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... EDITORIAL 
Gay Bars and the Gay P ress 

What should the r lationsh'p be between gay bars and the gay press? All the harassment). We did not know the Pilot's approach on th story and even considered 
,ubleties of this question becam very apparent to Our Own during the week before th possibi·ii·ty of thei·~ . h 
, ~ story igniting, with t e help of local Bible bigots, a 
che last issue was published . That issue contained an articl reporting on an backlash against h gay community . We d cided not to tell the Pilot of our deci-
•nci·dent of police harassment concerning the Oar House . Th information on the i h 

O 
~~-

• son to runt e ar Hous story. They would find out , along with everyone else, on 
tncident was called in by one of that bar ' s owners to Our Own on the night it the Friday night the paper cam out. As a footnote to this exchange, the Pilot 
lccurred, which happened to be during the last weekend of that issue's produc- d 'd di ld ~~-

ec1 t cou wai no long rand ran its story on that Friday morning, without 
tion period . any sp cific r ferences to incidents of harassment and without mentioning the Oar 

Several days l ater , while the paper was still at the printers, the Oar House Hous or any other gay bar . Parenthetically the article did make a neutral refer-
wners had second though t s and requested to one of our staff members that we ence to Our Own as "a local 'gay' community newspaper," whjch was the first time 

''pul l" or not print the story . Along with their request went a strong suggestion the Virginian-Pilot has a cknowledged our existence . 
cha t if we r an the story they, a l ong with the other gay bars, would not distribut We publish d th ovembcr issue of Our Own without knowing if it would be distri-
opies of the paper they re~eiv~d , would ~ispos _of them, and, further, would buted by the bars or ~hat repercussio~~any , would follow. Wear pleas d to 
ick up copies from other distribution points . Since this se med so incredible , report that mos of the bars distributed the paper as usual . We w re naturally 

~he owner of on of the other gay bars in the ci Y was con ta ted con::ernin3 this especially interest d in the Oar House's response . They received their normal 50 
mat t er . He replied t hat the local bar owners , although they had met that day to copies and w do not know th ir fate. We do know that the supplemen s were removed 
<liscuss t he harassment of the gay bars , had not discussed whether Our Own should from those copi s and we r being dis ributed separately. lf they "ran out" of the 
run the story or any action to be taken in that event. He further addedt:hat he first 50 copi s, then thos p opl did not get th flyers. In the following few 
was no t agains t running the stor y and would not support any action against the days anoth r 50 copies were giv n to the Oar House, and they requested additional 
paper ' s dist r ibution . copies th n xt w k. For lack of better information, we have to presume that the 

The next eveni ng the e di t or of Our Own talked with two of the Oar House's copies were distributed. We do know that when the initial 50 copies were brought 
wners . He asked why the Oar House wan ted the story pulled. The reply was that the to one of the owners, he flipped hrough one copy, looking for the article, and 

pa r own ers ' group needed some time to i nvestiga t e the causes of the harassment and when he found it, frown ed and corranented to our distribution person, "I thought we 
co t ry to stop it quietly . Further , a asked you not to print ·t." 
Virg i nian-~ reporter had been asking All this is preamble to my orig·nal 
al l the bar owners abo ut the harassmen t , question: what should be the relationship 
but none woul d go " on t he record" with be ween gay bar and the gay press? The 
him. The~ would have to therefore paper already states, in the masthead 
wait for Our Own to print the stor y (mak - every issue, that its goal is to print 
i ng i t public record) b fore it could ~ul'" r,. -- news oE interest to lesbians and gay men, 
repo r t on it . Although not discussed , it ll(S)..;J ~ part·cularly in Tidewater . The bars are 
was concluded that the Oar House would I~~ of course, busjnesses, but serving the 
naturally prefer its name kept out of the ~ ~ ...,,,. gay community does not have o be incom-
city paper , since it wo uld likely be . -. ~ ~ patible with the goals of making money. 
labelled as a gay bar · This might jeo- ~ ~ ~ ~ And if the bars are serving the gay com-
pa r dize the establi hment ' s dayt i me ::::;.--- ~ ~ ~ munity , with a real concern for the wel-
business . (During the day it is by ap- ~ ~ ii~ fa« and t<eatmeot of gay people, the, 
pea r ance a straight restaurant and all :;::::::-: ~ ~ they probably would not have occasion to 
newspapers , flyers , posters and any- ~ ~ ~ concern themselves with trying to in-
thing " gay " are put away) · ~ ~ ~ fluence the gay press . 

