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Gerald E. Miller with the Johnson
Space Center to be Guest Speaker at
January dinner meeting

Jerry Miller is employed at the
Johnson Space Center (JSC) as Manager
of Extravehicular Activity (EVA)
Operations in the Space Flight Systems
Division of United Space Alliance (USA).
Formed through a partnership between
Boeing and Lockheed-Martin, USA is the
company responsible for operating
NASA's space shuttle fleet. Mr. Miller
leads the astronaut trainers and flight
controllers specializing in EVA, com-
monly known as space walking.

His office is responsible [or end-to-end
activities associated with space walks
for the Space Shuttle and International
Space Station Programs. This includes
participation in payload design, flight
procedures development, payload inte-
gration, direct astronaut crew training
and flight execution as EVA Flight
Controllers in the Mission Control
Center.

Mr. Miller was assigned to the team
that initiated cooperation with Russian
Space Agency counterparts and he is the

first American to staff a console in the
Russian Mission Control Center for
space walks by American astronauts
from the Mir station. As the EVA Officer
for shuttle mission STS-49 in 1992, Mr.
Miller planned and controlled the
world's only three-person space walk to
rescue the Intelsat communications
satellite, for which he also holds the
record of the longest EVA in history, 8
hours and 29 minutes. He has trained
more than 50 crews for EVA on Space
Shuttle, Mir and International Space
Station missions.

With 17 years of conducting space
flights, he is NASA's most experienced
EVA Operations Officer. As such, Jerry
represents the space agency's EVA inter-
ests with international partners includ-
ing Russia, Japan, Canada and the
European Space Agency.

Jerry Miller received his degree in
Aeronautical and Astronautical
Engineering from the University of
Illinois.

RSVP is required by January 7th at 713-523-7576. It's extremely important for us to coordinate our number of
participants. Please be responsible and make the RSYP call! The cost for the dinner meeting is $22 for

members and $25 for non-members or guests.
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The Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce advances the economic
and cultural development and vitality of gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, fransgender and
supportive heterosexual businesses and organizations.
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President’s

Message

I remember several years ago when Sandra
Wilkins first pestered me about joining the
newly formed Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian
Chamber of Commerce. As a small business
owner in the community I was used to being
asked to join various associations and network-
ing groups. So when Sandra later faxed an appli-
cation I did what I usually do: I put it in a pile
with everything else, thinking I would get
around to it eventually. As many of you know,
Sandra is very persistent, and my application
did not sit idle for long.

After becoming a chamber member I started
doing some committee work and eventually
joined the board as a director. I have enjoyed
working with the chamber board for the past
two years, and I am honored to assume the
duties as your president for the year 2000. It will
take some concentrated effort to surpass the
results achieved in 1999, but your board is com-
mitted to ensuring that the chamber has anoth-
er successful and productive year. We are all

iverQaks | e sors
An accredited member

of the International

Soctety of Appraisers

ANTIQUES

CENTUER

2030 Westheimer
Houston, Texas 77098
713.520.8238
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pleased that Coy Tow,
Marion Coleman, and
Richard Wiederholt
have renewed their
leadership roles for
the next Empower
event. Other board
members have expressed a great interest in improv-
ing and expanding our member services and in devel-
oping an executive director position. At our board
retreat January 8th we will put together our annual
plan for implementing these and other terrific ideas.
Anyone is welcome to participate, so if you have
ideas, skills, talents, or interest, please make plans to

join us.

It was great fun to end the year with our December
party at Sonoma restaurant. Kudos to Jay Allen and
crew who made the place available to us on their off
night, and to the Houston Pride Band for providing
spirited entertainment.

Our January meeting will feature a presentation by
Jerry Miller of NASA. If you haven't made it to a
membership meeting in awhile, please plan to attend.

I look forward to seeing you there.

Yeltio Henl

HUBBARD

Financial Services, Inc.

Bookkeeping and Tax Service

KATHY HUBBARD, EA

(713) 522-9000

FAX: (713) 526-6588

2615 MONTROSE BOULEVARD

PO BOX 66588 ¢ HOUSTON, TX 77266-6588
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Tiburon Systems

JOEL ANDERSON
DARYL HICKMAN

PO BOX 1024

HOUSTON, TX 772351

713.350.0555 T George Froming
713.350.0556 F owner

3407 Montrose Boulevard
Suite B4
Houston, Texas 77006

713.527.0880 tel
713.527.0119 fax

Systems Engineer

TIBUROMIYSTEMS.COM

NEW COMPUTERS - NETWORRS - SERVICE
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New & Renewing Members

The following companies and organizations have realized the imporfance of economic growth and development for the gay, leshian, bisexual and transgender
communify. They have pledged their continued support by investing their time and efforis in the Greater Houston Gay & Leshian Chamber of Commerce.
Please support your community by calling on these companies when you have a need for their produds and services.

STATSCRIPT Pharmacy
Pharmacy

Member Since 12,/01/1995
Bill Southward

3407 Montrose Blvd Suite A5
Houston, Texas 77006
7135227373

Basic Brothers

Retail Store

Member Since 12/01/1995
Richard Wiederholt

1232 Westheimer Road
Houston, Texas 77006
7135221626

richardw@neaosoft.com

H.AT.C.H.

Non Profit

Member Since 12/01,/1997
Kevin Davidson

PO Box 667053

Houston, Texas 77266
713-942-7002
hatch@neosoft.com

Carroll, Tony, Psychotherapy Associates
Health Care / Psychotherapy / Consultation
Member Since 12/01,/1995

Tony Carroll, LMSWACP

2211 Norfolk, Suite 505

Housten, Texas 77098

713-522-3045

tearroll@wt.net

LifeSmiles

Dentist The Hollyfield Foundation
Member Since 11/07/1997 Non Profit

Randy Mitchmore DDS Member Since 12/01,/1997
2617 W. Holcombe Suite £ Wayne Bockmon

Houston, Texas 77025 PO Box 66722

73-592-9300 Houston, Texas 77266

713-523-6900
hollyfield@hollyfield.org

Suzanne Anderson Properties
REALTOR

Member Since 12/01/1995
Suzanne Anderson

239 Westheimer

Houston, Texas 77006
713-529-8484

montrose@wi.net

Hill, Richard, Coldwell Banker Swilley-Hudson
REALTOR

Member Since 12/01/1995

Richard Hill

1505 Heights Blvd.

Houston, Texas 77008

713-869-6142

richard@richardhill.com

Sonoma Restourant & Bar
Restaurant & Club

Member Since 12,/01,/1999
Juy Allen

1415 Californio

Houston, Texas 77006
713-522-7066
JoyAllen@Paificstreet.com

Here are just some of the benefits of
becoming a G.H.G.L.C.C. member.

* Monthly Newsletter
« Monthly Dinner Meetings

*Small Business Counseling
through the University of Houston

* Monthly Social Events
* Web Site Listing
* Mentoring Program
*Resource Directory

Membership is just
ad phone call away

713-523-7576

GREATER HOUSTON
GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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M EMBER BIO

Robert G. Lawson Director, Volunteer Services
AIDS Foundation Houston, Inc.

Robert (Bob) Lawson has been Director, Volunteer
Services at AIDS Foundation Houston, Inc. (AFH) since
February 1997. In this capacity he oversees a staff of
three professionals who are accountable for the recruit-
ment, training, placement, and management of 365 indi-
viduals serving on 15 direct and indirect client service
volunteer teams. Prior to his employment at AFH he
spent 18 years with the E.I. DuPont de Nemours
Company in positions of increasing responsibility man-
aging employees and suppliers. Bob became known as
an expert in problem resolution, negotiations, motiva-
tion, and financial management.

Bob came to AFH via his work as a volunteer week-
end facilitator for the agency’s volunteer orientation
program. Bob first got involved with AFH because of
the loss of a dear friend to AIDS and felt that volun-
teering would be a way to give back to the community.
Bob'’s passion that drove him then still drives him today
as evident with his countless hours of dedication and
service to AFH. Bob believes that the volunteers of AFH
represent a tremendous ability to give of themselves
and encourages the volunteers to realize that every-
thing they do impacts the mission of AFH and people
battling HIV/AIDS.

\ICHARD HILL

SWILLEY-HupSoN's # SELLING AGENT

R _Q[JM STANDS OQur! ™

BUYING, SELLING, AND
RELOCATION SPECIALIST!

713.869.6142

Voice Mail
713-642-4300

View our web page at

www. RichardHill.com

Email: Richard@itichardHill.com

Bob has diverse interests
from basketball to theatre. An
avid lover of the sun (hence
his exodus from Rochester,
NY) he enjoys jogging, in-line
skating and walking. Bob has
been involved in the wellness industry for over 8 years
as a group exercise instructor and as a personal train-
er. Bob is co-guardian of a teenage daughter and takes
great pride in guiding a member of the next generation
to be respectful and just in their actions.

Bob is a member of Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian
Chamber of Commerce, Leadership Houston Class
XVII (1999-2000), Bering Memorial United Methodist
Church, National AIDS Service Volunteer
Administration, Houston Association of Volunteer
Administrators, Community Advisor-American
Humanics Graduate School at the University of
Houston, Timbergrove Manor Homeowner’s
Association Membership Committee and the
Houston HIV Consortium. Bob also presents at many
local and national conferences on HIV/AIDS
and related issues.

CAROLYN L. GARDINER, M.D,, PA.

INTERNAL MEDICINE
BOARD CERTIFIED

411 W, 21st, Suite 2 Tel: 713.802-9740
Houston, TX 77008 Fax: 713.863-9321

L

INVESTIGATIONS & CIVIL PROCESSING

RIFF
Kathy Griffin

(713) 526-7711
FAX:(713) 526-7730
Pager: (713) 285-8569

4106 McDuffie
Houston, Texas 77098
Email: kegriff@pdqg.net
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Pride Parade Nominations

The pride committee is currently accepting nominations for this year's Pride Parade.
The chamber is asking its members to support the following nominees: Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of
Commerce as organization, Anita Renteria as Female Grand Marshall and Richard Wiederholt as Male Grand Marshall.

GREATER HOUSTON
GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Please RSVP your support by sending and email to Kevin Davidson at ghglcc@neosoft.com

Law Offices of
Clyde Williams

e CRIMINAL DEFENSE

» ASSAULT

* DRUGS/DWI

» PUBLIC LEWDNESS

= INDECENT EXPOSURE

1314 Texas Avenue * Suite 712 ® Houston, Texas 77002 ¢ 713-236-0064
Board Certified in Cniminal Law by The Texas Board of Legal Specialization

i.'\')<

Image... 2.2z
until ?h%y get

to know you,
it's whats on the ®
surface that counts.

With that, do you want your Hoyse ()!‘ C(!lt']l];-iﬂ
image quickly splashed on paper? Or do Fine Printing & (;Hdlﬂ'“fl'_\

v want House of Colomain o ink a bener jols?

ALABAMA - HOUSTOHN

713.523.2521 « FAX 713.524.2643

Houston’s largest Internet Provider.
Open the world right from the comfort of your own computer.
Explore the Internet, taking journeys you have yet to imagine!
Unlimited time! Unlimited uses!

NeoSoft now offering discounted rates for Chamber members!

1770 St. James Place, Suite 500, Houston, Texas 77056
Call for details! (713) 968-5800

GREEN'/:IF8)
ADVISORS

* FINANCIAL PLANNING

* INVESTMENTS

* RETIREMENT PLANNING
* ESTATE PLANNING

713.869.1144

Securities offered through Commonwealth
Financial Network. Member NASD/SIPC

YOUR OUT AND PROUD CLOTHING STORE

1232 WESTHEIMER, HOUSTON, TX 77004

J13.5223626 - FAX 713.5261972
_ waw.basichrothers.com

email: basichro@neosofi.com

R0 T M=K .S MON:SAT 10-9 « SUN 12:6

hoysion

vVoice

ALLTHE NEWS FOR YOUR LIFE. AND YOUR STYLE.

500 LOVETT BLVD., SUITE 200 - HOUSTON, TX. - 713-529-8490
www.houstonvoice.com
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J A N U A R Y
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1
New ’é{m’& fbmf.
2 3 4 5 6 d B
Annual Retreat
8:30em-4:30am
Park Plaza Warwick
Contact Kevin Dovidson
for more info 7135237578
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Dinner Meeting Networking Newsletter
Guest Speaker Breakfast Deadline
Jerry Miller 7:30am
Sodal 6:00pm Le Peep
Dinner 7:00pm S. Shepherd ot Greenbriar
16 | Board Meeting 17 18 19 20 21 22
6:30pm
Location TBA
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
s an

\ AMERIQUEST
. MORTGAGE

COMPANY
Tommye L. Rodgers

Account Executive

= CHASE
-

\

The right relationship is everything.sv

o o e e e 1155 Dairy Ashford, Suie 214, Houston, TK 77079

xChase Mortgages................ 713-216-HOME Phone (281) 558-2223 Fax (281) 558-2227 Pager (281) 434-1190

ASmMall BUSINESS .evoeooeoeess, 713-216-1720 Toll Free (888) 326-5407 www.ameriquest.nel
Assistance Center

#Hearing Impaired TDD.............713-216-7146

Custom
Configured Systems

cemputer

Over 140 branches statewide
24-hour ATMs available at over
300 statewide locations

e Upgrades @ Peripherals
® Repairs @ Software
team

(713) 462-3453
Where people make the difference
13147 Northwest Freeway, #155
member FDIC faCt.I y (290 at Holister)

CHASE




Announcements

Notes From the Board

The board of directors is always available to listen to your ideas, suggestions, or concerns about our growing organization. If you
would like to address the board at a board meeting, call the hotline at 713-523-7576 and ask to be put on the agenda to speak at
a board meeting held the 2nd Monday of each month.

The board is currently looking for members interested in becoming more involved in our chamber. If you are interested in
participating, or you know of anyone who is, please contact President Debbie Hunt at 713-522-4282. Positions available include
committee chairs, committee members, and/or any other assistance a member would be willing to provide to the chamber.

Newsletter Advertising

Here we grow! Our newsletter has increased to 8 pages, thanks to member advertising and article contributions. Remember,
this is your newsletter, so if you have a submission you'd like included, contact the newsletter committee. A one-month business
card-size ad is only $30. If you reserve between 3-6 months, the monthly rate is only $25, and if you reserve space for 7-12 months,
your monthly rate is only $20. Call Marion E. Coleman at the House of Coleman at 713-523-2521.

Deadline for materials is the second Thursday of the month prior to publication.

GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMEER OF COMMERCE

P.0. Box 66129
Houston, Texas

77266-6129

v
e

Please Recydle

Address Correction Requested
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Grabbing the Spotlight

Would you like
to have your
organization
highlighted in
the Houston
Chronicle?
. How would you
like to see yourself featured in television or radio
news stories? Are you making use of the Internet
news sources that are available?

[f you've often wondered how some businesses
keep getting all the attention and others don’t,
there are many reasons why that happens over
and over again. Sandy Rivera can tell you how to
gain access (o newsrooms all across the country.
You can get all that attention you want and more
by understanding the way in which the media

How to Get Your Business
the Media Attention it
Deserves

works. There are certain ‘rules of the game’ and
Sandy Rivera can teach you the tricks of the
trade in an informative and entertaining way.
Her background as a television news anchor,
reporter and talk show host coupled with her
experience as the Chief Communications
Executive and Press Secretary for the Houston
Independent School District enables her to share
her first hand knowledge of the media with her
audiences.

Ms. Rivera will be the keynote speaker at the
February monthly dinner meeting. She can be
seen weekly at 11 a.m. Sunday mornings on the
Newsmakers program on Channel 2, KPRC-TV.
Ms. Rivera is married to Dexter Chinn, a local
television producer and has a new daughter,
Christy.

Is New DWI Law Protection or Trap?

By Attorney Clyde Williams, Board Certified by State Bar of Texas in Criminal Law

In September of 1999, the Texas Legislature
passed a new law concerning the offense of
driving while under the influence lowering the
legal limit of intoxication from 0.10 % blood
alcohol content to 0.08%. What does this mean
to the host, hostess or partygoer? It’s easier for
the police to arrest and for prosecutors to convict
persons who have had a drink or two but are not
actually intoxicated or impaired.

The most widely used testing device is the
breathalyzer. Studies even by local experts show
that the breathalyzer consistently reads higher
than a blood test. So the bottom line is that there
is a high potential of being convicted of driving
while intoxicated although one is not truly
impaired. Of course no one disagrees that we
need to protect citizens from persons who are
impaired to the extent that they are a danger to
themselves or others,

RSVP is required by February 3rd at 713-5323-7576. It's extremely important for us to coordinate our number of
participants. Please be responsible and make the RSVP colll The cost for the dinner meeting is $22 for

members and $25 for non-members or guests.

GHGLCC News is underwritten by Shell Chemical Company

v

The Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce advances the economic
and cultural development and vitality of gay, lesbian, bisexual, fransgender and
supportive heterosexual businesses and organizations.
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President’s Message

I am so excited about the plans for the chamber this year.
While most of you sloshed around in the rain or stayed home
watching movies on Saturday, January 8, 2000, your chamber
board members holed up at the Warwick and spent the better
part of the day planning this year’s projects agenda. Some of
those projects include chamber-sponsored education seminars,
participation in the pride parade, area membership luncheons,
member discount cards, fund raising events, and of course
Empower 2000.

During the next month, board members will be looking for
committee members to help work these projects. I encourage
you to donate some time and talent to one of our committees
because that’'s how we get things done. If you have ever
thought that there is a better way for us to be doing something,
now is the time to get involved and show us how to do it. If
there is a project you believe the chamber should tackle, call
me or any other board member and we’ 11 consider it at our
next board meeting.

If you missed the January dinner meeting you really missed an
incredibly interesting program. I talked to several folks ahead
of time who questioned what a guy who works with the space
program would have to say to a business group like ours.

Although I admit not
many of our members
have a pressing need to
purchase a space walk
anytime soon, I believe
all of us who heard
Jerry Miller’s talk have
a much better under-
standing of what it
takes to make a space
walk happen. The
show-and-tell space
suit alone was worth
the price of admission!
(I sure am glad I don’t have to type this article wearing one of
those funky gloves.)

Debbie Hunt

In addition to this month’s speaker, our dinner program will
include a raffle for a Valentine’s Package for Two. Kudos to
those chamber members who have donated items for the pack-
age. Please make plans to join us. You never know what you
may learn or whom you may meet, and who knows - you may
¢o home a winner!

Member Bio

My name 1s Randy
Mitchmore. Those of you
who are aware of my exis-
tence probably know that [ am
a dentist. Although [ will pro-
vide readers of this mini auto-
biography a brief overview of
my business, [ also intend to
shed some light on how [ have
evolved as an individual and
how that transformation has
affected me personally and
professionally.

My life journey has encom-
passed professional direc-
tives that can best be
described as polar opposites
and personal affirmations that have been monumental and self ful-
filling. As a native Houstonian, this journey relocated me to Austin,
where I graduated from Austin High School prior to migrating to
Georgetown, Texas to attend Southwestern Texas.

Ironically, my first career choice, believe it or not, was to be a
Methodist Minister. The fact that 1 did not proceed in that direction
can be attributed to the maturation process that college affords most
students - the time required to grow emotionally and intellectually and
reflect upon the path in life which we choose. It’s too bad, however,
that I wasn’t in college long enough to figure everything out!
Nevertheless, what 1 did discover 1s that I like to work 5
with people and that | intuitively have a basic service "
instinct that I needed to include in my chosen ~~ profession.
And, I realized I wanted to model my life after a, very important

mentor, Rev. W.C. Hall Jr., more than I was cut out to be a minister.
Hence, I changed my major from pre-God to pre-Med and loved it.
I graduated from dental school at UT Houston. Upon completion, |
lived and worked in the V.A. Hospital in exchange for room and
board and my mode of transportation throughout was a bicycle,
Those were some tough years. Subsequently, I got married and
started my first practice in Cleveland. Texas.

I wanted a small life as long as it was close to a big city. | acquired
advanced dental education at Institutes in Key Biscayne, Florida and
Scottsdale, Arizona. As a result, I earned the title of a Fellow of the
Academy of General Dentistry.

[ always believed in the notion that it is important to give back to the
community some of the goodness one has received. In Cleveland, I
was mvolved in just about everything. From being a CubMaster for
scouts to serving as a director of a bank. I was president of the Rotary
Club and am still an active member there. My involvement also
included a stint as the director for Tri-County Mental Health and
Mental Retardation and participation in the Chamber of Commerce
and public Library.

Analogously,
for three con-
commu-
dur-

: being elected as a City Councilman
: secutive terms was the most public of my
nity involvement. Epigrammatically, it was
ing my election campaigns that rumors of my sex-
val orientation were circulated by my opponents.
Keep in mind that I had a very successful dental practice and,
for the most part, everything was going my way. But, | was not
fulfilled. Yet, after fourteen years of marriage we were blessed with
a baby girl, Emily. What a wonderful thing having a child is.

Continued on page 4
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CHAMBER NEWS

Taking Your Business into the New Millennium

By David M. Hendrickson, Il, PA.-C.

The computers didn’t crash, the lights stayed on and planes
didn’t fall out of the sky. The ATM’s worked, the water still
flowed from the tap. They didn’t blow up Seattle or Times
Square. Dick Clark is still alive and dropping the ball.

The new Millennium dawned with a yawn instead of a bang or
a crash. What a good time to look back and see all that has
been accomplished in the last one hundred years. Major tri-
umphs over death and disease top the list.

The life expectancy in 1900 was 47 years old. It is now 77
years old. Infant mortality was 100 per 1000 live births in
1900. It is now only 7 per 1000 live births. In 1900 only 8% of
homes were electrified. Now over 99% are electrified. The
poverty rate in 1900 was 40%; it is now 13%. Eighty-eight per-
cent of people now complete high school as opposed to only
34% in 1900,

These things we all take for granted need to be remembered as
the clock rolls over.

In business, great strides - pros and cons - have taken place.
The day of the romantic “robber baron™ is gone. Large corpo-
rations with increasing large cash flows, greater buying power,
and greater networking power dominate the business place.
Large mergers and mega-companies dominate the large land-
scape. Major changes in telecommunications and the Internet
have made the economy a truly global one.

Where does this leave the small business owner? With great
opportunity and with some exposure. The travel industry has
seen its profits slashed with the advent on online bookings.
The advent of HMO’s and managed care has left physician’s
office, true “mom and pop” operations, working harder and
turning less profit.

All businesses have felt the impact of a strong economy, a tight
labor market and E commerce directly or indirectly If you have
been thus far spared, it is time to prepare for the future. The
Internet is not a fad; it is here to stay. As a small business you
may not feel touched by e-commerce and the global economy,
but your suppliers, vendors and customers are.

The dawn of a new age gives us pause and time to reflect. It
almost commands reflection. Personal introspection is most
important. It was Thoreau who said, “The unexamined life is the
life not worth living”. Personal reflection can lead to reflection
and assessment of how one fits into the business world.

Critical assessments of your present operation systems can
yield great results. Take a clean look at your business. Look at
it with a critical eye even if you believe it is the best it can be.
Everything can be made leaner, tighter and most profitable.
Place it in the context of the global market. Define goals
sharply. Develop long and short term strategies for the chang-
ing market place:

* What is the purpose of your business?

» Is it ready to meet the challenge of large corporate takeovers
and e-commerce?

e Are you Internet savvy? Do you have a web site? More
importantly, does your web site either sell product or
increase your business? A cutesy little web page that pro-
duces nothing is useless.

* Where can expansion into a larger market take place? With
the Internet you are no longer limited by location.

» Where can the fat be cut? How can you expand, cut, trim?
With the advent of the term “Human Resources™ as opposed to
personnel we see a major shift in business. Your greatest assets are
the people that sell, trade, bargain, answer phones, and produce
product. In this boom economy good staff is harder and harder to
retain. Retraining new staff is costly. What are you doing (o retain
staff into the new age? Aggressive retention of staff will be the
next great challenge of business. A personal pet peeve: I want to
speak to a human when I call a business. The advent of voice mail
has distanced the customer from the product.
Small businesses have an edge here. Small operations not tak-
ing volume calls can hire someone to answer the phone. Do it.
It will insure customer satisfaction. Recently, we tried a voice
messaging system at my office. With tongue planted firmly in
cheek the message ran:
“You have reached the office of Drs. Blah, Blah, Blah. Please
listen to the following menu options for our menu has changed.
If you are having a heart attack, please press one. If you are hav-
ing a stroke, press two. If you are depressed, press three. If you
are experiencing Erectile Dysfunction, press four. If you have no
insurance, hang up immediately and don’t call back.”
You get the idea. We did try voice mail in our small operation,
Over a 6-month period. our patient base dropped almost 17%.
The money spent on voice messaging was much better spent
on a clerk to answer phones. We did that and business is up and
running again.
So many small businesses are based on personal loyalties. In
this ever changing and shifting economy, it is critical to expand
customers’ bases. A simple price shift can change a loyal cus-
tomer into a customer of the competition. Broad consumer
bases are essential: small business is still in the position to
offer what large companies can’t and what people want above
all: personal, real and attentive customer service.
So as we enter a new age and new time, take this opportunity
to take stock. Clearly define your business goals and its strate-
gies within the context of a new business world. A good
healthy economy may mean more income but it also may mean
more competition and more competition for good staffing. See
your business with a critical eye, become part of the global
economy and expand, cut and trim.

