e finds f minism' s increasing 
support of its 1 sbian faction 
particular ly astute . Th ir a p­
t ance of 1 sbianism constitut s a 
t es t of oppressiv chauvinistic 
attitud s . Hhite sees tran svest i sm 
as a similar test case for accep­
tance of homosexuality , both by 
straights and by other gays . 
Gay hostil i t y towards l eather 
que ns or Ca s tro clones is 
equally divis ive as it pre­
sumes that " th weare r , no 
the look, is ·nt reh ang bll 

White ' s chagrin at th con­
se rvative m ntal l i t y and lack 
of political organ i zation in 
smaller cities is tempered by 

Now Tha 

the opportunities they afford . Becaus 
small -town gay ar g nerally di -
p rsed through th local population , 
r athe r than cone nLrat din gay ghe t­
t oe asso iat d with drugs , porno­
graphy , and hustling , gay issu s 
focus not on moral decay, but on the 
two men fixing U!) th house across th 
stre t. 1.n1i.te not s that in cities 
such as S atlle and 1inn apo]is , 
wher anti-gay initiatives hav re-
c ntly been def ated , ays mpha­
sizcd ev ryon ' s right to privacy 
inst ad of dema nding endors mcnt of 
h ms xuali y . 

~1ite ' s impr ssions ar amusing as 
w 11 a accurate , without r sor ting 
Lo traditionally self-d precating 
camp humor . He is as attun d to re­
gional nuances of gesture and speech 
as he is to th larger soc · a1 struc­
tur within which they are observed . 
White's textur d profil s are a com­
pelling look at the consequences of 
choices alr ady mad and of changes 
to come . 

Y ou Know 

'larilyn has been divorced by ichael, the " new fernjnism. " The correlation 
the husband shed pended heavily upon betw n sexual rigidity and homonho-
for years, and she is overcoming her bia h s b en dissolvinp, wjth he 
suicidal imn ul s s . Aft r a Y ar ' s growing concern for sexual openness 

liha y , Eva is now actjv 1 se king fostered by thes movements . The new 
casual sexual encounters wi h a var - couple consists of women and self-
i ty of men. Stephanie lives with proclaimed gay men who "experi nee 
L nny ·n a primary but non-monoga- an in imate , open lov r lationship ." 
mous loving r elationship . 1e con- Th gay men do not s their r la-
s t ant in thes women ' s lives is that tionships with women as a change in 
the men thy are involved with are sexual orien ation , althoup,h some do 
all gay; th~ diff rences lie in discontinues x with men during in-
their r eactions t o th men ' s gayness . volvement 1,,•ith worn n. The women do 
Their diff ring r actions epitomize no t apply heterosexual roles co the 
th e three pat erns of worn n ' s re- gay men , realizing instead they can-
sponse to gay men utlined in The not d mand chat one person provide 
~ Couple: Women and ~"ten .-- them with " comp let ness ." 

R becca 'ahas and Myra Turl y Although clinically the hr e 
int rview d 110 respond nts as w 11 categories often s em arbitrary , 
as sex th rapists and clini al auth - Nahas and Turley draw from their ex-
ori ties in their well-researched c nsive interviews to portray vivid-
look at th er lationships . Throu~h lv women ' s reactions tom n ' s gay-
this process, the authors distilled n~ss . While Freudian analysis and 
three major patterns of response by Kinsey ' s continuum of male sexual 
the women and gay men invol v d, each or ientation are discussed , the au-
of which forms the basis for a sec- thors approach the ·nteraction of 
tion of the book . women and gay men a lonp, a con inuum 

The f irst response depicted is that of accep tance . In doing o , they 
of the traditional couple , wher ro - assume that the man ' s homosexual 
manti c involvemen t, often includinp, orientation is immutable . The bit-
marriage , is unsucces s full y struc- cerest respon es fr m both m n and 
tured on he terosexual models . o mu- worn n are hose of the rad.i tional 
tual acknowledgement or ac eptanc of couple , where both soup,ht to repr ss , 
the man's homosexuali y is reach d: hid , or c ur t he man ' s Hayn ss . In 
the r elationship fails not just due this context psychoanalysts ar 
to sexual incompat ibility, but also scathingly d nounced for transmit -
t o an underlyin g inabil ity to cormnu- ting heir social biases against p,ay 
nicate and to be oneself with one ' s men O th ir pati nts, ev n if they 
lover . These co uples are unable to fall short of r commendi ng ma rria p,e 
integr a t e the man's gay ness into or aversion th rapy as cures . The 
th e ir lives and maintain a work ab l e most comfort ble respons es come from 
relationship . th "new coup l e " who expected heir 