The editor also asked the owners if ~ . ~ ~ Norfolk ' s gay community is still young 
the r e would be any consequences against ~ ~ ~ L.---' and there is much that needs to be don 
the UUGC or the newspaper if it ran the ~ ~ . to reach out to those peopl who are still 
article and if the Oar House would stop ~ ~ closeted . The bars can help by lending 
advertizing i n the paper . Their pos i tion their support to the local gay groups in 
had apparently changed and the answer Tidewat r that are working actively toward 
was "no" to both t hese questions . In ad - bll those goals . In some citi s , the local 
dition the text of the article was shown uk bars hav certain nights during the month 
to one oE t he owners , who agreed tha t (comparable to our local 15c or 25¢ draft 
t he ar t icle was not inflammatory o r sensationalistic and that it didn ' t even say nights and usually not on a weekend) on which a nickel is tacked onto each drink, 
tha t t he Oa r Ho use was a gay bar, bu t they still ask d that it not be printed . with the proceeds going to the local gay community center or related cause. The 

Our Own therefor f ound itself betw en t he proverbial r ock and a hard place . It customers don ' t mind this xtra charge on an individual basis but it can becorn 
ha~o~y to sort out all the confusion , a l l the conflicting versions of the significant to a gay group . 
"truth," and al l t h e r amifications of t he ques t ion of r unning the story . For a Another avenue of support would b for the bars to subsidize the gay hotline . 
newspaper of limi t ed means , t his is no t a decision to be taken lightly . Practically , It has already been do umented that about on third of the average monthly total 
the bars are a s our ce of about half of t he paper ' s advertizing revenue . (The paper of 500 calls are for bar information; supporting finan ially the hotline seem a 
a lready cos t s each month abou t $200 mor e than it makes) . Of greater importance , very logical action, with gains all around . OE cours , ads in h n wspaper also 
about one third of each mon th ' s copies (out of a circulation of 2000) is distrib uted help the pro esR of r a ching out top ople . And in th long run, e ffort s l ik t h 
at the l o al bars. This i s therefore a very important means of reaching people in n wspaper and th e hot lin , if t hey can he lp mor e pe opl in "coming ou " and 
the gay commun · ty , and for those who only go t o th b rs , it is the only , or at 1 arning Lob comfort bl ith th m elv s , it also rn ans mor p opl e wh o w uld 
leas t most conven ient means of obtaining the newspaper . be comEort ab] in i n e r ac t i ng with o t he r gay people. From a business s ns , th·s 

On the other side of t he decis ion , the s id e chosen, we r e t he co nce rns about be ing likely tra nsla t es to mor peopl coming t o the ba r s . I n addition , ads or donations 
dictated by the bars what we could prin t , t he pape r ' s l oss of integri ty if i t s ub- a r e , i n one form or ano t her , d du tibl busin ss xp nses , mak ing such steps v n 
mitted t o censorship by h bar , and our res ponsib i l i ty to alert the r eade r s t o more palatable . 
t he ha r assment that had occurr d, the laws that enabled i t , and what to do if in - Th s a r e just a few exampl s of what th bars can do for th ga C01Illl1uni y . 
volved i n f utu re incidents of harassment. To ad dress t his last point , a special Othe r ways can be thought of to suit special situations, ranging from th Oar 
supp lemen t was printed t o accompany th ov mber issue , informing people of their House ' s chartered bus to th March on Washington to fforts to change th dis-
r ights and how to act with the pol ice i f questioned or arres t ed . cr imina or y A.BC laws .. Th r cent police harassm n , Lhe anti - gay ditor · al in th 

