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Editorial

October 14, 1979 marked
an end and a beginning for a
determined, motivated, and
inspired A merican society, The
National March on Washington
for Lesbian and Gay Rights, a
dream created by martyred gay
politician Harvey Milk and
pushed to reality through the
hard work of organizers from
all over the country, drew to a
close the first decade of strug=
gle and achievement and left
its hundreds of thousands of par-
ticipants and the thousands of
thousands sharing the experi-
ence through the media at
home with the promise of a
free and secure future.

The standing message of the
march remains that the future
is in our own hands, we know
the power we can wield and
the avenues open to us; we are
also aware that resolutions will
not come quickly or easily and
that our worst enemy is apa-
thy.

It is October, 1980, and the first anniversary of our
statement to the world, What is left now is the person=

al decision to remember,
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IN BRIEF

GAY AND LESBIAN ISSUES CONFERENCE (Chicago)—
The Second National Conference onGay and Lesbian
Issues, a series of open seminars on the gay lifestyle,
is being held this weekend at the Bismarck Hotel in
Chicago. The conference, sponsored by the Oasis Cen-
ter for Human Potential, lists as its objectives, dis-
pelling myths, providing information and support both
to the gay community and to heterosexuals who live,
work or interact with gays, and dealing with common
human needs for clearer communication and accept-
ance.

TEXAS GAY CONFERENCE VII (Denton)—The seventh
annual Texas Gay Conference sponsored by the Texas
Gay Task Force will be held in Denton this year. Den-
ton (about 35 miles north of Dallas/Ftr. Worth) is home
base for the newly reorganized TGTF. TGC 17 will
include workshops on gay history, legal harassment,
right-wing politics, and the gay media image.

MEDIA ACTIVISTS ORGANIZE (Houston)--A new
organization has been formed in Houston which hopes
to promote a positive image and make sure the gay
viewpoint is reflected in the general media. Lesbian
and Gay Media Activists (LAGMA) is the brainchild of
Pamela Sue Jones, who has been involved in letter-
writing and broadcast media appearance campaigns
since inspired by full-page anti-gay advertisements
which appeared in local newspapers three years ago.

page 5§




NOW NATIONAL CONFERENCE (San Antonio)=The
Narional Organization for Women's national confer-
ence was held in San Antonio October 3-5. Members
of NOW decided to stage heavy protests against the
Republican Party platform (which does not support the
Equal Rights Amendment) and GOP presidential nom=
inee Ronald Reagan, including pickets of appearances
by Governor Reagan,

AUSTIN GAY CAUCUS SUES (Austiny=The Austin
Lesbian/Gay Political Caucus (ALGPC) has brought
suit against an independently owned Kwik Kopy outlet
for refusing to print their newsletter, ALGPC members
filed a complaint under the city ordinance which pro~
hibits discrimination in public accommodations onthe
basis of sexual preference with the Austin Human Re~
lations Department. The same ordinance won for gay
plaintiffs last year an injunction against the Driskill
Hotel, requiring the club there to alter its policy of
not allowing same-sex couples to dance,

HOMOPHOBIC COMIC BOOK (New York)=The Octe-
ber edition of the HULK comic book, published by
Marvel Comics, contains a homophobic attempted
rape scene featuring homosexual villains. Complaints
should be addressed to Marvel Comics, 575 Madison
Avenue, New York, NY 10022,

AIR TORCE TO APPEAL MATLOVICH DECISION
(Washington, D.C. )=The US Afr Force hasannounced
that it will appeal the ruling by US District Judge
Gerhard Gesel to reinstate former T, Sgt. Leonard
Matlovich with retroactive pay. Attorneys for Matlo-
vich estimate that payment due could exceed half a
million dollars,

PROFILE
LARRY BAGNERIS

History of an Activist

by KRISTOFER

As he sits in his living room, frankly
talking about his life, it's hard for me to
reconcile what I see and feel with what I've
heard about this man, He seems cool, high-
ly intelligent, and not very radical. But
Larry Bagneris (pronounced BAHN-ereez), Jr.
is a political activist: he has very emphatic
ideas of what the world should be both for
himself and others and sees it as his moral
obligation to accelerate the rate at which
change occurs, He's taken it upon himself to
get personally involved to affect it.

page 7



What lies below this activism ard Larn
Bagneris' zeal for organizing minorities to
effectively win over their oppressors gives a
more intimate insight into why he thinks
feels, and believes as he does,

The evolution of Bagneris' thinking begins
in his childhood. He didn't have to wait to
see discrimination, he was born into it. Larry
is Creole, born and reared in Louisiana at a
time of rampant racism,

"Blacks went to public schools, " he ex=
plains, "whites went to private schools.
Creoles went to private schools because if
they went to black schools they'd get beat
up, I walked a mile to school every day, The
first six blocks I was a nigger; the next six
blocks I was a white boy." His tone is filled
with emotion as he relives the terror of those
early experiences,

In high school, after all his childhood
passing for white, understanding Franciscan
teachers tried to develop and nurture Larry's
political awareness, "They took me to things
they couldn't take other kids to because they
knew I was an activist, I went to White Citi-
izen Council meetings, Ku Klux Klan rallies.
Because 1 could "pass," I could see wnat was
going on and they wanted me to see ft,"

Larry's intimate knowledge of how racism
affected his life in the framework of bigotry

in Louisiana slowly combined with a grow=
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ing knowledge of the political process, His
first act as a freshman in high school was to
get a petition against the Zulus, a group of
blacks "supported by a group of whites"who
participated in the Mardi Gras parade who
Bagneris believed presented a negative image,

"We stopped the parade for four years. . .in
the name of community unity. "

Larry was active in the civil rightsstruggle
during those years. He marched in the pro-
tests at Selma and participated in other,
sometimes violent, demonstrations of theera,
By the time he graduated from Xavier Univer-
sity in New Orleans he had become a seasoned
political activist,

Feeling stifled in Louisiana, Larry moved
to Houston after graduation, There, he felt he
stood a better chance, Although Larry didn't
encounter discrimination here because of be-
ing Creole, he instead found a different kind=—
the bigotry against Chicanos, Since he looks
more Chicano than Black, people simply
placed him in that category on assumption.

