


There's a lot of mis-
information of what marches

are for and why you do marches.
The master of all this is, of course,

Gandhi. You don't do marches for them, you
do marches for us. The only thing that impresses

the government is voter turnout and what the polls say.
Marches tend to piss people off, especially those who

are caught in traffic. But
the effect on the troops
that go there, there's just
nothing like it .... When it
works, it's just activist
candy.

Harvey's clarion call
was not Organize,
Organize, Organize. It
was Come out, Come out,
Come out. So on the 10th
anniversary of Stonewall,
he called for the march,
and I don't care what
Robin Tyler says. That
was early June of 1978.

Harvey wanted the
march. "Do you have any
idea how expensive that
is?" we asked him.
Harvey said the impor-
tant thing is for people to
come out and see one
another and feel rein-
forced enough that they
will take their coming
out in Washington back
to their homes and their
work and their schools.
That question, "What did
you do this weekend?" all
of a sudden they can't
wait to tell you, whereas
always before they had
to keep quiet.

After Harvey was
assassinated in
November of '78, the
march fell apart .... We
had a conference in
Minneapolis ... and
another in Philadelphia
at Independence Hall.
[There was heated
debate and discussion,
and various leaders
opposed the idea, say-
ing,] "1don't think the
time is right, maybe look
for 1989. We're too young
as a movement." When
the committee voted, the
march passed by over 60,
out of 120 present, with
at least 30 abstaining.

And it
does result in a
greater investment
in the community
because you have people

coming back as work-
ers. The folks from

Oklahoma became
activists after the
march. People came
from Lincoln,
Nebraska, places
that were really,
really repressed ....
Every kind of
people. There were
yachts sailing on
the Potomac to
meet the march.
The lesbians with
motorhomes that
had to be accom-
modated .... New
York got there on
the bus, and you
know they had 200-
plus buses. They'd
left before 6 a.m.
to get there. The
committee members
sold bus tickets on
street corners and
in front of bars, with
money changers
strapped around
their waists. You
learned about
organization things
that you never knew
you'd need. There
was a train that
started in L.A.,went
up to San Francisco,

through Salt Lake City,
Phoenix, added eight cars at
Chicago.

...What's causing the mois-
ture in the corner of my eye is

all these people are
dead. 1got to work
with these people
when they were
young and vital and
relevant. The most
important work to
be done. We were
embarking a move-
ment.

When I got on
stage ...immediately

in front of you are
wheelchairs and people
with crutches, and
their faces ...well,
you don't need
lights. ---iP--

...1was
the sole mem-

ber of the commit-
tee of when to have it.

My birthday is October
13, Columbus Day

weekend, so.... [The
1979 march was

held October 14.
Later marches have
been held in the
spring, because
Ray's birthday is just
too cold in
Washington.]

At the march:
Houston had a band
and L.A.-they were
the only two-and
they marched up on
the demonstration
grounds and played
"If My Friends
Could See Me Now."
Phyllis' flag became
a standard. When
you get to the
parade, how to find
your friends? You
invite Phyllis Frye
and she runs up a
Texas flag about the
size of the Exxon
building.

The first march
was phenomenal in
terms of what
marches are sup-
posed to do. From
the perspective of
the march partici-
pants -which is

what the march is for-
there's magic in march-

es ... You leave town
broke, but you

don't care.



THE MARCH GOES ON



(owner of The Lovett Inn)
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"It was like us
being who we were!'

When I heard about the march, I thought, what
the hell. I was living in New Jersey at the time, and I

didn't go to any gay bars. I had some friends, but
I wasn't in a commumty.
I had gone to the one gay
bar in College Station.
The march was like fag
city-it was the first real
experience I had where I
was in a community, and
it was eyeopening. It was
such a moving experi-
ence, it was like us being
who we were.

The park police say
that there are 10,000
people here when there's
more like a million
people. What are they,
blind?-there's 10,000
people on this block.

OutSmart:
What was seeing
the quilt like?

I've always been a
keeping- my-emotions-
to-myself type person,
making jokes instead of
letting people see how I
felt. So I was saying a lit-
tle sarcastically, "Oh noo,
we're going to have to get
the Kleenex out now."
But as we walked down,
I never dreamed that I'd
feel the way I did. It's
almost like some sort of
miracle. And that in our
community-where we
can't do a f-- ing thing-
that we'd pull that off.
It's definitely divine
intervention. When you
go down there, you feel a
spiritual presence.

