@ A NSWERS to questions
you may be asking

WHAT IS THE MATTACHINE SOCIETY, INC.?

It is an incorporated organization of persons who are in-
terested in the problem of the sex variant--especially the
homosexual--and its solution.

IS IT AN ORGANIZATION OF HOMOSEXUALS?

Emphatically NO. All persons-men and women alike-who are
over 21 years of age and interested in the problem and its
solution are invited to give cooperation and support. This
is NOT an organization attempting to create a ‘homosexual
society? but rather an organization seeking the lintegra-
tion of the homosexual as a responsible and acceptablecit-
izen in the Community. The Society will not tolerate use of
itself or its name for any subversive political activity or
reprehensible conduct.

WHERE DID IT BEGIN?

Several years ago, a small group of people in Los Ange les
formed the nucleus of the present Society. It was formally
organized in April,1953, with a constitution providing for
national, area and local levels of the Organization. The
Society was incorporated in California on March 23, 1954.

HOW MAY | PARTICIPATE?

Informally, through discussion groups, contributions of
financial aid, and generally aiding the program by dissem-
nating accurate information concerning the sex variant; and
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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Factachine Society, Inc.

POST OFFICE BOX 1925 MAIN POST OFFICE LOS ANGELES 53, CALIFORNIA

January 1, 1955

Publications Director
Mattachine Society, Inc.
Post Office Pox 259

San Francisco 1, Calif.

Dear Sir:

It has been almost two years since the Mattachine Society
was organized (from the former Foundation)., During this brief
pericd, ideas about the organization and its members have ccme
along much faster than the membership itself. Many of these
ideas have been completely false and have led to additional
barriers to be overcome, This has distracted from the princi-
ples upon which Mattachine was founded--research and education
of the sex-variant himself and of society at large.

We earnestly hope that the MATTACHINE REVIEW will go a
long way toward giving readers the true facts of the Matta-
chine Society and the place of the sex variant in the life of
the commnity. Progress is being made in bringing to light
the causes and resasons involved in the everyday realities of a
variant's life--adjustment to his responsibilities as a citi-
gzen and his emotion2l security.

The truth--good or bad--will be the policy of the REVIEW
in helping to make everyone cognizant of the facts. In prini-
ing the truth we will not strive for sensationalism but rather
maintain an intelligent and rational approach on a very emo-
tional subject. We believe that "actions speak louder than
words'": we must all act in the public interest at all times
and in all places. By enabling people to read the truth con-
cerning the sex variant, it is our desire to serve them by act-
ing in the public interest.

You, your staff, and the many others who have had a part
in this project of the Mattachine Society have had an almost
insurmountable task at times, and your worries have only begun
with this first issue., But all of you can take some consol-
ation in the sincere gratitude of the members of the Society
for the success of a vision that will grow and accomplish the
noble ideals upon which Mattachine was founded. Congratula-

tions on a job well done!
Fraternally yours,

CHATHRMAN
Board of Directors

Taken from a lotter written by Jeferson in 1816 to Samuel Kercheval
and engraved in atone at the Jofferaon Memorial, Washington, D. C.
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Ca/i/ornia stalule

by Henry Silver

ERTAIN STATEMENTS in the

majority uginion and the full
weight of the dissenting opinion of
the case Edelman v. California (344
U. S, 357), indicate that the Su-
preme Court of the United States
may hold section 647 (5) of the
California Penal Code invalid if the
issue of constitutionality is reason-
ably presented. Doubts have been
expressed with regard to the statute
in the past; T but the California State
courts have consistently upheld its
validity. Before an attempt is made
to analyze the recent pronounce-
ments of the Supreme Court, the
history and interpretation of the
statute will be traced from a critical
viewpoint,

The History of the Statute

Vagrancy defined as a person’s
reaming from place to place with-
out useful purpose was not originally
a common law offense. It is based
on English enactments dating back
to the Statute of Labourers in 1349.

About This Article

Attorney Henry Silver of Los
Angcles is a prominent member
of the Bar of that city. The
article published here with the
special permission of the writer,
first appeared in the Los Angeles
Daily Journal, legal newspaper.
Extensive research went into the
preparation of this work, because
the author views the operation
of the California statute as a
threat 1o civil liberties of all
persons, Similar statutes are in
force in most states.

Its purpose was to restrict the free-
dom of movement of the lower
classes in a feudal society. In later
statutes of this type various common
law offenses against morals and
decency were incorporated on the
theory that they are frequently com-
mitted by vagrants, *

These were classified in three cat-
agories: the “idle and disorderly,”
"rogues and vagabonds” and "in-
corrigible vagabonds.” Vagrants
were grievously whipped and their
right ear was burned with a hot
iron ; those found to be incorrigible
were sentenced to death without the
benefit of clergy. *

The legislatures of the several
States enacted vagrancy laws which
follow the historical pattern but are
sufficiently diversified as not to
permit a common statement of their
validity under the federal Constitu-
tion.

Interpretation of the Statutes

Here we are only concerned with
subsection 5 of Sec. 647 of the Cali-
fornia Penal Code which reads as
follows: "Every idle, or lewd, or
dissolute person or associate of
known thieves . . . is a vagrant and
is punishable by a fine of not exceed-
ing five hundred dollars, or by im-
prisonment in the county jail not ex-
ceeding six months, or by both such
fine and imprisonment.” The lang-

1. Aubry W. Grossman in ""Who is 2 vagrant
in California.’ 23 California Law Review
5006,

2. Kenny: Outlines of Criminal Law, Page 337,

3. Edwiard Abbot Parry: Vagabonds All.



uage of the statute immediately
suggests that a certain character or
character trait of a person is made
a criminal offense. This is borne out
by People v. Craig (1907),
(152 C 42, 91 P 997), involving
resistance to an arrest which was
declared to be lawful because the
misdemeanor was committed in the
presence of the police officer. The
only thing "committed” in the offi-
cer's presence was the arresting
officer’s knowledge that the defend-
ant had frequented saloons and
rented out premises for a house of
prostitution—not at the time of
arrest but within three months be-
fore the arrest.

From there the court went on to
say: "And it makes no difference
that this species of vagrancy cannot
be committed by a single act ob-
servable at one point of time. A
series of acts extending over a con-
siderable period of time and only
constituting a criminal offense be-
cause of their continuance and
repetition.”

It is obvious then that the offend-
ing character constitutes the crime;
but that the character has to be
proved by a series of acts.

In People v. Scott (1931) (113
C. A. 778, 296 P. 601), inroads
were made on the requirement of a
multiplicity of acts to prove the
character of the defendant. The case
involved a woman dancing in the
nude at a men's smoker and the
court stated after a discussion of the
Craig case: "There are however
other acts which are of such nature
as reasonably to justify an inference
that no one not of lewd or dis-
solute character would do such an
act even once.” The final logical
sequence was reached in People v.
Lund (1934), (137 C. A. 781, 27
P. 2n 958). In this case the defend-
ant had not committed any act with-
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in the jurisdiction of the trial court.
The court stated: “Plainly the Su-
preme Court's conclusion (referring
to the Craig case) that one is guilty
of being a vagrant at any time or
place where he is found, so long as
the character remains unchanged,
although then and there innocent of
any act demonstrating this charac-
ter.” This interpretation makes it

clear that the lewd character of a
person is the only corpus delicti
required by the section without any
concern to specific acts.
The Human Character as a Crime
This would seem contrary to the
well established principle—not only
in this country but in all Western
jurisprudence— that only a volun-
tary act of commission or omission
can be the basis of a criminal offense.
Section 15 of the California Penal
Code defines a public offense as “an
act committeed or omitted in vio-
lation of a law forbidding or com-
manding it." Clearly the statement
that the “act” of being idle, lewd or
dissolute constitutes the offense has
no validity, because this is not an
act in the common usage of the word
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nor is it always voluntary. It involves
character which at least, in part is
molded by environmental factors
completely outside the volition of
the individual. To make a distinction
between character and status in this
case would be only a play with words
since the section does not refer to
relationships with other people or
outside objects. If the endowment
with a certain character or person-
ality is the object of the crime and
specific acts have lost even their
secondary imiortance of evidencing
this type of character or personality,
then any distinction between non-
criminal opinion, behavior devia-
tion and criminal disloyalty is ob-
literated. There is nothing to prevent
the prosecution of a person for
holding unpopular beliefs as long
as such beliefs in somebody's opin-
ion make the person lewd and dis-
solute, It would seem however that
to punish a person for having a
certain character is not a proper
objective of legislative endeavor and
that any such statute violates the Due
Process Clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment.