Source: www.cato.org.pubs.pas.html
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CHAMBER SPECIAL

February Meeting resolved to set some Members

‘Hearts A’Fire’

The February Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce Dinner
meeting is pre-ordained to set some lucky members ‘Hearts
A'fire,’ thanks to the generosity of several chamber members. In
addition to the exciting prospect of inflaming your businesses
marketability, those in attendance will have a chance to inflame
the romance of their dating mates or significant others on St.
Valentines Day.

With the demands of time required to manage a successful busi-
ness, your Chamber realizes it can be difficult to find the time to
ameliorate other tasks. So, we decided to ease the burden of hav-
ing to plan your Valentine’s Day itinerary. All you have to do is
make a reservation for the February dinner meeting.

The Chamber Newsletter Committee sent an e-mail/fax to all

Chamber members asking them to proffer something to the mem-

bers that they can use to set their loved ones ‘Hearts A'fire.” At

press time, the Chamber has received the following:

= A $100.00 Gift Certificate from Basic Brothers. The clothier
has some of the most exciting attire in the city that is certain
to set the flames of desire in any relationship.

= A ‘Sweetheart Cake’ from the “baker to the stars.”
The Acadian Bakery is renowned for its sinful
delights. Owner Sandy Bubbert bakes a cake that
will tantalize the palate and set the mood for a
perfect evening of after dinner enjoyment.

= A Living Will provided by the president,
Debbie Hunt. While on the outset, this does
not appear romantic, it is indeed just that.
The mere fact that your loved one wants to
make sure that your interests as a couple are
ensured is demonstrative of the deep rate of

F3
&
18

commitment they have placed on your relationship.

* A night at the Sheraton Brook Hollow Hotel for 2. Need we say
more? What better way to burn the passion than capping off an
evening at this luxurious hotel with the individual who sets your
‘Hearts A'fire.”

+ A Stationary Package (letterhead, envelopes and business
cards) from quality printing firm House of Coleman valued at
$350.00. The lucky winner of this gift certificate will be able to
send their loved ones romantic correspondence year round to
keep the romance aflutter.

Everyone who makes a reservation for the February
Chamber Dinner meeting will have a chance 10 receive
one of the aforementioned complimentary Valentine
, offerings. And, if your business wants to proffer

L something for the ‘Hearts A’fire’ promotion, there is

- still time to do so. Just contact Newsletter Chair
*  Marion E. Coleman at House of Coleman, Monday
. through Friday from 8 am. to 5 pm. at
713.523.2521.

g This month’s meeting promises to be exciting and
* fun. That is the goal of Program Chair Clyde
Williams and if you were at last month’s meeting,
you are well aware that she is serious about mak-
ing our meetings a pleasure to attend.

.

So, make your reservations now and prepare
for the possibility of leaving with the
prospect of increasing media awareness for
your business and romantic awareness from

your partner with one of the many exciting gifts

that we hope will indeed set your ‘Hearts A’fire.”

Member Bio Continued from page 2

1 truly believe life is a journey. That journey does not always go down
the straight and brightly lit path. Sometimes it takes some turns
through some dark forests.

When Emily was four, my wife and [ divorced. It was one of those
nasty, angry and expensive divorces. Indeed. the process invoked
blackmail in an attempt to ruin me professionally with regard to the
rumors of my being gay if I did not cooperate.

Needless to say, that was a dark time in my life. As though it wasn’t
enough that my family was broken up, my staff - a body of religious
fundamentalists - quit because they could not support my “evil
lifestyle.”” My practice was devastated and so was L.

In spite of the aforementioned, | can honestly state, and am happy to
report, that [ am on a journey of a wonderful new beginning. With the
support of fellow chamber members Dr. Bruce Smith and Tony
Carroll, I made the move to begin a practice in Houston. I could have
never imagined how wonderful and fulfilling life can be when you are
out and safe at work and home.

Before my new practice in Houston was ready, 1 joined the Greater
Houston Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce and obtained a
small booth at Empower ‘97, the annual business expo organized by

our Chamber at the George R. Brown Convention Center. [ was very
nervous. Trepidation aside, | spent the entire day passing out business
cards and meeting people.

As a result, I had the good fortune to meet Marion Coleman and Bill
Green, Robert Yale and Anita Renteria, and then-president Coy Tow.
They helped encourage me to start my new practice and pointed me
in all of the right directions. Accordingly, every chance I get, I use
Chamber members, or other community businesses, when 1 need
services or purchase items for work and home.

My new practice is wonderful and comfortably growing. I specialize
in adult dentistry, which includes many cosmetic procedures as well
as taking care of people that simply want to maintain good healthy
teeth and gums. 1 have not absolved the Cleveland practice as of vet
and continue to work there and at my Medical Center Practice.
Personally, 1 have started getting involved in my new community
here. I am an active member at Bering Memorial United Methodist
Church, the Chamber and some parent groups. The Greater Houston
Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce has worked for me!

(Dr. Mitchmore’s practice is at 2617 W. Holcombe at Kirby, Suite E.
He can be reached at 713.592.9300)
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Amsterdam in winter

By Dave Sharp

Europe in winter. In a word, cold. In another word, (very, very)
cheap. I am a self-exposed Internet junkie. I email. T shop. I
communicate. And, I conduct business through the web. However,
when it comes to travel, I use the Internet as my resource and then go
to my local travel agent and tell them what I want.

As a consumer, you have choices.
You can call those minimum wage
simpletons employed by the
airlines and try to plan you trip or
you can interact with a travel agent
face to face. Personally, I prefer the
second option — it's more friendly
and accountable. Travel agents are
still the best buy in travel today.
They can put together a complete
vacation.

Right now, Amsterdam is cold.
You might even see snow. But that
cold and dampness with fog
rolling in over the canals give it a
romance unlike any other
European capital. Everyone
speaks English, a plus. It is the
Gay capital of Europe, another
plus. With more canals than
Venice and more museums than
Paris and more nightclubs than
New York, Amsterdam offers
something for everyone.

KLM-Northwest Airline offers package deals that fly direct and
nonstop from Houston. Consult your GHGLCC travel agent for details.

Amsterdam is a city with a split personality: It's a gracious. formal
cultural center built on canals, and it’s
the most offbeat metropolis in the
world. There is an incomparahle
romance about the canals at night and
during the winter, not to mention a
depth of cultural heritage in its great
art museums. But, there is also a
houseboat crawling with stray cats
(Das Posen Boat) permanently parked
in front of an elegant gabled canal
house, and prostitutes displaying their
wares in the windows facing the city’s
oldest church.

With more canals
than Venice and
more museums
than Paris and
more nightclubs
than New York,

Amsterdam offers

.somerhmg fO!‘ Only in Amsterdam can you marvel at
evervone. the acoustics of the Concertgebouw

one evening and be greeted by a
hurdy-gurdy barrel organ pumping
out happy tunes on the shopping street the next morning. When you
know what to expect, Amsterdam is a delight to visit; when you
don’t, it can be disconcerting.

The city is laid out in concentric rings of canals around the old
center, crosscut by a network of access roads and alley-like
connecting streets. Visitors can easily see the city on foot, though
there are also trams and water taxis for the weary. Most of the art
museums are clustered conveniently at the edge of the canal district.

i

Amsterdam - Dam Square

This cobweb like layout of the city means that you can dart back and
forth with ease, rather than having to confine your sightseeing to one
specific area of town. Stay in the Central part of the city. This is a
walking city. Go to Dam Square and marvel at the Queen’s Palace,
now open for tours. While on the Dam, check out the celebrated
Madame Trudeau’s wax museum.

Proceed to the Museum district. Go to Riskmeasum and behold
Rembrandt’s “Night watch™. Across the street is the Van Gogh
Museum with a starting collection. “Must See’ attractions include the
Anne Frank house and a nearby monument built in honor of Gays
who were killed in the concentration camps during WW II. The
monument is on a canal and is composed of three large pink triangles.

For the strong of heart, the red light district has the infamous “ladies
in the window”. No cameras here please and one must be careful at
night. The bulldog coffee shop is where one goes to partake of the
government’s latest supplies of Marijuana. Yes, it is legal here.

Nightlife abounds with small to large clubs. Curl up with a coffee in
one of the cities infamous brown cafes. These are homey places that
serve beer, liqueur and coffee. They are local hangouts, usually with
the added décor of one or two cats sunning themselves in the windows.

The Netherlands is small, so day trips are very easy. The Hague is
two hours by train, Brussels three hours, and Paris six. Partake of
Amsterdam in winter; experience the romance, the culture and
grandeur of the old world.
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CHAMBER MEETING
Extraterrestrial January General Meeting

by Clyde Williams, Program Chair

On January 10, 2000 Jerry Miller of NASA described how
space work outside spaceships is accomplished. Mr. Miller
heads up the extra vehicular activity program for NASA. His
tenure with NASA dates back to the time of working with the
Challenger crew in 1986.

Members of the chamber
who attended the program
were delighted to examine the
space suit with all kinds of
super equipment which Jerry
explained. Most of the
members actually viewed the
space equipment up close and
personal because of the
interest Jerry  generated.
Hopefully we won't have too
many little pink space suits
from the next generation, just
our fair share.

We learned how difficult it is to use the space suit
especially in space because of the size, composition of the suit
and variance in pressure from earth pressure. There is an
additional problem associated with the inability of the wearer
to actually have any physical clues as to their location in space.
So one could easily say space work outside a space craft is a
difficult task.

Photos by Trudy Denny

Jerry is responsible for teaching the astronauts how to
accomplish projects in space like working on the Hubbell
Telescope. He spends many hours with customers who need
help with their equipment in space whether it’s a telescope or
some satellite, defining what it is they need done. Then a plan
is made to accomplish the
work, then the astronauts are
brought in and taught how to
do the work on earth. A lot of
the activities are simulated
under water using weights to
assimilate conditions in space.
Then, of course, that’s not all.
Jerry has to keep contact with
them from NASA as they are
actually in space doing
whatever project needs to be
done.

The most wonderful news, however, that Jerry brought to
the chamber was that he is “‘out™ at his work. So for those of
you who missed the program, the above is a recap of some of
the information we learned about an individual in our
community who has a vital and stimulating job that affects
what happens in outer space. Sorry you missed the January
general program meeting. Each month the general membership
program attempts to focus on an individual, business or
organizational topic of interest to our diverse membership.
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CHAMBER REVIEWS

The Houston
Symphony

| Soars with
Princess Leah’s

Mother

=" Miss Debbie Reynolds, born Mary
- Francis Reynolds on 4/1/32 in El Paso

E
g-% v Texas graced Jones Hall with her pres-

R o ke s
ence and enormous falent. Singer, dancer and actress known for
her tireless energy, wit, pertness, and staying power. Her films
include Singing in the Rain (1952) The Affairs of Dobbie Gillis
(1953) and Goodbye Charlie (1964) just to name a few. She also
starred in The Debbie Reynolds Show (1969-1970). But she is
best remembered for her live shows. Miss Reynolds has been in
the biz for over 51 years. She has got it down pat.

Her venue in Houston was Jones Hall. an imposing hall to say
the least. Miss Reynolds was dressed in a glittery three-piece
royal blue outfit. Her skirt had a slit up one side, which showed
off one leg, which looked rather inspiring since she is 67 years
old. Liz Taylor is three months older as Miss Reynolds is quick
to point out. She started off with happy songs because she likes
her audience to be happy. She stopped mid song because she
said everyone looked happy enough. She did a very funny rap
number next set to her own music.

Autographed Photo Courtesy of Marion E. Coleman
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She talked of many things with searing wit and great comedy.
She talked of growing up poor in Texas. Her family moved to
California when she was six. In California she won Miss
Burbank after which her career took off and the rest is as they
say. history. Miss Reynolds is a real piece of living. moving,
shaking history.

Miss Reynolds constantly talked to her audience in her warm,
friendly and affectionate way. She recounted her marriage to
Eddie Fisher and poked fun at herself for marriage to a shoe
magnate only to wind up losing it all again.

She gave impressions of Katherine Hepburn and Betty Davis
She recounted endless Hollywood glory day stories.

Miss Reynolds is a very funny lady.

Her most incredible impression was that of Barbara Streisand.
Changing into a wig and a phony nose she spoke with that
Streisand New York nasal twang and was amazing.

She returned in a black dress with a glittering jacket. Here she
did a poor rendition of Liza’s “I love a Piano”. This led into her
high point of the evening. She recounted how she lived near
the late and great Miss Judy Garland and would listen to her
sing. This led into her doing a medley of Garland great num-
bers. She was in her best voice for the night, the symphony not
drowning her out for these numbers.

She 1s in good voice and throughout the show never missed a
note. Her singing voice is still strong and clear albeit a little
lower and huskier. She looks great and her acting, dancing and
comedic talents allowed her to give the audience a funny and
entertaining evening.

Brava, Miss Reynolds, Brava.

= CHASE
A |

The right relationship is everything.s+

+ Loan by Phone ... iw . cun 800-221-LEND

# 24 Hour Customer Service . . 713-216-7000

# Chase Mortgages ....... 713-216-HOME

%« Small Business . ......... 713-216-1720
Assistance Center

# Hearing Impaired TDD .. ... 713-216-71486

Over 140 branches statewide
24-hour ATMs available at over
300 statewide locations

CHASE
P.R.1.D.E.

team
Where people make the difference

member FDIC
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+ MORTGAGE

“X—= COMPANY
Tommye L. Rodgers
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1155 Dairy Ashford, Suite 214, Houston, TX 77079
Phone (281) 558-2223 Fax (281) 558-2227 Pager (281) 434-1190
Toll Free (888) 326-5407 www.ameriquest.net

Custom
Configured Systems
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® Upgrades @ Peripherals
® Repairs @ Software

(713) 462-3453

13147 Northwest Freeway, #1585
(290 at Holister)
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CHAMBER FEATURE

Putting Your Best Face Forward

By Trudy Denny

We all change over the years. We grow taller, gain weight, lose
weight, change our hairstyle, add to or change our wardrobes,
just to mention some physical changes. But one thing we will
have for a lifetime is our skin. I believe women and men both
want healthy-looking, smooth, beautiful skin.

One way to achieve this, of course, is to avoid prolonged
exposure to the sun and to wear sunscreen when you are in the
sun, even for short periods. Besides increasing the possibility
of developing skin cancer, the sun also causes wrinkling,
sagging, and premature aging.

Another way to achieve good skin is to cleanse well (not with
soap, especially on the face). Some people think they have dry
skin when it’s the soap that is drying it out and after switching
to a good cleanser, their skin returns to a normal state. Always
use a moisturizer. Even oily skin needs moisture, not more oil,
but moisture.

Using a mask or a scrub (be gentle please) cleans deep down
in those pores and removes dead skin which accumulates if not
removed. This is often the cause of breakouts on the face.

If you're thinking that it's too late
for your skin, that it's beyond
recovery - that is simply not true!
A good product containing
alpha-hydroxy and other acids
does a lot to minimize the visible

signs of aging or past sun-damaged skin to

improve the skin's overall appearance. If you are just starting
to see the effects of the sun or aging on your skin, now’s the
time to start using such a product to slow down or prevent
some of the process.

And don’t neglect your body either. There are products to
cleanse, moisturize, and even improve the skin all over.

For those of us who wear makeup, it looks a lot better on top
of clean, healthy skin. For those who don’t, you certainly want
healthy and healthy-looking skin. So let’s go out there and put
our best face forward!

(Trudy Denny is an Independent Skin Care & Beauty Consultant
for Mary Kay Cosmetics. For a consultation, call 713.522.9806)

Law Offices of
Clyde Williams

* CRIMINAL DEFENSE

* ASSAULT

*+ DRUGS/DWI

= PUBLIC LEWDNESS

* INDECENT EXPOSURE

1314 Texas Avenue » Suite 712 » Houston, Texas 77002 « 713-236-0064
Board Certified in Criminal Law by The Texas Board of Legal Spedalization
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e ESTATE PLANNING

713.869.1144
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J19.5220626 - FAX 713526 1972 |

waw_baskchrothers com
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CHAMBER HEALTH
Flu and the workplace

By: David M. Hendrickson, IIl PA.-C.

Influenza-commonly called the “flu”- is one of the oldest and
most common diseases known to man. It is presently making
its annual appearance in Houston. As of the date of this
publication, flu is present in only small numbers in Houston.
The Dallas-Fort Worth area is reporting an active pandemic.
There is still time to protect yourself.

Influenza was first reported by the “father of medicine,”
Hippocrates, in 412 BC and the first well-described pandemic
of influenza occurred in 1580. Since that time, 31 such
possible influenza pandemics have been reported, with three
occurring in this century: 1918, 1957 and 1968.

The disease today still affects large sections of the population
each year. Its ability to kill stems from the fact that the virus
can mutate quickly. often producing new strains against which
human beings have no immunity. When this occurs, mortality
from influenza can be staggering such as the “Spanish Flu”
pandemic of 1918-1929, when at least 20 million people died.
THE DISEASE

Influenza is an acute respiratory illness caused by the
influenza virus A and B. Its effect on the work place during
winter months is staggering. It is not unusual to have half the
entire work force struck down by influenza. Untold is its loss
to commerce. The sad part is that most influenza can be
prevented. Influenza is transmitted through sneezing, coughing
and casual contact. After a person has been exposed,
symptoms usually appear in 2 to 4 days. The infection is
considered contagious for another 3 to 4 days after symptoms
appear.

SYMPTOMS

Fever, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, headache,
muscle aches and extreme fatigue. Most people recover
completely in 1-2 weeks. However, influenza can cause
pneumonia and other complications in high-risk groups such
as the elderly, children and the immune-compromised.

PREVENTION AND CONTROL

Each year scientists formulate a new vaccine made from a
killed virus. This preparation is based on the strain expected to
circulate at the time. Sometimes, an unpredicted strain appears
after the vaccine has been made and results in people getting
the flu even with the vaccine. However, the disease and its
course is milder and some protection is afforded.

Since the immune system takes time to respond to vaccination,
the inactivated vaccine should be given 6-8 weeks before flu
season begins. The vaccine itself CANNOT CAUSE FLU. The
most likely side effects of vaccination are a local soreness at
the site. Very few people, but some. experience fever and sore
muscles 6-12 hours after vaccination.

Getting your flu shot is the best protection. Having the whole

February, 2000 ¢ GHGLCC ¢ 9 v

office or workplace vaccinated provides greater protection.
The good news is it is not too late. Although most doctors’
offices are no longer carrying the vaccine, it should still be
available at the health department.

Getting a flu shot this late in the season may still prevent flu.
However, your protection will not be as great as those people
who were vaccinated 6-8 week before the onset of flu season.
In addition, avoid large crowds during flu season, wash your
hands often, stay away from persons with known flu and send
them home if they are in the workplace. Get lots of rest and
take 1000 mg of vitamin-C daily. All this will reduce your
chances. However, remember that GETTING A FLU SHOT IS
THE BEST PROTECTION.

TREATMENT

If you do get the flu, see your doctor within 48 hours. New
medications are available that shorten the course and duration
of the flu. However, they must be given within 48 hours of
onset. Increase fluids, stay in bed and take OTC medications
for fever. Antibiotics are not effective against the flu. Stay
home until you are no longer infectious — 3 to 4 days after
onset of symptoms.

Influenza is as old as mankind. In the past 50 years we have
made great strides in medicine combating death and disease.
The flu is now preventable and treatable. If more persons were
vaccinated, fewer people would contact and spread the virus
and business could go on as usual in the winter months.

Moreover, having a healthcare provider come to your
workplace and offer Flu vaccine is a great idea whose time has
come. The vaccine is available at minimal cost; one worker
who does not contact the flu because of vaccine that you
provided could make up the entire cost of immunizing the
whole office. Think about it for next year.

SOURCES:

American Lung Association. (No date.). Influenza (flu) [Onling]. Available:
<http:/iwww lungusa.orgflearn/Tung/luninfluenz.html=[ 1999, Dec 1].

Arden, Nancy - MN, Brammer, Lynette - MPH, Fukuda, Keiji - MD. Regenery, Helen -
Schmeltz, Leone (1997.).Chapter 3: Influenza [Online]. Available:

httpifwww.ede. govinip/manual/influenz/influenz him <

PHD,

hetpfwoaw.cde govinip/manual/influenz/intluenz him= [ 1999, Dec 1],

Billings, Molly, {No date.). The Influenza Pandemic of 1918 [Online]. Available: <hutp:/fwww-
leland. stanford edu/~udaflu himl= [ 1999, Dec 1],

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (1997.). INFLUENZA SUMMARY UPDATE —
UNITED STATES (for the week ending November 15, 1999-Week 46) [Online]. Available;
<http/www.cde.govincidod/diseases/flu/weekly.htmz [1997, Dec 11].

Gladwell, Malcom, “The Dead Zone”, The New Yorker Magazine, September 79, 1997
Kimball, J. (1997.), The “Flu™ [Onling]. Available:
<http:/iwww.ultranet.com/~jkimball/Biology Pages/l/Influenza html=>[ 1997, Dec 1].

World Health Organization. (1997.). Emerging and Other Communicable Discases (EMC)
INFLUENZA SURVEILLANCE [Online|. Available:
hetp/fwwwwho.ch/programmes/eme/flu/flu_htm <
hutp:/fwww.who.ch/programmes/emc/flu/flu.htm>[ 1999, Dec 1].
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New & Renewing Members

The following companies and organizations have realized the importance of economic growth and development for the gay, les-
bian, bisexual and transgender community. They have pledged their continued support by investing their time and efforts in the
Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce. Please support your community by calling on these companies when
you have a need for their products and services.

Council, Kenneth D.

CPA

Member Since 01/01/1996
Ken Council

1609 Woodhead

Houston, Texas 77019-5335
(713) 309-4667

Epicurean Publicist, The
Restaurant Marketing and Public
Relations

Member Since 12/01/1995

Dick Dace

1418 Vermont #5

Houston, Texas 77006-1055
(713) 6835133
DickDace@pdg.com

Thermoplastic Fabrication, Inc.
Manufacturer

Member Since 12/01/1995
Don Hauboldt

7402 Shady Villa Lane
Houston, Texas 77055

(713) 7475410

Hubbard Financial Services, Inc.
Tax & Bookkeeping Service
Member Since 12/01/1995

Kathy Hubbard

PO Box 66588

Houston, Texas 77266-6588

(713) 5229000

Khubbard @HubbardFinancial.com

Williams, Clyde, Attorney-at-Law
Attorney, Criminal Defense
Member Since 12/01/1995

Clyde Williams

1314 Texas Avenue #712
Houston, Texas 77002

(713) 2360064

chwlaw @hypercon.com

Gilmer, M.D., PA., William S.
Physician

Member Since 01/01/1996
William Gilmer, M.D.

1213 Hermann Drive #7435
Houston, Texas 77004

(713) 5205155

Today's Health Center
Chiropractor/Acupuncture
Member Since 12/02/1996
Daniel A. Boudreaux, D.C.
5225 Katy Freeway, Suite 460
Houston, Texas 77007

(713) 8804444

drdaniel @goforhealth.com

Premier Fine Flooring

Floor Covering

Member Since 11/01/1999
Rick Taylor

6110 Pinemont #110

Houston, Texas 77092

(713) 290-9100

rickt@ premierfineflooring.com

It is not the strongest of the
species that survive, nor the

most intelligent, but the one
most responsive to change.
— Charles Darwin

CAROLYN L. GARDINER, M.D,, PA.

RICHARD HILL

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Swirigv-Hupsoxn's #§  SELUNG ABGENT | BOARD CERTIFIED
4 Quawrry Stanps Qur! * |
411 W. 21st, Suite 2 Tel: 713.802-9740

BUYING, SELLING, AND
RELOCATION SPECIALIST!

Houston, TX 77008 Fax: 713.863-9321

INVESTIGATIONS & CIVIL PROCESSING

713.869.6142

Voice Mail
713-642-4300 RIFF
View our web page at g(:a tﬁy gﬁfﬁn
www.RichardHill.com

4106 McDuffie

;™ Hudson Email: Richard@RichardHill.com Houston, Texas 77098
REALTORS Email: kgriff@pdg.net

(713) 526-7711
FAX:(713) 526-7730
Pager: (713) 283-8869
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F E B R ) A R Y
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5
6 ; 7 ; 8 9 10 1 1
Dinner Meefing Networking Newsletter 2
Guest Speaker Breakfast Deadline
Sandi Rivera 7:30am
Sacial 6:00pm le Peep
Dinner 7:00pm S, Shaphem[
af Greenbriar
13 14 185 16 17 18 19
Valentine's Day
20 N 22 23 24 25 26
Board Meeting
6:30pm
Location TBA
27 28 29 Black Tie Christmas SongFest
November 11 December 12

We must BE the change we wish to see.
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__.--'// ]

2030 Westheimer
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Announcements
Notes From the Board

The board of directors is always available to listen to your ideas, suggestions, or concerns about our growing organization. If you
would like to address the board at a board meeting, call the hotline at 713-523-7576 and ask to be put on the agenda to speak at a
board meeting held the 2nd Monday of each month.