After we got back, we
came to Houston to visit.
I realized that I was just
treading water there in
New Jersey-this isn't
really what we want to
be doing. So I started
looking for a place where
we could be out and
have community-not
be like in New Jersey
where we had some gay
friends, but that was it.

1987 March on
Washington
for Lesbians

and Gays
((We'vegot AIDS and

something must
be done!"

~

;BEFOR I A

~EVER HAD 'f-

The march
caused me to

focus on that I was
gay and I wanted to be

with gay people-within
six months of the

march, I was living in
Houston. I realized,

I want this, I want
this every day.

PHYLLIS
FRYE
On the way to the
march, when I went
down into the Metro
tunnel, the crowd
was lOa-percent
queer. I unfurled my
Texas flag and the
crowd went nuts!
They went crazy. It
just energized them.
and 1don't think
that any of them
were even Texans.

Brian Keever
and I led the Texas
section with a young
man who had AIDS,
with a friend pushing
his wheelchair.

We did a civil
disobedience at the
Supreme Court on
Monday following
the march .... It was
the centennial of the
Statue of Liberty. I
remember how bit-
ter I was. Bowers vs.
Hardwick [the case
upholding the

sodomy laws in Georgia]
was decided on June 30.

A few days later, the
nation celebrated

the centennial
of the

Statue of
Liberty. Then, a
few days later Baker
vs. Wade [the Texas
sodomy case] was decid-

ed against the queer
community,onJuly7.

It was obvious that
America's freedom
was not for the
queer community.

Brian Keever
organized the civil
disobedience. We
wanted to make
sure nobody was left
in jail, that everyone
was only charged
with a minor misde-
meanor. So every-
body had to sign up
and be trained ....

There was a big
crowd. The capital
police were in riot
gear with rubber
gloves. Time after
time, as orchestrated,
a wave of people
would walk up on
the Supreme Court
steps, circle hands,
be arrested, and led
off. Everyone was
released within
the day.

The civil disobe-
dience was covered
on the networks.
It energized the
people who did it.
ACT-UP may have
formed shortly after
that march. There

was a lot more civil disobedi-
ence after that march.

Lots of people were
encouraged to stay after and
lobby members of Congress.
So Tuesday we went to the

Texas delegation
[in Congress]. Let
them know that we
were queer and
we were here.

OutSmart
remembers
the past!
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half a mil-
lion. In 1993, it

was close to a mil-
lion. We virtually occu-

pied the last four blocks of
the mall.

PHYLLIS
FRYE

front of the
marchers. That
was one of the
biggest political mis-
takes I made in my life.

We should have lain
down in front of the

march. If we'd been
laying down, we'd
have been two to
three years ahead.
On ENDA. I still
wish that we'd have
done it.... We should
have laid down and
blocked the march.
And I just kick
myself so many
times for changing
their minds. So I
came home with a
sweet and sour
taste .... In the '94
march in New York
for the 25th
anniversary of
Stonewall, we
formed a strategy to
do civil disobedi-
ence by laying
down, and they
would form a circle
and march around
us .... We saw things
change after that...
I think I made the
right decision
that time.

"We should have
lain down in front
of the march ....
That was one of the
biggest political
mistakes I made in
my life."

1993 was another
good march, but
again we [transgen-
ders] were not
included. Because
we'd raised so much
hell about being
included, they'd
made arrangements
for us to have a
caucus area, Our
caucus got a lot of
interviews from
other queer media
throughout the U.S.

We talked about
having a lay-down
demonstration in
front of the march
to protest transgen-
ders being omitted.
("Transgenders
are second-class
citizens in the gay
community," says
Phyllis' spouse, who

asked to remain anony-
mous for fear of employ-

ment discrimination.)
Well, I talked them

out of laying
down in

devastating experience
to lose my partner and then my

home we had shared together. For the
first time since his death, the march on

Washington gave me the energy to refocus my
losses into something

positive, and to use
my experience to
help teach others.

At the time of
the '93 march, I
was publisher of
Uptown Health
and Spirit. I was
"out" about my
sexual orienta-
tion, but had
never been active
as a public figure
in the gay com-
munity. But after
returning to
Houston, inspired
by the march and
honored to be a
gay "centerfold

model" for
Newsweek, I

decided I wanted to
make a difference in our community.
Nine months after the march, a
few friends and I gave birth to
OutSmart.

DEBORAH BELL
(National Organizer

ofthe 1993 March)

"Why are
we doing
this?

