




THEY SHOULD KNOW! 

The May 29th issue of TAB carried this headline on Page 10: 
BLONDES DO NOT NECESSARILY PREFER GENTLEMEN. 
How True! How True! 
From the same paper's Dateline page: 
"Man 34, strong, single. Have a good job, working nights, Would 
like to meet a lady during the daytime . Absolute discretion guaran
teed. I think I am a gentleman. TORONTO. 11 

Well, if you don't know by now •.•• 

WEAKNESS? 

One of the more infuriating misconceptions about the homophile 
Community is the popular belief that homosexuals are self-indulgent 
misfits who could easily snap out of it with a little effort, 
Anyone who knows what goes on in a homosexual's mind--an incred
ible number of people don't--realize that such a person is not only 
�ware of the problems facing him, but has made repeated efforts to 
solve them. 
These problems cannot be argued away by logic, or solved by self
discipline. In fact, the self-discipline of many a homosexual, con
tinuing to function day after day in spite of all kinds of intense fears, 
puts to shame the efforts made by many of the very people who intol
erantly condemn him for his "weakness 11• 

NO COMMENT 

A young man training as a missionary at the Toronto Bible 
College became aware of his homosexuality, and, being honest 
and a little confused sought advice from the college principal, 
Mr� Simmons. Having told the principal his problem he was 
amazed to hear that he was wasting his time studying as no 
mission board would accept an admitted homosexual. On advice 
as to what to do about homosexuality, Mr. Simmons came up 
with this gem, 11Concentrate on anything else, keep praying and 
the problem will disappear". The young man indicated that he 

would leave the college and asked that the principal not reveal 
the reason to anyone. Mr. Simmons, an ordained Anglican 
minister gave his word. Wiihin a few days a friend of the 

young man asked the principal about his friend 1 s departure. Mr. 
Simmons gave him the complete story on the grounds that the 

friend should pray for the young man. Within days the friend 
had spread the word among the congregation of the Baptist church 
the young man attended. 

We are just lost for words to comment on this item. 
you Mr. Simmons ••...•.•••...•. Care to comment? 
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As a practicing homosexual, and as an "ex-con 11, I have been asked

to state my experience-s" while passing through the degradation of pri

son life ... and the situations which confront the sex-offender.

May I say, first, that although society lumps all sex deviations to -

gether, and refers to the unfortunate individual as a 1 Sex-offender 11 •• 

.•. prisoners, with whom you will have to live, do not! Homosexuals

are frequently told by inmates, 1 1you shouldn't be here! 11 An d ,  o f

course, you are more or less excluded from the 11clubs 11 that are part 

and parcel of prison life. You are 11inside 11 • • • •  but you are an 'out -

sider 11. 

Prisoners, as a rule, accept the fact that rapists and child-violators

are on 11the fringe 11 of their group, but homosexuals •.•. NO! Maybe 

it is because , of course, that homosexuality is part and parcel o f  

prison life . Sex must have its outlet, whether you are in prison o r

out, and your individual needs must be met. Nature recognises n o

bars! Hence, a great number of inmates turn to homosexuality as a

means of release. It is my firm conviction, though, that the adults 

who thus indulge, are just accepting a 11stop-gap 11 , and are in no da n

ger of converting their sexual pattern. The youth, though, who are 

thrown into contact with these hardened self-seeking 11cons II are the 

ones who suffer . Not from the homosexual act itself, but the hid d e n

filthy way in which it is discussed. Any con who is a 11wheel 11 , h a s  

his 11boy 11 ••• and woe betide anyone who attempts to "horn in. 11While

gratifying the older man's desires, the young lad is at the same time

acquiring a deep sense of guilt and shame about his position ... a n d  

this is where the danger lies. We who are enlightened, by reason of
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