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THOU SHALT NOT LIE

"Jerry Falwell (head of Moral Majority) ... has
said his Old Time Gospel Hour draws up to 50 mil -
lion viewers a week nationwide, Actually, accord-
ing to ratings research, he has a much more modest
video flock of 1.6 million a week, ...

"Studying Nielsen ratings figures through last
November, Martin (a sociologist) discovered that
the 10 most popular video evangelists reached a
total audience of about 13,7 million viewers each
week. Also, according to Martin, that audience
was ‘predominantly female, over 50, working -
and-iower class, and true to stereotype, likely to
live in rural areas, towns and small cities in the
South and Midwest,” ~from The Houston Post (June
22, 1981)

Those statistics are significant in the political area
now that some of the evangelicals, especially Jerry
Falwell, are striving for political clout,

Is Falwell a conservative?

"It is sad indeed ... to a conservative to see
such spokesmen for higher morality as Jerry Fal-
well, Jesse Helms, Phyllis Schlafly and the chorus
of others ... usurp and misuse the name 'conserva-
tve.* ...

"Pethaps there are persons who have a clearer
vision than our judiciary, guided by our Constitu-
tion, of vhat is right and wrong.

"Bur it can never, in the eyes of the genuine
comservative, be the role of government to force
such claims upon us, " (as the above advocate)
Professor Richard Tayior, columnist
from the Houston Chronicle (July 7, 1981)

"Quotables. . "]

IN BRIEF

TEXAS LEGISLATIVE SESSION (A ustin)—Despite intense

efforts on HB 366/SB 126, the Lesbian/Gay Rightis A dvo::adt:s
hrase " of opposite sex” de-
were unable to get the p ;
::::g This bill relates to sex offenses with .mmors and n:.:r{
be u;lconstitutional in its unequal protection of same
versus opposite-sex offenders.

defeat a prop
The lobby was also unable to d amend-
ment to Slz:. 21-01 of the Texas Penal Code, which wil

expand the definition of "deviant sexual intercourse” to in-
tration with an object. &)
du:zlfb;li‘:trﬂill Pewitt closely monitored the é\ P?Apr;]:;:t :
B etz .1
-lesbian/gay riders
:»hfatt:or::l:;l:tie:. and ninz, were introduced on the: ﬂom; -
LGRA was successful in getting SB 25, the mr:retzu drc;)
Sex Offender Treatment Council bill, amende 21?@; ; Tl‘
any inclusion of lesbian/gays an'ested“under Sec. e
the group defined as "sex offendefs. HB 283;{ T gid m:
DPS checks of arrest records for child care workers )
make it out of committee this session.

osed amend -




PRIEST
sena: 5 ENDORSE GAY RIGHTS (St. Paui)—The priests’
b e of the Archdiocese of St, Paul and Minneapolis has
n - f
: orfsch{he statement of purpose of the Catholic Coali
on for Gay Rights, a nati i | :
ghts, ationwide group opposi iscrimi
i g ng dis -
nation against homosexuals, R
Msg e
2 Sgr. T.urrance Bernston, sepate chairman, told the
p ;;S that defeat of the resolution would put the sepate i
s 1y -‘ I 1€ e in
111(:[ with Archbizhop John Roach of St. Paul ard Minn
eapo. evly e : id . i
: p s;CnL ‘ly elected nresident of the National Confer
nce of Catholic Bi ‘ o -
. tholic Bishops, who went on record in support of
ivil rights for homusexuals in 1072, The coalirion's. st
s : B, The ate-
2 aof purpose says: "Persons with a homosexual orienta
re /oppressed pcople a i
I nd also our neigh
i ur neighbors, The
nd equal claim u 4
: pon our love and und
e ole nderstand-
cegm c)fd unc::nh the sensitive and enlightened pastoral con
ou " L i
A ra ur};:h. Other groups endorsing the coalition's
re the National Asse
mb i
ly of Womer Religious

and Reli ,iO"lS Brothers the t
£101 and iati i
: Association of Cth&gO

@ E9eeEIE:1‘i]a§

st 4930 San F‘e[i,Pe L

corner of San Felipe & MidlLane

Houston

TEXAS GAY CONFERENCE VIII (Houston) —The Planning
Committee of Texas Gay Conference VIII has announced
that "Strength in Diversity” will be the theme of the 1981
Conference to be held in Houston Labor Day weekend. "In
keeping with this theme, TGC will not be dominated by
any special group, ideology or political persuasion. It will
be neither radical nor conservative—-but both viewpoints,
and all in between, are welcomed. "

Some workshops will be informal sessions for men and
women to exchange information, ideas and feelings. Oth-
ers will include experts, General sessions will feature
guest speakers, among them Jack Nichols, author of_hfg_ris_
Liberation: A New Definition of Masculinity.

The Conference will be held at the First Unitarian
Church, 5210 Fannin (pre- registration form is included in

our centerfold, pp. 12-13 in this issue. For information

call 529-7014.)

(Wilde 'n Stein
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¢ PARADE 1981

Tony Vega

Parade Co-Chair

This year's Gay Pride Week parade was viewed
by approximately 60,000 people. These people—
both gay and straight—saw what we consider to be
the most polished and professional Gay Pride pa-
rade in the nation, The combination of three gay
bands, their flag corps, nine professionally made
floats, the festive mood of the crowd and partici-
pants and Mary's live elephant made the proces-
sion a spectacle to be remembered,

It wasn't easyl We worked on the logistics of
the parade for months, Larry Bagneris began work-

£ ing on getting the Los Angeles Band in February,
Their transportation and housing was no small mat-
ter., The route of the parade was another time -
consuming problem. Four possible routes were sub-
mitted before the city changed the new city ordi-
nance to allow us to march down Westheimer
instead of winding around the whole Montrose area.

3 These two major problems plus dozens of smaller

problems (weather included) and the effort and
time consumed in solvingtthem' exnausted'the Pa-
rade Committee, Then on the day of the parade
everything fell together and our efforts paid off.

’ This is the third year I Lhave been in the parade

and the enthusiasm of the crowd and the parade
participants always make the energy and time

spent worthwhile, gm







