PHALLIC SUPREMACY:
THE MEDIA MESSAGE

While reading last night's paper,1
I was struck by a recurrent pattern which
ran through three of the news reports in
the first section. The accounts were not
connected by the paper itself, but they
meshed in my mind as yet another revela-
tion of the appalling masculist double
standard and cult of phallic supremacy in
this society.

The first was a report from the
Yerkes Primate Research Center in Georgia
dealing with three male gorillas intro-
duced for breeding to four females. Cal-
abar, one of the males, as the AP wire
service put it in good patriarchal terms,
"immediately established his supremacy."
In retaliation, three of the females cor-
nered and thoroughly thrashed him. Ac-
cording to the story, "“The females appar-
ently had an alliance to resist male dom-
inance and Calabar (a researcher reported)
was too inexperienced to prevent it." As
Dr. Ron Nadler explained in an attempt to
save face for the beaten gorilla, "I

don't believe a gorilla raised in the wild

would Tlet himself get caught in a situa-
tion as Calabar did." The comments
stopped me cold. Once again, we see
pseudo-science at work, drawing conclu-
sions on the basis of the supposed natur-
alness of male dominance over the female.
This argument from nature is a perversion
perpetually with us, from Darwin to Mor-
ris' The Naked Ape and Tiger's Male
Bonding. Why must we live with the mis-
interpreted assumption that the female
animal is naturally submissive and the
male is naturally in control? Why must
the human double standard be applied to
interpretations of nature? If we are to
argue from nature, then surely we should
consider the elephant kingdom where the
herds are matriarchies and the useless
males are driven away after performing
their mating functions. Or take the Tien
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kingdom. The King of Beasts is hardly
king at all; he is tolerated by the
lionesses only at their whim. When they
tire of him, they drive him from the
pride. And even the male's insistent
use of the anthropoid analogy breaks down.
Why is it that rape and indiscriminate
murder are male human characteristics,
but do not exist in the anthropoid king-
dom? I am weary of "scientists" using
selective evidence from the animal world
to prove the validity of phallic suprem-
acy in this mendacious culture.

Two pages later I encountered ano-
ther story which bears a distinct resem-
blance to the saga of the gorillas. In
Florida, a rapist forced his way into a
woman's car, armed with a razor which he
held to her throat. During the struggle,
he cut the woman badly before raping her.
(She required 22 stitches.) Because she
was able to identify her assailant and

continued on page 10



Black Gays Unite

"Where you at?" Gloria Brown is ask-
ing. "I've been looking for other black
lesbian feminists since I was ten years
old. I know they're out there. But I
wish they'd give me a Tittle sign, you
know?" Gloria has recently come from
Detroit to Los Angeles to attend the
People's College of Law. She has helped
start the Black Gays Association in LA,
and writes in this month's Lesbian Con-
nection: "While our actual day-to-day
struggle will be here in LA, those black
gays here at PCL are trying to build a
network of support of black gays through-
out the United States. We'd Tike to
hear from anybody interested in doing
the same thing in their hometowns or any-
one who wants to relocate to LA to build
a national concentration of black gay
power here in Los Angeles."

"I feel a need to address my white
sisters. Most of you know at Zeast one
black gay woman. I beg of you--please
pull her coat to this article. Give her
a chance to find a total community. Ask
her to tell every black woman she knows
about our movement and the place that
awaits her in our struggle. If you know
any black gay men you could even turn
them on too:"

“"Let us hear from you." Gloria
Brown, Gay Caucus, People's College of
Law of the National Lawyer's Guild,

2228 W. Seventh St., Los Angeles, Calif.
90057, (213) 388-8171.

--Feedback --

Dear Pointblank Times:

Any advice for a very green begin-
ner of a political activist? I've fi-
nally reached the level of frustration
and anger that pushes me to flounder
around in Penal Codes and Congressional
Records and such.

By the way, you can list me as a
contact person for College Station and
Texas A8M if such is needed. I can be
contacted at Rt. 3, Box 297A, Bryan,
Texas 77801.

Sheri Skinner

Dear Sheri:

For starters, if you haven't writ-
ten any letters on the federal gay civil
rights bill, now is an opportune time.
The bill is gathering support in the
Senate, and Sen. John Tower is slowly
coming around to our point of view. Sen.
Cranston will be approaching Tower with-
in the next week to ask him to join as a
co-sponsor of the gay civil rights bill.

