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HE NATIONAL MAR,CH ON WASHINGTON 
FOR LESBIAN AND 

GAY RIGHTS 
CTOBER 14, 1979 

un October 14 , 1979, at 12 noon 
egan the l a rgest national gay rights 

demonstra ion in h istor y . It was the 
aLional :-tar h on 1Jasltington for 
esbian and Gay Righ s and mor than 
00 ,000 people march d th two mil 
ou t from the ma) 1 opposit the 
milhsonj an down Pennsylvania Ave-
ue past the White House and t the 
rounds of th \.J shjngton ~lonument 
or a rally . 

~tor than a year ' s planning wen 
nLo the March, an I th s ated goal 
•as "an e nd to all social , conomic, 
judicial, and legal oppressi n of 
lesbian and gay peopl . " Th I-larch 
I/as p aceful and organized and pro­
gr ssed on i t s rout e very smoothly . 
be specta t or s gene ral ly appeared 
riendly, al th ough opposite the 

\lhite House there w r e two men 
arrying "R 'P n or Perish" and 
'Jsus Sav s From Hell " sjgns . 

The major controversy of the day 
erms to b th qu s tion of how 
any par Li cipated in th , arch and 
ally . Figun s quot d in various 
on-g;, v n wsn/ln°n; vary from 25 , 000 
o 75,000, as estimated r sp ctiv ly 
y the U. S . Parks Service and the 
.C . Police Department, suppos dly 
5 w : he sam procedures for c rowd 
stimation aL th same times of th 
a, . The> !arch n W,1sh ington l dia 

. · tee had two people tationed 
t 17th and Const itu ion counting 
.irchers an,1 on s p a t th Wash­

ington ::onmum nt . Their fj n l est i­
aLe> .. •as 120 , 000 people at th e> march 

and rall v . S v ra 1 local Tid water 
peop le who hav a t e nd ed o her di?.m­
nstrations (ERA, Vietnam) also 

concur tha th "mor e than 100 , 000 " 
,0 stimate is m r e r asonabl e . 

Groups from al 1 ov r Lh e: 011ntry 
,.er rl?pr s•nted , v:i h espe [allv 
large stat contingents from Cali ornia , 
Texas , New York , and 1assachus t s . 
los t maj r ci ti es w r r epr sent d 

1<ith la rge b nn rs and the r, was a 
la rge variety of groups marchir>~. 
A small sampl in j ncl ud •s Par nts of 
Gays , Rainb o"' Jilli· nee of th Deaf, 
Gay Teachers, Gay Youth, Gertrude 
Stein Democ-ratic Cl ub, Gay Farm 
Workers, and the ifo rk r's Horld 
Party. Religious groups inc lud d 
Affirmation Unjted I thodiscs , 
Dignity , 1n eg rity, [CC , Gay 
'io rmons United, Jewish Cays, and 
Gay P ople in Christ ian S r vice . 
Campus groups r e pr s nt d Harvard­
Radcliffe, University of Iowa , 

Arizona State University, and Vir- groups as parents of gays, gay youth, 
ginia Tech , to name only a few. Local ative American gays, black gays , and 
banners confirmed that Lambda Alliance deaf gays. eg Christian, Holly Near 

of Williamsburg, and the UUGC and OUR Tom Robinson and Gotham were among th 
~ w re part of the ontingent behind ent rtainers. 
the "Lesb ians & Gay '-I f T'd Th en o 1 ewate r, e speeches during the r a lly gen-
Va." banner. erally expr es .ed f elings of prid e . 

The rally was emceed by comic Robin of xube r ance, of unit y , and of · 
Tyler and March Transportation nffic d termination. The r emarks of Betty 
coordinator Ray Hill. Sp ea kers includ d Santora of Lesbian Feminist Liberat ion 
Lucia Valeska of GTF , Eleanor Sm al perhaps encapsula t ed many of the sen-
and Arlie Scott of OW, Rep. T d tim nts when she said , "Thi s historic 
Weiss and Rep. Phillip Burton (co- event has laid t he foundation for a 
sponsors of national gay rights bill) , national mass mov ment for le bian 
San Francisco City Supervisor Harry and gay rights .. . As we move into 
Britt , Troy Perry of MCC , and many the next decade , we move with the 
0
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ANTI-KLAN COALITION 
COUNTERS KLAN RALLY 