Thus, as had been his previous method of
correcting wrongs, Larry got into the Chicano
movement, "My first political exposure in
Houston, " he says, "was working withChicano
politicians, .. when I told them I wasn't Mex-
ican they still accepted me. That touched
my heart, "
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Later Larry was able to broaden his focus
to include other aspects of his life, He went
on a fact-finding tour of the country's gay
communities west of the Mississippi to seethe
realities of gay life in the region, When he
returned, Larry established some priorities for
promoting change. The Texas Gay Task Force
(he is a member of the Board of Directors at
this time) and the Houston Gay Political Cau-
cus became the vehicles for his concern. He
used them to help initiate some of the chan-
ges he felt were needed, He later organized
the Gay Chicano Caucus, 113 men and women
of differemt races who were interested in
speaking to issues of concern to gay Hispanics
in Houston,

Through heavy political maneuvering,
Larry became a delegate to the State and
National Democratic Conventions for the 1980
presidential nominations, He used all his poli-
tical skills to promote the gay cause, He
accomplished a lot just by his presence, he
says. "The effectiveness of the gay caucus in
the national convention itself won't be known
for a long time, but the effectiveness on the
delegates there was impressive. "

After a lifetime of political involvement,
after having been active in the convention
and seen the power of gay support, how does
Larry Bagneris sce the future? "If oneday we
come to the realization that there are gay
Hispanics, Lesbians and Blacks out there, we
would come to cclebrate that diversity, Once
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we've done that we can go out into the hete-
rosexual community and say, 'Look, we're
just like everybody else.' We will become
the strongest political entity in the entire na-
tion because we can touch all segments of
society."

Activism often requires personal sacrifice
and according to Larry Bagneris, {t sometimes
involves an abrasive approach., Larry admits
he has done some things which have appeared
drastic or divisive but says they were necessa-
ry. "If you heard me two years ago you'd say
1 was one sided, radical.., butI had tokick
down the door to make people listen to mino-
rity issues,”
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GPC ENDORSEMENT!

IJOUSTON AND HARRIS COUNTY

(Editor's Note; INSIGHT does not endorse political can-
didates and does not necessarily agree with these choices, )

U, S. House, District 18
Texas Senate, District 15

‘Texas House, District 79

Texas House, District 80

Texas House, District 87

80th District Court

113th District Court

125th District Court

151st District Court

152nd District Court

165th District Court

176th District Court

177th District Court

309th Family District Cournt

814th Family District Court

District Attorney

County Civil Court Court-at=
Law #2

County Criminal Court-at=-
Law #6

County Criminal Court-at-
Law #10

County Sheriff

County Attorney

Justice of the Peace, Pct, 1

Justice of the Peaae, Pct, 7,
Pl. 1

Constable, Precinct 1

Mickey Leland (D)
Jack Ogg (D)

Debra Danburg (D)
Paul Colbert (D)

Al Luna (D)

Alice Bonner (D)
John Ray Harrison (D)
Bill Powell (D)

Ken Harrison (D)
Richard Millard (D)
R.L. 'Bob" Smith (D)
Bill Hatten (D)

Miron Love (D)
Robert Hinojosa (D)
Robert Baum (R)

Fred Dailey (D)

Ed Landry (D)

Jim Muldrow (D)

Pat Lykos (R)
Marvin Lake (D)
Mike Driscoll (D)
Kenneth Pacetti (D)

Cecil Bush (D)
Walter Rankin (D)
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NIGHTLIFE

THE UNICORN

One of the more striking accomplishments
of this year's renaissance of the Westheimer
strip, the Unicorn, opened low- profile in Aug-
ust and by its grand opening celebration Labor
Day weekend had already established a cozy
regular clientele, It's easy to see why, The
atmosphere is simple: unpretentious, squeaky-
clean, that of an old-fashioned friendly tavern
brought tastefully up-to-date, Owners Steven
and Lee take pains to assure that everyone
~—no "discretionary discrimination” exceptions
—is welcomed and stays comfortable, and ex-
pect patrons to do their pait to assure there is
no trouble, The club is an island of no-non-
sense precision, operated on the honor system,
For those tired of dress codes, motif codes
behavior codes, and code codes, it isa wel-
come relief,

The (Rainbow) Unicorn bar, named for the
collections acquired by the owners, is located
at 1504 Westheimer, New hours are Tam~2am

Monday through Saturday and noon to 2am

Sunday. The front patio has an island and

tropical waterfall, Walk around the side of the
building to get to the back patio, where you

will find a covered patio bar and pool table.
The bar also features the most popular pinball
and video machines. The jukebox is used pri-
marily during the day, astapes of music from
four decades is played at night; on Sundays a
TV is brought in for the Oiler games,
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Bars

BAJA SAM'S 402 Lovett 527-9866
THE BARN 710 Pacific 528-94217
BRAZOS RIVER BOTTOM 2400 Brazos 528-9152
BRIAR PATCH 2294 W, Holcombe 665-9678
BUNKHOUSE 1704 Westheimer 520-1818
CHIVA'S TAKE I 2407 Marshall 528-3533
CLUB L'AMOUR 227 Westheimer 528-2259
COPA 2631 Richmond 528-29259
COVE 2912 S. Shepherd 524-0170
DIFFERENT DRUM 1732 Westheimer 28-8508
DIRTY SALLY'S 220 Avondale 529-1525
DCGPATCH 2 1213 Richmond 528-3838
EXILE 1011 Bell 659- 0453
FAME 535 Westheimer 522-6058
HILITE RANCH 66201 S. Main 528-8730
HOUSTON COUNTRY 2700 Albany 520~ 8336
INSIDE/OUTSIDE 1318 Westheimer  597-9071
JUST MARION AND LYNN'S 817 Fairview 528-9110
MIDNITE SUN 534 Westheimer 526-7519
MONTROSE MINING CO. 805 Pacific 529-7488
OUR PLACE 1419 Richmond 528-8903
PARADE 1416 Richmond 520~-1646
PINK ELEPHANT 1218 Leeland 659=- 0040
RAT'S HOLE 109 Tuam 528=-9066
RICO'S 911 Fairview 528-8342
UNICORN 1504 Westheimer 528-9040
ZODIAC 5110 Airline 691-9928

