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!tUte is a CD r!YJ-,
""- U This Montti's Diva

IYana "ramp
Interview by Sasha Lauren

So Ivana can you tell us how you
started in the art of female imper-
sonation? and how long have you
been in this business?
I started 18 years ago on a dare when I
was in college and short $100 for rent.
I entered Donna Day's talent night at
Village Station then started working as
cast member, the rest is history.

Do you currently live your life as a
woman?
I have always been a women in my
heart started living as one 8 years
ago.

Was your transition into this life-
style hard? How does your fam-
ily feel about your life?
No my transition into living as a
woman has been easy thanks to
the love and support of family and
friends, I consider myself a very lucky
woman.

What is your favorite thing about the
show and female impersonation?
My favorite thing about my shows and
drag is that it allows me the luxury to do
what i love and get paid for it.

Any last comments for all your fans
out there?
I would like to thank you for 18 yrs of
being part of every cast at every popu-
lar club in Dallas/Ft Worth Metroplex.
They allowed me the chance to keep
doing what I love and get paid. I have
met so many people at my show that
I now call friends. Thanks to Rumba
for this chance to say hi and thank all
my friends. Thank you Eklusive, BJ'S,
S4, JR'S, THE BRICK, KALiENTE &
dallasgaybars.com for your continued
support through the d years. xox-
oxo Ivana
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aking the Case for Equality
Dallas Gay loti no Omar Narvaez joins lambda legal
by Jesse Garcia
www.jessegarcia.org

History has shown that minorities in the
United States have never gotten their
rights handed to them easily.The reason
why Blacks are integrated with Anglos in
schools, why Hispanics can serve on juries,
and why women were given reproductive
rights was not due to some courageous
law passed by Congress or because of
a valiant president's executive order. No,
these rulings were brought to you by the
judiciary branch of government.

Narvaez: "Primarily,I will be responsible for
developing and carrying out educational
and advocacy campaigns and programs
in the south central region which encom-
passes Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Okla-
homa, Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado and
New Mexico. I will help inform members
of the LGBTand HIV communities as well
as allies about issuesrelated to LGBTand
HIVrights,Lambda Legal's work, and ways
they can get involved to help achieve
equality. Iwill speak at conferences, meet-
ings, community forums, and trainings re-The courts have always provided the

checks and balances
needed to keep over-
zealous legislative,
executive and even
draconian voters' deci-
sions from discriminat-
ing against minorities in ~
America.

Since 1973, Lambda
Legal has successfully fought for its con-
stituencies thanks to the dedicated work
of itsattorneys, financial help from itscom-
munity, and its professional staff that goes
out into the field to spread the message
about the need for equality in our nation's
laws. Recently, Lambda Legal hired Dallas
gay Latino leader Omar Narvaez to serve
as its Community Educator for its South
Central Office.

Rumba: Tell us about your new position
with Lambda Legal.

One organization en-
trusted with keeping its
eye on all legal matters
pertaining to the Les-
bian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender commu-
nity, as well as people
with HIV/AIDS, is Lamb-
da Legal.

•.•.>

lated to Lambda Legal's work."

Rumba: What services does Lambda Le-
gal provide the LGBTcommunity?
Narvaez: "Lambda Legal is a national or-
ganization committed to achieving full
recognition of the civil rights of lesbians,
gay men, bisexuals, transgender people,
and those with HIVthrough impact litiga-
tion, education, and public policy work.
We also have a Legal Help Desk where
we respond directly to members of our
communities who are seeking legal infor-
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mation and assistance with discrimination
related to sexual orientation, gender iden-
tity and expression, and HIV status,"

Rumba: If a Texas resident has been dis-
criminated because he or she is LGBI
are there any laws that protect them?
Narvaez: "The majority of Help Desk calls
Lambda Legal receives involve com-
plaints of workplace discrimination be-
cause someone is gay (or perceived to
be gay), Unfortunately, neither federal
or state statutes expressly protect peo-
ple from discrimination based upon their
sexual orientation, However in certain
circumstances, there are some protec-
tions that may be available, For example,
there are local ordinances that protect
gay people from discrimination in some
circumstances, Dallas has such an ordi-
nance, as well as EI Paso, Austin and Fort
Worth, Houston has some protections for
city employees, Also, the federal govern-
ment has adopted or is in the process
of adopting some regulations that will
protect against discrimination in some
healthcare and housing situations, While
private employers are not prohibited by
Title VII (the federal law governing em-
ployment) from discrimination based on
sexual orientation per se, sometimes a pri-
vate employer can be held responsible if
the discrimination is less about being gay
or lesbian and more related to a person's
gender expression and not conforming
to gender stereotypes, Finally, public em-
ployees (those working for federal and
state governments, cities and counties,
public schools and public hospitals) are
protected by the U,S,Constitution's equal
protection guarantee which prohibits dis-
crimination based on sexual orientation
unless there isa legitimate and adequate
justification -- which rarely, if ever, can be
demonstrated ,"

Rumba: How can one help support the
organization?
Narvaez: "You can help support Lamb-
da Legal by volunteering, attending an
event, spreading the word about the work
we do and donating money to become
a member, Lambda Legal's work is pos-
sible because of our members, We do not
charge plaintiffs, We receive no govern-
ment funding, therefore we rely on indi-
viduals like your readers who are willing to
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stand with us and make an impact in the
lives of LGBTpeople and those living with
HI\!,You can become a member at www,
lornbdoleqol.orq/loln."