Accompani d by chants of " w'e say 
no to racism" and "Ku Klux Klan, 
scum of th land", the Peopl United 
for Human Justice (PUHJ) Coalition 
gathered outside th Virginia Bea h 
Dom Civic cen er in the early eve­
ning h urs of Octob r 5. Betw en 
75 and 100 strong, the prot stor s , 
from black , labor, socialist, gay 
rights and civil libertarian or­
ganiza tions , carri d signs and 
picketed in opposition to Ku 
Klux Klan " recruiting rally" which 
took place a few blo ks south of the 
Dom . The Klan's Imperi 1 \.Jizard, 
Bill Wilk 'nson, who had arriv din 
Virginia Beach on Octob r 2, con­
ducted the recruitment effor t . 

Lesbians and g y men from all 
parts of Tidewater join din th 
demonstrations and at one point , 
it was estimated that as many as 
30 demonstrators were memb rs of 
the gay community. A majority of 
these w rem mbers of th Unitar­
ian Universalist Gay Coaununity 
(UUGC) of Norfolk . (On September 
25 the UUGC forma ll y voted to join 
the anti-Klan oalition . ) 

More than 100 stet and lo al 
policepersons, wearing riot gear 
and using attack dogs, wer sta­
tioned in the vicinity of t he de­
monstration and r ally areas . 

After picketing and chanting 
for about two hours outside the 
Dome, various spokespersons fo r 
them mbers of PUHJ mad brief 
talks to the assembled pro test­
ors . Speakers included George 
Banks, Pr sid nt of the orfolk 
branch of th AACP ; Dani 1 Gary , 
for th Norfolk Coalition for Hu­
man Rights; and Phillip Wilayto, 
for the socialist Workers World 
Party . 

Coaljtion member s then decid d 
to carry their protest to the 
7th Stre t site of th e Klan ' s 
ral ly . The group grew in numb rs 
as i t marched south along the 
east side of Atlantic Avenue , ac­
companied by riot-trained police­
per sons . A picket line was estab­
li shed on the sidewalk immediately 
in front of the Ramada Inn and only 
several hundred feet away from the 
Ku Kl ux Klan ' s rally , which was tak­
ing place on the boardwalk. 

Across the stre t from PUHJ de­
monstrators wer the pickets of a 

group known a the Cormnitt e Against 
Racism (CAR) whose leader had main­
tained that the Klan should not be 
allowed to xist and had pr dieted 
violence at th rally. (Th or folk 
Virginian-Pilot report d that mcmb rs 
of CAR did assault two m mb rs of the 
Ku Klux Klan and had tak n several 
of th e K1an memb rs ' hoods . ) 

At on point in th d rnons ration 
CAR members cross d to th ast side 
of Atlantic Av nu and mingled with 
th People's Coalition, and og her 
th two groups trad d taunts and in­
sults with Klan supporters . After 
d monstraLjng for about one hour 
at 7th Str L, th Coalitl n members 
march d back to th Dom . KKK sup­
por rs foll w d Lil coalition pi k-

ts throughout th ir 11-blo k march 
during which the two sid s xchan d 
shut d insults . It was during this 
return march that police appear d to 
mak sev ral arr st of those who 
were imp ding vehi cular traffic on 
Atlantic Av nu , but ther e wer no 
inciden s involving Coalition march-
ers . 

Action by ce rtai n PUHJ coalition 
demonstrators did r vea l a lack of 
sensitivity for gay members of th 
Coalition . Toward th end of the 
return march along Atlan ic Avenue , 
some Coalition peopl peopl tri d 
o insult Klan supporters by shout­

ing the word , "Faggot ", at Lh m. 
Lesbians and gay men among the anti­
Klan demonstrators wer visibly dis­
turb d by hi s insensiLiv behavior 
on the part of some of their com­
rades . 

Navy Orders Rallies Off-Limits 
The U.S. Navy commands in TJd -

water had declar d both th Klan 
rally and th anti-Klan demonstra­
tions off - limits to all avy p rson­
nel. At 1 ast four ~vy persons 
were subsequ ntly disciplined as a 
r sult of violation of th se off­
limits ord rs . 