But the
Holocaust
Museum was why
we're doing this-
because this has
happened before
and it could
happen again if
we don't do this."
At the '91 Creating
Change confer-
ence, a group was
talking about
another march,
asking people Do
you want to do it?,
and people said
yes. They made a
commitment that

they would retain
the process used in

the last march .... Are we
going to commit to organizing this to happen?

The steering committee met January of
'92 in L.A., and this is where the name

of the march got decided. The
name that ended up

•

GREG JEU
(publisher of

OutSmart)

"The march
on Washington gave

me the energy to
refocus my losses into
something positive."

A year before the
1993 march on
Washington, my
partner of 10 years
died. Because we
were ignorant of the
legal documents
that committed
gay couples should
have written for

protection, and
because gay relation-

ships are not protected,
his parents were able
to take our home
and many of our
possessions. It
was a



1993 CON TIN U ED ...

was not the ~,
We discussed it and
Ben-Shaloom said, "
The March That Dare
Another person sugg
Hell and Fags Can Co
was not ready for the
be included. For thos
privilege of knowing
understand, while th
as sexual orientation,
The official name wa e 1993 March on
Washington for Lesbian, Gay and Bi Equ
Rights and Liberation:

As the national organizer, Iwas in D.
from July of '92 to May of '93. I was the 0
paid person.

I facilitated the discussion on the
platform. There was a point when the whole
discussion should have ended and r was
exhausted and couldn't facilitate any more.
There were the people who want Faith and
Family, and those who say, We're here and
we're queer, and we're not necessarily faith
and family. The executive
committee and the co-
chairs were from Queer
Nation and ACT-UP with
a strict activist back-
ground. There were other
people who were Log
Cabin types, before
there was a Log
Cabin, saying
whais pro-
choice got to
do with gay
rights? But. all
those issues
touch us. If
we're not for
everybody, what

THE MARCH GOES ON

gmembers of
o ~ill felt we

sgender.' There
in front of the march.
something and then
tion? Then there can
ceoIhad a Sister of
my face on, that one.
work Idid 0)1 the

model that's used in
[Natio tion for Women] to

structure the executive committee. 'We workedverY direc the D.<1host committee.
That was The~knew Washlngton,
had the rectnvolved their;
otganizatiin it. [

In March 1got requests from organizations
that wanted to march. NAMBLA ap . I
wrote th~m an official letter, saying: Yi an
~ch·~ our platform, but not as NAMBLA,
because what that is is contrary to our"
platform, because what-we are abotfl'litisex
between consenting adults and what you do
is child abuse.

The Animal Lovers' League-rand we're not
talking about PETA, I'm talking about having
sex with animals. They had a collie on the
letterhead and a little Pan creature. Ibasically
sent them the same letter, only saying that
we're about sex between consenting human
adults, and what you do is animal abuse.

The Holocaust Museum opened that week
just by coincidence. We worked to make sure
that homosexuals were included. They had a
special ceremony at the Holocaust Museum
opening for gays and lesbian,s. We were
getting so criticized for everything-the last
three weeks before the march was like a
Three Stooges movie and I was all three
Stooges-and you start to wonder, Why are

we doing this? But the Holocaust Museum
was why we're doing this-because this has

happened before and it could happen again if
we don't do this.

There was a dyke march on Saturday
night-a lot of women went topless for that-
but I didn't get to go. I couldn't do everything.
There was a black-tie dinner that night I
attended. I also missed the Texas Two-Step
that I'd helped to organize. There were 180
related events within the week.

I think '93 paved the way for this year. I'm
a little bit jealous of them. They've got Ellen
DeGeneres. I think a lot of that was possible
because of '93. I'm disappointed about the
process ofthis march [the Millennium
March], but I think for some people it'll be a
life-changing experience.

The day of the march in some ways was
total hell for me. Ihad no chair, no walkie
talkie, had to walk all the way to the stage,
and Ihave a disability.

Iwas talking to Meg Christian, Holly Near,
Chris Williamson, and Margie Adams-the
goddesses of women's music. Ido have one of
Holly Near's hairs. Iplucked it from in front of
her shirt.

Ru Paul was there. His mother died that
day. He said how meaningful it was to him to
be there, because his mother had always
supported him, and that had enabled him to
be there that day.

Idon't know how the lineup happened, it
just happened .... A lot of it happened in spite
of us instead of because of us. But Idid do the
weather that day: It was the most perfect day
of weather that's ever been.