Restaurants

BAJA SAM'S 402 Lovett | 527~ 9866
BAR-B-Q RANCH 1525 \Westheimer 529-2289
BRA SSIERIE 515 W, Alabama 528= 8744
HOUSE OF PIES 3112 Kirby 528-3816
STEAK & EGGS 4321 Montrose 528-8135
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OF THINGS GAY
NO MORE SODOMY!  pARNEY O'REILEY

Hold onl Barney's speaking about the Biblical kind.
Barney promised he would set the record as straight as
he=a gay—can regarding Moral Malarky's pop=off
about Sodom and Gomorrah and San Francisco.

Half a world apart and half of man's history later,
MM thinks he sees a connection between the City by
the Bay and those two cities of Biblical infamy. As
usual, MM is short on fact and long on hate, He also
suffers the myopia often associated with person c::f no
competent education who get ahold of a Bible"( jus:
as God wrote it") and begin telling the world its "true
meaning, as if the world had never known it had the
Bible. Certainly, MM does not know what the Bible is.
It never occurs to the ignorant likes of MM that it is
they, not the world, who are the beginners inthingsBib~
lical, There is, of course, no more resemblance be-
tween the ancient and modern cities than between
their closeness in time and place,

San Francisco—for whatever reasons, true or false—
does represent homosexuality to many straights, just
as Sodom does falsely. Gays came out of the closet on
the Pacific shores as never before seen in America in
one place at one time. But let's look at Sodom filst‘.

Biblical scholars=—unknown in Lynchburg, Del City
and other such presumptuous_-points—have unraveled
the centuries-old "mystery” of the Sodom story as
passed down through Christianity, (The Bible focusf:s
on Sodom, though Gomorrah was held in ill-repute in
its time for essentially the same reasons. )

Until well into the Christian era the ” sin" of Sod-
om was known to have been a vicious behavior, lit-
erally a thing of the past on a widespread social b‘asis.
The sodomy of Sodom was a rape of males, especially
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those who were strangers to the sodomizers, It was a
rape in the sense of "screwed, glued and tatooed”
though historians some times refer to it by the obvious
understatement of "{nhospitality, ") It was'intended to
degrade, to "demasculinize" the person held in con-
tempt. And to the Sodomites in their concept of "mas-
culipity” a male was less than a man once he was sex-
ually violated by another man,
"Masculinity” has always been largely an ego-trip—
a "state of mind." Gays are as manly as straights, But,
unlike straights, gays cannot be sodomized forthe most
part, because homosexuality is a part of our nature.
No one is degraded by virtue of his nature, Nature
glories in diversity and gays are yet another variation
of nature Geneva, please take note), We are one more
of its differences that make it truly the handiwork of
God, There is nothing "unnatural” or "unmanly” about
a man whom nature oriented sexually toward men, He
is as he was made, Was the Sodomite? Or his counter-
part in the modern world=—the male who will do any-
thing to project an image of what he fancies to reflect;
"masculinity” it makes no difference how false, how
vicious he must be to convince himself of it? To most
responsible persons manliness is character, What’s
manly about the modern " queerbasher”? I'd say that’s
the spirit of Sodom, even if sex is not usually involved,
Why is orientation so important in the righting of
this wrong perpetrated on the homosexual community
for centuries? Well, why was it so necessary for the
Dade County Flash to deny the existence of orienta
tion? She was caught with her hating drawers down,
for even she=with her worthless mind=knew that her
hate of gays on "moral® grounds had no basis if gay
persons are naturally oriented to be homosexual,
Our local homophobe flees to words like "condi -
tioned" to account for gay origin, Now really, Geneva;
by whom? When? How? And how could you know
that when nobody else does?
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The erroneous interpretation of the story of Lot at
Sodom grew up early in Christianity because of the
sexual reference in the Scriptural text and the lack of
historical knowledge by the early Christians, Also the
knowledge of orientation was (and still is) largely ab~
sent from the heterosexual population,

The translation of the Bible so often used in the
West uses "know" in reference to the desires of the
men of Sodom when they approached Lot to meet his
male guests, "Know" can (but by no means always
does) mean "sexual relations” in Biblical texts, The
meaning one attaches to "know" in the story of Lot is
probably ultimately irrelevant because Lot clearly
considered the men of Sodom to be heterosexually
oriented; he offered them his daughters in place of
the male guests whom they sought. That offer would
hardly be an enticement to homosexuals, MM, Think
about it, You yourself could have a homosexual act,
Yes! But that would not make you a homosexual (and
MM, that's a scientifically verified fact), Offer Barney
your womenfolk and they will remain untouched by
him. Barney is biologically different from you (it has
nothing to do with psychology). Barney is sexually
aroused only by men. I am homosexual=period,
1 think an adult of Lot's caliber would have known the
futility of such an attempted pawn.

No more' sodomy, pleasel But Barney's never seen
it and he's known a lot of men in a lot of ways, Bar-
ney’s even lived in San Francisco and he was a strang=
er upon arrival, Why, MM, I expect you, too, would
remain untouched in gay SanFrancisco even with your
jowls jelly = wobbling enticeingly = unless YOU, sir,
started something,

Why is gay love named after a wicked heterosexual
city?
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ditoria
Editorial
The November 4th election placed staunch
conservatives at the helm of our govern-
ment. These people are not only econom-
ically conservative, hut openly allied with
radically right-wing "religious" groups or-
ganized for the express purpose of reversing
the programs of human rights movements,
The margins of cictory for these elements
should prove that we are in fact up against
a much more formidable foe than we had
estimated, The internal differences we
faced in this election have actually been
dwarfed by its culmination.