Write and encourage Tower to do
this. National Gay Task Force says the
issue which should be emphasized with
Tower is the right to privacy. MWrite:

Senator John Tower
Russell Senate Office Bldg., Suite 142
Washington, D.C.

Pointblank Times is published 12 times per year by the Pointblank Times Collective.
Opinions expressed herein are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the Pointblank Times Collective.

Mailing address:

Next Deadline: October 10, 1975

We welcome all contributions.

P.0. Box 14643, Houston, Texas 77021

It would help us save time if articles could be typed
double space, with a Tine length of 80 characters.

Please enclose a self-addressed,

stamped envelope if you wish to have your contribution returned to you.

Staff: Alison McKinney/Amanda/Barbara Cigainero/Ellen/Linda Lovell/

Phyllis/Pokey Anderson/Vicki Glasgow
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Alison and Linda

How We Began

For those who are interested, we
would Tike to offer a brief outline of
the Pointblank Times' herstory. Our rea-
sons for taking the time and space to do
this are 1) we think it is interesting to
know where things come from, 2) we hope
to put this publication into perspective
for our readers, and 3) because knowing
how haphazard this organization has been
might inspire readers to become more in-
volved in the PBT, or might give others
a role model of how something can come
out of nothing if there is a will to
make it happen.

A year ago, Alison, a restless les-
bian aged 20, began agitating for people
to become involved with her in some kind
of creative printed effort--a book of
original art and poems, an artistic cal-
endar, something, anything. At some
point a lesbian/feminist periodical be-
came the focus of her aspirations. She
talked with friends, posted notices in
bars and newsletters, looking for other

women who might share her ambitions, and
soliciting drawings, poetry, anything cre-
ative from them. When a few things actu-
ally began coming in (notably Amanda's
review of lesbian literature), things be-
gan to move. Linda collaborated with
Alison to select the material they wanted
to print, and the two worked together to
edit, type, lay out, print and distribute
the first issue. Thus, the PBT was begun
with Alison's access to printing equip-
ment, Linda's editing experience, $25
each and a lot of enthusiasm.

Copies of the first issue were hand-
delivered hot off the press to friends,
mailed out to gay/feminist contacts around
the country, and randomly left at a few
gay bars in Houston. When money for year
subscriptions. started coming in, Linda
and Alison found themselves committed to
coming out with another issue. They a-
greed on a list of women they knew and
felt they could work with and invited
them to an organizational meeting which
took place in Linda's bedroom. Thirteen
women voted to decide what would be print-
ed in the second issue. Nine were inter-
ested enough to come to subsequent meet-
ings and to take on various shitwork
involved in getting the paper out. We
took turns typing in Linda's non-aircon-
ditioned apartment, getting in each
other's way and not knowing what needed
to be done or how to do it. Alison showed
anyone interested how to do Tayout, work-
ing on the floor and contending with occa-
sional breezes from the open windows which
scattered articles in various stages of
completion. In other words, nine inexperi-
enced, confused women somehow survived
chaos and got the second issue out.

Operation headquarters has moved from
home to home, membership in the collective
fluctuates, but the chaos is reduced every
issue as the PBT matures. We are still
not able to pay the full cost of printing
every month, and we depend on donations a
lot. However, as the actual production
of the paper takes a Tittle less time
every month, we are beginning to catch up
in other areas of running a publication,
like advertising, and we hope that the PBT
will be financially solvent soon. When
we reach that point, our first priority
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we began cont.

is to be able to offer money for materi-
al accepted for publication.

The PBT is important to women in-
volved in getting it out every month, or
it would never have survived the incon-
venience and hassles getting it together
every issue involves. Through the PBT
we hope to give us (lesbians/feminists/
women? the incentive to explore our crea-
tivity and initiative, and the opportunity
to share with other women our thoughts,
feelings and insights. Frustration with
the Tack of creative outlets sparked the
PBT. Frustration with the Tack of cre-
ative input could kill it. We hope the

Young Dick

PBT will provide women with the means to
pool their ideas, emotions and aspira-
tions, but for it to succeed, we depend
on our readers and their ideas. Some
topics which have been suggested are
anger, economic oppression, sex roles,

homophobia and sexism in health services.