The board is currently looking for members interested in becoming more involved in our chamber. If you are interested in
participating, or you know of anyone who is, please contact President Debbie Hunt at 713-522-4282. Positions available include
committee chairs, committee members, and/or any other assistance a member would be willing to provide to the chamber.

Newsletter Advertising

Here we grow! Our newsletter has increased to 12 pages, thanks to member advertising and article contributions. Remember,
this is your newsletter, so if you have a submission you'd like included, contact the newsletter committee. A one-month business
card-size ad is only $30. If you reserve between 3-6 months, the monthly rate is only $25, and if you reserve space for 7-12 months,
your monthly rate is only $20. Call Marion E. Coleman at the House of Coleman at 713-523-2521.

Deadline for materials is the second Thursday of the month prior to publication.

CHAMBER TIPS

Planning Pays: Pet Insurance is increasingly worth while because of rising veterinary bills —
especially for animals that are very young or old. Ask your veterinarian o estimate typical
medical expenses for a pet like yours — and if he/she recommends any particular policy. Basic
plans cover illness and injury. More expensive policies cover dental and wellness services,
including annual checkups and immunizations. 2 tért Little

E-MAIL: ghglcc@neosoft.com OR info@ghglcc.org
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CHAMBER SPOTLIGHT

by JC Michalek

HOUSTON -
' Insomniacs
| have seen him
. on television
for years. His
name 1S syn-
onymous with success. His philanthropy is
well documented. And, he hangs out with
the likes of Chuck Norris, ak.a. Walker,
Texas Ranger on the CBS hit series of the
same name. Come Monday, it’s Big “Mac”
time.

James (Jim) E. McIngvale, the self-propelled
king of furniture stores in the Lone Star
State will be the keynote speaker at this
month’s Greater Houston Gay and Lesbian
Chamber of Commerce (GHGLCC) dinner
meeting, March 6, 2000.

Newsletter Editor

Houston’s “MAC” to
Keynote Chamber Dinner

Mclngvale, more commonly referred to as
“Mattress Mac.” is the founder and co-
owner (with his wife, Linda) of Gallery
Furniture in Houston. Legend has it that the
highly successful entrepreneur began his
venture with five thousand dollars and a
dream. To his credit, that dream has become
a reality.
Gallery Furniture is recognized as the most
successful single furniture store based on
sales per square foot of showroom. Since its
inception in 1981, sales have increased to
more than $100 million annually.
The success of Gallery Furniture is truly a
representation of who “Mac” really is.
Dedicated to his customers, employees and
family, MclIngvale knows no boundaries
when it comes to the oft forgotten phrase
Continued on page 5

CHAMBER EDITORIAL

Wooing the Gay Consumers

by David Sharp

HOUSTON - It is time to ask hard questions
and get hard answers. The Greater Houston
Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce’s pri-
mary function should, and needs to be, the
promotion of businesses that are gay owned
and operated and/or gay friendly. The key here

is to get the gay community to patronize your
business above, but not to the neglect of, oth-
ers. How do we get to this point?

As responsible gay consumers, the majority of
us, myself included, have consulted a gay and
lesbian phone directory when seeking a prod-
uct or service. Now, as a chamber member, I
consult the chamber's Resource Guide. This is

out of a sense of community and brotherhood
continued on page 3

RSVP is required by March 3rd ot 713-523-7576. It's extremely important for us to coordinate our number of
participants. Please be responsible and make the RSVP calll The cost for the dinner meeting is $22 for

members and $25 for non-members or guests.

GHGLCC News is underwritten by Shell Chemical Company

The Greater Houston Gay & lesbian Chamber of Commerce advances the economic
and cultural development and vitality of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and
supportive heterosexual businesses and organizations.
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Take the ‘Empower’ Plunge
before its too late

by Debbie Hunt
President, GHGLCC

HOUSTON - They say time flies when you're having fun.
Time also flies when you plan and host a big event like
EMPOWER 2000. Although it’s only March, the first impor-
tant Empower deadline happens this month.

If you want to get in on the advance registration discount,
return your paid booth reservation form before March 15th. By
the time I write to you next month the price will have gone up!
If you need a registration form, please call the Chamber phone
line and let us know where to send it.

Last month’s general membership meeting was once again
very informative and entertaining. Sandy Rivera gave us sev-
eral insiders’ tips about dealing with the media, and the audi-
ence got a chance to talk with her about the media’s perception
of our community. It was a terrific learning experience for all
of us. Congratulations to those lucky winners of the “Hearts A
‘Fire” giveaways.

If you have gotten this far in reading your newsletter you know
by now that this month’s speaker is Jim “Mattress Mac”
Mclngvale. Mr. McIngvale is more famous nationwide for his

rags to riches success
story, but he has also
gained community notori-
ety for his generous con-
tributions to Pride cele-
brations and other worthy
causes. Be sure to make
your reservations for what
promises to be a well-
attended dinner meeting.

Besides dinner meetings
and the Empower event,
members may also take
advantage of promoting
business and individual Debbie Hunt

efforts through newsletter advertising, member profiles,
Resource Guide advertising, ribbon cuttings, and hosting cham-
ber socials, to name a few. Call the Chamber phone line @ 713-
523-7576 for more information on any of these services.

Committee chairs are hard at work on this year’s tasks and
projects. If you can contribute some time, energy, and ideas to
a committee or project, let us know. If you want to help out but
don’t know where to start, call me directly and I'll find a place
for you. Have a great St. Patrick’s Day and we’ll see you at this
month’s meeting.

CHAMBER PROFILE

Consulting, Hypnotherapy,
Health Care and Humor?

HOUSTON - As a professional healthcare specialist, hyp-
notherapist, humorist and consultant, Lois Kemp keynotes
across the country sharing her involvement in the aforemen-
tioned arenas cumulatively for nearly 30 years.

The founder and proprietor of Kemp Consulting in 1990, Ms.
Kemp has an extensive background in Critical Care Nursing
and hospital administration in addition to her three-decade
involvement in healing arts.

“Hypnotherapy is transforming many aspects of the health and
counseling professions. There is overwhelming evidence that
holistic, mind-body approaches strengthen our internal healing
abilities,” Ms. Kemp responds when asked about Hypnotheraphy.

“Through the natural, relaxing process of Hypnosis,” she con-
tinues, “you may stop smoking, sleep better, manage pain,
cope with life-challenging illness, prepare for stressful events
such as exams, surgery, chemotherapy treatments, job inter-
views, and much more.”

Ms. Kemp integrates her extensive training, education and
experience when working with her clients. With a Bachelors
Degree in Nursing, a Masters Degree in Clinical Psychology,
certification as a Clinical Hypnotherapist by the American

Council of Hypnotist
Examiners, and over 400
hours of Psychodrama
training, Ms. Kemp has
directed  Psychodrama
training in  Moscow,
Russia, and is an instruc-
tor at the University of
California - Davis, exten-
sion program.

The focus of her private
practice, now celebrating
its tenth year. is holistic,
supportive and change-
oriented. Ms. Kemp
believes that while work-
ing hard in the outer world, it is important to pay attention to
the world “within™ our lives.

Lois Kemp

“You may free yourself of limiting habits and beliefs, increase
confidence, make life transitions, heal relationships and expe-
rience a higher level of energy in a comfortable, supportive
atmosphere” she informs.

(Ms. Kemp may be reached at her office, 713.524.1771, or
mobile phone, 281.384.1325. Kemp Consulting is located at
1712 Fairview in Houston, Texas)
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CHAMBER NEWS

April, May and June Dinner Meetings to be

held at Sonoma’s

MONTROSE — Sonoma’s Restaurant, a fine cuisine gay friendly
New York style supper club, will host the April, May and June
monthly Chamber dinner meetings. The site was selected for several
reasons, most important being it’s gay owned and supportive of the
community. Future Dinner meeting locations will be determined by
the board of directors based on comments and suggestions from the
membership following the three month trial period at Sonoma’s.

Poll: Members Prefer Meeting on Tuesday

HOUSTON - In a poll conducted by the GHGLCC, the membership
overwhelmingly voted to move the monthly Chamber Dinner
Meetings to Tuesday, beginning in April. The March meeting with
furniture maven Jim “Mac™ McIngvale will take place Monday,
March 6, 2000 at the Warwick Hotel.

Protesters Condemn Exxon Mobile Corporate

Decision
HOUSTON - For the second time in as many months, an Equality
Rally has been held to protest the decision of Exxon Mobil

Corporation to rescind their Domestic Partner Benefits policy in the
workforce. The organization, Equality Rally Team, held its first
protest January 28 drawing a crowd of nearly 100 protesters.

At press time, it was not known how many attended the second rally,
aptly titled Equality Rally [1. What is known however is that the boy-
cott of Exxon Mobil will continue until the Houston based corpora-
tion reverses its decision and reinstates the provision covering
domestic partners. Organizers are urging every gay consumer to cut
their Exxon Mobil credit cards in half and mail them to the corporate
headquarters in protest of their conduct.

New Communications Network Promises to
Give Back to Community

HOUSTON - CCN, a.k.a. Community Communications Network, a
new virtual network telecommunications company plans o market its
services to gay consumers by pledging to share a percentage of profits
with a community related non-profit organization. The firm claims to
offer the latest state of the art communications, including “shadow serv-
ice,” while providing its clients with the satisfaction of knowing a por-
tion of their money is being reinvested in the gay community. According
to Jan Roberts, special markets coordinator at CCN, the company plans
to directly market to gay consumers within the next few months.

CHAMBER EDITORIAL continued from page 1

— it allows us to feel connected to one another. However, this sense
of brotherhood will only take gay commerce so far.

Gay businesses need to provide the best product at the best prices
to compete. How many times have you been disappointed when
you've conducted business with gay owned businesses? Many of us
have attempted to support such businesses, only to get a bad deal.
Case in point: Recently. My pariner and I decided the time was
right to combine households. Like the good loyal gay men we are,
we consulted the Gay Yellow pages. We contracted with a gay
owned and operated moving company, which shall remain name-
less. Moving day came, and we knew there was trouble when 3
handsome men appeared at my house dressed to go clubbing. It
wag obvious from first glance they had no intentions of moving
anything.

The crew immediately proceeded to hem and haw over the fact that
there was too much to move even though they had been told the
precise amount of furniture to be moved in a phone consultation. 1
promptly showed them the door, albeit reluctantly, because the fur-
niture needed to be moved. They msisted my household would take
several days to move.

Furious yet determined, my lover contacted several moving
services in the mainstream phone directory and remarkably was
able to ameliorate our dilemma. Salvation came in the form of an
older black gentleman with a rented truck and an illegal alien as an
assistant. They were quick, respectful and half the price of the club
gqueen movers. In essence, the two men were able fo move in four
hours what three men claimed would be an eight-hour job, at
minimum. To be sure, this does not construe that all gay businesses
are irresponsible; nevertheless, this experience was a tremendous
disappointment.

Gay business can rely on the community's sense of brotherhood to
perhaps get a foothold. After that, they must provide competitive
services at a fair and reasonable price that appeal to all consumers,
What the businesses give back to the community, however, are

important. When I see a caterer or a business at a charity function
and I know that they are supporting the less fortunate among us, I
remember that business and try to trade with them.

Now [ have a confession o make. As much as I try to patronize gay
owned businesses and my community, when it becomes clear that [
can get a better deal elsewhere, I defect. Case and point: I patron-
ize gay owned and friendly bookstores that have gay themed books
not available anywhere else. However, [ do not buy my New York
Times bestsellers there. I can get them 309% off down the street at
a mainstream bookstore. I am sure the hope of the owner is that it
I am there already I will just pick up my New York Times
Bestseller. NOT!! I may be gay, but I am not stupid. And, to be
honest, there is a little part of me that thinks they think I am stupid.
Another matter that gay owned businesses should take into consid-
eration is that not all gay consumers want to be “outed” as they
walk in the door of your establishment. Don’t fawn and scream
“sister girl”. Indeed. they may be patronizing your business with a
co-worker or business associate who they have not ‘come out’ too.
Many gay consumers merely want to support their community, but
they also want to be treated with the same respect and courtesy they
are afforded at any other establishment.

Moreover, eye candy is all well and good in gay businesses as well
as straight. Yes, marketing studies have proven over and over that
sex sells. But guess what? When the eye candy supersedes service
and quality, the technique becomes ineffectual. Face it. most con-
sumers, gay or straight, know that that really young, really cute guy
or gal is not going to sleep with them because they buy a shirt or a
book from them. 15 it easy and pleasant to look at? Yes. Does it sell
the product? No. In business. we are here to work, not date.

You can expect me as a gay consuiner to try you once. Then my obli-
gation ends and you must show me that you are a fair and honest
business, competitive and support the community. Therein lays the
key to successful business. Really relatively simple, don’t you think?
(The views and opinions of this author do not necessarily reflect the
views of the GHGLCC or its members. )
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CHAMBER TRAVEL

Europe’s New Boom Town

by David Sharp

Dublin, Ireland — As Saint
Patrick’s Day nears along with
visions of the Saint chasing
snakes out of Ireland, now is
the perfect time to consider a
trip to Dublin, Ireland.

At press time of this printing,
round trip airfare on KLM (Royal Dutch Airlines) is about
$600.00 from Houston. Air Lengus, the national airline of
Ireland is also running specials.

Today, Europe’s most intimate capital has become a boom-
town—presently undergoing the most dramatic period of
transformation since the Georgian era.

Dublin is riding high on the back of the Celtic Tiger (as the
roaring Irish economy has been nicknamed). Massive con-
struction cranes are hovering over
both shiny new hotels and old
Georgian houses.

Today, Europe’s
Irish culture is in. Patriot Michael most intimarte
Collins has become a Hollywood
box-office star; Frank McCourt's
Angela’s Ashes conquered the
American best-sellers lists, and
Riverdance has become a world-
wide tear-jerking Old Irish mass-jig.

capital has become
a boomtown—
presently
undergoing the most
dramatic period of
transformation since
the Georgian era.

Because of these and other attrac-
tions, (ravelers are coming to
Dublin in ever-greater numbers.
So, don’t be surprised if you stop to consult your map in
Temple Bar — the city’s most happening neighborhood — and
are swept away by the ceaseless flow of bustling crowds.

Dublin has transformed into an immensely entertaining, attrac-
tive city—all the more amazing considering its tender size.
Originally a Viking community, Dublin is situated on the banks
of the River Liffey, which divides the city north and south.
The city's liveliest round-the-clock spots, including Temple
Bar and Grafton Street, are both on the south side, although a
variety of construction projects on the north side are helping to
bolster areas that have not typically been on visitors™ paths.
The majority of the city’s most notable buildings date from the
18th century — the Georgian era — and, although many of its
finer Georgian buildings disappeared in the redevelopment of
the “70s, enough remain, mainly south of the river, to recall the
elegant Dublin of centuries past.

Literary Dublin can still be recaptured by those who follow the
footsteps of Leopold Bloom’s progress, as described in James
Joyce’s Ulysses. Trinity College, alma mater of Oliver
Goldsmith, Jonathan Swift, and Samuel Beckett, among oth-

ers, is a green, Georgian oasis, alive with young students scur-
rying to and from, just like generations of aspiring scholars
before them.

Perhaps the most important thing to do in Ireland is see the
neighborhood pubs. Legendary in truth and in fiction, it is
highly recommended that you go to one of the local pubs, if for
nothing else but to soak up local color.

Behavioral studies have shown that much can be learned from,
and told about, people by where they drink and with whom
they socialize. Nowhere is this more prevalent than in Ireland.

Renowned for its literary achievements both in fact and fiction,
Dublin is a walking city. Most attractions are accessible on
foot. If you encounter a rainy afternoon (very likely in Ireland)
spend it in the Dublin Writers Museum.

The restored 18th-century townhouses on the north side of
Parnell Square, an area rich in literary associations, lodge one
of Dublin’s finest cultural sights.

Rare manuscripts. diaries, posters, letters. limited and first edi-
tions, photographs and other mementos commemorate the
lives and works of the nation’s greatest writers (and there are
many of them, so make allowances for plenty of time) includ-
ing Joyce, Shaw, Wilde, Yeats, and Beckett.

Readings are held in the upstairs drawing rooms, gorgeously
decorated with paintings and bas-relief wall decorations. The
bookshop and café makes this an ideal place to spend a rainy
afternoon.

The North side city center is
a mix of densely thronged
shopping streets and run-
down sections of once gen-
teel homes. Nevertheless.
there are some classic sights
here, including some gor-
geous Georgian monuments
— the Custom House, The
General Post Office, Parnell Square, and the Hugh Lane Gallery.
And be sure to visit two landmarks celebrating literary Dublin
— the Dublin Writer’s Museum and the James Joyce Cultural
Center, hub of Blooms day celebrations.

Dublin City Genter

Photo Credit: Preview Traved, Inc.

Most travelers begin heading up O’Connor Street to Parnell
Square and the heart of James Joyce country. “In Dublin’s fair
city — where girls are so pretty” went the centuries-old ditty
about Ireland’s historic capital.

Dublin is still one of the most charming cities in Europe. reso-
lent in parts of dignity and elegance of the 18th century, pri-
marily by virtue of the elegant Georgian style art and architec-
ture, which flowered in the city between 1714 and 1820 during
the English reigns of the three Georges.
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South of the Liffey are the graceful squares and fashionable
terraces from Dublin’s elegant heyday. Interspersed with some
of the city’s leading sights, this area is perfect for an introduc-
tory city tour.

Many travelers begin at O’Connell Bridge — as Dublin has no
central focal point. Most natives regard it as the city’s
Piccadilly Circus or Times Square—then head south down
Westmoreland Street to Parliament House.

If you are in the area near 12 Westmoreland Street, drop in on
Bewley's Coffee House, an institution that has been supplying
Dubliners with coffee and buns since 1842. Open Monday-
Saturday 9-5:30, its historic interior evokes the Dublin of
everyone's dreams.

Check out Trinity College on
¢ your voyage — the Book of
Kells, Ireland’s greatest artis-
| tic treasure, is on view there,
Then head eastward (o
Merrion Square and the
National Gallery, south to St.
Stephen’s Green and
Fitzwilliam Square, then west
to Dublin’s two beautiful cathedrals — Christ Church and St.
Patrick’s — before heading back north for supper in a Temple
Bar restaurant overlooking the Liffey.  “An absolute ava-
lanche of new hotels™ char-
acterized the Irish Times, in
an April 1997 article on
Dublin’s hotel boom. New
lodging establishments are
being built in all areas of the
city, including a fair number
in Ballsbridge, an inner

“suburb” that’s a 20-minute The Book of Kells, an Intnca{elylllustraled
version of the C‘ospeis is housed in Trinity

College Library.

Trinity College

walk from the city center.

Photo Credil: Praview Traval, Inc.

The boom in construction is a response both to Dublin’s thriv-
| ing business climate and its
draw for visitors whose only
business is fun. What this
means is that for all the sup-
ply of new rooms, rates are
still high at the best hotels by
the standards of any major
Fm'npcan or American city.
B Ty et Tl S, Jerm ® Service charges range: from
watering holes. Proto Gresit Previen Tavel e | 59 in expensive hotels to
zero in modern and inexpensive ones. Be sure to inquire at the
time of booking.

Many hotels offer a weekend, or “B&B” rate that is often 30%-
40% cheaper than the ordinary rate; some hotels also offer a
midweek special that provides discounts of up to 35%. These
rates are available throughout the year but are harder to get
during high season. If you've rented a car and you’re not stay-
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ing at a hotel with secure parking facilities, it’s worth consid-
ering a location out of the city center, such as Dalkey or
Killiney. The surroundings are more pleasant and you won't
have to worry about stashing your car on city streets, as park-
ing can be difficult to find.

Enjoy modern and revitalized Europe at its best; see castles
from old time lore, walk the paths of literary genius and have
a few at the pub. Enjoy Dublin, rich in history, rich in future.

2

CHAMBER SPOTLIGHT... Continited from page |

‘hard work.” Ironically, while most businessmen do not
share their recipe for success, “Mac” made, and kept, a
commitment to helping others meet and exceed their own
dreams and expectations.

It is a recipe with several key ingredients that is sure to
make his address at the Dinner Meeting sumptuous indeed,
The furniture maven will also share some of his thoughts on
other topics as well. His vision is clear and precise. Having
made more than 2,000 speeches to area schools, Mclngvale
has often articulated his formula for success to America’s
youth: Don’t do drugs. Stay in school. And, make a com-
mitment to hard work and dedication.

His philanthropy well documented, “Mac” has always
championed those less fortunate. Each Christmas, Gallery
Furniture gives furniture to 15 needy families. The store has
raised money for the Selena Foundation, donated money to
the Houston Live Stock Show and Rodeo and sponsored the
event’s Black Heritage Day, and proffered numerous con-
tributions for the purchase of new equipment and other
learning tools by Houston's inner-city schools. He is also
an ardent supporter of Chuck Norris' “Kick Drugs out of
America” Foundation.

No matter where you turn, or where you look for that matter,
you can see the effect that Gallery Furniture (hence, the
Mclngvales) has had on Houston and Texas. Now. you can
meet the man behind the empire and hear him talk about the
methods he used to make sure his dream did not become a

nightmare.

until they get
to know you,

its whats on the
surface that counts.

House of Coleman
Fine Printing & Craphics

With that, do you want your
image quickly splashed on paper? Or do
youn want House of Coleman to ink a better job?
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Local Antique Proprietor
Reaches his ‘Impossible Dream’

by JC Michalek

HOUSTON - It was August 1998. One of Houston’s biggest
antique centers celebrated its official Grand Opening at an
impressive, if not arresting, new 15,000 square foot location
near Montrose. An antique lover’s paradise, the new Center
was relocated to 2030 Westheimer, one block east of Shepherd.

What makes the grand opening of River Oaks Antiques Center
so remarkable? Its history. The event marked the twenty-first
anniversary of owner Roger Howard’s foray into the business
of antiques, a business that he readily admits he had little or no
knowledge of.

Mr. Howard’s two-decade involvement in the antique genre
began by chance and took a roller coaster ride to its own des-
tiny. In 1975, with little knowledge of the antique business, Mr.
Howard embarked on a journey that began with a small pink
glass he inherited from an old house owned by his relatives in
Kansas. Inheriting that home turned out to be a lesson on the
value of antiques that was instrumental.

Figuring that the glass was practically worthless (estimating its
value at three dollars), along with the other items in the home,
Mr. Howard decided to sell the estate and move to Houston.
Unfamiliar with such transactions, he hired an antiques expert he
was familiar with to handle the sale. The first item to sell was,
you guessed it, the glass. It turned out that the glass was an
authentic pink depression glass and sold for two hundred dollars.
“I was amazed,” Mr. Howard says. “I had no idea that glass
was so valuable and I began wondering how much the other
antiques would bring.”

In completion, the estate produced many other equally impres-
sive sales. But it was the sale of the small pink glass that even-
tually led to the establishment of one of Houston’s most
respected antiques centers.

With his interest in antiques sparked, Mr. Howard moved to
Houston in 1976, took a fulltime job purchasing oilfield equip-
ment for a local company, and spent evenings and weekends
buying antiques at estate and garage sales learning all he could
about the business as he went along.

Setting up his first shop in 1977 (located at the old Addicks Flea
Market on Highway 6) to be opened on weekends only, Mr.
Howard periodically continued to lease other booths at similar
locations around the Bayou City. Then he met Don and Katy
Pearson, a Minnesota couple who envisioned an “antiques only”
mall in the area, an idea that both intrigued and fascinated him.
“T had been steadily improving the quality of my merchandise,”
Mr. Howard informed. Acknowledging it was becoming “more
and more difficult to sell higher priced antiques in a flea market-
type atmosphere.” he teamed up with the Pearson’s and they
opened “Antique World® at the Meyerland Shopping Center.

\

Indicative of successful entrepreneurs, Mr. Howard eventually
expanded his business even further. He began selling his wares at
prestigious antique shows in Atlanta, Chicago,

Denver and Miami. It was a decision that
had a profound impact on his overall
success in an industry he admittedly
embarked upon with little knowledge.

“Selling at internationally-recog-
nized shows... taught me a lot
about market values and how
greatly the popularity of
antiques varies from one region
of the country to another.”

Mr. Howard explained. “That

kind of information is
extremely important because
it tells an antiques dealer

how to buy for his shop

and shows. Without it, he

can make the mistake of buying antiques which

are either overpriced for his market or have limited popularity.”