Having my name announced from the
stage, and looking out and seeing that sea of
people and knowing that I had been integral
to making it happen-that meant a lot to me.
But afterward, we crawled back to our hotels.
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Each march is both a huge
momentous happening in and of
itself-and one part, one step in
a larger whole, the march of our
community's movement. As we
remember the marches of 1979,
1987, 1993, and look forward to the
march of 2000, hallelujah, we say:
The march goes on!

--Ann Walton Sieber
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"Each of the three previous marches
had a process that involved lots of differ-
ent kinds of grassraats organizations
and leaders, and that's what you need far
a national march to.work," says Urvashi
Vaid, the dynamic lesbian visionary and
orator who. currently heads the New
Yark-based Policy Institute of the
National Gay and Lesbian Task Farce

, (NGLTF). "Yau need discussian. You
need smart people fram all aver the
country giving input about haw the
march will impact key issues that are
being addressed at the lacallevel."

the involvement afthe entire GLBT com-
.munity, I cannot serve an a board that
will not open itself to. greater input and
scrutiny fram the communities we claim
to. represent."

Palitical marches an our nation's
capital have been a hugely important
traditianin American history, When
peaple think of the suffrage mave-

, ment, they autamatically replay in
their minds the grainy black and
white film faatage of suffragettes,
dressed in white, marching an Wash-
ingtan, and demanding the right to.

But mare importantly, marches are
empowering and often life-altering expe-
riences far the individual marchers.

"It doesn't make a damn bit of dif-
ference an Capital Hill-we do.this for
ourselves," says longtime local activist
Ray Hill, who. calls himself "the old _
man of the Houston movement." Hill
says the purpose af marches "is to. rein-
farce your awn troops and to.build yaur
awn movement."

While he plans to. attend the Millen-
nium March, Hill has been critical of car-
porate involvement in the event. Unlike

I '
previous marches that have refused to.
accept corporate sponsorship (aften
resulting in massive debt after the
marchers have gone horne), the Millen-
nium March will be sponsored by
PlanetOut, which has pledged $250,000
in cash and plans to. carry the event an
a live worldwide cybercast.

"If we convert from marches based
an grassroots politics to. marches that
ate merely commercial enterprises, the
future' of our movement will be far profit '
and not far principle," says Hill, who.
was national chair of the executive com-'
mittee far the historic first gay March an
Washington in 1979.

Hill also. has problems with the
event's executive producer Rabin Tyler,
with whom he emceed the rally at the
'79 march.

"She stands to.make several million( ,

dallars off of this," Hill alleges,
referring to. Tyler's booking of 3,000
Washington hotel rooms through her
awn travel business to. re-sell to. march
participants.

Tyler, a pioneer in the gay rights
movement as well as the warld's first
openly gay or lesbian comedian, says
that any profits made fram the
brakering of hotel rooms will go. back to.
the niarch.

"As a tour-operator, I knew to.call and
secure these rooms," says Tyler. "I think it
was a great idea because apparently the
last march only calle~ted $15,000 in rev-
enue from hotel rooms, and well be able to
collect almost a third af a million dollars,
People have also.said that I'm getting the
T-shirt money, but all afthe proceeds go. to
the march and all of thecantracts are in
the name of the march."

The NGLTF, the oldest national organi-
zation in the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
trans gender (GLBT) movement, with-
drew its initial support far the march in
April when NGLTF executive director
Kerry Label resigned her seat an the
march's board bf directors, In her letter
of resignation, Label stated, "The board

'has largely ignored the fundamental is-
sues that led me to. became involved:
why we should march, the agenda, and

vate. The massive
march against the war in Vietnam
allowed TV viewers across the country
to. see just haw passionately so. many
Americans felt about bringing an end
to. the carnage averseas. Martin
Luther King's famaus "I Have A
Dream" speech at the civil rights
march in 1963 farced many Americans
to. acknawledge the righteausness of
that movement's efforts.
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Another of Tyler's detrac-
tors is Houston activist
Deborah Bell, who spent 10
months in Washington as
national organizer of the '93
march and is now a member
of the Ad Hoc Committee For
An Open Process, an organi-
zation formed specifically to

anti-march flyers rather than
following the conference rule
to place leaflets on a desig-
nated literature table.

