
Nickelodeon Closes 
Or- If This Is Tuesday,1 MustBeAtTheNickel 
by J.D. 

Steve Brown 
"lf this i.s Tuesday , I must be at 

the Nickel." r probably never use d 
that phrase, but it does ex press 
something that over the pas t year 
became part of my l i f . I' m referring 
to the dime-beer nights t ha t pa cked 
the Nickelod on with peopl eve ry 
Tuesday night for at 1 as t t he pa s t 
several months . They became a tra-

dition for myself and many others to 
the degree that we did not even con­
s i der going.tnywhere else. I fell 
i nto this p~tern since many of my 
fellow UUGC-ers wou ld go there after 
the Tuesday meetings. That was part 
of the f riendliness there, but it 
was also fair l y easy to meet new 
people, who became friends, perhaps 
easier than at the o ther bars. The 
Nickel always represented to me the 
r i ght blend for a bar--somewhere 
between cruis i ng and socializing, 
with more emphasis on the latter, 
but enough of the former. 

l shou ld comment that it is not 
my i ntention to slight the other 
nights o f the week when discussing 
t he Nickel. They were less crowded 
and therefore more relaxing--a very 
homelike atmosphere in which to sit 
with friends, talk and unwind . 

The Nickelodeon was one of the 
oldest gay bars in Norfolk--only the 
Cue and the Continental have been 
open longer--and it, l i ke Hickey's 
and the Ritz, was a victim of the 
urban renewal project that is gutting 
downtown. Steve Brown, the owner, 
and Carl Gruel, the manager, have 
stated that they are looking for a 
ne~ location, but plans at this time 
are very tentat i ve, and a new "Nickel" 
is not likely to appear before the 
first of the year. The closing party 
for the Nickel was held on Friday 
and Saturday nights, August 31 and 
September l, and a packed house cel­
ebrated its closing. It will be 
missed . 
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Last month Our Own r ported t hat t he 
utcracker , agayclisco in ~;orfol k , 

had been sold suddenly , wi t h no advance 
notice of the hange in owner s h i p. 
Many learned of the change when they 
showed up se king admi t tance at the 
club ' s front door . Our Own's reporter 
was one o · th s , a~h~as told by 
someone who appeared t o be. a new em­
pl oyee that Lh utcracker had become 
a "straig,ht black bar ." The employ ee 
also said chat a newly-ins t ituted 
dress code prohibited the wear ing of 
jeans which this reporte r had on at 
the t i me . 

The next day Our Own confi rmed that 
the utcracker's name had be en changed 
to the Fox Trap, and that all of the 
employees of the gay disco had been 
replaced . Although an attempt was made 
to reach the owners of t he Nu t cracker, 
Marc and Loretta Gross, i n order to 
confirm these changes, bo th o f them 
were said to be out of town. Since 
then, Our Own was able to talk with 
th Gr~e;:-and they have provi ded 
us with the fo llowing sta t ement : 
"To Our Dear Friends in t he Tidewater 
Gay Community : 

It was with deep regr et t hat we 
sold the Nutcracker, but fo r f i nan­
cial reasons it had t o be done . The 
way it was done was not to ou r lik i ng. 
But the sale made it poss i ble fo r us 
to liquidate all our deb ts wi th a 
consid rable amoun t 1 ft over i n order 
for us to reopen a large , more unique 
and a convcn·ent location . We have en­
joyed our relationship wi t h the gay 
conrnunity and apprecia t e i t s previous 
support and pledge to fur t her ou r 
assoc ia tion with it . A commi t ment has 
be n made on a new locat ion to house 
a fine restaurant and an exc i ting 
disco , We ant· cipate opening around 

ew Year ' s." 
In the week that followed t he Nut­

cracker's sale Clif t Briggs , who 
identified himself as a member of an 
organization that provides servi ces 
to area military personnel , attended 
a meeting of the Unitar ian Un i versal i st 
Gay Communi y (UUGC) and asked the 
group to consider protesting t he 
Grosses' r cent actions . ln part i cular 
Briggs charged that the Nu t cra cker's 
staf had not b en given the cus tomary 
two weeks notice of termination of 
their employment . Briggs reminded 
UUGC members thll t he Nutcra cker had 
been the ubject of intens e contro­
ver9y last fall shortly af t er i t had 
ope ed as a gay disco . UUGC members 
discussed these issues ~i t h Briggs , 
but no motion was made t hat the group 
should take any a c tion at that t ime. 

When asked t o respond t o char ges 
hat the ctaff of t he Nutcracker had 

not been given two weeks no t ice; narc 
Gross said tha t his employees had been 
given two weeks salary and bonuses 
which consisted of a wee kend i n Wash­
ington, D. C. He also sa i d when he re­
opened, his former staff would probably 
be hired back to wor k fo r h i m. 

By Scott 
Gross acknowledged that the deal for 

che Nutcracker had not been handled in 
the best way possible. He said that on 
Monday July 30, Bob Fields and John 
Price came into the Nutcracker and 
offered to buy the place . Gross told 
them he would sell if t he price was 
r ight . Fields and Pr ice then made an 
offer whl ch Gross accepted. 