Where do we go from here? It is obvious

Editor

that we have a challenge before us, and Gary Shaye

that more danger lies in the "escapes” of

apathy and blame-baiting, The challenge ConlﬂbulOﬂ

will not be met by giving up; it is more

important now than ever that we assess our Pamela Sue Jon
iti - han-

position and work through whatever ¢ .

nels are available to keep what we have, Charles Gillis
d ression is inevitable with growing

% A H.S. Kerbow

disunity and ill will amongst ourselves and
with our fellows in the struggle for the
preservation of human rights,

We must unite, This is the new cam-
paign, the one which transcends personal
philosophies, politics, social, sexual and Artist
represent;ﬁ:ional preferences, We must unite
in commitment to our cause, and we must
recognize the separation of this campaign
from our differences and disagreements.

We must unite; the alternative is certain opres-
sion at the whim of a self-righteous and amoral
majority whose clear intent is to override and re-
voke the rights of minorities, 8.C.
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IN BRIEF

GAY RIGHTS GROUPS CONSIDER MERGER (New York—NGTF)
A possible merger between two groups which have made posi-
tive progress in the promotion of gay rights causes is being
explored. In a joint statement released in September by Board
Chairpersons for the National Gay Task Force and Gay Rights
Advocates, the idea was expressed that "the need to consider
affiliation from a (shared) perception ... that there is a need

- for a national entity with the capability to coordinate advo-
-wcacy, lobbying, education, and litigation in support of com-

mon interests," The Task Force has been the major national
lobbying, media monitoring, and educating organization in
the country for seven years, Gay Rights Advocates, based out
of a San Francisco legal firm, has fought touchy court battles
in the interest of gay rights,

NATIONAL GAY CONFERENCE (Los Angeles—A national
conference is being planned by organizing committees which
helped in the March on Washington effort of 1979, Among
the programs which will be featured at the conference, the
formation of a national alliance of lesbian and gay activists
and organizations and educating activists from throughout the
country on the many aspects of grass roots organizing. The
sponsoring groups have outlined rigid structural regulations
similar to those used in the planning of MOW in hopes of
representing a cross-section of the national gay community,
Delegations to the conference (32 from each of seven regions)
must be racially balanced, co-sexual, and reflective of the
makeup of each region's gay community, Efforts must be
made to assure the participation of physically challenged
people, youth, older persons and persons living in non-urban
areas. For logistics information write: March Committee for
Lesbian and Gay Rights, L. A., 7985 Santa Monica Blvd. , Suite
109 West Hollywood, CA 90046, For registration information
Boston March Committee, 529 Massachusetts Ave., Boston,
MA 02118, For a taped message call (213) GO-MARCH.
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MEDIA GROUP FORMS
by Bill Jackson

Lesbian and Gay Media Advocates of Houston is an organiza-
tion formed in 1980 by Pam Jones and Bill Jackson. It strives
to monitor both print and non-print media and provide feed-
back to let the media know how they are doing in their por-
trayal of lesbians and gay men.

Pam's name has become known to regular readers of the
Houston Post's "Sound Off" column where she has suc-
cessfully published a number of letters commencing on stories
which affect the gay community. She also has been seen on
two television programs and has plans for future appearances
to speak out on lesbian and gay issues, Both Pam and I were
guests on the Wilde *n Stein radio program on KPFT radio
where we urged listeners to get involved in the media effort,

Participation in this drive need not be quite so open. A
person can easily become involved in a successful action
without having his/her name printed or said publicly. This
summer 1 corresponded with the station manager of KUHT-
TV, Channel 8, about the lack of locally produced program-
ming which addresses issues of interest to the gay community.
Following several increasingly unsatisfactory letters, a meet-
ing was suggested by the station manager. Both Pam and I
went to visit KUHT, The result of this highly successful meet-
ing was an increased awareness of gay/lesbian issues by KUHT
management. We provided a number of possible ideas for pro-
gram production and are confident that we will begin to see
an occasional program on gay/lesbian issues along with an
effort to consider gay/lesbian viewpoints on many issues
which are not, strictly speaking, gay ones (such as runaways,
battered women, etc.) The gay community should keep this
in mind when Channel 8 asks for donations—we must support
them if they are beginning to listen to us,

At Channel 8 we found, not too surprisingly that the main
problem was a complete lack of knowledge of gay issues,
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Channel 8 has shown some excellent nationally produced pro-
grams of interest to the community which they have failed to
properly advertise; however, they simply didn't realize that
programs on Gertrude Stein or on Hepatitis-B would be of
special interest to us, This is a serious problem throughout the
media=—a complete lack of awareness,

Anyone can get involved in this activity, and more must
become involved if we are to change the stereotyped image
of gays and lesbians portrayed in the media, Letters sent to
reporters are effective in changing bad attitudes or in rein-
forcing good attitudes, and these letters do not subject the
writer to public disclosure such as a letter to "Sound Off"
might. They allow a reader to speak out without coming out
publicly. Letters to radio and TV stations also provide this
same opportunity.