As a r sult of the avy's actions 
th Klan ' s lmperial Wizard , Bill Wil­
kinson, has requ std the Am rican 
Civil Liberli s Uni on (ACLU) of 
Virginia to int rven on behalf of 
the Klan and the right of military 
p rsonn .1 to attend the ralli s . 
The ACL has acknowl dg d that it 
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~rd WorldA 
C,conference 

We're Gay, We're Proud, 
We're Third World 

by Daniel Gary 
Two Englishmen were amo ngst those who 

participated in the very firs ational 
Con erence for Third World Lesbians and 
Gay Men , which was held at Harambee 
House, Washington, DC, October 12-15. 
One of th mis writing this articl and 
finds the task not a littl arduous . He 
also rea1·zes the irony of having a 
white , non-Third WorJd for ign r visit ­
ing what was nvisag d as a national 
event and then bing ask d to •rit e a ­
bout the experience. How much happier he 
~ould be to hav had a Third ~orld per­
son from Tidewater write this account . 
He knows thls cannot be , for no Third 
World pe rsons from the. orfolk area , be 
thy Black, Asian, Latin or Indian, at­
tend d the C nference . That fact in it­
self is a ~s c of great sadness to 
him. Consid8~1ng the ize of the black , 
gay population in this area he had good 
hopes that som on wol1ld b fou nd who 
was willing and able to go , but it was 
not to be. (Perhaps we didn't try hard 
enough to loc a people-- ! know we didn ' t 
--1 know I didn't.) So , hew nt on his 
own , on the Greyhound . And h se are his 
experienc , th se are~ experi nc s . 

The main purposes of th Conferen e 
w r e : to stablish a national political 
service organization which would r fleet 
th c ncerns and n ds o( lesbians nd 
gJys who ar also rdcial/~thnic rninori­
t ·e s; Lo ·t bli h a ommunir:at i ns n~'t ­
work by nd for th many Third World 
lesbian/gay or~anizations which current­
ly exis t and whi h will com abut . 

Organized primarily by a handful o[ 
dedicated pop] from th . ational Coali­
tion of Black Gays , th Conf rence al ­
tra d n arly 500 p opl during its run, 
people from a wid of ba ckgrounds 
and groups . r,ay Am rican Indians 1ere in 
a l endance fron he West Coast gay Asians 
arriv d f r om all ov r th country . (How 
many gay Asians are th re in V rmont?) A 
larg La in Am rican conLing nt was in 
vid nee and it was pl asing to s e that 

the Conf rence had a Ltract d a group of 
gay people from M xico wh spok during 
the Confer nee ssions about th e r­
ribl oppr ssion that gay p opl uff r 
in h ir ' untry . 'aturally th larg('st 
racial group was that of th Black., who 
had travelled to DC in th ir hundr ds to 
b pr s nt at this hi toric occasion . 
Mn ion must also be mad of the sub an­
t ial minority of Whit s who w r e h r 
Th Confer nc had be n arranged so that 
only I nday ' s session w uld h clos d Lo 
non-Third World p ople . We w r inv jtcd 
to ate nd all th oth rs s ions nd 
worksh ps . From talking to oth'r 1.fhit · 
I gather>d w a ll shar d en thu iasm f r 
the Conference were all pleased to be 
Lh re , to have be n allowed to a tcend 
and tak parl in Con( rcnc busin s . 

Th ConE rence activities b gan on 
Thursday night with a cultural ev nin , 
which took plac in th Rahama Ballroom 
o( Har mbee Hous . ( ' Rahama' i Swahili 
for ' peace ' ,'Haramb e ' , Sw hili for 
' unity '. ) Th audi nee wa w 11 nt r­
tain ed and lh ir minds stimuJat d by 
such obvious talents as Th e Club Hous 
Dancers, who boogi d away mu hen rgy 
with a certain amount of styl , sing rs 
Castl b rry & Dupre, po ts Audre L rd , 
Ernie Acosta Octavio Roca, bluesman 
Blackb rri whose song-title ' Wh n Will 
Th Ignoranc Encl?' form d part of th 
logo of th Con£ r nee, and Dolors Berrv . 
whos powerful gosp l s ingin vok d • 
much r ponse , particularl 
da y vening during the C 
when she had me int rs 
her music . 

i n 
emotive wa 
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INSIDE 
Ca l ndar 10 
Lr.>sbi ns 1- r nt & C nt er 6,7 
L t t r. T Th Edi r 2 
T i.dewat er , e s 9 


