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There is no cure, but science is still in the 

battle against HIV. Today’s HIV treatments 

may help you get to undetectable. That 

means the amount of virus is so low it can’t  

be measured in lab tests. Ask your healthcare 

provider about HIV and treatment options. 
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Hours before legendary 
gay-rights activist Ray Hill 
died on November 24, 

Houston’s Pride Wall—at Jenni’s 
Noodle House in the Heights—was destroyed by 
vandals in an apparent anti-LGBTQ hate crime. 

Then, just days later, a veritable parade of 
bigots came before the Houston City Council, 
equating LGBTQ people with pedophiles as they 
spoke in opposition to the public library’s Drag 
Queen Storytime program. 

It seems diffi cult to ignore the fact that Hill’s 
death coincided with this fresh outburst of anti-
LGBTQ hatred in the city he loved so dearly. But it 
also seems clear how Hill would have wanted us to 
respond. Indeed, the best way to honor his legacy 
is to continue to fi ght—harder than ever—for equality.  

As Hill put it in an interview with OUTSMART in 
August, “The struggle continues. You don’t have 
to do it all, nor do you have to do as much as I’ve 
done. But do what you can.”

We hope you are inspired by writer Kim 
Hogstrom’s tribute to Hill in this month’s cover story. 
R.I.P., Ray. 

Elsewhere in this December issue, writer 
Andrew Edmonson profi les another Houston 
pioneer, Ann Robison, an LGBTQ ally who is 
marking 30 years at the helm of the Montrose 
Center. And, speaking of legends, OUTSMART’s 
Dalton DeHart has his annual highlights of the 
year’s events in photos. 

That’s right—2018 is nearly over, which means 
it’s also time for writer Ryan Leach’s 10 Things 
to Leave Behind. Naturally, Leach’s 2018 list 
includes several anti-LGBTQ Republicans who were 
defeated in the midterm elections. On the fl ip side, 
writers Brandon Wolf and Marene Gustin bring us 
up to speed on some of the victorious candidates, 
including fi ve new openly LGBTQ Harris County 
judges, and the state’s fi rst out appeals-court judge. 

On the arts front, Gustin talks to Antonius-Tin 
Bui, a nonbinary, genderqueer, Vietnamese-
American who’s now in residence at the Houston 
Contemporary Craft Center. And writer Don 
Maines profi les Rameen Chaharbaghi, an Iranian-
American baritone who’ll be part of the Houston 
Chamber Choir’s annual holiday concert. 

Finally, if you need some additional seasonal 
cheer, don’t miss Brandon Wolf’s piece on local 
“Mama Bear” Nancy Sims. Thanks to Sims’ 
benevolence, three struggling transgender youth 
will fi nally be accepted for who they are this 
Christmas. 

Happy New Year! 
—John Wright

ON THE COVER

EDITOŔ S NOTE

REMEMBERING RAY HILL
Pg.66

Cover photo by Jason Meade
Design by Alex Rosa

Special thanks to Jarrod Gullett 
and Travis Johns of Proud Pony 
International for additional photos.
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cludes 61 district courts, four probate courts, 
four county civil courts, and 16 county crimi-
nal courts.  

Miller, who also defeated an anti-LGBTQ 
opponent, will become the state’s first openly 
HIV-positive elected official. 

“I hope I don’t see you in my courtroom, 
but if I do, I promise you a fair hearing,” Miller 
said. “All communities, including LGBTQ peo-
ple, will be treated with respect and fairness. 
I’m grateful to all of those who helped us win; it 
will be an honor to serve.”

The majority of the Democratic judicial 
candidates in Harris County were endorsed by 
the Houston GLBT Political Caucus. In addi-
tion to the judicial sweep, Democrats captured 
a majority on the Harris County Commission-
ers Court, paving the way for progressive poli-
cies that include nondiscrimination protec-
tions for LGBTQ employees. 

Democrat Lina Hidalgo, a 27-year-old La-
tina immigrant, will chair the Commissioners 
Court after defeating Republican County judge 
Ed Emmett. Although Emmett was considered 

Blue Wave Transforms Harris Courts 

News

In a remarkable reversal of longtime 
Republican dominance, all 85 Harris 
County judicial seats will be occupied 

by Democrats beginning in January.        
Harris County’s November 6 blue wave 

brought with it five openly LGBTQ judges-
elect: Beau Miller in District Court 190, 
James Kovach in County Civil Court 2, 
Shannon Baldwin in County Criminal Court 
4, Jerry Simoneaux in Probate Court 1, and 
Jason Cox in Probate Court 3.

Simoneaux, who ran unsuccessfully for 
judge in 2014, called it “a historic lavender 
judicial sweep.” 

“Voters overwhelmingly rejected politics 
of hate and division, much of it directed at 
the LGBTQ community, and elected a record 
number of LGBTQ judicial candidates,” 
Simoneaux said. “A new day is dawning in 
our community, and we are bringing in the 
light of equality, inclusion, equity, and com-
passion for all of us.” 

The five openly LGBTQ judges-elect will 
join three out jurists already serving on the 
bench in Harris County: Kelli Johnson in 
District Court 178, Daryl Moore in District 
Court 333, and Steven Kirkland in District 
Court 334. 

Under Republican control, the 15 family 
courts in Harris County had been considered 
“hazardous” for transgender people seeking 
gender-marker changes, as well as for same-
sex couples in cases involving adoption, child 
custody, life insurance, estates, and other 
matters. Until now, Houston attorneys rep-
resenting LGBTQ plaintiffs have frequently 
filed cases in Bexar, Dallas, or Travis coun-
ties, where judges are more LGBTQ-friendly. 

The change is also expected to be felt in 
criminal cases—including when gay men 
are arrested for consensual sexual activ-
ity in adult bookstores or other venues. Out 
criminal defense attorney John Nechman 
said that Harris County’s GOP judges have 
sometimes handed down harsher sentences 
for gay defendants in those cases than for 
heterosexual men convicted of domestic 
violence. 

Mike Webb, president of the the Houston 

GLBT Political Caucus, expects there will be 
“more cultural competence around issues af-
fecting LGBTQ individuals in Harris County.” 
Webb also expects an increase in LGBTQ judi-
cial staff members.  

Kovach, who defeated a Republican candi-
date tied to anti-LGBTQ hate groups, said he 
has practiced as an attorney in front of GOP 
judges for the vast majority of his 27-year ca-
reer. 

“This change is long overdue,” Kovach said. 
“Harris County voters sent a clear message 
that their courtrooms and judges should reflect 
the diversity of our city. This is a great win, be-
cause now pro se litigants in this court will no 
longer be intimidated because they can’t afford 
a lawyer. Everyone’s voice will be heard. And, 
of significant importance to me and the LG-
BTQ community, we will no longer be denied 
access to marry in our courthouse.”

The move away from Republican control 
began in 2014, when Democrats captured 13 
percent of Harris County’s judicial seats. In 
2016, that number increased to 32 percent. 
Harris County, the nation’s third-largest, in-

By Brandon Wolf

Voters oust dozens of Republicans, elect five new out judges. 

Lavender Sweep
Openly LGBTQ judges-elect 
(clockwise from top left): Beau 
Miller, District Court 190; 
James Kovach, County Civil 
Court 2; Jason Cox, Probate 
Court 3; Jerry Simoneaux, 
Probate Court 1; and  
Shannon Baldwin, County 
Criminal Court 4.

continued on page 14
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Shortly after mid-
night on January 1, 
Houston’s Charles 

Spain will be sworn in as 
the first openly LGBTQ 
appeals-court judge in 
Texas history. 

Spain, a 59-year-old 
Democrat, defeated Re-
publican incumbent Marc 
Brown to capture the Place 
4 seat on the 14th District 
Court, which covers 10 
counties in Southeast Tex-
as, including Harris.  

“I was not running to be 
the first openly gay justice on the Texas appel-

late bench. However, I am 
mindful of whatever place 
that I have [in history],” 
Spain says. “It’s not impor-
tant because Charles Spain 
is the person who’s there. 
It’s important because 
that’s a rainbow ceiling 
that’s broken. But what’s 
really important is that I 
do my job well.” 

Spain was one of 15 
openly LGBTQ candidates 
in Texas who won their 
races on November 6, in-
cluding seven from Hous-

ton. And Spain’s victory was part of a blue 
wave in appellate court races across the state. 
Previously, only three of the state’s 14 appeals 
courts had Democratic majorities. But in 
January, the number will grow to seven—in-
cluding the 14th District Court.  

“The sweep has thrown off the balance of 
the state’s judiciary, which before Tuesday 
was the best example of Texas Republican 
hegemony,” Emma Platoff wrote in the Texas 
Tribune following the election. “And it has 
teed up an ideological tension between newly 
Democratic courts of appeals and the state’s 
all-Republican high courts.” 

A longtime advocate of the LGBTQ com-
munity, Spain will bring a fresh perspective 
to the 14th District Court. Cases that have 
come before the court in recent years include 
Pidgeon v. Turner, the lawsuit challenging 
same-sex benefits for Houston municipal 
employees. 

“I was a founding member of the first 
LGBT college student groups in Waco, and 
co-founded the first state bar LGBT section 
[in the nation],” Spain says. And when he be-
came an associate municipal-court judge in 
2010, appointed by mayor Annise Parker, he 
became only the third openly gay male judge 
in the state. 

Spain was born and raised in Houston, 
and graduated from Sharpstown High School. 
After earning a bachelor’s degree from Rice 
University and a law degree from Baylor Uni-

an LGBTQ ally, the Caucus endorsed Hidalgo. 
And former sheriff Adrian Garcia, who ush-
ered in pro-LGBTQ reforms when he served as 
Harris County sheriff, defeated GOP incum-
bent Jack Morman for the Precinct 2 seat on 
the Commissioners Court. 

Webb noted that the 2018 midterms 
marked the last election in which Texas will 
allow straight-party voting.Last month, 76 
percent of Harris County voters cast straight-
party ballots—42 percent for Democrats, and 
34 percent for Republicans. 

The end of straight-ticket voting, man-
dated by the Texas Legislature, is sure to have 
a major impact on down-ballot races. 

Webb fears it may discourage some people 
from voting if they feel they don’t know 
enough about the candidates on the ballot. On 
the flip side, the end of straight-ticket voting 
could make the Caucus’ candidate-endorse-
ment card even more influential.

Jack Valinski, a longtime Caucus board 
member, said thanks to the community’s hard 
work, Harris County will now have judges who 
treat LGBTQ people more equally. “But we 
cannot stop now,” Valinski added. “We always 
have to vote, or our victories will be lost.” 

Brandon Wolf is a regular contributor 
to OutSmart magazine. 

continued from page 12News

News continued on page 62

Charles Spain Shatters 
Another ‘Rainbow Ceiling’ 

By Marene Gustin

Houston Democrat will be Texas’ 
first openly LGBTQ appeals-court judge. 
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Site-specifi c art by Carlos Cuz-Diez.
buffalobayou.org

HAPPY HANUKKAH! Tudors to Windsors A thru Jan 27  
Royal portraits. 
mfah.org
The Connoisseur’s Eye A thru Feb 3  
Ceramics in the Rienzi Collection. 
mfah.org

Christmas Crafts + A day of making 
traditional Czech ornaments. 
czechcenter.org 
A French Baroque Christmas  * 
& 2  Holiday music from Mercury.
mercuryhouston.org

6

Fair, has shot two Perellli calen-
dars, and was the fi rst woman to 
have her showing at the National 
Portrait Galleria in London. She 
shot the naked and pregnant Demi 
Moore cover for Vanity Fair, took 
the last picture of John Lennon the 
day he was gunned down, and 
shot two album covers for Cyndi 
Lauper. • But not all of her work 
is without controversy. To this day, 
it is still unclear whether or not the 
queen was miffed at her for asking 
to remove her tiara for an offi cial 
portrait. It caused a scandal when 
the BBC reported the tiff and then 
backtracked, but later the London 
Times also reported the story. And 

then there was the Miley Cyrus 
cover shoot that made her look 
naked. While the then-15-year-old 
Cyrus apologized, Leibovitz did 
not. As for her personal life, she 
has three daughters, and while they 
never lived together, the love of her 
life was essayist Susan Sontag. But 
it was only after Sontag’s passing 
that Leibovitz told an interviewer: 
“Call us ‘lovers.’ I like ‘lovers.’ You 
know, ‘lovers’ sounds romantic. I 
mean, I want to be perfectly clear. 
I love Susan.” —Marene Gustin

An Evening with Annie Leibovitz
December 17
Fotofest.org

Calendar of Events
Compiled by Marene Gustin

T

An Evening 
with Annie 

Leibovitz

his is a rare chance to hear 
one of the greatest portrait 
photographers of all time when 
Annie Leibovitz comes to Cullen 
Performance Hall at the Univer-

sity of Houston on the 17th of this month. • 
Leibovitz will present and discuss a selec-
tion of her photographs from the revised 
book At Work. First published in 2008, the 
book contains portraits of Richard Nixon’s 
resignation, the Rolling Stones on tour, and 
Queen Elizabeth II. Tickets to this FotoFest 
event sponsored by Brazos Bookstore top 
out at $223, but that level includes upfront 
seating and copies of her signed books At 
Work and Portraits. • The photographer 
has worked for Rolling Stone magazine for 
10 years, had her work appear in Vanity 

ANNIE LEIBOVITZ

http:// czechcenter.org 
http:// mercuryhouston.org 
http:// rudolphblume.com 
http:// crafthouston.org 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// levyparkhouston.org 
http:// theheightstheater.com 
http:// stagestheatre.com 
http:// buffalobayou.org 
http:// fotofest.org 
http:// mfah.org 
http:// mfah.org 
http:// arenahouston.com 
http:// houstonkappas.org 
http:// thehealthmuseum.org 
http:// mercuryhouston.org 
http:// tuts.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com


Tues.

Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed.

Thurs. Fri. Sat. Sun.

Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs.

Tues. Wed. Fri.

Sat. Sun.

28

30

Mon.
31

20

13

Save the Date

More Calendar ➝

24

26

17

22

Anomaly: The Magic of Robby 
Bennett and Other Curiosities  + 
Magic and comedy combine!
anomalyshow.com

Merry Christmas!

25

19

21

18

23

Miss Bennett: Christmas at Pember-
ley *  last day  A sequel to Pride & 
Prejudice.  mainstreettheater.com 
It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio 
Play * last day The classic as a radio 
play. adplayers.org

New Year’s Eve Historical Bash 
+ Party at the George Ranch.
georgeranch.org
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9

Funny Girl * thru 16 
Don’t rain on my parade! 
artfactoryhouston.com
The Ultimate Christmas Show 
(abridged) * thru 23 Slapstick 
holiday fun. stagestheatre.com

Transforming the Human Spirit 
through Song  * Free holiday 
singalong. hgo.org
Box 13 Artspace A thru Feb 2  
Three new art exhibits at the Box.
box13artspace.com

Bucky Miller: Two Raccoons 
A thru Mar 31 
Part of the Art on the Lawn series. 
camh.org

Sugar Land Holiday Lights * thru Jan 1 
2.5 million lights!
sugarlandholidaylights.com

10

16

The Condition of Being Here  A 
thru Jan 27  Jasper Johns exhibit 
at the new Menil Drawing Institute. 
menil.org

14

Happy Kwanzaa!

Who’s Holiday * thru 30
Adults only!
stagestheatre.com

12

An Evening with Annie Leibovitz + 
Meet the famed photographer.
fotofest.org 
(See opposite page, top.)

Body as a Work of Art A thru Jan 11 
It’s more than skin deep.
thehealthmuseum.org

A Christmas Carol: A Ghost Story 
of Christmas * thru 30  
God bless us, everyone! 
alleytheatre.org

Shen Yun  A thru Jan 16 
The culture of ancient China.
shenyun.com

Mannheim Steamroller Christmas  
* Christmas classics with a light show.
smartfinancialcentre.net

11

Christmas Is Coming Uptown * 
thru 30  Scrooge is a Harlem slumlord 
who is just about to foreclose on a ten-
ement house and a church when some 
groovy ghosts make him reconsider. 
ensemblehouston.com

Ice  + thru Jan 21  
Skate at the park. 
discoverygreen.com

29

Breakfast with Santa + 
Meet the jolly guy at Hotel Derek.
destinationhotels.com/hotel-derek
A Drag Christmas Carol * thru 15     
Ghosts, queens, and Miss Gay Texas!
obsidiantheater.org

Register for ALH Classes + thru 30 
Time to sign up for art classes that start 
January 14.
artleaguehouston.org

The Nutcracker * thru 29     
Houston Ballet returns to the Wortham!
houstonballet.org
Magical Winter Lights + 
Holiday lights at Gulf Greyhound Park. 
magicalwinterlights.com 

Baroque Razzle-Dazzle  * 
Celebrate New Year’s Eve 
with Ars Lyrica.
arslyricahouston.org

News vs. Nature (Gulf)  A thru Jan 13 
Art exhibition reflects on the social 
divides that unfold in the current news 
cycle, at Galveston Arts Center.
galvestonartscenter.org

ANNIE LEIBOVITZ
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1806 WESTHEIMER RD. - RIVER OAKS   

1700 POST OAK BLVD. (NEXT TO WHOLE FOODS) 
POST OAK LOCATION NOW OPEN SUNDAYS!

DON’T FORGET TO  
USE YOUR HSA AND  
FSA DOLLARS

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM 
THE EYE GALLERY

WINNER
BEST BRUNCH

FINALIST
BEST MEXICAN

BEST BRUNCH

FINALIST

12/18

Calendar of Events
continued from previous page

A Drag Christmas Carol
Thru December 15
–
It’s not really the holidays 
until the drag queens 
show up. So get on over 
to Obsidian Theater and 
snag a ticket to A Drag 
Christmas Carol written 
by Rhett Martinez. It’s like 
Scrooge meets RuPaul. A 
hard-hearted politician 
experiences a change 
of heart with the help of 
some drag queens and 
ghosts in this jukebox 
Christmas musical. This 
original musical is sure to 
be a fun and unique holi-
day experience. Directed 
by Kelsey McMillan and 
Tom Stell.
obsidiantheater.org

Thru 15

 �

Gingerbread House Competition
December 8
–
Gingerbread is back in season, and what better 

8

Jason Mraz
December 14
–
Jason Mraz & Toca Rivera “Live In Stereo” will see the 
multiple-Grammy-Award winner partnering with long-
time percussionist Toca Rivera for an intimate acoustic 
performance at Smart Financial Centre at Sugar Land 
on December 14. The event comes on the heels of the 
upcoming release of Mraz’s hugely anticipated new 
studio album, Know, his fi rst full-length studio recording 
in over four years. Mraz, who identifi es as bisexual, 
started as a San Diego coffee shop singer-songwriter. 
Besides his albums, he’s also appeared recently on 
Broadway in the musical Waitress. 
smartfi nancialcentre.net

GLORIA’S

way to celebrate than by constructing a cookie house 
for charity. Montrose Grace Place (MGP), a drop-in 
shelter for vulnerable youth of all gender identities and 
sexualities, hosts its third annual Gingerbread House 
Competition to raise funds for its programs. Purchase a 
gingerbread house kit and put it together with a team, 
or browse items in MGP’s silent auction for holiday gift 
ideas. Houston drag performer Duckie Dujour emcees 
the competition, which will be held at Kindred on 
Missouri Street. MGP was founded in 2009 by Kindred 
members who wanted to provide a safe space for home-
less adolescents in the Montrose area.
montrosegraceplace.org

14
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THE
EYE
GALLERY

EYEGALLERYHOUSTON.COM
1806 WESTHEIMER RD. - RIVER OAKS   713.523.1279

1700 POST OAK BLVD. (NEXT TO WHOLE FOODS) 713.622.7470
POST OAK LOCATION NOW OPEN SUNDAYS!

DON’T FORGET TO  
USE YOUR HSA AND  
FSA DOLLARS

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM 
THE EYE GALLERY

http:// eyegalleryhouston.com 
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Guest Column By Kathryn Way
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RuPaul Gets It Wrong—Again
Here’s the problem with the 
Drag Race host’s ‘If you can’t 
love yourself’ signoff.

If you were to stand on a chair at a Carly Rae 
Jepsen concert and scream, “If you can’t love 

yourself . . . ,” every tank-topped twink and 
pink-glitter femme would immediately respond 
in unison, “How the hell you gonna love some-
body else?!” 

While RuPaul’s infamous Drag Race signoff 
catchphrase is seared into our collective queer 
consciousness, at the end of the day it’s worth 
noting that this popular but problematic host 
is increasingly becoming known for outdated 
takes. With a well-documented history of bung-
ling issues related to transgender women and 
gender (including a rather toothless pseudo-
apology), Mama Ru has another distressing, an-
tiquated take insidiously Trojan-horsed in plain 
sight: the idea that you are incapable of giving 
or receiving love if you don’t love yourself. 

Now, this mindset is in no way specific to 
RuPaul, though it is perpetuated at the end of ev-
ery episode of one of the most popular LGBTQ 
shows on television. 

According to the National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness (NAMI), LGBTQ individuals are almost 
three times as likely to experience a mental-
health condition such as major depression or 
generalized anxiety disorder. Suicide is a lead-
ing cause of death in the queer community, with 
trans individuals facing an even higher risk. Our 
increased likelihood of struggling with mental-
health issues makes us particularly vulnerable to 
RuPaul’s version of wellness and the cult of posi-
tivity. Self-care is deeply important these days, 
but it’s also been commodified to the point of 
distortion as so many lifestyle brands weaponize 
their inspirational quotes and meditation mantras 
to push their laxative tea and keep you clicking.

The thing about the cult of positivity is that 
it’s ultimately rooted in silencing the sufferings 

of others. Perma-positivity is not just an unhelp-
ful mindset, it’s downright dismissive. Lacking all 
nuance, it’s a polite way of telling people not to 
talk about the bad things that have happened to 
them because it’s a total bummer to hear. 

We’ve come too far in terms of societal rec-
ognition of highly stigmatized conditions to try 
to trick people into suppressing their pain and 
hoping they’ll create a shiny diamond out of it. 
While self-love is something we should all strive 
for, it is not a static state. Even the best among 
us have bad days. Healing is not linear, and for 
those of us who already struggle with self-worth 
issues, there is no magic trick that uses positive 
thinking to catapult you into sublime, everlasting 
happiness. 

Optimism is admirable, but demanding 
“good vibes only” is a slippery slope that ig-
nores mental illness and very real systems of 
violence and oppression. The myth of being 
in total, metaphysical control of everything in 
your life means that when something bad hap-
pens to you, it’s somehow your fault. This line of 
black-and-white thinking doesn’t just teeter on 
the edge of victim-blaming, it screams “Cannon-
ball!” and jumps right in—it’s an emotional boot-
strap theory that puts unrealistic and sometimes 

ableist expectations on people who are suffer-
ing. This pushes the depressed and the trauma-
tized back into the shadows, further reinforcing 
their isolation and their hesitance to reach out.

While the sentiment behind “You can’t love 
someone else if you don’t love yourself” is 
understandable and mostly good-hearted, in 
practice, that idea is damaging and exclusion-
ary. And while it’s not anyone else’s job to fix 
you, professionals and loved ones can provide 
support and tools that can help. Other people 
are not medicine and it’s not fair to expect them 
to heal you, but therapy is more mainstream 
than ever as we continue to collectively shed the 
stigma of mental illness. The prevalence of sup-
portive and healing online communities means 
that no one needs to be alone in their pain. 
People with body dysmorphia, eating disorders, 
depression, PTSD, anxiety, schizophrenia, and 
addiction are not somehow worth less because 
of their struggles. You are not a bad person if 
you cannot instantly emerge from your bed and 
transform into a glittering, ethereal Instagram 
vision of glowing self-love. 

Sadness is not a moral failing. You are not 
owed happiness—it doesn’t work like that.  

continued on page 28

RuPaul
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LeftOut

7. Issue a proclamation saying they feel really 
bad about former attorney general Jeff Sessions 
losing his job (but not really—the guy’s a jerk).
6. Give Donald Trump Jr. a bus pass to Muel-
ler’s office, and a dime to call Daddy when he 
finishes his deposition.
5. Require CSPAN to air Trump golfing week-
ends live. If that’s successful, they must add a 
live weekday feed of Trump during his daily 
“Executive Time.”
4. Challenge Russia to a dodgeball game. They 
get Putin, we get Trump. We can cheer for both 
sides. The loser just remains a loser.
3. Require Trump to sign all vetoes with the 
motto “Tiny Hands, Tiny Brains.”
2. Require Beto O’Rourke’s punk band to play 
right after the official prayer that opens Con-
gress on January 3. 
And Number One: Give Maxine Waters a 
bullhorn. 

I hope your holidays are merry, bright, and 
full of jingle. Have a Happy New Year’s Eve 
and kiss somebody gorgeous.
 
Susan Bankston lives in Richmond, Texas,  
where she writes about her hairdresser at The 
World’s Most Dangerous Beauty Salon, Inc.,  
at juanitajean.com.

By Susan Bankston

If you’re like me—and the good Lord hopes you 
are—you are grieving over not having Senator 

Beto represent Texas, and that we’re stuck with 
six more years of Ted Cruz. Momma used to 
say, “Honey, you can’t keep trouble from visit-
ing, but you don’t have to offer it a chair.”  

You get seven years of bad luck for break-
ing a mirror. Well, apparently electing Ted Cruz 
gets you six years of dreadfully bad luck and an 
extra dose of creepy.  

On the upside, we had electoral merriment 
locally. Both Harris and Fort Bend counties took 
the bridle off, threw out the frying pan, and 
let the panther scream. Democrats took every 
countywide office that was on the ballot.  

Although Democrats made big gains in the 
Texas House, we will have to do better in two 
years to capture a majority. So, I want you to 
start sleeping with one eye on alert and the other 
half open. It looks like the new speaker of the 
Texas House will be GOP representative Den-
nis Bonnen, although members won’t vote on a 
new speaker until January. Bonnen is not fond of 
people, and supports as much hate legislation as 
allowed by law. However, I do think he likes girls 
in white dresses with blue satin sashes, as well as 
snowflakes that stay on his nose and eyelashes.

Bonnen is a 46-year-old from Angleton. You 
know Angleton—it’s Beaumont with five more 
adult bookstores, and gravel roads in front of 
the shopping mall.  

In 2014, Bonnen signed the Texas Conser-
vative Coalition’s amicus brief urging federal 
courts to uphold Texas’ antigay marriage ban. 
His pro-discrimination argument compared 
same-sex marriages to polygamy, pedophilia, 
and incest. 

And if that ain’t enough, he voted against a 
Texas law for free breakfast for Texas schoolchil-
dren, but he supports allowing teachers to carry 
guns in school. Hungry kids, underpaid/over-
worked/stressed teachers, and guns—well, ya 
think that combination ought to lift Texas up from 
49th place in education? The short answer is no. 
The long answer is “Oh hell no, othertrucker.”

And of course, Bonnen has a 100-percent  
rating with the NRA. But hey, there’s that  

snowflakes-on-his-eyelashes thing he’s got going 
for him.

I realize that he may be the best of a bad lot 
for Democrats, and since we don’t have enough 
votes to install a Democratic speaker, Bonnen 
may be the best we can do. In theory, I might 
agree with that. (In theory, I might flap my ears 
and fly to the moon.) So keep an eye on this 
guy. My guess is that we’ll have bathroom wars 
in the first two weeks. You can put angel wings 
on the devil, but he’ll still stick a fork in you.

One place we don’t have to compromise is 
Congress. Democrats in Washington are about 
to own the House of Representatives. 

I was pondering what I want the Democratic 
House to accomplish next year. The list is long: 
healthcare, criminal justice reform, education, 
infrastructure, a $15-an-hour minimum wage . . .  

Then I stopped and asked myself what I see 
them doing in my wildest dreams. So, here are 
the Top 10 Dreamy Things The new Demo-
craTic congress shoulD Do righT away: 
10. Make “Presidential Tax-Return Display Day” 
a national holiday with lots and lots of fireworks
9. Declare special prosecutor Robert Mueller a 
national monument
8. Auction off Florida. Seriously, y’all, we should 
do that.

Hallelujah, We’ve Got the House
Ten things the new 
Democratic majority 
should do right away.

Speaking Out
Rep. Maxine Waters (seen here at the “Families Belong Together” immigration rally): 

what gift should she be given this year?

‹
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June 29, 2019

African SafariAfrican SafariAfrican SafariAfrican SafariAfrican Safari
10-Night Canada Cruise on MSC Meraviglia

June 29, 2019
7-day Mediterranean cruise from Barcelona on MSC Seaview

10-Night Canada Cruise on MSC Meraviglia
October 8, 2019

November 30, 2019

October 8, 2019October 8, 2019
Canada - New England

June 29, 2019June 29, 2019
day Mediterranean cruise from Barcelona on MSC Seaviewday Mediterranean cruise from Barcelona on MSC Seaview

Mediterranean

Egypt

June 29, 2019June 29, 2019
day Mediterranean cruise from Barcelona on MSC Seaview

June 29, 2019June 29, 2019
7-day Mediterranean cruise from Barcelona on MSC Seaview

Canada - New EnglandCanada - New England

from
$939pp

Canada - New EnglandCanada - New England
from

$699pp

November 30, 2019November 30, 2019November 30, 2019from
$4899pp

October 27-November 3, 2019
7-Day Western Caribbean Cruise

Ports: Miami, At Sea, Roatan, Harvest Caye Costa Maya, Cozumel, At Sea, Miami

Free Prepaid Service Fees for 2 (Onboard Tips) a $203 value-FREE!
Free Ultimate Beverage Package for 2 Including Tips- a $1495 value FREE!

June 29, 2019

October 27-November 3, 2019
Ports: Miami, At Sea, Roatan, Harvest Caye Costa Maya, Cozumel, At Sea, Miami

Free Prepaid Service Fees for 2 (Onboard Tips) a $203 value-FREE!
Free Ultimate Beverage Package for 2 Including Tips- a $1495 value FREE!Free Ultimate Beverage Package for 2 Including Tips- a $1495 value FREE!

October 27-November 3, 2019
Ports: Miami, At Sea, Roatan, Harvest Caye Costa Maya, Cozumel, At Sea, Miami

Free Prepaid Service Fees for 2 (Onboard Tips) a $203 value-FREE!
Free Ultimate Beverage Package for 2 Including Tips- a $1495 value FREE!Free Ultimate Beverage Package for 2 Including Tips- a $1495 value FREE!

from
$899pp

11 Nights
Luxury 

India Tour
11 Nights
Luxury 

11 Nights
Luxury 

11 Nights
Luxury 

India Tour
Luxury 

India Tour
Luxury 

India TourIndia Tour
from

$4599pp

March 7-18, 2020

(800) 592-9058 - AquafestCruises.com(800) 592-9058 - AquafestCruises.com
2019: African Safari * Canada * New England * Mediterrannean * Peru 2020: Egypt * India 

EgyptEgypt
2020

http:// aquafestcruises.com 
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MoneySMart By Grace S. Yung, CFP

The Kavanaugh Factor
High court poses 
threat to LGBTQ 
financial security.