It is important to write every time you find something
especially good or especially offensive. Often there is not
time to wait for an organization such as LAGMA of Houston to
alert you to the offense, Recently KILT radio ran an ad for
the Elton John concert which included the line, " imagine you
and your lady ... ," a phrase whith is obviously offensive to
feminists, all thinking women, and gay men, I immediately
wrote a letter of protest, but I must have been one of few
to write since the ad comtinued to be used. We must realize
that even subtle messages such as these are used to convey
an image of what is good and bad, and that we often arc
not included in the definition of goed. We must speak out
to change this,

Lesbian and Gay Media Advocates of Houston would like to
hear from others interested in this effort. You can help by
writing letters, by letting us know of offenses we may have
missed, by going with us to visit the media around town, or
even more depending upon how "out" you are. We would like
to receive copies of letters you send in order to know how
much activity is going on. Please contact us for further infor-
mation, Our address is P, O, Box 56641, Houston, TX 77056,
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THE ARCADE

Barnecy O’Relley

‘I'ne " chairmatron” of the Citizens Aghast at Pornography arose
to address City Council, For the most part her thunder-and-
lightning style is ignored by our town's citizenry, But she does
have an impact on our affairs because she's there in the Coun-
cil chamber incessantly, Her proposed expose on our city's
porno “problem" that day caused one councilman to leave the
chamber when she took the rostrum, That was newsl

Some of us reporters followed him to get to the bottom of
that maneuver. By leaving he'd prevented the necessary quo-
rum to conduct city affairs and Council had had to adjourn as
the chairmatron—Ophelia Watson—stood to deliver her leng-
thy report on her obsession.

"I've already read her report," the councilman said out-
side, "And it's the worst pornography I've ever seen. There
are children in the chamber today and I couldn't allow them
to see and hear those things of hers that make even me, a
grown man, sick to my stomach. End quote. "

"Does that mean you will be running on a pornography
platform in the coming election, sir?" I ventured.

"Absolutely. ... No, strike that. Print this. That woman
is obscene. "

Welll Ophelia Watson had been called many things by
those whom she attacked, but obscene? Let me tell you one
thing that's gotten out among newsmen about her—strictly at
the unprintable level, Her Eros collection’s a real winner. In
her zeal to inform the uninformed on this matter she's col-
lected not only every item routinely sold by our porno mer-
chants, but she's gotten ahold of unusual things—things that
in other types of collections would be called "connoiseurs’
trophies, " things that you and I usually only dream about,
things a collector makes an uncommon effort to obtain, and
at great expense. She's got it all.

The very idea that a fiftyish, buxom, well-corseted keeper
of the public morals might be obscene was the story of the
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year. 1 dashed back inside the chamber and snitched a copy
of the Watson report to search out newsworthy tidbits for my
story that day.

In going through the report I learned of a "ghastly abomi-
nation"—an arcade—a few blocks from my home. 1 was
amazed to read that she considered the establishment a
"breeding ground for homosexuals,” The Ophelia Watson
forces—which is mostly and foremostly herself—had drawn
some very explicit conclusions on this subject. Either the
Citizens Aghast were right and those breeding grounds—those
arcades and like establishments—produced our city's homo-
sexuals or those persons must come from the moon, She
allowed no alternative for their origin. And she had the
"proof, " pictures and all, T blushed at page 33,

City Hall is my newsbeat and this topic was being pre-
sented to City Council, so I had to write about it, I'd just
go to that arcade that night and have a look before I wrote my
story.1 had never been aware that homosexuals bred anything,
much less themselves. That too would be news, To breed
means to engage in sexual behavior that could lead to repro-
duction. This I had to see, For all I knew there might be some
other type or types of persons there doing the breeding.

I'd thought the councilman left the chamber to call atten-
tion to himself and his coming election campaign and espec-
ially to get free newsspace. He'd do anything for an inch up
front. But I repented my newsman's cynicism as I stared trans-
fixed at page 35.

There's a line between the right of privacy of a person or
persons and the right of the public to know about that person
or persons and it's not always a totally clear or straight line,
But as an investigative reporter who tells it all most of the
time, I was shocked to see page 35 offered in a public forum.
I'd give the councilman another inch. He'd get a kick out of
that, He deserved it.

1 entered the arcade with some apprehension. I knew not what
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1 might find, Page 35 still haunted me. I went the length of
the building down a narrow hallway. At the end I turned and
abruptly went through a curtain into a small darkly lit room,
Its black walls were covered by glowing fluorescent murals
that came right out of a sex-positions manual.

I heard a clinky jingle like a coin falling down inside a
coffee machine followed by a faint hum that sounded like my
gay-movie projector in my bedroom, I remembered reading
about movies in the Watson report. That must be it—a movie
arcade, Ophelia had been too busy discussing the breeding to
inform anybody decently about what they might expect in the
way of entertainment. But movies made sense, Some instruc-
tion would no doubt be necessary to learn how to breed homo-
sexuals, It's not common knowledge to my knowledge. What
better way to learn than a movie?

"Got a light?"

Who? What? Where? No one. The movie sound stopped and
it was deathly quiet. Sex had always been kind of noisy to
me. But then I'd never bred any homosexuals,

"Got a cigarette?" First a light and now a cigarette. Two
voices, both male; apparently two men were smoking to-
gether. But where? I'd not yet seen a human being. But some-
thing was going on so I set out to track down the who, what,
where, when and why.

I went as best I could toward the smokers. I peeked behind
a curtain. A small hallway lay beyond, I was afraid I'd missed
the smokers. Nobody back there, but I went in anyway. About
10 feet later the corridor turned abruptly left and total dark-
ness lay beyond. The place was a veritable catacombs of tun-
nels and crypts, and like a catacombs it was awful spooky to
be in at large alone. But I wasn't alone, wasI?

The arcade was obviously a legally minimal-lighted estab-
lishment, but something had happened to even the minimal
lighting back there in that corridor, It looked for all the
world to see as if someone had turned off the lights. I took a
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few cautious steps and landed flat on my face.

"Watch where you're going, buddy,"

"Sorry. I thought this was an aisle, "

"It is, And I'm init,"

"Oh?Excuse me." I felt for my departed glasses somewhere
there in the darkness, '

"No problem, You just scared the shit out of me, kicking
my shins. How come you was so quiet? I didn't even hear you
coming. " '

Now that must be a homosexual, On his knees in the aisle!
I began taking mental notes. I was getting into my story now.
But how would I ever write it without my glasses?