On Wednesday, Fields and Pr i ce re­
turned and indicated that they wanted 
to take possession by that Friday. 
Gross said that still no papers had 
been drawn up for the sale . Gross told 
Our Own that he planned to have about 
two ;;;ks notice in which he could 
inform staff and patrons of the im­
pending sale. 

According to Gross, it was at this 
point that the new owners offered him 
a bonus if he would give up the Nut­
cracker immediately. On Friday, August 
3, Gross along with Price sat in a 
lawyer's office from 10:00am t o 6:30pm 
to work out a deal and to sign the 
papers. And that night the new owners 
took immediate possesion . Because they 
wanted an opportunity to inform t hei r 
customers Marc and Loretta Gross, on 
the night of the sale , stood outside 
to tell former patrons that this was 
no longer a gay bar. When the new owners 
saw what was happening, they asked the 
forme~ owners to move off their property. 
Then the Grosses moved across the street 
to continue their efforts. Marc Gross 
said that the police were not called . 
(In the August issue of~~ an in­
dividual who described himself as a 
former manager of the Nutcracker, had 
told this reporter that the new owners 
had called police to the scene.) 

When asked about the new place which 
the Grosses plan to open, Marc Gross 
said it is going to be a "nice place, 
with better facilities, very unique 
disco, finer sound sys t em, and with a 
much bigger dance floor." When asked 
if it "188 going to be in Ghent, he 
said that it is going to be on the 
other side of town from the Nutcracker's 
location. When the deal is finalized , 
this newspaper will report it . 

ISRAEL from page 1 

Ministry and the police would not 
protect demonstrators from violence. 
Demonstrators carried placards in 
both English and Hebrew, some of 
which read: ''GAY, JEWISH and PROUD", 
"GAY IS GOOD 11

, and "GAY PRIDE and 
LIBERATION". 

The gay and lesbi an demonstrators 
called themselves ne ' imin and 
ne'amot which refers to language 
found in the Old Testament. Ne'imin 
was used by Dav i d when referring to 
Jonathan in the Book of Samuel, and 
ne ' amot was taken from the story 
of Naom i and Ruth from the Book of 
Ruth . According to the demonstrators' 
literature, Ne'imim and Ne'amot are 
'~omen and men who prefer a lifestyle 
with those of their own sex . For us, 

Cue Club's DJ: 
I f you want to hear the new disco 

sounds be fore they hit the charts or 
before a friend tells you about it-­
go to the Cue Club, On Thursday even­
ings starting at n i ne, DJ Dan Tomasulo 
weaves some of the 30 to 60 weekly 
new releases and test presses into 
his program. 

According to Dan, former DJ .of ~he 
Lost and Found in D. C. , the Pi. ts in 

New York, and the Come Together in . 
Jacksonville, Florida, Tidewater rest­
dents hear the same hits when they go 
out-of-town. Compared to other areas 
Norfolk is right in line when i t 
comes to the top ten; otherwise this 
area leans to Funk Disco while t.he 
larger cities like New York go in 
for the trippy drug scene type o f 
disco. 

However, Tidewater residents have 
not always pi.eked up on new sounds. , 
Last August Dan played Gloria Gaynor s 
"l Will Survive" and the people just 
walked off the floor. It was not until 
November and December , after the song 
had received play on radio stations, 
that people began ask i ng for i t. Dan 
says, "a lot of people ar~ not su re 
about new music . They don t know 
whether they should ~ik~ it or not 
and how to dance to it. 

Each week Dan receives 30 to 60 
new releases from record di str i butors, 
and from these he picks a few tha t 
he thinks will make it to the top. 
Dan I s ability to select the sounds 
that are going to make it to the top 
is beginning to be recognized by t he 
industry and its publicat i ons. In 
July Dan's picks were l i sted along 
with four other DJ I s from St udio 54 , 
NY NY, Regi nnes (all o f New Yor k) 
and Maxis of San Diego. He wi ll be 
in future editions of "Michael I s 
Thing" and "Disco DJ." 

Dan recently taped a feature fo r 
"Stepping Out" a syndicated radio 
show from California and is in the 
process of making a tape fo r Paris' 
The Palace, the largest dis co in t he 
world, and there i s a possibili t y 
that he will be the i r guest DJ for 
the month of December. 

Dan's expertise also keeps him in 
close touch with record industry news. 
He commented that disco, which three 
years ago represented 18% or record 
sa l es, now comprises J4%. This has 
encoura ged artist s who have not yet 
recorded disco to try it, such a s 
Ann Marg£ret and Andy Williams. He 
has alsu heard that Barbara Streisand 
is working on a disco album wi th 
Donna Summers . Dan disagrees with 

On The Inside Track • 

Cue D.J. Dan Tomasulo Photo by JD 

t ho se who s a y d i sco is at i t s peak . 
He f eel s i t ha s jus t reached one of 
ma ny pea ks and is on the doorstep of 
becoming part of American Life . 