Even if you’ve already planned 
a comfortable future for your-

self and your partner, it could 
be time to revisit everything, 
because financial protections for 
“non-traditional” couples may be 
about to change—again!

In fact, with the recent confir-
mation of Supreme Court justice 
Brett Kavanaugh, much of the 
hard-fought progress that has 
been made by the LGBTQ com-
munity could be in jeopardy. And that may not 
bode well for your financial security. 

Just a few short years ago in 2013, the Su-
preme Court struck down the antigay Defense 
of Marriage Act (DOMA), opening the door for 
married same-sex couples to partake in federal 
benefits that were long overdue.

Unfortunately, in the next few months, it is 
anticipated that the U.S. high court may accept 
a case from one of several appeals courts that 
could determine whether LGBTQ individuals 
and couples are protected under current federal 
civil-rights laws. 

In addition, when Kavanaugh refused un-
der oath to say whether the DOMA case was 
properly decided, it sent an alarming and clear 
signal. For those in the LGBTQ community, the 
constant uphill battle that has previously taken 
a “two steps forward, one step back” approach 
may soon shift into reverse. 

With that in mind, even the most carefully 
crafted financial plan—and even one that is 
based on the most recent marriage-equality 
decisions—may need to be revised to ensure 
protections for you and your spouse or partner. 

After the 2013 DOMA decision, many  
LGBTQ couples were relieved that Social Se-
curity began recognizing same-sex marriages, 
as well as some non-marital legal relationships, 
for the purposes of determining entitlement to 
benefits. This recognition later expanded to in-
clude Medicare and SSI (Supplemental Security 
Income).

So after years of paying into the Social 

Security system, same-sex spouses have finally 
been allowed to share in Social Security spou-
sal and survivor benefits—which, for many, 
could mean the difference between being able 
to pay future living expenses or enduring a 
much less stable financial situation. Going for-
ward, however, these benefit entitlements are in 
question. 

It’s a similar situation with Individual Retire-
ment Accounts (IRAs) and pensions, as legally 
married spouses can receive favorable treat-
ment when inheriting these types of accounts.  

The same could hold true with regard to insur-
ance contracts such as second-to-die life policies, 
as well as annuities with joint-income riders. 

For instance, many of these benefits may 
only be contractually guaranteed if the parties 
are a legally married couple (which could again 
be defined as “one man and one woman” in the 
future). So the ongoing retirement income and/
or financial cushion that currently gives you and 
your partner confidence might not be so secure 
down the road.  

This uncertainty brings to mind other ques-
tions, too. For instance, depending on whether 
benefit entitlements are grandfathered, does it 
make sense for unmarried same-sex couples to 
tie the knot now to avoid uncertainty later?

While any type of change can cause uncer-
tainty, when it comes to your and your loved 
ones’ financial security, the invalidation of cur-
rent marriage-equality laws could literally be 
life-changing. 

This is one reason why getting your financial 

and legal affairs in order 
so they can survive any 
political climate is more 
important than ever. 

There are some strate-
gies that can help you to 
better ensure that you’re 
in control of your financial 
plan—regardless of what 
happens down the road. 
For instance, legal docu-
ments and trusts can pro-

vide you with the opportunity to specify where 
and to whom your assets will pass. 

The proper titling of assets can also make a 
difference. For instance, if you and your partner 
own assets as joint tenants with right of survivor-
ship, money or property will automatically pass 
to the other joint tenant(s), without having to go 
through probate. 

In addition, making sure that you have set 
up powers-of-attorney for both financial and 
medical situations can allow your spouse or 
partner to have an active role in decisions if you 
are unable to make them on your own. Without 
such documents, important decisions could 
instead be left to a blood relative, or even the 
state. 

When creating—or revising—your plans, 
it is advantageous to work with advisors who 
are well-versed in retirement, income, and asset 
protection planning, and who are familiar with 
the LGBTQ community. 

This can help ensure that the advice you re-
ceive—and the plan that results from it—will be 
up-to-date and on track with financial laws and 
provisions that could impact you the most. 

  
Grace S. Yung, CFP, is a certified financial 
planner practitioner with experience in helping 
domestic partners plan their finances since 
1994. She is a principal at Midtown Financial 
LLC in Houston and was recognized as a “Five-
Star Wealth Manager” in the September 2017  
issue of Texas Monthly. Yung can be reached at 
grace.yung@lpl.com.

Brett Kavanaugh
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Unapologetically  trans

A Trans Texas Christmas
My holiday wish list 
for the community.

I love the holiday season. I love hearing my 
favorite Christmas songs on the radio. I have 

a Spotify channel specifically to house my 
Christmas tunes with soul. I love rolling through 
different parts of Houston to see neighborhoods 
lit up with holiday lights. And I love ice-skating 
at Discovery Green and the Galleria. 

While I won’t be getting up at 4 a.m. on 
Christmas to open presents, I do enjoy spend-
ing quality time with both my blood and chosen 
families, especially my nieces.

I also love scarfing up my mom’s German 
chocolate pound cake.

As the saying goes, it is better to give than 
to receive. But one of the things I hope I receive 
(hint, hint) is a new computer. (My Dell desktop 
is running Windows XP, just to give you an idea 
how old it is.)  

One of my other Christmas wishes came 
early when Democrats swept Harris County in 
the November elections.     

But If I were the black Santa that Megyn 
Kelly says doesn’t exist, what would I give to 
the Texas trans community as I’m cruising at 
reindeer-powered high altitude?  

For starters, every trans-led organization 
based in the Lone Star State—including the 
Black Trans Advocacy Coalition (BTAC), the 
Transgender Education Network of Texas 
(TENT), Gender Infinity, and the Organización 
Latina de Trans en Texas (OLTT)—would receive 
the funding they need to hire staff, procure 
office space, bring on Austin-based lobbyists 
(if needed), build cash reserves, and do their 
much-needed work at the socio-economic and 
political levels.

I would also place under the Texas trans 
Christmas tree a statewide nondiscrimination 
law that includes gender identity and expres-
sion. Every Texas school district, college, and 
university would have nondiscrimination and 
anti-bullying policies that cover trans people 

so we can focus on our educations, not fighting 
administrators for basic human decency.  

I want to see an end to trans kids being 
tossed out of their homes for being trans. I want 
homeless shelters in the Lone Star State to house 
trans people based on their presentation and 
not their genitalia, and for other residents and 
staff to treat them with dignity and respect.

I want an end to trans kids (and trans adults) 
attempting to commit suicide because of the bul-
lying from their families, their peers, evil-gelical 
pastors, and right-wing politicians.  

This Christmas, I would give Texas trans 
people the ability to change their names and 
gender markers without drama, disrespect from 
judges, or having to travel to Austin, Dallas, or 
San Antonio.  

I would have another law passed that makes 
so-called reparative therapy illegal in the Lone 
Star State. If reparative therapy didn’t work on 
the gay and lesbian community, it damn sure isn’t 
going to work on born-this-way trans victims.     

If I were zipping around our ginormous state 
bearing gifts, I would also like to see the con-
crete electoral ceiling come crashing down for 
trans Texans who wish to run for public office. I 
want to see trans Texans not only join the rest of 
the nation in making electoral history, but also 
win so much that it’s not news anymore. I want 
to see trans Texans elected to serve in every of-
fice, from dog catcher to the State Legislature. 

Speaking of news, I want to see a trans per- 
son reporting the news on one of our local TV 
stations in Houston. I want to see more trans ➝ 

By Monica Roberts

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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BRIAR HOLLOW 
Eaton Square |  

 - ±  sf 
elegant gated traditional home 
Cindy Burns | 

MUSEUM DISTRICT 
Vassar Street |  

 - ±  sf 
country French-style on tree lined street 
Wade Knight | 

AFTON OAKS  
Kettering Drive |  

 - ±  sf 
best location | elevator | large lot 
Cindy Burns | 

MONTROSE  
Vermont Street |  

 - ±  sf 
architect designed | new construction 
Mike Spear | 

MEDICAL CENTER AREA 
Fannin Station S |  

 - ±  sf 
glorious lake vistas | grand master  
Jim Rosenfeld | 

CHAMBERS COUNTY WEST 
Cedar Gully Road |  

 - ±  sf 
waterfront | ±1 acre | 4+ garage | apt 
Martha Jefferies | 

RICE MILITARY 
Koehler Street |  

 - ±  sf 
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Karen Keplinger Stowers | 

MONTROSE  
Montrose Boulevard |  

 - ±  sf 
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Wade Knight | 
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 - ±  sf 
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Marla Bailey | 
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Guest Column

continued from page 20

colina homes

media pundits, especially when the topics turn 
to issues affecting our community. I want more 
positive stories about trans people featured in 
our Texas media outlets, both mainstream and 
LGBTQ. I want to see trans people working be-
hind the TV cameras and in newsrooms as well. 

I would also bring an end to anti-trans at-
titudes within our TBLGQ community and the 
organizations that represent it. It is past time for 
those attitudes to go away so we can become 
a shining example of the type of “beloved com-
munity” that the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
envisioned for this nation.

I want trans Houstonian Jessica Zyrie’s mod-
eling dream of ripping a Victoria’s Secret fash-
ion-show runway to come true. I would also like 
to see a trans Texan win Miss Texas-Universe. 

My final gift delivery (before I headed back 
to the North Pole on Christmas Day) would be 
for our trans kids. I not only want their parents 
to believe them when they announce that they 
are trans, I also want that revelation to result in 
the kids living childhoods that are as normal as 
their cisgender friends.

If the detractors out there think this will never 
happen, think again. I wouldn’t bet against 
people who have to fight every day to be their 
authentic selves in a world that is so viciously 
hostile to them. 

Merry Christmas, OutSmart readers, and 
have a happy and prosperous New Year!  

Monica Roberts, a native Houstonian, is the 
founding editor of the GLAAD award-winning 
blog TransGriot. Her ongoing mission is to edu-
cate people on the lives of transgender people 
and fight for everyone’s human rights. 

unapoloGetiCally  trans

continued from page 26

Happiness is a bare-knuckle brawl that you 
have with yourself every day upon waking. 
You will not always win. Self-hate is already so 
crushingly painful, and people who grapple 
with it don’t need further pain and stigma. You 
can still love and be a worthy partner, no mat-
ter how much you struggle yourself. Love is not 
split in half or rationed when you choose to 
love someone while struggling to love yourself. 
Pushing through your own pain to love someone 
else, making that much room in your heart, is 
profound and noble. To all those who are wad-
ing through the darkness, please know that your 
love is not broken or tainted. It is pure and inher-
ently valuable. Thank you for giving any love 
you can spare. Thank you for loving despite a 
cultural narrative that tries to render you inca-
pable. You are capable. Thank you.

Kathryn Way is a frequent contributor 
to OutSmart magazine. 

http:// colinahomes.com 
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BRIAR HOLLOW 
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Vassar Street | $1.7+mil 
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country French-style on tree lined street 
Wade Knight | 713.582.0264

AFTON OAKS  
Kettering Drive | $1.7+mil 
5-6/5.5 - ±5,439 sf 
best location | elevator | large lot 
Cindy Burns | 281.630.8865

MONTROSE  
Vermont Street | $690s 
3/3.5 - ±2,541 sf 
architect designed | new construction 
Mike Spear | 713.204.7653

MEDICAL CENTER AREA 
Fannin Station S | $490s 
3-4/3.5 - ±3,317 sf 
glorious lake vistas | grand master  
Jim Rosenfeld | 713.854.1303

CHAMBERS COUNTY WEST 
Cedar Gully Road | $340s 
3/2.5 - ±1,689 sf 
waterfront | ±1 acre | 4+ garage | apt 
Martha Jefferies | 281.914.2880

RICE MILITARY 
Koehler Street | $320s 
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fantastic location | sophisticated home 
Karen Keplinger Stowers | 832.293.2827

MONTROSE  
Montrose Boulevard | $320s 
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elegant living | extensively updated 
Wade Knight | 713.582.0264

THE WOODLANDS 
Hawkhurst Circle | $270s 
4/2 - ±2,222 sf 
gorgeous 1-story | great floor plan 
Marla Bailey | 713.705.6150
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Photos by Dalton DeHart and Edgardo Aguilar

Community

On November 1, EPAH held its Houston Industry 
LGBT mixer at The Sam Houston Hotel. Pictured 
are Thomas Kessler (Deloitte), Tammi 
Wallace (LGBT Chamber of Commerce), Jim 
Pearsall (ExxonMobil), Chad Griffin (HRC), 
Ken Ng (Chevron), and Alex Papastrat 
(Dow Chemical).

A ribbon cutting for the Comcast Computer Lab 
at Combined Arms on November 1. Pictured 
are representatives from Comcast and Lone Star 
Veterans Association.

Houston Gay Kickball League at Lawrence Park 
during Theme Weekend in November. Pictured is 
the championship team, Empire Kicks Back.

StHope_Aug16.indd   1 7/20/16   10:24 AM

Robert Cameron

281.808.8630  •  NewportAir.net

0%
Financing 
Available

Lic#TACLA55198E

NEWPORT 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

Save Our Sisters presented Connected 
Woman’s Awareness Day on November 18 at 
the Montrose Center. Pictured are some of the 
participants and supporters.

http:// newportair.net 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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Show Us Your OutSmart 
GOING OUT OF TOWN? 
Take OutSmart along. Snap a high-res pic of yourself 
with the magazine and send it to us. 
Send to: Letters@OutSmartmagazine.cOm.  
Tag us on Facebook or hashtag us on Instagram 

@outsmarthouston /outsmartmagazine @outsmartmagazine

In August, Tim Gonzalez and Shaun White
 took OutSmart to Reykjavik, Iceland.

December 9: HIV & Aging Coalition 2018 Holiday Party inviting folks 
that are both 50+ and HIV+. No RSVP required. INFO: MontroseCenter.org

December 12:  Out@TUTS Night presents Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. 
Get your seats for the first Wednesday night of every thrilling production in TUTS’ 
50th anniversary season. After the curtain goes down, the party continues with 
free bites, drink specials, and live music. Mingle with the cast and crew members, 
sing a few show tunes, and celebrate an inclusive Houston. All are welcome! 
INFO tuts.com/out

SAVE THE DATE
January 26-February 10: Galveston Restaurant Week 2019 
benefitting Access Care of Coastal Texas. INFO: Galvestonrestaurantweek.com

January 31: ActOut at The Alley presents The Carpenter. Enjoy food, 
beverages, door prizes and FUN!!! This pre-curtain reception starts at 6:00 p.m. 
and is FREE with your ticket to this performance. Show starts at 7:30 p.m.
INFO:alleytheatre.orgww

You enjoyed a colorful 40-year career.  
Now you are working on your first greatest hit.  

You never imagined moving to a community would 
be so inspiring, and now you couldn’t imagine living 

anywhere else. Be Inspired.

License # 148171
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Independent Living

Assisted Living • Memory Care

1015 S. Shepherd Dr. 
Houston, TX 77019

License # 106191

1407 Studewood
Houston, TX 77008

of The  He i g ht s

http:// montrosecenter.org 
http:// tuts.com/out 
http:// galvestonrestaurantweek.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
mailto:letters@outsmartmagazine.com
mailto:letters@outsmartmagazine.com
mailto:letters@outsmartmagazine.com
mailto:letters@outsmartmagazine.com
mailto:letters@outsmartmagazine.com


Creating extraordinary spaces since 1984.

HOUSTON 9889 Westheimer Road | 713.787.9494
cantoni.com  |      @cantonidesign

http:// cantoni.com 


34  |  DECEMBER 2018  |  OutSmartMagazine.com

‘An Incredible Force of Nature’

Ann Robison marks 30 years 
at helm of Montrose Center.
By Andrew Edmonson
Photo by Dalton DeHart

When Ann Robison became ex-
ecutive director of the Montrose 
Counseling Center in December 

1988, the organization’s finances were so pre-
carious that she sometimes had to scrounge 
change from the soda machine and rush to de-
posit it at the bank so that payroll would clear.

If there still wasn’t enough money to make 
payroll, she and the receptionist would wait 
several days to cash their paychecks. (He was 
a retired teacher who lived on a pension, and 
she could depend upon her then-husband’s 
income.)

Finances weren’t the only crisis that Robi-
son had to deal with. She assumed leadership 
of the organization at the height of the AIDS 
crisis, and Houston’s LGBTQ community—
including the Montrose Counseling Center 
itself—was reeling from the devastation. It 
was a lot for a small agency to handle with only 
17 employees and a $385,000 annual budget.  

Three decades later, Robison, 62, has led 
the organization through a profound transfor-
mation. It’s been re-branded as the Montrose 
Center and significantly expanded beyond its 
original core mission as a behavioral-health 
center. It is the nation’s fifth largest LGBTQ 
center, serving 100,000 individuals over the 
last year, with 95 employees and a budget of 
more than $6 million. In 2017, the Montrose 
Center launched the Hurricane Harvey 
LGBTQ Disaster Relief Fund, raising $1.2 mil-
lion—the largest LGBTQ disaster-relief fund-
raising effort in history. Having celebrated its 
40th anniversary earlier this year, the Center 
will break ground in 2019 on a $24.8 million 
LGBTQ-affirming senior housing complex, 
the second-largest in the nation, in Houston’s 
Third Ward.

“Ann is an incredible force of nature,” 
observes Kennedy Loftin, chief development 
officer of the Montrose Center.

“When I came to the Center, we only had 
325 donors,” he said. “It would have been 

conservative Presbyterian family in Pennsyl-
vania come to lead a Houston LGBTQ institu-
tion for 30 of its 40 years? The credit for her 
evolution goes to the intrepid teenage-fiction 
sleuth, Nancy Drew.

Born in Butler, Pennsylvania, Robison 
grew up in the tiny town of Connoqueness-
ing. Her mother taught her to sew, and she 
loved creating costumes for student theatri-
cal productions. As she matured into a young 
adult, she developed a liberal sensibility and 
discovered that she was an atheist, much to 
her conservative mother’s dismay.  

“My mother kept saying, ‘How did you turn 
out this way? I don’t know how you turned out 
this way,’” she recalls. “I said, ‘Well, Mother, 
it was all those Nancy Drew books you gave 
me. [The books featured] a strong woman who 
was in charge, and that’s what I became.’ That 
did not make her happy to know that it was her 
fault.”

Robison graduated from the University of 

Outstanding Ally
Ann Robison has grown the Montrose Center from a fledgling counseling agency into the 

fifth-largest LGBTQ center in the nation, with a budget of more than $6 million. 

‹

impossible to complete a capital campaign of 
$24.8 million without Ann. The trust that Ann 
has built with the City government, with our 
local community, has helped us achieve our 
goal.”  

Katy Caldwell, CEO of Legacy Community 
Health, praised Robison’s decisiveness in 
periods of great stress.

“During times of crisis—such as Hur-
ricanes Katrina, Rita, Ike, and Harvey—she 
was laser-focused on making sure the Center 
was able to serve the LGBTQ community and 
had the resources to do it,” Caldwell says. “She 
was a strong voice to make sure the needs of 
the community were not overlooked by elected 
officials and funding organizations.”

Sonia Corrales, chief program officer of 
the Houston Area Women’s Center, lauded 
Robison for her decades of activism to combat 
violence against women. “She’s a badass,” 
Corrales says.  

So how did a heterosexual woman from a 

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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Pittsburgh with a dual major in psychology 
and sociology. She then volunteered full-time 
for six months at Pittsburgh Action Against 
Rape as an advocate for sexual-assault survi-
vors. She would take the bus to the hospital at 
night, meet survivors, help them navigate the 
hospital and the police, and support their emo-
tional recovery. 

After she married and her husband’s job 
took her to Port Arthur, she ran the Rape and 
Suicide Crisis Center in Beaumont from 1981 
to 1984. She also participated in the National 
Organization for Women (NOW) as well as 
Democratic Party politics, and she was a 
founding member of the Texas Association 
Against Sexual Assault.  

In 1984, she moved to Austin to work for 
the Texas Department of Public Health. While 
there, she co-founded the Austin chapter of 
NOW and went on to serve as the president 
of its Texas chapter. She ran a sexual-assault 
hotline out of her living room and also par-
ticipated in marches, protests, testified at the 
Capitol, and took part in NOW consciousness-
raising sessions. “That was really helpful in 
shaping part of who I am and the things that 
I care about, and giving me strength to keep 
doing what I do,” she recalls.

She arrived at what was then called the 
Montrose Counseling Center at the end of 
1988. A key initiative was to establish Texas’ 
first domestic violence/sexual assault/hate 

crimes agency specifically for LGBTQ survi-
vors. 

Robison also brought strong administra-
tive skills that helped buoy the organization. 
“Ann is unique in that she has an administra-
tive background, but she also has a PhD in 
public health,” Caldwell says. “While she has 
the academic chops, she came with a large 
amount of managerial and administrative 
experience.”

Robison approached her role with an 
activist’s zeal. She had learned to quilt from 
her mother, and made several panels for the 
NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt to 
honor two board members of the Montrose 
Counseling Center who had died of AIDS 
complications. In the mid-1990s, the quilt was 
displayed at the University of Saint Thomas in 
Montrose, but that Catholic university would 
not allow condoms to be distributed during 
the event.  

“A lot of us got together and decided we 
wanted to use this as an education opportu-
nity,” Robison says. “At the time, one of the 
big things was colored condoms, so I made 
earrings with colored condoms on them, 
and also a necklace with condoms on them. 
You couldn’t take them off and hand them 
to people, but you could talk about them and 
show them. 

“It was not the early, early days of HIV, 
but it was still a time when people were not 

listening to prevention messages. So it was 
very important to be able to have that teaching 
moment when you had people that had some 
interest in the subject. We did a little minor 
disruption that they weren’t happy about, but 
we said, ‘It’s jewelry, and we’re not handing 
them out.’”

Caldwell says Robison “has mellowed over 
the years—like a good wine. 

“She’s grown wiser, has a stronger voice 
and more clout, and understands to how to 
better use it,” Caldwell adds. 

In her spare time, Robison enjoys playing 
with her pet turtle and her bird. She also takes 
trips with her longtime partner, Houston at-
torney Greg Gladden.  

“If Ann hadn’t taken the lead when she did, 
the Montrose Center might not be here today,” 
Caldwell says. “She’s had a great vision, and it 
really met the needs of the community. I don’t 
think that anyone else coming in at that time 
could have envisioned what the Center would 
become.”

 
This profile is based partly on an oral  
history conducted by Renee Tappe for The 
Oral History Project. To read the full oral 
history, visit https://scholarship.rice.edu/
handle/1911/98793.

Andrew Edmonson is a frequent contributor 
to OutSmart magazine. 

Bering memorial
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1

T he most important thing 2018 gave America was 
the hope that this hellish fever-dream that start-
ed with the election of president Donald Trump 
might finally be breaking. And that is something 

to celebrate. You know what else we can celebrate? My 
fourth annual New Year’s list of the 10 Things to Leave in 
2018, presented here in no particular order. 

Violence ruled the front page throughout 2018. 
Most of it involved mass shootings across the 

country. No region was exempt. The most notable 
massacre near Houston was the school shooting in 
Santa Fe, where several students were killed while 
in art class. You could drown in statistics telling us 
that the country is becoming increasingly violent 
with each passing year. 

Violent crimes against the LGBTQ community 
have skyrocketed by an estimated 86 percent since 
2016, according to the Human Rights Campaign. 
Transgender women continue to be murdered at an 
alarming rate, with little attention from the main-
stream media. Some of that blame can be laid at the 
feet of groups like the US Pastor Council, an innocu-
ously named organization that started in Houston 
and is growing. The Pastor Council intentionally 
spreads lies about the LGBTQ community to stoke 
fear and gain political influence. The group’s most 
notable win was the defeat of the Houston Equal 
Rights Ordinance in 2015. Although they haven’t had 
as much success since taking their show on the road, 
their message of hate and fear continues to motivate 
supporters. The price of their treachery is the blood 
of the LGBTQ community, and they seem to be fine 
with that. Not very pastor-like, if you ask me. 

These groups have been assisted by legisla-
tors willing to draft discriminatory legislation 
such as the anti-trans bathroom bills, one of which 
floundered and died in the Texas House in 2017. 
The author of that legislation, GOP representative 
Ron Simmons, was defeated by Democrat Michelle 
Beckley in a major upset on November 6. Let that be 
a warning to the other ideological legislators who 
would rather harm the state than govern it. 

By Ryan M. Leach

10 Things to
Leave in 2018

Have you ever been so ready to turn the page?  

2

The midterm 
elections sent 

numerous old 
white guys pack-
ing, replacing a 
number of them 
with a dynamic 
and diverse slate 
of women. Twenty 
of the 34 women 
who were elected 

to Congress for the first time will replace 
male incumbents—many of them old, 
white, and conservative. There were a few 
notable exceptions, such as Houston con-
gressman Gene Green, who retired, and 
El Paso congressman Beto O’Rourke, who 
surrendered his seat to run against sena-
tor Ted Cruz. 

In Harris County, nine-term Repub-
lican congressman John Culberson was 
ousted by attorney Lizzie Pannill Fletch-
er, and Harris County judge Ed Emmett 
was defeated by Democrat Lina Hidalgo. 

The anti-immigrant, anti-LGBTQ 
Culberson lost in a Houston district that 
hadn’t elected a Democrat in more than 
50 years. Culberson spent most of his time 
in Congress blocking mass-transit initia-
tives and investigating whether there is 
water on Europa, an icy moon orbiting 
Jupiter. Hidalgo, the first female and first 
Hispanic county judge, is a 27-year-old 
immigrant and Stanford graduate.  

Some have chalked up these flips to 
Beto-mania and straight-ticket voting, 
rather than great campaigns and good 
candidates. But either way you slice it, 
the result is the same. These are seats 
that have always been disproportionately 
occupied by old white guys, and the next 
Congress will look a lot more like the 
country it represents. 

If you’re concerned about what top-
pling the patriarchy could mean for you, 
rest assured that there are still plenty of 
old white guys in power. They’re gonna be 
fine—for now. 

OLD WHITE GUYS

VIOLENCE

Culberson

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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where do you begin with Kanye? By the 
end of October, the performer-mogul-

Kardashian-spouse issued a public mea culpa 
for his erratic behavior over the preceding 

months. In September, the MAGA-cap-
wearing artist had a televised meeting 
with Trump in the Oval Office, where 
Kanye rattled on for more than 20 non-
sensical minutes and lauded the presi-
dent with hugs and praise. This was after 

a similar rambling performance on SNL, 
where he also donned a  MAGA hat and said 

he had been bullied by the cast for his support 

3
KANYE

4

I know that in this day and age you aren’t 
supposed to make fun of how someone 

looks, but (trigger warning) I am going to 
do just that. If a Muppet made a wish to 
become human and that wish was granted, 
you’d have lame-duck Harris County clerk 
Stan Stanart. 

You may be wondering: who is Stan 
Stanart? Stanart is the man in charge of 
elections and marriage licenses, to put 
it simply. When marriage equality came 
down in 2015 and LGBTQ couples went to 
get licenses, Stanart was the one who made 
a desperate last-ditch effort to deny them 
for several hours. He’s also the guy who was 
so bad at running elections that our polls 
were court-ordered to stay open an extra 
hour on Election Day last month. He is also 
the guy who wasted $2.75 million in tax-
payer dollars developing a voter check-in 
system that never saw the light of day. And 
he is also the guy who posted anti-semitic 
propaganda about George Soros on his 
campaign page. He is the literal worst. And 
he is finally gone. 

See ya down at Fraggle Rock, Stan.

HARRIS
COUNTY CLERK 
STAN STANART

5
2018 marked the last time Texas voters could vote a straight-party ticket, and that’s prob-
ably a good thing. During the election, many Democratic voters reported that their choice for 
senator was changed from O’Rourke to Cruz when they attempted to vote a straight-party 
ticket. Republicans also reported similar scenarios in which machines would delete their 
votes for Cruz altogether. The Republican-appointed secretary of state issued a statement 
saying the malfunction was due to user error and that voters needed to double-check their 
ballots. One wonders if their response would have been so dismissive if the error had helped 
the Democrats. I think we can guess the answer.

Living while black has never been easy, and 2018 reminded everyone of 
that, over and over and over again. It seemed that every few weeks, a 

new video went viral showing some sad white woman calling the cops on 
a black person for doing the most mundane of  things. In each of these in-

stances, the Internet would crown the antagonist with a new moniker. 
You may recall the sad white woman in California who called the cops 

on some black children for selling water while black: #PermitPatty. 
One of the most virulent of those videos was of a sad white woman in 

Oakland who called the cops on a family for barbecuing while black. 
When the video of her histrionics went viral, she was named 

#BarbecueBecky. Despite video after video humiliating 
these sad white ladies, they still keep calling the cops. If 

this weren’t so potentially dangerous for the black people 
they harass, one might think it was funny. It isn’t.

VOTING 
MALFUNCTIONS

#BARBECUEBECKY

When 12 pipe bombs 
were sent to Demo-

cratic party leaders in a 
mass-assassination attempt by 

Trump supporter Cesar Sayoc in October, 
Republicans equated it to a 
series of verbal assaults by 
liberal supporters against 
GOP party leaders in res-
taurants. This tendency to 
draw false equivalencies 
has been evident for some 
time on news-entertain-

FALSE EQUIVALENCY

6

ment channels like Fox, CNN, and MSNBC. 
In 2016, Hillary Clinton’s use of a private 
email server for official communications re-
ceived more media attention than any other 
issue, including an audio tape of Trump brag-
ging about committing sexual assault. Mean-
while, panel after panel of talking heads will 
debate issues such as the Charlottesville 
riots as though there could be some positive 
or productive purpose for white supremacy. 
These false equivalencies lack any sense of 
objectivity and serve to mislead less-critical-
thinking viewers. 

7

of Trump. However, the most egregious of all of 
Kanye’s ramblings was probably his on-camera 
declaration in May while visiting the TMZ news-
room: “When you hear about slavery for 400 years 
. . .for 400 years? That sounds like a choice.” Need-
less to say, the backlash was swift, but it didn’t 
seem to hurt his record sales. He scored his eighth 
number-one album with the release of Ye only a 
few weeks later. His ninth album, Yandhi, dropped 
November 23. Apparently the MAGA crowd loves 
Kanye. Just prior to last month’s election, he said 
that he is now distancing himself from politics. We 
think that’s probably a good decision. 