"May I ask what you're doing on your knees in the aisle in
the dark in the first place?” I found my glasses and as 1 stood

"Buzz off, buddy" came out of the darkness. It wasan-
other person, I could barely see him against a wall in a small
alcove off the aisle, Two men alone together in the dark and
one of them on his knees in front oft the other, That'salll
had time to see, I'd been invited to leave, and I did. I went
along the wall down the darkness and felt my way into
a booth,

"Excuse me," I backed out. There was someone smoking
there in the dark.

"Don't rush off, "

" Oh?"

"Come in and watch the movie, "

"Are you alone?"

"Yep, Got a quarter?"

"I guess so." I fished one out of my pocket, and he put it
in the slot and—presto!—a movie, It was all sort of phantas-
magorical, having just left those fluorescent breeding murals
to be suddenly confronted by something like a color TV screen
materializing out of the darkness. This was indeed a strange
place, this breeding grounds, and, yes, this was turning into
a real magic lantern show, I couldn't read the instructions on
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the screen though; the writing was all backwards, Strange.

"Looking for some action?" he asked.

"Well, I really can't rell you yet what I'm looking for,
but I think I'm getting warm.” We stood silent, looking at
one another as the movie played on unobserved, He looked at
the floor; I looked at the floor; he looked up; I looked up. It
was getting a little embarrassing, neither of us in a mood to
talk.

"What you getting warm to? You a cop or something?"

"I'm here for a reason, "

"What kind of a reason?"

"I can't tell you just yet, "

"Oh ... sure, Igetit, Don't say nothing and you don't get
busted, Move over here, *

I loosened my tie. I was indeed getting warm, I moved a
little,

- "Move over here, " Right next to him, he pointed,

" Why?"

"I just want to talk to you,"

The movie stopped. "Here's another quarter, What you

_Wwant to talk about?" I asked,

He squeezed my hand as he took the quarter, The next
movie segment was on a boat—the same naked guys it looked
like.

"What you looking for, sir? I mean, that you're getting
warm to?"

"Well, if you must know I'm looking for a ,,, certain
kind of person, "
" What's your favorite action?"
"You keep asking about my action, "
"Well?"
"Okay. Since you must know sooner or later, I'm looking
for ... (1 whispered) a homosexual, "
"What about it?"
"Well,.."
"Well what?"
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"Are you one?"

“You den't expect me to answer that, do you?"

“What I want to know is what the hell goes on in this place
~besides the movies, I mean?"

"Whatever's your action, * e

“Is that all you do, talk in riddles>"

"Can't be explicit, Might get busted, What'syour action
if you ain't no cop?”

"I'm no cop, Do I look like a cop?”

"Who knows what cops look like, They're people, "

"I'm on a joh,"

"Then you must he a cop. You're not the manager, "

We grew silent again as I tried to see my way to my goal,
This would be a difficult interview, I could already tell, I
stared at him a little too much 1 guess. He was a good-looking
young man with bushy brown hair, He became agitated, sol
moved to where he'd instructed me to. He cracked his knuck-
les and took out his handkerchief and cleaned his glasses, The
movie stopped again, I gave him another quarter, He smiled
and put it in,

This time the guys were on top a skyscraper in Manhattan,
They were still naked as they watched the ships entering and
leaving the Port of New York, I gathered this movie was a
travelog,

My companion 1it another cigarette, Nervously, he fumb-
led the pack and offered me one. I accepted, though I detest
cigarettes. I smoke cigars, He lit it for me and let his hand
drop down against my crotch, This was a homosexual, I'd be
getting my story now, But I'd still seen no evidence of breed-
ing. If I knew what that young man had on his mind, we
Wouldn't be breeding anything, Everybody I'd seen so far
lacked mystery. I had some idea of what they were doing in
that alcove and aisle, They'd already been bred and their
actions wouldn't produce a person or change them, And the
young man needed no breeding. He already knew his sexual
orientation; it was just that he had some problem expressing
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himself,
"Y ou want some action?" .
"You asked me that." I moved a little closer to ease his

tension, but he moved away. )

"What else can I say? 1 don't want to get busted,

"IPm no COP. "

"You keep saying that, "

"But if I were a cop, I could already have busted you for
loitering. " ' )

"I'm watching the movie. That's legal. .

He had a point, of course, but strictly a legal point, for
he was watching me and the floor and the ceiling more. But
he did nothing. Had it been an accident he'd touched my
crotch and stirred something inside me? Now I was :ignat‘ted.!

The movie stopped again. "Got another quarter?” I didn't.
"Gotta have another quarter, Gotta keep the movie going.

"Is that all you think about, getting busted? o

"It's something to consider. I ain't got $50 for bail.

"You know the amount? You must have been busted be-
fore?" '

"No, sir, not me., But it happens. You see, I don't take no
chances. "

"1'd gathered that." . '

"Gotta have another quarter to start the movie, Can't get
caught loitering, " 5
"Can we get some change around here?" I asked.

"If you got something that can be changed.” .
"How about this?" I gave him a bill, He smiled and slipped

out, i
"Go the other way. That aisle is blocked.