Rumba: How is Lambda Legal reaching
out to the Hispanic community?
Narvaez: "Through Proyecto Igualdad,
the organization's Latino outreach and
advocacy project we educate members
of the Hispanic community about LGBTis-
sues and rights, We also provide materials
and information in Spanish which can be
downloaded from our website, We also
have Spanish speaking Legal Help Desk
staff:'

For more information about Lambda Le-
gal:
Website: Lambdalegal.org
Espanol: lornbdoleqol.orq/es/
Legal Help Desk English or Spanish: 214-
219-8585
Toll free 1-866-542-8336
Facebook,com/lambdalegal
Iwitter.corn/lornbdoleqol
www.youtube.com/lambdalegal





A multi-faceted performer and Emmy Award
winner, John Leguizamo has established a ca-
reer that defies categorization. With boundless
energy and creativity, his work in film, theatre,
television, and literature covers a variety of
genres, continually threatening to create a few
of its own.

For his performance as a sensitive drag queen
in "Too Wong Foo: Thanks For Everything, Ju-
lie Newmar," Leguizamo garnered a Golden
Globe nomination for Best Supporting Actor.
Leguizamo also picked up ALMA Award nomi-
nations for his roles in "Moulin Rouge" (Best Sup-
porting Actor) and "King of the Jungle" (Best
Lead Actor).

In 1991, Leguizamo created an off-Broadway
sensation as the writer and performer of his
one-man show "Mambo Mouth," in which he
portrayed seven different characters. He re-
ceived Obie. Outer Critics Circle and Vanguar-
dia awards for his performance, The play's HBO
special led to his first television comedy special.
Comedy Central's "The Talent Pool." for which
he received a Ca-
bleACE Award.

Performance by a Leading Actor in a Play, Le-
guizamo won the Drama Desk and the Outer
Critic's Circle Awards for Outstanding Solo Per-
formance. A special presentation of "Freak," di-
rected by Spike Lee, aired on HBO and earned
Leguizamo the Emmy Award for Outstanding
Performance in a Variety or Music Program as
well as a nomination for Outstanding Variety,
Music or Comedy Special.

In Fall of 2001 Leguizamo returned to Broadway
with "Sexaholix ...a Love Story." Directed by Peter
Askin, the play is based on the sold-out national
tour, "John Leguizamo Live!" Leguizamo was
nominated for an Outer Critics Circle Award for
"Outstanding Solo Performance" and the show
received a Tony nomination for Best Special
Theatrical Performance. "Sexaholix" aired as
an HBO Special in Spring 2002 and also toured
the country. Additional stage credits include "A
Midsummer Night's Dream" and "La Puta Vida"
at the New York Shakespeare Festival and "Part-
ing Gestures" at INTAR.

He recently finished a 12 week Broad-
way run of his lates one-man show
GHETIO CLOWN, following in the un-
abashed, uncensored, and uninhibited
tradition of his Mambo Mouth, Spic-O-
Rama, Freak, and Sexaholix ...a Love
Story.

To add to his list of attributes, Leguizamo is also
an accomplished author. He recently
penned his autobiography "Pimps, Hos.
Playa Hatas, and All the Rest of My Hol-
lywood Friends," which was released by
Harper Collins in October 2006.The New
York Times called the book" brutally fun-
ny," while USAToday coined Leguizamo
as "one of the most exciting talents to
come along in some time."

Leguizamo's sec-
ond one-man
show, "Spic-O-Ra-
mo." had an ex-
tended sold-out
run in Chicago
at the Goodman
and Briar Street
theaters before
opening in New
York. The play re-
ceived numerous
accolades includ-
ing the Dramatists'
Guild Hull-Warriner
Award for Best
American Play
and the Lucille
Lortel Outstand-
ing Achieve-
ment Award for
Best Broadway
Performance. Le-
guizamo received the Theatre World Award for
Outstanding New Talent, as well as a Drama
Desk Award for Best Solo Performance. "Spic-
O-Rama" also aired on HBO, receiving four Ca-
bleACE Awards.

"Freak," Leguizamo's third one-man show,
ended a successful run on Broadway in 1998.
Billed as a "Sernl-Dernt-Ouosi-Pseudo Autobi-
ography," "Freak" was described as "scathingly
funny" (The New York Times.) Along with the
Tony Award nominations for Best Play and Best

....•

In Leguizamo's trademark style, the
piece explodes with energy, leading
audiences on a fever-pitch adventure
and heating up the stage with vivid
accounts of where he's been and the
colorful characters who have popu-
lated his life. Leguizamo takes audi-
ences from his adolescent memories in

Queens to the early days of his acting career
during the outrageous 80s avant-garde the-
atre scene, and on to the sets of major motion
pictures and his roles opposite some of Holly-
wood's biggest stars.

leguizamo explains, "GHETIO KLOWN is all the
things I say to my therapist and my manager,
but would NEVER want the general public to
know. It's cheaper than a lawsuit and I get to
take a bow at the end. It's like Wikileaks but with
no international manhunt. Yet."
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Benefitting AIDS Arms, Dallas Independent School District
graduates through LULAC4871 - The Dallas Rainbow Council

www.lulac4871.org