Conduct as to the Offense

Another objection to the lewd
vagrancy statute, based on a different
aspect of the Due Process Clause,
is that the cited section is too vague
and indefinite for equal and non-
discriminatory enforcement. Little
would therefore be gained from a
different interpretation or amend-
ment of the section to the effect that
idle, lewd or dissolute conduct is
required by the section. Only brief
comment will be given to the first
I:art of this subsection "idle" and
ast part “Associate of known
thieves.” In Re McCue (1908);
(7 C. A. 765, 96 P. 893), the court
stated: "We are inclined to view
that while idleness, whether it be
that of the “idle rich" or “‘idle poor”

is a prolific source of crime, still it
is not competent for the legislature
to denounce mere inaction as a crime
without some qualification.” While
a mere dictum in thaf case, it was
reluctantly distinguished and there-
by recognized in Re Cutler (1934),
(1 C. A. 2d. 273, 36 P. 441). In
the same manner it can hardly be
conceived how it would be compe-
tent for the legislature to embark
on the enterprise of selecting asso-
ciates for the citizens of this State,
In Ex Parte Smith (135 Mo 223, 33
L. R. A. 606), the court struck
down a mere definitive statute claim-
ing it to be as "'unjust and unreason-
able for a legislative body to under-
take to forbid certain associates as
to command with whom one should
associate,” People v. Belcastro
(1934), ( 356 IIl. 144, 190 N. E.
301), followed the same reasoning.
If this part of the section is to re-
main on the statute book, guilt by
association would become a fully
accepted legal principle.

Lewdness and Dissoluteness

This then brings us to a discus-
sion of the terms "lewd” and “dis-
solute,” the piece de resistence of
the section. Re McCue, supra, inter-
prets the terms as follows: 2
lewdness and dissoluteness—terms
used interchangeably, but each of
which applies to the unlawful indul-
gence of lust whether in public or
private.” The court then cites Ex
Parte Tuttle, (91 C 590, 127 P.
934), for a definition of unlawful
lust: "Any practice the tendency of
which, as shown by experience, is to
weaken or corrupt the morals of
those who follow it.” The definition
is thereby reduced to the tautology:
lewd is what is against the morals.
The dictionary definitions of the
terms as lascivious, licentious and
libidinous are not of much help
either.



It is in the nature of such a
sweeping prohibition that a judge
or juror who is looking for objective
standards is faced with insurmount-
able difficulties, while arbitrary ten-
dencies are fostered by unlimited
discretion. The concept of lewdness
and dissoluteness is an omnibus
wide enough to accommodate almost
any violation of criminal law, and
maybe of morals and religion as
well ; it makes the entire penal code
superfluous except for the degree or
punishment and procedural matters.
The judge or juror failing to find
objective standards to guide him
through the immensity of socially
disapproved conduct creates his own
standards. The judicial function
became legislative in each instance.
And while the intellect of the judge
or juror is so occupied, a strong
appeal to his emotions is made by
the highly charged words connoting
sexuality to put the stamp of approb-
rium on u socially harmless but dif-
ferent pattern.

The same lack of objectivity marks
the singular defense of reform
which is recognized in this crime
and which is as vague as the crime
of vagrancy itself. Again there are
only individual standards or idio-
syncrasies to judge when a person
has abandoned lewdness and em-
braced decency. Until he reforms,
the defendent is in constant jeopardy
of being arrested, tried and con-
victed innumerable times for the
same offense. Also, the customary
distinctions between acts of prepara-
tion, attempt and completed crime
lost their importance in the concept
of dissoluteness.

One may wonder about the sig-
nificance of a statute that first de-
clares a “lewd" person to be a vag-
rant before it proceeds to give the
penalty of the crime, Ccrtainl# the
explunation that this type of offense

6

is usually committed by persons who
roam over the country s not true
under present conditions if it was
ever true in the past. Immoral acts
are committed by the static as well
as by the nomads, and such acts may
be punished under the doctrine of
Re McCue regardless whether they
are done in public or private. It
would seem that a statute that sets
out to outlaw one type of crime and
then punishes for another type has
no real or substantial relation to its
objective.

The apologists of the statute have
ointed out what is summarized in
Re McCue as follows: "To say that
the legislature must specify the many
civil and corrupt practices which
might constitute one a lewd or dis-
solute person would often render
the enforcement of a police regu-
lation in connection therewith im-
possible, and this without consider-
ing the indelicacy and impropriety
of expression which would often be
necessary.” It would seem however
that before a regulation can be en-
forced, one has to know how this
regulation is violated at the risk that
the disclosure would be indelicate.
Law deals with human conduct in its
totality and not with only certain
delicate phases, in the same manner
as medicine does not distinguish
between delicate parts of the human
anatomy, And it is only fair to
inform a person confronted with
imprisonment of the specific act for
which society exacts the drastic
penalty.

Since a conviction under this sub-
section carries a verdict against the
entire personality of the offender,
it has the effect of ostracising him
in the community, more than any
felony conviction could accomplish.
In addition, section 290 of the Cali-
fornia Penal Code requirr:s every-
body convicted under this subsection
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to register with the sheriff or chief
of police.,

The uncertainty of acts and facts
leaves the offense shrouded in
mystery and arouses the curiosity
and imagination. A business or pro-
fessional carrer is easily destroyed
if the conviction receives any pub-
licity at all, because "Vag]ew‘f"
as the parlance of the police station
refers to it—looms in such sinister
proportions. This may be one of the
reasons why comparatively few cases
reach appeal courts even when they
involve persons of substantial
means ; another reason is the reluct-
ance of many lawyers to represent
clients in "messy"" cases.

The Supreme Court's View

The recent decision of the Supreme
Court of the United States in Edel-
man v, California (344 U. 8. 357),
may lead to an entire reevaluation
of the vagrancy law by the California
State Courts, The facts underlying
the decision are as follows: The
defendant made political speeches
of radical nature in a public park
and solicited funds to carry on his
work of propaganda. He was con-
victed and appealed. The constitu-
tional issue was then raised for the
first time. There was a substitution
of attorneys and through inadvert-
ance of the court clerks the new
attorney was not notified of the time
of appellate hearings and had no
opportunity to present oral argu-
ment. The judgment was affirmed
and defendant’s subsequent petition
for recall of the remittitur was
denied, Certiorari was then taken to
the U. §. Supreme Court apparently
on the grounds: 1. Violation of the
Due Process Clause because the
defendant was denied an oppor-
tunity to be heard in oral argument
at appeal; 2. Violation of the Equal
Protection Clause infringed by
discrimination  enforcement prac-

tices; 3. Denial of Due Process
because of vagueness of the statute.
The Supreme Court held the first
two charges without foundation and
then went on to say that the question
of invalidity of the statue was not
properly before the court because
it was not seasonably presented in
accordance with the requirements of
State law and because the remedy
of State corpus was still available
under the doctrine of Re Bell (190
2n 488, 210 P. 2n 78, 80). There
is a note of regret in the language of
the decision for the “inability to
decide petitioner's claims on the
merits, whatever may be their ap-
peal” and also in the statement:
“"We granted certiorari because of
serious questions raised as to the
validity of the vagrancy statute and
its application to petitioner.”” The
minority opinion 1s outspoken in
its condemnation of the statute:
"It would seem a matter of super-
oregation to argue that the provi-
sion of this vagrancy statute on its.
face and as enforced against peti-
tioner is too vague to meet the safe-
guarding standards of due process
of law in this country.” The dissent-
ing opinion also refers to Lamzotta
v. New Jersey (306 U, 5. 451)
where the court struck down as un-
constitutional a statute which in
many respects resembles the Cali-
fornia vagrancy section.