Sayoc
� 
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Top 10 Things To Leave in 2018
continued from previous page

8

9

In August, amid family separa-
tions at the Mexico border, at-

torney general Jeff Sessions had 
the audacity to dine at two Tex-Mex 
restaurants during a visit to Hous-
ton. However, it was only El Tiempo 
Cantina that made the mistake of 
posting a photo of proprietor Domi-
nic Laurenzo, a Trump supporter, 
and the now-former AG on the com-
pany’s social-media sites, with the 
caption “We had the honor to server 
[sic] Mr. Jeff Sessions . . .” 

The LGBTQ and Latinx com-
munities in Montrose, home to two 
El Tiempo locations, took special 
exception due to Sessions’ anti- 
LGBTQ and anti-immigrant 
positions, including his family-
separation policy that was (and still 
is) putting kids in cages. After the 
hashtag #BoycottElTiempo began 
trending, the company removed 
those social-media pages and issued 
an apology. I imagine they learned 
that no one in Montrose wants a 
side of Trump with their Tex-Mex.

EL TIEMPO

THE ANONYMOUS NYT
OP-ED  LETTER WRITER

A   person who claimed to be a senior staff 
member in the Trump administration 

authored an anonymous op-ed in the New 
York Times in September. The writer at-
tempted to soothe a justifiably concerned 
citizenry by saying that “unsung heroes” 
in the White House are preventing Trump 
from doing even more damage. The duplici-
tous author stated that there are “adults 

in the room” and went on to list policy ac-
complishments. The letter, if authentic, is 
tantamount to treason, even if the writer is 
part of a figurative dam holding back floods. 
The situation robs the American people of a 
clear understanding of what their president 
is doing, and puts major policy decisions in 
the hands of unelected people. This just isn’t 
how America is supposed to work. 

MEGYN KELLY/
ROSEANNE

In a failed attempt to attract Trump supporters, major networks hired questionable  
talent to make their networks great again. It didn’t work out so well. In May, Roseanne—

hard on the heels of her top-rated revival’s debut—tweeted that former Obama advisor 
Valerie Jarrett, a black woman, looked like the result of the Muslim Brotherhood and 
Planet of the Apes having a baby. Her show was swiftly cancelled a few days later. 

Then in October, Megyn Kelly, struggling with a not-so-top-rated hour on Today,  
pondered on-air about how white people dressing up in blackface wasn’t such a big deal 
when she was younger. Her show was cancelled the next day. But you really can’t blame 
Roseanne or Megyn Kelly for being clueless; they’ve always been clueless. It wasn’t a  
secret. We should really blame the networks for being too stupid to recognize how clueless 
they were when they hired them. 

It’s been a tumultuous few years for the Houston 
Independent School District. State regulators 

loom over the largest district in Texas with threats 
of a takeover, and HISD superintendent Richard 
Carranza resigned this year after a short tenure to 

lead New York City’s school system. Things came to a head in October when 
HISD trustee Diana Davila led a misguided coup to remove interim-super-
intendent Grenita Lathan and replace her with former superintendent Abe 
Saavedra.  That surprise 5-4 vote violated several open-meetings laws and 
embarrassed the community. 

Dishonorable   Mention
THE DYSFUNCTION OF THE TREACHEROUS HISD SCHOOL BOARD

The HISD board seemed to be in a tailspin for several days after 
the raucous meeting, but cooler heads (and threats of criminal charg-
es) prevailed when a unified board and a reinstated Lathan gave a 
restrained press conference where Davila apologized and trustee 
Jolanda Jones, one of the four blindsided by Davila’s motion, pledged 
that they would “work to improve [their] behavior as adults, and treat 
each other with respect.”

That’s probably something we could all stand to work on.  

Ryan Leach is a regular contributor to OutSmart magazine. 

10

Lathan
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Genderqueer
Genius 

Antonius-Tin Bui brings a non-binary, Asian-American  
perspective to the Houston Contemporary Craft Center. 

By Marene Gustin
Photo by Alex Rosa

L ike many Asian-American children, 
Antonius-Tin Bui  felt pressured to 
become a doctor or engineer. 

Bui, a genderqueer, non-binary Vietnam-
ese-American who goes by the pronouns they/
them/their, even studied chemistry and medi-
cine as an undergraduate for two years at the 
University of Houston.

 “I just never felt fully satisfied,” Bui says. 
“But I was always creative, and decided to 
transfer to the Maryland Institute College of 
Art (MIC/A). I decided I could help the Asian/
queer community better through my art.”

 The child of refugees Paul and Van Bui, 
Bui was born into a very Catholic household 
in the Bronx. The family moved to the Fort 
Bend County area when Bui was in high school. 
After earning a bachelor’s degree in fine arts 
at MIC/A, Bui spent seven years traveling and 
creating art that explored Vietnamese and 
queer history through performance, textiles, 
and photography. 

 Now, Bui is back home living with family 
during a six-month residency at the Houston 
Contemporary Craft Center (HCCC). 

 “I applied twice before I was accepted,” Bui 
says. “I’m mostly working with hand-cut paper 
at the studio and teaching the public how to 
draw non-binary bodies. I am also working to 
produce a Queer Lunar New Year in February 
to honor Asian/queer ancestors.”

 The artist-in-residency program at HCCC 
is unique in that the artists are required to 
work at least two days a week in designated 
studios that are open to visitors. Bui’s studio 
days are Saturday and Sunday. 

 “I like the open-door policy,” Bui says. “It’s 
different than any other residency I’ve had. I 
especially love the kids that come by; they ask 
great questions while I am working. It really 
teaches me about my own art [as I find] ways to 
explain it to others.

 “Also, you never know who will stop by. 
Because of the nearby Texas Medical Center, 
we get a lot of cancer patients coming in to look 
at art, and they share their stories and their 
love of art. It reminds me how important art is. 
And then one day Autumn Knight came by and 
we started talking. I couldn’t believe it was her. 
She’s an incredible artist who just finished a 
residency here in Houston. And she’s black and 
queer. I was so excited to meet her.”

 Bui is also excited about an upcoming 
solo show at Lawndale Art Center, and the op-
portunity to reconnect with family as an adult. 
Three of Bui’s four siblings are artists, which 
Bui says makes for a beautiful and creative 
relationship.

 “And my mom is the best cook,” Bui says. 

“She spends hours in the kitchen, and of course 
I love her Vietnamese cooking.” 

Having studied in India for three months, 
Bui also enjoys Indian cuisine as well as the 
Japanese fare at Sushi Myagi in Bellaire, 
which is run by two grandparents. “I really 
hope they are in good health, because I love 
that restaurant,” Bui says. 

 Bui also enjoys reading, warming up in the 
studio by dancing, and listening to the music of 
Rina Sawyama and Blood Orange. 

 Bui’s partner of three-and-a-half years is 
Brandon Brooks, an architectural fellow living 
in Copenhagen. The couple has a rescue dog 
named Dada that is equal parts anxiety and 
love—“just like most rescues.”

 Brooks and Bui, being self-described 
“art geeks,” have both applied to master’s-
degree programs at Yale University and plan 
to become architecture and art professors, 
respectively. Bui doesn’t know where they will 
eventually settle down, although both love 
Houston. Brooks has also applied to the mas-
ter’s program at Rice University.

 Bui—whose self-given first name, Antoni-
us, is that of the Roman emperor Hadrian’s gay 
lover—has exhibited at many institutional, pri-
vate, public, and underground venues, includ-
ing the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Corcoran 
Gallery of Art, Hillyer Art Space, Lawndale 
Art Center, Living Arts, 108 Contemporary, 
Artscape, and the Philbrook Museum. Bui’s 
work as an HCCC resident artist will be part 
of a group showing at the center in February. 
The solo exhibit at Lawndale Art Center begins 
December 7 and will stay up until March 3. 

 Or you could drop in at the Houston Con-
temporary Craft Center on the weekends this 
month and watch the artist at work.

Marene Gustin is a regular contributor 
to OutSmart magazine.Azza
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“I LIKE THE OPEN- 
DOOR POLICY. IT 

REALLY TEACHES 
ME ABOUT MY OWN 

ART [AS I FIND] 
WAYS TO EXPLAIN 

IT TO OTHERS.”
—Antonius-Tin Bui, 

in the studio at the 
Houston Contemporary 

Craft Center
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Transforming Lives
Nancy Sims, seated, is shown with (from left) Jason, daughter Lily Pando, Cass, and Vinny.

http:// outsmartmagazine.com
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Nancy Sims and her daughter, Lily Pando, take in three  
trans youth from the Montrose Center’s HATCH program. 

By Brandon Wolf
Photo by Dalton DeHart

➝ 

O n Christmas Day, Nancy Sims and 
her transgender daughter, Lily 
Pando, will sit down for dinner at 
a table that has been used by their 

family for more than 240 years.   
They will be joined by three other trans 

youth—Jason, Vinny, and Cass—for a special 
Christmas where they will be fully accepted 
for who they are.  

Earlier in the day, they will open presents. 
The night before, Sims will host her annual 
Christmas Eve party, complete with hand-
made tamales and other Tex-Mex dishes.   
The youth have come to live with Sims because 
they are friends of Pando’s from HATCH, the 
Montrose Center’s program for LGBTQ youth. 
Pondo intervened when she saw their lives 
wobbling, and Sims is delighted. 

“I was an only child, and I always wanted to 
have four others in the house,” Sims says. 

Trans youth homelessness remains a major 
problem in Houston and across the nation. 
Some youth are thrown out because their 
parents will not allow a trans child to live with 
them. Other youth are thrown out emotionally: 
while they can still live at home, there is no 
supportive environment. 

“I felt I could give them stability, support, 
and food,” Sims says.  

 
A Home with Acceptance
Jason, Vinny, and Cass each came to Sims’ 
home for a different reason, but their stories 
have common threads: early years of frustra-
tion at being forced to play gender roles that 
did not fit them, childhood bullying, bouts 
of depression, suicidal thoughts, and linger-
ing anxiety about using gender-appropriate 
bathrooms. They all say they’re thankful for 
HATCH, the first accepting space they knew.  
At Sims’ house, each helps with cleaning, 
taking out the trash, cleaning litter boxes, or 

cooking. It is a happy family of five. 
The youth are grateful and polite, bright 

and idealistic, and very in tune with the reali-
ties of trans life. In their own ways, they are 
each preparing to move from Sims’ home in the 
coming year to live on their own. 

“Now when they f ly, they will soar,” Sims 
says. 

Sims will also be moving—to a smaller 
residence. Pando is headed to college in the 
fall, and Sims says her current home is too big 
for one person.    

Sims comes from a long background of po-
litical consulting. For the last decade, she has 
used her skills as a public-relations consultant. 
She is also a visiting political-science lecturer 
at the University of Houston. 

Sims, a member of Bering Memorial United 
Methodist Church in Montrose, has been an 
ally of the LGBTQ community for over four 
decades. She worked for Houston mayor Kathy 
Whitmire in the 1980s, writ-
ing HIV/AIDS policy at a time 
when the virus was just begin-
ning to unfold.  

 
Lily Pando, 17
Pando was Sims’ miracle 
child. Following a bout with 
cancer in her 20s, Sims 
was told she could not bear 
children. But at 42, she finally 
gave birth. Sims thinks her 
mother and grandmother 
would be pleased. “They always told me they 
had wanted a girl. It turns out they got one!”

Mature beyond her 17 years, Pando is a 
member of mayor Sylvester Turner’s LGBTQ 
Advisory Board. She strives to educate people 
about what it means to be trans, and to make 
her community safer for everyone.

Pando quips that she won “the Gay Bingo” 

because she has identified at one time as a 
member of each of the four major subgroups 
in the community: lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender. She also explains that the phrase 
“born in the wrong body” is just a trans nar-
rative to simplify complexities. “In truth, we 
were born in the right bodies, and we shouldn’t 
hate our bodies,” she says.  

Looking back, Pondo ponders her days in 
a boys’ choir. “There was always something I 
hated about it,” she says, adding that she now 
realizes she was being forced to play a gender 
role with which she had no connection. Com-
ing to the realization she was trans was “a slow 
burn,” she says. Over time, her comprehension 
of trans people developed to the point where 
she could say that is how she identifies.

Pando loves to sing, and will be one of the 
leads in her high-school musical for the fourth 
consecutive year.  

 
Jason, 20
Jason recalls his last-ditch 
attempt to escape his fears of 
gender identity by going “ultra-
femme.” 

“It just didn’t work,” he says, 
adding that he had a 3.92 grade 
point average in his junior year 
but had to drop out of school 
because of severe depression.  

Jason began to transition at 
school when he was 17. He lauds 
the Houston Independent School 

District for its support and protection of trans 
students.

Still, he felt alone and was hospitalized 
several times due to depression and suicidal 
tendencies. Sims’ home provided the accep-
tance and stability he had been denied so often. 
After earning his GED, Jason is enrolled in 
the University of Houston’s Women’s, Gender 

A Home for the Holidays 

“The one thing that 
kept me from taking 
my own life was the 

fear of my gravestone 
having the wrong 

name on it.”
—Vinny, 20
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& Sexuality Studies program. He would like 
to specialize in research on the link between 
trans youth and depression.  

He joined HATCH after hearing about the 
group at Houston’s annual Gender Infinity 
Conference. After Vinny later joined HATCH, 
he and Jason began dating. 

Vinny, 20
Vinny was born in Pasadena and remembers 
that he always liked to do “boy” stuff like jump 
into mud puddles. He owned a lot of jeans and 
bib overalls. 

Vinny remembers a low point of his life at 
11 when he was asked to be a bridesmaid for his 
stepmother. He says the frilly gown felt awful. 
There was lots of hair spray, but he balked at 
the makeup.

“The one thing that kept me from taking my 
own life was the fear of my gravestone having 
the wrong name on it,” Vinny says. 

Vinny moved in with Pando and Sims when 
it became apparent that he needed to leave a 
“toxic environment.” Jason now lives in the 
dorms at UH during the week, but joins Vinny 
on weekends at Sims’ home.   

Early last month, Vinny went to Austin to 
legally change his name and gender marker. “I 
was ecstatic,” he recalls. 

He is studying at Houston Community 
College, majoring in liberal arts. He says he is 
“looking forward to this Christmas more than 
he has in years,” and he is “thankful for the 
people who surround me.”   

 
Cass, 21

Cass remembers an early life of just “going 
on autopilot” 

“I felt invisible,” she says, adding that she 
would wear a gray hoodie to avoid attracting 
attention. 

She had a lot of “unplaced discomfort,” but 
had no idea it was her gender identity. When 
she met another trans person online, “it all 
started to click.” 

Cass works at Starbucks, and will have only 
a brief Christmas Day celebration with her 
chosen family because her store will be open. 
“It’s okay, I used to work at pet hotels so I’m 
used to not having Christmas off.”

Cass recently began hormone therapy, 
which has left her very happy. “Life is good. 
Things are going up,” she says. She has found a 
place to live in Montrose. She has a girlfriend, 
and they consider themselves to be a lesbian 
couple.   

Cass says she believes “it just takes con-
versation” for others to feel comfortable with 
trans people.

Brandon Wolf is a regular contributor 
to OutSmart magazine. 
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Expanding
Grace 
After 10 years, Montrose Grace 
Place adds second weekly gathering 
to serve homeless LGBTQ youth. 

By Lourdes Zavaleta

W hen Amy was 17, her mother 
kicked her out of their south-
side home and forced her 
onto the streets of Houston. 

“It was scary,” recalls Amy, now 23, whose 
name has been changed to protect her privacy. 
“Being in an environment that I wasn’t used to, 
around people I didn’t know, was difficult for 
me. Homelessness is a lot harder than people 
expect, especially when you’re a teenager.”

Amy, a bisexual African-American 
woman, was homeless for nearly three years. 
She dropped out of Jack Yates High School 
and would couch-surf at her friends’ homes, 
or spend nights at Covenant House Texas, a 
homeless youth shelter. 

Amy was referred to Montrose Grace Place 
(MGP) through a friend, and she began attend-
ing their youth night every Thursday until she 
aged out. MGP’s youth night serves those ages 
13–21, regardless of sexual orientation and 
gender identity, and provides participants with 
family-style meals, mentorship, activities, and 
take-away supplies. 

“Thursday nights were my favorite,” Amy 
says. “Not every resource center is like the 
Montrose Grace Place. On youth nights we got 
hot meals, clean clothes, hygiene products, and 
bus passes. The volunteers also sat down to eat 
with us, and always made us feel important.”  

MGP was founded in 2009 by members of 
Kindred (formerly Grace Lutheran Church) to 
provide a safe space for homeless adolescents 
in the Montrose area. However, with the youth 
nights having a maximum capacity of 25, MGP 
has regularly had to turn people away. 

To meet this growing demand, MGP will 
kick off its 10th-anniversary year by launching 
a second youth night on Mondays, beginning 
January 7. 

Courtney Sellers, MGP’s executive direc-
tor, says the second youth night will also allow 

the agency to serve those who cannot make it 
to Kindred on Thursdays.

“Not everyone who needs our services is 
available to access them just one day a week,” 
Sellers says. “Many of our youth are still in 
school and have jobs. Some of the youth who 
do attend on Thursday nights need more re-
sources. We want to be there for all of them.”

Sellers noted that youth night attendees 
are primarily people of color between the ages 
of 18 and 21. Only 30 percent are white, and 50 
percent of MGP’s clientele identify as LGBTQ. 

LGBTQ folks make up 25 percent of Hous-
ton’s nearly 700 homeless youth, according to 
University of Houston researchers. Nationally, 
40 percent of homeless youth identify as LGBTQ, 
according to the Williams Institute at UCLA. 

Deb Murphey, a youth program manager 
for the Montrose Center, assists in connecting 
homeless youth to services in Houston. Mur-
phey says MGP’s second youth night will give 
kids another chance for not only a hot meal, but 
also to be part of a community. 

“Homelessness can be very lonely and 
difficult to manage,” Murphey says. “I applaud 
Montrose Grace Place for extending  

their services.” 
At youth night, around 20 volunteers eat 

family-style dinners with attendees. The food 
they share is almost always home-cooked and 
donated. 

“We always talk to the youth to figure out 
what they want to eat,” Sellers says. “We try to 
serve everything that they ask for. Our dinners 
have consisted of pizza, sloppy joes, chicken, 
and Chinese food. We mainly stick to home-
cooked meals, but they’re teenagers—some-
times they just want take-out.”  

After the meals, youth and volunteers par-
ticipate in activities ranging from bingo to song-
writing. In October, Houston drag performers 
Blackberri and Cyn City judged a fashion show 
where the youth were runway models.

Before guests leave the youth night, they 
are given items to meet their immediate needs 
such as snacks, toiletries, and bus passes. The 
youth are also welcome to take clothing from 
MGP’s closet of donated clothing.

Those who arrive after youth night has 
reached its capacity are sent away with food 
and bottled water. 

Although MGP has no plans to become an 
overnight shelter, Sellers says she hopes the 
organization can add even more nights to bet-
ter serve youth like Amy, who now has her own 
apartment where she lives with her 2-year-old 
son and 3-year-old daughter. She works in 
retail at the Galleria Houston and is studying 
for her GED.  

“A lot of people will benefit from a second 
youth night,” Amy says. “I know many who 
need their services and wish that they had 
more of them.” 

For more info about Montrose Grace Place,  
visit montrosegraceplace.org.  

Lourdes Zavaleta is a staff writer  
for OutSmart magazine. 

Courtney Sellers
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Constable’s office to offer 
self-defense training to 
LGBTQ community at 
Montrose Center. 

T oni Mascione knows firsthand 
the importance of self-defense 
for women. 

 “I have a history of being in 
a previous relationship where 

I was the victim of domestic violence,” says 
Mascione, an out lesbian who currently serves 
as a deputy for Harris County Precinct 1’s 
constable, Alan Rosen. “So, empowering other 
women and providing them resources to over-
come situations such as violent relationships 
is something I’m very passionate about. I think 
there is nothing more liberating as a woman 
than understanding that you alone are a force, 
you alone are okay.”

 Although Mascione’s abuse happened 
a long time ago, it was the catalyst for her 
becoming certified in a women’s training pro-
gram called Rape Aggression Defense System 
(R.A.D.). Now, thanks to Mascione, Rosen, and 
the Montrose Center, R.A.D. classes will soon 
be offered specifically to Houston’s LGBTQ 
community. 

“Deputy Mascione and I thought it was a 
good idea to offer this class to the LGBTQIA 
community, as too often they are targets of 
violence,” says Rosen, a longtime LGBTQ ally 
whose precinct includes Montrose. “The pur-
pose is to provide a safe place for them to learn 
how to protect themselves. For many years, I 
have attended the Transgender Day of Remem-
brance memorial service and discovered that 
our trans community is targeted for violence 
for just being who they are. I felt it was impor-
tant to empower that community with self-
defense. To our knowledge, Precinct 1 is the 
first agency anywhere to offer R.A.D. training 
to this community.

If the recent news stories have taught us 
anything, it’s that women are still at risk of 
being assaulted. According to the National 
Sexual Violence Resource Center, one in five 
women in the U.S. have been raped. Mean-
while, anti-LGBTQ hate crimes are on the rise, 
and according to the Human Rights Campaign, 
at least 22 trans women have been murdered 
in 2018. 

Rosen says his office began offering R.A.D. 
classes to the general public five years ago. 

“We found that there was a need to empow-
er women and children and senior citizens on 
how to properly protect themselves,” he says. 

Response to the free program—which 
offers a lifetime return-and-practice policy 
worldwide—has been very positive, Rosen 
says. “We have held a R.A.D. basic class twice 

per month since 2013, with a participation of 
approximately 15 to 20 people in each class. 
We currently have a two-month waiting list.”

 Participants in the program learn a wide 
range of tactics, including verbal techniques, 
ground-defense options, how to escape from 
bear hugs and chokeholds, and more. The 
practical techniques are designed to maximize 
the strengths of a woman’s body and build 
upon existing instinctive responses to provide 
women with effective self-defense options. 
In R.A.D., women have the opportunity for 
hands-on dynamic-impact practice and real-
istic simulation exercises. Instructors wear a 
specially designed aggressor simulation suit 
that protects them during exercises.

Mascione, who will likely teach the classes 
at the Montrose Center, feels the R.A.D. pro-

By Marene Gustin

Totally 
R.A.D.  

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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gram empowers women both emotionally and 
physically. And she says her department is 
breaking down barriers by demonstrating that 
identifying as a woman makes you a woman. 

R.A.D. is the only self-defense program 
endorsed by the International Association of 
Campus Law Enforcement Administrators, 
the National Academy of Defense Education, 
the National Self-Defense Institute, and Red-
man Training Gear. 

 There are several other R.A.D. classes in 
the area, including those offered by the Harris 
County Sheriff’s Office; the Bellaire, Stafford, 
and Pearland police departments; and some 
universities that offer it for course credit. But 
the Precinct 1 constable’s office is believed to 
be the first to offer self-defense classes to the 
LGBTQ community.

Rosen says his office has just begun adver-
tising the program. Information was available 
at the recent Houston GLBT Political Caucus’ 
Equality Brunch, as well as the Lone Star Vet-
erans Association’s LGBTQ Military Ball. 

“Additionally, we plan to have our informa-
tion at the Montrose Center once the dates for 
the inaugural class are established,” Rosen says.   

For Mascione, teaching the class will be 
another way of giving back to the community 
she credits with helping her family rebuild 
their home following Hurricane Harvey. Mas-
cione, one of OutSmart’s LGBTQ Heroes of 
Harvey in 2017, was on duty as a Memorial Vil-
lages police officer when the home she shared 
with her wife and three children was flooded 
during the storm. 

“My family is doing wonderful,” Mascione 

says. “We were able to quickly find another home 
with the help of the Greater Houston LGBT 
Chamber of Commerce, as well as Pearl Bar 
owner Julie Mabry. Our family would have never 
come out of such a devastating situation if it 
were not for the overwhelming support of Hous-
ton’s LGBTQ community. Christina and I feel 
as though we can finally breathe and get back to 
normal life now, a year later. Isabella, Gabriel, 
and Ayden started at their new school and are 
doing just great.” 

Mascione says R.A.D. classes at the Mon-
trose Center will begin in January. For more 
info, contact Mascione at 713-755-3372 or 
Toni.mascione@CN1.HCTX.NET.

Marene Gustin is a regular contributor 
to OutSmart magazine. 

Ready for Combat 
Constable Alan Rosen (second from right in the photo at left) says he believes his office is the first 
in the region to offer Rape Aggression Defense training specifically to the LGBTQ community. The 

training will be led by deputy Toni Mascione (far right in the photo at left) at the Montrose Center.

‹

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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Keeping It Reel

‘The Flick’ goes behind the 
scenes—literally—to explore 
sexuality, race, and class. 
By Don Maines
Photo by Tasha Gorel

Lines of sexuality are blurred to partly 
cloudy in The Flick, Annie Baker’s 2014 
Pulitzer Prize-winning play that runs 

through December 15 at Houston Warehouse 
Studios at 1506 Lorraine Street.

The show’s three main characters are co-
workers in a falling-apart, second-run cinema 
that’s on the brink of closing—the sexually 
magnetic Rose, 24, who is presumed to be a 
lesbian; 35-year-old Sam, a shaved-headed 
“incel”; and nerdy Avery, 20, who could be 
classified as asexual. When Rose asks Avery 
whether he fantasizes about guys, he deflects 
the question.

“Avery is less interested in people than 
films, and doesn’t feel like he has a place on 
the sexual spectrum,” says the production’s 
dramaturg, Leah Short, who is bisexual. “He 
feels wrong about that, but after a confusing 
and unsuccessful sexual encounter, he and 
Rose bond over their shared vulnerabilities 
about sexuality.”

Rose is portrayed by Avery Padilla, while 
the show’s Avery character is played by An-
tonio Lasanta. Greg Cote co-stars as Sam, a 
slacker Boston Red Sox fan (the play is set in 
Worcester County, Massachusetts). As they 
mop the theater floor and spool the projector, 
their individual struggles with being black, 
poor, and female play out against the glittery 
backdrop of Hollywood magic.

“I am really happy, as an LGBTQ artist, 
to be working on this play that, in the world 
of queer stories, normalizes the fluidity and 
naturally broad spectrum of sexuality,” Short 
says. “A lot of time, it seems like we see LGBTQ 
characters being portrayed in extremes of 
dysfunction or constantly dangerous situ-
ations. This script doesn’t rely on that. Just 
like in real life, sexuality is an inherent part of 
the play’s characters, and while it colors their 
relationships, it doesn’t drive the extremes of 
the narrative.”

a person, not an idea of what their genitals 
might be like.”

In press material, Horse Head Theatre 
notes that Baker calls the underpaid Rose, 
Avery, and Sam “three of the great ‘Others’ 
of American cinema, all of them victim to 
extreme stereotypes. I wanted these people to 
be quietly (maybe even unconsciously) fight-
ing against their respective pigeonholes. I also 
grew up knowing lower-middle-class Jews, 
hyper-educated black people, and women who 
wear baggy clothes and no makeup, and yet 
it is so rare to encounter any of those people 
in plays and movies. It feels like those people 
are forced to wander outside of and on the 
periphery of plays and movies. So I literalized 
that—they’re cleaning up everyone else’s crap 
after the movie is over.”

What: The Flick  
When: November 30–December 15  
Where: Houston Warehouse Studios, 
   1506 Lorraine St. 
Tickets/more info: HorseHeadTheatre.org

Don Maines is a regular contributor 
to OutSmart magazine. 

Pass the Popcorn
Avery Padilla, from left, Antonio Lasanta, and Greg Cote play coworkers at a falling-apart, second-run cinema 

in The Flick, which runs though December 15 at Houston Warehouse Studios.

‹

This regional premiere of The Flick 
completes the ninth season of Houston’s edgy 
Horse Head Theatre Company, according to 
artistic director Jacey Little. 

Per the script, “The set is the raked movie-
theater [auditorium], 10 to 15 rows of red seats 
with a dingy carpeted aisle running up the 
center. We, the theater audience, are the movie 
screen. The beam of light from the projector 
radiates out over our heads.

“We are building the ‘rundown movie 
theater’ inside a 100-year-old studio space” in 
East Houston, Little says.

“You are going to feel like you are walking 
into the movie theater where the characters 
work, down to the 35-millimeter projector 
that Rose has to work,” Padilla says. “It is im-
mersive theater. You hear the clicking sound 
of the projector. We even have theater seats.”

Short says that both she and Padilla, in 
table readings of the script, discussed with 
Little how they relate to the character of Rose.

“Rose has been with men and women but 
doesn’t like the term ‘bisexual,’” Short ex-
plains. “We discussed that the term ‘bisexual-
ity’ really comes with a lot of negative baggage; 
it is just an oversimplifying label to say that 
your sexuality is fluid. You fall in love with 

http:// horseheadtheatre.org 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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COMMUNITY

On November 3, Bering Memorial UMC present-
ed Heaven Can’t Wait. Pictured are performers 
with playwright Fernando Dovalina, director 
Les Wood, music director Rob Seible, and 
current and former pastors.

The 170th Anniversary Worship Service at Bering 
Memorial UMC on November 4. Pictured is the 
congregation with current and former pastors.
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On November 11, OutReach United held their 
distribution of money to the benefi ciaries at the 
home of Carol Wyatt and Sallie Wyatt-Woodell. 
Pictured is the OutReach United board, represen-
tatives of the benefi ciaries, and supporters.

The oSTEM 8th Annual Conference at the 
Westin Galleria was held in November. 
Pictured are Annise Parker, Amy Phan, 
and Trinity Newman.

http:// www.zfirm-us.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
mailto:poppizmelera@zfirm-us.com
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Mama-Bear Mafia

Serendipitydodah promotes 
LGBTQ acceptance with free 
hugs, bracelets, and even 
wedding stand-ins.
By Kim Hogstrom

➝ 

Texan Liz Dyer was a devout conserva-
tive Christian when her son came  
out as gay in 2006, sending her into  

a tailspin.  
As an enthusiastic evangelical, Dyer had 

studied scripture for many years and felt she 
clearly understood its message: homosexual-
ity is an abomination. Yet, here was her own 
child—someone she loved more than life 
itself—presenting as what her church would 
consider a vile, abhorrent sinner. How could 
Dyer continue her life-long walk with God 
while also loving her gay son as deeply as she 
did? The cognitive dissonance grew agonizing. 
Something had to change. 

  
One Heart at a Time 
“I knew I had to learn more, so I got to know 
some gay people,” Dyer recalls of the begin-
ning of her journey. “I soon discovered a 
vibrant group of people who did not need our 
acceptance or approval from the church or 
society. I discovered that LGBTQ people who 
accepted themselves were the healthiest and 
happiest. These were people who knew in their 
hearts they were not hurting anybody, and 
that their love was as valuable as anyone’s. I 
learned it was the ones who were not out, who 
were not self-accepting, that were the most 
self-loathing, intoler-
ant, and depressed.