In 1987, Houston appraiser Bill Boyd approached Mr. Howard
about leasing a booth in his just-opened River Oaks Antiques
Center. A smaller facility, it was located at 2119 Westheimer.
Boyd’s plan was to lease booth space to an exclusive group of
better quality antique dealers.

“Bill wanted [his Center] to surpass all other antiques malls. He
saw It as a venue for a more upscale type of customer, and my
shop fit the bill,” Mr. Howard explains. “My antiques just weren't
right in a place where other dealers were selling everything from
Barbies to California Raisins merchandise. Bill wouldn’t be leas-
ing to those sorts of dealers, so I decided to jump on board.”

It was the decision that made the aforementioned profound
impact. Still working fulltime in a business (oilfield equipment)
that had fallen on hard times, Mr. Howard counted himself for-
tunate when Mr. Boyd offered him a partnership in his business.

“It seemed like the right time and the right thing to do.” sur-
mised Mr. Howard. “*So I sold nearly everything I owned to get
the money I needed and moved into a tiny garage apartment.
From that point on everything fell into place.”

Indeed. Within months, Mr. Howard decided to buy out Mr.
Boyd. The Center flourished and, at one time, he had thirty
antiques dealers under his domain. But the economy turned
downward in the late 80's, forcing some of his dealers out of
business and thereby prompting Mr. Howard to make yet
another important decision.

“As dealers left, I replaced their booths with my own antiques,”
Mr. Howard informed. “When my last dealer moved out in 1991,
| took over the entire space and filled it with merchandise I had
acquired through estate sales and consignments. It was a real risk
being the only dealer and the sole owner of such a large shop.”

A tisk, one might add, that has returned good dividends. The

continued on page 10
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Mart, you don’t need it. What else is

Stock picks for the new

there to say about this industry giant?

Millennium

Did they put some small retailers out of

These are not your Grandma'’s stocks

business? Yes, they did. So get a piece

by David Hendrickson, 11, PA.-C.

Looking for cash preservation? Read no further. Tie
up your money in Bonds. Money markets, and
CD’s. But, if you are looking for great financial
gains and are willing to cope with the possibility of
some risk, read on.

Stock pick one: America Online (AOL). The
Internet is here to stay. CEO Steve Case is a proven manager.
With its forthcoming merger with Time Warner, AOL should
soon be bargain priced. It’s a sure winner. AOL has extensive
revenue, enormous marketing muscle and Case has vision.

Stock pick two: Yahoo (YHOO). Here is a company that runs
like a well-oiled machine. It’s fast and flexible. One of the
Internet winners. Buy low, and keep.

Stock pick three: Lucent (LU) A technology winner that has
a hand in everything. If you buy one Tech stock, make it
Lucent.

Stock pick four: Pfizer Pharmaceuticals (PFE). A proven phar-
maceutical winner. Makers of Zithromax, an antibiotic that has
changed healthcare. The leadership here is good. The new drug
pipeline looks excellent. Expect another merger soon. While the
company has endured recent tumult, they are the makers of the
ever-popular Viagra. How can you lose? Thank you Bob Dole.

Stock pick five: Wal-Mart (WMT) if you can’t find it at Wal-

of this at the other end. Again, not polit-
~ ically correct but a moneymaker.
Stock Pick six: Home Depot (HD)
_ another killer of small retail, but well

run, popular and here to stay. Strong buy
and hold.

STOCKS TO BUY WITH YOUR
LAS VEGAS GAMBLING MONEY
Only for the very strong of heart, the following, mostly high
tech and Internet, promise large gains but are very, very risky.
Proceed with caution, have this money to lose.

Imanage (IMAN) They help companies manage e-mall, voice
mail and other messages. Offered at an IPO of $1 1.00 its now
trading at three times that. CEO and President Max Panjwani
1s predicting “viral” growth for his company. Strong proven
business model and a track record of achieving financial goals
make this a winner.

Others to watch: Eprise Corp offering IPO in mid January,
another Internet stock. Neopoint Inc., a wireless and Satellite
Company. Happy Trading!!

(David Hendrickson is a local medical professional and

freelance writer who has had tremendous success studying

economic indicators and investing accordingly. Mr.

Hendrickson claims no responsibility, financial or otherwise,

for any reader’s investment decisions.)
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CHAMBER HEALTH

Five Common Habits That Harm Your Health

by Daniel Boudreaux, DC

HOUSTON-New health and fitness trends pop up daily in our
society and almost all are fads devised by the marketing indus-
try and fueled by our society’s desire for quick and easy solu-
tions. Rarely do we hear of common sense things that are eas-
ily made a part of our everyday routine and can benefit us in
the way we feel and in our long-term health.

You know that smoking and other addictive habits are harmful
to your health, and these should be addressed as a priority.
Here are five less obvious habits that many people follow daily
without realizing their effect on health. Though they may seem
harmless, these habits can lead to serious problems over time:
Skipping breakfast. Your body is very busy during the night
generating energy. maintaining blood sugar levels, and regu-

lating hormones. By morning, you've used up much of your
stored energy. You need to “break” your “fast.” You would not
expect your car to run without fuel. It’s important to have a
balanced meal at breakfast, including natural carbohydrates,
proteins and fats.
Exercise balance. It seems that most people are at one or the
other end of the exercise spectrum: those who don’t exercise at
all and those who exercise to extremes. Those who exercise in
moderation are reaping the most benefit, including increasing
the quality of their lives. Those at the extremes are causing sig-
nificant physical, chemical, and mental stress.
Not staying hydrated. Humans need good quality, clean water
continued on page 10
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CHAMBER REVIEWS

Golden “Girls” in the Windy City

by David Sharp and JC Michalek

CHICAGO - Someone once said, “After a nuclear holocaust,
there will be cockroaches and
Cher.” So true. Cher continues
to wow audiences every-
where with an extension of
her “Believe” tour. The
Believe 1999 tour is now
the Believe 2000 tour. On a
cold and frigid night, my
partner and [ jetted off to
the Windy city to see
the show - again.

Her Venue: The
Allstate Arena out-
side of Chicago. This is
her third concert in Chicago
in 6 months. And they love
her. Playing to a sold
out crowd of 19,000,
Cher took Chicago
once again. in a
fashion not seen since

the days of Al Capone.

We had seen the show in other cities, and this was by far her best
performance. The ultimate Diva is in perfect voice. We were
wowed once more with incredible sets, 15 costume changes and
75 minutes of uninterrupted and absolutely mesmerizing music.
The show is reminiscent of a Broadway production. It was
tumultuous, showy and bold. Cher is at home with her audience.
She takes us back on a nostalgia trip, doing a medley of her clas-
sics with the backdrop of lava lamps and bean bag chairs.

Her new hit “Dove L’ Amore” is executed with a hot and spicy
dance number and, more importantly, that deep and throaty
voice that can move you to tears. Performing her European hit
“Walking in Memphis,” the diva remembered her gay fans by
warning them: “If there are any gay guys in the audience who
think the guy in the (Walking in Memphis) video is hot, they
should remember it’s me.”

Cher is one of the few performers who remembers her gay
fans, supports the gay community and did so before learning
the shattering news that her daughter is lesbian. In fact, upon
releasing “Believe” to the clubs, a same sex version was
recorded and marketed as well as a mainstream version.

The night ended with perhaps Cher’s greatest hit, the global
smash “Believe”. The song was the biggest selling song of
1999 according to Billboard magazine, who ranked it #1 on its
year end chart. Bungee jumpers to the right and left of the
stage during ‘Believe’ put forth the notion of taking risks and
learning to live and love again after being hurt.

At 53, Cher is at her peak. The winner of a Tony, Emmy, Oscar
and, now, a Grammy for best dance song. Truly, in this critics
opinion, wronged by the Grammy’s this year as she only
picked up one Grammy of her four nominations, in the glare of
Santana’s sweep for Supernatural, featuring the great hit
“Smooth™ with Rob Thomas of Matchbox 20.

Looking great, sounding great, and making 54 look easy Cher is
truly a living legend. Star of stage, screen and the concert hall,
look for great things to come from this truly remarkable lady.
As a bonus to our weekend pil-
grimage to the Windy city, we |
were treated to an evening with
the great Bea Arthur, another
supporter of our community.
Known for her role in “*Mame”
with Lucille Ball, and as Archie
Bunker’s cousin Maude in All
in the Family, Ms. Arthur went
on to star in her own spin off,
aptly titled Maude.

Beatrice Arthur on Rosie O'Donnell

Another groundbreaking Norman Lear (the David E. Kelly of
the 70°s) sitcom, Bea Arthur took on taboo subjects such as
alcoholism, rape, gay rights and women’s rights. She is also
known for her role as the ever lovable and downtrodden
Dorothy in the great hit Golden Girls. Ms. Arthur is also
known for her tireless work for AIDS Charities.

Headlining a presentation of Gershwin’s “Strike up the Band”
provided Ms. Arthur a chance to show off her talents. And, she
did. She is still a great actress. The show itself was poorly stat-
ed and poorly presented. But Ms. Arthur’s performance was
outstanding.

This critic encourages everyone to support this great and noble
lady by attending this production as it tours the country. You
will be stunned. With a stroll down Michigan Avenue, we bid
a fond ado to Chicago, a great city, and flew home with fond
memories and new appreciation for these two very great
ladies.

AMERIQUEST
. MORTGAGE

_—COMPANY
Tommye L. Rodgers
Account Executive

1155 Dairy Ashford, Suite 214, Houston, TX 77079
Phone (281) 558-2223 Fax (281) 558-2227 Pager (281) 434-11%0
Toll Free (888) 326-5407 www.ameriquest.net
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CHAMBER FEATURE continued from page 6

River Oaks Antiques Center prospered beyond anyone’s
expectations, including Mr. Howard’s. But as the economy
improved and competition among dealers increased in subse-
quent years, he was faced with yet another challenge. Should
he once again expand the business to stay ahead in the market
or simply maintain the status quo? In the spring of 1998, Mr.
Howard made his decision and chose the former.

Today the River Oaks Antiques Center is one of the largest
antique centers under sole proprietorship in Houston, a city
with the distinction of being the fourth largest in the nation.
Specializing in American and European antiques from the 19th
and 20th centuries, the Center takes particular pride in its vast
array of “smalls,” the collective name dealers use when refer-
ring to antiques such as figurines, china, art glass, cut glass,
and sterling silver.

While most of the Center’s antiques are acquired through pri-
vate sales and estate sales, Mr. Howard also displays merchan-

dise from some of his customers who sell their antiques on a
consignment basis.

“Consigning can be a good idea for some folks because it
relieves them from the hassle of selling on their own and they
retain ownership of their antiques no matter how long they are
on our floor,” according to Mr. Howard. “If a customer
changes her mind or the antique simply doesn’t sell, she can
always take it back whenever she likes without a fee.”

Mr. Howard attributes the success of the Center to a funda-
mental belief [that] he has adhered to since the day he opened
his first shop: honesty. “The most important thing is to be hon-
est with your customers,” he emphasizes. “Just because a chair
is more than 100 years old doesn’t mean it should have a high-
priced ticket.”

(Mr. Howard, in addition to owning River Oaks Antigues
Center, offers estate sale services to attorneys, trust officers
and heirs. He can be reached at 713.520.8238. The Center is
open 7 days a week from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.)

CHAMBER HEALTH continued from page 8
throughout the day. If you don’t drink water at all or you
drink large quantities one or two times per day, you could be
dehydrated. Dehydration is a common cause of fatigue.

Dieting. Many diets not only don’t work, but they're also
dangerous, with the end result being weight gain and added
body fat. Years of dieting can be devastating to your metabo-
lism. Most people would be better off consistently eating
more rather than going through phase after phase of dieting,
commonly referred to as yo-yo dieting. Moderation is the key
to nutrition and a healthy diet.

~ £ Quaury Stanps Our -

BUYING, SELLING, AND
RELOCATION SPECIALIST!

713.869.6142

Voice Mail
713-642-4300

View our web page at

www.RichardHill.com

Emeil: Richard@RichardHill.com

Not taking responsibility for your own health. I have seen
patients who underwent questionable medical procedures, or
took medications just because it was “free” - insurance paid
for it. Others did not take advantage of necessary procedures
or did not take an effective remedy because insurance did not
cover it. Make your own health care decisions based on
sound advice from professionals. Always choose the most
conservative (i.e. non-invasive) approach first; if it does not
work, progress to less conservative choices.

Above all, educate yourself about your own body and health
care choices. While others may try to interfere with your
ability to be naturally healthy and fit, you have the ability and
responsibility to avoid and ignore fads and treatments that
don’t make sense. As C. Everett Koop says: “The best pre-
scription is education.”

(Daniel Boudreaux is a Doctor of Chiropractic, a Fellow of
the International Academy of Medical Acupuncture, and is
certified by the International College of Applied Kinesiology.
He is the founder of Today’s Health Center in Houston and
has a special interest in chronic health conditions including
allergies, fatigue, and digestive disturbances. For more
information, please contact him at 713-880-4444 or visit
www. goforhealth.com)

INVESTIGATIONS & CIVIL PROCESSING

RIFF
Kathy Griffin

(713) 326-7711

FAX:(713) 526-7730
Pager: (713) 285-8869

4106 McDuffie
Houston, Texas 77098
Email: kgriffl@pdg.net




v March, 2000 ¢ GHGLCC ¢ 11 v

CHAMBER CALENDAR
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CHAMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Notes From the Board

The board of directors is always available to listen to your ideas, suggestions, or concerns about our growing organization. If you
would like to address the board at a board meeting, call the hotline at 713-523-7576 and ask to be put on the agenda to speak at a
board meeting held the 2nd Monday of each month.

The board is currently looking for members interested in becoming more involved in our chamber. If you are interested in
participating, or you know of anyone who is, please contact President Debbie Hunt at 713-522-4282. Positions available include
commitiee chairs, committee members, and/or any other assistance a member would be willing to provide to the chamber.

Newsletter Advertising

Again, we grow. For the second month in a row our newsletter has increased to 12 pages, thanks to member advertising and article
contributions. Remember, this is your newsletter, so if you have a submission you’d like included, contact the newsletter committee.
A one-month business card-size ad is only $30. If you reserve between 3-6 months, the monthly rate is only $25, and if you reserve
space for 7-12 months, your monthly rate is only $20. Call Marion E. Coleman at the House of Coleman at 713-523-2521.

Deadline for materials is the second Thursday of the month prior to publication.

CHAMBER TIPS

March is national spay and neuter your pet month. Pet overpopulation is a real problem in
Houston. Too many homeless cats and dogs roam the streets and are put to death in Houston every
year. Do your part and have your pet spayed or neutered. Low-cost spay and neutering is available
from SNAP with three locations in Houston. If your pet is already spayed or neutered. a donation
to the non-profit organization can help prevent more homeless animals in your communities.

e-mail: info@ghglcc.org

P.0. Box 66129
Houston, Texas
77266-6129

7
Vo

Please Recycle

Address Correction Requested
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CHAMBER SPOTLIGHT

The History
HOUSTON - The
Alley Theatre
began in 1947 when
high school teacher
Nina Vance sent out
214 penny postcards
to an extended network of friends and neigh-
bors that read: “It’s beginning! Do you want
a theatre for Houston? Meeting. 3617 Main.
Bring a friend! Tuesday, October 7, 8 p.m.”

Paul Tetreault

The positive public response resulted in the
mounting of a full season of six plays, includ-
ing works by Lillian Hellman and Clifford
Odets. In February 1949, the alley moved to its
second location at 709 Berry Avenue. A former
fan factory, the new stage could seat 230 the-
atre patrons around a central arena stage.

Managing Director of Alley Theatre
to Keynote Chamber Dinner

Tony Award Winning Theater Unveil
American Premier of Albee Production

Ms. Vance chose Ms. Hellman’s then con-
troversial The Children’s Hour as the inau-
gural production in the Alley’s new home.
Over the next 20 seasons, the Alley began its
celebration of American playwrights, pro-
ducing new works by Williams, Miller and
O’Neill. In 1954, the Alley formed a con-
tract with Actor’s Equity Association, the
professional actor’s union, creating a perma-
nent company of actors.
By 1969, the Alley had outgrown its Berry
Street Location and moved to 615 Texas
Avenue in the heart of downtown Houston. A
new structure designed by architect Ulrich
Franzen for the theatre’s expanding needs -
houses two stages: a modified thrust stage
seating 824 and a smaller arena stage seating
296, modeled after the one at Berry Avenue.
Continued on page 9

CHAMBER EVENT

EMPOWER 2000:

‘Community Event of the
Millennium’ Gains Momentum
HOUSTON - There is an old adage in business.
It reads: Success breeds Success. Taking a cue
from that dictum, the Greater Houston Gay and
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce (GHGLCC) is

proudly heralding EMPOWER 2000 as “The
Community Event of the Millennium.”

Basking from the phenomenal success of
EMPOWER 99, the chamber is throttling full
steam ahead with preparations for EMPOWER
2000. Not ones to rest on their laurels,
EMPOWER Committee Co-Chairs Coy Tow,
Marion E. Coleman and Richard Wiederholt are

continued on page 8§

RSYP is required by April 7th at 713-523-7576. It's extremely important for us to coordinate our number of
porticipants. Please be responsible end moke the RSVP calll The cost for the dinner meeting is §22 for

members and $25 for non-members or guests.

GHGLCC News is underwritten by Shell Chemical Company

The Greater Houston Gay & lesbian Chamber of Commerce advances the economic
and cultural development and vitality of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and
supportive heterosexual businesses and organizations.
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CHAMBER PRESIDENT

March was a Time for
Moving at the Chamber

by Debbie Hunt
President, GHGLCC

HOUSTON - March was a time for moving at the Chamber.
The most important move to talk about is the shift in our
monthly membership meeting date. The next three dinner
meetings will be held on the first Tuesday of each month
instead of Monday.

The change in our meeting date gave us the chance to consider
other meeting place opportunities, and so we have chosen to
move our meetings to Sonoma Restaurant while they are on
Tuesdays. Some of you will remember Sonoma from our holi-
day party last December. The move will allow us to meet in the
heart of Montrose for a change and hopefully help a few folks
get to membership meetings that have not been able to attend.
March also saw a virtual move for the Chamber as well. Our
web site host decided to start charging us for hosting our site
so we made the move to Fresh Baked Graphics, which is affil-
iated with Chamber member Computer Exchange. Fresh
Baked Graphics is allowing us to continue having a website at
no charge, and we thank them!

To complete our month of moves, the board approved swapping
office space at the Gay & Lesbian Community Center with
another non-profit group so that space would be better utilized
and our rent amount would stay static. The community center

also changed its policy
about charging tenants for

meeting space, which
enabled the board to
resume meeting there

instead of off-site.

The change in our mem-
bership meeting date was
a direct result of the mem-
bership poll. Almost half
of our active members
expressed an opinion and
the clear majority voted
for the change. Other
issues may arise during
the year where the board needs your input.

Debbie Hunt

One of the only ways we have of making the Chamber worth-
while to our members is to understand what the membership
wants and needs from the chamber. Please know that we wel-
come your comments and suggestions at all times. You can
contact the Chamber by phone, by fax. by e-mail, or by show-
ing up in person at any of the board meetings.

Thanks to Clyde Williams who continues to arrange for terrif-
ic programs for our monthly membership meetings. Those of
us who attended Jim “Mattress Mac” Mclngvale’s talk were
inspired to go back to our businesses and figure out the best
way to serve our customers. This month we will learn more
about the theatre business. See you at Sonomal

CHAMBER PROFILE

Vanguard Honoree Shines in
Post at Houston Ballet

HOUSTON - A Native of Knoxville, Tennessee, Andrew
Edmonson graduated from the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill in May 1989 with a B.A. in English literature with
distinction.

After completing internships in London and Dublin, Mr.
Edmonson assumed the position of public relations manager at
Houston's Tony Award-winning Alley Theatre. In this capacity,
he oversaw all media and public relations for LORT B theatre
with a twelve-play season and two stages. In October 1993, Mr.
Edmonson joined the staff of the Houston Ballet.

During his six years with the company. he has directed the public
relations campaigns for the company’s 25t anniversary celebra-
tion, the troupe’s historic 1995 China Tour, the retirement of the
company’s prima ballerina, Janie Parker, and the world premieres
of Ben Stevenson’s blockbuster productions of Dracula and The
Snow Maiden.

Moreover, he has significantly raised the Houston Ballet’s national
and international profile by placing articles on the company in The

New York Times, The London Times,
Germany's The World on Sundeay news-
paper, The Chicago Tribune, The San
Francisco Chronicle, Vogue, and People

magazine.

His efforts have not gone unnoticed. In
1996, Mr. Edmonson was the recipient
of the Vanguard Award, the highest
honor bestowed by Women In
Communications, for a profile he had
written for The Houston Voice, a community newspaper.

Photo: Jann Whaley
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Andrew Edmonson

Mr. Edmonson has been extremely active in Houston's arts com-
munity. He served as media chair for the city’s first Theater
District Open House in August 1994, and for the commemoration
of World AIDS Day/A Day Without Art in 1994, 1997, and 1998.
He has served on the board of directors of Body Positive, an
AIDS service organization, and Halloween Magic, a fundraising
event that has raised over $500,000 for Houston's AIDS charities.

Mr. Edmonson was chairperson of the 1999 Houston Gay and
Lesbian Film Festival, an event he will chair again in 2000 and
one that he will speak about at a future dinner meeting. In his
spare time, he enjoys theater and travel in Europe.




\v 4

CHAMBER HEALTH

It’s Back! The Season of
Sniffling, Sneezing and
Itching Returns

How to Avoid Allergy
Season from
Impacting
Productivity in the
Work Force

by David Sharp

Cute, but may make you sneeze!

HOUSTON - Allergy season has arrived in Houston. The
flowers are blooming, the trees are budding and many people
are ducking for cover.

Allergies, in and by themselves, can just make you miserable:
however, allergies may lead to upper respiratory infection,
sinus and ear infections and a host of other conditions that can
seriously impact the work force and, potentially, the produc-
tivity of business.

In truth, the allergen is a true disrupter of interstate commerce.
But now there is help. In vears past the only answer was med-
ications that truly impaired people’s ability to perform in the
workplace. Now, there is Deliverance. The development of
new medications has been salvation for many allergy sufferers.

Allergen History

Allergic Rhinitis affects the lives of tens of millions of people
a year. The symptoms include sniffling, sneezing, itching,
runny or stuffy nose, and watery eyes. These have a true
impact on a patient’s quality of life. It’s cost is an invaluable
toll on business. Allergic disorders are the most diagnosed
chronic condition in children, many times a precursor to
Asthma, a more serious condition..

The most logical approach to managing SAR (Seasonal
Allergic Rhinitis) is identification of the allergy triggers and
the sound but simple advice for the patient, when able, to stay
away from these triggers. However, this advice may not
always be practical.

Case in point - An individual can stay away from dogs and
cats, he/she cannot stay away from dust mites. Easy as it may
sound, identification and removal of allergy triggers is key in
management. The advent of RAST testing (a simple blood test
that identifies allergy triggers) has made this simple. However,
since many of the medications to treat allergies are safe and
easy to take, the usual approach is to simply place a patient on
a daily allergy medication and see if the symptoms go away.

Allergen Treatment

Pharmacological intervention is called for when these triggers
cannot be identified and/or removed. There is a multitude of
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treatment available, all claiming to be bigger and better.

Decongestants are agents in which the mechanism of action
involves vasoconstriction of the nasal blood vessels. Many of
these are available OTC (over the counter). The down side is
rebound nasal congestion and a high incidence of other effects.
Although decongestants are effective in treating nasal conges-
tion, they are ineffective in relieving sneezing and itching.

To provide better relieve most health care professionals admin-
ister decongestant in combination with non-sedating antihista-
mines. Several combinations are available including fexofena-
dine and loratadine. Decongestants are most likely better used
to treat the common cold.

Antihistamines are selective HI receptor antagonists that
block the binding of histamine at its receptor site. In addition,
some antihistamines appear to inhibit the releases of inflam-
matory mediators. The second generation of antihistamines are
considered first line defense. These are non-sedating. This has
been a major breakthrough in allergy care.

These non-sedating medications are available from your health
care provider. Antihistamines provide rapid relieve and are
long acting. They are safe for long term and seasonal use and
tend to have no cardiac effects or drug interactions.

Mast cell stabilizers interrupt the allergic process by blocking
the break down of mast cells, thereby blocking the release of
allergic and inflammatory mediators. Mast cell stabilizers are
a main stay in the management of asthma and can play a vital
role in the management of allergies.

Mast cells are limited by their short duration (less than six
hours) and the need to administer before the allergic symptoms
develop. These are safe with a dry cough being the most
reported side effect. These too are only available from your
health care provider.

Nasal Corticosteroids are becoming the real star in the man-
agement of SAR. Available only by perspiration, a puff to each
nostril everyday can provide daily relief. A very important
point: this medication takes about a week to work and taking
it more than once a day will cause a worsening of symptoms.