The reading of the Supreme Court
decision suggests the following
methods and points of importance
in order to obtain a final test of the
validity of the cited subsection, First
the jurisdiction of the trial court
can be challenged since an unconsti-
tutional statute is no statute at all
and confers no jurisdiction, Ex
Parte Siebold (100 U. 8. 371). The
defendant can independently from
appeal proceed on habeas corpus
under the doctrine of Re Bell, supra.
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If habeas corpus is denied in the
State courts, the writ can be brought
in the federal courts. Since every
erson unlawfully restrained in his
iberty may prosecute the writ, 4 it
would appear that a defendant on
probation can also avail himself of
the remedy. Re. Marzoe (1945),
(25 6 2d 294 P. 2d 873) held that
a prisoner on parole is not free from
legal restraint and habeas corpus is
the appropriate remedy to test its

legality. There is no difference be-
tween parole and probation in the
matter of restraint,

It would be very desirable to ob-
tain a clear determination of the
constitutionality of the California
lewd vagrancy provision which in the
opinion of the writer is an achron-
ism of medieval law and a menace
to civil liberties,

4. Section 1473 of the California Penal Code,

Bertrand Russell

Hate, even of those who are hate-
ful, is seldom a useful emotion. It is
better to try to understand them, to
see what has made them what they
are, and what would make them bet-
ter . . .

There are two ways of viewing hu-
man beings: The emotional and the
scientific. The emotional view is
right, if we can love and admire
them. If we cannot, it is better to
view them as products of circum-
stances, as the result of causes going,
perhaps, far back into the past and as
capable of being changed by other
causes,

But among the causes that bring
improvement, hatred and censure are
not included, I doubt whether any
criminal has ever become a better
man because he knew that he was
viewed with horror.
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/aa’ng ﬁ'iencj:s in a SMALL TOWN

by Jamers Bary

BOUT A YEAR AGO, when my

father was discovered to be suf-
fering from the first stages of leu-
kemia, I returned to the Midwest
to give whatever comfort and serv-
ice I could to my family so long as
they should need it. Added to the
thought that a2 man I've loved dearly
all my life has only a limited amount
of time left, the prospect or readjust-
ing my mode of living and thinking
was not promising. But now, a year
later, 1 believe the situation has been
worked out more than adequately,

I have nothing against small
towns, (I was born and reared in
a series of them, and certainly a vil-
lage background is of inestimable
value to a novelist,) but the ideal
social climate for the American

About This Article

The author of "Quartrefoil”
and "Derricks,” James Barr,
lives in a small mid-Western
town. With keen insight, he
tells here in an article written
especially for this issue of
Mattachine Review how he faced
the inevitable remarks and
glances which he had to face
when he resumed residence in
his community after publication
of a gay book,

homosexual at this time seems to
be in or near a large city where he
has at least the companionship of
his own kind when he needs it
Personally, I've found those quasi-
rural areas such as Rockland County
less than an hour from Times Square,
Aclington across the river from
Capitol Hill, and the Lake Wash-
ington district of Seattle both pleas-
ant and practical; all of which
however, are very far cries from the
arid desolation of a small oil and
wheat town in the heart of Kansas,
where the nearest touring Broadway
company can be viewed only after a
two hundred mile drive and the rare
attempts to preserve fine music are
still as amateurish as they are brave
and determined. As might be ex-
pected, homosexual fraternalization
is seldom found, especially on an
intellectual level,

In the beginning, I was deter-
mined to stay as much to myself
as possible since 1 had spent very
little time with my family during
their eight year residence in this
particular hamlet. Escorting my
mother to church once a week and
seeing briefly my father's business
associates was to round out my
contact with the townspeople. This
was no result of snobbery but an
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instinctive desire to avoid unpleas-
antness for everybody. Thanks to
gossipy postal employees, long
distance operators and FBI men,
checking me for naval security clear-
ance, a previous visit of a few
months duration, had made me an
object of no small curiosity. My
" books were known and presumably
my supposed sexual aberrations the
source of lively speculation and the
usual basic attempts at humor,
though never in the hearing of the
family, who, fortunately, have
always preferred their own company
in the privacy of their homes to con-
siderable social intercourse with any
group. Because my appearance on the
scene did cause some family tense-
ness, my aloofness was approved
and encouraged. The townspeople
who had made up their minds about
my stay among them seemed to be
divided into two camps, neither very
hostile to the other, On one hand,
the charitable said, "Tsn't it a shame!
He might have been thus and so, but
for this horrible disease.” On the
other, the more malicious chuckled,
"You see! No matter who they are,
they can sire freaks the same as any-
ont ¢lse!” Encounters were to be
expected, and they happened, and
because | felt rather like a mouse
whose cvery action was being
wiatched with hawklike ferocity, I
knew I must make my defense cau-
tiously, which probably saved me
extreme embarrassment on  many
OCCasons,
« % *

The first attack, in the form of
a baiting, came from the local
banker, a typical glad-hander, and
hence the town's first citizen. Before
some half dozen people one morn-
ing, he said to me, “'1 guess you had
a pretty bad time before they let you
out of the Navy this time, didn't
you?"
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I replied there had been some fric-
tion and went back to my business
with the teller behind the grill.

Encourageqd by the grins of the
farmer folk about him, the banker
moved in closer. “Those FBI men
asked some of the funniest ques-
tions,” he winked at sormeone over
my shoulder, “About your politics
and how many girl friends you ever
had around here.”

I said nothing, but he continued,
"“Guess they're getting pretty choosy
about their officers in the Navy any-
more, aren't they?”

Usually I never think of prcEcr
retorts until they're too late, but
luck must have been with me that
day to cause me to say, "For a man
whose son is only two years my
junior and has yet to serve one day
in the defense of his country, I think
you're on a very risky subject, sir.”

The man grew pale and for a
few seconds 1 thought I had a fight
on my hands, but he turpt:d and
walked back to his office and
slammed the door. Americans still
love to see a bully stopped, even if
it is by a sexual deviate, it would
seem,

There were a few other episodes
in which I didn't fare so well, but
as the months passed and my public
behavior remained as exemplary as
it usually is, I was accepted for there
was nothing sensational for their
curiosity to feed upon, I think the
people had begun to realize that
whatever 1 was, I was not some sort
of tableid monster that might prey
on their school children or catapult
the name of their town into infam
with an outbreak of a Jekell-Hyde
nature,

On the positive side of the ledger,
I notived increasing signs of friend-
liness. People nodded, then spoke,
commented on the weather (of
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which Kansas always has too much)
and at last asked me to share coffee
or beer with them, I never refused,
for it had suddenly occured to me
that I had before me an excellent
laboratory in which to observe the
social relations between homo and
heterosexual individuals, 1 started
keeping notebooks and as my inter-
est in my fellow townspeople grew,
their acceptance of me seemed to
increase. In spite of being a kind of
Puddinhead Wilson, I was one of
them.

Last spring a candidate for county
sheriff asked me to write him some
publicity stories for the local papers.
Later, the county commissioner
asked me to serve as a judge on the
local election board. About the same
time, I was named for possible jury
duty, until it was learned I do not
believe in capital punishment.

But the most colorful indication
of cordiality came from a seventy
year old lady. She called me one
afternoon, identified herself and
asked bluntly, “What do you know
about Plato?"

I told her very little, other than
his famous Republic had been suc-
cessfully paralleled with both Fas-
cism and Communism, and that he
had practiced the vilest literary de-
ceit by putting his own views into
the mouth of Socrates to give them
added credence.

“Can you prove that,” she asked.

"I think so, if Russell and H. G.
Wells are good enough for you.”