I wondered how Ophelia Watson had gotten that pictt?rz o}r:
page 35. Had she been there? What t){pe camera 1ab sde
used? Had she slipped up in the dark w1t1.1 a flas_hbu fan
scared the shit out of some person sprawled in the aisle behor:e
another person in the alcove. That must have been whe
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that picture was taken, The aisles were too narrow for that
layout, Surely she'd not popped into one of the booths to take
it, It was as composed as studic rhotography. She'd used great
care and preparation,

My attention was drawn to a rustling sound that stopped
upon entering the booth beside mine. There was a silly
female giggle: "Honey, I told you not to wear a bra on our
dates anymore, I can't undo that contraption, " a male com-
plained,

"Well, I really don't know why you insist on undressing me
in public. .., Let's just go back to the car and I'1l undo it, 1
don't like this place. I can't even see you with thet flimsy
coin-slot light, How can I enjoy it if I can't see your hunky
muscles, "

Had Ophelia missed something? There were no females in
her report on this "breeding ground, " They went back the
way they'd come. They'd be breeding before the night was
over, but not in the arcade, I wondered if they would produce
a homosexual,

My companion came back inside our boown. He brushed up
against me as he passed. He looked me square in the eyes,
his nose two inches from mine, "I got some change, "

"You'd better start the movie quick., Traffic'- picking up
around here. Don't want to get busted for loitering. "

He put another quarter in the slot. This time the guys
were riding hors»s in soms real woods high in the mountains.
No wonder they could afford so many locations, There was
still no wardrohe,

"I can't figure you out, sir," he said. "You ain't into any
action and you ain't watched the movic, except vhen it first
starts each time. "

“I already know the story. I wrote it. "

"Why are you here? I mean it's a slow night, but .., "

"Move over here, " I said, "I've got to go to work, "

"Then you are a cop, Nobody else works here, except
the manager and he's heavy into the action in Booth 20, He
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practically runs the joint from Booth 20." . ‘

"I told you I'm no cop. But if I tell you my job you might
not level with me. You might get embarrassed, I wonl't harm
you. "

"1 wantta talk to you, but I don't wantta get busted,

"I'm not trying to entrap you, so calm down, Let's put it
this way: I need some information that you can give me, and
you have nothing to fear from me,"

"You're a cop. I don't know nothing, I knew it when you
came in here and me innocent, watching the movie, "

"The movie wasn't even running when I came in."

"It'd just stopped and I was getting another quarter. "

"You had to borrow one from me,"

"That's not illegal."”

WMo, but..."

"I'm leaving."

"Those are my quarters, "

He shoved a fistful of coins before my eyes, "I wasn't go-
ing to steal them, Here's all of it, honest.” He leaned against
the wall and breathed heavily.

"Well, if you're not going to leave, just keep them. This
may go on all night, Keep them anyhow. This is on my ex-_
pense account, "

He dropped the quarters in a shower of metal not unlike
the jackpot from a slot machine, "Cop!"

I put my hand on his shoulder to stall him as he turned to
leave,

"You can't touch me. I ain't done nothing illegal. 1t'll go
in my favor, you touching me and me innocent, "

"You sure know a lot about the law,"

"I ain't been busted yet."

"If you're innocent why do you worry?"

"Cause I don't wantta get busted, "

"Well, put another quarter in or we'll both get busted. "

He did. The guys were back West, This time, they had

costume, Each wore a lei as they frolicked otherwise nude



among the hibiscus and palms,

"Gee, that's pretty,” he said, for the first time eny:ossed
in the movie,

"Which?"

"That's Hawaii, I've seen {t on TV. Those flowered neck-
laces and all. "

"Yes, that's a beautiful picture—all of it,"

"You ain't gonna bust me, are you, sir? I like you."”

"Then tell me how you got to be the way ycu are, "

He turned to leave again, I held him back,

"That's twice. The judge won't like that. It's like you was
initiating the action, and he'll throw the case out, you touch-
ing me and me innocent—twice, "

"You touched me a few times. "

"That was different. Those were accidents, It's crowded in
here, "

"I'll tell you what, You pick up the quarters and we'll go
down the strect to a bar and I'll buy you a beer and we can
talk. "

(W ilde e Stein
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"1'd love to, sir, But you may be a cop, and I'm innocent.”

"Then pick up the quarters and tell me about your friends
around here, "

"You can't bribe me. That's illegal, a cop bribing for evi-
dence and me innccent. "

"1"11 bet you are. 1 never expected to run into a lawyer in
kere, but that proves I'm no cop. Cpps don't do anything il-
legal. "

"Says you. Who do you think the manager's with in Booth
20? Come to think of it, they won't be raiding this place to-
night. They don't bust each other, or do you?"

"I won't say it again," I took out another bill. "Tell me
what 1 need to know and you can have the quarters and this,
Tell me about your buddies. You must know about them. You
seem to know everything else about this place. That's about
$20."

*I know you need your evidence, sir. And I need the mon-
ey bad. But I couldn't do that; they're my friends, some of
them. Besides, they ain't doing nothing illegal. These movies
are legal tender. "

"Some of them aren't watching movies. They're watching
each other," 1 moved up to him. He became nervous. "I'll
just have to be my own unidentified, informed source," I
said, I unzipped his fly. He leaped backward against the wall.

"I didn't do it."

"But I did, Now get it up again like it was before I spooked
you. This one's on me." I knelt down on one knec.

He had no problems complying with my wishes once I
touched him. I suddenly realized the young man was crying
softly. He bent over and kissed me on top of the head. I was
ashamed of myself, though I'd not meant to te cruel. T satis-
fied his need and loved it. He made no complaints.

"Why didn't you tell me?" he whimpered when he zipped
up. "I like you, but..."

"Never mind. Now pick up all that money and let's go get
a beer,”
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I bought him a beer and a sandwich. He hadn't eaten, I
held his hand. I didn't have the heart to interview him yet,
He told me his name's Erin—after the country, "I1'd love to,"
he said when I asked him home,

That time I interviewed him between kisses between sheets,
He was my second unidentified source and our stories were ex-
actly the same. We'd never known mor been inclined any
other way. Nobody'd shown us our way, We'd found it our-
selves.

That was a week ago and Erin's still at my place, It'd
break my heart to see him go now, but I think he'll be around
for a while, He thinks he loves me; at least he said he loves
me, I believe him, but he is innocent,

I patted my foot to a jig I'd learned years before in grade
school and primed up my Irish tenor that never was, "Erin is
my darling, my darling. Erin is my darling, my darling man,"
THE END
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Nightlife

THE BUNKHOUSE

Are you looking for a comfortable and very friendly country-
western mans bar where there is never a cover charge? Then
stop by the Bunkhouse located on Westheimer at the corner of
Dunlavy and let the bartenders ... Allen, Danny, Jack, Jeff
and Keith ... make you feel at home, The latest country-
western recordings are played by the live disc jockey, Bob
Williams, as well as an occasional disco and "Mystery Tune"
where well drinks and beer can be won.