Nasal Corticosteriods prevent allergies’ symptoms. One
downside is the long onset of action. With the exception of
mometasone and fluticasone, the onset of action is 12 hours
and may require several days before a real response is seen.
Nasal steroids deliver poor relief for ocular symptoms.
Therefore, nasal steroids are often given in combination with
oral antihistamines.

Immunotherapy is useful for selected patients for whom trig-
gered allergens are unavoidable. The goal of immunotherapy
1s to desensitize the patients to particular allergens through a
series of injections that have progressively increasing doses of
the triggering allergens.

Immunotherapy is usually a long-term commitment continued
for 3-5 years. The treatment is generally well tolerated with

Continued on page 6
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CHAMBER FINANCE

Obtaining a Copy of your
Credit Report Essential to
Maintaining a Good Credit
Rating

by Mark A. Swaim

HOUSTON - We all know the value of having a good credit
rating. It gets you better interest rates on credit cards, car
loans, and mortgages. Employers often check credit reports for
perspective employees and banks will check your credit report
before they open an account. What many of us don’t know,
however, is how to maintain a good credit report.

Of course, what many people will tell you is that all that you
have to do to get and maintain a good credit report is to pay all
of your bills on time. Simple as that sounds, it’s not always
possible and doesn’t always work. Maintaining a good credit
rating takes more energy than just paying your bills on time.
You should periodically review your credit report. The purpose
of this review is twofold. It both puts you on notice of any mis-
takes in the report, and allows you to become familiar with
what kinds of information are reported.
There are three leading “consumer reporting agencies” (CRA’s)
in the United States. They are Equifax, Experian (formerly
TRW), and Trans Union. You can either write to each of them
for a copy of your report (they’ll charge $8 each), or you can go
to www.yourcredit.com and, for $29 receive a combined report
from all three CRA's. The report comes with the necessary
forms to dispute any discrepancies. You should review the report
very carefully. It will come with instructions on how to read it,
as well as instructions on how to dispute any discrepancies.
The Federal Fair Credit Reporting Act is designed to promote
accuracy, fairness, and privacy of information in the files of
every CRA. This law gives consumers certain rights, as out-
lined below.
*  You must be notified if information in your file has been
used against you, such as to deny you credit.
*  You have the right to find out what is in your file.

*  You can dispute inaccurate information and the burden is
on the CRA to verify any disputed information.

* Inaccurate information must be corrected or deleted.

* You can dispute inaccurate items with the source of the
information. If a creditor is notified that you dispute the
information, then the creditor may not report the informa-
tion without reporting that it is disputed.

* Outdated information must be purged. A CRA may not
report negative information that is more than seven years
old; ten years for bankruptcies.

* Access to your file is limited. It is usually limited to credi-
tors, insurers, employers, landlords, or other businesses.

*  Your consent is required for reports provided to employers,
or reports that contain medical information.

*  You may choose to exclude your name from CRA lists for
unsolicited credit and insurance offers.
You may seck damages from violators.
A good credit report is a valuable asset. Like most assets, how-
ever, it does not appreciate without some effort on your part.
Your credit report can have a snowball effect, for better or
WOrse.

A good report will get you lower interest rates, save you money,
and enable you to more easily pay your bills. A bad report can
cause you to pay much higher rates, put more money down for
purchases, and make it harder to pay your bills on time, there-
by making your credit report even worse. The first step on the
road to maintaining good credit is to order and review your
reports. So, what are you waiting for?

(Mark Swaim is a local attorney and partner in the law firm of
Baggott and Swaim, PC.)
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CHAMBER TRAVEL

From Here to Eternity, Rome
Exemplifies its Moniker as

‘The Eternal City’

Steeped in History, Rarefied with Art,

and Ripe with Personality, Rome’s

Beauty is Mystifying

by Dave Sharp

ROME - With Easter fast approaching and the Catholic Church cele-
brating the year 2000 as a holy year, what better time to go to Rome?
Not that there is really a bad time to go to Rome. Spring is Glorious
with the city in full bloom, fall and winter offer less tourists and bar-
gain airfares. August is the only time
not to go; even the Romans abandon
the city due to the oppressive heat.
During this heat wave, the Pope flees to
the Vatican’s summer residence and the
Romans flock to the seashore.

What you might notice about Rome
first. other than its outstanding beauty,
is that nothing seems to work well
there, Telephone service is spotty, pub-
lic transportation a real mess and traf-
fic, well; suffice it to say it is worse
than New York City.

Rome 1s still a government of ineffective bureaucracy; a city where
your tour guide will tell you with a straight face that Mussolini was
not such a bad guy and he did make the trains run on time. That alone
should convince you to avoid the topic of politics during your stay.
Americans and Italians are not on the same wavelength when it comes
to polemics.

[nterestingly, the city literally closes down from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. The
Romans nap so they can dine late. Dinner is served
late here and Romans are night people. Public
transportation is confusing and difficult. Stay in

the Roman Forum. Centuries later Michelangelo Buonarroti painted
the ceiling in the Cappella Sistina, and in modern times, Federico
Fellini filmed La Dolce Vita and 8 at Cinecitta Studios.

Rome is all things to all people. You'll find pieces of Ancient Rome
casually strewn about, topped by Medieval and Renaissance Rome.
topped by Fascist Rome and finally today’s Rome, where decades of
political apathy are giving way to a revitalized city.

Ancient Romans, Vandals, Popes and the Borgias, Michelangelo and
Gianlorenzo Bernini, Napoleon, and Mussolini all left their physical
and spiritual marks on the city. Today its people uphold Rome’s for-
midable legacy, history knit into the fabric of their everyday life.
Students walk dogs in the park that was once the mausoleum of the
family of the Emperor Augustus; Raphaelesque Madonna’s line up for
buses on busy corners; a priest in flowing robes walks through a
medieval piazza talking on a cell phone.

Modern Rome has one foot in the past, one in the present — a delight-
ful stance that allows you to have an
espresso in a square designed by
Bernini, then take the Metro back to
. your hotel renovated
* Renaissance palace.

room in a

“When you first come here you assume
that you must burrow about in ruins and
prowl in museums to get back to the
~days of Numa Pompilius or Mark
Anthony,” observed Maud Howe, in
her book, Roma Beata. “It is not neces-
¥ sary; you only have to live, and the
common happenings of daily life —
yes, even the trolley car and your bicycle - carry you back in turn to
the Dark Ages. to the early Christians, even to prehistoric Rome.”
Vatican City, an independent nation, is in Rome and deserves at least
a full day. Here is the seat of the Catholic Church. Great works of art
live here to be seen only once in a lifetime. The Vatican Museums
require a full day.
Take a day trip to Florence. Easily booked at your hotel, you will
leave at 6 a.m. for a glorious trip through the
Italian countryside. You will pass the Popes sum-
mer residence and many quaint Italian towns. In
Florence, you will behold many works of art, the

hotel near the major attractions you wish to see and
walk. Rome 1s meant to be walked. For longer
trips, book day trips from your hotel. They are well
planned and reasonably priced. If at all possible,
do not drive under any circumstances.

However you arrive in Rome, by train or plane,
you can tell by the traffic that you are entering a
grand city. All paths lead to Rome. As you enter
the city proper, edifices, icons, and images to
match your expectations take shape: a bridge with
heroic statues along its parapets; a towering cake
of ornate marble decorated with allegorical figures
in extravagant poses; a piazza and an obelisk under
an umbrella of pine trees; a massive marble arena,
even bigger than you imagined. that you realize
with awe is the fabled Colosseo.

More than Florence, more than Venice, Rome is
Italy’s treasure trove, packed as it is with masterpicces from more
than two millennia of artistic achievement — for this is where

Republican Rome once bustled around the extravagant buildings of

Trevi Fountain

most outstanding being Michelangelo’s David.

While in Florence, shop. One of the few bargains

. left in Europe leather goods and gold are bargain

priced in Florence. Back in Rome, walk the streets

and behold a city where old meets new. Stroll the

- Piazza’s, enjoy the varied cuisine.

Eating pizza off the street provides a very unigue

and very different experience than dining out on

American pizza. The two have few similarities.

Wine is the nation’s beverage. A bottle of table

wine is likely to cost less them a bottle of water.

Mixed drinks are foreign here. So. when in Rome

% do as the Romans.

# Don’t forget: Legend has it that if you throw a
coin in Trevi Fountain, you will always return to
Rome.

Rome is like no other European Capital, steeped in history, rarefied

with art, ripe with personality. Precisely why they call it “The

Eternal City.”
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CHAMBER FEATURE

Millennium Marks 18th Year for

Successful Community Clothier
by J.C. Michalek

HOUSTON - Fashion never goes out of style. That is to say the
general concept of fashion. To be sure certain fashions come in
and go out of style on a regular basis. Hence, it is the retailer
that can best ascertain which fashions will be the season’s
hottest garments that determines their overall success. One of
those clothiers is Basic Brothers in Montrose.

It's been more than 18 years since local retail proprietors
Richard Wiederholt and Jerry Prox opened their doors for busi-
ness. The year was 1982. Ronald Reagan was president,
Michael Jackson was indeed the King of Pop, Cheers was a bar
where everybody knew your name and the country was in the
midst of a recession that let the air out of Houston’s boom.
Nevertheless, a community resale shop targeted to the gay
community celebrated its grand opening featuring rare, eclec-
tic and just-like-new selections of tuxedos, US Army surplus
clothing, and Levi's 501s. It was the beginning of a legend we
know today as Basic Brothers.

Originally located at 1625 Richmond, the clothier moved to a
new location at 1220 Westheimer after seven short months of
operation. Before long, the “out and proud” community retail-
er expanded their inventory to include new clothing as well as
resale items.

By 1984, co-owner
Jerry Prox created
i the stores first line of
swimwear, thongs,
gymwear and cos-
tumes on their own
abel (Hot Line),
after learning how to
sew. In addition, the store continued to increase its inventory
to include costume attire, wigs and accessories for any occasion.

After five successful years in the industry, Basic Brothers
decided to discontinue its used clothing inventory in 1997 to
make room for its latest in swimwear, exotic dancewear, casu-
al wear, costumes and more drag. And, they moved their facil-
ities a few paces down the sidewalk to 1232 Westheimer where
they still reside to this day.

That same year Prox expanded the retailers Hot Line label into
a manufacturing company and soon became a force to be reck-
oned with in the design and production of men and women’s
swimwear this side of the Mississippi. Soon, they expanded
their exotic line of swim and dancewear nationally. By 1992,
the store sported a 16-Page full-color catalog for new and
numerous customers not only in the USA, but also in Japan,
Europe and Mexico.

Unfortunately, Prox was unable to see for himself the tremen-

v

dous success of his labor. In 1989, he passed on to another
plane of existence leaving Wiederholt to helm all three enter-
prises - Basic Brothers Clothing Stores,
Basic Brothers Mail Order Co., and Hot
Line Manufacturing. Shortly thereafter,
Wiederholt sold the mail order and Hot
Line businesses and focused his atten-
tion solely on the Montrose clothier and
its namesake website, www.basicbroth-
Ers.com.

Basic Brothers has been a staple in the

Montrose area for nearly two decades.

Managed by Ken Claude, a well-known
and respected community member, Basic
Brothers continues to thrive. The clothier carries the latest
fashions from the likes of Lucky, California Muscle, Verge,
Body Body, LA Sporting Club, Sauvage, Greg Perry and
2(x)ist.

Ken Claude
Store Manager

“It took us 15 years to get to where we are now. You’re welcome
to come in and see the variety of merchandise we offer - under-
wear, swim wear, club wear, high fashion, gym wear, casual
attire and Gay Pride merchandise,” says Wiederholt. “We also
offer a great selection of accessories such as sunglasses, belts,
watches, and jewelry.”

Despite all of its success, Wiederholt is still focusing on Basic
Brothers. In fact the store is looking forward to the year 2012
when they will be celebrating their 30th year of operation.
“Who knows what we’ll grow into by then,” laments
Wiederholt.

During the interim, stop by Basic Brothers and check out the
latest fashions. Tell them you read about their business in the
Chamber Newsletter. Go ahead — take your time, feel the fab-
ric and try something on.

CHAMBER HEALTH...Continued from page 3

early or delayed local reactions observed less than 2% of
the time.

The treatment of SAR in the office can be difficult. Your
healthcare provider can find the right combination of med-
ications to control your allergies. Many products are avail-
able. It is just a matter of choice for the right medication for
the right patient.

Allergies can be managed effectively. Being educated
about the many methods out there will help your healthcare
provider in treating you. Healthcare management is a team
effort with patient and provider working together for a
common goal.

Because allergies have an adverse impact on millions and
millions of people. patient with SAR should be taken seri-
ously. Aggressive treatment of SAR will lead to happy,
more satisfied patients, less loss to the business communi-
ty and happy healthier patients all the way around.
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CHAMBER REVIEWS
Liza’s ‘Minnelli on Minnelli’

“It was no great fragedy being Judy
Garland’s daughter. 1 had tremen-
dously interesting childhood years-
except they had little to do with

being a child.” —Liza Minnelli

by Rusty C. Stuart
ENTERTAINMENT - At the age of
seven, Liza Minnelli made her first
appearance at New York’s renowned
Palace with her mom, the legendary
Judy Garland; by eleven, she had PO e
already become adept at coping with Judy’s boozy stabs at sui-
cide. At nineteen, she was on Broadway, and she became the
youngest actress to win a Tony (Flora, The Red Menace).

Singing and dancing in nightclubs and London’s Palladium,
recording albums, and appearing on TV, Minnelli’s exuberant
talent quickly made her an international star. At twenty-three,
she won an Oscar nomination as a dramatic actress, for her
second film. The Sterile Cuckoo, and, at twenty-six, took home
the statue for Cabarer.

Subsequently, Tonys and Emmys piled up rapidly for a TV spe-
cial (Liza with a Z), a stage show, and another Broadway produc-
tion. She piled up difficult lovers with equal speed: Peter Sellers,
Desi Amaz, Jr., a Parisian nobleman, and a Brazilian playboy.

First husband Peter Allen turned out to be gay, and she left her
second husband, Jack Haley, Jr., for Scorsese. A third mar-
riage, to sculptor Mark Gero, produced miscarriages and a
third divorce. In 1984, the Betty Ford Clinic provided detox
from drugs and booze. A few years later, hamming it up again,
Minnelli toured with Sinatra and in her own new stage act.

True, she inherited her mother’s great piercing voice and teary,
twitchy vivacity; we can be thanktul that the mother-to-daugh-
ter legacy didn’t include Garland’s shaky instinct for survival.

Now, she’s back - on Broadway. On December 8th, 1999 Liza
once again took the stage at the Palace theater to do the songs
of her father in a show called Minnelli on Minnelli. Recorded
for history, the CD gives us Liza in all her glory, again.

Perhaps true Liza fans were so worried about this comeback
because of location. It was a night where ghosts walked the
earth. Liza had performed here with her mother. Her mother
would be digitally resurrected for a duet. And dear Judy’s last
and most terrible performance took place in 1968 at the Palace.
Judy was drunk, late and fell.

What would happen to Liza? We should not have worried. At
the end of the first night she had 12 standing ovations with all
of Hollywood royalty present. Does Minnelli on Minnelli rep-
resent her best work? Well, of course not. She is no longer
young, has had two hip replacements and abused her body
with drugs and booze.

But none of that matters, because it’s LIZA!! Liza is a living leg-
end, the comeback kid, and we relate with her difficult life. The
choice of music is good, and shows off an older Liza, who is still
in good voice. What is missed on the CD is Liza's presence.
Listening to Liza and seeing Liza are two very different things
Liza has a stage presence like that of her mother. At the end,
no one would say Judy sang well. But it was Judy and she still
packed them in. Well, Liza has done better than that. She can
still sing, move a little and still has that magic sparkle that sep-
arates a star from a Diva. And Liza is a Diva.

Simply put, Liza’s new work is extraordinary. Indeed, Liza is
extraordinary. And, why wouldn’t she be, she comes from an
extraordinary family. Buy this CD. It was worth the wait. You
will enjoy her throaty renditions of all your favorite show
tunes. After all, its Liza, isn’t that enough?
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CHAMBER EVENT...Continued from page 1

working tirelessly to maximize the enormous advantage and poten-
tial gain that stems from unbridled momentum.

Still in its infancy, the Empower event (in its fourth year) has con-
tinued to grow in the number of vendors and the number of atten-
dees. Last year’s event drew an unprecedented 5.000 attendees and
the committee hopes to exceed 7,500 attendees at the 2000 event.

Ever expanding, Empower 2000 will incorporate many successful
elements of prior exhibitions and debut a host of new concepts as
well. In addition to the perennial Business Marketplace, Job fair
and Health Fair conferences, the committee plans an eclectic array
of Performing and Visual Art displays and events, as well as Sports
and Outdoors venues.

“Previous vendors have already been contacted and given early
registration discounts,” according to Co-Chair Coy Tow. “Our ven-
dors are increasing booth space, reserving advertising in the
resource guide. and taking advantage of this great event! We
already have over one third of our vendors from 1999 pre-paid and
we expect all of the sponsors to return as well.”

The heightened awareness of the powerful economic clout of gay
and lesbian individuals, which has been steadily reported in main-
stream media outlets, has prompted many corporations to serious-

ly consider the benefit of marketing to, and being supportive of,
gay and lesbian consumers in an ever increasing competitive mar-
ket.

Combined with the success of past Empower expositions, this
mindset has allowed the business exposition to grow, thereby
affording the Chamber to take on new and exciting opportunities to
showcase the benefits of conducting business with the GLBT com-
munity.

“The Greater Houston Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce
invites new ideas, and welcomes suggestion from both the profit
and non-profit communities to assure this event promotes the full
diversity of our great community,” says Tow. “If what your organ-
ization or business needs i1s access to loyal consumers then
EMPOWER 2000 is the event to seize that opportunity.”
(EMPOWER 2000 will be held at the George R. Brown Convention
Center, Sunday, October 8, 2000. To receive current information,
pricing and/or details about participation, contact the Chamber
Hotline at 713-523-7576. Empower 2000 is one of the largest expo-
sitions in the United States dedicated to reaching and promoting
the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender communities. )
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CHAMBER SPOTLIGHT.. Continued from page 1

In 1989, Gregory Boyd became the alley’s Artistic Director,
signaling a new era for theatre in Houston and, indeed, the
country. By focusing on the Alley’s core company of actors,
and an internationally known
group of Associate Artists,
Boyd has shaped the Alley
into one of the nations most
innovative professional resi-
dent theatre companies.

The Program

Paul R. Tetreault earned a
Bachelor of Science in
Theatre Arts from Emerson
College in Massachusetts,
Throughout his graduate studies, Mr. Tetreault served as spe-
cial assistant to the executive director at Brooklyn Center for
the Performing Arts at Brooklyn College where he maintained
the operating and university department budgets.

Gregory Boyd & Paul Tetreault

in front of the Alley Theatre.

Later in life, he assumed the position of general manager at
Berkeley Repertory Theatre, a $4 million LORT (League of
Resident Theatres) company and, later yet, the director of
entertainment finance at Madison Square Garden while also
consulting for the Crossroads Theatre Company.

Mr. Tetreault, a member of Phi Alpha Tau and past president of
the Brooklyn College Managers for the Arts, moved to
Houston in 1994 to join Gregory Boyd at the helm of the Alley
Theatre. As managing director, he is responsible for the the-
atre’s financial and administrative operations including mar-
keting and development. Mr. Tetreault also serves as the chair-
man of the Houston Theatre District Association.
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Alley Exclusive

In an extraordinary coup, the Alley Theatre will produce the
U.S. premier of a major new work by America’s preeminent
playwright, Edward Albee.

Directed by Mr. Albee and featuring Marian Seldes (recent
Tony nominee for Ring Round the Moon and recipient of Tony
Award for Albee’s A Delicate Balance) and Earle Hyman (Off
Broadway’s Driving Miss Daisy), The Play About the Baby
follows a young couple who appear to have just had a child.
When an older man and woman enter, the stage is set for an
unpredictable turn of events. Part puzzle play, part vaudeville,
The Play About the Baby, begins preview performances Friday,
April 7, opens Wednesday, April 12 and plays through May 6,
2000.

Albee has
received three
Pulitzer Prizes
in his 40 year
career and has
written more
than 25 plays
ranging from
the existential
The Zoo Story
and the bril-
liant Who's - Pl T S e
Afraid of Albee’s The Zoo Story
Virginia Woolf?, to the stunningly introspective Three Tall
Women. Albee, a broadway legend, also teaches at the
University of Houston and resides in the Bayou City part-time.

Roger Howard
An accredited member
of the International
Society of Appraisers

SRiverOaks

ANTIQUES

CENTER

2030 Westheimer
Houston, Texas 77098
713.5620.8238

Abbe L. Shiller/Personal Computer Consultant

“Attending to your needs in the Information Age”

¢ Certified QuickBooks
Professional Advisor

® Training

» Recommendations

* Software Support

2620-B S. Shepherd Drive
Suite 185

Houston, Texas 77098-1534
Tel./Fax: (713) 522-2782
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CHAMBER MEMBERS

Surge in Renewals and Continuous Outreach
Efforts Increase Membership

HOUSTON - The Greater Houston Gay and Lesbian Chamber of

Commerce has amassed a steady rise in its member base. The organ-
ization attributes its success to the highly successful EMPOWER
franchise and the outreach efforts of its board of directors.

In addition, the orgamzation’s Program Committee has drawn such nota-
bles as Sandy Rivera and Jim Mclngvale to keynote their monthly din-
ner meetings under the stewardship of committee chair Clyde Williams.

Advantage Capital Corporation
Financial Services

Member Since 12/01/19935
Patrick McKee

5959 West Loop South, Suite 5325
Bellaire, Texas 77401
713.668.6009

prmckee@aol com

Healthcare Organizational & Strategic
Business Consultant

Business Consulting

Member Since 01/01/1996

Dyavid Arpin

3611 Graustark, #2

Houston, Texas 77006

T13.960.8008

darpin@ compuserve.com

Houston Voice

Publication

Member Since 01/01/1996
Mike Flermng

SO0 Lovett, Suite 200
Houston, Texas 77006
T13.529.8490

feedback @houstonvoice com

Iburon Systems
Computer Consulting
Member Since 02/01/19098
Daryl Hickman

PO Box 1024

Houston, Texas 77251
T13.868.9133

dhickman @ TiburonSystems.com

Viadvocate, Inc.

Viatical Settlements
Member Since (01/15/1999
Janet Cohen

5201 Bernardo de Galvez
Galveston, Texas 77351
409.744.3200

janelcohen@aol.com

Williams, Birnberg & Andersen LLLLF.
Attorney

Member Since 01/15/1999

Mitchell Katine

6671 SW Frwy #303

Houston, Texas 77074

T13.981.9595

mkating @ wha-law.com

Douthit Design Group
Graphic Design

Member Since 03/01/1999
Dwight Douthit

2010 Commonwealth St.
Houston, Texas T7006-1804
713.526.2712
ddouthit@aol.com

Gay Men's Chorus of Houston
Mon Profit

Member Since 02/01/199%
David Faber

PO Box 5410044

Houston, Texas 772541004
T13.521.7464

info@gmch.org

Green/White Advisors
Financial Services

Member Since 01/01/1996
William Green, CPA, CFP
1225 N, Loop West, Suite 1030
Houston, Texas 77008
T13.869.1144

bgreen @ moneysmart_com

Image Cleaners

Dry Cleaners

Member Since 11/01/1997
George Froming

3407 Montrose, Suite B4
Houston, Texas 77006

T13.527.0880

Nurse

Member Since 01/18/1996
Cary Russell

13939 Telge

Cypress, Texas 77429
281.304.9304

TheMaleNurse @ hotmail.com

Schroder, Rick

Shell Oil Company
Member Since 12/02/1995
Rick Schroder

1819 Augusta Drive, #431
Houston, Texas 77057
713.241.8922
raschroder @shellus.com

Executive & Professional Assoc. of Houston
Non-Profit

Member Since LA 1907

Carlos Reyes

PO Box 130227

Houston, Texas 77219

TI3. 8695002

decatering @ infohwy.com

House of Coleman

Printing, Graphics & Copy Writing
Member Since 12/01/1995
Marion E. Coleman

901 W, Alabama

Houston, Texas 77006

hacprint @ acl.com

K. Griff Investi
[nvestigative Service
Member Since |2/01/1995
Kathy Griffin

4106 McDuffie Street
Houston, Texas TT098-3420
7135267711
Kgnif@pdqg.net

gations

Muoore and Hunt, Attorneys
Allomey

Member Since 02/05/1996
Debra Humt

PO Box 300788

Houston, Texas 772300788
F13.5322.4282

debbiehunt @ compuserve.com

“It is important that members look forward to the monthly dinner
meetings,” explains Williams. “That’s why we have been working
very hard to bring people who will energize our community and

those who support our community.”

Williams also said she believed attendance would increase while the
meetings were held at Sonoma’s, a popular New York style supper
club in the Montrose area. And, she said, it was important for mem-
bers to support other members of the Chamber in a good faith effort
to demonstrate the benefits of being a member.

