
Yeah, it's the first time the audi­
ence has to sit, when they're not 
entertained. Up to that point it's 
very light. You hear some funny 
stories. You hear things like , "Life 
is an ashtray, " and "If Troy Donahue 
can be a movie star •. ," and "Tits, 
when am I gonna grow tits?" Those are 
things you're just sitting listening 
to, but there's not any kind of im­
pact. Cassie is the first one that 
you go, "Bang, there' s something heavy 
here" (between Zach and Cassie.) And 
then Paul comes on and you 're ready 
for him. 

00 • How do audiences norma Uy react to the 
monologue? 

SW: It varies . That's a hard question to 
answer. Some people are devastated by 
it . Some people have come back and 
told me that I just broke their heart 
and that I really hit the nail on the 
head. Sometimes after my monologue 
they clap , sometimes they don't clap . 
I fee l that sometimes if the audience 
is really in tune, I can hear a pin (X) : 
drop. SW : 

And then there are those people 00: 
out there who j ust can't deal with it, SW: 
who are rustling around, you know, 00: 
getting into their bags, and putting SW : 
on lipstick or whatever they are doing . 
They just can ' t handle the story, and 
they become very bored with it and 
don't pay attention to what's going 
on, and there's lots of coughing . It ' s 
different every night. 

I hope, and my intention is , to get 
the message across, the loving mes­
sage . You see , t his is a real good 
opportunity for me to spread the word 
about homosexuality, and to let peo­
ple know that we are human beings . 
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" (THE PLAY) IS A PERFECT OPPORTUNITY 
TO LET SOCIETY SEE ANOTHER ASPECT OF 00: 
A PARTICULAR HOMOSEXUAL. 11 
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And being judged is not something SW: 
that we appreciate. We are human 
beings with human feelings and we eat 
and sleep and survive and strive just 
like everyone else. We're no different 
than anyone else in this world . We' re 00 : 
no different. And this is a perfect 
~pportunity to let society see another SW : 
aspect of a particular homosexual . 

Society has a view that we are just 
screaming queens that dress up in 00: 
girls' clothes , and we're sick and SW : 
we're into chi ld molesting, and all 
the other crazy shit that is so untrue. 

This particular character is a per­
son who wants a job and who is willing 
to take a chance of losing a job by 
telling his story. 
Do you feel a little let down that the 
character hurts his leg near the end 
of the play and doe n't get cho en? 

I always felt that if the accident 
didn ' t occur that I would be chosen 
for the show. It ' s just something 
that happens; and it's another knife 
that goes into your stomach. To hap­
pen to that character--anyone else 
would be fine--to happen to that 
character that you have so much 
feeling for is devastating. 
Do you ever get tired o~ the role? 
Yes. It's a very difficult role to do. 
It 's a responsibility. I find myself 
being very moody because it ' s a heavy 
responsibility, and I don't have 
music to carry me through . There is 
me and there is Zach, and nothing 
else. And when I do that fourteen­
minute monologue there is no one else 
out there but me. 

There are only so many times you 
can tell the story. I always love the 
role, but, yes, there are times when 
I get real tired of saying those same 

words over and over. 
Y u 're leaving the company soon? 
In a week and a half . 
And then what? 
Unemployment. 
What would you like to do ? 
I would like to do a new Broadway 
show, a good part and something new 
and exciting. I 've been involved with 
the Chorus Line company, in and out , 
for fiv e years, and that's a long 
time t o be playing Paul San larco. It 
has given me many opportunities and 
more than I ever dreamed about, and 
for tha t I 'm very grateful . It ha s 
t aught me a great deal about myself . 
Playing that particular character has 
taught me a lot about being a homo­
sexual and how to deal with it , But 
I ' d like to move on and do something 
else. 
What about the proposed movie o 
Chorus Line? Do you have any though .s 
about that? 
The movie oE Chorus Line .•. I would 
give my eye teeth, I would give all 
of my teeth •.. Yes , I would like to be 
i n the movie. To do that particular 
role on film would be the ultimate. 
Hollywood doesn ' t have a ha.bit o 
using Broadway per ol'mers, do they? 
No , Hollywood's real strange. I have 
a feeling that Hollywood is going to 
fuck it up, to put it point blank. 
riho do you think they wiU cast? 
Well, they supposedly have already 
cast Baryshnikov ..• I presume as Zach, 
the director. And they've also cast 
Michael Jackson either as Richie or 
Paul. He ' s a very light-skinned egro, 
he could pass as a Puerto Rican . 
Paul's a very central character . 
can 't imagine Michael Jackson playing 
Richie and just saying, "Give me the 
ball" and that's it •. . I have the 
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feeling they would have to bee F up 
the role of Richie to have Jackson 
play it. 