If you are interested in exploring these
or other subjects, don't wait for some-
one else to do it for you.

Finally, we would 1ike to recognize
and express our appreciation of everyone
who has contributed their time, money,
services and love to this paper (many of
whom are not credited in the staff box).

Pointblank Times Collective
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womenSports 3/75

Women Do Sports

Via

(11200 wala. *©

Houston’s Largest Selection Of

Feminist Literature-Albums

In response to popular demand, there
will be an organizing meeting for all
Houston PBT readers, lesbians, feminists,
whatevers, who want to begin playing a fall
sport. Suggestions have included basket-
ball, volleyball, flag football, soccer and
water volleyball. Now that the softball
season is well over, many members of those
teams (including Just Marion & Lynn's, The
Lamppost, NOW Wonder Women, and the Arma-
dillos) are itching to play something else.
If there is enough interest, we may play
more than one sport concurrently. If you
are encrusted with rust, don't let that get
you down. Come on out anyway. Few of our
local athletes are noted for their Puritan
training regimens.

The meeting will take place at the
infamous Yupon Bowl (the Wilson School
park at Yupon & Fairview) Sunday, September
28, at 4 p.m. We hope to decide on one or
more sports and establish a tentative
schedule. If you can't make the meeting
drop Pokey a note c/o PBT to let her know
your sports choice(s).
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Who's Got It The Worst?

Flo Kennedy, a feminist and black
leader, appeared on a television program
recently to discuss oppression. My mind
was reeling from her challenge to laugh,
think and reexamine. About midway through
the program, one of her famous analogies
tackled my attention and kept replaying
itself 1ike a 50-yard touchdown pass.

In response to a question concerning
the relationship of racism to sexism,
Kennedy stated, "Racism is like a cancer,
sexism is 1ike a toothache. While the
tooth aches, it hurts 1like hell. But you
don't die from a toothache. People do
die from cancer."

Conceding the fact that no analogy
is perfect, this comparison is outrageous
for basically two reasons: 1) it is not
true and 2) the practice of ranking op-
pressions is a futile and divisive tactic.

The assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. was, as Kennedy states, a
racist act. While it is true that no one
has shot Gloria Steinem or Kate Millett,
it does not follow that sexism does not
kill. I offer as my evidence the thou-
sands and thousands of women who were
murdered by rapists or died at the hands
of a butcher because they could not ob-
tain a legal abortion. Sexism is not a
temporary discomfort that can be relieved
simply or quickly through some heretofore
undiscovered method of social extraction.
Its roots are complex and its ramifica-
tions are extensive. It is crippling in
its mildest form and far too often a
killer.

This point being made, the question
which arises is "Why are such comparisons
made?" Why do organizations and indivi-
duals attempt from their biased perspec-
tives to rank and classify manifestations
of oppression?

There is an absurd arena of competi-
tion among movement organizations which
has divided and often polarized potential
allies. This competition is evident in
such statements as "racism is worse than

sexism", "classism is the ultimate
source of oppression" and "farmworkers
are the most oppressed working people in
this country." The recurrent theme, of
course, is "we got it the worst." What
usually follows then is give us your
money, or give us your time, or make us
your priority. Such a frantic recruit-
ment effort is the result of the fact
that movement goals and aspirations al-
ways are far more enormous than the re-
sources available to those involved in
liberation movements. Support is viewed
as a scarce quantity to be garnished at
any expense including guilt-tripping and
the belittling of other movements.

Contestants in this Most Oppressed
contest either fail to recognize or ig-
nore the fact that oppression is a per-
sonal experience, regardless of how im-
personally this society may communicate
its oppression. Because oppression is an
intensely personal experience, a judg-
ment such as Flo Kennedy made can only be
viewed as insensitive and divisive. She
cannot crawl into the guts of another
woman and know the personal kind of grief
that woman has felt. But they can see
what has happened to each of them, esta-
blish their personal priorities, and lend
each other support. At no point does it
have to be established which one is more
oppressed. There is no such thing as
second class oppression.