She said they were, and asked me
if I would like to become a member
of a Great Books discussion group
she attended in a small city fifty
miles away, Having heard excellent
reports of the work of this founda-
tion, I accepted the invitation, Dur-
ing the drive to the first meeting, she
told me, apropos of nothing and in
her most casual manner, that she had

seen Oscar Wilde here in the Mid-
west, (Checking later, 1 found his
train had passed through a town in
which she had lived as a girl and
the citizenry had viewed him, flow-
ing cape, flowing hair and all.) As
if to relieve the personal implication
of this bit of information, she told
me she had also seen Sarah Bern-
hardt's Joan of Arc, (After the
performance, she had been one of
twenty or so young ladies who
trouped across the stage, each to
rrescnt to the divine Sarah, who
eaned against a large white horse,
a grairie flower,) and Pavlova dance
The Swan.

1 asked her what Sarah Bernhardt
was like. She replied, “Oh, she was
dark, and very foreign looking."”
Inadequate as the answer was, for an
instant the old lady, in trying to
extend her understanding, had
brought me very close to that age
from which I am often accused of
being a leftover. 1 was grateful.

Thus, I am rediscovering the
mores of the American small town,
but this time as an alien. In some
ways I like the position better than
being taken for granted as one of
their group. Certainly I am proving
in a small way theories of social
toleration and respect that I would
not have guessed possible ten years
ago. It is a dangerous business, for
where there is great ignorance there
is a great potential violence, but who
can say how close I am in this ex-
perience to that future time when
the sexual deviate will be understood
and integrated with equality into
society throughout the land?

Just the other day, a wheat farmer
stopped me on the street. He'd seen
a television program about, “this
fellow Freud” he said, "who be-
lieved everything we do is a result of
sex!” He looked at me as I might
have looked at a flying saucer that
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had been parked in my back yard
for a month, and asked, ""What do
you think of that?"

I told him that I believed Freud
had made one of the most important
discoveries in our civilization, and
that it was true that Freud had re-
duced some things to sex, and others
to family.

The farmer nodded vaguely.
“This television program said if we
understood sex, we'd understand
why we act like we do."”

I agreed, and underwent another
close scrutiny as he drawled, "It

sure gives you something to think
about, doesn’t it?"

Keeping a straight face, I made
a note to start watching more tele-
vision, When men such as this
publicly converse with known homo-
sexuals and listen with interest to
the teachings of Sigmund Freud,
sexual toleration iy ready for its first
great march, in spite of the many
reactionary road blocks which will
always impede all necessary progress.
In the mMmeantime, to quote my
friend, "It sure gives you something
to think about, doesn't it?"

o P el AL S T
an open lotter to SEN. DIRKSEN

T0: Senator Everett M. Dirksen
Senate of the United States
Washington, D. C.

-Dear Senator Dirksen:

ECAUSE 1 have admired you and
applauded your career as a great

Republican from a State which has

About This Article

A newspaper report in South-
ern California during the 1954
campaign credited Sen. Everett
M. Dirksen with making critical
remarks about sex variants be-
fore a gathering of Republican
women, It motivated the letter
published here. The author is
a Republican party official in
California, Because the writer
admitted having homosexual
tendencies, no name can be re-
vealed. The original of this letter
was mailed to Sen. Dirksen some
time ugo.

meant much to me, I trouble to write
you this letter, I write, not only for
myself however, but as a self-
appointed spokesman for a large
group of misunderstood and ma-
ligned people, a group to which
you referred in your speech before
the Republican women on Septem-
ber 22,

We are citizens of this country,
we carry the blood and traditions
of many great countries and races,
and we share the American Dream;
that is, ‘we share it until it is dis-
covered that we are homosexual.

Your reference to homosexuals,
and the manner in which you classi-
fied us, does not perhaps distinguish
you from other high Government
authorities, But because your speech
was made close to home, and was
quoted in the local press, it is to you
I write my words of protest.

Government employes are being
fired as security risks when it is
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discovered that they are homosexual.
Speaking for myself, while I am not
a government employe, I cannot be
bought, frightened, or blackmailed
into revealing information the confi-
dential nature of which I am morally
charged with protecting. Speaking
for the millions of other homosex-

Reproduced from

Hollywood Citizen - News

Sept. 23,

uals, the same can be said for them
as individuals in the same propor-
tions that it can be said for hetero-
sexuals.

In short, Senator, homosexuals
are not homosexual 24 hours a day
365 days a year. We are not dis-
tinguishable  from  heterosexual
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Eeople in any visible way, It has
een established by phychological
research at the Langley-Porter Clinic
in San Francisco, and at the Univer-
sity of California at Los Angeles
that we are no more unreliable, un-
stable or dangerous than heterosex-
uals, except as individual products
of our circumstances of birth, early
tmininf and youthful experiences in
a worldly world would lead or cause
us to be. The most prejudiced person
must surely, if subconsciously realize
that the same is true of heterosexual
people.

I know of my own personal
knowledge, Senator Dirksen, that
the government of the United States,
in the executive, the legislative, and
the judicial branches is heavily
staffed with wonderful men and
women who are homosexual. | know
of my own personal knowledge that
the United States Army, the Air
Force, the Navy and the Marine
Corps are heavily staffed, from
Generals and Admirals to privates
and ordinary seamen, with homo-
sexual people. It was hinted at in
the Army-McCarthy investigations,
and I suspect suppressed for political
reasons.

Thousands of graves in France,
many many thousand more graves on
South Pacific Islands and beneath
the seas, contain the sad remains
of men who were brave soldiers,
airmen, sailors and marines first and
homosexuals second. They were no
less brave, they did no less to win the
war for democracy, than did their
heterosexual compatriots. But the
democracy for which they did fight
and die, and still fight and still die,
and will yet. fight and yet die, denies
them and us our rights as individ-
uals, and classifies us with “wreckers,
destroyers, security risks, blabber-
mouths, drunks, traitors and sab-
oteurs.”
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There are all of those things
amonyg us, true, but there are also
all of those things among the hetero-
sexual population of these wonder-
ful United States. Our hearts do not
beat less fast at the excitement of a
political rally such as the one for
Eisenhower at which you spoke so
sonorously on September 22 because
we are homosexual, Our tears do
not flow less freely that yours at the
loss of husbands, sons and brothers
in warfare with Communism because
we are homosexual. Our hearts are
not less full of pride and honor at
the sight of massed American flags
because we are homosexual. We do
not work less hard for America, or
love her less, or support the Repub-
lican administration and policies less
whole-heartedly because we are
homosexual.

I personally have worked long
and hard for good government
generally and the Re ublican Party
specifically. 1 am widely known as
a devoted and dedicated Republican,
and the fact that I am homosexual
has nothing to do with it. Yet I
cannot, by law, be employed by the
government | serve and love if it is
known that I am homosexual,

OD HAS GRANTED you a distin-

guished political career, for
which He is to be thanked. But He
has denied you the compassion
which is the hallmark of a truly great
man. Can not you and the many
other intelligent men in high public
office retain your prestige and serve
your constituency without pub]ic
reference to the private tragedies of
millions of people? For make no
mistake, Senator, homosexuality
is a tragedy ; not inherently, perhaps,
but because the unenlightened have
made it so. To earn a living we
integrate with the heterosexual
population by donning a false gar-

(Continued on page 19)
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ORGANTZATIONS CAN CHANGE PUBLIC ATTITULE

If progressive and constructive, organizations of persons
interested in homosexual problems candomch to change American
public attitude,said Robert Iindner, Ph.D., chief psychiatrist,
department of corrections, Baltimore, and member of faculiy of
University of Maryland, who lectured at Beverly Hills, (Calif,,
last fall. He was sponsored by 2 lLos Angeles organizations:
Hacker Foundation and Correctional Service Associates, Attitude
in U, 8, is already moving closer to tolerance, speaker said.
He added that 6 million adult male homosexuals constituted our
largest group with characteristics of distinct minority yet un-
organized. That's becanse inversion cuts across entire strata
of American society -- without respect for cultural, economic,
intellectnal or vocational rank. He told about HWO (lomosexual
World Organization), with headquarters in Southeast Asia, which
today claims worldwide membership of 72,000. Dr, Lindner said
this organization was one of several which make wp Internation-
al Committee for Sexual Equality, Amsterdam, Holland (see page
30). ICSE is presently preparing to petition UNESCO for inves-
tigation of discriminatory practices against certain categories
of sex variants in several member countries of United Nations.
Dr. ILindner is author of "Rebel Without Cause," story of con-
fliet din prison, which is now being filmed at Warner Brothers
in Hollywood, He has also written some 90 articles and other
works on subjects related to sex inversion, prison life, ete.