Following is a complete list of individuals and businesses that have

Peden Business Group
Business Consulting
Member Since 02/01/1999
Johnny Peden

1M Seaspray Court #1086
Houston, Texas 77008

TI3. 8805647
Mi1269@aol.com

Warwick Hotel
Hospitality

Member Since 01/19/1998
Giary Baumann

5701 Main Street
Houston, Texas 77005
394512

et |onet

Community Comunicalions Network
Telecommunications

Member Since 02/01/2000

John Lang

17150 Butte Creek Drive

Houston, Texas 77090

2R1.587.1100

jroberts @ virlualnetworkcompany.com

Deborah M. Denson, LMSW-ACP
Psychotherapist

Member Since 0340172000
Dehorah Denson

F100Weslayan, Suite 300
Houston, Texas 77027
281.650.4596
dmdenson@anl.com

Enron Corporation
Community Relations
Member Since 02/01/2000
Deb Gebhardt

140} Smith Street
Houston, Texas 77007
7138539600
deb_gebhardt@enron.com

Exec/Pro International, Inc.
Accounting & Staff Placement
Member Since 03/01/2000
Rantz Wagner

2513 South Gessner Road, #430
Houston, Texas 77063
832.541.8007

Baldemar Rodnguez, Jr.
Member Since 02/01/2000
Baldemar Rodriguez. Jr.

PO Box 772

Pasadena, Texas 77501
T13.477.9446
baldemarrodriguez @ latino,com

Anita Renteria

Individual

Member Since 02/01/2000
Anita Rentena

314 Byme Street
Houston, Texas 77000

joined or renewed the Chamber in March:

J. Roe Photography

Photography - Fine Art/PortraitWedding
Member Since 02/01/2000

Janet Roe

409 Byme Street

Houston, Texas 77009

713.861.3538

jsri@ swhell.net

John Steven Kellett Foundation
Grant Making

Member Since 02/01/2000
John Kellent

PO Box 66574

Houston, Texas 77266-0574
T13.529.8363

kellett@aol.com

Larry French Enterprises
Flumber

Member Since 03/01/2000
Larry French

2203 Hiaheah

Houston, Texas 77018
713.956.7733

Manfred Dehmer

Individual

Member Since 03/01/2000
Manfred Dehmer

1701 Hermann Dirive #2104
Houston, Texas 77004
T13.528.7482

manfredd @ix netcom.com

FPersonal Computer Consultant
Compuier Training & Support
Member Since 03/01/2000

Abbe Shiller

2620-B 5. Shepherd Drive, PMB 185
Houston, Texas 77019

713.522.2782

abbe @ worldnet.att.net

PFLAG-Houston

Non Profit

Member Since 03/01/2000
Jeanne Edmonds

PO Box 53796

Houston, Texas 77032
713.867.9020

Progressive Health Care Services Inc.
Healtheare

Member Since 03/01/2000

Rose Schmitz, PT

3107 Fountain View

Houston, Texas 77037

713.052.2273

State Representative District #137
State Representative

Member Since 02/01/2000

Debra Danburg

PO Box 66602

Houston, Texas 77266
T13.520.8068

ddanburg @hypercon.com
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CHAMBER CALENDAR

A P R I L

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

MEETING AT

2 3 | Networking 4 5 6 | Newsletter 1 8
' Breakfast 7:30am Deadline
Le Peep s Shepherd ot Graenbior
Dinner Meeting
Guest Speaker
Pavl Tetreault
Socil & 00pm Dinner 7:(pm
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Board Meeting
6:30pm
Location TBA
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Palm Sunday Possover Good Friday
Easter Sunday 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Black Tie
November 11
30
Empower 2000 Christmas SongFest
October 7 and 8 December 3

Image... 7.=s2- (= CHASE
until they get s

t() kI]O?w YQU., | The right relationship is everything.s+
it's what’s on the e |
surface that counts. « Loan by Phone . . . ... ... 800-221-LEND
With that, do you want your House of Coleman | + 24 Hour Customer Service . . 713-216-7000
' image quickly splashed on paper’ Or €0 Eine Printing & Graphics * Chase Mortgages. . .. . . .. 713-216-HOME
vou wainl Howse of Coleman o ink a .1-Ir|--- - i = — e Sma“ BUS“’]QSS IIIIIIII 713_216_1720
03 ek 1S aka eas ok
* Hearing Impaired TDD . . . . . 713-216-7146

Over 140 branches statewide
HUBBARD 24-hour ATMs available at over
300 statewide locations

Financial Services, Inc.

Bookkeeping and Tax Service

— CHASE
(JJJ KATHY HUBBARD, EA PR.I.D.E.
DDD (713) 522-9000 leam |
FAX: (713) 526-6588 Where people make the difference

D ur-’ 2615 MONTROSE BOULEVARD

PO BOX 66588 ¢ HOUSTON, TX 77266-6588 member FDIC
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CHAMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Notes From the Board

The board of directors is always available to listen to your ideas, suggestions, or concerns about our growing organization. If you
would like to address the board at a board meeting, call the hotline at 713-523-7576 and ask to be put on the agenda to speak at a
board meeting held the 2nd Monday of each month.

The board is currently looking for members interested in becoming more involved in our chamber. If you are interested in
participating, or you know of anyone who is, please contact President Debbie Hunt at 713-522-4282. Positions available include
commiltee chairs, committee members, and/or any other assistance a member would be willing to provide to the chamber.

Newsletter Advertising

Again, we grow. For the third month in a row our newsletter has increased to 12 pages, thanks to member advertising and article
contributions. Remember, this is your newsletter, so if you have a submission you’d like included, contact the newsletter committee.
A one-month business card-size ad is only $30. If you reserve between 3-6 months, the monthly rate is only $25, and if you reserve
space for 7-12 months, your monthly rate is only $20. Call Marion E. Coleman at the House of Coleman at 713-523-2521.

Deadline for materials is the second Thursday of the month prior to publication.

CHAMBER TIPS

It is time to start paying attention to the prospective “First Pets™ as we enter the national election cam-
paign. Presently, Socks the cat and Buddy the dog are the nation’s First Pets. Texas Governor George
W. Bush has two cats and a dog named Spot. Spot is Millie's boy, former First Lady Barbara Bush’s
dog, so he was born in the White House. Vice-President Al Gore has no cats, but a black lab and a mutt

that Gore picked up injured at the side of the road. So there you have it, both candidates are pet lovers. |

Cody

e-mail: info@ghglcc.org

P.0. Box 66129
Houston, Texas
77266-6129
3 Y
L
Please Recydle

Address Correction Requested




GREATER HO (
GAY & LESBIAN

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

' Sandi Bubbert
Marion E. Coleman
Mike Fleming
Phyllis Randolph Frye
Richard Hill
Randy Mitchmore D.D.S.
Anita Renteria
Michael Tolleson
Cay Tow
Clyde Williams
Administrator
Kevin Davidson
Media Relations
Marion E. Coleman
Membership
Debra E. Hunt
Program
Clyde Williams
Networking
Gordon Bayless
Community Affairs
Randy Mitchmore
Education
Coy Tow
Fund Development
Sandi Bubbert
Finance
Rene Guerra
Empower 2000
Marion E. Coleman
Coy Tow
Ethics and Legal
Debra E. Hunt

v JUNE, 2000

"the Hingsact network

www.ghglcc.org

ESTATE PLANNING ...INSIDE... REMEMBERING
AND SAME SEX 3 TRANSSEXUALS 4 RICHARD 5
COUPLES AND THE LAW WIEDERHOLT

volume §, issue Vi v

JUNE CHAMBER MEETING

JUNE’S SPOTLIGHT is on Houston’s
Tourism. VIRGINIA N. FISHER, travel
professional and Director of Tourism for the
Greater Houston Convention and Visitors
Bureau is our featured speaker. Ms. Fisher
has invested four decades in the travel and
tourism industry. Following graduation
from high school in Dallas, she spent a sum-
mer in Mexico. She received a degree from
Tulane University and spent a year fulfilling
an internship at the University of Madrid
before commencing her career as a travel
agent in Dallas.

The agency position led to an inside sales
position with an international air carrier,
which immediately transferred her to
Houston. It was the early 60s, an exciting
time to be involved in Houston’s travel com-
munity with the building of the Astrodome,
the opening of Astroworld and the construc-
tion of Intercontinental Airport. The 70s
were spent in Missouri, where her responsi-
bilities of homemaker were coupled with
teaching tourism courses at St. Louis

University and St. Louis Community
College, a year with a major incentive house,
and seven years with one of the country’s
foremost international tour operators. The

opportunity to transfer to Houston came in
1984 and again, she moved in familiar cir-
cles within the Texas tourism industry,
applying her skills in sales and marketing
with the tour operator, then a major corpo-
rate travel company and the hotel industry,
before joining the Bureau in April.

She has developed relationships with CVB
representatives, airline personnel, travel
agents and tour operators and with the cor-
porate sector both domestically and interna-
tionally. Now a widow, she regrets only that
her husband, a thirty-year airline sales veter-
an, is not here to witness the current boom in
Texas tourism nor feel the energy and excite-
ment in Houston. With two grown sons
residing in the Metroplex and a daughter in
Houston, she now willingly shares her time,
her knowledge and her experience with all
around her. A positive influence on any
group and her depth of understanding of the
industry make June a meeting to anticipate.

For entertainment ONLY ONE WALTER
will be front and center. He has appeared at
Ovations, Post Oak Grill and J. R’s. See
you at Sonoma’s 1314 California Street.
Arrive at 6:00 to get the best networking in
and RSVP to ensure best price and prevent
dinner and program delays.

Due to the 4th of July holiday, our next meeting will be held
on July 11th at 6:00 PM at Sonoma, 1415 California.

Annuval Membership Dues
Individual $125.00
Business $200.00
Corporation $1,000.00

RSVP is required by June 1st at 713-523-7576. It's extremely important for us to coordinate our number of
participants, Please be responsible and make the RSVP calll The cost for the dinner meeting is $22 for
members and $235 for non-members or guests.

GHGLCC News is underwritten by Shell Chemical Company

The Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce advances the economic

; and cultural development and vitality of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and
P.O. Box 66129 supportive heterosexual businesses and organizations.

Houston, Texas 77266-6129 & a
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CHAMBER PRESIDENT

Founder’s Vision Continues

by Debbie Hunt
President, GHGLCC

The Chamber has lost a good friend and a great leader. Richard
Wiederholt’s life here on earth ended April 28, 2000. Among
the many things that Richard devoted himself to was our
Chamber. As one of the Chamber’s founders Richard provided
the vision and guidance to help the Chamber grow from just a
handful of members to the size we are today. Richard’s
involvement did not stop with just getting things started. He
continued to serve on the board of directors and in various offi-
cer positions. and was an integral part of each Empower event
that the Chamber has sponsored. It will take several people to
do all of the jobs that Richard did for our organization.
Multiply that void by the numerous groups that Richard
worked with, and you can see that he will be truly missed.

[ believe that Richard would be happy knowing that the
Chamber's various projects will continue in his absence.
Marion and Coy may be calling on some additional folks to
help take on Richard’s Empower 2000 tasks, so if you are con-
tacted or just want to join in on the fun, please consider vol-
unteering some time to help out.

I am pleased that Michael Tolleson of Michael Tolleson Designs
has agreed to join the Chamber board for the remainder of

Richard’s term and will be
assisting with membership
concerns. As one of his
first projects Michael will
be contacting member
businesses to participate in
our discount program. If
you are a business member
and would like to partici-
pate, there’s no need to
wait for his call. You can
contact Michael at (713)
201-2900.

Due to the apparent suc-
cess of moving our mem-
bership meetings to first Tuesdays at Sonoma Restaurant, the
board decided to extend this setup through July. We are still
making some adjustments in our new location to accommodate
our needs and help our program run smoother, but overall the
change has been favorable. Our June membership meeting will
feature Virginia Fisher of the Greater Houston Convention and
Visitor's Bureau. Please make plans to join us for what should
be a very informative meeting. And don’t forget to make your
reservations so we can get dinner served on time!

Debbie Hunt

CHAMBER PROFILE

Kathy Griffin

HOUSTON - Kathy Griffin is the owner of K. Griff
[nvestigations, a full service investigative agency providing
services to commercial business, the legal profession and
private individuals.

K. Griff Investigations & Civil Processing was founded in
1992 with only a handful of dedicated employees and a
mission to become one of the largest woman-owned
investigation agencies in Texas. In 1999, K. Griff
[nvestigations Inc. was awarded as one of Houston’s top 100
woman-owned businesses. They have grown to twenty-one
employees and currently serves most of the hospitals in the
Medical Center by providing background checks on every
potential employee they hire. K. Griff Investigations is also
one of only three vendors approved by the City of Houston to
provide surveillance on their worker’s comp cases and works
with many law firms to provide with all types of investigative
services.

Performing a criminal background check on a potential
employee or “spouse” has become a necessity in this day and
age. With the new era of Internet dating services and chat

“Pain nourishes courage. You can’t be brave if you've
only had wonderful things happen to you.”
—Mary Tyler Moore

rooms, these checks can at least “weed out” those who you
might want to get to know just a little bit more. It is always
better to be safe than sorry!

Ms. Griffin is often asked, “Is being an investigator just like it
is no the TV show “Snoops.” Her response is. “Well, not quite!
[t is certainly not as glamorous. Many days and nights are
spent inside a hot car watching people who we might suspect
of infidelity and catching them on film. However, it is
rewarding when you know you have helped someone out by
confirming that his or her suspicious feelings are indeed valid.

“Speaking of TV shows-there will be a great new show on this
fall called (believe it or not) ‘Cheaters.” I had the great
opportunity to work together with the producers of this show
to bring to you the live confrontations between a spouse (non-
discriminatory) and the cheater and the cheatee when they get
caught red handed. It’s sure to get everyone’s attention.”

Ms. Griffin invites all members and non-members who might
have any questions regarding pre-employment background
checks or personal matters to please call her office at 713-526-
7711. Confidentiality is always adhered to.
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CHAMBER FINANCE

WHY SAME-SEX COUPLES
NEED ESTATE PLANNING

by Mark A. Swaim
Attorney at Law, Baggott & Swaim

The ceremony over, the minister asks the beaming couple to turn
and face the crowd. An exuberant racket rises from the guests as
they happily cheer and applaud the couple’s union.

Besides the teetering stack of gifts wrapped in silver and white,
this couple shares a common bond with all newlyweds: the need
for an estate plan that reflects their newly-forged commitment to
one another.

But unlike their peers, this same-sex couple faces an urgency and a
host of complications that traditional spouses never encounter.

Same-sex marriages are not legally sanctioned in any state except
Vermont, making the vows the partners share in all other states a
moral—not legal—bond. As a result, the rights of inheritance, the
rights as next of kin, and a whole host of other prerogatives tradi-
tional couples may assume are denied the same-sex couple.

That’s why gay and lesbian couples must do what a wedding cer-
emony cannot yet do; legitimize their commitment to one anoth-
er with a legally binding contract giving them the rights hetero-
sexual couples take for granted. The good news is that it can be
handily done through the estate planning process.
GAY OR STRAIGHT, SOUND ESTATE PLANNING
SEEKS TO ACHIEVE THESE OBJECTIVES:

* To ensure that the person of your choice oversees your
personal and financial care if a serious illness or injury
keeps you from doing so yourself.

* To leave your estate to whom you want, not to whom the
state says you must.

* To prevent hostile family members from interfering with
your Estate Plan.

* To control how and when your designated heirs receive your
estate.

* To minimize estate taxes.

= To avoid probate, a potentially costly, time-consuming and
public legal proceeding.

While these goals are important to everyone, for gays and les-
bians they have even greater priority.

Unless you've made plans ahead of time, for example, a devastating
injury or illness can throw you squarely in the middle of a legal
nightmare called Living Probate, also known as a guardianship pro-
ceeding. That's when a court determines whether you should be
declared legally incompetent, and if so, who should be placed in
charge of your personal and financial care.

At a time like this, most of us would want our life partner to over-
see our care. Who else knows our wishes and fears as well, and is
thus in the best position to speak for us when we cannot? But
without a plan in effect ahead of time, other relatives may have a
greater legal right to that role. Or the court may appoint a profes-
sional guardian—quite possibly a total stranger. In either case,
your lover could be shut out of your affairs and forced to watch
from the sidelines as others make critical decisions regarding
your care.

When it comes to inheritance, once again the law weighs in on the

side of tradition and ignores the personal commitments you've
made.

Unless you’ve left behind other instructions, at death your estate
will go to those individuals whom the state decides are your legal
heirs. That could, for instance, mean that all your worldly goods
pass to a parent you haven’t spoken to in 20 years, while your part-
ner of the last two decades is left out in the cold.

Nearly as bad can be what occurs if you and your lover own prop-
erty as tenants in common. In that event, your lover could sud-
denly become an unwilling financial partner with a hostile parent,
estranged child or some other relative who inherits your interest
in the shared asset.

One reason that both gays and straights in non-traditional unions
fail to make plans for the distribution of their property after they
die is the mistaken assumption that those they leave behind will
be civilized and work things out among themselves. Somehow
they expect parents and partners who didn’t get along while they
were alive will suddenly reconcile in their shared grief after their
death.

In real life, that rarely happens. Consider that the loss of a loved
one 1s often a watershed for a lifetime of emotions. If there were
hard feelings before, grief often exacerbates them. Far from think-
ing clearly, many of us deal with these overwhelming feelings in
highly charged, sometimes even irrational ways.

The kindest thing you could do for those you love is to clearly lay
down your wishes well ahead of time. It’s the best way to ensure that
your loved ones—all of them—receive what you want them to from
your estate. It’s also the best way to minimize estate taxes as well as
control how and when your estate is distributed.

Here's one last reason why estate planning should be high on your
list of priorities:

Most of us would prefer to keep our private affairs just that— pri-
vate. And that’s as true in death as in life. It’s nobody’s business
whom we love, how much we owe and to whom, and what we’ve
left behind. Yet, all those details—and much more —could easily
become the fodder of gossips and snoops if you don’t plan your
estate properly.

If you die without any estate plan at all, or if you use a Will to dis-
pose of your property, your estate will go through probate. This
legal proceeding can be time-consuming, costly, and always pub-
lic. It can also be bureaucratic and annoying. Most people want to
spare their loved ones this arduous experience.

A Revocable Living Trust. on the other hand, avoids probate.
Quietly and discreetly, your property is distributed to whom you
want, in the way you want, when you want. Your private affairs
remain that way. A Revocable Living Trust also helps you avoid
guardianship proceedings, so you can designate the person of
your choice to manage your financial affairs and personal care
should you become disabled.

Wise estate planning can help you achieve control over your
affairs, both in life and in death. And for the same-sex couple, it
allows you to enjoy the same rights that husbands and wives take
for granted.
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CHAMBER SCOPE

Transsexual Case May Radically
Change Many Other Laws:

Homophobia Alive and Well in
Texas Appellate Courts

by Phyllis Randolph Frye

A case pending in the Texas Supreme Court may radically
affect the rights of the transsexual community, specifically
those in relationships bound by marriage. In the case of
Littleton vs. Prange, a Texas woman is tighting for the right to
sue over the wrongful death of her husband. Although the
grounds for the lawsuit are not unusual, the case is weighed
down with a complication that blurs the line between same-sex
and opposite-sex marriage. Mrs. Littleton is a transsexual.

Over twenty years ago, Littleton underwent male-to-female
corrective genital surgery and ten years later married a man in
Kentucky who knew of her past. The couple moved back to
Texas and lived happily together until three years ago when her
husband died of an alleged medical malpractice. As the sur-
viving spouse, Mrs. Littleton sued for wrongful death.

Homophobia raised its head. The doctor’s insurance lawyers
argued that although Mrs. Littleton has had female genitalia
for over 20 years, she was still male by chromosomes (which
have never been tested). In truth, the lawyers contend, Mrs.
Littleton was in a same-sex matriage. Since same-sex mar-
riages are not recognized, Mrs. Littleton’s marriage was void
of any legal rights and consequently, she had no grounds to
sue. A summary judgment went against Mrs. Littleton.

The trial court in San Antonio agreed with the insurance com-
pany as did the 4th Appeals Court in San Antonio who went on
to use the case to denounce same-sex marriage in the name of
“our Creator” as provided for by the federal Defense of
Marriage Act (D.OM.A.). The Texas Supreme Court denied
the initial petition for discretionary review. Littleton vs. Prange
remains in the Texas Supreme Court on a motion for rehearing.
Mrs. Littleton and the Texas Human Rights Foundation hired
Attorneys Alyson Meiselman of Maryland and Phyllis
Randolph Frye of Texas. They obtained an extension to file for
rehearing and have filed that Motion for Rehearing.
Meiselman is working with a team of volunteers across the
nation on a brief that, with adjustment, can be used in Texas if
the Motion for Rehearing is granted.

Frye is representing Littleton on the Texas Supreme Court
level and in the event of an unfavorable ruling, Meiselman will
take the case to the US Supreme Court.

The case is already having repercussions in Texas. In Austin, a
female-to-male transsexual married a woman. The couple cre-
ated a family of offspring through artificial insemination and
adoption. The couple eventually divorced and shared visitation
rights with the children. However, the ex-wife has since “found

v

religion” and is using the 4th Court’s decision to declare her
marriage void for reasons similar to Littleton’s. She contends
that her former female-to-male transsexual ex-husband has no
legal rights to the children.

The text of the Motion for Rehearing in the Littleton v. Prange
case was filed on 18 April 2000. It can be read in its entirety
on Mrs. Littleton’s web site found at http://christielee.net. The
Motion is located in the “Filings™ link. At your first reading of
the Motion, please note the following along with endnotes 2,
3,9,12, 13 and 14:

“Moreover, this case deserves to be resolved on a full factual
record developed during a trial on the merits. As the court of
appeals’ opinion indicated, there are only a handful of report-
ed cases addressing this issue world wide. Given this shortage
of authority, if allowed to stand, the court of appeals’ opinion
will be cited in common-law countries around the world.|7]
Thus, the court of appeals’ simplistic approach has the poten-
tial to adversely impact the legal sex of individuals around the
world.[8] For this case to be cited around the world, all the
while it violates a Texas statute, the Texas Constitution and the
Constitution of the United States [9] and is at odds with the
American Medical Association [10] and possibly the Human
Genome Project [11], could be embarrassing for the state.”

The irony of this case is that when the 4th Appeals Court’s rea-
soning is carried through by lawyers in future litigation, it will
hurt far and away more non-LGBT folks in Texas than the
transsexuals (and by implication LGBs) it was designed to hurt.

Thus far, the Motion has been posted on lists around the world.
These lists include several for law professors. A law professor
from England has sent an unsolicited letter to the Texas
Supreme Court detailing how bad the 4th Appeal Court’s deci-
sion is. The San Antonio Express-News published an article
on 4/9/00 about the 4th Appeal Court’s decision’s adverse
effects. (Both are available on the web site.)

Win or lose, this case will be used as a future guide for the
education of law students, litigators and LGBT activists in var-
ious areas of law that affect transgendered persons and in the
preservation of error for appellate endeavors. The primary text
deals with summary judgment practice. The endnotes deal
with adverse effects of discriminatory rulings on general pub-
lic policy, health law, tort law, estoppel by prior actions, fami-
ly Taw, prison law, insurance law, civil rights and constitution-
al law, and civil procedure.

This Motion’s text is truly a “team product.” It is a true reflec-
tion of the input of over a dozen lawyers (mostly transgender
but also LGB), law students and legal assistants. The trans-
gender community, through its openly-out transgender lawyers
and their good friends. has reached a “critical mass™ such that
it will be fighting more frequently and more successfully in the
courts and in the legislatures for its legal and civil rights

Updates on this case are

http://christielee.net.

frequently posted at
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CHAMBER REMEMBRANCE

Richard J. Wiederholt

June 9, 1942 — April 28, 2000

“The birds are flying Grandpa around —
he is with the clouds, stars, moon, rainbows, and angels.”

Sean

3]

“You will always be my angel
— Karie

Richard, T Give You My Heart
I give you my honesty, my loyalty, my devotion, sincerity, my
helplessness, my strength, my endurance, my shyness,
my weaknesses, my happiness, my sadness, my fears,
my knowledge, my inquisitiveness, my truth, and
my feelings on a morning as the sun rises and my feelings as
I look up at the sky as the sun sets, the joy at looking at time
as it arrives and the sadness as the time ends.
I give you my heart.
I love you, Richard.
I miss you!

Richard J. Wiederholt

—Ian

eI, » . . . . . T
& The softness of your eyes and the gentleness of your voice will be sorely missed around The Acadian Bakers. We
o+ will miss your friendship and your smile.

—Sandi Bubbert and her staff

i Richard was the kindest and wisest person that | knew. He provided great support to me personally through our
< friendship and to the community at large by his being involved in so many important activities. While he is
already greatly missed, I know that his love and presence will continue to be felt by all who knew him and by many
who did not. Thank you, Richard, for staying wirh us as long as you could.