In the same vein, a person who has
experienced multiple oppression, such as
a black lesbian, must decide for herself
where her priorities lie. Her decision
on whether or not to devote her energy to
the feminist, gay and/or black movement,
is hers alone. Her decision will reflect
her individual experience. No one has the
right to render political judgment upon
her because of her choice.

There are an enormous number of people
in this country who are oppressed in one
way or another. There can be no value in
competing amongst ourselves. What is im-
portant is that we find some way to strike
back. As Flo Kennedy pointed out in this



program, it is not crucial that we all
agree or do the same thing. When asked
about the importance of unity in the face
of oppression, she answered with yet
another (but in my opinion, more useful)
analogy. "If in one arena you had the
oppressors (the government, media, big
corporations, etc.) and each was armed
with a gun, no lion would stand a chance
against them. But if 500 mice were to
run in and attack, they would be swarming
all over the oppressors before they could
fire."

What is of the most importance then,
is that we support and encourage each
individual as she or he takes whatever
steps seem personally relevant in dealing
with their oppression.

Barbara Cigainero

Octoberfest
Oct. 3,4, 5

New Hours

1pm-2am Tues—-Sun

Austin News

International Women's Year will be
celebrated at the University of Texas Nov.
10-11 with a conference on women in public
life.

Among prominent women who will ad-
dress the expected audience of 1,000 are
Ji11 Ruckelshaus, presiding officer of the
President's Commission on International
Women's Year; Anne Armstrong, former
advisor to Richard Nixon, and U.S. Rep.
Barbara Jordan of Texas. Massachusetts
legislator and gay rights activist Elaine
Noble has been invited to speak but her
participation has not yet been confirmed.

The gathering is open to anyone
without charge. Nov. 10 sessions will
focus on women in international 1ife, and
Nov. 11 will feature women in national,
state and local affairs. The conference
will open on Nov. 9 with a showing of
films about women around the world.

Goodbye to All That, the newly-
christened newsletter of Austin Lesbian
Organization, proudly announces the open-
ing of ALO's very own center this month.
Located in the infamous Alley(end of West
24% St.), the new center will include
kitchen, patio and a library--as soon as
the brooms, mops, and machetes (!) get
through.

Also, a new church for all people
is in the process of beginning in Austin.
Rob Shivers, who is helping it happen,
writes in Goodbye to ALl That: "Love
God and your neighbor as yourself (which
is self-acceptance) is the only command-
ment given by Jesus. It is the basis of
all scripture and it is the only require-
ment made of anyone--gay or straight."”

Those interested in Austin Commun-
ity Church should contact 1iaison person
A.K. Campbell at 453-5506.




Phallic Supremacy Cont.

because we all know how "justice" works in rape cases, six of her friends ambushed the
attacker, slashing him in the stomach, shoulders and arms. (I could suggest a better
area for cutting.? The policeman investigating the incident was outraged at the at-
tack--not at the sexual assault and disfigurement of the woman, but at the knifing of
the rapist. "This is no justice," he asserted. "This is crime. Justice doesn't come
on the blade of a knife." Well, does justice come on the blade of a razor which mu-
tilated the victim? Does justice come to the raped through the court system? Why is
it that Death Wish was one of the biggest grossing movies last year, with its emphasis
upon a male's vengeance for the attacks on his wife and daughter, a vengeance which
permitted him to go on a murder rampage and yet be let off scot-free by the police?
Why can men defend their property (women), while women cannot defend themselves (Joan
Little and Inez Garcia)? Why is the male vigilante cheered by theater audiences a-
cross the country who felt that his actions amounted to poetic justice, while a group
of angry women, avenging the violation and mutilation of a sister, are condemned as
lawless? Why indeed! Because of the double standard and the ever-thriving phallic
supremacy. Pardon me, my feminism is showing again.