On e add i tional complication to th decision worth mentioning was th~ pressure Virginian- Pilot and th conlinuing attacks by th lik:,; of J rry Falwell sh Juld 
on us by a Vir ginian- Pilot reporter as to whether or not w ,~er run~i~g the ~tory · make it clear hat progr ss for th gay movem n will not b easy and we have to 
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National Convention Project Started 
The 1980 Pr sidential el ctions are 

a year away and the nomi nating con­
ventions are not until next sununer , 
but , in the aftermath of the Ma r ch on 
Washi ng t on, efforts hav already begun 
to organize gay participation in the 
national political process . These £f ­
orts are in the form of a special pro­
ject i n i t ia t ed by th Gay Righ t s 
at i onal Lobby (GRNL) that is kno~~ 

as the ational Convention Project . 
The projec t ' s goal is the inclusion 
of a gay r ights plank in the platforms 
of both t he R~publitan and Democratic 
pa r ties a t their conv n ions . 

In an art icle i n The Blade r.RNL 
Execut i ve Di rector Steve Endean s t ated 
t ha t "the pla t fo r m plank is a precon-

dition for g tting a gay civil rights 
bi ll through Congress . We can' t realis ­
tically expect to get one until at least 

ne of the major parties is committed . " 
End an sees local participation as 
essential to t h proj ct ' s success and 
added , "that ' s where we're going to 
have our greatest impact and make our 
poli t ical pow r felt . If we ' re going 
to do i t succ ssfully , we ' r going to 
do it i n partnership with strong and 

Ef ctiv local organizati~ns . It can ' t 
be done from the top down . 

Accordingly , GRNL and the project ' s 
two coordinators , DC activists ~ary 
Spo t tswood Pou and Tom Bas t ow , are al­
r eady planning written material and 
training sessions to help local groups 

through th complex d legate sel ction 
process , and the coordinators will met 
with local organizations all over th 
countr . 

Of the two parties' conv ntions, 
reception of a gay righ s plank is ex-
pect d to be mor lik with the 
D mocratic Party . That party ' s dele­
gation is defined to hnve a 50% m n, 
50% women ratio, and feminists have 
traditjonally supp rt d gay rights . 
In addition, Boston ' s~ ommunity 
ews (CC) has report d Carter aide 

Jan l./ales in saying that he White 
Haus would view "wiLh gr at vmpa hy" 
a gay rights plank . Another candida e, 
Jerry Brown, is also said o have 
"strong willin ness to have a gay rights 
plank included in the 1980 Democrat · c 

Party platform . " 
Efforts howcv r must b gin at he 

local level and the three major rod­
blocks ar not unexpec d ones . First, 
th ational Convention Proj e ct is 
budgeted at $]20 , 000 . Funding is 
xpect d to come from foundatio n grant 

and an extensiv dir ct-mailing c.1.mpaign. 
Second , local candidat s r delegates 
may fear political c ns qu nces for 
endorsing gay rights and third, candi­
dat s may hav th ir o~~ homophob ia 
to combat . Th care formidable hurdle~. 
bu coordinator Bastow is optimistic . 
"I think we have a reas na h> chan ce 
of success," he i q oted in ff:_ "but 
it won ' t happ n if we don't work." 

SOFA Reg. $456. NOW $299.00 

LOVESEAT Reg. $355. NOW $249.00 

QUEEN SLEEPER Reg. $588. OW $399.00 

a Sale 
POPULAR FABRIC IN STOCK , 

TAKE HOME TODAY OR FREE DELIVERY 

AVAILABLE IN CHOICE OF 50 OR MORE FABRICS AND COLORS 

MATCHING CHAIR Only $139 

DECO•N 
301 W. 21st ST. NORFOLK• CORNER OF L LEWELLYN 

ACROSS FROM SEARS• 623- 3100 • PARKING LOT IN REA R 

OPEN EVEN I NGS UNTIL 8 :30 

THRU DEC. 24 