“Then I read a 
gay man’s blog,” Dyer 
adds. “He asked, ‘Why 
would I even want to be 
around someone who 
doesn’t accept me?’ 
The question opened 
my eyes. I thought to 
myself, ‘I wouldn’t 
want to spend time 
with someone who dis-
approved of me either. 
Who would?’

“secret” Facebook group, for members only, 
followed shortly after. 

Dyer’s objective with her new platform 
was simple: make the world a kinder, safer, 
more loving place for all LGBTQ people. She 
founded Serendipitydodah with a handful of 
like-minded women, but they hit a nerve and 
the group grew quickly. This year, there are 
nearly 4,000 members from every corner of 
the United States. The group’s official motto is 
“Better Together,” and members often refer to 
themselves as “Mama Bears.” 

Dyer says Serendipitydodah is unlike orga-
nizations such as PFLAG because it is exclu-

sively for moms, faces no geographic 
obstacles because it is web-based, 
and offers support 24/7. 

 
Love in Action
Is there anyone on Earth busier than 
a mom? Still, these Mama Bears 
somehow find time for others, with 
numerous outreach and care projects 
under the group’s umbrella. 

One example is Serendipitydo-
dah Mama Bears to the Rescue, a 
subgroup that coordinates activities 
such as attending weddings as stand-
in mothers, making hospital visits, 

‘Better Together’
Liz Dyer launched 
Serendipitydodah for 
Moms with a handful of 
other mothers of LGBTQ 
children in 2014. Today, 
the private Facebook 
group has 4,000 
mothers from every 
corner of the U.S.  

‹

“That’s when I realized I was lucky to still 
have a relationship with my own son,” Dyer 
says. “It was a moment that changed me. I rec-
ognized that I was fortunate to have any sort 
of warm bond, and that it fell to me to keep it 
that way.” 

Make no mistake, this was not an over-
night epiphany. It took many months, and 
Dyer found few resources and less support. 
That lack of resources disturbed her so much 
that she set out to remedy it. 

In 2014, Dyer launched a Facebook page 
called “Serendipitydodah for Moms,” to 
support mothers of LGBTQ kids. A similar 

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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helping people get settled in new geographic 
areas, and much more.

The Made with Love Project is designed to 
help LGBTQ people who have been neglected 
or rejected by their families. “We ask mem
bers to hand-make friendship bracelets for 
LGBTQ people to remind them they are loved 
just the way they are,” Dyer says.

In 2017, the group introduced The Mama 
Bears Story Project. “Stories have the power 
to change the world,” Dyer says. “Our story 
project provides a stage for moms to share 
relevant essays to connect with other moms 
like themselves.”  

More recently, the group began offering a 
creative and powerfully kind effort that has 
made national headlines. Free Mom Hugs is 
an outreach project performed by members 
who love their LGBTQ kids unconditionally 
and also want to share their affection with 
other members of the community. Leading by 
example, they bring their loving hugs and ac
ceptance to any place where people assemble 
(including Pride events), hugging anyone who 
asks. 

 
Positive Results 
“I don’t know what I would have done without 
the group and the Facebook page,” says Kim
berly Shappley. 

Shappley, who lived in Pearland at the 
time, was a tea-party Republican and Bible-
thumping evangelist when her four-year-old, 
Kai, came out as transgender.  

“The Mama Bears group was so support
ive, informative, and critical to our journey,” 
says Shappley, who now lives in Austin. 
“They helped me unlearn, then learn all over 
again. Today I see that by trying to change 
my beautiful daughter, by denying Kai and 
many others the right to be themselves, I was 
a hateful reflection of a loving God. I am still 
a Christian, but now I know my religion was 
holding me back [even while] my spirituality 
guided me forward.”      

Dyer says another exciting development 
has been the steadily growing number of 
LGBTQ-affirming churches across the nation. 

“It is not uncommon these days to find 
pastors leaving churches if they remain un-
affirming,” Dyer says. “There is indeed a shift 
happening. I think we are a part of the reason. 
We’re dedicated to educating families, as well 
as church and civil leaders, by not only affirm
ing the value of the LGBTQ community, but by 
celebrating it.” 

For more information, visit the “Serendipi
tydodah for Moms” public Facebook page, or 
contact Dyer at lizdyer55@gmail.com. 

Kim Hogstrom is a regular contributor 
to  magazine. 
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MaMa-Bear Mafia

continued from page 59

helping people get settled in new geographic 
areas, and much more.

The Made with Love Project is designed to 
help LGBTQ people who have been neglected 
or rejected by their families. “We ask mem-
bers to hand-make friendship bracelets for 
LGBTQ people to remind them they are loved 
just the way they are,” Dyer says.

In 2017, the group introduced The Mama 
Bears Story Project. “Stories have the power 
to change the world,” Dyer says. “Our story 
project provides a stage for moms to share 
relevant essays to connect with other moms 
like themselves.”  

More recently, the group began offering a 
creative and powerfully kind effort that has 
made national headlines. Free Mom Hugs is 
an outreach project performed by members 
who love their LGBTQ kids unconditionally 
and also want to share their affection with 
other members of the community. Leading by 
example, they bring their loving hugs and ac-
ceptance to any place where people assemble 
(including Pride events), hugging anyone who 
asks. 

 
Positive Results 
“I don’t know what I would have done without 
the group and the Facebook page,” says Kim-
berly Shappley. 

Shappley, who lived in Pearland at the 
time, was a tea-party Republican and Bible-
thumping evangelist when her four-year-old, 
Kai, came out as transgender.  

“The Mama Bears group was so support-
ive, informative, and critical to our journey,” 
says Shappley, who now lives in Austin. 
“They helped me unlearn, then learn all over 
again. Today I see that by trying to change 
my beautiful daughter, by denying Kai and 
many others the right to be themselves, I was 
a hateful reflection of a loving God. I am still 
a Christian, but now I know my religion was 
holding me back [even while] my spirituality 
guided me forward.”      

Dyer says another exciting development 
has been the steadily growing number of 
LGBTQ-affirming churches across the nation. 

“It is not uncommon these days to find 
pastors leaving churches if they remain un-
affirming,” Dyer says. “There is indeed a shift 
happening. I think we are a part of the reason. 
We’re dedicated to educating families, as well 
as church and civil leaders, by not only affirm-
ing the value of the LGBTQ community, but by 
celebrating it.” 

For more information, visit the “Serendipi-
tydodah for Moms” public Facebook page, or 
contact Dyer at lizdyer55@gmail.com. 

Kim Hogstrom is a regular contributor 
to OutSmart magazine. 
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versity School of Law, he began practicing 
in 1988. He served as a briefing attorney for 
the Supreme Court of Texas, and as a staff 
attorney for both the 3rd Court of Appeals in 
Austin and the 1stDistrict Court of Appeals 
in Houston. When he stepped down in 2013 
to open a solo practice specializing in civil 
appeals, he vowed to return to the courts as 
a judge. In fact, he ran for Harris County’s 
270th District Court seat in 2010 while still 
working there. 

“It really hurts to lose,” Spain says. 
“That’s why I almost didn’t run this time. But 
the demographics are changing, and with 
Beto O’Rourke, all the stars just aligned.” 

Spain says he knew he was gay in high 
school, but didn’t come out until later. 

“I wanted to get that law degree in my 
hand before I came out,” he says. “I wasn’t  
going to put my law degree at risk by throwing 
down the gay card at Baylor. That would  
have gotten you an invitation to go to Pat Neff 
Hall and speak to people in the administra-
tion. You couldn’t be openly gay at Baylor at  
that point.” 

Today, Spain is married to fellow civil-
appeals attorney John Adcock. “We’re just 
a couple of law nerds,” he says. They have a 

16-year-old son, Jeff, and the family is heavily 
involved in Scouting. Spain is an Eagle Scout, 
and worked for three years as a district Scouts 
executive for the the Boy Scouts of America 
before coming out. At that time, the Scouts 
banned openly gay scouts and leaders. 

“When Jeff was in third grade, John and I 
discussed getting him into Scouts,” Spain says. 
“We decided to do what was best for Jeff rather 
than stand on principle.” 

But that didn’t stop Spain from working on 
the national level to end the bans as part of a 
group called Scouts for Equality. In 2013, the 
association dropped the ban on gay Scouts, 
and in 2015 the Boy Scouts of America finally 
reversed the policy and welcomed gay leaders. 
“The next day, both John and I became the first 
openly gay Scout leaders in the Sam Houston 
Area Council.” Today, Spain is the scoutmaster 
of his son’s troop at Palmer Memorial 
Episcopal Church. 

Spain’s other passion is vexillology, the 
study of flags. Growing up, his grandparents 
owned a little café in Crockett, Texas, and flew 
the Six Flags Over Texas.

“That fascinated me,” Spain says. “And 
then I studied flags in the Scouts. Flags are just 
the single most powerful political symbol. Just 

look at the Nazi flag if you don’t think so.” 
Spain serves as secretary general for the 

International Federation of Vexillological 
Associations, which he calls “the U.N. of flag 
associations.” He once co-chaired the Texas 
State Seal Advisory Committee and was in-
strumental in getting the Confederate battle 
flag removed from the reverse of the state seal. 
He’s also very well versed in Texas history. 

“The current Texas Constitution took ef-
fect in 1876,” Spain says. “It was right after Re-
construction. During that period, judges were 
appointed, and the people of Texas didn’t like 
that, so when the Constitution was written, it 
called for judges to be elected.” 

Texas is one of only seven states where 
judges are elected in partisan races. “It’s just 
the system we have,” Spain says. “Whether 
elected or appointed, there is always going 
to be politics involved in the process. The 
thing about running for election is that you 
have to get out there and meet the people you 
are going to serve, and that meeting process 
teaches you something about the place where 
you live.” 

Marene Gustin is a regular contributor 
to OutSmart magazine.   
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A Knight
at the Opera

Iranian-American baritone Rameen Chaharbaghi  
finds a home in Houston. 

By Don Maines

H ouston is filled with surprises for 
baritone Rameen Chaharbaghi.

The Iranian-American singer 
half-expected cowboys and tumbleweeds 
when he moved here in 2013.

“I thought I would get my master’s at the 
University of Houston, then return to Mary-
land or go somewhere else,” he says. “I had 
these silly stereotypes of Texas in my head, but 
that’s not at all what I found. I love how diverse, 
big, and sprawling the city is, and how there is a 
lot of opportunity for working in the arts.”

Chaharbaghi also found love, in the person 
of Houston Grand Opera Chorus member 
Nathan Abbott. “I have a fantastic boyfriend 
and an equally fantastic puppy dog. We’ve been 
together two years, and living together for a 
year in the Heights.”

Chaharbaghi’s first performance with 
the Houston Chamber Choir, in June 2017, 
featured the complete choral works of Maurice 
Duruflé. The recording of the performance, 
made in the reverberant organ concert hall at 
Rice University’s Shepherd School of Music, 
will be released by the prestigious Signum 
Classics label next April.

“I’m really excited because my family, who 
lives so far away, will be able to hear it and still 
be a part of what I am doing in Houston,” he 
says. “It is such a great opportunity, because 
the Signum Classics label is so high-profile” in 
the world of operatic music.

The singer and arts entrepreneur was born 
March 20, 1988, in Laurel, Maryland, near 
Baltimore. His parents’ courtship is worth 
mentioning.

“My father emigrated from Iran in the 
1970s, and they got married right around 

the time of the hostage crisis,” Chaharbaghi 
says. “My mother came from a good, old Ro-
man Catholic family in Baltimore, and she 
had dated one or two guys but didn’t like the 
way they treated her mom. She and her mom 
happened to be eating out in Louisiana and 
my father was their server. My mother was so 
impressed with how my dad treated her mom 
that she left her phone number on the ticket. 
They became pen pals.”

Continuing the story, Chaharbaghi ex-
plains, “Unfortunately, my dad had to briefly 
go back to Iran,” where he got stuck during the 
diplomatic standoff that followed a group of 
Iranian students storming the U.S. embassy 
in 1979. “My mom wrote to senator Barbara 
Mikulski, who was able to get my dad back on a 
fiancée affidavit.”

Chaharbaghi’s mother marched with him 
as part of the PFLAG group in Baltimore’s 2016 
Pride parade.

Even though he grew up in a decidedly 
blue state, Chaharbaghi says he endured some 
gay-bashing that included “a rabbit punch in 
the locker room.” But mostly he endured verbal 
insults such as being called a faggot and being 
stereotyped with insults like “Oh, you’re gay—
would you go shopping with me? I need help 
decorating,” he says.

After the 9/11 terror attacks, Chaharbaghi 
was deluged with questions about Islam.

“For a while, I considered myself a Muslim. 
I feel the Koran is a beautiful text, but I now 
identify as agnostic,” he says. (His boyfriend 
is an atheist.) “I believe it’s everyone’s right 
to believe what they believe, and I am happy 
to help them celebrate, especially through the 
power of music. The Chamber Choir’s annual 

Christmas concerts are probably my favorite 
concerts of the year.” Those choir concerts 
have become a Houston holiday tradition that 
combine beloved carols with classical Christ-
mas works.

This year’s performances, entitled The 
Wondrous Gift Is Given: Christmas at the 
Villa, are set for December 7–9 at the Chapel of 
the Villa de Matel, 6510 Lawndale at Wayside. 

“It is a beautiful sanctuary and a great 
space to enjoy the atmosphere of the season,” 
Chaharbaghi says. “It is all about bringing 
people together.”

Chaharbaghi and Abbott are founding 
members (and co-managing divos) of Opera 
on Tap (operaontap.org), which “sends opera 
into bars,” Chaharbaghi says. It’s the Houston 
chapter of a new national network of opera 
artists whose community outreach is “local, 
grassroots, and very fun.” 

“Where do we perform? Anywhere people 
will let us. But not really so much in concert 
halls and opera houses,” the website explains.

The Houston chapter’s debut performance 
was October 27 at Bohemeo’s on Telephone 
Road, followed by a November 23 stint at Not-
suoh’s on Main Street.

Chaharbaghi, who began taking voice les-
sons at age 14, studied piano along with voice 
in college, graduating in 2015 with a master’s 
degree in vocal performance and pedagogy 
from the University of Houston. He currently 
teaches private voice lessons and prepares 
high-school students for vocal competitions.

Don Maines is a regular contributor to  
OutSmart magazine.
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“I HAD THESE SILLY 
STEREOTYPES OF TEXAS 
IN MY HEAD, BUT THAT’S 

NOT AT ALL WHAT  
I FOUND.”

—Rameen
Chaharbaghi
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RAY HILL

O
n November 24, at 6:30 
in the evening, the late-
autumn sun had just set 
when Raymond Wayne Hill 
quietly drew his last breath. 
Following a remarkable 

fight, Hill succumbed after a lifelong battle 
with heart disease. 

Houston’s fiercest champion of LGBTQ 
rights died peacefully in hospice care at 
Omega House, while enveloped by the love 
of friends and admirers. With his transition, 
the 78-year-old took his enormous person-
ality, groundbreaking life, unique brand of 
courage, and rare sense of humor with him.

Coincidentally, Hill helped launch 
Omega House in the 1980s. Its sole mission 
at the time was to care for dying AIDS pa-
tients who were often shunned by the larger 
medical community and abandoned by their 
families. There had been many nights when 
Hill stroked a dying young man’s head in the 
same modest facility that housed his own 
failing body in the end. 

A parade of people visited Hill’s bedside 
as the curtain slowly fell on his life following 
his third heart surgery in 20 years in early 
August. Attorneys, teachers, politicians, sex 
workers, recovering addicts, and journal-
ists sat with Hill as he soaked up their love, 
and rewarded them with his stories. Those 
stories gradually became shorter in recent 
weeks as Hill’s energy waned and his voice 
softened to a whisper. Even mayor Sylvester 
Turner spent a few private moments with 

Hill, tearing up as he held the activist’s hand.
To say Ray Hill will be missed doesn’t 

begin to express the sadness in Houston’s 
LGBTQ community. With his passing, Hous-
ton’s own “royal” in the fight for LGBTQ 
equality fades into history.

On the night of Hill’s death, Mayor 
Turner released a statement.

“Ray Hill, my friend and warrior, has 
passed,” Turner said. “Fighting for gay 
rights, human rights, criminal-justice 
reforms, Ray was on the frontline and helped 
pave the way for many others to follow. He 
was authentic, committed, and respected.

“Ray had a heart for justice, equality, 
and acceptance for decades, and he fol-
lowed his heart into the streets, courtrooms, 
City Council chambers, legislative hearing 
rooms, jails, prisons, and radio stations of 
our city and state, advocating for his causes 
well before they became popular. I’m one 
of many people who agreed with him about 
his important causes. But such positions 
are relatively easy to take and express now, 
[decades after] Ray blazed the trail. 

“Rest in peace, Ray Hill,” Turner  
concluded.

The Beginning
Hill was born in 1940 at Baptist Memorial 
Hospital in downtown Houston. His parents, 
who lived in the working-class community 
of the Heights, were labor organizers. He 
later said they paved the way for his dogged 
pursuit of civil rights and LGBTQ equality.

Hill came out to his family in 1958 while 
attending Galena Park High School, where 
he was quarterback for the varsity football 
team. “When I told my mother I was gay, 
she took a drag on her cigarette, then a sip of 
her coffee. Finally, she said, ‘Well, that’s a 
relief,’” Hill later recalled.

“A relief?” Hill responded to his mother.
“We don’t expect that response from par-

ents today, much less parents at that time,” 
he said later.

“Well, we noticed you dress better than 
other boys,”  she continued, “and with you 
playing football and all, we were afraid you 
were going to grow up to be a Republican.”

Life after high school was rife with temp-
tation for Hill. He claimed that he partied 
with Truman Capote. (“Truman was always 
knee-crawlin’ drunk. Always,” Hill would 
say.) He also insisted that he could often be 
seen on the arm of Tennessee Williams. 

But as Hill’s tastes for the finer things 
developed, so did his appetite for acquir-
ing them by any means available. He began 
breaking into galleries at night—ones where 
he knew the inventory was insured. “I stole a 
whole lot of stuff. Jewelry, antiques, art—you 
know, stuff queers really like,” Hill said later.

In 1971, his life as a criminal screeched 
to a halt. He was serving time in a Califor-
nia jail for unrelated crimes when he was 
extradited to Texas for trial. None other 
than Marvin Zindler (who was on his “Harris 
County sheriff’s stage” at the time), showed up 
to collect Hill.

Pioneering activist was Houston’s 
fiercest champion of LGBTQ civil rights.

By Kim Hogstrom
Photo by Jason Meade

Remembering
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“W
hen Zindler realized 
he knew my family, 
he pulled the cop car 
over and told me to 
get out. First, he re-
moved my leg irons 

and handcuffs, then he threw me the car keys 
and made me drive all the way back to Houston 
while he slept in the back of the car, farting and 
snoring the whole way,” Hill later said.

With his return to Texas, Hill was tried, 
convicted, and sentenced to prison for 160 
years. He quickly launched an appeal of the sen-
tence and won. The 160-year incarceration was 
shortened to eight, and in 1975 he was released 
early—a reward for being a model inmate.

 
The Middle
Hill’s experiences in prison opened his eyes to 
the entire, putrid Texas Department of Crimi-
nal Justice. From the moment he was released, 
Hill became one of the state’s most vocal pro-
ponents of prison reform. He would also share 
what he learned on the inside with anyone in 
need. In fact, Hill gave Martha Stewart “going-
to-prison lessons” prior to her incarceration in 
2004. The two would meet on Skype, and Hill 
would absorb the domestic diva’s attention for 
hours on end.

Always striving to improve life for the 
community, Hill co-founded Houston’s first 
LGBTQ-rights organization with two friends. 
In the early 1970s, he began working at 
Houston’s only publicly funded radio station, 
KPFT (which he co-founded in 1968). During 
his regular call-in show on LGBTQ issues, Hill 
received calls from listeners who threatened to 
kill him—live, on the air. He would respond by 
giving the caller directions to the station. 

In 1978, Hill organized Town Meeting I, a 
gathering of 4,000 people at the Astro Arena 
during Houston’s first LGBTQ Pride month. 
Town Meeting I served as a catalyst for the for-
mation of many LGBTQ organizations, includ-
ing what is now called the Montrose Center.

 In 1979, Hill helped organize the National 
March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights, the first march of its kind in the U.S. 
He worked with San Francisco city supervisor 
Harvey Milk to pull off the massive event.

“We only got about 80,000 people to DC, but 
no one had ever seen that many queers in one 
pile in history,” Hill once said.

Houston filmmaker Jarrod Gullett, who 
produced a 2015 documentary about Hill’s life, 
acknowledged that he had his detractors. 

“Some people resented the way Ray could, 

and often did, suck all the oxygen out of a 
room,” Gullett said. “What people didn’t un-
derstand is that Ray would do that on purpose. 
If a group of people who should have been 
working together were divided, Ray would stir 
up trouble. He would unite them by making all 
of them mad at him instead.”

 Tony Carroll, the late gay psychotherapist 
and community leader, explained to OutSmart 
in 2015 that there were those in Houston’s 
LGBTQ community who wished to be as loud 
as Hill was, but couldn’t match his courage.

 “Many of us were stuck—paralyzed— 
because of society,” Carroll said. “We always 
supported Ray in what he did, but we didn’t 

have the luxury of the doing the same.
 “Some of us were business owners, some 

were government workers or teachers, and 
others were professionals with years of 
higher education,” Carroll added. “To be vocal 
and visible would have cost us our patrons, 
students, and livelihoods. Ray never had to be 
concerned with losing everything, because he 
never had anything to lose.” 

 Gullett said he believes Hill lived most of 
his life below the poverty line for a reason.  

 “Having little to lose set him free do the 
work he needed to do, to speak truth to power. 
It was more important to Ray to remain unte-
thered [rather] than comfortable.” 

Legendary Legacy
Ray Hill is shown, top and left, at the National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights, 

which he helped organize in 1979. A documentary about Hill’s life, Loud Mouth Queer, which is 
based on the 2015 short film The Trouble with Ray, is set to be released in 2019.

‹
RemembeRing Ray Hill
continued from previous page
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The End
 Hill’s experiences have been the subject of 
several documentaries. His long-running 
KPFT radio show dealing with Texas prison 
issues was the subject of a 2005 film, Citizen 
Provocateur: Ray Hill’s Texas Prison Show. He 
is also a featured character in The Guy with the 
Knife, released in 2015, about the murder of gay 
Houstonian Paul Broussard. After helping po-
lice capture Broussard’s killers, Hill famously 
fought for the release of one of them, Jon Buice.

 Gullett’s documentary, The Trouble with 
Ray, launched as a 22-minute work. However, 
Gullett and art director Travis Johns (of Proud 
Pony International) had little choice but to 
heed numerous pleas to make it longer. And 
Hill’s life provided ample fodder. The longer 
version will be released sometime in 2019 and 
is aptly titled Loud Mouth Queer. 

What compelled these filmmakers to tell 
the story of Ray Hill? 

“An activist doesn’t spend 50 years fight-
ing for LGBTQ equality in the land of steers 
and queers just to give up,” Johns stated. “Ray 
wanted to pass the torch and ignite the next 
generation. He was a great choice for keeping 
the wheels moving, because he was in the thick 
of the movement from the beginning.”

In Hill’s final days, it became clear that 
the battles he fought before the U.S. Supreme 
Court were his proudest moments. In 1987, 
Hill was the plaintiff in The City of Hous-
ton v. Hill, the lawsuit challenging the City 
ordinance that made it illegal to “interrupt” 
police officers performing their duties. The 
Supreme Court ruled in Hill’s favor, saying 
the ordinance violated the First Amendment. 
That court decision altered law-enforcement 
practices across the nation.

Hill was also heavily involved in Law-
rence v. Texas, the Supreme Court case that 
overturned antigay sodomy laws nationwide 
in 2003.

 On December 2, a memorial service for 
Hill was held on the steps of Houston City 
Hall. Mayor Annise Parker, whom Hill charged 
with organizing the event, served as keynote 
speaker. Hill requested six pall bearers—two 
cops, two ex-cons, and two members of AA. 

Hill’s ashes will be scattered in a family 
cemetery in Flo, Texas. He made certain to ac-
quire a gravestone for the site in advance of his 
transition, or “journey across the River Styx,” 
as he referred to his approaching death.

In keeping with his proudest achievement, 
the gravestone simply states: 

Ray Hill 
1940–2018

U.S. Supreme Court decision – Houston v. Hill 
(107 S. Ct. 2502)

Its brevity makes sense. It would take hun-
dreds of headstones to list the rest of Hill’s con-
tributions to the nation’s civil-rights history. ➝ 
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‘The River Styx’
In the final few months of Hill’s life, destiny 
sent him a professional “Death Doula,” or end-
of-life midwife, to help him transition. Within 
a short time, nurse Amy Morales and Hill 
became inseparable.

Hill never shied away from speaking of 
his impending death, often referring to it as 
“crossing the River Styx.” Morales spent hours 
with Hill discussing the subject. 

The story of the River Styx is a tale that 
comes from Greek mythology. Styx was  
believed to be the river that served as the  
barrier separating the world of the living from 
the world of the dead. In order to cross the 
River Styx, a dead person had to pay a fee to 
the ferryman. Those who couldn’t pay the fee 
would have to swim, and very few made it to 
the other side.

On the night of November 23, Morales kept 
her vigil at Hill’s bedside. “I didn’t know that 
would be Ray’s last full night on this Earth,” 
she remembers. 

 “When I got home that morning, I found 
myself with an overwhelming desire to cry 
and an inability to sleep,” she adds. “Ray was 
separating from this realm, and I could feel it 
happening. 

 “When I arrived the next morning, I 
rubbed Rays’ hands, expressing my love and 
gratitude to him,” Morales says. “He was unre-
sponsive. I started to clean up his belongings 
without realizing why. When I found a gold-
colored plastic coin that someone brought to 
help him scratch lottery tickets, it dawned on 
me: Ray was close to the River Styx. 

 “I thought he would appreciate me humor-
ing him with a kind, albeit silly, gesture,” she 
concludes. “I fixed the coin to his hospital 
gown over his heart with tape and labeled it 
‘For the Ferryman.’ I wanted to be sure he had 
the passage fee. The chip was still there when 
he drew his last breath.”

 Morales knew her friend well, and that 
golden coin attached to his gown is the sort of 
gesture Hill would have savored.  

 
Kim Hogstrom is a regular contributor  
to OutSmart magazine.
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Community

On November 4, The Four Seasons Club held its 
fall party at Neon Boots. Pictured are Travis  
Deshotel, Bruce Reeves, Michael Lee-
burt, Jim Traweek, and Tony Castro.

Midterm Election Watch Night Party on Novem-
ber 6 sponsored by the HGLBT Political Caucus 
at JR’s Bar & Grill. Pictured are Andy Hevey, 
Brandon Hevey, Stephen Miranda, Eric 
Schell, and Crimson Jordan.

Judge Jerry Simoneaux Election Night 
Victory Party on November 6. Pictured are 
Simoneaux’s family and friends.

On November 11, a midterm election watch 
night party with Lizzie Pannill Fletcher was 
held at Armadillo Palace. Pictured: Heather 
Jones Taylor, Lisa Madry,  Quentin 
Dunn, U.S. Representative-elect Lizzie 
Pannill Fletcher, Anthony Brian 
Patrick, and Liz Sweeney.

Photos by Dalton DeHart and Edgardo Aguilar
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• Premier Provider of Invisalign
• Veneers, Implants, Esthetic  
   Fillings & Smile Makeover
• In House Financing

UNCOMPROMISING 
EXCELLENCE
IN DENTISTRY

Dr. Marcus
   de Guzman

 Dr. Cynthia       
     Corral

BAYOUCITYSMILES.COM

Arts District @ Sawyer Yards
2313 Edwards St., Ste 150

 Houston, TX 77007 • 713.518.1411

Voted one of the 
Top Dentists by 

OutSmart Readers 
Cythia Carral 

Voted Best Female 
Dentist by OutSmart 

Readers

2 0 1 7
 R E A D E R S '

C H O I C E
A W A R D S

• Your Dentist is Certifi ed
   in Oral Conscious Sedation
• Most Insurance Accepted
• Underarmor Sports 
  Guard provider.

By Combining the product quality of our

Integrity Roof SystemTM and the skillsets

held by SELECT ShingleMasterTM

credentialed contractos,
CertainTeed has the confi dence to o� er the

SureStart PLUSTM  5-Star Warranty.

281-484-7663      osconstruction.net

http:// bayoucitysmiles.com 
http:// osconstruction.net 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com
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281.540.2000
BECKWITH’S CAR CARE

1919 FM 1960 Bypass Rd. E.
Humble, TX  77338

BECKWITHS.COM

CHECK ENGINE
LIGHT ON?

EXPERT ANSWERS
PROFESSIONAL SOLUTIONS

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE
THAT YOU CAN TRUST

WHEREVER YOU WORK OR LIVE
OUR SHUTTLE WILL TAKE YOU THERE

CALL US!

Best Auto Mechanic

HAPPY HOLIDAYS � � 

the BECKWITH BUNCH!

TRAVELING FOR THE HOLIDAYS?
We can fi x and repair

 your vehicle while you fl y.
No parking charges!

Complimentary rides &
pick up from the airport.

Diagnostics $99
Now Only $49

YOUR NEIGHBORS, YOUR REALTORS.
713.528.0050  |  AnthonyUptonProperties.com
on Facebook at /AnthonyUptonProperties

2000 BAGBY - Unit 15400
Luxury High Rise living at its best! Exquisite 
penthouse located in the heart of Midtown 
and on the edge of downtown with excep-
tional views from the approximately 50 foot 
terrace! O� ers 15 foot ceilings throughout - 
A must see! 2/3 Bedroom, 2359 Sq. Ft.
MLS # 7088827  |  O� ered at $1,299,000

2000 BAGBY - Unit 15402
Amazing penthouse unit overlooking down-
town o� ers 30 foot outdoor terrace perfect 
for entertaining with amazing downtown 
skyline views! 15 foot ceilings throughout, 
walking distance to shopping, restaurants
and nightlife. 1 BR 2 Bath,1568 Sq. Ft. 
MLS # 96463582  |  O� ered at $860,000

281.519.7826
16000 Park Ten Place Suite #802

Houston, TX. 77084
completemalesolutions.com

A� ordable treatment for erectile
dysfunction and male enhancement.
Drug-free. Needle-free. Surgery-free.

Call today 
for a free 
consultation!

Like us on 
Facebook

http:// anthonyuptonproperties.com 
http:// beckwiths.com 
http:// completemalesolutions.com 
http://outsmartmagazine.com 
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1644 W ALABAMA SUITE 100
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006

BUY & SELL 
        KELL

KELLI LINES
UH Graduate , BBA – Accounting

281.972.6000

with
LEASE TOO!