Feeling somewhat brain battered, I turned to the next page of the paper, this time
encountering a story on sperm bank loss in California. It seems that all sperm de-
posits had been destroyed by mechanical malfunction, and I was treated to a pitying
discourse on the sufferings of the male depositors. One of them has filed a five
million dollar class action suit, "seeking damages for mental anguish." Another de-
positor, the father of three children, who "risked" having a vasectomy only after
assuring himself of the immortality of his sperm deposit, indicates that, as AP ex-
pressed it, "only time will determine how great his loss is." So we all cry over the
Toss of stored sperm (which we know is the very fluid of God himself, since the pa-
triarchal god is male and the male is god) and the tragedy of vasectomy. What about
all of the sterilizations which are performed daily on both willing and unwilling
females in our culture--the welfare mothers, the Black, Chicana and Indian women who
cannot receive medical care unless they submit to this surgery? Or what about the
middle class woman who, having enough children already, undergoes major and painful
surgery requiring weeks of convalescence because her husband is psychologically and
physically afraid of the simple surgical procedure of a vasectomy? Does anyone mourn
the Toss of ovaries or the loss of the ova? Again the double standard: male sperm
is priceless; the female's reproductive organs and ova are expendable (as is the
woman herself in this society).

Perhaps the linking of these accounts together may appear to be trivializing, but
I do not believe it is. These news reports are simply typical of the day-to-day bom-
bardment of women's sensibilities by the masculist media. Over and over again,
cultural stereotypes and double standards are reinforced by even the most "innocuous"
media accounts. But the message is Toud and clear: women are passive, men are dom-
inant; women are inferior, men, their penises and their sperm, are superior.

An analysis of such news trivia is important because the malicious myths of this
society are built upon such trivia, because the self-images of too many women are pre-
determined by such trivia, because all of the institutionalized structures which
affect our lives are created out of such trivia, and because this trivia both reflects
and reinforces the injustices of an oppressive, woman-hating culture.

1
Columbus (Ohio) Dispateh, July 21, 1975
Judith
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Some begin with a backhand smash.

This is called the Bogart opener.
Generally considered Toutish and passe,
The strategy has its followers--

A few hard cases

Who believe the skill is in the strength.
Don't attempt to score that way.

Even on a fast court,

Take time for strokes that are measured and serene.
The flashy player is a mere performer;
Strive to be an artist, not a ham.

And let her show her form, too.

The Mailer manner requires a hard, driving style
And the ability to think in metaphors.

For example,

You matador/She bull

You Muhammad Ali/She broken-down pugilist

You inexhaustible Avenger/She armor-plated Amazon
And so forth.

By keeping her at a distance you wear her down.
The technique is highly touted in some circles,
And yet I'm skeptical.

If your grip is right and your service good

You can lick her in close quarters;

Prefer an intimate game.

A word should be said about doubles:

When stamina or interest flags,

Here is a way to continue playing.

Some swingers swear doubles has saved their game.
But if you can cover the court

And don't Tike crowds,

Leave doubles to the sophisticated set.

The important thing is not to be discouraged.
We are all caught flat-footed occasionally,
Rush the net when we should demur,

And bounce wide.

When I fault, I blame it on the racket

(The children, our equipment, this whole love game).

Cuyler Etheredge
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Birdfeather

There is a new counseling and information center for the women of Austin:
WOMEN/SPACE. WOMEN/SPACE will provide a variety of services for women such as walk-
in counseling, legal and medical information and referrals, psychological referrals,
abortion and birth control information, and information about community resources.
WOMEN/SPACE will also coordinate rap groups and consciousness-raising groups.

A major focus of WOMEN/SPACE will be walk-in counseling, but we also plan to
help women connect with other women, agencies, or organizations that would be of
assistance. As an information depot, as a counseling center, as a group of women
interested in working with women, we plan to provide a new space.

The WOMEN/SPACE workers, a staff of 20, are trained as "peer counselors."
"Peer counseling" does not refer to a particular therapeutic technique, but rather
a therapeutic presupposition: People can respond to one another in constructive,
helpful ways. We can aid one another in developing self-awareness; we can help
one another in finding alternatives to situations that once seemed closed.

WOMEN/SPACE is a non-profit project of the University YM-YWCA. There will be
no charge for counseling or referral services. We are organizing a speakers' bureau
of women who will be available to speak to groups on a variety of topics, and we
hope to meet regularly with representatives from other Austin women's organizations.

We hope that you will come by and "check us out." We share many concerns; it
would be good to know each other.

WOMEN/SPACE WORKERS
WOMEN/SPACE/2330 Guadalupe/472-3053/Austin Florence Ross, Coordinator