—Daniel Boudreaux, DC

Through tough times you always wore a smile. Caring about others was more your style. We'll miss your gentleness, kindness
and love which embraced us all around. We'll mourn and miss yvou, but your fond memories will abound.
—Marion E. Coleman

1 stood on the shore of an ocean of leaders, searching for ways to succeed

A many great people were riding the waves, but they were going too fast for my speed
Disappointed, for I was too quiet and shy; I thought I was out of my league

Then I met a man who would give me hope, not so much by his words but his deeds

A man, sort of quiet, yet assertive and strong

A man who could teach me the rights from the wrongs
A man who did not need to be loud to be heard

A frue man of wisdom, Richard Wiederholt.

He taught me that my thinking was enough to succeed
Thar I didn't have to vell to be a great lead.

I thank you Dear Richard, for giving me new light
For showing me how to guietly fight.

I stand on the shore with an ocean of leaders all the better for knowing this man.

—Rene Guerra
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Last Month’s Program...

The May program was packed full. Gerry Quiones
and Regina Dotson provided “unforgettable” enter-
tainment. Rick Schroder and Vickie McClanahan
gave a sincere protrayal of being “Out in Corporate
America” and continuing to self-identify as gay or
lesbian. Although some progressive companies like
Shell are spending monies to foster support pro-
grams for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered
persons, many employees are too afraid or compla-
cent to participate. We urge you to participate in
these programs. Many thanks from the CHAMBER
BOARD to all who participated in the May program.

&_) June 18th (%

Happy
Father’'s Day!

CHAMBER seeks
Logo Redesign!

The GHGLCC is seeking proposals for a
redesigned logo. Interested designers are
asked to contact Anita Renteria at
713/861-3612 for details and guidelines.
Bids will be solicited from Chamber
members first, so please hurry if you're
interested!

Is Your Relationship in Trouble?

Dr.Maria Minicucci and the Center for Cre-
ativity Knowledge and Change specializes
in conflict resolution/mediation for couples,
groups and organizations. Let us help your
organization move to the next level of effec-
tiveness with team building and effective
communication skills.

This is an innovative approach to conflict
resolution and mediation developed
through 20 years of experience working
with couples, groups, and organizations
in conflict.
This method 1s:
* Results oriented
® Short Term (generally 6-12 sessions)
= Affordable
Is your relationship is worth it?
Maria E. Minicucci, Phd.
Human Behavior Specialist

3959 W. Loop South, Suite 525 « Bellaire, TX 77401
713/592-5262

E-mail: drmeam@cs com

SwiiLey-Humson's #|

i

i QUAIIIY STANDS QuT! ™

BUYING, SELLING, AND
RELOCATION SPECIALIST!

713.869.6142

Voice Mail
713-642-4300

View our web page at

www.RichardHill.com

Swille b A ) Email: Richard@RichardHill.com

AMERIQUEST
» MORTGAGE

—_ Sarirev ANY
Tommye L. Rodgers

Account Executive

1155 Dairy Ashford, Suite 214, Houston, TX 77079
Phone (281) 558-2223 Fax (281) 558-2227 Pager (281) 434-1190
Toll Free (888) 326-5407 www.ameriquest.net

Voted Nation's Best Local Gay&Lesbian Magazine— 1998 Vice Versa Awards

(JutvSmart

Houston's Laay and Loshian M:gum : ,Ifg W’kﬂmg w’rb
3 limes e‘fw‘ePWW’

‘g}Llne }gztS()urce

InPrint {P

M A G AZINE w

mﬂ Hafsmvss*.v T
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CHAMBER PROCEDURE
-
Parliamentary Procedure
Marion E. Coleman
IN ORDER WHEN
_ ANOTHER HAS MUST BE VOTE REQUIRED
MOTION THE FLOOR SECONDED DEBATABLE AMENDABLE FOR ADOPTION
MAIN MOTION NO YES YES YES MAJORITY
IF MOTION
AMEND A PENDING TO BE AMENDED
MOTION NO YES 15 DEBATABLE YES MAJORITY
IF MOTION
AMEND AN AMENDMENT TO BE AMENDED
OF A PENDING NO YES IS DEBATABLE NO MAJORITY
DEBATE. TO LIMIT
OR EXTEND LIMITS NEY YES NEY YES TWO-THIRDS
INFORMATION,
POINT OF YES NO WO NO) IS NOT VOTED ON
LAY ON THE TABLE/
REFER TO COMMITTEE NOD YES NO NO MAJORITY
MINUTES
(0 DISPENSE WITH) NO YES NO NO MAJORITY
PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY
OR POINT OF ORDER YES NO NOD NO IS NOT VOTED ON
PREVIOUS QUESTION/
CLOSE DEBATE N YES NO NO TWO-THIRDS
SPECIAL NOTES: 1. CORRECT WAY TO BRING A MOTION THAT HAS BEEN CARRIED OR DEBATED; 2. CHAIR CANNOT VOTE: 3. ADD#5 ON BOARDS

Perfection Plus Sernvices

A Premier Cleaning Service for 2000

CAROLYN L. GARDINER, M.D., PA.

s Family owned & operated » Move in-out INTERNAL MEDICINE
o Travel i team w/supervisor * Weekly-bi-monthly-one-time BOARD CERTlFiED

= Specialists in detail cleaning = Organizing closets, drawers, etc.
s Packing or unpacking for relocating » Bonded for your protection

YOU OWE YOURSELF A PROFESSIONAL

BUSY PEOPLE HOME CLEANING SERVICE
PLTCRRTE W FREE ESTIMATE 411 W, 21st, Suite 2 Tel: 713.802-9740
ppestigavieng o THONE q!p q!o e_&! | Houston, TX 77008 Fax: 713.863-9321

YAUR OUT AND PROUD CLOTHING STORE

1232 'WESTHETMER, HOUSTON X 77006
713.5723676 - BAX T13.526 1872

wiww.basichrothars tom
email; bosichro@neoseft.com

L U_._T_H-Nﬁ RS  MONSSAT 109+ SUN 126

II[IH_HII‘II
ALLTHE NEWS FOR YOUR LIFE. AND YOUR STYLE.

500 LOVETT BLVD., SUITE 200 - HOUSTON, TX. » 713-529-8490
www.houstonvoice.com
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Application for membership in the Greater Houston Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce, an organization supporting the economic development and business opportunities in the
Gay and Leshian Community. Membership is continuous unless cancellation is in writing. Membership investment is deductible os a business expense, not as a charitable contribution.

Buckiass Msiiia Membership Level (check one)
1 Non-profit ($75.00)
Togmmm 2 Individual ($125.00)
Type of Business 23 Business ($200.00). Includes up fo 3 members.
Street Address 2 Corporate (S1.000.00). Includes up fo 5 members.
Mailing Address Sponsored by:
Gy Membership Directory
: 1 Yes! Please include my name in the directory.
State Lip = No. | do not want fo be listed in the directory
Telephone 2 OK to fax?
Fax Signature
- Check Committee(s) you will commit to serving on:

1 Newsletter (1 Program (1 Public Relations (1 Infernet

Please send this form with yvour check by mail to: - DIFEEIOW “ Membeﬁhm A Sodal (3 Cnrnrnunih; Afairs

Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce ® PO Box 66129 * Houston, Texas 77266-6129

The Chamber will have an entry in the Pride Parade in June. Jeffrey Bules has offered
to let us use his new baby—a restored black Cadillac convertible. We want a number
of members to walk in the parade. It will be a fun entry for the Chamber. If you have
been putting off marching in a Gay Pride parade, this is your chance. If you want to
have some fun, come and join us. For more info, contact Randy Mitchmore at
713.667.8821. We will also have sign-up forms at the May monthly meeting.

Proudly Serving OUR Commririity Since 1987

Larry French Enterprises @WerOaks st

= § , = of the Internatinal
Complete Plumbing & Water Purification Service Society of Appraisers
<> Repairs & Remodeling Licensed & Insured
4> Residential MPL No.16724

. 2030 Westheimer
< Commercial 713-956-7733 C E N T E R Houston, Texas 77098
4 New Construction Fax 713-956-1107 713.520.8238

When you have legal

\ M OO/I,L__, concerns, you don’t need

g : HW a lot of lifestyle questions.

Abbe L. Shiller/Personal Computer Consultant

L “Attending to your needs in the Information Age”

ARG Connie Moore
Debra E. Hunt ® Certified QuickBooks
3608 Audubon Place Professional Advisor 2620-B S. Shepherd Drive
Houston TX 77006 * Training Suite 185
713-522-4282 * Recommendations Houston, Texas 77098-1534

* Software Support Tel./Fax: (713) 522-2782
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CHAMBER MEMBERS

Surge in Renewals and Continuous Outreach Efforts

Increase Membership

HOUSTON - The Greater Houston Gay and Lesbian Chamber
of Commerce has amassed a steady rise in its member base.
The organization attributes its success to the highly successful

EMPOWER franchise and the outreach efforts of its board of

directors.

In addition, the organization’s Program Committee has drawn
such notables as Sandy Rivera, Jim MclIngvale, Paul Tetreault,
Rick Shroder and Vickie McClanahan to keynote their month-
ly dinner meetings under the stewardship of committee chair
Clyde Williams.

“Itis important that members look forward to the monthly din-

ner meetings,” explains Williams. “That’s why we have been
working very hard to bring people who will energize our com-
munity and those who support our community.”

Williams also said she believed attendance would increase
while the meetings were held at Sonoma’s, a popular New
York style supper club in the Montrose area. And, she said, it
was important for members to support other members of the
Chamber in a good faith effort to demonstrate the benefits of
being a member.

Following is a complete list of individuals and businesses that
have joined or renewed the Chamber in May:

Bartlett Tree Experts
Arborists

Member Since 05/01/2000
James Doyle

1719 West 24th

Houston, Texas 77008
(713) 862-4777
Jdoyle@bigplanet.com

CHASE Bank of Texas
Bank

Member Since 03/1 1/1996
Rene Guerra

PO Box 2558 (13-1111F-12)
Houston, Texas 77252
(713) 750-2170

renwar @msn.com

QutSmart/Uptown Express
Magazine

Publisher

Member Since 01/01/1996
Greg Jeu

3406 Andubon Place
Houston, Texas 77006-4412
7135207237

outsmart | @aol.com

Gay & Lesbian Yellow Pages, Inc.
Directory Publisher

Member Since 01/04/1996

Laura Villagran

4200 Montrose, Suite 480

Houston, Texas 77006
7139420084

info@glyp.com

Computer Exchange

Computer hardware new/refurnished
systems & parts

Member Since 03/01/1997

Ryan Herbst

1212-A Westheimer

Houston, Texas 77006
7135296780

ryan@compxchange.com

Schmerler Insurance Agency
Insurance Agency

Member Since 05/01/1997
Rob Schmerler

6575 West Loop South #185
Bellaire, Texas 77401
7136617700

schmerler @ pdyg.net

Shell Chemical Company
Chemical Company
Member Since 01/01/1999
Mike Lemanski

306 Tamerlaine Drive
Houston, Texas 77024
(281) 544-7176
mlemanski@shellus.com

HomeWorks Apartment Locators
Apartment Locating

Member Since 03/01/1998

Jason McLawchlin

2210 West Dallas #1943

Houston, Texas 77019

(713) 521-7325

homeworks @ pdq.net

Green, Bill, Law Office of
Attorney

Member Since 04/01/2000
Bill Green

6233 Haskell Street
Houston, Texas 77007

(713) 266-1004

Rainbow Ranglers Dance Club
Non Profit

Member Since 05/01/2000

Joe Blanton

PO Box 142]

Houston, Texas 77251

(713) 524-9500

uugb @swbell.net

Stonewall Democrats-Houston
Non Profit

Member Since 05/01/2000
Mark Wood

PO Box 980126

Houston, Texas 77008

{713) 522-2595

RNR4AMSW @aol.com

Best of Both Worlds
Andra Haviland — Multi-Instrumentalist & DJ

For more information, contact Andra Haviland at

Best of Both Worlds features Andra Haviland, who offers a unique service as a one woman, multi-instrumentalist for holy union and
wedding ceremonies, receptions, and private parties. Instruments played include saxophone, flute and guitar. Best of Both Worlds’ ver-
satility combines live music with full DJ service and light show creating the perfect musical setting for any special event.

Andra has been performing music for over twenty years. She studied at Berklee College of Music, Boston, MA. She has led her own
jazz band, performed on cruise ships, played for classical ensembles, theatre orchestras, big bands, drum & bugle corps as well as con-
temporary groups. She has performed, written and arranged music, directed choir and instrumental ensembles for Metropolitan
Community Churches. She tours cross country performing her solo multi-instrumental music ministry. In addition to being a popular
private music instructor, Andra is also a member of the Houston Pride Band, Houston Civic Jazz Orchestra, and Carol Morgan Quintet.

PO Box 58844, Houston, TX 77258, (281) 412-3321, or andramusic @ hotmail .com.
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{
onoma J U N E
MEETlNG AT 1415 CALIFORNIA
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
: 1 2 3
Black Tie
Empower 2000 November 11
October 7 and 8
Christmas SongFest
December 3
4 ® | Dinner Meeing 7 | Newsletter 8 9| Pride Day at 10
at SOI‘IOI‘I‘IG,. 1415 Deudline ASTTOWDFH
California info:
G.IEH Sp-mifr g 7]3'529'69?9
‘_Vlr_g_lmu N. l’!shgr_
11 12 13 14 15 : 2000 16| i
; mpower rom
:ogﬂr:: o flog Dey Kickoff Lovett Inn
"o Sonoma 6to 8 §PM
lospronTea 1415 California
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Father's Day Lesbian and Gay
Pride Parade
9:00 PM
25 26 27 28 29 _30

Image... 2272

until they get
to know you,
it's whats on the
surface that counts.

With that, do you want your
imuge quickly splashed on paper? Or ¢ {3

yoms waint House of Colerman to ink a better job?#

901 WEST Al

713.523.2521 -

ABAMA - HOUSTON 7006-
FAX 713.524.,2643

X 272006

44693

House of Coleman
Fine Printing & Graphics

Chamber of Commerce Meeting
at Sonoma, June 6th

Dinner Menu

Mixed Field Greens
with Sweet Corn Relish

KATHY HUBBARD, EA

(713) 522-9000
FAX: (713) 526-6588

2615 MONTROSE BOULEVARD

PO BOX 66588 ¢ HOUSTON, TX 77266-6588

Cilantro Vinaigrette

Petite Filet, Crabcake and a Garlic Shrimp
Poblano Roasted Potatoes
Harvester Beans
Sun Dried Tomato Beurre Blanc

Apple Walnut Torte
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CHAMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Notes From the Board

The board of directors is always available to listen to your ideas, suggestions, or concerns about our growing organization. If you
would like to address the board at a board meeting, call the hotline at 713-523-7576 and ask to be put on the agenda to speak at a
board meeting held the 2nd Monday of each month.

The board is currently looking for members interested in becoming more involved in our chamber. If you are interested in
participating, or you know of anyone who is, please contact President Debbie Hunt at 713-522-4282. Positions available include
committee chairs, committee members, and/or any other assistance a member would be willing to provide to the chamber.

Newsletter Advertising

If you have a submission you'd like to include in the newsletter, contact Marion E. Coleman at the House of Coleman at 713-523-
2521. A one-month business card-size ad is only $30. If you reserve between 3-6 months, the monthly rate is only $25, and if you
reserve space for 7-12 months, your monthly rate is only $20.

Deadline for materials is the second Thursday of the month prior to publication.

e-mail: info@ghglcc.org

RCE

P.0. Box 6612
Houston, Texas
77266-6129

¥
e

Please Recyde

Address Correction Requested
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The Chamber
Board of Directors

President
Michael Tolleson
Vice President
Sara Rook

Secretary
Rick Taylor
Treasurer

Rene Guerra

Gary Baumann
Larry Broughton
Marion E. Coleman
Mike Fleming
Debra Hunt

Ian Leffler
Randy Mitchmore D.D.S.

Administrator
Kevin Davidson
Media Relations
Marion E. Coleman
Membership
Michael Tolleson
Networking
Michael Tolleson
Community Affairs
Randy Mitchmore D.D.S.
Education
Coy Tow
Finance
Rene Guerra
Ethics and Legal
Debra E. Hunt

Annual Membership Dues
Individual $125.00
Business $200.00
Corporation $1,000.00

For membership information call|
713-523-7576

P.O. Box 661

A
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ANEW LOOK FOR 2001 -..INSIDE... PREMIER FINE
AND BEYOND 3 LEADING AND FLOORING - 6
LEARNING SERIES A CUT ABOVE

Wno, WHAT, WHEN AND HOW?

A DIALOGUE ABOUT CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP AND BENEFITS, AND HOW TO MAKE

THE CHAMBER WORK FOR YOU

Whats in it for me? This is a question we all
ask ourselves when we first considered
joining the Chamber as a member.

The fact is that each of us joins the
Chamber for our own reasons and we attend
each meeting with our own agenda. The
Chamber is really an umbrella of services,
programs and opportunities that can help
us:

» Make the right contacts.
* Gain knowledge about our community.
« Learn valuable business information.
« Facilitate opportunities to form
relationships that allow us to gain
new customers, friends, or prospects.
But we have to know how best to take
advantage of these opportunities.
With the New Year beginning and excellent
new leadership in place, this is a great
chance for all of us to examine all that the
Chamber can offer us. Also we can discov-
er what each of us as members may be able
to offer in the way of ideas, time or
resources to add even more benefits and

enhance existing ones. This is your chance
to have an impact on the Chamber and drive
positive changes for the coming year!

Please plan to attend the meeting on
January 9th and get a clear understanding of
all the membership benefits. Plan on bring-
ing others who will also benefit from this
presentation and discussion. The Chamber
is positioned to play a very significant role
in economic and image development for
Houston’s GLBT community, and it will be
active members like you that see the great-
est rewards in the coming year!

Coy Tow and Anita Renteria are both past
Presidents of the Chamber who can testify
to the real benefits that come from being an
active member. Both have had experience
in working for major corporations and in
owning their own small businesses. In
Coy’s work with Uniglobe, he has facilitat-
ed and taught many business people as a
corporate trainer. Join him and Anita in
what is sure to be an entertaining, lively and
beneficial program.

See you there!

* To reserve your seat at the next dinner meeting, please RSVP by Monday, January 8th at 713-523-7576. It’s
extremely important for us to coordinate our number of participants. Please be responsible and make the RSVP
call! The cost for the dinner meeting 15 822 for members, $25 for non-members and guests,

The Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of Commerce advances the economic and cultural
development and vitality of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and supportive heterosexual

businesses and organizations.

The Chamber News is underwritten by Shell Chemical Company v
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CHAMBER PRESIDENT

LOOKING AHEAD TO A YEAR OF GROWTH

by Michael Tolleson
President

As I enter into the duties of your President, I feel very blessed
to have the privilege to work with the new Board of Directors
and Officers. The Chamber has a wealth of experience and tal-
ent in its membership and once again we are fortunate to be
able to utilize those resources. Our new Board members are
Gary Bauman, Larry Broughton, Sara Rook, Rick Taylor and
lan Leffler. Our remaining Board members are Marion E.
Coleman, Rene Guerra, Mike Flemming, Randy Mitchmore
and myself. Debra Hunt will remain on the Board to fulfill her
duty as Past President and to help guide me as | learn the
duties of Board President. In addition to myself as President,
we elected Sara Rook as Vice President, Rick Taylor as
Secretary and Rene Guerra was re-elected as Treasurer.

More community visibility, more member benefits and more
membership involvement are a few things that I'm looking
forward to in the coming year. The January meeting will be
your chance to voice your own desires and opinions for this
coming year. The board will follow the January meeting with

a retreat to set the goals for
the year, so your voices are
very important! Please try
to attend the January 9th
meeting and help make the
Chamber the organization
that you truly want it to be.

[ look forward to this next
year as your President and
want you to feel comfort-
able expressing your com-
ments or questions. Please
send your comments or questions to me at mtolleson(@earth-
link.net

chei Tolleson

May we all work to make this the very best year for our
Chamber!

CHAMBER PROFILE

IAN LEFFLER

Before moving to Houston, Mr. Leffler was a professional bal-
let dancer for twenty-four years, dancing with such notable
companies as the Oakland Ballet, the San Francisco Opera and
many others.

He has been the recipient of the Public Citizen of the Year
1995, awarded by the National Association of Social Workers
Gulf Coast for his contribution to the Gulf Coalition for the
Prevention of Child Abuse.

In 1990, Mr. Leffler arrived in Galveston and created his own
business—Art St. Ballet Theatre. He then became a teacher for

the Texas Commission for the Arts and Education. Mr. Leffler

created a curriculum for Galveston Independent School

ROUD CLOTHING: STORE

==

1232 WESTHEIMER, HOUSTON, TX 77006
713.522.1626 * FAX T13.5261972
www.basichrothers.com
Www.eroticoitire.com

email; busichro@neosoft.com

MON-SAT 10-9 - SUN 12-6

B, R D Hat K 5

District and taught for L.A.
Morgan Academy of Fine
Arts for grades K-5.

Mr, Leffler has been the
entertainment coordinator
for Empower for the past
two years.

He currently operates
Basic Brothers where his
mentor and partner for life,
Richard Wiederholt (who
departed us on April 28,
2000), taught him all
aspects of business, net-
working and activism.

lan Leffler

Mr. Leffler is currently

working on his degree in computer science, and is in the
process of graduating from Project Leap. He will work inten-
sively with the Ryan White title one organization reviewing
grant applications for the year 2001.
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A NEW LoOOK FOR 2001 AND BEYOND

By now you’ve all noticed that our old Chamber has a new look! Last

rear, our Marketing subcommittee wrote a report for the Board of
g

Directors recommending a change in promoting the Chamber. The
key points were that:

* The name “Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of
Commerce” was unwieldy.

* The acronym GHGLCC was difficult to remember and
pronounce and was NOT catchy!

* GHGLCC was also often confused with HLGCC
(Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center) and as
a result did not help in promoting name recognition

for us.

» With our Mission Statement updated to include Bisexual and
Transgender persons, so should our name be inclusive.

The committee recommended that something easy, identifiable and
“brandable” be adopted. Since most of us have shortened it to “The
Chamber” in conversation, we decided to make it official.

This happened at the same time as the Board decided to change us
from the “Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce”
to the “Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of Commerce.” Not only is
this more inclusive, which mirrors our membership, mission state-

ment and culture, but it doesn’t require spelling out all the words, so
it’s a little easier to write!
Finally, to seal the deal, the marketing committee advertised a new
logo design contest. We are pleased to announce that Chamber mem-
ber The Houston Voice submitted five stvles and choices for review.
The final selection was made by the marketing committee and will
become the new
masthead for our
newsletter and web

the greater houston gibt chamber of commerce page. as well as our
business letterhead.
Many thanks to Natasha Marquez, who works in the Graphics and
Production department at The Houston Voice for her winning designs

and her hard work!

Look for a new advertising campaign in 2001 from the Chamber.
This new look will be promoted via badges, EMPOWER 2001
and our 2001 Resource Guide.

2000 CHAMBER AWARDS

President Debra Hunt presented awards to Chamber members during
the December Holiday Party. Awards and recipients included:
Coy Tow Leadership Award—In recognition of a person who shows
the vision and leadership for promoting the Greater Houston Gay and
Lesbian business and organizational community through fostering
cohesion and community partnership. Presented to Coy Tow

President’s Award-In recognition of a person who has shown the
vision and leadership in achieving the goals and objectives of the
Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce. Presented
to Clyde Williams

Membership Development—In recognition to the member who has
contributed significantly to the development of Chamber membership
and services to its members. Presented to Michael Tolleson

Rookie of the Year—In recognition of a person who has contributed
significantly to the Chamber over the past year as a relatively new
member. Presented to Rene Guerra

Outstanding Member—In recognition of the member who has con-
tributed significantly to the mission and objectives of the Chamber
and has shown outstanding leadership qualities. Presented to lan
Leffler

Community Service—In recognition of a community organization to
further the objectives of the Chamber in fostering economic and edu-
cational opportunities within the gay and lesbian community.