NBEliteRealty.com

3506 FM 528 Rd.  |   Alvin, TX 77511  |   281.968.2266
Only 10 minutes from League City, Dickinson, Webster and, Pearland.

ToyotaOfAlvin.com

DIVERSITY, INCLUSION, RESPECT & PRIDE.
Serving the greater Houston area with

Mention this ad for exclusive Concierge Delivery!

we   DEliver! 

Clairvoyant Tarot Readings By L.A.

Readings •  Romantic Relationships •  Business •  Past Lives •  Mediumship •  Life Coaching • Party Entertainment

Here is what one client has to say:
“As a professional forecaster myself, I can attest 
to L.A. Brown’s remarkable ability to “see” the 
future. She’s as insightful as she is delightful, 
whether she’s amazing my party guests or giving 
me a personal reading, L.A. is spot-on with her 
predictions...and she goes out a lot farther than 
my 10-day forecast!”          — Frank Billingsley

To schedule your reading 

Call (832) 856-2188
www.ReadingsbyLA.com

http:// toyotaofalvin.com 
http:// nbeliterealty.com 
http:// www.readingsbyla.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com
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Community

On November 8, Wil Haygood presented 
“Tigerland’’ at St. Paul’s UMC. Pictured are Wil 
Haygood, Thurgood Marshall Law School dean 
Gary Bledsoe, HCDLA representatives, San 
Antonio and Houston friends, and retired Rockets 
coach John Egan.

On November 10, the Krewe of Olympus hosted 
CajunFest. Pictured are the Krewe of Olympus 
Swamp Women (drag names) Bullah May Okra, 
Alicia Allure, Mona Lott, and Morgan Fairview, 
aka Mark Guillory, Gary Nalls, Robert 
Brooks, and Skip Willet.

On November 10, Resurrection MCC hosted 
Drag Bingo. Pictured are Whitney Howard, 
Anida Dou-Blé-Wide, Ready Freddie, 
Eddie Domingue, Anita Peters, Olivia 
Moore, Noy, Chi Chi Perez, Ron Reeser, 
and Aileen North.

HOUTEX held its annual tennis tournament at  
Memorial Park and the Houston Gay Tennis Ban-
quet at Cadillac Bar & Grill in November. Pictured 
are Chris Shepard and David Peterson.

Photos by Dalton DeHart and Edgardo Aguilar

A career on 
your terms

Empowering clients to live better lives is at the heart of 
what we do. That’s why we want our workforce to be as 
diverse as the families we serve. To truly help members of 
the LGBT and other communities live better lives, we need 
more than the world-class service and top-notch financial 
products AXA Advisors is known for. We also need you.

Jeffrey D. Moore, MBA, ChFC®, CLU®
Regional Executive Vice President 

Tel: (713) 402-6400 
E-mail: Jeffrey.moore@axa-advisors.com

George W. Hawkins, Managing Partner
Hawkins Laakso Wealth Management 

Tel: (713) 402-6425
E-mail: George.hawkins@axa-advisors.com

AXA Advisors, LLC
3200 Southwest Freeway 
Suite 1800 
Houston, TX 77027

Contact AXA Advisors today:

AXA Advisors, LLC is an equal opportunity employer. M/F/D/V. 
GE-131041 (11/17) (Exp. 11/19)  G264777

A career on 
your terms

Empowering clients to live better lives is at the heart of 
what we do. That’s why we want our workforce to be as 
diverse as the families we serve. To truly help members of 
the LGBT and other communities live better lives, we need 
more than the world-class service and top-notch financial 
products AXA Advisors is known for. We also need you.

Jeffrey D. Moore, MBA, ChFC®, CLU®
Regional Executive Vice President 

Tel: (713) 402-6400 
E-mail: Jeffrey.moore@axa-advisors.com

George W. Hawkins, Managing Partner
Hawkins Laakso Wealth Management 

Tel: (713) 402-6425
E-mail: George.hawkins@axa-advisors.com

AXA Advisors, LLC
3200 Southwest Freeway 
Suite 1800 
Houston, TX 77027

Contact AXA Advisors today:

AXA Advisors, LLC is an equal opportunity employer. M/F/D/V. 
GE-131041 (11/17) (Exp. 11/19)  G264777

Empowering clients to live better lives is at the heart of what we do. 
That’s why we want our workforce to be as diverse as the families we 
serve. To truly help members of the LGBT and other communities live 
better lives, we need more than the world-class service and top-notch 
financial products AXA Advisors is known for. We also need you.

A career on 
your terms

A career on 
your terms

Empowering clients to live better lives is at the heart of 
what we do. That’s why we want our workforce to be as 
diverse as the families we serve. To truly help members of 
the LGBT and other communities live better lives, we need 
more than the world-class service and top-notch financial 
products AXA Advisors is known for. We also need you.

Jeffrey D. Moore, MBA, ChFC®, CLU®
Regional Executive Vice President 

Tel: (713) 402-6400 
E-mail: Jeffrey.moore@axa-advisors.com

George W. Hawkins, Managing Partner
Hawkins Laakso Wealth Management 

Tel: (713) 402-6425
E-mail: George.hawkins@axa-advisors.com

AXA Advisors, LLC
3200 Southwest Freeway 
Suite 1800 
Houston, TX 77027

Contact AXA Advisors today:

AXA Advisors, LLC is an equal opportunity employer. M/F/D/V. 
GE-131041 (11/17) (Exp. 11/19)  G264777

AXA Advisors, LLC is an equal opportunity employer. M/F/D/V. 
GE-131041 (11/17) (Exp. 11/19)  G264777

A career on 
your terms

Empowering clients to live better lives is at the heart of 
what we do. That’s why we want our workforce to be as 
diverse as the families we serve. To truly help members of 
the LGBT and other communities live better lives, we need 
more than the world-class service and top-notch financial 
products AXA Advisors is known for. We also need you.

Jeffrey D. Moore, MBA, ChFC®, CLU®
Regional Executive Vice President 

Tel: (713) 402-6400 
E-mail: Jeffrey.moore@axa-advisors.com

George W. Hawkins, Managing Partner
Hawkins Laakso Wealth Management 

Tel: (713) 402-6425
E-mail: George.hawkins@axa-advisors.com

AXA Advisors, LLC
3200 Southwest Freeway 
Suite 1800 
Houston, TX 77027

Contact AXA Advisors today:

AXA Advisors, LLC is an equal opportunity employer. M/F/D/V. 
GE-131041 (11/17) (Exp. 11/19)  G264777

Voted Best
Female Physician

THANK YOU OUTSMART
READERS FOR VOTING ME

Best Male Mental
Health Therapist 2016 & 2018

713.257.0972

4203 Montrose, Suite 240
Houston, Texas 77006
4203 Montrose, Suite 240
Houston, Texas 77006
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 Lawyers You Know, A Firm You Can Trust

Katine & Nechman  |  1834 Southmore Blvd.  |  Houston, TX  77004
713-808-1000  |  info@lawkn.com  |  www.lawkn.com 

Adoptions, surrogacy, child custody/visitation, 
pre-nuptial/post-nuptial/cohabitation agreements, 

divorce, name changes, and estate planning

JOHN NECHMAN
LGBT Pride Grand 

Marshal, 2013

MITCHELL KATINE 

LGBT Pride Grand 
Marshal, 2001

Real Estate Disputes • Homeowner Association Law • Immigration 
Criminal Law • Family Law • Adoptions • Insurance and Disabilit y Claims

HIV/LGBTQ Law • Estate Documents • Employment Law

LGBTQ FAMILY LAW

ASHLEY SCOTT 

Family Law
Attorney

Voted Best
Family Law

&
Real Estate

http:// www.lawkn.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com
mailto:info@lawkn.com
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A
s we faced another year of Donald Trump’s 
presidency, the second annual Houston 
Women’s March got us fi red up in January. 
After celebrating Mardi Gras in February, 

we came together for the annual AIDS Walk and 
Diana Awards in March. In April, we celebrated 
not only at Bunnies on the Bayou and the Hu-
man Rights Campaign’s Houston gala, but also at 
OUTSMART’s 25th anniversary party. In May, the 

community began to unite behind a record slate 
of LGBTQ candidates at the Victory Fund’s 

Houston Champagne Brunch. In June, we 

marked Houston Pride with the organization under 
new leadership. In July, we raised money for Legacy 
Community Health at Mint Julep, and gathered 
for the 22nd annual QFest. In August, we cooled 
o�  at Impulse Group Houston’s fi rst “Soaked: 
Hou-chella,” and in September we marked the fi rst 
Pride event in The Woodlands. In October, there 
was the Montrose Center’s Out for Good, as well as 
OUTSMART’s annual Gayest & Greatest celebration. 
Finally in November, we breathed a sigh of relief 
despite some disappointments following the mid-
term elections. See you in 2019!

JANUARY '18
1. Houston Women’s 
March, January 20
2. Snow Bunnies 39
3. Krewe of 
Olympus 2018
4. AIDS Foundation 
Houston hosted Rock 
the Walk, January 22 

DECEMBER '17
1.  Rainbow on ICE, 
Dec. 8, 2017
2. World AIDS
Day Luncheon, 
Dec. 1, 2017
3. New Year’s
Eve at Rich’s
4. World AIDS Day 
Candlelight Vigil

1 

1 

2 

2 

3

3

4

4

2018 YEAR  in  Review
Dalton DeHart’s

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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FEBRUARY
1. OutReach United 
2018, February 10
2. Mystery and Fantasy 
Mardi Gras Ball
at Rich’s,  February 3
3.  LUEY 2018, 
February 15-18 
4. “Aquatica” – Rich’s 
February Big Ass Show, 
February 11
5. Decadent Desserts 
and Dancing - Assist-
Hers , February 25
6. Montrose Softball 
League Association, 
February 24February 24

1 2 

3 4

5 6

1 2 

3 4

5 6

YEAR  in

  Review

2 0 1 8
Dalton DeHart’s

MARCH
1.  AIDS Walk 2018 and 
Rock the Walk - AIDS 
Foundation Houston, 
March 4
2.  65th Annual Diana 
Awards, March 10
3.  Don Gill presented 
“LIVE” 2018 at Tony’s 
Corner Pocket, March 24
4. Victory Fund 2018 
-  Houston Champagne 
Brunch Kickoff, 
February 19
5. LSVA 2018 Lone 
Star Volleyball Classic, 
March 29
6. March for Our Lives 
Houston March, 24  

http:// outsmartmagazine.com
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TOP PRODUCER

GREENWOOD KING®

®

j f a i n @ g r e e n w o o d k i n g . c o m

7 13 . 677.4337     

JEREMY FAIN

Your Friend   Your Family   

YOUR REALTOR

TOP PRODUCER

Voted Best Realtor 

2014–2018
OutSmart Readers’ 

Choice Awards 2013–2018

Facebook and Instagram - sharewellnessmedispa

4011 Richmond Avenue   •   713.621.8200
www.ShareWellness.com

“It’s not new 
and improved, 

it’s you and
improved!”
—Dr. John Share

• Male Sexual Performance Enhancement
• PRP (platelet rich plasma) Treatments
• Botox, Xeomin and Fillers

• Bio-Identical Hormone Replacement
• Body Sculpting and Fat Destruction
• Facial Rejuvenation

YOUR
HOMETOWN
LENDER
The lending power of a full-service banker with the 
fl exibility that comes with decisions made locally.

BRIAN KEITH RUSSELL
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE
LOAN ORIGINATIOR #284011

NMLS 62411
2121 Sage Rd. Suite 140

Houston, TX 77056

KRUSSELL@RSMC.NET
(713) 299-4981
(713) 579-7805  

WWW.KRUSSELL.REPUBLICSTATEMORTGAGE.COM

http:// www.sharewellness.com 
http:// www.krussell.republicstatemortgage.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
mailto:krussell@rsmc.net
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4317 montrose blvd • 713.529.3937
www.WearUsOut.com

Evan Mapes OD
Optometric Glaucoma Specialist

D I ST I N C T I V E  E Y E W E A R  •  C O N TAC T  L E N S E S  •  E Y E  E X A M S

Photographer: Justin O’Keith
Model: Bobby Ginsburg

Flex/HSA Accounts 
Accepted

—
Follow us on

Instagram
@spectacles_on_montrose

Naughty or Nice?  Decide and save December 6–24!

DENISE O’DOHERTY
LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN

3131 Eastside St., Ste 435 • 713-524-9525RelationshipTherapistRN.com

• Addiction
• Relationship
• Personal Development

 BEST MENTAL HEALTH THERAPIST
OutSmart Reader’s Choice Awards 2004–2018

COUNSELING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY

Counseling to individuals, couples, 
and families of varying age, gender, 
race and sexual orientations.

GIVING YOU THE SCOOP 
FROM INSIDE THE LOOP

THOMAS PHILLIPS
t.phillips@kw.com    832-305-7848

Finalist: Best
Real-Estate Agent 

Fly High Above The Rest.
Goosehead Insurance.

The smarter, simpler way 
to purchase insurance.

Patrick Torma 
Agency Owner

Call 281.723.1294
3420 Rusk St., Ste. 22 
Houston, TX  77003

Best Insurance Agent
Finalist

One of the most successful and charming 
laugh- out- loud Broadway comedies ever 
written. Paul and Corie are newlyweds in 

every sense of the word: he’s a straight-as-
an arrow lawyer and she’s a free spirit. Paul 
just doesn’t understand Corie, and she just 
wants him to be a little more spontaneous.

Dec. 31st, 
Jan. 4 – 19, 2019
THEATRE SOUTHWEST

713.661.9505
tickets@theatresouthwest.org

theatresouthwest.orgProduced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.

http:// relationshiptherapistrn.com 
http:// theatresouthwest.org 
http:// www.wearusout.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com
mailto:t.phillips@kw.com
mailto:tickets@theatresouthwest.org
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MAY
1. Victory Fund 2018 
Houston Champagne 
Brunch, May 6
2. Montrose Center 
hosted a Mother’s Day 
brunch with Sister 
Helen Holy, May 12 
3. Casa Anandrea,   
a program of OLTT, 
May 16
4. Victory Fund, May 6
5. Montrose Center’s 
40th Anniversary 
Party, May 12
6. Out for Educa-
tion hosted its 2018 
Scholarship Awards 
Presentation, May 20

APRIL
1 & 2. Bunnies on the 
Bayou 39,  April 1
3.  ‘Living the Vision’ 
with Lavern Cox
4. The Gay 10K, 
April 7
5. “Be Visible” 
Houston Pride Wall, 
April 5
6. OutSmart’s 25th 
Anniversary Party, 
April 24

YEAR  in

  Review

2 0 1 8
Dalton DeHart’s
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The Human Rights 
Campaign hosted 
its RISE! Houston 

Gala, April 7

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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3333 Weslayan • 77027
713.892.8100

WWW.PIZZERIASOLARIO.COM

Hand-crafted pasta and 
wood fi red neapolitan style pizzas.

- Pure & simple

Voted as one of the
Best Pizza Place

No Drama
...Just Results

TOP PRODUCER 2001-2017

Voted BEST FEMALE
REAL ESTATE AGENT

6 years in a row.

Outsmart Readers’
 Choice 2013-2018

http:// www.pizzeriasolario.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com
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JULY
1. Mint Julep - Legacy 
Community Health,  
July 15
2. Gay Prom for  
Adults - Gala Houston, 
July 21
3. Equality Action Acad-
emy - HRC Houston and 
Houston GLBT Political 
Caucus, July 2
4. Fear the Queer  
presents Rock the 
Runway, July 20
5. Houston’s 22nd Annual 
LGBTQ Film Festival
QFest, July 26 —30
6. Summer Lovin’ 
“Boylesque”
OutReach United,  
July 15

JUNE
1. Pride Houston 2018, 
June 6
2. Pride Festival & 
Parade, June 25
3 & 4. Pride Houston 
Salvation Pool Party, 
June 14
5. Galveston Pride 2018 
6.  Pride Houston 
VIP Art Showcase  at 
Jumper Maybach Fine 
Art Gallery, June 15
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Unique Jewelry since 1984

1338-C Westheimer
713-520-5440

www.silverlustonline.com

A Color Explosion
from Silverlust this

Holiday Season!

A Color Explosion
from Silverlust this

Guiding 
you through
life’s financial 
decisions.

RICK DICKSON, CFP®, MBA
(713) 489-4322
rdickson@GaleneFinancial.com
www.GaleneFinancial.com

Call to schedule a 
complimentary consultation.

713 489 4322

Securities offered through LPL fi nancial, member FINRA/SIPC

Rick Dickson

Voted one of the 
BEST MALE 
FINANCIAL 
ADVISORS

Voted one of the

SERVING THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY WITH SAME SEX V ISA 
PETITIONS,  RESIDENCY,  NATURALIZATION,  BUSINESS V ISAS,  

INVESTOR VISAS,  TEMPORARY WORKER V ISAS,  
REPRESENTATION BEFORE THE IMMIGRATION COURTS,  APPEALS 

TO THE BOARD OF IMMIGRATION APPEALS CIRCUIT AND 
SUPREME COURT OF THE U.S.

OCTAVIO BARRIOS, M.D.
ADULT PRIMARY CARE

OCTAVIO BARRIOS, M.D.OCTAVIO BARRIOS, M.D.OCTAVIO BARRIOS, M.D.
ADULT PRIMARY CAREADULT PRIMARY CAREADULT PRIMARY CARE

 BEST PHYSICIAN 

OCTAVIO BARRIOS, MD Ask us about
PrEP Today!

HIV Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis

LUCIA MANGLE ARNOLD, 
MPAS, PA-C

BOARD CERTIFIED 
AMERICAN BOARD 

OF FAMILY MEDICINE

BY APPOINTMENT
SAME DAY AVAILABLE
FOR ACUTE ILLNESS

Renaissance Family Clinic
517 West Gray St. • 713.942.7546

MOST INSURANCES 
ACCEPTED

2013-2018
FINALIST

http:// www.silverlustonline.com 
http:// www.galenefinancial.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com
mailto:rdickson@galenefinancial.com
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SEPTEMBER
1.  The Woodlands 
Pride, Sept. 8
2.  Bunnies in  
Heat - Bunnies on  
the Bayou, Sept. 8
3.  Transgender Unity 
Banquet - Transgender 
Unity Committee, 
Sept. 15
4.  The T.R.U.T.H.  
Project, Inc., Sept. 22
5. EPAH & Lone Star 
Veterans Association 
LGBT Affinity Group 
2018,  Sept. 29
6.  Sunday Funday - 
Lupe Valdez for 
Governor - Chapman 
& Kirby, Sept. 23

AUGUST
1. Soaked: “Hou-Chella” - 
Impulse Group Houston, 
August 4
2.  Trash Disco  - Krewe 
of Olympus, August 5
3. MSLA 2018 - World 
Series send-off party, 
August 11
4. Summer Chills - 
ActOUT at the Alley 
Theatre, August 8
5. Mayor Sylvester 
Turner’s LGBTQ  
Advisory Board hosted an 
Appreciation Reception 
at Art League Houston, 
August 28
6. 2018 Girl of  
Montrose Contest,  
August 18
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65
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Gary M.Gritz,CPA
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Specializing in Personal &  Business Accounting Services

Call (713) 784-3030

3310 Katy Freeway, Suite 310
713.784.3030

Proud member of EPAH!

Don’t let yourself get 
bogged down with taxes,
Leave your troubles at my door!!

230 Westcott, Suite 210 • Houston, Texas 77019
WWW.GARYMGRITZPC.COM • GGYANKSSS@AOL.COM

• 20+ Years Experience
• Monthly & Quarterly Payroll Tax Returns
• Local & State Government Filing
• Arbitration with IRS

• Preparation of Financial Statements to third parties
• General Ledger packages—Quick Books, etc.
• My offi  ce or yours!
• Proud member of EPAH

VOTED
Best Accounting and 
Bookkeeping Service

Access to Providers via
Cell Phone 24/7

Barry F.
Gritz, M.D.

Psychiatrist 
Diplomate of the American Board 

of Psychiatry and Neurology

Christine 
Wysong 

APRN, 
PMHNP, BC 

• Saturday Hours
• Male or Female Providers Available
• Centrally Located Offi ce
• Appointments Readily Available

B F G 
& Associates

High Quality
Compassionate Care

230 Westcott, Suite 210, 
Houston, Texas 77007

713.869.7400

Voted One of the Best Psychiatrists
– OutSmart 2011-2017 Readers’ Choice

Alexis
Williams 

APRN, 
PMHNP, BC

—OutSmart 2011–2018 Readers’ Choice

State-of-the-Art Medical Eye Care

5420 Dashwood, Suite 101, Houston, Tx 77081   |   www.HoustonEye.com

713 . 6 6 8 . 9118    8 3 2 . 5 5 3 . E Y E S  ( 3 9 37 )

Now
Affiliated
with

10907 Memorial Hermann Dr., Suite 150, Pearland, TX 77584NEW  ADDITIONAL LOCATION

Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
Ophthalmology

Best Eye Doctor
as voted by 

OutSmart Readers 
2018

When detail 
matters!

Exams for glasses
Cataract Surgery

Comprehensive Ophthalmology

General Dermatology
Cosmetic Dermatology
Skin Cancer Surgery
Micro Laser Peel
IPL Photofacial 
Microneedling
Chemical Peels

Botox & Fillers
Laser Hair Removal

Leg & Facial Veins
iS Clinical

Glytone
EltaMD

obagi

HEIGHTS DERMATOLOGY 
& AESTHETIC CENTER

Come in for a free 
cosmetic consultation!

Dr. Alpesh Desai
Dr. Tejas Desai

Board Certified 
Dermatologists

2120 Ashland St.
Houston, TX  77008

713.864.2659

HeightsSkin.com

http:// m.gritz,
http:// www.garymgritzpc.com 
http:// www.houstoneye.com 
http:// 832.553.eyes 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// heightsskin.com 
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NOVEMBER
1.  Election Night watch 
party for Lizzie Pannill 
Fletcher, November 6
2.  Harris County 
Democratic Party, 
November 6
3.  Houston Gay  
Kickball 2018, 
November 11
4. EPAH 2018 - 4th  
Annual hOUsTon  
Industry LGBTA 
Mixer, November 1
5.  Fifth Annual Off 
the Rails Pub Crawl, 
November 10
6.  Four Seasons Club 
2018 - Fall Party,  
November 4

OCTOBER
1.  OutSmart Night 
featuring ‘Swimming 
While Drowning’ at 
Stages Repertory  
Theatre, October 3
2. Peter Bisuito performs 
My Big Funny Peter,  
October 14
3. Diana Foundation’s 
Country Dinner 2018, 
October 6 & 7
4.  The Montrose  
Center’s Out for Good -
The Ballroom at Bayou 
Place, October 11
5. OutSmart’s Gayest 
& Greatest Reception, 
October 17
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• Plumbing Repairs
• Water Heater Service & Replacement 
• Whole House Re-Piping & Renovations

We’re On
The Way!

We’re On
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Serving the LGBT Community - Since 1979

Best Plumber
 RUNNER UP

Lynette Lew • 713.582.2202 
Residential and Commercial Realtor
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene
Gary Greene Commercial Properties

Lynette@LynetteLew.com  |  www.LynetteLew.com

PRESERVING YEARS OF
HOUSTON LGBTQ HISTORY!

DaltonDeHart.com

Our Legacy Through The Lens

PHOTOGRAPHIC FOUNDATION

PHOTOGRAPHIC FOUNDATION

Help us fund the digitalization and cataloging of 
over million community photos by making a donation.

PRESERVING YEARS OF
HOUSTON LGBTQ HISTORY!
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Help us fund the digitalization and cataloging of 
over million community photos by making a donation.

PRESERVING YEARS OF
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Honoring a Queen

Gay Houstonians launch 
charitable foundation in 
memory of Miss Universe 
1995 Chelsi Smith.
By Don Maines

To ride life’s roller-coaster “till the 
wheels come off”—that’s one legacy of 
the late Chelsi Smith.

Another, more tangible legacy is The 
Chelsi Smith Foundation, which was an-
nounced October 7 at a celebration of life 
in The Ballroom at Bayou Place. Smith was 
Texas’ only Miss Universe, a fierce champion 
of the LGBTQ community, and an advocate for 
children and women’s empowerment. 

She died from liver cancer on September 8 
at the age of 45.

“The mission of The Chelsi Smith Foun-
dation is to provide grants and awards to 
charitable and social initiatives that Chelsi 
advocated for during her life,” says Jarrod 
Klawinsky, who co-founded the nonprofit 
organization with fellow gay Houstonian 
Michael Hannah and Smith’s longtime friend 
Kara Cox, of Cypress.

The foundation hopes to add about 12 more 
members to its board of trustees this fall.

“Each year, the foundation will choose 
three initiatives to support in fulfilling our 
mission,” says Klawinsky, adding that the 
Montrose Center, The Council on Recovery, 
and The Women’s Resource Center of Houston 
will be the group’s first grant recipients.

“Chelsi loved life and lived it to the fullest, 
many times making her own rules,” Hannah 
says. “I feel privileged to have been part of her 
life. Chelsi is at peace now and pain-free, but 
I have been left heartbroken and will miss her 
so much. My heart is in a million pieces.”

Klawinsky says he met Smith at a Christ-
mas party thrown by Houston bon vivant 
Bubba McNeely, who explains that Smith 
often attended his happy-hour cabaret shows 
at such venues as The St. Regis Houston and 
Hotel Granduca Houston.

“You know how we all love pageants, so I 
had followed her long before I technically met 

However, a number of former titleholders 
attended the service, and pre-taped tributes 
from Shanna Moakler (Smith’s first runner-
up at Miss USA who then ascended to the title 
when Smith became Miss Universe), Michelle 
McLean (Miss Universe 1992), and Shauntay 
Hinton (Miss USA 2002) were also played 
during the event.

Musical tributes included performances 
by McNeely of “Amazing Grace” and “Faith-
ful Friend.” Also, Smith’s friend Morena Roas 
composed a song that she sang.

Klawinsky told the crowd, “In our found-
ing year, the primary goal is to raise money to 
provide for our initial grants and awards while 
building our endowment. We are asking for 
those in attendance today to consider making 
a donation of any amount, and to attach your 
name to this foundation.”

At Smith’s request, the memorial service 
concluded with spirited music by a New 
Orleans-style jazz band.

For more, visit ChelsiSmithFoundation.org.

Don Maines is a regular contributor 
to OutSmart magazine. 

her,” McNeely says.
Smith was a pageant novice when she 

made the Top 12 at the 1994 Miss Texas USA 
pageant. The next year, she returned as Miss 
Galveston County. Her fellow contestants 
voted her Miss Congeniality, and judges se-
lected her as Miss Texas USA 1995.

“It was a whirlwind year,” says Klawinsky, 
noting that Smith was also crowned Miss 
Universe 1995. In addition, Smith won swim-
suit competitions at the state, national, and 
international levels.

“Did you know that when Chelsi won 
Miss Universe, she received a baby elephant 
from Namibia?” says JJ Smith (no relation), 
a Houston pageant aficionado who was a 
speaker at the memorial service. “She named 
the elephant Pepé. He remains in the country 
at a protected safari park.”

Some of the 178 persons in attendance 
at the service in downtown Houston simply 
knew Chelsi Smith as a fun-loving friend, but 
they had no idea she had been a beauty queen, 
Klawinsky says.

“I never followed pageants,” he admits. 
“You never knew unless someone recognized 
her and they brought it up.”

Universal Love
Chelsi Smith is shown as Miss Universe in 1996, clockwise from top left, posing for the NOH8 Campaign, 

and with gay Houstonian Jarrod Klawinski, who has launched a foundation in her memory. 
Smith, who died in September, was a fierce champion of LGBTQ rights, 

and the foundation will fund initiatives that she supported during her life.

‹
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Whether you are spending the winter 
holidays with your chosen family or your 

biological one, you can always look forward to 
surrounding yourself with the great music of the 
season to get through these potentially stressful 
times.

In case you missed it the first time around—
in 1994!—Won-
derful Christ-
mas Time 
(UMe) is a 2018 
expanded reissue 
of Diana Ross’ 
only solo Christ-
mas album. Ross 
brackets the album 

with songs by her ’60s-era music contempo-
raries Paul McCartney (the title track) and 
John Lennon (“Happy Xmas War Is Over”). In 
between, she mixes gospel (“His Eye Is on the 
Sparrow” and “Go Tell It on the Mountain”) 
with traditional (“The First Noel,” “Ave Maria,” 
“Amazing Grace”) and popular songs of the 
season (“The Christmas Song,” “White Christ-
mas,” “Winter Wonderland”) all wrapped up 
in sumptuous arrangements. Ross even includes 
a couple of unexpected treats, such as her 
covers of Bacharach and David’s “What the 
World Needs Now” and Stevie Wonder’s 
“Overjoyed.”

Ross isn’t the only ’60s superstar act to 
put out a holiday 
album in 2018. 
Following Good 
Times, a well-
received 2016 
comeback record 
put out by the 
surviving members 
of The Monkees 

(Mickey Dolenz, Mike Nesmith, and Peter 
Tork), the trio returns with its very first holiday 
album, Christmas Party (Rhino). Working 
again with producer Adam Schlesinger (from 
the groups Fountains of Wayne and Ivy), 
as well as some of the top songwriters who 
contributed tracks to Good Times (includ-
ing Schlesinger, Rivers Cuomo, and Andy 
Partridge), The Monkees deliver on the album’s 

party theme with new songs such as “What 
Would Santa Do,” “Unwrap You at Christmas,” 
and the title cut (co-written by Peter Buck and 
Scott McCaughey). The late Davy Jones can 
be heard on “Mele Kalikimaka” and “Silver 
Bells.” Interestingly, the best track is The Mon-
kees’ rendition of former Beatle Paul McCart-
ney’s “Wonderful Christmastime.”

In keeping with the 1960s theme, 82-year-
old British crooner 
Engelbert 
Humperdinck, 
who is celebrat-
ing more than 50 
years as a record-
ing artist, has 
released Warm-
est Christmas 

Wishes (OK! Good), his first holiday album 
since 1977. Humperdinck serves up a warm 
platter of interpretations of seasonal standards 
(“I’ll Be Home for Christmas,” “Please Come 
Home for Christmas,” “White Christmas,” 
“Silent Night,” “O Tannenbaum,” and a 
“Snowy Christmas” medley) with new material 
(“Driving Home for Christmas,” “Still Still Still,” 
“Silently Falls the Snow”), including one he co-
wrote (“A Christmas for the Family”).