. "It's just an example of
the way these people behave,"
Bell says of the march orga-
nizers. "You have to question
what's going on here, that

pressure Millennium March
organizers for more inclusive
planning. Bell had a run-in
with Tyler in May at the
Texas Lesbian Conference in
Dallas, where Tyler, a fea-
tured speaker at the event,
objected to Bell handing out

they're not willing to be open."
Tyler says she thinks

the march's vocal critics are
small in number, citing a
recent poll in The Advocate
indicating that 86 percent of
respondents hope to attend
the march.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
FOR CLINICAL TRIAL

HIVVACCINE
TO PREVENT HIV

Research volunteers are needed for
clinical trials to test a synthetic
vaccine to prevent and immunize
against HIV (the virus that causes

. ,
AIDS). You cannot get HIV infection
from this synthetic vaccine.
VOLUNTEERS MUST BE:
- 18-60 years of age
- Gay or bisexual males at risk for acquiring HIV
- Negative for HIV by HIV-screening test
-Willing to accept safe-sex counseling

The study involves a double-blind administration
of receiving either vaccine or placebo. The
chances of receiving active vaccine versus
placebo are 2 to 1. HIV testing is anonymous
and FREE.

For more information call
The University of Texas Medical Branch

Center for Clinical Studies
Houston (281) 333-2288

Galveston (409) 772-1641

UTMB
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OPEN LINES OF COMMUNICATION'
MMOW distributes community ballot for platform preparations

Over the next several
weeks, supporters of the Mil-
lennium March On Washington
(MMOW) are launching "the
largest grassroots polling op-
eration in the history of the
glbt justice movement:' said
Jim Birkitt with MMOW com-
munications.

As part of the platform
preparations for the Millennium
March On Washington-the 4th
national glbt march and the first
human rights march of the new
millennium-MMOW org~niz-
ers have created a ballot to
determine what areas of
interest will be addressed at
the march. Thirteen key issues
have been identified on the
ballot as predominant concerns
for the community.

In past marches, partici-
had to travel

nated cities to participate in the
platform preparation. Now, for
the first time, members of the
community have the opportunity
to have a direct vote and voice
in the platform of the upcoming

.march on Washington. The
platform survey ballot will be
distributed by volunteers and
grass roots activists across the'
country, or participants can vote
on-line at www.mmow.org.

"I think it's a few people
and they've just been al-
lowed a voice," Tyler says.
"I think when some people
talk about di-
versity, they
mean diver-
sitY,as long as
it fits in with
their political
agenda. The
majority of
gays 'and les-
bians in this
country are
not highly to
the right or
highly to the
left. They're
essentially
like everybody'
else; they're
moderate or they're cen-
trist. We have to be able to
work around what we
agree on and not kill each
other over what we don't
agree on."

Platfol'ln SUl'vey Ballot
Cast your ballot for the platform
of the Millennium March On
Washington for Equality
April 30, 2000,Washington, D.C

You can help make history!
.For the first time, every member
of the gay,lesbian, bisexual,
transgender communities-and
our families, friends, and allies-has
the opportunity to vote for the

Tyler calls the infighting
among activists "extremely
dysfunctional," and says "it's
the pathology of oppression to

,-~~-------- do this to each
other. It's like.
fighting within
a family-it be-
comes so crazy
that you don't
even remember
what you're
fighting about.
Continuing' to
waste our en-
ergy by fighting
with each other
is very sad and
extremely self-
serving, and 1
believe it is
why leftism has

seen such a demise in this
country."

The march board tried to
be inclusive, says Tyler, by
creating a Leadership Coun-

continued on page 66

Houston activist Deborah Bell,
a national organizer of the '93
march, is pressuring Millen-
nium March organizers for
more inclusive planning.



March on Washington platform.
Take a moment to make

your voice heard by casting ·1
your vote. While all of the
issues below are important to
the glbt communities, please
vote for only your five of top
concerns.

Ballots must be completed
in full to be counted, including
name and address. All informa-
tion will remain confidential.
Names and addresses will not
be used, released, or sold to
any other organization or for
any purpose other than
MMOW. They will only be used
to follow up with 1) those
interested in serving as march
volunteers and organizers,
2) those interested in lobbying ,
Congress during the march, and
3) those indicating they have
not yet registered to vote.

Ballots will be collected

__ ~ ..__~t§~~~~~~g~h~~~o~v~~~~O~..~.....~...~.._~.~...~._~..~..~..~.~.._~.~....~...~._~....~..~~~...~..~_~..~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.

An e-mail versionofthisbaliotisavailablebywritingtoMMOW2000@ao/.com. You may reproduce
and distribute this ballot in your community. Ballots may be faxed to 818/893-1593 or mailed to:

Millennium March On Washington Platform Ballot
15842 Chase St.

