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MEN ARRESTED AT MALL STORE 
n11ring th monLh of r.eb ruary 

a sL'curity gu,1 rd fr .J . C. l''nn y 
has bel'll Ll1e complainjng wiln ss 
against four me n. The men hav 
been ilccus •ct of j nde ,11t exp sur 
and/or prnsli ution/solici ing . 
Th ,' 11a r d is ;in empl ycr of Lhe ~ il­
it.:1ry Ci rel' sL r .in Norfolk . He 
is a slvndcr vnung whi t mal , who 
app0ars L o be i~ his early or mid­
LwcnL i,•s and ha.· sho r t n•ddi sh-
blond hair anJ a mustach . A cordjng 
to reli,ible sourct•s , he sta tions him­
self in the virinl y of Lh public 
res Lrornn and cnga~ s men in conv r­
saLJon . He is said L pass h ims lf 
off as a salesperson for anoLh r com­
p.1nv . 

On Febnwry 2 , .:1 · b ut th , Lim 
ch store ' s e J,,s ing , Lh<' guard in­
ilii!L, I till' arr st of a man and 
charged him with both ind enl x­
posur and prosU Lution . Both char­
~es an• s•rinus mis.dL•meano r s . Th 
H'CUSL'cl in Lhis ·asL' \h s onvicted 
on both c unls n11d was sC'n t C' nC Pd to 
s~rvL JO davs in jail and pay $100 
for each coun t. The convi c Led m.:!n 
appl'a i L'd till' dC'C'i s ion . 

On I c a· t L•rn on of Februar 4 , 
t he gu1rd (ilcd pros t itu tion/ 
soliciting charg s against cw m n . 

of 

Th at t n1ey for on 
e d din having th 

l the 1 s r offens 
d 

condu t, and th judge award d a 
susp nd d 30-day sentence and a $25 
fin e . The cas of th se ond man 
arr st cl n February 4 has be n con­
tinued. On F bruary 16, a fourth man 
was arresLed fr indec nt exposur , 
and his cas has also be n ontinu d. 
All of these cases were heard in 
Judg Jos ph A. Jordan ' s district 
e r iminnl c urt. 

Th law governing prostitution/ 
solici ting i a icy ordinanc (Sec­
tion 31-56 of the City Cod), and 

nvi tion carr ies penalties of not 
l ess Lhan twenty dollars 
han Lwo hundr d dollars 

menl in jail of not mor 
months or both . Jndec nt xposur 
is a sea off ns (Section 18 . 2-
387 of the at Cod) , ?.nd is a 
Class l misd meanor ; it arri s p n­
a lL i c s of 12 ~on hs in jail or a fin 
of noL mor than $1000, orb th . 
Th dis rd rly conduct law is a city 
ord inance (S ction 31-17) and arries 
a p nalLy of not less than one dollar 
nor more than $500, or confin m nt in 
jail of not mor e than six months , 
o r both . 

Cruising, the Movi e 

A 

" Th i s film is not .intended as an in­
die mc' nt of th homos xual world . It is 
se t in on small segrncnl of that wor-ld , 
1,~1i ch is not meant to b representative 
o the who] . " So claim t h disclaim r 
shown at h b ginning of th e movie 
Cru i sing , which opened nationally on 
Februarv IS . This Ls Lhe mov .i that 
caus d so much fu ss las t August durinR 
its filming in Greenwich Villag. The 
r ason for till! pro e t s in nutshell , 
wer- Lhat: the film viciously misrep-
r s nts gay life to an Am rican public 
hat has no oLh r- r fe r- nee for com­

parison . 
This is certainly tr-u . It tak s 

th hero, Al Pacin , Lhroufth a polic 
und rcover assignmen t in wli i.ch he 
masq u r ads .:1s a patron of 1 azy S& ! 
ba rs, in an a t mpt t o flush ou the 
murd rcr of several gay men . Th 
ar not run - of-th ' - mill murders , th y 
ar- hrlltal knif -murd rs ( hown ex­
[)lic :it lv on t he sere n) done after 
luring th e vi tim to som i elated 
place for th e purpose of having x . 
Th t oo-s ubtl e underlying conclusion 
is Pacino lur-ing the killer under a 
bridge, where Pac ino knifes the killer-. 
1nis apparently compl tes th m ta­
morpho sis from polic officer to homo­
s xual S&, 1 murderer. 

There ar-e no char-acters in th movie 
that could be considered to be in th 
mainstream of gay life--Lh y ar e ither 
killer-s or killed , and always associ­
at d with qui cki e S&1 s x. 

Commentary by J.D . . 