Presented to the Houston Gay and Lesbian Community Center

Congratulations to the Chamber’s
newly-elected board members:
Gary Baumann, Larry Broughton,
Ian Leffler, Sara Rook
and Rick Taylor

Special Recognition to Qutgoing Board Members
Sandi Bubbert

Richard Hill

Anita Renteria

Coy Tow

Clyde Williams

Phyllis Frye

Special Recognition for promoting the mission of the GHGLCC
Houston Voice

Outsmart Magazine

Texas Triangle

Vilven Design Group

Special Recognition to 2000 Committee Chairs
Empower 2000
Program

Coy Tow / Marion E. Coleman
Clyde Williams
Membership/Networking Michael Tolleson

Newsletter

Media Relations
Corporate/Website
Community Affairs

Marion E. Coleman / Russell Ben Williams
Anita Renteria

Lee Ingalls

Randy Mitchmore
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WELLS FARGO HOUSING FOUNDATION
BuiLps 1000TH HOME

The Wells Fargo Housing Foundation will celebrate a significant
milestone in its seven-vear history with the construction of its
1.000th home made possible by a foundation donation. The founda-
tion’s 1,000th home is located in Bryan, Texas. and was construct-
ed by volunteers from Wells Fargo Home Mortgage and Wells Fargo
Banks in the Bryan-(‘_‘bilege Station area, '
Kimberly Jackson. executive director of the Wells Fargo Housing
Foundation, said team members’ dedication to the foundation’s mis-
sion made this achievement possible, The foundation’s mission is to
increase home ownership opportunities for low-income families and
address the shelter needs of the transitionally homeless. "As long as
we have team members who are willing to volunteer their time to
work on a project, we can provide the funding to make it happen,”
Jackson said.

HomEe LoaN Livirts INCREASED FOR 2001

Good new for homebuyers—the maximum loan amount for con-
forming conventional loans has been increased for 2001.
Previously, the loan limit for 1 unit was $252.700 for conforming
conventional loans, but effective immediately, the maximum loan
limit has been increased to $275.000!

What does this mean to buyer’s who are needing to finance the pur-

chase of a home? It means a better interest rate for buyer’s with

loan amounts between $252.700 and $275,000. Also, because the
interest rate is lower with the new maximum loan amounts, it means
that qualified borrowers can q'ua]ify for larger loan amounts than
before. '

Wells Fargo Home Mongage is the leading lender in the U.S. with
over 8,000 loan officers nationwide. In fact, Wells Fargo Home
Mortgage provides funding for one out of every 15 homes financed
in America.

If you would like additional information regarding these changes or
any information regarding a home mortgage loan, you can contact
Larry Broughton at Wells Fargo Home Morigage. He can be
reached at 713-654-3085.

WELLS|HOME

MORTGAGE

Larry Broughton
Home Martgage Consultant

1301 McKinney
Houston, TX 77010
713-654-3085 Office
713-971-1818 Pager
713-951-9541 Fax

HL__] 9

=! GREENWDD KING
: FROPEDBTIES

Buying, Selling, and
Relocation Specialist!

713.864.0888

mobile number:;
713.828.7866

Email:
Richard@RichardHill.com

= CHASE
A |

The right relationship is everything.s

+# Loan by Phone . .........800-221-LEND

# 24 Hour Customer Service . . 713-216-7000

+ Chase Mortgages. .. ... .. 713-216-HOME

+ Small Business .......... 713-216-1720
Assistance Center

+ Hearing Impaired TDD . . . .. 713-216-7146

Over 140 branches statewide
24-hour ATMs available at over
300 statewide locations

CHASE
PR.1.D.E.

team
Where people make the difference

member FDIC

T g

Psychotherapy, Counseling, and
Workshops for individuals and couples
Tony Carroll tMsw-ace

1006 Missouri St., Houston, TX 77006
713.527.0000
. houstonTherapist.com

)
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LEADERSHIP SERIES FOCUSED ON THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER
COMMUNITY PLANS TO ACCEPT 35 LOCAL PARTICIPANTS

The GLBT Chamber of Commerce continues to provide excellent
opportunities for community building and personal growth. Last year
The Chamber began the Leading and Learning Series designed to
enhance and increase the leadership abilities of prospective board
members in the community. The idea is to have members from all
walks of life within the GLBT community come together to learn and

ership and help make our community more inclusive, productive,
and cohesive, then we have succeeded” says Coy Tow, coordinator
and education chair for the Chamber.

Thanks to the Elliott H. Matthews Foundation, the John Kellett
Foundation and the Hollyfield Foundation, most of the fees for the
program have been underwritten. The Chamber is hoping that the

grow, and perhaps build a coalition of

community will give this program the full

cooperation among the leaders of the
community.

The Chamber is currently seeking appli-
cants who are interested in investing
more time and talent into the GLBT

“If we can make a difference in the quality
of leadership and help make our community
more inclusive, productive, and cohesive,
then we have succeeded”

—Coy Tow

support again in 2001 and all non-profit
organizations should consider enrolling
any new board members into the pro-
gram.

If you are interested in participating or

community. This eight-month leader-
ship series promises to benefit the individual both professionally and
in volunteer community service. Learning skills like diversity train-
ing, team building, fund raising, and personal leadership as well as
understanding the laws that govern non-profit groups, how to cor-
rectly run a meeting, and how develop a network of volunteers. The
series requires anywhere from four to eight hours a month and also
includes two weekend overnights.

The graduating class of 1999 is making a huge difference in the com-
munity as they have taken on new responsibilities, board positions
and in some instances even National positions to help lead us into the
new Millennium. “If we can make a difference in the quality of lead-

underwriting someone else’s participa-
tion please contact Coy Tow at 713-218-8931 or e-mail to
jetow(@hotmail.com.
The first session of the series will be held in February 2001. The
series tuition is $250.00 and scholarships are available through local
underwriting. No fee is necessary for submitting application or
requesting tuition assistance. The deadline for application is
January 21, 2000.
All interested applicants are encouraged to send a short resume or hio
about past community work, and a letter explaining why they would
like to participate. Please send these materials to 4401 Lafayette St.,
Bellaire, TX 77401.

Proudly Serving OUR Commuriity Since 1987
Larry French Enterprises

Complete Plumbing & Water Purification Service

4 Repairs & Remodeling
4> Residential

<+ Commercial

< New Construction

Licensed & Insured
MPL No. 16724

713-956-7733
Fax 713-956-1107

Roger Howard
An accredited member
of the International
Soctety of Appraiers

QRiver Oaks

ANTIQUES

CENTER

2030 Westheimer
| Houston, Texas 77098
[ 713.520.8238

I

Housron
1225 N. Loue WEST
SUITE 1030
713-869-1144
B800-304-3365

SUGAR LAND
4645 SWEETWATER BLVD.

NVESTMENT PLANNING
REMENT PLANNING

EDUcATION PLANNING
SSET ALLOCATION

Wi moneysmart.com
Securities offered through Cammomwealth Financiaf Networ, Member MASD/SIPC

, We Help Your Money Grow!




v 6 ® The Chamber News ¢ January, 2001

BUSINESS PROFILE

WHAT MAKES PREMIER FINE FLOORING ‘A CuUuT ABOVE?’

by Rick Taylor

After ten years in department store management and four years
of outstanding reviews with the latest store, 1 was fired. I will
never forget it. It was the big kick-off for swimwear season
and to boost sagging moral, I volunteered to put together a big
beach bash to tie in with the swimwear season kick-off. It was
a casual dress day—more Hawaiian shirts that you would ever
want (o see in one place ever again. I wore hot pink shorts
(knee length, of course), a perfectly coordinated garish print
shirt and the requisite lei ... | drew the line at the ‘gimme cap
with the logo,” though.

| was called in to the VP’s office and let go.” No real tangible
explanation was offered. Obviously, sales increases were not
the deciding factor, but rather the Matriarch of the family-
owned store had decided that I didn't like her, so I had to leave
.. hot pink shorts and all! Later the VP told me that the fami-
ly did not like change, and that | was a threat
because I embraced change, particularly
when my ideas produced sales increases and
their old methods did not. Needless to say, |
was devastated. But in hindsight, it was a
major step in a journey that eventually led
me to take the plunge and open my own
business. I learned that change could be
good and that it was important for me to take
control of my destiny.
Still, I wasn’t quite ready to take the plunge
and go out on my own, but the seed had been
planted. I spent the next four years working
to develop a franchise, gathering business
development skills and eventually getting
back into sales—this time in the flooring
business. 1 went to work for a couple for
whom | had done some consulting work.
Their sales increased and business was good
. actually TOO good. They got the beach house and I got a
ﬁ!ly dollar a month raise for the cellular bill. Hello!!! Wake up
call #2001.

I decided that | had had enough and that I should do something
about it. Several of my clients urged me to open my own store.
I decided it was a safe bet when I had collected three checks
for deposits on jobs. They left the name blank and said, “Fill it
in when you have a company name and let me know when you
can start.”

I finally took the plunge on September 1, 1996. Bravery is a
good thing—change is a good thing. Nike says it best: Just Do
It!

So we did it. We opened our business with a $500 deposit and
those three blank checks. That $500 covered our deposit and

first month's rent for an office space (basically a garage with a
window unit) behind a private mini-storage facility. But our
first year in that garage, we hit sales of $250,000. Last year, in
our third year of business, we did over $1.2 million in sales.

We outgrew the garage and moved into a real showroom. The
core of our business is residential, both new and remodeling,
carpet, tile and hardwood. We also do commercial
business—everything from offices to manufacturing plants to
hospitals. For the past two years we have been developing a
program with Custom Home Builders providing specification,
design and installation of flooring for new custom homes. We
anticipate this portion of our business to represent over two
million in sales for 2001.

We have been very fortunate that our business has grown so
rapidly. For one, the economy has been strong and that has
fueled both new construction and remodel-
ing. Secondly, we have found a niche in the
flooring market. We are not self-service like
the ‘big-box’ home improvement stores, yet
we are not high-end exclusive design.
Flooring 1s a major expense, and in many

cases, the homeowner is trying to make a
| selection from a small sample and trying to
envision who it will look in a room. They
want to know: "Is this the right color? How
will a pattern look in this room? Should I go
with wood or tile? Will it last until Billy gets
out of college?" That customer is spending a
lot of money and they deserve to get the
answers they need, however we can't answer
them until I've been to their home to survey
the rooms. Once I've noted traffic patterns,
furniture styles, colors, kids, pets, etc., [ can
more accurately answer questions and rec-
ommend a solution.

We recognize that today's customer is educated and seeks
information and recommendations so that they can make con-
fident, informed decisions. We built our business on the
premise that a customer wants to be educated, wants a fair
price and wants a quality installation. And that satisfied cus-
tomer will tell their friends. Over eighty percent of our busi-
ness is repeat or referred customers.

Design assistance is another important service that we provide
that separates us from other flooring stores. Most clients do not
require a major design scheme or redo. Some want a complete
new look. but in most cases the basic elements are already
set—furnishings, paint, etc. We can provide assistance to give
you the look you want and the product performance you need.

Continued on page 7
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That is why we offer a free in-home consultation.

I have learned many things in the last four years about running
a business. The most important lesson is that you never reach
“it.” It is very difficult to rest on your laurels and say, ‘I've
made it.” the target is constantly moving and changing. The
successful business must continually reinvent itself and con-
tinue to change to stay on

track. Change is not only |
good, it is imperative. Even
customers recognize the [
importance of change. &%
Industry average estimates

that homeowners change |
their carpeting every seven
years. The number one rea-
son for carpet replacement
1s to change the color.
Maybe it is time for you to
change your colors ... maybe even hot pink.

Visit us at Premier Fine Flooring, 6110 Pinemont, Suite 110, or
call us at 713-290-9100.

You may also visit our web site at
www.premierfineflooring.com or send us an email at
rickt(@premierfineflooring.com
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INVESTIGATIONS & CIVIL PROCESSING

RIFF
Kathy Griffin

(713) 526-7711
FAX:(713) 526-7730
Pager: (713) 285-8569

4106 McDuffie
Houston, Texas 77098
Email: kgriffapdg.net

Perfection Plus Services
A Premier Cleaning Service for 2000

* Fumily owned & operated = Move in—out

e Travel in team w/supervisor » Weekly-bi-monthly-one-time

= Specialists in detail cleaning = Organizing closets, drawers, etc,
= Packing or unpacking for relocating = Bonded for your protec-

YOU OWE YOURSELF A PROFESSION-

BUSY PEOPLE

WORKING COUPLES FREE ESTIMATE
SINGLE PROFESSIONALS BY PHONE ;
RETIRED SENIORS 713-895-2766 : i

Is Your Belationship in Trouble?

Dr. Maria Minicucci and the Center for
Creativity Knowledge and Change
specializes in conflict resolution/mediation
for couples, groups and organizations. Let
us help your organization move to the next
level of effectiveness with team building and
effective communication skills.

This is an innovative approach to conflict
resolution and mediation developed
through 20 years of experience working
with couples, groups, and organizations
in conflict.
This method 1s:

* Results-oriented

* Short Term (generally 6-12 sessions)

*+ Affordable

Is vour relationship worth it?

Maria E. Minicucci, Ph.D.

Human Behavior Specialist
5959 W, Loop South, Suite 525 « Bellaire, TX 77401

713/592-5262

E-mail: drmeam @cs.com

All Phases
of Tree Care:
Residential and
Commercial

[ i
gasiierl BARTLETT
TREE EXPERTS

Caring for America's
o Trees Since 1907

S S

e c
Trees Deserve
The Best Of Care
Trees are valuable assets. Don’t entrust their
future to less than caring professionals.
Bartlett leads the way in tree care with trained
arborists, research facilities, nationwide
experience and specialized equipment.
For a professional evaluation of your
tree care needs, call today.

There is no obligation.

JAMES DOYLE
(713) 862-4777
www.bartlett.com

Guided by The Bartlett Tree Research Laboratories and
Experimental Grounds, Charlotte, NC.
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Tor TEN WAYS TO AvOID A TAX DISASTER

by Peter Berkery

April 15th looms, and you're in a jam. It goes something like this: you owe too
much, you can’t pay, and/or your tax bill is so high you're actually thinking about
voling Republican! Don’t despair ... and definitely don’t convert! There are things
you can do to get through this year, and to make sure nothing like this happens
again next year. Let PlanetOut ¥ Guide to Avoiding an April 15th Disaster keep you
from being an April fool.

10. GO ON EXTENSION

If you can’t pay your entire bill by April 15th, you can get a valid extension as long
as you pay in 90% of what you owe. You then will have til August 15th to come
up with the rest. Two wamings come with this strategy, though. First, you have to
do your math carefully. If you don’t, and you pay in less than 90%, then IRS can
cancel your extension and apply a gob of penalties. Second, IRS will charge you
interest on the balance vou owe from April 15th til the day you pay. Still, this tip
can help if you're just a little short.

9. USE THE INSTALLMENT PLAN

Okay, that last strategy might work for some people, but you really, really, really
can’t pay. and a 10% break just isn’t gonna cut it. What can you do? In many cases,
IRS will enter into an nstallment agreement to let you pay your balance over time.
This is a tricky area, and you're probably better off getting a tax pro’s help.
Basically, if you owe less than $10,000, can pay off your balance in three years or
less. are current on all other back years, and will stay current for all future vears,
IRS is pretty easy going for IRS about cutting these deals. If you want to try this,
you'll want to get a Form 9465, fill it out and attach it to your return, and file by
April 15th. By the way. if you owe more than $10.000, you still can try for an
installment agreement, but vou really should get professional help.

8. KEEP BETTER RECORDS

Okay, admit it—part of the reason you're in this mess is that you haven’t saved any
of your paperwork for the past 12 months, so you have no idea how to prove some
of vour deductions. It’s hard to undo the past. of course, but invest in a good shoe-
box-that’s not just accountant humor—and avoid missed opportunities next year.
Unorganized records are better than no records at all.

7. SELL STOCK

Speaking of investments, here's a way to generate a nice little year-end loss: sell
under-performing stocks. If you're an investor, you probably know that you can
use vour capital losses to offset your capital gains. But did you also know you can
generate an extra $3.000 in losses each year to offset other sources of income-like
your salary? If you think you're gonna need some relief next April 15th, sit down
with a pencil and your portfolio in December and pick a few dogs to unload. Just
be sure that you're tax strategies don’t conflict with your investment strategies - in
other words, don’t let the tax tail wag the investment dog. Only sell those stocks it
makes good sense to sell, anyway.

6. SHIFT INCOME

If you're in a high tax bracket. and expect to remain there, it may make sense to
shift some of your income-producing assets to a lover or family member in a lower
bracket. This is a tricky strategy on several fronts: you can’t get back assets you
give away, you might create estate or gift tax problems if you give away too much
to one person (or the wrong person), and special rules limit the usefulness of this
strategy when the recipient is under age 14. Nevertheless, this is a tried and true
technique for lowering taxes. Be sure to check with a tax advisor before giving
away more than $10,000 in assets to any one person in a single year, though.

5.NOT ALL INVESTMENTS ARE CREATED EQUAL

After last year’s big tax bill-brought to you by the same people who pledge to
make your taxes simpler!-the law now favors investments that generate capital
gains over those that generate interest or dividends. This is because Congress low-
ered the tax rate that applies to capital gains. So. if you're in a high bracket and do

a lot of investing, it might make sense to look for mutual funds that deliver gains
instead of ordinary income.

4. CLEAN HOUSE

Here’s a great way to kill two birds with one stone: clean out those closets (no,
not those closets, the other ones!) AND get a tax deduction. Turns out you can
deduct the value of clothing and household goods you give to charity. This is
another great late December strategy; just be sure to get things to the Goodwill,
Salvation Army, or other community organization before the stroke of midnight
on December 3 Ist. Remember to get a receipt, and also remember that there are
extra forms you have to file if any donation of property exceeds $500.

Finally, bear in mind that you have to use the thrift store value when claiming a
deduction, which means that hideous bridesmaid’s dress in the back of your clos-
et is probably only worth $25, even if you forked out $350 for it!

3. FILE EARLIER

Probably another good part of the reason you’re in a fix now is that you waited
too long to start working on your taxes. Right? Now maybe some of the other
items on our hit list also are at play-bad records, not enough money, whatever.
Nevertheless, these things haven’t gone away, and they were never gonna. Even
if there's a problem, the sooner you address it, the sooner it will get resolved.
Next vear, don’t wait til the last minute to deal with your taxes. You should have
all the paperwork you need by the end of January, so why not make an appoint-
ment with a return preparer for early February?

2. CHECK YOUR WITHHOLDING

If you've found yourself owing Uncle Sam money this April 15th, there’s a rea-
sonable chance it is because you didn’t have enough taxes withheld from your
paycheck over the course of the last year, If you’ve had a major life change (such
as a [legal] marriage, a divorce, birth of a child, a child reaching maturity), for
sure your tax situation has changed as well. Get yourself a W-4, crank out the
worksheet, and see if you're having enough withheld. If not, decrease your with-
holding allowances and increase the taxes taken out each pay period. If you have
substantial non-wage income (like self-employment income, retirement income,
or investment income), you may even need to make quarterly estimated tax pay-

ments. Estimated taxes involve higher math, and ofien are better lefl to a tax pro.

1. SAVE MORE, PAY LESS

If vou're covered by a tax savings plan at work—usually a 401(k), but maybe also
a SEP, SIMPLE, 403(b) or other plan—and you are not contributing the maxi-
mum, you have no business whining about your tax bill! A golden opportunity is
staring you in the face: the government actually is willing to subsidize your retire-
ment planning. Amounts you confribute to these plans reduce your taxable
income for the year.

If you can’t afford to jump to the max all at once, go in increments—say 1% more
of your savings each month til you get to where you need to be. These plans are
the best tax savings strategies going, and until you put every penny you can mto
them, you're not doing all you can to lower your taxes or to save for retirement.
We know that not everybody can take advantage of all the pointers we’ve pro-
vided. In some cases you probably should check with your tax advisor to see how
these ideas will work in your case, It’s a pretty good bet there is something in our
top ten list to make next year’s taxes less taxing for you!

© 1995-2001 PlanerOur Corporation. All copyright & trademark vights reserved.
PlanetOut Corporation permits, without charge, the reproduction and distribution of
PlanetOut materials for non-commercial educational and personal uses, provided
that such materials remain unaliered and are accompanied by a clearly visible capy
of this copyright notice end by PlawetOuts URL (htip:)
America Online keyword (Keyword: PlanetOui).

www planetout.com/) and
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CHAMBER MEMBERS

v

SURGE IN RENEWALS AND CONTINUOUS OUTREACH EFFORTS

INCREASE M EMBERSHIP

The Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of Commerce has
amassed a steady rise in its member base. The organization
attributes its success to the highly successful EMPOWER
franchise and the outreach efforts of its board of directors.

In addition, the organization’s Program Committee has drawn
such notables as Sandy Rivera, Jim Mclngvale, Paul Tetreault,
Rick Shroder and Vickie McClanahan to keynote their month-
Iy dinner meetings under the stewardship of committee chair
Clyde Williams.

“It is important that members look forward to the monthly dinner
meetings,” explains Williams. “That’s why we have been working
very hard to bring people who will energize our community and
those who support our community.”

Williams also said she believed attendance would increase
while the meetings were held at Sonoma’s, a popular New
York style supper club in the Montrose area. And, she said, it
was important for members to support other members of the

Chamber in a good faith effort to demonstrate the benefits of

being a member.

Following is a complete list of individuals and businesses that
have joined or renewed the Chamber in December:

STATSCRIPT Pharmacy
Pharmacy

Member Since 12/01/1995
Bill Southward

3407 Montrose Blvd Suite A5
Houston. Texas 77006
(713)522-7373

Yankee Clipper Travel
Travel Agency

Member Since 12/01/2000
Todd Carmichael

2209 Morgan Street

Houston, Texas 77006

(713) 523-7997 _
todd{@yankeeclippertravel.com

Detail Cleaning Service
Cleaning Service

Member Since 12/01/2000
William Pace

7900 Westheimer #322
Houston, Texas 77063
(832) 251-0723
prelude@eateway.net

Hewitt Associates LLC
Employment Service

Member Since 12/01/2000
Mike Barthel

25231 Grogan's Mill Road
The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(877) 557-3838

Happy New Year!

&
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IMAGE
CLEANERS

George Froming
owner

3407 Montrose Boulevard
Suite B4
Houston, Texas 77006

JOEL ANDERSON
DARYL HICKMAN

PO BOX 1024
HOUSTON, TX 77251
713.350.0555 T
713.350.0556 F

Sysiems Engineer

TIBUROMNSYSTEMS.COM

Tiburon Syslems
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When you have legal
CONGErns, you don't need
a lot of lifestyle questions.

Connie Moore
Debra E. Hunt

3608 Audubon Place
Houston TX 77006
713-522-4282

Law Offices of
Clyde Williams

CRIMINAL DEFENSE
ASSAULT

DRUGS,/DWI

PUBLIC LEWDNESS
INDECENT EXPOSURE

713.527.0880 tel
713.527.0119 fox

NEW COMPUTERS - NETWORKS - SERVICE

1314 Texas Avenue ® Suite 712 » Houston, Texas 77002 » 713-236-0064

Board Certified in Criminal Law by The Texas Board of Legal Specialization
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CHAMBER CALENDAR fi
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auoma
AU
MEETING AT 1415 CALFORNIA J A N U A R Y
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6
New Year's
Day
7 8 g 10 11 12 13
Dinner Meeting
at Sonoma,
1415 California
Social 6:00pm
Dinner 7:00pm
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Martin Luther - Board Retreat
King, Jr. Day Deadline 9:00 om to 4:00 pm
Email articles and/or Location Warwick
photos to
hoeprint@aol.com
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31
Please submit articles and/or photos
fur publlcatlon in The Ckamber News

We've Got Texas Covered 315 WesT ALABAMA. SUITE 101
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006
e (713) 521-5822
WWW.TXTRIANGLE.COM

voice

ALL THE NEWS FOR YOUR LIFE. AND YOUR STYLE.

500 LOVETT BLYD., SUITE 200 - HOUSTON, TX. - 713.529-8490
www.houstonvoice.com

hn e... ”W@fﬁﬁm
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to know you

i's whats on the ®
surface that counts.

With that, do vou want your House of Coleman

FTRTA TEN Lumhlx -|I |LI. I|I|K_ Or do
T ol

Fine Printing & Graphics

Voted Nation's Best Local Gay&Lesbian Magazine—1998 Viee Versa Awards

(utvSma

Houston's Gay and Lesbian Magazine

It's marketing with
3 times the power!

t OnLine OutSouree

For Adveﬂising information,
call 713/520-7237

InPrin

M A GAETIN
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CHAMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Notes From the Board

The board of directors is always available to listen to your ideas, suggestions, or concerns about our growing organization. If
you would like to address the board, call the hotline at 713-523-7576 and ask to be put on the agenda to speak at a board meeting
held the 2nd Monday of each month.

The board is currently looking for members interested in becoming more involved in our chamber. If you are interested in
participating, or you know of anyone who is, please contact President Michael Tolleson at 713-201-2900. Positions available
include committee chairs, committee members, and/or any other assistance a member would be willing to provide to the chamber.
Newsletter Advertising

If you have a submission you’d like to include in the newsletter, contact Marion E. Coleman at the House of Coleman at 713-523-
2521. A one-month business card-size ad is only $30. If you reserve between 3-6 months, the monthly rate is only $25, and if you
reserve space for 7-12 months, your monthly rate is only $20.

Deadline for materials is the second Thursday of the month prior to publication.

e-mail: info@ghglcc.org

neChamber

the greater houston glbt chamber of commerce

P.O. Box 66129
Houston, Texas 77266-6129

p: ‘;l Please Recycle

Address Correction Requested