Dan a na t ive of Newark, N. J . , 
en joy~ the Tidewa t er area and says , 
"The p ople here have been real nice , 
The Cue Club is a good place to work 
because of the people and the relaxed 
laid back atmosph re. The people come 
r eady to let loose and it makes my 
job easier ." Dan compares Norfolk's 
Cue Club with the Lost and Found and 
t he Eagle in Exile in D.C . 

Other than music Dan ' s interest 
include hunting , skln diving and 
pa leontology . His interest in fossils 
have taken him to a dig in Nebraska . 

Some of the albums that Dan says 
we will be hearing are: "Sweet Blind­
ness " by 1ight y Pope on RFC; "Whatcha 
Do To Me" by Louis Love on Ocean; 
"Fra nce Joli" by France Joli on Pre ­
l ude ; "Bad Reputation" by The Ritchie 
Family on Casablanca; "Ooh La La" by 
Suz i Lane on Electra; and the new 
Grace J ones release on Muse, which 
includes " Sinn i ng" a nd "Suffer" , two 
songa Dan r efers to a s Sade/Masco 
Disco. 
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preference . It is a way of lif e ," J ewi sh Na t ional Fund has cooperated 
Specific demands of the demon- with ga y Jewish or ganizations and syn -

strators included the right of agogues in issuing certificates and 
gays and lesbians to live as they pla cques t hat r ecognize the t rees for 
choose, the right to organize and ga y Jews . The letter specul a t es that 
assemble , the abolition of the · law t his reversal in at t i t ude "sounds like 
against homosexual relations, and t he wor k of the same ultra - orthodox 
a change in the attitude of Israel i rabbis who tr ied t o preven t the Con-
society toward lesbians and gays . fe r ence from taking place . 11 ) 

Although born in anger and fru s trat i on, This reporter found t ha t Tel Aviv , 
the demonstration was peaceful and as might be expect ed , ha s its own gay 
non-violent and did not generate a distr i ct and bea ch, and its share of 
counter demonstration . A few people gay bar s , d is cos an d r estaura nts . In 
who wished to publicize demands not many way s Tel Aviv seems to be some -
related to the gay issue wer e not per- what l iber a l , at leas t when compar ed 
mitted to do so, and this gave the to Norfolk. Ther e , men are able t o 
demonstration a clear focus on gay walk wi th ea ch o th er ha nd in hand, 
concerns. and there do es no t seem to be the red -

Approximately one hundred persons neck atmos phere tha t i s, on occas ion , 
joined the demonstration, which was in evidence in Nor fo l k. While I sr ael 
given good television and press cover- does have its laws of o ppression sim -
age . After the demonstration four or ilar to our sodomy sta tu t es, i n Is ra el 
five gay persons came out during na- there does not s e em t o be t he heavy 
tlonally televised interviews. emphas i s on forced masculin i t y which 

After the Conference and demonstra- isolates men f rom one anothe r . Whil e 
tlon many of the conferees participa- it is only my pr i vat e speculation, 
ted in an eight-day tour of Israel . it is perhaps becaus e o f the r ecent 
One of the highlights of the tour was turmoil the Israeli people have en-
to have been the tree planting cere- dured, that they are more apt to act 
mony in dedication to gay Jews . The on feelings than out o f f ear and a 
gay congregations had donated to the false macho psychology. 
Jewish National Fund $9000 for the Even though we experienced s ome 
plantin% of 3,000 trees in a memorial infringement of our r i ghts while there, 
forest . gay Jews should be made aware t hat t he 

For reasons that are not clear, no government does welcome everyone to 
representatives of the Jewish National visit the country. Gay people need 
Fund showed up to conduct the ceremony, have no fear that they wi l l be harassed 
and there was no one on hand who could at Israel's borders . Also the wide pub-
even show the tour group where these llcity given to acts of terrorism and 
3,000 trees had been planted . The tour violence creates an inaccurate ima ge of 
group met for a 3 am brainstorming present-day life in Israe l. Isolated 
session and decided to hold the dedi- acts of terrorism notwithstanding, the 
cation ceremony in spite of the of- people of Israel, represent i ng so many 
ficial snub . On the following day one different religious cultures, l i ve in 
symbolic tree was planted in memory friendship and mutual respect for one 
of gay Jews . another . 

(According to a letter which ap- Finally it must be not e d that Israel 
peared in Boston ' s Q!.Y Communi ty News , is a l and of dynamic beauty. The di -
September l issue, Israeli newspapers versity of its f eatures , f rom t he Med-
have reported that the Jew i sh Nat i on- iterranean coast to the Dead Sea shores' 
al Fund is now ''opposed to inscribing from the majestic mounta i ns of the 
the word 'homosexual' on the monument Golan Heights to the aw esome Ne gev 
in front of the new forest. 11 The letter Desert to the South helped ma ke our scay 

' · nee writer explains that local gay activ- in the Holy Lan d a fascinat i ng exper1e · 
ists are insisting that the memorial 
plaque state that the forest is dedi- t~.=:::.I:~8It~8!(S:l :S:: 
cated to gay male and lesbian defend-
ers of the State o.f I s r ael. The letter 