During the past year, Tony and Dan, the owners, have
made many improvements, The glitter of the old Septembers
is now gone and a more rustic and manly look has beenadded:
Recently the dance floor was greatly enlarged with a walk-
around platform and the two small bars were joined to make
one forty foot cruise bar. Near the fireplace, which is in use
on cold nights, stands a large round table and numerous lean=
ing counters designed for the guy on the cruise. The two large
windows facing Westheimer afford an excellent view for "peo-
ple watching" during the afternoon, The Bunkhouse also has
some of the latest pinball machines and a separate pool room
for your enjoyment,

The Bunkhouse opens at 11: 00AM daily (noon on Sundays)
with a Happy Hour every Monday through Friday from opening
until 7:00 PM. /Tuesday is Hat Night where well drinks are
$1,00 and beer is 75¢ if wearing a cowboy hat, Wednesday is
"69 Night" where a well drink can be bought for 69¢ (exact
change required). Schnapps and bar amaretto are always 75¢
... day and night, seven days a week.

Now, guys, we have told you about The Bunkhouse so stop
by soon, and see for yourself what a festive, fun and friendly
bar it is,
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PARADE

PINK ELEPHANT
RAT'S HOLE
RICO'S
ROCKY'S
UNICOFN
Z0ODIAC

BAJA SAM'S
BAR-B-Q RANCH
BRASSIERIE
HOUSE OF PIES
STEAK & EGGS

534 Westheimer

1419 Richmond
1416 Richmond
1218 Leeland
109 Tuam

911 Fairview
34168 W. Dallas
1504 Westheimer
5110 Airline

Restaurants

402 Lovertt

1525 Westheimer
515 W, Alabama
3112 Kirby

4321 Montrose

2400 Brazos
2294 W, Holcombe

2700 Albany

805 Pacific

527~ 9866
528-94217
528-9192
665~ 9678
520-1818
528-3533
528-2259
528-2259
524-0170
528-8508
529-7525
528-3838
659- 0453
522-6058
522-7616
528- 8730
520-8336
527-9071
528-9110
526-7519
529-7488
528-8903
520-1646
659-0040
528-9066
528-8342
528-8922
528-9040
691-9928

527-9866
529-2289
528-8744
528-3816
526-8135

page 25



OF THINGS GAY
BARNEY O'REILEY

PRIORITIES! PRIORITIES! PRIORITIES!
But Let's Not Forget Our Ladies

Because human rights are important to us all and'the Equal
Rights Amendment (ERA) affects gay women vitally, especial-
ly if they must earn a livelihood, ERA is a gay issue despite
its origin and extension outside the gay community,

Go right ahead and throw your verbal brickbats at Old Bar-
ney, guys, But you're wasting your time. Barney's been pub-
lishing since age 16 so words are his stock in trade (okay, one
of them).

One Houston gay politico of the recent past would have us
believe that our priorities in the gay movement demand we ad~

dress issues that affect ONLY gay persons— femninist issues are
not our proper concern, To which Bamey says, Lesbians are

women, for Pete's sake, and they suffera double discrimina-
tion off the top for merely being alive—they don't have to
belong to any other discriminated group. And if they do?
Well, consider their plight thus compounded.

All right. By extension that line of thinking could take in
every issue known to man- (or person-) kind, you beg to in-
form Old Bamey: we gays are literally everywhere, Well,
you're correct, of course, BUT—

Gge whiz! Let's make one exception,

Our ladies need the ERA and it is now very much in jeo-
pardy with the rise to respectability by one-issue politicians—
and Phyllis Schlafly, whatever it is she is.

ERA spells doom for America, Phyllis is bursting at the
seams to tell us, And she does a pretty good job of saying just
that if we put her public record together piece by piece,
bit by vicious bit. We must do as Wonder Woman and her
cchorts say—without question—OR ELSE, Phyllis, Barney won't
play that game, If there's a valid reason—and you've yet to
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come up with one—he will give you your due. Otherwise,
sweetheart, he'll make his own judgments, thank you.

By the way, sweetie, you nor anyone else could possibly
know the complex of social forces that causes a nation to
fall, (Isn't that really what you are telling us will happen to
America if ERA passes? Sure it is, ) But think, Phyllis, almost
two thousand years later the world is still trying to figure out
why Rome fell (make that the world minus one. The Dade
County Inspiration told us that Rome " foundered" because of
homosexuality, Mercy—such a mindl)

Some of the anti-ERAers—among them MM (and I'm not
speaking about Mickey Mouse)j—are telling us that "God is
against the ERA." BLASPHEMY ! Only God could know.

Contrary to a certain theological seminary (whose creden-
tials were printed at home), the Moral Marvel (MM) types do
NOT represent the moral interpretations of Christians " for
centuries.” One need but‘glance through the Christian record
for two thousand years.

That seminary and MM and Phyllis Schlafly & Co. and
their ilk are a very small minority of Christians and their
Christian rocts are quite shallow (they are very much the
nouveau riche of Christiandom). They cannot speak for God.
They are not qualified outside their closed-minded sphere to
speak for Christianity.

Too, Christianity is not the only religion in America—
nol

It's a pluralistic old world and for that Barney shouts "Hal-
lelujah!"” May it ever be so, And "Praise God!" that the way
of MOST Christians has never been absolutism (equals MMisim
equals there's one way and one way only and that's the way I—
that's Multifarious Me spelled with a capital "I"—say equals
fascism).

America is an experiment in democracy, not fascism.
Furthermore, not all Americans are religious, but they are
ALL citizens of the Republic, and should have a voice in their
own affairs,
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