Making its debut on limited-edition 
180-gram vinyl 
in 2018 is Joel 
Paterson’s 2017 
instrumental disc 
Hi-Fi Christmas 
Guitar (Ven-
trella/Bloodshot). 
Paterson (known 
for his work with 

the insurgent country act Devil in a Woodpile) 
applies his considerable guitar/steel guitar 
skills to 14 Christmas favorites, including “I 
Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus,” “Christmas 
Time Is Here,” “Pretty Paper,” “Blue Christmas,” 
and “I’ve Got My Love to Keep Me Warm,” to 
mention a few. 

We probably wouldn’t have insurgent coun-
try music without progressive/neo-traditionalist 
country artists such as Rodney Crowell, 
who paved the way (along with Steve Earle, 

Rosanne Cash, and Dwight Yoakam) for many 
of the incredible 
Americana tunes 
we are listening 
to today. Like 
the aforemen-
tioned Monkees, 
Crowell releases 
his first Christmas 
album in 2018 with 

Christmas Everywhere (New West). Even 
more fun (if a bit darker) than the Christmas 
party thrown by the Monkees, the 12 original 
Crowell tunes cut through the holiday hokum 
with a musical knife sharp enough to slice 
a Christmas ham. If you need a break from 
the forced joy, you can take comfort in songs 
such as “Merry Christmas from an Empty 
Bed,” “Christmas Makes Me Sad,” “Christmas 
Everywhere,” “Christmas in Vidor” (featuring 
occasional collaborator Mary Karr), and “Let’s 
Skip Christmas This Year.” Crowell also wraps 
up a few more traditional Christmas numbers 
“Very Merry Christmas,” “Come Christmas,” 
and “Christmas” to put under the tree.

Michael Longoria, the out musical-
theater performer 
whose credits in-
clude Jersey Boys, 
Hairspray, and The 
View Upstairs, goes 
for the garland and 
tinsel with Merry 
Christmas Dar-
ling (Broadway). 

Longoria’s big gay heart glows as bright as the 
lights on a Christmas tree with his renditions 
of holiday tunes by divas including Mariah 
Carey (“All I Want for Christmas Is You” and 
“Miss You Most [at Christmas Time]”), Ariana 
Grande (“Santa Tell Me”), Kelly Clarkson 
(“Wrapped in Red”), Leona Lewis (“One More 
Sleep”), Britney Spears (“My Only Wish”), 
and George Michael (“Last Christmas”). He 
even includes an original tune, “Merry Me This 
Christmas,” to close out the album.

Gregg Shapiro is a regular contributor 
to OutSmart magazine.

By Gregg Shapiro

Q-Music: Making the Yuletide Gay
Diana Ross, The Monkees, Michael Longoria, and more.

Grooveout
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Yes, Virginia

‘1985’ star Virginia Madsen 
on playing the mother of 
a gay Texan during the 
AIDS crisis.
By Gregg Shapiro

It seems like no matter what kind of movies 
you enjoy, chances are good that Virginia 
Madsen has been in one of them. 

She covered horror early in her career with 
the cult favorite Candyman and has appeared 
in others over the years, most recently The 
Haunting in Connecticut. Madsen has also 
performed in acclaimed dramas including 
Ghosts of Mississippi, The Rainmaker, and Joy 
(playing Jennifer Lawrence’s mother). She is 
also a natural when it comes to comedies, as 
her Oscar-nominated turn in Sideways proved, 
as well as her performances in A Prairie Home 
Companion and the queer-themed A Change of 
Heart. 

In director Yen Tan’s new movie 1985 
(Wolfe), Madsen gives what may well be her 
finest performance. As Eileen, she’s a Texas 
mom whose oldest son, Adrian (out actor Cory 
Michael Smith), comes home from New York 
for Christmas in 1985, the first time he’s been 
with the family in three years. He’s hiding a few 
secrets, including being gay and HIV-positive. 
But Eileen is savvier than she seems, and Mad-
sen gives her all in every scene, including an 
airport goodbye that requires a box of tissues.

I had the pleasure of speaking with Madsen, 
an LGBTQ ally through and through, before 
1985 was released for a limited theatrical run 
and on home video and VOD in late November.

Gregg Shapiro: Virginia, early in your act-
ing career, you starred in the classic horror 
film Candyman and later in The Number 
23 and The Haunting in Connecticut. What 
is it about this genre of movies that ap-
peals to you as an actress?
Virginia Madsen: It’s just very fun making a 
horror film. It’s like it’s Halloween and you’re 
a little kid and you’re pretending to be afraid 
of a ghost that’s not really there. It’s playing 

great directors. They take you by the hand, and 
they teach you how to do it better. I learned an 
incredible amount about acting from Francis 
Ford Coppola. Because I didn’t go in to the audi-
tion nervous, they gave me the role [of Jackie 
in The Rainmaker]. He trusted that I would 
be tough enough to go through it and not be 
destroyed. I think a lot of these directors see a 
strength in me; they know I can go the distance. 
When someone like Alexander Payne has 
confidence in you, you in turn lead with that 
confidence. I gained a lot of confidence and I 
learned a lot working with those directors.

I think your work in Yen Tan’s new movie 
1985 is breathtaking. What can you tell 
me about the character of Eileen that 
made you want to portray her?
I’m a mother. It’s the most important thing I’ll 
ever do in my lifetime. I’m very close to my son. 
Also, I lived during that period of time when 
friends were dying and people were getting 
really sick. Nobody wanted to talk about it, and 
everybody was getting scared. Those are two ➝ 

Mother Knows Best
Virginia Madsen, who plays Eileen in Yen Tan’s 1985, believes most mothers know 

their children are LGBTQ before they come out. Madsen says she was able to relate to the character 
because she is a mother herself, and the AIDS crisis was a defining moment in her life. 

‹

dress-up. It should also be very good storytell-
ing. The reason I haven’t done more of it is 
because the stories were never any good. The 
focus was more on the slasher aspect and less 
on the story. That’s why I loved Candyman. It 
was really like a classic Dracula. When you look 
at the classic horror villains, you felt for them. 
You loved Frankenstein, and you hated when 
the castle collapsed because you have empathy 
for the monster. We all have a bit of the monster 
within us. 

Over the years you have worked with an 
incredible array of directors, including 
Alexander Payne, Robert Altman, Francis 
Ford Coppola, David O. Russell, Rob 
Reiner, David Lynch, Dennis Hopper, Joel 
Schumacher, and Catherine Hardwicke.
When you put it like that, it sounds like I’ve had 
a great career! [Laughs]

What have those experiences meant to you?
I feel blessed that I was able to be a student, in 
a way. Those directors that you listed are truly 
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Yes, Virginia
continued from previous page

defining moments in my life. It was my feeling 
that this mother, like most mothers, knows 
her son is gay. I think for the vast majority of 
young people—certainly not all—when they 
hide their true identity because they have to, 
most mothers know their child is different. My 
mom recognized that I was different because I 
was artistic and flamboyant, and she supported 
me. I think Eileen doesn’t want him to be gay. 
She’s a mother who would know how difficult 
that would make his life. She doesn’t know he’s 
sick, but she knows he’s gay. I think it sets up a 
hopeful message for the younger brother. She’ll 
be supportive of that boy being gay as well.

There are two particularly heart-wrenching 
scenes in 1985. The first is a scene between 
Adrian and his ex-girlfriend Carly. The 
other is the scene between Eileen and Adri-
an when she drops him off at the airport. 
Oh God, that was so hard!

Once in a while, you see a movie at an 
LGBTQ film festival and you know that it 

is destined for greatness. Such is the case with 
Yen Tan’s 1985 (Wolfe). Like critically ac-
claimed projects such as the FX series Pose and 
Rebecca Makkai’s novel The Great Believers, 
the mid-1980s are the focus in 1985.

Young gay man Adrian (queer actor Cory 
Michael Smith), living and working in Manhat-
tan, returns to his family home in Fort Worth for 
Christmas. It’s his first time home for the holidays 
since 1982, which his macho laborer father 
Dale (Michael Chiklis) makes a point of men-
tioning during the drive home from the airport.

He is welcomed with loving arms by his 
mother, Eileen (Virginia Madsen), while kid 
brother Andrew (Aiden Langford) is still upset 
over a canceled trip to New York to visit Adrian. 
This is the kind of family that prays before dinner 
and listens to Christian radio and worship music. 
If Adrian didn’t fit in, at least he was of age and 
could leave. Poor Andrew, who has gone from 
playing sports to being the vice president of his 
school’s drama club, is a puzzle to his father but 
still the light of his mother’s life.

Like a lot of young gay men in the mid-
1980s, Adrian is expert at dancing around the 
kinds of questions that parents like to ask about 
girlfriends, male roommates, employment and 

As an actress, how did you prepare for a 
scene like that?
That part was easy, because that’s how my 
mother was when she put me on a plane to 
California to be an actress. She so desperately 
didn’t want her kid to leave home. That’s a 
classic parental moment. I remember trying so 
hard to hold back tears. I had my cat with me 
and I was such a little girl. I was only 19. But my 
mother was all for it. She was like, “Go get ’em!” 
But I remember her crying just like that. So that 
scene was right out of my own life. 

[As we were filming that scene], after we 
cut I would run around to Cory’s side of the car 
and we would just hug each other and cry. I just 
love him! He’s not just a really gifted actor; he’s 
a really genuine person. I have great affection 
for him. When he would start to cry, I’d be like, 
“Now I’m going to cry!” [Laughs] We didn’t milk 
it. It didn’t take long to shoot it because we had 
to get out of the airport. Yen and [co-writer] 
Hutch were both careful that everything was 
set and ready to go so we didn’t have to do very 
many takes, because it was such a sensitive 

scene. If you pare this movie down to what it re-
ally is, this movie is about love. That’s why the 
very last shot is a first kiss. It’s not about death; 
it’s about love.

Like you, Jim Belushi (your co-star in 
2017’s A Change of Heart) is also a Chi-
cago native. When you work with another 
actor from the Chicago area, does it feel 
like you automatically have a connection 
and a common language?
Yes, 100 percent! I think we’re like magnets. I’ll 
be in some unusual place somewhere and I’ll 
meet another Chicagoan. Because we’re Mid-
western and grounded and a little bit square, 
you just immediately bond. It’s hard for Chicago 
people to leave Chicago. The same with New 
Yorkers or Canadians. It’s hard for us to feel at 
home because it’s harder to find community in 
Los Angeles. When we find each other, we hang 
on tight. We sense that feeling of home.

Gregg Shapiro is a regular contributor 
to OutSmart magazine. 

finances, health, and the like. To please his 
parents, Adrian even meets up with ex-girlfriend 
Carly (Jamie Chung). As it turns out, this leads 
to one of the most emotionally devastating 
scenes in the movie.

Adrian does as much as he can to provide 
Andrew with support and guidance, as he sees 
something of himself in him. Adrian also tries 
to throw his parents off track, but they are far 
savvier than he suspects. A backyard conversa-
tion with his father and the heart-wrenching 
tear-jerking moment in the car with his mother 

prove the opposite.
Shot in black and white (which gives the 

movie even more of a period-piece feeling), 
1985 is a first-rate tearjerker, so be sure to 
have tissues handy, especially for the airport-
goodbye scene with Adrian and his mother. 
Supporting cast members, including Chung and 
Chiklis, also deliver.

Just in time for the holidays, 1985 is now 
available on DVD, Blu-ray, and VOD. Visit 
wolfevideo.com/products/1985. Rating: A 

                                              —Gregg Shapiro

A First-Rate Tearjerker
Director Yen Tan captures the devastating essence of an era.

Home for Christmas
Michael Chiklis (r–l), 

Virginia Madsen, Cory 
Michael Smith, and Aidan 

Langford star in the new 
AIDS drama 1985.

‹
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20550 Townsen Rd., Ste. 1-102
Humble, TX  77338

832.644.9170
RobotiChairSolutions.com

The only FDA approved, minimally
invasive, physician assisted robotic

hair procedure in Houston.

• No linear scar 
• Virtually pain free
• Extremely natural
   looking results
• Precise, accurate and
   repeatable procedure

50% OFF 
BACK TO 
SCHOOL! 

Thank you for voting me Best Realtor® in Galveston -OutSmart Readers’ Choice 2013-15

Sally B. Wallace Preservation Award
for Green Revival (solar panels

on my 1899 Victorian home)

1610 Sealy, Galveston - $489,000
Circa 1916 Craftsman-style with double lot  

and wonderful garage apartment. Large rooms, 
renovated kitchen, wrap-around porches. 

LIVE in GALVESTON
COOLER in the SUMMER  •  WARMER in the WINTER

The House Company
409/763-2800
David@DavidBowers.com

CLOSE to
HOUSTON

HISTORIC
HOMES

NEAR
by the

BEACH!

CHRISTMAS 
AT PALMER

Christmas Eve Services at  
4:00,  7 :00 and 10:00 PM 

(Candle l ight  Serv ice at  10:00 PM )  

Hol iday Lunch & Carol  S ing 
December 12  at  12:00 PM 

Advent Lessons & Carols  
December 16  at  5:00 PM 

Christmas Day 
10:00 AM 

6221  Main  Street  |  pa lmerchurch.org

DON’T FIND YOURSELF ALONE
IN THE COURTROOM! 

INDIVIDUALIZED AND 
DEDICATED LEGAL SERVICES: 

Victim of Negligent or Reckless Driver
Civil Litigation Needs

Breach of Contract Issues
Injured or Wronged by a Business

THE PERDUE LAW FIRM, PLLC
3730 Kirby Dr., Suite 777
Houston, TX  77098  |  832.303.3410

http:// palmerchurch.org 
http:// robotichairsolutions.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
mailto:david@davidbowers.com
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Shortly after their wedding, Cristina Griffi ths Danial 
and Megan LaNell Nesloney faced a cancer diagnosis.

When Sparks Fly
Megan Nesloney, left, 
and Cristina Danial, who 
met playing sand volleyball 
in 2014, were married in 
Gruene, Texas, after falling in 
love with the scenery and pace 
of the Hill Country town. 

Shortly after their wedding, Cristina Griffi ths Danial 
and Megan LaNell Nesloney faced a cancer diagnosis.

Shortly after their wedding, Cristina Griffi ths Danial 
and Megan LaNell Nesloney faced a cancer diagnosis.

Shortly after their wedding, Cristina Griffi ths Danial Shortly after their wedding, Cristina Griffi ths Danial Shortly after their wedding, Cristina Griffi ths Danial Shortly after their wedding, Cristina Griffi ths Danial Shortly after their wedding, Cristina Griffi ths Danial Shortly after their wedding, Cristina Griffi ths Danial Shortly after their wedding, Cristina Griffi ths Danial Shortly after their wedding, Cristina Griffi ths Danial 
and Megan LaNell Nesloney faced a cancer diagnosis.and Megan LaNell Nesloney faced a cancer diagnosis.and Megan LaNell Nesloney faced a cancer diagnosis.and Megan LaNell Nesloney faced a cancer diagnosis.and Megan LaNell Nesloney faced a cancer diagnosis.and Megan LaNell Nesloney faced a cancer diagnosis.and Megan LaNell Nesloney faced a cancer diagnosis.and Megan LaNell Nesloney faced a cancer diagnosis.

Shortly after their wedding, Cristina Griffi ths Danial 
and Megan LaNell Nesloney faced a cancer diagnosis.

http:// outsmartmagazine.com
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S T R I N G S

PROFESSIONAL STRING QUARTET
CONTEMPORARY & CLASSICAL MUSIC

www.harmonystrings.com

Best Wedding Event Live Music

davidalcorta.net
david@davidalcorta.net

CATERING

CAKES

EVENTS
832.439.0224

BEST
CATERING FIRM 

Chef David Alcorta
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Less than two months after Cristina 
Gri�  ths Danial and Megan LaNell 
Nesloney tied the knot, Danial was 

diagnosed with cervical cancer. 
Since then, Danial’s life has been full of 

chemotherapy, radiation, and other treat-
ments—but also full of love. 

From the moment she received her diag-
nosis, Danial viewed it simply as a hurdle to be 
crossed, and one she is grateful to be working 
through with the doctors at MD Anderson, her 
family, and of course, her new wife, who is her 
number-one champion.   

Danial, a 35-year-old from Syracuse, New 
York, and Nesloney, a 30-year-old Houston 
native, were married June 2, 2018—an incred-
ibly hot but equally beautiful day—in Gruene, 
Texas. 

Nesloney says it was Danial who proposed, 
in the most artful way.  It happened on their 
fi rst day as homeowners, when Danial un-
veiled a mural by local artist Kate Hopper on 
their bedroom wall. The mural said “Megan, 
will you dance with me at our wedding?” and 
included “yes” and “no” boxes. “I, of course, 
said yes and checked the ‘yes’ box,” Nesloney 
explains.

The two met in 2014 at Wakefi eld Crow bar 
playing pick-up sand volleyball with a group of 
mutual friends. “Before I even knew she was 
interested in me, her confi dence and enthusi-
asm in volleyball struck me. But the seller was 
her excitement for good home-cooked food—
particularly my cooking,” Danial says. 

Nesloney says the feeling was mutual, as 
she felt drawn to Danial from the beginning. 
“The desire to be with her, to dedicate all that 
I am, has always just been there. I vividly 
remember thinking I’m going to marry this 
woman when I found out that she, too, did not 
eat fast food of any sort,” Nesloney says.  

Danial, a Clarkson University graduate, 
is a senior project manager at GE Oil & Gas, 
while Nesloney, a graduate of Texas A&M 
University, is a technical sales specialist with 
Pu¡ er Sweiven. 

The two chose to be married in Gruene 
because they had fallen in love with the scen-
ery and the pace of the town during a visit for 
a friend’s birthday. Their ceremony was o�  ci-
ated by Nesloney’s godmother, Sherri Luehr. 
“I have always viewed my aunt as a role model, 
and she truly is an impressive woman,” Nes-
loney says.  

The only other high-priority decision they 
made was selecting the band nearly one year 
before the wedding. “For both our families 
and friends, having great dance music was 
paramount. The Dry Water twelve-piece band 
exceeded everyone’s expectations tenfold,” 
Danial explains.

Danial and her brother, a bridesman, co-
wrote a piece about the meaning of Welsh 
love spoons that he read during the ceremony. 
Danial says it was one of the most special mo-
ments of the day. “It was important for us to 
pay tribute to our grandmother who emigrated 
from Wales in her 20s. She taught us the im-
portance of hard work and good jokes.”

For Nesloney, standing at the altar sur-
rounded by so much love and happiness was a 
feeling she will never forget. “There is some-
thing to be said about the power of having 
everyone you love and care about in the same 
place at once. Our entire wedding day was the 
happiest day of my life. Every moment makes 
me smile.” 

As for wedding customs, instead of a fl ow-
er girl the couple used a pair of fl ower boys—
Danial’s two-and-a-half-year-old nephew and 
her maid-of-honor’s son. “They handed out 
fl owers as they walked down the aisle, and 
their sweetness made you forget how hot it 
was for those moments.”

Pinned inside of Nesloney’s dress was a 
small cross that her mother wore on her wed-
ding day. “It was her father’s,” Nasloney says. 
“She has made it a tradition for family brides 
to wear as a sort of token for a loving and long 
marriage. The cross is about the size of a dime. 
It’s not something people see, but it’s an im-
portant tradition.”

All of the vendors at the wedding had 
something in common. “Cristina and I are 
big supporters of women-owned businesses,” 
Nesloney explains. “It was important for us 
to work with vendors owned or co-owned by 
women. It’s empowering and inspiring to be a 
part of their dream and passion.” 

Looking back, Danial says the “extraordi-
nary execution in every detail was inspiring. 
We were both moved by the love and care our 
vendors displayed on the big day, [and how 
they all] felt like close friends.” 

The couple honeymooned in London and 
Paris. Nesloney had never been across the 
pond, and Danial had not been to France. Ex-
ploring a new place together was important 
to them. “We both liked the idea of going to 
a place where we could see and experience 
beautiful art, history, culture, and food,” Nas-
loney says. “It was an amazing trip—one that 
neither of us will ever forget.” 

Danial says she is winding down her 
treatments and is now “nearly cancer free.” 
Needless to say, the couple has already demon-
strated what it means to commit to someone 
through it all, “in sickness and in health.” 

Jenny Block is a regular contributor 
to OUTSMART magazine.  

 

B y Jenny Block

Photo by Shy Laurel Photography 

More WEDDING GUIDE �

DAVID ALCORTA

HARMONY
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When Kenneth Polk and Robert 
Ross met at a mutual friend’s 
birthday celebration in 2015,  

body art served as the icebreaker. 
As Polk and Ross discussed the similar 

Gemini tattoos on their upper arms, they dis-
covered that the tag lines represented each 
other’s personal journeys. 

Polk’s tattoo, which was fairly new at the 
time, sports the tag line “Conqueror,” which 
alludes to the many obstacles he has overcome. 
Ross’ tattoo features the tag line “I and I,” 
which is a Rastafarian saying about the inter-
nal spiritual connection with one’s creator, 
equality, and the oneness of all humanity.  

WEDDING GUIDE

Kenneth Polk and Robert Ross, both Geminis, were first drawn together by their zodiac tattoos.

By Henry V. Thiel  
Photo by Dalton DeHart

When Their Stars Aligned

When the couple chatted by phone a month 
after they first met, Polk explained that he’d 
enjoyed talking with Ross at the party and that 
he had missed every clue that Ross might have 
been interested in a date. Ross had not seri-
ously dated since his last breakup, even though 
he had been single for nearly six years.

Their first official date was to Hermann 
Park’s McGovern Centennial Gardens. “We 
spent the day strolling through the garden, 
listening to the waterfall and giggling like two 
kids,” Polk says. “Robert has a goofy sense of 
humor that I don’t think many people get to 
see.” They also had an honest discussion about 
finances, religion, pet peeves, and habits.

Each Other’s Rock
Robert Ross, left, and Kenneth Polk were married on July 7, 2018, at 5226 Elm Street, a special-events venue in Bellaire. 

“I thought it was pretty interesting to have 
met someone in such a random and organic 
way,” Ross recalls. “We started with our tat-
toos, each having been in a previous relation-
ship of more than 10 years, and both relating to 
the experience of the untimely loss of a parent 
to illness.”

After their conversation, Polk wanted to 
get know Ross better, so he did something he 
had sworn never to do—chase after a guy. They 
exchanged phone numbers, and Polk asked if 
they could keep in touch. 

“I didn’t think it would take a month for 
him to call me back, and almost counted it as a 
loss,” Polk recalls. 

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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6250 Westpark, Ste. 324
Houston, TX  77057
832.799.1449
Tues.–Saturday
9am–5pm

“Rexberry Luxury Weddings and Events 
is a full-service company featuring a 
one-of-a-kind ‘Bespoke Wedding’ for 
every client. Our goal is to make you 
feel like a guest at your own party.”

Voted Best
Wedding/

Event Florist

REXBERRY 
LUXURY WEDDINGS & EVENTS

Houston’s newest event venue accentuates the historic architectural industrial elements
of the space: Barrel trussed ceiling and exposed brick walls paired with a neutral

color palette providing a welcoming atmosphere for a variety of events.

832.992.1921

 WEDDING RECEPTIONS  •  CORPORATE EVENTS  •  FUNDRAISING RECEPTIONS

PRIVATE PARTIES  

WANT TO TAP INTO THE $200 MILLION+ 
LGBTQ WEDDING MARKET IN TEXAS?

Advertise in OutSmart’s monthly 

WEDDING GUIDE
to let our readers know that 
you welcome their business!

713.520.7237 or email 
marketing@outsmartmagazine.com
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rexberry

“I was a smoker trying to quit, and had 
literally just smoked my last cigarette the 
night he called,” Polk recalls. “I didn’t know 
[that Robert considered smoking to be] a deal-
breaker.” Polk has now been smoke-free for 
three years.

They decided to take things slowly, and 
keep the fact that they were dating secret so 
that they could get to know each other without 
the influence of their overprotective friends 
and family.

“I really enjoyed getting to know Robert, 
but ‘slow’ is not the word to describe the pace 
we were going,” Polk says. “He was like a tur-
tle, and I was beginning to lose patience.”

They continued to have lengthy, deep, and 
exciting conversations about their past, pres-
ent, and hopes for the future. Strong feelings 
began to develop, but Ross was still hesitant 
to put any kind of label on their relationship. 
Polk, on the other hand, wanted answers. 

“I knew deep down Kenneth might be ‘the 
one,’ so I wanted to be very intentional in every 
step as we got to know each other better,” Ross 
says. “I explained to Kenneth that dating was 
more than a game or a shot in the dark for me, 
and that when I dated, my intention was to 
have a partner for the long haul.”

Ross says when they finally moved in to-
gether, the transition was “very scary for me.” 

“I had recently purchased my first home 
before we began dating, and I barely had time 

to give it my own decorating touches when 
Kenneth came in like a hurricane with his dé-
cor, suggestions, and critiques,” Ross says. “My 
desire to have him around and to make space 
for him led me to be a lot more considerate and 
compromising. I would say that to get to this 
point takes courage and an open mind.” 

Ross proposed to Polk on his 39th birth-
day—June 10, 2017—at Hamburger Mary’s, a 
restaurant in Houston’s Montrose gayborhood 
known for its festive drag shows. What started 
out as a low-key party for eight quickly bal-
looned to 50 people after Polk’s friends and 
family clamored to join the celebration.

With help from drag performers Bubbli-
cious and Alex’yeus Paris, Ross asked for ev-
eryone’s attention so he could make a toast.  

“Kenneth, you deserve to be celebrated 
every day, not just on your birthday,” Ross said. 
“And babe, I want to be the one to celebrate you 
every day for the rest of your life.”

Ross then got down on one knee and held 
up a ring. Polk was so nervous that he grabbed 
the ring and almost forgot to say yes.

“When we hugged, I could feel him trem-
bling, and when I saw the first tear, together we 
melted into each other,” Ross says.

Polk, 40, is a community manager for As-
set Plus and a Houston Community College 
graduate. Ross, 44, is a media specialist for 
the Houston Health Department and a Texas 
Southern University alumnus. 

They were married on July 7, 2018, by Dr. 
Rashaan Nowell at 5226 Elm Street, a special-
events venue in Bellaire. 

“My eldest sister was my best woman, and 
in her toast she shared her worries about my 
future happiness and the significance that 
marriage equality played in giving her ease in 
knowing I could have my own happily-ever-
after and marry the man of my dreams,” Ross 
says. 

The ceremony also included “jumping the 
broom,” which served as both an African-
American tradition signifying a time when 
marriage was not legally sanctioned among 
slaves, as well as a “sweeping away” of their 
single lives and an entrance into commitment. 

The grooms relied on a small army of 
LGBTQ vendors, including D’Concierge Wed-
ding Planning and Events, For All Occasions 
florist, Unique 4u Photography & Graphics, 
photographer Dalton DeHart (their dear friend 
and LGBTQ community archivist), as well as 
community-ally vendors Wedding Cakes by 
Tammy Allen, Elegant Statements, Design on 
a Dime, and videographer Hott Houston Media 
Solutions.

The newlyweds will visit Hawaii to cel-
ebrate their nuptials on their one-year anni-
versary. They reside in Houston.

 
Henry V. Thiel is a regular contributor to 
OutSmart magazine. He loves weddings. 

nineteen
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UT HEARTS PROGRAM
HIV Education, Awareness, Referral and
Treatment for Substance Use Disorders

UT HEARTS provides these services for FREE:
• Free professional counseling

• Free HIV/ Hep C. testing and referrals
• Free HepA/HepB vaccination

713.486.2736  |  UT-HEARTS@uth.tmc.edu
www.facebook.com/ut.hearts

Athletes and Dancers Rehabilitation Clinic

We treat PEOPLE, not just INJURIES.

Injury Rehabilitation  •  Pain Management 
Specifi c Fitness Planning

4665 Southwest Fwy, Suite 212
Houston, TX 77027  |  707.948.6480

EmotionSportsTherapy.com

(800) 592-9058(800) 592-9058
www.AquafestCruises.com
(800) 592-9058

GLBT CRUISES & TOUR EVENTS

a division of CruiseCenter

JM Professional Services LLC
PRIVATE PRACTICE

Qualified Substance 
Abuse Professionals

JEFFREY MYLES
NCAC I, SAP, LAP-C

713.447.2164  |  JMylesSAP@gmail.com

• Personal &   
   Workplace
• SAP Evaluations
• Drug & 
   Alcohol Abuse

Voted One 
of the

Best Mental
Health 

Therapists

Complete Pest Control Service
6 Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Control 

This is Termite Swarming Season
Call us to Protect your Investment

TPCL# 13558

Andy’s All-stAr
Pest Control
              713-732-7742

Call
Andy

for a free quote

Andy Sassie – Owner

BARBER SERVICE
AVAILABLE

Mon. — Fri. 10am - 7pm  |  Sat. 10am - 5pm  |  Sun. Closed

Appointments
& Walk-Ins OK!

515 Westheimer
713 . 5 24 .7 8 5 8
HairSalonHouston.com

Read OUTSMART, 
so you can have your 

cake and equality, too.

Don’t give your money to 
a business that does not 
support diversity.

Whether you’re looking for the 
butcher, the baker, or the candlestick 
maker, OUTSMART can help you fi nd 
equality-minded businesses that 
appreciate you and provide vital 
community support. 

OutSmart Advertising = More Business & Equality

For advertising and subscription 
information, call 713/520-7237.

www.OutSmartMagazine.com

Why would you buy a cake 
from someone who doesn’t 

want to sell you one?

http:// emotionsportstherapy.com 
http:// hairsalonhouston.com 
http:// hairsalonhouston.com 
http:// www.aquafestcruises.com 
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mailto:jmylessap@gmail.com
mailto:ut-hearts@uth.tmc.edu


      OutSmartMagazine.com  |  DECEMBER 2018  |  101

The mistletoe is hung, and so are the garlands, ornaments, 
window decorations, and lights. You’d be ready for the 

holidays, too, if you weren’t hung up on buying just the right 

By Terri SchlichenmeyerReadOut

Give Gay
Books for your LGBTQ giftees.

Who doesn’t like a mystery? Your giftee sure does, and if there are chills inside it, all’s the better—
so wrap up Sodom Road Exit by Amber Dawn. It’s the story of a small but dying village that’s 
lost its last reason for tourists to visit. Even so, one young woman still lives there with her mother be-
cause she has nowhere else to go. She wishes she did, though, because her small hometown holds 
terror. Wrap this book up with Ruin of Stars by Linsey Miller, the second book in a fantasy 
series in which the main character is gender-fluid.  

For readers who love books that may make them think, look for 
So Famous and So Gay by Jeff Solomon. It’s a book about 
Truman Capote and Gertrude Stein, and how their fame still lingers 
while so many other almost-celebrities barely get a nod today, no 
matter what they did to advance LGBTQ rights. 