SEX DEVIATION STUDIES MADE IN 2 STATES

Michigan and California last year completed lengthy studies
in field of varied sex practices, Final reports have been put
in hands of legislators, law envorcement agencies, probation
officers, scientific and professional experts concerned, Cali-
fornia's report covered years of research under auspices of
State Mental Health Department, which appointed Dr., Carl Fowman
of langley Forter (pa;v'ohiatric') Cliniec, University of Californ-
ia, to head its project upon which was spent some $185,000. No
simple, easy statement of conclusions is possible, But general
idea stressed held that present laws regulating sex behavior
are archiac and unenforceable; they sorely need complete revamp
by enlightened legislators. Dr. Bowman's findings supported
those previously reported by Dr. Kinsey and others, showing how
certain sex activities conducted in private by willing adults
caused no harm whatever to our social order, although most such
activity is today illegal (but widely practiced by both homo-
sexual and heterosexual men and women), However, no sweeping
recommendation for wholesale discard of sex laws was made; need
to apprehend and detain socially dangerous sex psychopaths for
protection of all adults and children was emphasized,
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IESBIAN RESEARCH INTERVIEWS COMPLETED

last of 30 interviews from female homosexuals has been taken
at Los Angeles by Dr. Vita Sommers, research psychologist, and
her 2 assistants. This special study into aspects of inversion
among women is being conducted with aid of 2 advanced students
at University of Southern California: Howard Russell and Mrs.
Virginia Armond. Research devartment of Mattachine Society has
cooperated with them in obtaining necessary interviews. Results
when correlated and released by research team will be published
in future issues of Mattachine Review.

TRANS-SEXUAL SPEAKS AT SAN FRANCISCO

Highlights of personal experiences of 1 of 11 trans-gexuals
in U, 8, were told to recent discussion group at San Francisco
with female speaker stating she was 1 of 3 such adult persons
whose sex had been legally changed by surgeons in this country
(remaining 8 underwent surgery in foreign countries)., Notes of
her talk are being prepared for future article in this magazine.

SINGLE DISCUSSION GROUP FORMED

In order to obtain greater interest with pooled effort, Mat-
tachine Society chapters at Ios Angeles last fall combined in
sponsorship of monthly discussion group programs. At present,
forums are held on 2nd Wednesdays each month, On other dates
during month, individual chapters hold own regular business
meetings,

APPEAL IN PROGRESS IN SIADE CASE

Hearing in higher court is being pushed at Los Angeles by
attorneys in case of Pecple v. Slade, Recently turned over to
this cause was Society's special fund of almost $300, collected
to help obbain appeal for defendant facing charges which were,
in mind of Soeiety's legal department, unjust because they con-
tained gross violations of civil rights and due process of law.

TWO 1ONG BEACH CHAPTERS ACTIVE

Public relations projects and lively discussion groups hold
attention of chapters 102 and 103, which make up long Beach
Area Couneil. Iisting of this area council in directory (page
30) was inadvertently omitted; however, reports from members
there indicate activity and interest are high. Address of long
Beach Area Council is Post Office Box 1232, Long Beach, Calif.

MEMBERSHIP-AT-LARGE ANNOUNCEMENT COMING

In response to many inquiries from all over U, S., Board of
Directors at los Angeles will soon announce plan for admitting
menbers-at-large to Mattachine Society. Story of this plan will
appear in next issue of Mattachine Review.
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TREND TO AREA COUNCIL IEATIERSHIP

In Chicago, Los Angeles and San Francisco, trend toward cen-
tralization of Society activities on Area Council level has be-
come evident during year just ended, This means that chapters
in metropolitan areas have generally begun to specialize in 1l
distinet phase of Society's program, working together under di-
rection of Area Council, much as committees function in other
organizations. Chief benefits from such cooperative effort are
mutual aid on projects, more thorough grasp of ultimate Matta-
chine goals, less wasted effort and competition., For most part,
chapters in each named area chose 1 of following fields for
concentrated effort on area basis: Publications (including area
newsletters); Research (including bibliography projects); Pub-
lic Relations; Education; legal, and Social.

MONTHLY DINNER MEETINGS SCHEDULED AT SAN FRANCISCO

Combined business meetings of Alpha, Beta and Gamma chapters
at San Franciseo, together with Oakland and Berkeley chapters,
have become a monthly event beginning with dinner in 1 of the
Bay area's fine restaurants, Increased interest and attendance
from the area's 30-plus members, plus advisors and friends, has
resulted. Monthly Area Council meetings, public discussion
forums and special chapter work sessions will continue, Discus-
sion groups meet at center of American Friends Service Committes
on 1st Thursday evening each month at San Francisco.

CHICAGO AREA CHAPTERS CONDUCT RORSCHACH TEST PROJECT

In late 1954, research project No. 1 for Chicago area got
under Wy with testing sessions for 37 male homosexuals who
submitted to Horschach's ™ink blot" test, givem by a doctor in
that city. Due to its long and widespread use, this test is one
of our most standardized methods of indirect psychological test-
ing. Raw data (i, e., verbatim record of subject's responses)
and interpretation of results will be presented upon request
to professional persons when completed., However, research com-
mittee chairman at Chicago expects no findings will be complete
for several months.

OU%LN

THE FIRST GREAT GIFT WE CAN BESTOW ON OTHERS IS A GOOD EXAMFLE
== Morell



Review Editor:

T have learned of your Society and its projected publication
throuzgh the Cory Book Service. Although in frank disagreement
with certain of the Aims and Principles of the Society, I do
feel that your work as a whole deserves support--after all, we
are living in the middle of the 20th Century! BEnclosed please
find a check for $5.00 to cover one year's subscription to the
megazine, and the rest please congider as my grain of sand to
the edifice you so selflessly and painfully have started build-
ing, With warmest wishes for success...

-=G, 8., New York
Review Editor:

I have generated in myself a good deal of curiosity and in-
terest in your organization, Not kmowing too much about it, I
thought I would write and ask you for any printed information
you might distribute. I assume you are looking for new mem-
bers, and I may be interested in this also.

—-R. L.. cﬂiﬁmi&
Review Editor:

I am in receipt of your notice announcing the projected new
magazine. I am interested in your project and heartily approve
of the high type of thing you propose. Flease enroll me on your
mailing liet for a year. I enclose a check for my year's sub-
seription. --(Rev,) E, S., Mississippi

Review Editor:

I am interested in becoming a member in the event a chapter
is formed in my area. I might also say that I am completely in
accord with the Aims and Principles of the Society as outlined
in your brochure, "Mattachine Society Today."

-=J, V,, Pennsylvania
Review Editor:

Yes, I believe you have an excellent chance to establish a
successful magazine, though you must be prepared to display the
patience of a Job to attain that goal,..Certainly the potential
reader audience is large enough to support four or five such
publications, if their support can be activated...

--J. F,, Kansas
Review Editor:

I certainly trust that the Society's magazine will be a bea-

con to closed heads., I eagerly await birth of the first issue.
--P, B,, Penngylvania

Review Editor:

I have received your announcement and herewith enclose check
for a subscription, although I must confess that I'm like many
others from my state who have to be shown...

--C, H,, Missouri
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OPEN LETTER

(Continued from page 14)
ment of heterosexuality ourselves.
We must conceal and dissimulate
because it is unlawful to be what we
are. Yet we cannot be otherwise, Is
it American and democratic to cause
a man to deny what God has made
him? I am sute you'll agree it is not.