The second respons e oncerns mar - relationships to dev lop oulsid 
gi nal relationships b ewe n women heterosexual norm . In fact, most 
and gay men , based upon professional men in th se r lationships did not 
or social contac ts which may or may consider se: ual or em tional r -
not evolve into romanti ties . The sponses to women until the y had come 
initial attraction emana t es from the out and wer comfortabl in th ir 
paral l 1 mergenc of feminism and s xual identities as gav men . 
gay liberation, in which straight The~ Couple is one of the firs 
men are the common oppressor . Thes xamination s f worn n ' s r spo nses 
women se gav men as p,H i cul nrl v and fee lings o1;1n r ds g 1y m,'n . It s 
s ,ms iLive nnd enj oy Lh L' <"Omp,1m of autho r s d i s pe l Lhe my t h oi lw s Ll· r-

Now Th at You Know, What Every Parent 
Should Know About Homosexual ity 
Fairchi~Be tt y and Haywa rd , ancy 
Harcour t , Brace , J ovanovich,1979 
$8 . 95 

men whose lives are "not all Ameri- eotypical "fag-hag ," as ..iell a head 
due d to the workings of this success- cana and foo tball ." Marginal r la- off traditional gay h s tili c coward 
ful er up . This is followed by a bib- tionships are mutually suoportiv , men who proclaim th ms Ives bis xual · 

Although this book was written for the 
pa r ents of gay children , it has much to 
offer lesbians and gay m n . Som on who 
is conside ring coming out t o th ir par­
ents can find ou t how others hav ac om­
plished this diffi ult task and how th ir 
parents r eac t ed . It answ rs many of the 
questions that are likely to aris at su h 
a stressful occasion and gives wo r ds o[ 
support to everyon involv d . 

One chapter ntitl d "l·/hat Is Gay? " 
gives the unin it iated adult a basjc i d a 
of sexuality from th e clinica l Kins y 1- 6 
s cal e to a simp l dis us s ion of what hap­
pens in bed . Short monolo u s ar includ­
ed which discuss ·ndividuals ' first rea]i ­
zation of their interest in p rsons o[ t he 
same sex . Both worn n and men oft n knew 
of th ir attract ions in elm ntary s choo l 
and some times y ars b for then . On woman 
t a lked of buying her femal friends gifts 
and of behaving in c rta in w ys , s uch as 
not waring he r glas ses , b cause sh 
thought hr second grad female teacher 
would like her be tt er . 

In th e dis cussion abo ut wh y homo exual ity 
exists , a university student ummed up th 
thought s of ma ny peop l e . H said that 
l ooking £or caus es is "a wast e of time . · · 
I think wh en you ' re looki ng for a caus , 
then you 're viewing it as an il l ness ." 

One chapter is devoted to the struggle 
gay men and lesbians face in the work 
world a nd some of th e posit ive steps that 
have been t aken to overcome t hose problems . 
This i ncludes the r solution adopted by 
.the Ame r ican Fede r ation of Teachers de­
nouncing discr i mination against homosexu­
als, the s t a t ement by t he Counci l o[ the 
Amer ican Lib r a r y Associat i on which " r e­
affirms it s s uppor t fo r equal employment 
opportunity for gay l ib r arians and l i brary 
worke r s " , and the creation of othe r 8ay 
groups within th e profess ions such as 
nursing , ps ychology and law . 

The r e is an excell ent introduction 
into t he role that religi on pla ys di­
r ec t ly in t he l ives of many and ind i­
r ect ly in t he lives of a l l gay peopl 
through quo tes from t he Bible and 
interpr e ta tions of those passages . A 
lo3i cal pat h i s followed to show how 
certa in Hebrew wor ds could be inter­
pret ed many different ways dep nding 
upon t he trans l ator' s per sp c tive . 

Thi s wel l-written book concludes W'th 
a visit t o a typical Parents of Gays 
meeting wh e r e a new member is i n tro -

liogr aphy and a ch ck list of activi- providing both with outlets for c0J- The personal profiles 0£ the int r-
ties that parents who wish to f orm fiding their desires n ds , and view d r espond n s prov id an int r-
t h ir own POG should use . anxieties . Be ause th r l at i onship sti ng , revealing look at how gay 

Anyone abou t to r veal their homo- is nonsexual , the woman also finds m n function in r lationships with 
s xuality to their parents woul d be it non-threat ning; the gay m n women and how Lh y integral th m-
w 11 arm d by taking this book with enjoy th worn n ' s accep t ance , which s Iv s .in O heteros xual sociC'ty . 
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