The person on your list who is thinking about transitioning (or who recently has) will love unwrap-
ping Trans Like Me by CN Lester, a series of essays on gender diversity, being trans, and how 
to tackle tacky people whose questions are too nosy. Pair it with Being Emily by Rachel Gold, 
a book about a trans woman that’s been updated to include new material. 

And for some self-published fiction for the gay reader, go online to find You Can’t Tell by Look-
ing by Russell J. Sanders, a romance about love between two high school boys, one of whom 
is also dealing with his antigay Islamic family; and Aesop Lake by Sarah Ward, a unique book 
based on three of Aesop’s Fables to tell the tale of a hate crime and its aftermath.  

gift for that one certain person. Now what? Now head to the 
bookstore with this list in hand, and look for some of these 
great books.

Terri Schlichenmeyer has been reading since she was three years old, and she lives on a hill in Wisconsin 
with two dogs and 11,000 books.

➝

➝

➝

For the traveler on your list (and/or the person who 
also loves history), you can’t go wrong with Riviera 
Dreaming by Maureen Emerson. It’s the true story 
of an architect and an ex-officer in the British Army 
who teamed up to create a mansion that took society 
by storm, with socialites clamoring to have the two men 
decorate their Riviera mansions. Wrap it up with Global 
Gay: How Gay Culture Is Changing the World 
by Frédéric Martel for your well-traveled friends. 

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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(CBS News Sunday Morning, 11/25/18, Lee Cowan)

Re: her hit song “Scars to Your Beautiful.”
I’ve had people come out to me for the fi rst time, 

saying, “I’m gay, and I’ve never said that out loud.” 
And for them to feel safe enough to tell me that 

because of a song of mine is unbelievable. 

Immediately following the West Coast airing of the November 1 
episode of Grey’s Anatomy—in which Dr. Levi Schmitt [Jake 

Borelli] has his fi rst same-sex kiss—Borelli took to Instagram to 
tell the world he is gay. “As a gay guy myself, tonight’s episode was 
so special to me,” he wrote. “To all of you who feel like little Levis 
out there, know that I do too, that you are seen, and that we’re all 

in this together.” Hours before going public with the news, Borelli 
[told Entertainment Weekly], “For people who are watching 

[Grey’s Anatomy], I hope it can inspire them to tell their truth, 
whatever that may be. It doesn’t have to be about being gay. 

It’s just about being honest.”

A Kiss Is Not Just a Kiss
Jake Borelli (seen here at a celebration of the 300th episode of Grey’s 

Anatomy) came out via Instagram immediately following the November 1 
episode in which his character has his fi rst same-sex kiss. 

INSET: his second kiss with Alex Landi’s character, 
this time in the November 15 episode!

‹

Alessia Cara

▼ Jake Borelli

▼

(Entertainment Weekly, 11/16/18, Maureen Lee Lenker) 
THE
EYE
GALLERY

EYEGALLERYHOUSTON.COM

1806 WESTHEIMER RD. - RIVER OAKS
1700 POST OAK BLVD. (NEXT TO WHOLE FOODS)
POST OAK LOCATION NOW OPEN SUNDAYS!

713.523.1279
713.622.7470

DON’T FORGET TO  
USE YOUR HSA AND  
FSA DOLLARS

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM 
THE EYE GALLERY

713.462.0762 | venturepoolco.com

WHETHER YOU WANT 

SOMETH ING
SIMPLE OR EXOTIC
We have the talent and experience 
to achieve your design and budget!

New Construction, Renovations, Weekly Maintenance & Repairs

VENTU RE PO O LS

http:// eyegalleryhouston.com 
http:// venturepoolco.com 
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Queer Quotes
Compiled by Blase DiStefano
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Re: While on tour for her memoir Becoming, Michelle Obama stopped by The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show and told the host that she and daughter Malia left the White House 
on the night in 2015 that the Supreme Court ruled for marriage equality and sneaked 
outside near the crowd to be part of the celebration.

Michelle Obama
(Advocate.com, 11/16/18, Tracy E. Gilchrist) 

▼

Sneaky?  
Michelle Obama talks 
with Ellen DeGeneres 
about sneaking out of 
the White House!

‹

it to the crowd outside the White House, 
which was lit up in rainbow colors: “We 
made our way down a marble staircase 
and over red carpets, around the busts 
of George Washington and Benjamin 
Franklin and past the kitchen until 
suddenly we were outdoors. The humid 
summer air hit our faces. I could see 
fi refl ies blinking on the lawn.

“And there it was, the hum of the 
public, people whooping and celebrating 
outside the iron gates. It had taken us 10 
minutes to get out of our own home, but 
we’d done it. We were outside, standing 
on a patch of lawn o�  to one side, out of 
sight of the public but with a beautiful, 
close-up view of the White House, lit up 
in pride.”

Speaking with DeGeneres, Obama 
elaborated on the “mother-daughter” 
moment she and Malia experienced. “We 
took it in. I held her tight. My feeling 
was, We are moving forward. Change is 
happening.”

“Marriage equality had passed. We’re in 
the White House, and there’s so much 
bulletproof glass that you don’t hear 
what’s going on outside,” Obama told 
DeGeneres. “We knew that there was 
a celebration happening, but we didn’t 
realize that thousands of people were 
gathering in front of the White House to 
celebrate. My sta�  was calling, every-
body was celebrating, and people were 
crying. And I thought, I want to be in 
that. I want to go outside and I want to be 
a part of that celebration.”

“We were going on an adventure—
outside, where people were gathered—
and we weren’t going to ask anyone’s 
permission,” Obama writes in Becoming. 
“Malia and I were now on a crusade. We 
weren’t going to relinquish our goal. We 
were going to get ourselves outside.”

Obama continues in the book that she 
and Malia encountered some di�  culty 
in getting the Secret Service to rally 
behind the idea. Eventually, they made 

houseofvenskus So...I was just informed that I was 
not cast in a role on a show because I wasn’t seen as 
“Authentically LGBTQ” enough. After I picked my jaw 
up off the fl oor I pieced together my thoughts enough to 
say this: 1 Are you fucking blind?! ...sorry just had to get 
that out of the way 2 I’m so tired and frustrated with this 
Hollywood stereotype of LGBTQ. What does that even 
mean to be ‘Authentic LGBTQ’? Do I not look the part 
to you? What does the ‘part’ of LGBTQ look like to you, 
Hollywood, if actual LGBTQ people can’t even be seen as 
‘Authentic’? 3 Why are we perpetuating the stereotypes 
and generalities that have been set for us by people who 
don’t even know us? 4 Acting is just that...ACTING. Now I 
know this is a touchy subject for a lot of people, especially 
with the major fuck ups of whitewashing in big-budget 
movies, and yes that is WRONG. I do however agree 
with an actor’s right to embody a part that is not naturally 
inherent to them. That is why it is in fact called...ACTING. 
5 I am a bisexual woman, I am in the LGBTQ community, 
and I live AUTHENTICALLY every damn day.

Briana Venskus

Probably best known for her role in The Walking Dead, 
Venskus has guested on Supergirl, among many other shows.

http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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Serving our 
Community in 
a Safe & Caring 
Environment.

Psychotherapy, Career Counseling,
Individual, & Relationship 

Counseling

Denis “Woodja” 
Flanigan, Ph. D.

Licensed psychologist

Helping you reach your full potential!

For mental health news, and information, you can follow me at
www.facebook.com/Flanigan.psychotherapy

Specializing in individuals, 
couples, & family relational 

issues to regain your 
direction, sense of meaning,

and your happiness.

Voted Best 
Psychologist
2011 – 2018
OutSmart Readers’ 
Choice Awards

2211 Norfolk St., Suite 206, Houston, TX 77098
www.Houston-Psychologist.com  |  713-589-9804

Individual, & Relationship 
Counseling

Voted 
PsychologistPsychologist
2011 – 2018
OutSmart Readers’ 
Choice Awards

DECEMBER 8•7:00PM•$10
MATCH•3400 S. MAIN ST

TICKETS.HOUSTONPRIDEBAND.ORG

presentsthe

affirming & affordable outpatient treatment
for the LGBTq & hiv communities. 713.529.0037

recovery

We didn’t just start 
caring about LGBTQ people 

yesterday. We’ve been 
doing it SINCE 1978.

http:// www.houston-psychologist.com 
http:// www.facebook.com/flanigan.psychotherapy 
http:// tickets.houstonprideband.org 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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OUT THERE Photos by Dalton DeHart 
& Edgardo Aguilar

Couture for a Cause - Benefit for the Montrose Center 
by Mondo and Studio A Salon - Etro Lounge - November 17

C A N V A S  P R I N T S  |  C O L O R  P O S T E R S  |  G R E E T I N G  C A R D S |  M U C H  M O R E

713.528.1201 
1201-F Westheimer
Houston TX 77006

www.copydotcom.com

FOR MORE 
EVENT PHOTOS, 

PLEASE VISIT
TINYURL.COM/
OSMPHOTOS

http:// tinyurl.com/
http:// www.copydotcom.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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Voted the Best
Place to Watch Male Dancers
Tues. and Thurs, – Sunday Nights

There’s always something going on at TONY’S CORNER POCKET!

817 W. Dallas
713.571.7870

Nightly Specials – Call for Details
Cold Beverages & Hot Guys!

Houston’s Hottest 
Male Amateur 
Strip Contest 

Headquarters!

Bar & CluB Guide

HAMBURGER MARY’S
Since 1972, Mary has served up amazing 
food and stellar shows*!  With the best drag 
talent in the city, it’s been voted “Best Drag 
Show Bar,” “Most Supportive of the LGBTQ 
Community,” “Best Hamburger,” “Best 
Brunch,” “Friendliest Staff,” and “Best Place 
to Celebrate” by our readers. Be sure to try 
the famous Mac & Cheese Balls, or grab a leg
glass (as seen on RuPaul’s Drag Race)!  
*Reservations recommended for shows. 
2409 Grant St., 713.677.0674,  
hamburgermarys.com

EAGLE
Part of the Eagle worldwide family, it’s the  
definitive home to the man’s man. Leather, 
Bear or Jock, you’ll find them here. Voted 
“Best Community Bar,” “Best Men’s Bar,” 
“Best Place to Show Your Leather,” “Best 
Happy Hour,” and “Best Place to Buy Erotic 
Playthings” by our readers. Eagle has multiple 
levels and patios, along with DJs and male 
dancers—and it’s the place to watch sports. 
Noon–2am every day, 611 Hyde Park Blvd., 
713.523.BIRD houstoneagle.com

JR’S BAR & GRILL
This Montrose standard offers drag and strip 
shows throughout the week, karaoke Thurs. and 
Sun., plus pool tables and male dancers. 808 
Pacific St. • 713.521.2519 jrsbarandgrill.com.

MICHAEL’S OUTPOST
Jerry Atwood, Clay Howell, Neil Massey, Steve 
Wheaton, and Roger Woest take turns at the 
keys at this comfortable neighborhood piano 
bar. 1419 Richmond Ave. • 713.520.8446.

NEON BOOTS 
DANCEHALL & SALOON

Houston’s only LGBTQ country dancehall 
opens Wednesday–Sunday.  Wednesday 
features Steak Night and Bingo. Free dance 
classes on Thursdays
and Karaoke. 11410 Hempstead Hwy 
713.677.0828 • neonbootsclub.com. 

PEARL BAR
This LGBT-friendly lounge in the Washington 
corridor features daily  highlights like open 
mic night, steak night, and drink specials.  
4216 Washington • pearlhouston.com.

HOUSTON

ALIBI:
Located right next to Hamburger Mary’s, 
this dance club was voted “Favorite Club for 
Dancing,”  “Best Club after 2AM,” and “Best 
Martini” by our readers. It’s party central for 
Montrose with late-night dancing until 4am 
Friday and Saturday weekly. Mary always 
goes to Alibi to party after her shows!  2409 
Grant St., 713.522.2867, alibihouston.com

BARCODE
Houston’s newest bar with happy hours from 
11am to 8pm daily, this new neighborhood 
watering hole is a great place to see drag 
shows and strippers Tuesdays—Saturdays and 
Karaoke Sundays & Mondays. 817 Fairview St. 
713.526.2625 • barcodehouston.net 

BLUR
Multi-level dance club featuring an  
upstairs lounge and balconies. Ladies enjoy 
Wet and Wild Wed., 18-year-olds welcome 
Thurs., Latin night on Sun. Happy hour 
8–10pm; free cover before 11pm. 710 Pacific 
St. • blurbar.com.

CLUB CRYSTAL
Find many of Inergy’s former staff and décor 
at this two-room Latin/hip-hop club. Sunday 
evening drag shows rule the roost. 6680 
Southwest Frwy, next to Colorado
713.278.2582 • crystaltheclub.com.

CROCKER BAR
This comfortably remodeled Montrose 
nightspot also offers karaoke on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays and extended happy-hour 
prices throughout the week. 2312 Crocker • 
713.529.3355.

GEORGE
Regulars rule at this comfortable neighbor-
hood sports bar. Sports Saturdays and 
Sundays start at 3pm with dart and pool 
tournaments. 617 Fairview • 713.528.8102.

GUAVA LAMP
This trendy and friendly video and cruise bar 
gets busy during happy hour and stays busy 
‘til closing. Karaoke on Wed. and Sun. 570 
Waugh Dr. • 713.524.3359
guavalamphouston.com.

Best Steak Night at a Bar Winner

Pop-up Cooking Events, 
Catering & Private Chef 

GUAVA LAMP 
Tuesday Nights

GEORGE SPORTS BAR 
Thursday Nights

CHEF MICHELE    832.419.0165          freegrillin/           /chefmichelefree

Best Steak Night at a Bar Winner

A Taste of 
New Orleans
in Montrose

JR’s Bar & Grill

- ALWAYS A PARTY -

804-808 Pacific St.  |  713.521.2519
jrshouston.com  |  Twitter @jrshouston

http:// alibihouston.com 
http:// barcodehouston.net 
http:// blurbar.com.
http:// crystaltheclub.com.
http:// guavalamphouston.com.
http:// hamburgermarys.com 
http:// 713.523.bird 
http://houstoneagle.com 
http:// jrsbarandgrill.com.
http:// neonbootsclub.com.
http:// pearlhouston.com.
http:// jrshouston.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
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RICH’S HOUSTON
Houston’s most iconic and largest LGBT 
dance club, with multiple levels featuring a 
video/show bar and a private VIP lounge. No 
cover before 10:30 p.m. 2401 San Jacinto • 
281.846.6685 richsnightclub.com.  

THE RIPCORD
This multi-roomed leather bar boasts a busy 
patio, especially on the weekends. The Forge 
shop located inside the club. Saturday nights 
with DJ Tad Dvorak 
715 Fairview Ave • 713.521.2792.

RUDYARD’S
The eclectic British pub is known for its 
craft beers as well as for the burgers. Most 
weekends you’ll find up-and-coming local 
bands rocking the house. 2010 Waugh Dr. • 
713.521.0521 • rudyardspub.com.

TONY’S CORNER POCKET
This comfortable club has one of the friendli-
est bar staffs in town. Amateur dance contest 
each Thurs., Fri., & Sat. at 11pm. Opens daily 
at noon. 817 W. Dallas • 713.571.7870
tonyscornerpocketbar.com. 

VIVIANA’S
Happening weekend-only gay dance club 
with Latin DJs, singers, talent 
shows & Sunday strippers. 
4624 Dacoma • 713.681.4104.

BEAUMONT

RUMORS BEAUMONT
Grand Opening on Labor Day Weekend 
in the old Orleans Street Pub location. 
Drag shows with Dessie Love-Blake, Lady 
Shamu, Kara Dion and more. 650 Orleans 
•713.539.5183 rumorsbeaumont.com

BRYAN/ COLLEGE STATION

HALO VIDEO BAR
The only LGBT dance club in Bryan/College 
station, this sleek spot is open Thurs.–Sat. 
smack in the middle of Aggieland. 121 North 
Main • 979.823.6174 •  halobcs.com. 

GALVESTON 

23RD ST. STATION
The bar features daily drink specials and 
the weekend is filled with pulsing music
 hot dancers, drag shows, and a Sunday 
Tea Dance. 1706 23rd St. • 409.621.1808.

ROBERT’S LAFITTE
The Island institution features a private 
patio with swimming pool. On Sat. and Sun. 
nights, the Ladies of Lafitte show takes the 
stage. 2501 Avenue Q (at 25th)
• 409.765.9092.

RUMORS
BEACH BAR

 Drink specials every night and daily day 
drinking specials starting at Noon.  Great 
drag shows Friday – Sunday and karaoke 
Sunday – Thursday at 8p. Sunday Drag 
Bingo. 3102 Seawall Blvd. • 409.497.4617 
rumorsbeachbar.com

SPRING 
   
RANCH HILL SALOON

With its two pool tables, 52-inch plasma 
televisions, and large dance floor, this 
popular northside spot also offers DJs 
Thursday–Saturday. 247041 I-45N Suite 103 • 
281.298.9035 • ranchhill.com. 

THE ROOM BAR AND LOUNGE
This bar and video lounge has a laid-back 
atmosphere including daily drink specials, 
karaoke, free pool, drag shows, and live 
DJs several nights a week. 4915 FM 2920 • 
281.907.6866 • roombarspring.com. 

OUTSMART’s
Bar Guide is the

best place to
advertise your bar!

letters@outsmartmagazine.com

BAR NONE!

2401 San Jacinto  •  Houston, TX •  RichsNightclub.com

Houston’s most iconic and largest LGBTQ dance club

NO COVER
BEFORE

10:30pm

Matt Adams
Bacco Wine Garden
3611 Montrose
346.444.5275 

BEHIND
the BAR

What is your favorite shot to 
make? To drink?
“Matt’s Mint Mixer” – Gin or vodka 
with mint, St-Germain Liqueur, 
and simple syrup.

What are you best known for?
Being just out of the military two 
months ago

What is the best and worst
holiday to  work?  Why?
Best: New Year’s…Worst: Taco 
Tuesdays

Who are the hardest customers 
to please?
People who aren’t willing to
help their own happiness.

 If you weren’t a bartender,
what career would you choose?
Taco chef

HOURS:  Mon-Sat 7am–2am • Sunday 12pm–2am
617 Fairview • Houston, Texas • 713.528.8102

SPORTS BAR

ALL HOUSTON
TEXANS AWAY GAMES!

12/2, 12/15 & 12/23
CHEER THE TEXANS & 

ENJOY AMAZING FOOD
Free Grillin’ w/ Chef Michele Free

10/21 & 11/4 on the Patio

If you want to drink, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours.

Hundreds of meetings a week in your area.
Call (713) 686-6300 or visit www.aahouston.org

For general information visit: www.aa.org

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

SATURDAYS
10pm-2am

at the
RIPCORD

H A P P Y ,  H A R D  &  D E E P

http:// richsnightclub.com.
http:// rudyardspub.com.
http:// tonyscornerpocketbar.com.
http:// rumorsbeaumont.com 
http:// halobcs.com.
http:// rumorsbeachbar.com 
http:// ranchhill.com.
http:// roombarspring.com.
http:// richsnightclub.com 
http://outsmartmagazine.com 
http:// www.aahouston.org 
http:// www.aa.org 
mailto:letters@outsmartmagazine.com
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713-344-4057

CARPET AND FLOORING
Carpet World
Usacarpetworld.com ................... 281/998-3200

CATERING SERVICES
Capitol Beverage 
2305 Dunlavy ...............................832/788-1586
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net ............................ 832/439-0224

Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2811 Eastman ................................ 713/802-2860

CHURCHES/SPIRITUAL CENTERS
Bering United Methodist
1440 Harold .................................. beringumc.org
Living Mosaic Church
401 Branard St. .............................. 832/971-0364
Resurrection MCC
2025 W 11th .................................... 713/861-9149
St Paul’s United Methodist Church
5501 Main .......................................713/528-0527
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
1805 W. Alabama .......... ststephenshouston.org

CLEANING SERVICES
Dexter’s Five Star Service/Bob Samora
........................................................... 832/252-1961

COMMUNITY/NONPROFIT
Bering Connect
...............................................713-526-1017, ext.20
Diana Foundation
.......................................TheDianaFoundation.org  
EPAH 
...................................................................EPAH.org 
Greater Houston LGBT Chamber of Commerce
HoustonLGBTChamber.com ........832-510-3002
Harris County Sheriff’s Office
................................................ www.hcsojobs.com
Houston GLBT Political Caucus 
.......................................................... thecaucus.org
Houston Police Dept.
.......................................................HPDCareer.com
KPFT Radio
kpft.org ........................................... 713-526-4000
Lesbian Health Initiative (LHI)
401 Branard .................................. lhihouston.org
MyGayHouston.com
.............................. MyGayHouston.com/discover
Pet Patrol
..................................................... ThePetPatrol.org
Ryan White Planning Council
rwpcHouston.org .......................... 713-572-3724
Theatre Southwest 
Theatresouthwest.org ...................713/661-9505

COLLEGES/EDUCATION
Houston Community College
.............................................................hccs.edu

COMPUTERS/INTERNET/IT SERVICES
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer ........................ 713/528-1201

DRY CLEANERS
Up to Date Cleaners
714 W. Gray St. .............................. 713/522-6626

ENTERTAINMENT/NIGHT LIFE
Alley Theatre 
615 Texas Ave .............................alleytheatre.org
Alibi Bar
2409 Grant ......................................713/522-2867
Bacco Wine Garden & Spirits
3611 Montrose Blvd .....................346/444-5275
Catastrophic Theatre
catastrophictheatre.com ..............713/521-4533
George Country Sports Bar
617 Fairview ...................................713/528-8102
Houston Eagle
611 Hyde Park........................HoustonEagle.com
Island ETC Theatre 
2317 Mechanic St. Galveston…...409/762-3556
La Granja Y Cantina
5505 Pinemont Dr .........................713/518-6753
JR’s/Santa Fe
808 Pacific ......................................  713/521-2519

ACCOMMODATIONS/HOTELS
Elan Heights  
825 Usener.....................................832/906-8728
Elan Memorial Park   
920 Westcott .................................. 713/861-6900
Le Méridien Downtown Houston 
1121 Walker .....................................713/222-7777
L’Emerson Corporate Lodging
...........................................................Lemerson.net
The Village of The Heights
www.vilageoftheheights.com .... 713/802-9700
The Village of River Oaks
www.villageofriveroaks.com .........13/952-7600

ACCOUNTANTS/BOOKKEEPERS/ CPAS
Gary Gritz, CPA
230 Westcott, Ste 210 ..................713/784-3030

ADVERTISING/MARKETING 
Ashkan Media
.................................................. Ashkanmedia.com
OutSmart Magazine
3406 Audubon ...............................713/520-7237
 

AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING
Newport Air
newportair.net  .............................281/808-8630

ART GALLERIES & MUSEUMS
Archway Gallery 
2305 Dunlavy .................................713/522-2409
Museum of Fine Arts 
www.mfah.org ...........................Mfah.org/royals
The Menil Collection 
1533 Sul Ross St .................................... .menil.org

ASTROLOGER
Lilly Roddy Astrology
...........................................................713/529-5842

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES
Gonzalez Olivieri LLC
gonzalezolivierillc.com .................713/481-3040
Katine & Nechman LLP
1834 Southmore. ...........................713/808-1001
Deborah Lawson 
Lawsonlegal.net ............................. 713/478-2618
Geoffrey Sansom
SansomLaw.com ............................713/238-7767
The Perdue Law Firm 
3730 Kirby Dr Ste 777 ...................832/303-3410
       

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
Beckwith’s Car Care
1919 FM 1960, Bypass Rd. E.,Humble281/540-2000
Master Car Care & Collision
2305 Yale St ................................... 713/862-6630
RMS Auto Care
1759 Westheimer ...........................713/529-5855
Ryan Automotive
716 Fairview. .................................713/522-3602
Tech Auto Maintenance
37 Waugh Dr. ................................. 713/863-8244

AUTOMOTIVE SALES 
Audi Central Houston
2120 Southwest Fwy .................... 866/673-7093
Planet Lincoln
20403 I-45 North Spring, TX......  888/242-5059
Toyota of Alvin
3506 FM 528 Alvin,Tx.77511  ...... 281/968-2266

AUTOMOTIVE/TIRE SERVICE
TireLink
Tirelink.com ....................................832/610-2858

BAIL BONDS
A-1 BONDING
4801 Katy Frwy ............................. 713/223-8377

BAKERIES/CUSTOM CAKES
Acadian Bakers
604 W. Alabama.............................713/520-1484
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net ............................ 832/439-0224
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com.......................713-522-9999

Lake Charles
Visitlakecharles.org/greattimes ... .800/456-7952
Main Street Theater
mainstreettheater.com ................ 713/524-6706
Miller Outdoor Theatre
MillerOutdoorTheatre.com ..........281/373-3386
Pearl Bar
4216 Washington .................. PearlHouston.com
Rich’s Houston
2401 San Jacinto ................ RichsNIghtClub.com
Stages Theatre
StagesTheatre.com ........................ 713-527-0123
Theatre Southwest
Thearesouthwest.org ....................713/661-9505
Theatre Under The Stars
800 Bagby, Suite 200 ..................... tuts.com/out
Tony’s Corner Pocket
817 W. Dallas ..................................832/722-7658

EMPLOYMENT/STAFF RECRUITING
The Z Firm / Poppi Melera
www.zfirm-us.cm ..........................713-877-8583

FERTILITY/GYNECOLOGY
Aspire Fertility
AspireFertility.com ........................713/425-3003

FINANCIAL PLANNING/BANKS 
AXA Advisors, LLC
3200 S.W. Freeway, Ste 1800 ...... 713/402-6400
Bryan Cotton/Mass Mutual
Three Greenway Plaza ................. 281/960-0447
Richard Dickson/Galene Financial 
1700 W Loop S, Ste 255 ............... 713/489-4322
Grace Yung/Midtown Financial
3355 Alabama, Ste 180 .................713/355-9833

FITNESS CLUBS/PERSONAL TRAINERS
Club Houston
2205 Fannin  .................................. 713/659-4998
Vortex 
1707 W. Gray ................................. 281/501-3094

FOOD/SPECIALTY & SPIRITS
Deep Eddy Vodka
..............................................deepeddyvodka.com
Dripping Springs
................................... drippingspringsvodka.com

HAIR/NAIL/MAKE-UP SALONS
East End Barber
1318 Telephone Rd ................ EastEndBarber.net
Green Apple Salon
719 W. Gray St ............................. 713/5212-0500
NU-Cuts Hair Salon
515 Westheimer ........................... 713/524-7858

HAIR RESTORATION
Robotic Hair Restoration Services 
RoboticHairSolutions.com .......... 832/644-9170

HEALTH - AGE MANAGEMENT
Share Wellness & MediSpa/Dr. John Share
4011 Richmond Ave .......................713/621-8200

HEALTH CARE–COUNSELING/THERAPY
D. “Woodja” Flanigan, MS, LPA 
2600 SW Fwy, Ste 409 ................. 713/589-9804
Jeffrey Myles/JM Professional Services
........................................................... 713/447-2164
Denise O’Doherty, LPC, LMFT, LCDC, RN
3131 Eastside St., Ste. 435 ..........713/524-9525
Dr. Barry F. Gritz, MD
230 Westcott, Ste 210 .................. 713/869-7400
Dr. Daniel Garza, MD
3131 Eastside St, Ste 4...............15281/610-8190
The Montrose Center
401 Branard ................................... 713/529-0037
Robert Snellgrove, LMSW-ACP
4617 Montrose, Ste C206 ............. 713/522-7014
Christine Wysong 
230 Westcott, Ste 210 .................713/869-7400
 

HEALTH CARE–DENTISTS
All Star Dental
Allstardental.com ......................... 936/689-2252
Bayou City Smiles/Marcus de Guzman, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste. 150 ............ 713/518-1411
Bayou City Smiles/ Cynthia Corral, DDS
2313 Edwards St., Ste 150 ........... 713/518-1411
Cory Logan, DDS
530 Waugh Dr................................ 713/942-8598

LifeSmiles by Randy Mitchmore, DDS
1722 W. Alabama .......................... 713/592-9300
Montrose Dental Group/Samuel A. Carrell, DDS
1006 Missouri ...............................713/529-4364
Montrose Dental Group/Austin T. Faulk, DDS
1006 Missouri ...............................713/529-4364
Montrose Dental Group/Bruce W. Smith, DDS
1006 Missouri ................................ 713/529-4364

HEALTH CARE-EMERGENCY CENTERS
SignatureCare Emergency Centers
1007 Westheimer ...........................281/709-2897
1925 TC Jester ................................832/850-4338
1014 Wirt Rd ....................................832/924-0312
Additional locations ......................ercare24.com

HEALTH CARE-HIV/STD TESTING
Avenue 360
Avenue360.org ...............................713/426-0027
Legacy Community Health
...............................LegacyCommunityHealth.org

HEALTH CARE–OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
Houston Eye Associates/Stewart Zuckerbrod, MD
5420 Dashwood, Ste 101 .............. 713/668-9118

HEALTH CARE–OPTOMETRISTS
Boutique Eye Care
2502 Woodhead ............................713/528-2010
Eye Contact
2055 Westheimer ......................... 713/520-6600
Eye Gallery
1806B Westheimer ........................713/523-1279
1700 Post Oak Blvd, Ste 110 ......... 713/622-7470
The Eye Glassiers
3897 Southwest Frwy ……….713/552-9400
Eye To Eye
432 W. 19th .................................... 713/864-8822
Montrose Eye Care/ Dr. Paul Lovero
520 Waugh Dr ................................713/352-0974
Spectacles on Montrose
4317 Montrose, Ste. 2 ...................713/529-3937

HEALTH CARE/PHARMACIES
Avita Pharmacy
AvitaPharmacy.com ..................... 713/489-4362
Legacy Pharmacy
LegacyCommunityHealth.org/services/pharmacy/

HEALTH-PHYSICAL THERAPY
Crom Rehabilitation/Dr. Roy Rivera
Cromrehab.com .............................713/868-2766
E Motion Sports Therapy
4665 Southwest Fwy, Ste 212 .....707/948-6480

HEALTH CARE–PHYSICIANS
Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray ................................713/942-7546
7106 Spencer Highway ................ 281/542-9400
Gordon Crofoot, MD/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230 ..................... 713/526-0005
Abel Flores, MD/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230 ................... 713/526-0005
 M. Sandra Scurria, MD
6565 West Loop South, Ste 300 .. 281/661-5901
Derek Smith, AGPCNP-BC/Crofoot MD
3701 Kirby, Ste.1230 ..................... 713/526-0005

HEALTH CARE-PLASTIC SURGEONS
Timeless Plastic Surgery
TimelessPlasticSurgery.com ........281/242-8463
West Ave Plastic Surgery /Forrest Roth, MD
WestAvePlasticSurgery.com ......713/559-9300