We know we cannot change or
even materially influence public and
political opinion about homosex-
uality, But within your lifetime,
Senator, if it has not already done
5o, there will come to your attention
a slow but steady trend toward
public acceptance of a condition
which is as old as mankind and has
existed in all times and in all places.

Being a politician, 1 suppose,
carries a certain obligation to work
for personal popularity by public
denunciation of that which one
believes to be publicly unpopular,

I have set before thee a door
opened.—(Revelations 3,8.)

There are no closed doors be-
tween you and God, His love,
forgiveness, and great tender-
ness. Always, ever, the door

Only keep this in mind—homo-
sexuals vote too, in greater numbers
than you can possibly know. Theit
homosexuality does not cause them
to espouse any ology or ism which
is out of keeping with their indi-
vidual training, growth and exper-
iences, You cannot know, this, of
course, if you are heterosexual.
Open your mind and heart, Sena-
tor, like the distinguished American
you are, and if you truly believe in
the principles of democracy and per-
sonal liberty, do not again, publicly
ar privately, class homosexuals as
you did before the Republican
women, Many of those women have
homosexual sons and daughters.
Some of them know it and some of
them don't but one of God's noblest
creatures is a mother who has been
able to accept and understand the
fact of her children's homosexuality.
If one whose heart is as close to it
it as the mother of a homosexual
can understand it, our request that
people in your position try to under-
stand it does not seem unreasonable,
Special privilege we do not want
and would not accept. Equal rights
under the law we want and will fight
for. Please don't make our fight,
already a heart-breaking one, mare
difhicult, o
Sincerely yours,
(Name Withheld)

stunds open—you need only to
go forward in faith to enter
into the good life. It is we who
need to open the doors of our
minds and souls, cleansed of
evil and selfishness, to receive
God's blessings.
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INVERTS /\a distinct perdona/ify fype

(Summary of paper read at Western Psychological
Association, May 1954, by Evelyn Hooker, Ph.D.,
Research Associate in Psychology, University of
California at Los Angeles.)

THZE literature on homosexuality is filled with attempts
to describe the homosexual as belonging to one or several
types of personality structure. Most, if not all of these
descriptions are based on clinical patients. In an effort
to obtain as wide a sample of homosexuals as possible-of
non-clinical patients—The Mattachine Society assembled a
group of 74 individuals, all males, in the summer of 1953,
for the purpose of participating in a battery of psycho-
logical tests. One of these tests was the Chicago Inventory
of Beliefs, which was designed to single out three major
types of personality syndromes. It was used by permission
of George G. Stern. The results reported here are the re-
sults of that test alone (out of the totalbattery adminis-
tered).

The three major types of syndromes of personality,
with their distribution in the group of 74 homosexuals,
follows:

(1) The S type is characterized according to Stern by
a rigid, conforming and orderly behavior, and by absolute
acceptance of authority. For this individual, personal re-
lations are depersonalized, that is, he seeks gratification
of his needs in personal relations without regarding the
needs of the other individual asa person. Other individuals
become means tothe exploitation of his own ends. One per=
cent of the homosexuals tested belong to this type. This
means that, (if we can generalize from this group of 74 to
the total homosexual group) homosexuals do not conform, do
not accept authority, and do not depersonalize their rela-
tionships. Only a small percentage do.

(2) The second syndrome, the N, is the extreme oppo-
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site of the S group, and is characterized by "highly in-
dividualized and personalized social relationships, perva-
sive rejection of authority, rich and spontaneous impulse
life, flexible, non-conforming and labile behavior™ (Stern).
Thirteen percent of the homosexual group do fall in this
category.

(3) The R syndrome is independent of both the S and
the N syndromes and includes individuals who are interested
in ideas rather than in persons, "Maintain social relations
which are distant and impersonal” and are "passive and re-
strained in impulse, employing disinterested intellectual-
ization and abstraction as a buffer and defense®, (Stern).
Sixteen percent fall in this category-the largest percentage
of the three.

Thus, 30% of the total group can be classified in the
three major categories described above. In addition, 30%
do not fall in any category which is classifiable in the
Stern system. The remaining 40% are found in borderline
positions, mostly coose to the N and R types. What conclu-
sion can we draw from this?

Very tentatively, we may conclude that:

(1) Homosexuals vary widely in personality structure,
and do not constitute a distinct group. Homosexuality is
not a distinct clinical entity.

(2) The largest clustering of individuals is found in,
or bordering on, the R type. What at first my seem sur=-
prising is that these individuals are interested in ideas
rather than persons, maintain distant and impersonal rela-
tionships, and are restrained in impulse. I believe there
are two ways of accounting for this picture. We must re-
member that this group may not be typical of the homosexual
who appears in the clinical situation. These individuals
are, for the most part, members of an organization which
seeks to "develop a homosexual ethic" and tobehave in ways
acceptable toheterosexual society (except for sexual object
choice). They have given considerable time and energy to
the development of an organization-a fact which may make
them atypical of the total homosexual group. Secondly, it
may be that many homosexuals are not primarily interested
in personal relationships, but are interested in ideas. I

would hazard a guess that success ful homosexuals who have
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despite, or because of their homosexuality, been able to
attain positions of eminence in scientific or artistic
fields of endeavor, might tend to fall in this group.

(3) Although it is frequently taken for granted that
the homosexual is a non-conformist, universally rejecting
authority, these findings show that such non-conformity is
not necessarily generalized. Non-conformity in sexual
patterns may be accompanied by complete conformity in other
attitudes and behaviors.

In conclusion, it should be stressed that the problem
of male homosexual typology isa very difficult and perplex-
ing one, and that its solution will not be found by the use
of a single testing instrument such as the one used in this
study. It may, and I hope it will be found by intensive
clinical social studies of individuals and groups in the

total homosexual culture.

F!

in fAe next issue

In North Carolina, an attorney
who has studied all aspects of
statutes relating to the “crime against
nature,”" has recommended that
these laws be replaced by a modern,
simplified code. Protection for
society against those activities con-
sidered harmful and detention of
persons capable of dangerous anti-
social behavior are called for in the
recommended new code. A critical
review of the article has been writ-
ten by another attorney in Washing-
ton, D. C., exclusively for the next
issue of Mattachine Review.

From Pennsylvania, attention has
been given to the circumstances and
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developments of the trial of John
D. Provoo, whose conviction for
treason and life sentence were re-
versed by the U. S. Court of Appeals
in New York. An article in the next
issue will bring into sharp focus
the court's unanimous decision that
the government had no right to
cross-examine the former army ser-
geant on a collateral issue of homo-
sexuality,

Aspects of the causes and condi-
tions of sex variation related to
medicine and religion will appear
in other articles, together with the
first installment of a challenging
story of "Sex in the World of To-
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Flight from Masculinity....

[T'S PART OF THE PRICE OF CULTURAL PRESSURE

(By Frederick E. Kidder, MA., Graduate Student, Department
of Political Science, University of California, Berkeley.)

(Sex and Morality, by Abram Kardner. Indianapolis, Bobbs-
Merrill Company, 1954. 266 pp. $3.00)

T}E distinguished clinical professor of psychiatry at
Columbia University, Dr. Abram Kardiner, here extends the
exploration of sex customs in two dimensions not studied by
Freud or Kinsey: sex custom inrelation to the total social
context and--in terms of motion--how sex custdm changes and
why.

Since "the whole question of sex morality pivots about
the behavior of the female, not the male," Kardiner looks
at the changing role of women in Western society and points
out the effect that the rise of Ffeminism and the female
quest for "self-fulfillment" have had onmoral standards and
sexual custom.

He analyzes in detail and with the perception charac-
teristic of his five books and numerousarticles, prostitu-
tion, homosexuality, and the "flight from masculinity." He
considers Kinsey’s work on the male "valuable because the
unit of study was'better standardized;" the one on the female
is "wholly misleading."