Despit all of this, when the movie 
was ov r I didn ' t feel threatened. This 
was b caus the movie and its pr-oduction 
~ r a shambles . It wa so ooorly made 
that it is hard to b liev anyone taking 
i s riously . But don ' t take my word 
for i ; The \lashington Post revi wer 
d sc rib d it as "dramatically evasive 
and incompr hensibl . Ev n th most 
ard nt sensat ion-seekers are likely 
to trudge out of this fiasco with their 
brows knit into a coll ctiv 'huh?' " 

The Virginian-Pilot ' s r view 11 adline 
stated , " Slim>' Cruising Ser-etches Bounds 
of Pure Awfulness ." The review r, Mal 
Vine nt , goes on to say , "The film looks 
as if it were edited during someon ' s 
day off . Plot lines ar introduced , 
th n dropp d , and th ending makes no 
sense whatso ver . Don ' t let anything i.n 
chi r vi w interest you enough to make 
you gos e this boring er-ash. It ' s not 
worth your dollars or your time . " 

I thoroughly agree with Vincent's 
comments . Th movi is not wor-th any-
on ' s time or money , and was bad beyond 
my wildest drams . From my point of 
view, I got what I wanted for my ticket . 
~fy $3 . 50 bought me a first-hand opinion 
of the movie and the right to intel­
ligently criticize it, necessary for 
wri t ing t his r eview . I ' m not sure that 
there is any other justification for 
seeing this movie . I ur-ge no one to 
se it . ...... 

LAMBDA ALLIANCE 

Opposes 

New Sodomy Law 

At a special February 23 m ting in 
Ri hm nd , th Vir?,inia Coalition for 
L sbian and GPy Rights (VCLGR) voted 
to o~pos a~ n ral Assembl , bill 
which would a~ nd th sodom sta-ute 
in th Virr,inia Code. The bill, spon ­
sored by Hous _ Del gat B rnard Cohn , 
a Dem crat from orth rn Virginia 's 
21st District, would d criminaliz 
hetero xual acts of sodomy alto3ether 
and r due the acts of sodomy p r form d 
by homosexuals from iLs presenL sLatus 
as a Class 6 f lony to that of a 
Class l misd meanor . 

(The proposed bill l.rould change sec­
tion 18 . 2-361 o the Code t o reacl as 
follows: "Crimes ap,ainst na tur . --1f 
any p rson shall carnally know in any 
manner any brute animal , or carnally 
know any mal or femal e p,:,r on o( 
the sam s .x , by th anus orb or 
with th mouth , or voluntarily submit 
to uch carnal knowledg<:>, he or she 
shall bL' g1Ji ltv of 1. rJ 1 ~ 1 mistlc--

11 ano r. 

proportion of th e population 
homosexual . As t he law pres n 
s tands , sodom• is a c~im for v r y-

n . Jannequin Benn tt of Charlott s ­
vi 11 surrnned up the major ity s nti-
m nt when he said , " 1 hav a real 
strong f c l i ng w' ou3h not to .upport 
his hill . .. I don 'L want 150 years of 

a r-resLs as misdemeanors before th 
state would take a look a t (chan ing) 
Lh laws again ." 

T ny S gura t h Richmond Ga· 
Rights i\ssociation (r.Ju-\), warned· cha 
if th e bill passed in is pr s n 
f rm , t her could be many mor con­
vj c ions for sodomy sin judg s 
might be more inclined to convict on 
mj sd mea nor charp,es than thy would 
on f lony cha r g s . S gura said tha 
the nunber- of convictions went ";;ay 
up" in w York state following a 
similar chang in h laws th r . 

TLm DcPricst , of th Gav Activist 
.\lli 1:iu• istri,t oi C:o1umhi1 ,1rp,u1.:tl 

r p ss 8 o thL Ch n hill in j:~ 

If any pe r son s ha l l by fo r e ea r ­
n lly kn ow any mal or f male person 
by the anus orb• or with the mouth 

pr s nL fo rr.i v 11 though he cone ed d 
tha t he bill has sh rtcomi ngs . D Priest, 
who is :i lawy r , sa;d that th <:0hen 

11 or sh shall be p,uil y of a Class 
3 f lony. " 

TI1e p nal ies for a Class l misde­
meanor onsist of not more than 12 
months in iail and a maximum fine of 
$1 , 000 . In it pre ent classification 
as a Class 6 felony th penal is for 
sodomy include from one t o fiv years 
in prison or , in the judge ' s or- jury ' s 
discretion, jail confinement up to 12 
months and a maximum $1 , 000 fine . ) 

bill is a "liberal ization of the ode" 
and would mak iL asier to mount a 
su essful 1 gal challenge to the 
con tiLu ionalit o th 1 w. H said 
thaL " aft r decriminalizat ion of 
sodomy fr 90 pr en of th popula­
tion, what possibl inter s L does th 
sta t hav (in ke pin as a crim ) Lh 

a t committed by the r emaining 
re 

Elmo , a law stud nt from Charlott s-
ill' s r.w Stud nt Union , also sup­

ported Cohen ' s bill and pointed out 
that onvic ions for f elo ni s aff ct 
th ri gh L to vot e and th right o 
hold c rtain job and can be us , to 