My personal opinion is hat · f they 
don't do it exactly the way i was 
done on Broadway , that hev're just QQ_: 
going to fuck it up. And that• s , 
going to be real sad because tha s 
what made it so unique and so wonder- SW: 
ful--the fact that it had nos ars 
and it was done very simply. Thev ' :e 
going to try to make it a scar vehicle, 
and that's very, ver wrong. 
You wor>ked i h Baryshn ~ko.:J on hi'" 
TV pecial. w'hat wa he lik~? 
Misha, as he likes o be called , is a 
really loving human being. There are 
no airs about him. He doesn ' t walk 
in like "I am the prima baller· na of 
the world. 11 It took me three davs o 
get over the fact that I was working 
with Mikhail Baryshnikov, bee use he 
really is a legend. And be on d hat , 
he's a human being, a lovely human 
being. He's very supportive of other 
people. If you were hav ing problems 
with a step, he would come over and 
say, "Can I help you?" He was phenom­
enal to work wjth. 
Wh.a t ahout Mi>ie 7. i? (w was n Z 0 

~:n the TVs. e ·au 
Liza Minelli . . . she was t ough , she 
was tough, I found her to be ..• I hate 
to put this in print, but I believe 
in speaking honestly .. . She's a lovely 
lady, but I found her to be a little 
schizo . She was just real "wired," r 
didn't know how to deal with her . She 
just came from a miscarriage, so she 
was a little freaked out about that, 
She was freaked out about being over­
weight from having been pregnant, and 
she was a little paranoid about danc­
ing with Ba ryshnikov . I j ust f'ound 
her to be a little difficult and T 
think I was intimidated by her . Onn' 
again, she was a legend and I al-

low,ed myself to be intimidated by 
Liza Minelli. She's a very, very 
strong personality. 
I/hat ef eat did !.Jinning the Tony have 
on you? 
Ah, the Tony award ... well, I was 25 
years old and very young and very 
naive. It scared me to death . Like 
said earlier, I nev r wanted to do 
anything other than dance in the 
chorus, and , all of a sudden~ there 
I was standing on stage with a Tony 
award for Best Fea ured Actor in a 
Musical. And it took me by surprise 
and it was a very difficult h ing 
to handle. It was a lovely moment in 
my life, one that I ' ll alwa s cherish . 
But what do you do with it ? At 25 
years old , what do you do with it? 

I'm now six years older and I ' ve 
learned a lot about how to deal with 
it . For a long time I wouldn 1 t look 
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at the Tony. I had it up on my mantle 
but I wouldn't go near it, not even 
to dust it. It was just something so 
beyond my expectations. I'm very 
grateful to have it . 
One last question . Would you care to 

pe u ate on what percen t o. he aas 
o· C"no?Us Line is aay? 
~.~n~speak for them, I can 

only speak for myself. It would be 
unfair to them to comment on that. 
I'm learning to be more open about my 
life. At the time Chorus Line happened 
I hadn't yet accepted my own homo­
sexuality . I looked upon it as some­
thing very negative, as a lot of homo­
sexuals do that haven't reall y come 
out of the closet, and I was very 
much still in the closet. 

So , every night for three years I 
walked out on the stage tel ling this 
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::::;:::;:::::::::::::::::::'.:::::;:::::::·:•:::::::::::::::.:::• 

"AT THE TI E CHORUS L[ ~E HAPPENED 1 
HAON' T YET ACCEPTED 1Y mil HO 10SEX­
UALITY. II 

story that I was a homosexua l and 
hating it . This was because I was not 
only playing a cha racter, but I was 
forced to look at my own life , and it 
wasn't a very prett picture to me. 
So I approached the role of Paul ver v 
negatively. 

Since then my attitude has defi­
nitely changed . I am who I am and I 
live my life the way I wan to live 
it, and if it is something peoole 
can't deal with, that is jus t t oo bad. 

ly one big fear about bein~ homo­
sexual was that I would lose 1,:ork. 
Bu, as I s ay i n the character "I am 
a ma n." And I have spent 30 yea r s 
trying t o learn how t o be butch and 
I do n' t have to be butch. I ean, I 
am not a truck driver . And I don ' t 
have to be a truck driver to be a 
man . I am who I am. 

I'm getting better . I haven't qui e 
conquered a ll of it yet, but I am a 
lot more open about it and being out 
has made m life a lot more lighter 
and en j oyable. It has allowed me to 
comfortably audition for o her 
things. When I had done the role of 
Paul originally and after I had won 
the Tony, I th ought, "Oh , God , all 
these people know tha t I ' m gay , I ' ll 
never work aga in as long as I li ,e . " 

I found that no to be so . I found 
out th a t i t was just m own insecuri­
ties abou t being homos xual that 
bothered me . But now, I'm a ot more 
open t han ever. I ' m ver• proud o be 
who I am . I'm proud of what I ' ve 
accomplished in m life and I'm ge -
ting a lot bettec a spreading the 
word. And like I said, this is a 
wonderful opportunity for me to spr e~n 
the word, and I'm rea l happy about 
that. 
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