HEALTH CARE–SERVICES
Avenue 360
Avenue360.org ...............................713/426-0027
Complete Male Solutions
........................................................... 281-519-7826
Harris County Public Health
Publichealth.harriscountytx.gov .713/439-6293
Houston Health Department
.....................................................PensHouston.org
Legacy Community Health
LegacyCommunityHealth.org .... 832/548 5000
Ryan White Planning Council
RWPCHouston.org.........................713/572-3784
St. Hope Foundation
offeringhope.org ............................713/778-1300
UT Hearts 
...........................................................713/486-2736

Get your business listed here. Call 713/520-7237 ext 10 for details.
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Wave Solutions
www.ednotme.com ...................... 833/886-3878

HEALTH CARE–SKIN CARE
Foye MD and Spa
3800 N Shepherd Drive .............. 281/766-8916 
Heights Dermatology/Alpesh Desai, MD
2120 Ashland ................................. 713/864-2650
Skin Renaissance Laser/Octavio Barrios, MD
507 West Gray ................................713/942-7546

HEALTH CARE-RESEARCH STUDIES
U of H / Project Pride
uhcore@central.uh.edu ............... 713/743-7477
UT Health Substance Abuse Study
...........................................................713/486-2635

HEALTH CARE-WEIGHT LOSS CLINICS
Dr. B-Fit/ Octavio Barrios, MD
517 West Gray ................................713/942-7546

HOME FURNISHINGS/ACCESSORIES
Cantoni
9889 Westheimer ...........................cantoni.com
coda
355 W 19th ......................................713/864-4411
Fountains and Statuary
11804 Hempstead Rd ....................713/957-3672
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
4091 Westheimer........................ 832/3976-5130

HOME REMODELING/RENOVATIONS
Luria Construction
LuriaConstruction.com ............... 713/828-2155
New Slate Properties/Tim Kirby
..........................................................  713/557-1785

 HOME REMODELING/PAINTING
Luria Construction
LuriaConstruction.com ................. 713/828-2155

INSURANCE AGENCIES/AGENTS
Jeffrey Bules/Insurance Associates Group
Insuranceassociatesgroup.com…713/523-9400
Lane Lewis/Farmers Insurance
2200 North Loop W, Ste 136 ...... 713/688-8669

JEWELERS
Silverlust
1338-C Westheimer .................... 713/520-5440
Tenenbaum Jewelers
4310 Westheimer Rd .....................713/629-7444

LANDSCAPING/GARDENING
Joshua’s Native Plants & Antiques 
502 W. 18th St ................................713/862-7444

LIQUOR STORES
Spec’s 
Specsonline.com ..........................713/526-8787

MASSAGE THERAPISTS
Ryan Fugate, RMT
RyanMassageWorks.com .............713/269-7926
Joel Leal, RMT
.......................................................... 713/397-8808

PEST CONTROL SERVICES
Andy’s All Star Pest Control
........................................................... 713/732-7742

PET SERVICES& SUPPLIES
Midtown Veterinary Hospital
MidtownVetHospital.com............ 713-528-4900
Molly’s Mutthouse
3407 Montrose ...............................832/581-2453
3410 N.  Shepherd ........................ 713/426-6888
2755 Vossdale.................................281/501-9062
Spay-Neuter Assistance Program
Snapus.org. .....................................713/862-3863
West Alabama Animal Clinic
2030 W. Alabama...........................713/528-0818

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com .........................713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece Photography
yvonnefeece.com ..........................832/876-1053

PHOTOGRAPHY
Houston Camera Exchange
5900 Richmond Ave ......................713/789-6901

PLUMBING
Nick’s Plumbing & Sewer Services
Nicksplumbing.com ......................713/597-8624

U-Plumb-It Plumbing Supply
1424 Montrose ............................... 713-942-2277
Village Plumbing & Appliance
5403 Kirby ..........................713/224-DRIP(3747)

POOLS & POOL SERVICES
Venture Pools
........................................................... 713/447-9201

PRINTING/COPY CENTERS
Copy.com
1201-F Westheimer ........................ 713/528-1201

PSYCHIC READERS
Readings by LA
readingbyLA.com ..........................832/856-2188

REAL ESTATE-COMMERCIAL
Presidium/Westpark Houston Investors LP
PresidiumRE.com ........................  713/955-3773

REAL ESTATE–MORTGAGE/TITLE 
Chicago Title –Inner Loop
3700 Buffalo Speedway ................713/418-7000
First American Title/Michael Caballero
520 Post Oak Blvd., Ste. 100 ....... 713/623-8384
Interlinc Mortgage/Cody Grizzoffi
3815 Garrott St, Ste 202 B ............ 832/541-1103
Keith Russell/Republic State Mortgage 
2121 Sage Road, Ste 140 ...............713/299-4981

REAL ESTATE–REALTORS 
Jared Anthony Cox/Pogi Realty
pogirealty.com .............................. 832/570-5726
Tim Anthony/Anthony Upton Properties 
AnthonyUptonProperties.com ... 713/528-0050
Brooks Ballard/Engel & Volkers
309 Gray .......................................... 713/522-7474
David Bowers/The House Company/Galveston
David@DavidBowers.com .........409/763-2800
Mike Copenhaver Remax Metro
mikecopenhaver@remax.net .... 713/528-4963
Thomas Eureste/Nan Properties
2200 Post Oak Blvd.,  Ste. 1475 . .832/866-3206
Jeremy Fain/Greenwood King Properties
...........................................................713/677-4337
Rene Ibarra Camiba/Karen Derr Realty
Karenderr.com ...............................713/446-8331
Kelli Lines/NB Elite Realty
NBEliteRealty.com ...................... 281/972-6000
Karen Derr/Karen Derr Realty
karenderr.com ...............................713/875-7050
Martha Turner Properties
Marthaturner.com ......................... 713/520-1981
Ashton Martini/Martha Turner Properties
.................................................... 832/878-7686
Jason Nguyen/Nan Properties
2200 Post Oak Blvd.,  Ste. 1475 ... 713/703-0217
Thomas Phillips/KW Memorial
t.phillips@kw.com ....................... 832/305-7848
Wade Knight / Martha Turner
Wadeknight.com ........................... 713/582-0264
Debbie Levine/Greenwood King Properties
...........................................................713/942-6857
Lynette Lew/Better Homes and Gardens
LynetteLew.com. ............................713/582-2202
Danny Pleason/Martha Turner
Dannypleason.com .......................832/661-1502
Ronda Ross/Nan Properties
2200 Post Oak Blvd., Ste.1475 ..... 713/557-1936
Red & Co. Real Estate
redunlocked.com .......................... 832/654-3293
Tom Schwenk/Tom’s Galveston Real Estate 
Tomsgalvestonrealestate.com .... .713-857-2309
Paul Silverman/Martha Turner
.......................................................... 832/283-6601
Bobby Sullivan/United Realty
unitedrealtyadvisors.com ........... 713/482-9889
VJ Tramonte/Joe Tramonte Realty 
1802 Broadway/Galveston .......... 409/765-9837
Calvin Upton/Anthony Upton Properties 
AnthonyUptonProperties.com ... 713/528-0050
Andy Weber/John Daugherty Realtors
520 Post Oak .................................. 713/724-4306

RESTAURANTS/COFFEE/WINE BARS
Acadian  Bakers
604 W.Alabama .............................713/520-1484
Bacco Wine Garden & Spirits
3611 Montrose Blvd ................... 346/444-5275 

Bollo Woodfired Pizza
2202 A West Alabama ...................713/677-0391
Danton’s Gulf Coast Seafood Kitchen
4611 Montrose Blvd...................... 713/807-8889
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com.......................713-522-9999
Free Grillin’/Chef Michele 
...........................................................832/419-0165
Giacomo’s Cibo e Vino
3215 Westheimer ........................... 713/522-1934
Gloria’s Latin Cuisine
2616 Louisiana ...............................832/360-1710 
Hamburger Mary’s
2409 Grant ......................................713/677-0674
Jenni’s Noodle House
3111 S. Shepherd ............................713/523-7600
602 E. 20th St.  ...............................713/862-3344
2027 Post Oak Blvd .......................713/621-4200
3773 Richmond ..............................713/714-8258
Niko Niko’s
2520 Montrose Blvd ......................713/528-4976
Phoenicia Specialty Foods
1001 Austin St ................................ 832/360-2222
Raising Cane’s
1902 Westheimer .......................... 713/528-9020
Rita’s of Houston Heights
2802 White Oak ...........................832/987-4827
Riva’s Italian Restaurant
1117 Missouri St ............................. 713/529-3450 
Urban Eats
3414 Washington Ave ........ feasturbaneats.com

RETAIL CENTER/SHOPPING CENTERS
Highland Village
4055 Westheimer ....  shophighlandvillage.com

TELEPHONES/CELL/WIRELESS
Premier Wireless
12220 Murphy ............................... 281/575-8500

TRAVEL/TRAVEL AGENCIES
Aquafest
Aquafestcruises.com ....................800/592-9058

Concierge Travel, Inc
4920 Mimosa ...................................713/661-2117
Lake Charles
Visitlakecharles.org/greattimes . 800/456-7952

WEDDING SERVICES - BAKERS 
Acadian Bakers 
604 W. Alabama.............................713/520-1484
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net ............................ 832/439-0224
Dessert Gallery
DessertGallery.com.......................713-522-9999

 WEDDING SERVICES - CATERERS
David Alcorta Catering
davidalcorta.net ............................ 832/439-0224
Jim Benton of Houston Catering
2811 Eastman ................................ 713/802-2860

WEDDING SERVICES/FLORAL
Rexberry Luxury Events 
6250 Westpark, Ste 324 ..............832/799-1449

WEDDING SERVICES-PHOTOGRAPHERS
Dalton DeHart Photography
DaltonDehart.com .........................713/622-2202
Yvonne Feece-Tran Photography
yvonnefeece.com ..........................832/876-1053

WEDDING SERVICES - SERVICES
Bradley David Entertainment
204 Marshall St. #5 .......................713/487-6076
Darker Side DJs & Karaoke 
DarkerSidedjs.com ...................... 281/542-3555
Harmony Strings String Quartet
....................................www.harmonystrings.com

WEDDING SERVICES - VENUES
1921 Event Center
1921 N. Main ................................ .832/992-1921

Want to have your business listed 
here? 

       

When business or pleasure brings you 
to Houston for a month or more, 

why not make L’Emerson your address?

• All the amenities of home.

• Ideally situated in the 
  Montrose-Midtown area.

• Much more affordable than
  a downtown hotel room.

Tom Fricke, Proprietor

210 Emerson Street • Houston, Texas 77006 
www.LEmerson.net

IDEAL FOR SUMMER INTERNS

LEmersonad_May15.indd   1 4/15/15   2:28 PM
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MARKETPLACE 
ADVERTISING RATES

Dec. 14 for the Jan. Issue. 

For rates/information
call 713/520-7237 ext. 10.

OutSmart Marketplace

CHURCHES

COMPUTER SERVICES

ACCOMMODATIONS

Fully Furnished Corporate Apartments

www.LEmerson.net

SERVICES

 832.496.9246

In-Home
Computer Services

In-Home
Computer Services

Gary Joseph
Owner

Home echPC
SM

Home echPC

www.pchometech.com

Real help.

Plain
Talk

CLEANING SERVICES

DEXTER’S
F I V E  S TA R  S E RV I C E

BOB SAMORA 
832.252.1961

OR JUST ASK!

HOME & OFFICE 
CLEANING

 
                       DESIGNATED 
                    DRIVER SERVICE

                     HOUSE 
                   & PET 

                        SITTING

Doing the chores 
you hate to do

MASSAGE AND BODYWORK

FOR SALE

Adam   Skidmore L.M.T.

PAIN RELIEF & RELAXATION 
CERTIFIED IN:

Medical Massage, Structural 
Integration, Deep Tissue,  

Myofascial Release

936.443.1975   |   adamskidmore108@yahoo.com

GALVESTON 
PROPERTIES

3111 Ave R • $340,000  
3/2.5/garage apt. Circa 1928 

Craftsman-style 3 blocks to the beach
East End Historical District

1417 24th • $419,500
Victorian  3/2.5 with dramatic double 

gallery and wrap-around porch.

7700 Seawall #109 • 219,500
Breakers Condominiums

2 bedrooms, 2 baths
Beachfront/ocean view

3211 Avenue N  $219,500
Circa 1903

4 bedrooms, 2 baths —Two story

401 Branard : Houston, 77006

SUN. 10:00 AM: 
Worship Service
WED. 7:00 PM: 
Bible Study

Advertising 
Sales Executives

Successful candidates must be 
organized, self-motivated, en-
ergetic, outgoing, creative and 
goal-oriented. Previous experience 
in advertising and marketing sales 
preferred. Salary+Commission, 
health benefits program included. 
See the OUTSMART website for  
more details.

Email resume to: Employment @
OutSmartMagazine.com
Attn: Greg Jeu, Publisher. 

Complete Pest Control Service
6 Month Warranty - on Standard Pest Control 

This is Termite Swarming Season
Call us to Protect your Investment

TPCL# 13558

Andy’s All-stAr
Pest Control
              713-732-7742

Call
Andy

for a free quote

Andy Sassie – Owner

pet patrol
A PEOPLE PET PARTNERSHIP

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
TO HELP PET OWNERS WITH HEALTH CHALLENGES

KEEP THEIR COMPANION PETS

www.thepetpatrol.org

petpatrolpartners@sbcglobal.net
281.733.7696

Raising Cane’s
1902 Westheimer Rd

Now Hiring
Apply online at

RaisingCanesJobs.com

PSYCHIC/TAROT READER

EMPLOYMENT

BILL O’ ROURKEBILL O’ ROURKE
Tarot Readings

beginners classes
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

832.541.3166

BILL O’ ROURKE

SANTA CLAUS 
VISIT 
CALL 

SANTA BILL 
832-541-3166

LEE JONES 

281.662.8000
ljones@baywaychevrolet.com

 5719 Broadway St. Pearland, TX. 77581

AUTOMOTIVE SALES

SERVICES

Now hiring bartenders, 
cooks and cocktail servers

Bacco is an indoor/outdoor wine 
and spirits bar featuring 2 large 
outdoor patios and cozy rooms 
inside to enjoy your favorite wine, 
cheese plates, pizzas, sandwiches 
and more. 
     We are looking to hire friendly 
faces. Bartenders should have 
some knowledge of wine. Cocktail 
and food servers deliver food and 
beverages in main building as well 
as Carriage House and outdoor 
patios.
     Cooks should be able to make 
food such as pizza, salad, sand-
wiches as well as cook specialty 
items on certain nights and days 
such as lobster, steak or work our 
Sunday Brunch.

Bacco Wine Garden & Spirits
3611 Montrose Blvd.

Apply in person Monday 
through Friday 4pm -7pm

David Bowers
david@davidbowers.com

409-763-2800

3611 Montrose Blvd.  |  (346) 444-5275

  “Sip, Swirl, 
       Swallow!”

Micheline R. Ramos, 
Wine lover

Wine Garden & Spirits

Join us for fun and a glass of wine
or your favorite holiday spirit!

http:// www.lemerson.net 
http:// www.pchometech.com 
http:// raisingcanesjobs.com 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
http://www.thepetpatrol.org 
http:// outsmartmagazine.com 
mailto:ljones@baywaychevrolet.com
mailto:petpatrolpartners@sbcglobal.net
mailto:adamskidmore108@yahoo.com
mailto:david@davidbowers.com
mailto:david@davidbowers.com
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We have the BEST phone deals, 
Best rate plans for personal 
or business and we provide 
FREE delivery.

Call (832) 639-2900 today.

Lea Bogle, Owner

Premier Wireless
Authorized Sprint Retailers & Business Dealer

Gay-Owned and Serving our Community Since 1993

Premier Wireless is Houston’s Oldest Gay-Owned Wireless Company

FREE DELIVERY
12220 Murphy Road

Thank you OutSmart 
readers for voting 

Premier Wireless the 
best place to buy your 

wireless products!

2401 SAN JACINTO    HOUSTON, TX     

FRI. JAN 12
BLOND:ISH 

SAT. JAN 13
SETH BREEZY

SAT. JAN 20
LEO BLANCO

FRIDAYS
Doors Open at 10pm

SUNDAYS
Doors Open at 5pm - NO COVER

SATURDAYS
Doors Open at 10pm

21 &UP

GUEST 

21 &UP

MONDAYS

WINTER IS

SNOW BUNNIES 39
SUNDAY, JAN 14

5 - 10
Ask about our
Beer Specials

Talk with Pride
Serving Our Community for 25 Years!
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$100 
FREE ACCESSORIES

WITH NEW ACTIVATION

64 | JANUARY 2018 | OutSmartMagazine.com

We have the BEST phone deals, 
Best rate plans for personal 
or business and we provide 
FREE delivery.

Call (832) 639-2900 today.

Lea Bogle, Owner

Premier Wireless
Authorized Sprint Retailers & Business Dealer

Gay-Owned and Serving our Community Since 1993

Premier Wireless is Houston’s Oldest Gay-Owned Wireless Company

FREE DELIVERY
12220 Murphy Road

Thank you OutSmart 
readers for voting 

Premier Wireless the 
best place to buy your 

wireless products!

2401 SAN JACINTO    HOUSTON, TX     

FRI. JAN 12
BLOND:ISH 

SAT. JAN 13
SETH BREEZY

SAT. JAN 20
LEO BLANCO

FRIDAYS
Doors Open at 10pm

SUNDAYS
Doors Open at 5pm - NO COVER

SATURDAYS
Doors Open at 10pm

21 &UP

GUEST 

21 &UP

MONDAYS

WINTER IS

SNOW BUNNIES 39
SUNDAY, JAN 14

5 - 10
Ask about our
Beer Specials

Best Wireless Provider

LILLY RODDY
A S T R O L O G E R

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER 
by OutSmart Readers

713.529.5842
lillycath@aol.com • www.lillyroddy.com

CONSULTATIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY

GIFT CERTIFICATES • CREDIT CARDS

Right now is the perfect opportunity
TO BE PROUD OF WHO YOU ARE
TO BE COMPASSIONATE TO 
YOURSELF AND OTHERS

Voted BEST ASTROLOGER 

TO SHOW GRATITUDE TO THOSE 
YOU LOVE AND TRULY APPRECIATE

Thank you again 
to my OutSmart 

readers for voting me 
Best Astrologer for 
all of these years.”

Personal astrological sessions

Relationship readings - personal / business

Presentations & lectures to organizations

LillyRoddy_Nov14.indd   1 10/21/14   11:29 AM

Voted Houstons best
massage therapist,
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2014,
2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018!
–outsmart magazine
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life. You will feel more energetic as 
we get closer to the 25th and your 
birthday time! Business associa-
tions and friendships are especially 
important, and can offer outlets for 
support or advancement. You are 
not as patient in your communica-
tions as you normally are. You will 
come across in a very direct fash-
ion, and you may not have any time 
for whining and complaining on the 
6th, 7th, and 8th. You may avoid 
others who you normally listen to 
for advice. This attitude will persist 
through the end of the month.
 
AQUARIUS (January 20–Febru-
ary 18). This time of the year is 
usually a busy, active, and fun time. 
You enjoy the traditions, the gather-
ings, and seeing old friends from 
the past. This is especially true with 
the current Mercury retrograde. 
You are working on a long-term 
project to free yourself from ex-
pected duties and obligations, or 
to make them more about you and 
less about others! This will also af-
fect your career goals, especially in 
2019. It will be easier than usual to 

rationalize your desires and spend 
money this holiday season, so be 
careful about your impulse pur-
chases! You will need some time for 
yourself as the new year begins.
 
PISCES (February 19–March 20). 
This is an especially interesting 
month for you fish folk. On one 
hand, you have Mars (planet of 
action, reaction, and initiation) in 
your sign until the end of the month. 
You are likely to be more direct, 
less patient, and more self-focused. 
Normally, this is a time of action  
for you! However, with Mercury 
retrograde in your career sector, 
you are looking at the past and  
trying to generate a good game 
plan. While you’re not ready to 
take action on your ideas, things 
will be cleared up after the 15th. 
You may feel more tense because 
of these planetary alignments. You 
normally enjoy the holidays, but 
you should keep your “exit strat-
egy” handy just in case you feel 
trapped! You’ll be sharing your 
views with others, even if they don’t 
want to hear them.
 
For more astro-insight, log on 
to lillyroddy.com.
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peaceful. In fact, this is a great time for you to 
break away from habitual routines and plan a 
destination holiday! You are feeling more free 
in the fi rst half of the month, but you will have to 
watch your boundaries as we get closer to the 
25th. The demands get greater as guilt creeps 
in, and you may not want to let others down. Do 
what you like, and avoid the resentment.
 
SCORPIO (October 24–November 21). This 
month you are focused on what gives you plea-
sure, bonding more with loved ones, and speak-
ing your truth. Your fi nances are always active 
during the holiday period, and it’s easy to spend 
more than you think you have! Personal relation-
ships should be improving as you look for ways 
to regenerate connections. You are clearer and 
more direct about what you require, and you 
will have less time for others who aren’t open to 
your needs, ideas, and views. You are working 
to make the best use of your time and resources 
by the end of the month. You are trying hard to 
maintain your boundaries and limit your commit-
ments to things that help create a greater sense 
of emotional and fi nancial security.
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 22–December 
21).  With Mercury retrograde in your sign as 
the month begins, you are in a nostalgic holiday 
period. For business, this is a good time to con-
nect with existing clients or to rekindle connec-

tions from the past. 
Old friends or exes 
may show up during 
this time. Also, this is 
your personal yearly 
cycle when you look 
back at the past year’s 
accomplishments and 
set new goals and 
boundaries for yourself 

for the coming year! With Mercury direct on the 
15th, this will be the time to put all of your new 
ideas into action. Limited fi nancial resources are 
forcing you to focus on fi nding the best way to 
improve your long-term security.
 
CAPRICORN (December 22–January 19). As 
the holiday period begins, you want to make sure 
that you have some time to yourself for medita-
tion or just escaping from the normal demands of 

end of the month, and will be able to adapt as 
necessary.
 
CANCER (June 22–July 22). You are getting 
your life, your offi ce, and your immediate sur-
roundings more organized. You are clearing out 
the past and getting yourself ready for an active 
new year. Don’t neglect your heath or exercise 
program during the holidays—it will be easy to 
slip off the treadmill! Relationships and plan-
ning for the future are also big on your menu 
this month. In partnerships, you are planning to 
renew your commitments that work and elimi-
nate those that don’t. With your career, you are 
exploring new markets and new ways to make 
better use of your time. You are taking careful 
and cautious steps, but are making headway!
 
LEO (July 23–August 22). Your routines are 
under construction, and there are big changes 
taking place at work, at home, and with your 
traditional holiday routines. You are in a creative 
time, and you may fi nd ways to adapt and even 
use those changes to your benefi t. You are not as 
patient, and you are taking life much more per-
sonally. Pay particular attention to your fi nances, 
receipts that you sign, or any legal documents. 
Mistakes can easily be made this month. Old 
health problems can show up this month, espe-
cially toward the end of December. Don’t neglect 
this area of your life during the holidays. 
 
VIRGO (August 23–September 22). With your 
ruler, Mercury, retrograde until December 15, 
this is a good month for getting things orga-
nized, clearing out old fi les on your laptop, 
fi nishing up existing projects, and working with 
your existing client base. Your personal relation-
ships need some TLC this month, otherwise signs 
of anger resulting from neglect will show up! 
A relocation could be in your future as well. 
Relationships with family should be improved 
as you enjoy your holidays this year. Your 
family members are more open to healing and 
fi nding common ground, rather than dwelling 
on differences.
 
LIBRA (September 23–October 23). You are 
working hard at being easygoing, keeping 
your mood light, and letting the BS roll off your 
back! You are setting new boundaries and are 
not willing to fall in line just to keep the holidays 

By December 15, we fi nally get out of the 
sluggish period that we’ve been in since 

June. Mercury will also be direct by midmonth, 
and that should make all holiday travel better. 
This is also a much better time to start any new 
projects. • The holidays can be very demand-
ing, especially the buildup to the 25th. Be sure 
to make some time for yourself. The more posi-
tive days for December are the 12th, 15th, 16th, 
17th, 21st, 22nd, and 28th. Days with more ten-
sion are the 2nd, 5th, 6th, 7th, and 24th.
 
ARIES (March 21–April 19). This time of the 
year is usually busy for you, and 2018 is no 
exception. You are paying more attention to 
your boundaries, and may feel overcommitted. 
Focus on what you want to do, and not what is 
expected of you. This is a good year to break 
with tradition. Nevertheless, work is very de-
manding, and you are considering making some 
major changes as the new year begins. Relation-
ships improve and communication gets easier 
with those we partner with. Make sure you fi nd 
some time for yourself, because the new year 
will be busy!
 
TAURUS (April 20–May 20). Relationships, 
both business and personal, are very active as 
the month begins. This is a very good time to 
resolve differences and create a much stronger 
bond. You are also feeling more social, and will 
enjoy the company of others this holiday season. 
Be careful with your holiday spending, since it 
will be easy to overspend. Work demands keep 
you closer to home this year, and your travel 
may be limited during the holidays. You are con-
sidering some major changes, especially as we 
enter January. Get ready!
 
GEMINI (May 21–June 21). This is a busy and 
active month, and that activity level will continue 
to be strong through most of 2019. Relationships, 
possible promotions, expanded educational op-
portunities, and a desire to travel are all being 
activated this month. With your ruler, Mercury, 
retrograde, it’s best to put those plans into ac-
tion after midmonth. You are not as patient as 
you usually are, and work can be your main 
stressor this month. You are working hard to get 
rid of debt, so this is a good month to work on 
your fi nances, repair credit, or put yourself on 
a budget. You will take life less seriously by the 

A Busy Holiday Month
After midmonth is a good time to start new projects. 

By Lilly Roddy

continued on page 111
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1434 W. Alabama St. • Houston, TX 77006 
(713)528-4900 main • (888)504-9006 fax

www.MidtownVetHospital.com

Our Mission is to deepen the bonds between 
people and their pets by providing personalized, 
compassionate care. We are a full-service 
veterinary hospital offering high-quality 
         services for your pet.

MIDTOWN VETERINARY HOSPITAL 
Your Neighborhood Pet Care Solution

deepen the bondsdeepen the bondsdeepen the bonds

713.957.3672
Just Outside the 610 Loop in Houston!

11804 Hempstead Rd., Houston, TX 77092
fountainsandstatuary@yahoo.com 

www.FountainsAndStatuary.com

NEW!
Pebble Pots
Handcrafted in Bali

FOUNTAINS & STATUARY
OPEN 7 DAYS
• Disappearing   
  Fountains
• Glazed Urns
• Fountains
• Birdbaths
• Decorative Precast 
  Rock Waterfalls
• Fiberglass Garden   
  Ponds
• Bowls
• Tables & Benches
• Pumps & Tubing
• Planters
• Pedestals
• Flower Pots
• Fountain Tops
• Religious Statues
• Concrete Animals,    
   Fish, Birds &
   Reptiles
• Talavera Style  
 Mexican Pottery 
• Various Sized
 Stepping Stones

ASK ABOUT
Metal Carports

Gazebos & Yard 
Buildings

Finalist BEST
GARDENING/NURSERY
SUPPLY

http:// www.midtownvethospital.com 
http:// www.fountainsandstatuary.com 
http://outsmartmagazine.com 
mailto:fountainsandstatuary@yahoo.com
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On November 10, the 38th annual HOUTEX Tennis 
Tournament held its banquet at Cadillac Bar & Grill. Pictured 
are: (back row)  Enrique Gonzalez, Chuck Meredith, 
Barry Austin, Craig Rhodes, and Chris Shepard, 
(front row) Jeremy Fain and Roy Rivera.

On November 10, The Montrose Center hosted Canadian 
author Sophie Labelle. Pictured are Sophie Lebelle 
and Emmett Schelling.

Out in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (oSTEM) held its 8th annual conference at the Westin Galleria 
in November. Pictured are Annise Parker and Trinity Newman with members of the oSTEM Leadership Team.

On October 20, Halloween Magic 2018 presented Kinky 
Re-Boots: Making America Kinky Again at Resurrection 
MCC. Pictured are members of the cast.

On November 1, the Harris County Democratic Lawyers 
Association (HCDLA) held its luncheon with speaker 
Robert Swafford at Churrascos. Pictured are Robert 
Swafford, Justin Burrow, Steven Duble, and 
Charles Spain.

On November 17, Studio A Salon presented Couture 
for a Cause, a benefi t for the Montrose Center at Etro 
Lounge featuring Mondo Guerra. Pictured are David 
Armendariz (salon owner), Andrew Shields, Ma-
ria Nolasco, Mondo Guerra, and Jesse Gudino.

On November 2, Bering Memorial UMC held its 170th 
Anniversary Alumni Reunion at the home of Gregg and 
Rene Farris. Pictured: Bob Manchester, Rev. Ron 
Pogue, Kathy Sinclair, Rev. Don Sinclair, Gregg 
Farris, Rev. Marilyn Meeker-Williams, Rev. Jerry 
Goree, Rev. Troy Plummer Treash, Mary Parker, 
and Rev. Ernie Turney.

On November 2, the Lone Star Veterans Association hosted 
the LGBT Affi nity Group Social at Guava Lamp. Pictured are 
Greg Griffi n, Gary Wingfi eld, Roy Alvarez Jr., and 
Michael Flores.

On November 17, the Houston Transgender Day of Remem-
brance was held at UH’s A.D. Bruce Religion Center.
Pictured are Sister Jeff, Michelle Fairbanks, Meghan 
Fairbanks, Lily Wallace, and Kaylee Senn.

On Nov. 18, The T.R.U.T.H Project presented a weekend 
of honoring Unity at Guava Lamp. Pictured are (front row, 
l to r): John Nicklos, Rechatter Brady, Duchess 
Whitt, Crimson Jordan, Ebony Smith, (middle row) 
Jessica Zyrie, Tiffany Scales, Jayla Sylvester, 
and Anthony Randall, (top row) Kevin Anderson, 
Verniss McFarland, and Rylie Jefferson.

On November 14, the Greater Houston LGBT Chamber 
held its Brewing Up Business at James Craig Furnishings. 
Pictured are members of the Chamber board and 
James Craig.

Photos by Dalton DeHart 
and Edgardo Aguilar

http:// outsmartmagazine.com




FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

SEASON’S
GREETINGS

BRUCE W. SMITH, DDS
SAMUEL A. CARRELL, DDS

NOW ON FRIDAYS!

AUSTIN T. FAULK, DDS

BEST DENTIST

1006 MISSOURI STREET    HOUSTON, TX 77006

713.529.4364    MDGHOUSTON.COM

SCHEDULE YOUR VISIT SOON

http:// mdghouston.com
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