VCLGR m mbe~ , in adopt ing th •.ir 
formal position on tM l egislaLiv 
issu listened to a numb r of argu­
ments suppo rting and opposing the 
proposed 1 gislation . Th hi f 
argument h ard against th bill was 
that its passag miGht ~ake mor 
difficult t he eventual abolition of 

imp ach a witness ' future t es timo1,y in 
court . Elmo also r mjnd d VCLGR m ~b rs 
LhaL the polic person on h b aL ~ s 

odom 
rim 

a a crim if it r emained a 
for only the r ela Liv ly small 

broad discr tionar-y 
s 

Update: VCLGR Alters Stand on Bill 
As of today (Febrnar-y 29) it appears The bi 11 ' s patron is D 1 !;at B rnard 
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ha hr is a good chanc t h.:1t a Cohen from orLhern Virginia and he was 
S nate commilt e of th Virp.ini. r.en- qu o t ed in today ' s Richmond ,'e'Ws Leader-

ral Ass mbly will r oort out a l iber- s having aid , "We ought 0-:- abou 
a li z d version of th State ' s sodomy our busin s , taking car f mor im-
law . As a r sult of b hind- h -s c nes portant thin gs ." Cohen has indicated 
ne3otiations , it is probable that he 
laneuag of the bill will d crim"nalize 
sodomy altor,eth r for h teros xual acts, 
and homo sexual acts when pr-form din 
priv te . Th bill would mak e it a mis­
demeanor for persons of th sam s x to 
engage in sodomy if the a L occurs in 
publi . Appar ntly th bill is sil nt 
on het ro xual acts of sodomy pr-form d 
in public . 

that he f els it i ime for he state 
to stop makin c riminal cer ain intimat 
sexual b havior b ewe n ons ntin 
adults, th n wspaper sa id . 

Our Own con acted Brue r.arnett , on 
of~ ~o lobbyis s for the Virginia 
Coalition for Lesbian and r. Ri hts 
(VCLG~) . whi h had oppos d an arlier 
version f Cohn ' s b "ll . How v r 

lPDATE, pap, 2 

As for he bar scenes , t hese 
appeared to be v ry contrived and un­
convincing, as the camera never reall y 
focused on anyone--Lh e paLrons r-e­
mained ci her uniform d semi- nude or 
discoing stick-figures. Even the scene 
alluding Lo fisL-fu king is so dis­
join ed cha I doubt raight audiences 
~11 even guess what is going on which 
is probably for the better . 

by Doug Thompson ~ 

Panel Discussion on Gay Politics Held 
pie tha l has be n stimulat d by th 
general fru st r at ions fell by man 

INSIDE 
Cal ndar 
Lesbians Front & C nt r 
'!en space 
Tjd water i ews 
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In a panel discussion sponsored by 
Lambda All ianc of Hilliamsburg at 
its February 20 meeting , four promi­
nent gay activists talk d about the 
future of the gay movement . Steve 
Endean of Cay Rights ational Lobby 
(GRNL) , KareP Charlotte and Barbara 
Wei nstock o Richmond Lesbian-Femi­
nists and the Virginia Coalition for 
Lesbian and Gay Rights (VCLGR) , and 
Richard C. of the ational Gay Task 
Fore ( GTF) , all expressed Lh ei r 
satisfaction at the gains made by 
th movement during the last ten 
yeors and voiced guarded optimism 
for the future . 

Richard , a o-chairp rson o[ th 
GTF board of dir ctors , stat d that 

ev nts sine the beginning of th 
movement should giv l sbians and 
gay men som hop , bu h sLr sse d 
that the mov ment has just b gun . 
" Primarily, th last ten years have 
served t o rais h ons iousness of 
both gay p opl and soci ty in gen­
eral, and w can 't afford to bask in 
th su sses of the past. ~e must 
continu Lo act in ord r to gain 
1 gal protec ion qui kly . " 

Richard emphasized that th 1n1-
tial succ ss s of th movement have 
1 d to th backlash against gay peo-

p oplc in our society . The 1980's 
h b liev s will bring in r ~s d 
confronLation with he fr righL , 
~nd gay p<:>oplc must stand firm in 
th ir r fusal to b society ' s 
whippin g pcrs ns. 

Richard also sta d th t w must 
link our support n twork mor' clo e­
l y in the future . lf a m'w organiza­
tion grow out of th N tional Mar h 
on Washingt n , h f ls Lhat it an 
b important if it nc ntrat son 
n work building. II als b li vc 

See PA EL , pag 3 