In a concluding chapter he sets forth his own ideas on
how to regulate sex custom so that it serves the ends of
social expediency and does not jeopardize personal happi=-

ness. In so doing he does not duplicate in any way the
analyses of Isabel Drummond (1) or Seward Hiltner (2:)
23



although some of his suggestions parallel theirs.

Kardiner’s views on homosexuality are only very incom-
pletely indicated in the following quotations: "All homo=
sexuality can come only through the developmental route...
It is not contagious. It does not pass from person to
person. It grows froma social condition that strikes those
who have a developmental vulnerabilityandan acquired weak-
ness in masculinity."

"Homosexuality is a perversion that for ages has been
treated with penal measures. The fact is, that with 2 will-
ing partner it is no more damaging socially than is coitus
with a female. The case is different when the partner is
unwilling, but, except in rare cases, homosexuals do not
pursue unwilling partners. The only damage that might come
to society from homosexuality would be a rise in its inci=
dence so high as to endanger procreation, Notwithstanding
a considerable increase in male homosexuality, thereis
little danger of its affecting the birth rate materially.

"The massive increase in homosexuality is a sympton of
grave social dislocation... we know now that terrorism is
not the implement to use, and tolerance for homosexuality
is indifference and has nothing to contribute to the solu-
tion of the problem. Homosexuality is a part of the price
exacted by the pressures of Western civilization today and
it cannot be treated as a local excrescence; it is a sys-
temic disease and requires systemic treatment,"

Clearly Kardiner’s views give little aid and comfort
to two groups in our society. On the one hand, the com-
placent, asocial variant who often takes refuge in a sup-
posed biological basis for his deviation is confronted with
the fact that that deviation is largely the result of social
and developmental forces which can be dealt with, if there
is sufficient motivation, ina way in which biological fac-
tors could not be controlled. If the variant rejects modern
knowledge and is unhappy or antisocial, it is pretty largely
his own fault,

On the other hand, the self-appointed moral crusaders
who would castigate, persecute and extirpate the sex variant
like a weed ina social garden are told that their would-be
victims are not evolutionary freaks, but products of family
and social forces. Therefore, violence would not materially
reduce the deviation and would only work gross injustice on
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human beings.

For both groups and all of us, minority and majority,
the only reasonable course lies in self- and social-under=-
standing., "For our survival," says Kardiner, "depends on
how willing we are toengage in a little self-knowledge and
self-direction."

(1) The Sex Paradox. Putnam, 1953.

(2) Sex Ethics and the Kinsey Reports. Association Press,
1953.
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o pwblem

As a national educational and research agency on be-
half of the sex-variant, The Mattachine Society is faced
with many problems not necessarily common to other organi=-
zations of this type that delve into less emotional and
complex subjects. The Society must, therefore, govern its

actions to fit the realities of this particular situation,
knowing that even the truth if not crammed down peoples’
throats.

Qur problems arise from the problems of individuals-
both those who, for explanatory purposes, might be termed
the non-sex-variant and the others who might be termed the
sex-variant., We must attempt to awaken both of these groups
awareness of higher personal and social values. Reckless
and unjust actions on the part of one individual in either
group weakens both groups and is a danger to himself as
well. All must condition themselves to act and react in-
telligently and with forethought of the consequences so
that it becomes a habit.

The success of this conditioning depends on a long
process of teaching oneself tolive with others who are in=-
dividuals just as yourself, with individual traits, habits,
desires, drives, etc. We cannot cut ourselves off from our
families or our friends, for we are dependent people. Sim-

_ilarly one group cannot organize itself to separate itself
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from another and think that its problems are solved.

The further success of this process depends upon the
attitude of the individual. If a person has a positive
desire to help himself and his fellow man, his activity
will be circumscribed by the activity of others. In other
words, there is a socially desirable standard by which we
act. To adopt such a standard, one must have the desire
to do so. This, then, is the problem, for, even though we
may have the knowledge and the skill toapply that knowledge
in the correct way, we have accomplished little.

Yes,education todevelop constructive attitudes within
individuals and thus within groups, can be a problem - but
it can be done and it’s worth it. What have you got to lose?

K. B.

the importaite of
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T-TO-COAST rumors about the Mattachine Society would
lead you to believe some fantastic things.

“I read where the Mattachine organization is seeking $6
million to be used for lobbying and political pressure to
change laws,” said a youth in a mid-Western city to another
recently.

“Yes, the Society has its headquarters inLos Angeles be-
cause some rich movie stars are backing it," said someone
else to a friend.

Such conversations couldn't be farther from the truth!

Distorted * facts” in so-called "“exposé"” magazines to the
contrary, the Mattachine Society is NOI a big organization;
it is NOT endowed by anyone of wealth; it is NOI seeking to
become a political pressure group of any sort.

On the other hand, the Mattachine organization IS made
up of a handful of members, friends and advisors who recog-
nize the need for spreading accurate information toAmerican
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people about the problems and true conditions of sex var ia-
tion. It is chartered as a non-profit corporation for the
purpose of aiding research, conducting projects of educa-
tion, and publication of information which will broaden un-
derstanding of these aspects of human behavior for the ben-
efit of the American public.

That's where YOU come in. YQU are the important cog on
the drive wheel of the machinery thus far set up by the
Mattachine organization.

This little magazine is the initial effort in creation
of a publication which will, in the future, aid the under-
standing of the homosexual and the sex variant.

Its success, to be sure.. first of all will depend upon
whether or not the material published serves a useful pur-
pose. But secondly, and just as important (because it pro-
vides the means), is the support which only YQU can give.

No national publication such as Mattachine Review can
long survive unless readers respond with subscriptions. The
future of the magazine, therefore, depends entirely upon
you, dear reader, and your friends and associates.

The publishers make no pretense this ear ly in the venture
of having any magic editorial formula which will please all
readers. Such a formula may well be impossible. But the
staff does hope that with criticism (which is invited) will
come the vital subscription dollars upon which cont inued
existence of the magazine depends.

If you have an interest in the problem, and if you wish
to give a vote of confidence to the small but dedicated
group of persons who comprise the Mattachine Society in aid-
its solution, then subscribe to the Review without delay.

Without such support, the magazine cannot achieve goals
set so far, That's how important YOU are in the life of
the Mattachine Review!

Warackine REVIEW

(Rates: $2.50 per year, mailed first class sealed in u.
S. and Canada; $3.50 elsewhere. Send subscriptions to the
Mattachine Review, P. O. Box 1925, Los Angeles 53, Calif.)
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the cigarette

Now that the flushed flesh of night has finished,
And we, subdued, lie in our single bed
Submissive to rest: with all our forces diminished
Except that prime urge, never quieted:

Our mutual cigarette glows to a butt-end of pleasure
And fills the silence

With little cloudy islands

Which in the room-dusk go unregistered...
Just as our communings are felt,

Without word, without measure.

This inhale-exhalation of
Nicotine soothes the fresh cut of love...

This white shaft’'s end, this scarlet glow
Hanging before us, seems a universe

As compact and inclusive (and no worse)
Than that we make...more real, I wonder
Than the one (0O sweet exhaustion!)

We so recently tore a-sunder?

...and I wonder
If the spent fumes of our important business
So lately large in action, and now pushed under

By this retrospective wiseness...

I mean, how more important is the trace

Of our small conflict in this time and space,
Or how much less, than the brief defeat

Left by this grey ash or two

And its pungent memory of a one-time heat?

--Donal Norton

Of special interest to laymen and professional persons
alike is the summary of research in sex deviation in Cal-
ifornia by Karl M. Bowman, M. D., medical superintendent at
Langley Porter Clinic, University of California Hospital,
San Francisco (see page 15).

In a chapter on sexual deviation and the statutory law,
page 85 of the report, he states the following conclusion:

WY In summary, our laws pertaining to the control of sex-
ual behavior, though very stringent, are relatively inef-
fective in channelling sexual contacts or outlets into
marital intercourse. As a result, the great majority of
citizens are technically sex offenders. '

The past few years have seen a large increase in the
knowledge of human sexuality. Both theoretical and empir-
ical research points to several major areas of sexual be-
havior where legal controls should be effective.