North Hills, CA 91343

VOTE
101' up to live issues:

Hate Crimes Legislation

Right to Marry

Non-Discrimination in Employment

Right to Serve Our Country

Lesbian Health Issues

AIDS/HIV Issues

Child Custody and Adoption Rights

GLBT Aging Issues

GLBTYouth Issues

Immigration Rights

OverturningAnti-GLBT Laws

Right to Privacy/Choice

GLBT Global Issues

Other: _

Name _

E-Mail Address: _

. MailingAddress _

City: State Zip: _

Do you plan to attend the march on Washington?
__ Yes __ No __ Not Sure

Are you willing to serve as a volunteer in your
community for the march? __ Yes __ No

Are you registered to vote? __Yes _No

Would you be willing to visit your Congressperson
while attending the march? _Yes _No

I self.identify as:
_Lesbian _Gay Male
_Bisexual _Straight

_ Transgender
_Other
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March Madness
continued from page 50

cil and inviting every organization in the
country to designate a representative.
Also, she notes, the march's board is 50
percent people of color, including Dianne
Hardy-Garcia of the Austin-based Les-
bian Gay Rights Lobby of Texas.

"I h~d originally had some issues
with another national march, but I re-
ally think this march has made great
strides in making sure that this event
benefits our community on the state
and local levels," says Hardy-Garcia. "I
was a part of tense meetings where
many of us said we wanted some of the
money that's raised to be given back to
state organizers so we can help build
our statewide organizations. We got a
commitment from the board for raising
a minimum of $300,000 that will go
back to state organizations and an-
other $300,000 to go to people-of-color
organizations."

Hardy-Garcia says the march will be
pivotal in mobilizing our troops to influ-
ence next year's elections.

"We have a crucial 2000 election
that will decide our fate for like 10 or 15
years to come because of redistricting,"
she says. "The Texas Legislature will re-
draw not just our state legislative dis-
tricts but also our U.S. congressional
seats. If there is a right-wing sweep of
Texas, we could lose up to 10 congres-
sional seats. And we could lose a major-
ity in the legislature, which would surely
mean the passage of legislation like the
antigay and lesbian adoption bill and the
antigay marriage bill, which we were
able to fend off this year. It's extremely
significant for Texas-especially when
we have George W. Bush running so
strongly for president-to have a major
voter turnout."

Houston activist Clarence Bagby,
former president of the Houston Gay and
Lesbian Political Caucus and currently a
national board-member of the NGLTF,
says that despite philosophical differ-
ences with march organizers, the
NGLTF will have some kind of presence
at the' event.

"We're not going to pass up the op-
portunity to be in contact with folks,"
says Bagby. "We will continue our
dedication to statewide organizing

and people-of-color organizing, and
we believe that's the finest legacy we
can leave."

Bagby was involved in the NGLTF's
hugely successful Equality Begins At
Home campaign, which resulted in dem-
onstrations and grass roots organizing
events in all 50 state capitals around the
country in March.

While most activists on both sides
agree that this behind-the-scenes squab-
bling probably won't affect the turnout
for the march, many feel that the contro-
versy is a great opportunity for the
GLBT movement to take a hard look at
why we remain so splintered.

"Part of what we've been trying to do
all year is to view the problems we see
with the march and the whole process
around it as the jumping-off point to talk
about the state of the GLBT movement
more generally," says Leslie Cagan, a
New York activist and member of the Ad
Hoc Committee For An Open Process .

The Ad Hoc Committee operates an
elaborate Website (MillenniumMarch.com), .
which acts as a forum for dissenting
voices. Many articles on the site criticize
the influence ofthe Human Rights Cam-
paign (HRC) and the Metropolitan Com-
munity Church, who together put up
$17,000 in seed money for the event. The
HRC has come under heavy fire from ac-
tivists for its endorsement last year of
incumbent Republican Sen. Alfonse
D'Amato in New York.

Perhaps the biggest irony in all of
this internal ideological bickering is the
fact that an event of this scale tran-
scends politics.

"It's not just about changing the
laws, though we have only barely begun
to change the laws," says Vaid, whose
significant other is lesbian comedian
Kate .Clinton. "The phase of the move-
ment we're in right now is a cultural
transformation in our country, shifting
how our culture thinks about homosexu-
ality, gender, and even the broader issue
of sex. The biggest obstacle right now in
our struggle is the mischaracterization
of homosexuality as immoral."

Bradley David is a freelance journalist
based near Dallas.