These concern:

(1) The prevention of the use of force and the taking
of undue advantage in sexual relations;

(2) The protection of children and youths against sex-
ual exploitation by adults;

(3) The control of gross violation of standards of
public decency and good taste in the sexual sphere, and

(4) The control of prostitution as it contributes to
disease and to various kinds of crime and disorder in the
community.

chonc[ this, much research remains to be done to pro-
vide a sound basis for determining what is desirable and
undesirable sexual behavior in modern socicty. g

(From **Final Report on California Sexual Deviation
Research, March 1954, State of California, Depart-
ment of Mental Hygiene, Walter Rapagort, H.D., Dir-
ector; The Langley Porter Clinic, rl M. Bowman,¥.
D., Director. Printed by the Assembly, State of Cal

ifornia, Sacramento.)
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MATTACHINE REVIEW — Published
bi-monthly by the Mattachine Society,
Ine,, Post Office Box 1925, Los Angeles
53, Calif. Subscription prices: U. 8.
and Canada, One year, $2.50; 2 years,
$5; 4 years, $10. Foreign, $3.500 per
year, Single copies, 50 cents.

MANUSCRIPTS—for publication in this
maguzine are solicited. At the resent
time, such manuseripts, articles, re-
views, elc,, must be accepted on a
no-fee basis. Manuscripts not accom-
panled by poestpaid return envelope
become the property of Mattachine
leview.

ADVERTISEMENTS — accepted only
from publishers and/or authors of
bonks, mugazines and periodicals
related to the research field of the
Mattachine Society, Inc. Rates upon
application, Publisher reserves the
right to reject any and all advertising.

DIRECTORY—of areas of the Matta-
chine Soclety, Inc.: BOARD OF
DIRECTORS, Post Office Box 1925,
Los Angeles 514, Calif. LOS ANGELES
AREA COUNCIL, Post Office Box
1925, Los Angeles b4, Callf. SAN
FRANCISCO AREA COUNCIL, Post
Office Box 259, San Francisco 1, Calif.
CHICAGO AREA COUNCIL, Post
Office Box 1513, Merchandise Mart
Post Office, Chicago 54, Ill. Address
communications related to a specific
area to the area council addresses
above: address all other communica-
tions to the Board of Directors.

PUBLICATIONS—The following Matta-
chine Society publications are avall-
able upon order addressed to the
proper area above: From the Board
nf Directors, ""The Mattachine Society
Today,”' two booklets (third in prep-
aration), each 25 cents. First booklet
tells general information, history,
aims and principles of the Society:
second contains the constitution, by-
laws, articles of incorporation, pledge
and policies for legal, legislative,
public relations, publications and re-
search departments. Third booklet,
when issued, will contain administra-
tive structure, reporting forms, infor-
mation on how to conduet discussion
groups, form chapters, etc., and other
material of value to group leaders.
(All booklets mimeographed; all are
muiled first class)

AREA COUNCILS at Los Angeles, San
Francisco and Chicago publish month-
ly mimeographed newsletters. Sub-
seription rates (mailed first class),
$1 per year for each newsletter,

OTHER PUBLICATIONS—U. S.: One,
Magazine, published by One, Ine,, 232
8. Hill St., Los Angeles 12, Calif.
Monthly. Subscription rates, $2.60 per

car (0. 8. & Canada), 2 years, $4.

ailed first class, $3.50 per year, All
other countries, by regular mail, $3.50
per year, Sinfle capies, 31 cents by
first class mail, U, 8. & Canada.
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FOREIGN ORGANIZATIONS & PUB-
LICATIONS — Belgium: Centre Cul-
tural Belge, Postbox 30, Ixelles 1,
Brussels (no publications), Denmark:
{a) Forbundet, Postbox 1023, Copen-
hagen. Publishes monthly ma azine,
“Pan.'" (b) CGanymedes Samfundet,
Postbox 848, Copenhagen (no publica-
tions). (¢) Internationalt Forbund for
Sexual Lighed, Postbox 242, Copen-
hagen (no publications). (d) Vennen.
Homofil Organization, Postbox 809
Copenhugen; magazine, ‘Vennen,”
monthly in Scandinavian languages,
some German and English, $3.50 per
yeur by regular mail, $§4.50 per year
mailed first class sealed.

France: Cercle de France, 162 Rue
Jeanne d'Are, Parie XIlIe; magazine,
“Arcadie,’”” monthly in French, $9 per
year.

Germang: (a) Gesellschaft fur Mens-
chenrechte, Neustadter Strasse 48,
Hamburg 16; magazines, ''Hellas "
monthly, and “"Humanitas,'' monthiy.
(b) ILF.O., Auzer der Scheifmuhle
67, Bremen, publishes "‘Der Weg."
monthly, address Colonnaden 5, Ham-
burg 36. (¢) Verein fur Humanitare
Lebensgestaltung, Arndstrasse 3,
Frankfurt-am-Main. Magazine, ‘‘Del
Gefahrten,” monthly, address as
above. (d) Independent publication:
“Dein Freund,” monthly, Kleine
Freiheit 25, Hamburg-Altona,
Holland: (a) International Congress
for sexual Equality, Post Box 5432,
Amsterdam: periodical, ICEBE News-
letter in English, French and German,
$1.00 per year. (b) Cultur en Ontspan-
ningscentrum, Post Box 542, Amster-
dam; magazine, *‘Vriendschap,' ad-
dress above, $4.00 per year.

Norway: Det Norske Forbundet Av,
‘1i918. Postbox 1306, Oslo. No publica-
on,

Sweden: Frlends-Club, Box 1710,
Gothenburg, no publications; Riks-
forbundet for Sexueltt Likaberatti-
gande, Postbox 860, Stockholm, no
publications.

Switzerland: "'Der Kreis (Le Cercle),”
organization and monthly mn%uzine
(since 1916) in German, French and
English. 37 per year. Address: Post-
box 547, Zurich 23, Fraumunster,
Switzerland.

India: ""International Journal of Sex-
olugy,” Dr. A, P. Phillay, 0.B.E.,
M.B B.S., publisher, Whiteway Bldg.,
Bombay (monthly).

(PLEASE NOTE: Persons subscribing
to the above publications must obtain
international bank drafts or money
orders negotiable in the forelgn country
concerned, Where no subscription price
Is listed, advance inquiry by airmall,
enclozing unstamped self-addressed en-
velope is recommended. The Mattachine
Heview asswnes no responsibility on
hehalfl of any organization or publica-
tion listed above.
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MATTACHINE QUIZ
(Continued from outside back cover)

formally, by becoming an actual dues-paying member of the
society itself. This means working on committees, projects
and other activities.

WHAT ARE DISCUSSION GROUPS?

These meetings, open to the public, are a public relations
and educational project of the Society, sponsored for the
purpose of accurately informing interested persons of the
existence of the Society and its aims and purposes, and for
the public discussion of topics related to these aims and
purposes .,

WHAT ARE CHAPTERS?

Chapters are the basic membership organizational unit. Any
group of four or more interested persons may apply for recog-
nition as a chartered chapter, providing they subscribe to
the constitution, by-laws and acknowledged aims and purposes
for which the society was formed.

WHAT 1S THE SOCIETY'S ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE?

In addition to Chapters and Discussion Groups, an Area
Council is set up to coordinate activities of chapters in
each principal locality. It is composed of representatives
from each chapter concerned. Above this, a seven - member
Board of Directors has been formed to guide and chan-
nel activities of the several areas of the Society.
Its officers are the officers of the General Convention,
and are democratically elected by direct vote of Chapter
de legates. The number of delegates from each chapter is
determined on the hasis of chapter membership.

HOW MAY | OBTAIN ADDITIONAL INFORMATION?

For further information regarding the Society write to the
Roard of Directors or the Area Council nearest you. Their
addresses are listed in the Directory on page 30 of this
magazine. In the Los Angeles area, persons desiring infor-

mation may call the Society's telephone answering service,
VAndike 1221,
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