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Easter Schedule
Greetings this Easter season! DignityHouston has a full Holy Week program
for our members and guests this year:

Tridium
We will hold services each night of the Tridium - Holy
Thursday (March 24), Good Friday (March 25) and Easter
Vigil (March 26) at 7:30 pm each evening.

Easter Dinner
On Sunday, March 27, we will hold our annual Pot-Luck
Dinner. Bring a friend and a side dish and join your family
of choice for our annual holiday celebration. We will begin

gathering at 3 pm and will serve at 4 pm. Lamb and turkey will be
provided.

Have a peaceful season, and please keep both our chapter and our sisters
and brothers nationwide in your prayers.

Renewal Retreat a Success
We offer thanks to Fr. Bill for conducting the recent Renewal Retreat.

Over a dozen members attended the Saturday afternoon retreat and
workshop and participated in exercises designed to foster a sense of
teamwork and spirituality. More details to come as we implement the ideas
discussed.

Serve Your Home Chapter
Have time on your hands? We'll help you stay busy! Members who wish to
serve the local chapter may contact the Dignity/Houston board at (713)
880-2872 or info@dignityhouston.org. We need volunteers to help
maintain liturgical linens and other items, gather information for the
newsletter and web site, and assist with member contact through a phone
tree system.
_ _ _ ..•••.•.....................• _ ...••._ _--_ ••..........••.•-_ •••....•............. _ ......•.••••....__ ..- __ _ _ ........••._ _-_ _ .

DignityUSA Vision Statement
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgendered Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration
of their spirituality with their sexuality and, as beloved persons of God, participate
fully in all aspects of life within tbe Church .~.ndSociety.
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DignityUSA National News
D/New York Hails NY State Ruling on Marriage
In a joint news release of February 7, 2005, leaders of DignityUSA and
Dignity/New York. applauded the February 4,2005, New York State court
decision which declared that denying same-sex couples the right to civil
marriage violates the state Constitution. They called on New York City
officials, including Mayor Michael Bloomberg, not to appeal the ruling and to
begin issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples in thirty days, as
directed in the decision.

In her decision, Justice Ling-Cohan wrote, "Similar to opposite sex couples,
same-sex couples are entitled to the same fundamental right to follow their
hearts and publicly commit to a lifetime partnership with the person of their
choosing." She concluded that, "marriage is viewed by society as the
utmost expression of a couple's commitment and love; plaintiffs may now~---,.~~-.• - - •...~ -- -. '- -
seek this ultimate expression through a civil marriage."

D/USA Board of Directors Report
The DignityUSA Board of Directors (BOD) met via a teleconference call on
January 8, 2005. The first order of business was to elect our new treasurer
Christopher Lawrence. The Board then voted to grant chartered chapter
status to Dignity/Palm Springs, and regretfully de-chartered Dignity/
Maine per the chapter's request. There was a discussion of the progress of
DignityUSA Convention 2005, to be held in Philadelphia, PA and Convention
-2007, to be held in Austin, Texas, as well as the format for Convention
2009. Discussion on the latter will continue during the membership meeting
of the convention in Philadelphla.

Discussion then turned to the DignityUSA 2004 nominations process.
There are openings for president and vice president, as well as three (3)
directors. The nominations committee is working to obtain candidates for
these positions.

The balance of the meeting was spent discussing and working on
DignityUSA's Strategic Plan. The plan has four (4) major goals:

• Amplify the voice. of DignityUSA to have 5QQadditional members by
September 2005.

• Empower the voice of DignityUSA by increasing non-Convention
income by $15,000 over that of fiscal year 2003-04 by Sept. 2005.

• Recruit sufficient volunteers and paid staff with the talents required
to do the work of the DignityUSA Board, committees, programs,
projects and office.

• Implement programs that effectively support DignityUSA's mission
and goals.

The next Directors meeting is in Philadelphia, PA, April 1-3, 2005.

Any DignityUSA member desirous of viewinq minutes for BOD meetings
may contact Secretary@dignityusa.org to request a copy.

For more info on these stories, log onto www.dignityusa.org



Taking Responsibility
by George Wetzel

(Mr. Wetzel wrote this column for publication in local GLBT magazines. - Ed.)

What is Dignity? Why Dignity?

DIGNITY is an organization of Lesbian and Gay Catholics and their Friends
that promotes the spiritual and temporal welfare of its members.

There is a chapter in Houston named DIGNITY/ HOUSTON; this chapter
meets every Saturday evening at 7:30 p.m. for mass at Grace Lutheran
Church at 2515 Waugh @ Missouri in the Montrose area. This small chapter
has been in existence since 1974.

But with so many Catholic churches in the area, why should Gay and
Lesbian Catholics support Dignity/ Houston? The simple and complicated
answer is that Dignity is-the only parish in the city where Lesbians and Gays
are not considered "intrinsically disordered." This is quite a claim; but, look
at what forums preach this untested, anti-scientific, and irrational
classification of human beings: schools, pulpits, publications, and the
ultimate insult, the political forum where our bishops have eagerly joined
into a rash move to further marginalize our tribe and enshrine" intrinsically
disordered" into the Constitution of the United States.

Of course, some don't mind because they don't pay much attention to
politics and will just ignore the spiritual harm to their souls. Others will say
that the bishops are merely doing what Rome wants and do not care
(really) about lesbians and gays or those who practice contraception, or
that half of the weddings end in divorce.

If you truly believe that you are "intrinsically disordered," you should attend
and support those who define you. However, if you disagree, then you
should follow your conscience and your heart to worship with those who tell
the truth, listen to others, and show compassion for the families and friends
of lesbian and gay human beings.

Kolbe Closes
Dignity recently received the following message from Thomas Nitschke:

It saddens me to announce that for economic reasons, the Kolbe
Project is closing its doors. The last scheduled activity at the Project
will be on Monday, March 7 with Scripture Study at 6:30pm followed
by mass at 7:30pm.

A special Thanksgiving Mass will be scheduled and announced soon.

Thomas Nitschke

Dignity/Houston sends our best wishes to Mr. Nitschke. We thank him for
his service to the community, and will keep him and members of the Project
in our prayers.



Tridium Services
DignityHouston will offer full Tridium services for Holy Week 2005:

Fr. Don will preside at Holy Thursday services on March 24. Fr. Maurice
will preside on Good Friday (March 25) and the Easter Vigil (March 26).

All Holy Week services will begin at 7:30 pm.

Easter Pot Luck Dinner
DignityHouston will once again host its annual Easter Dinner on Sunday,
March 27, 2005, in the Meeting Hall at Grace. Bring a side dish and join us!
Lamb and turkey will be served.

We will begin gathering at 3 pm, and will eat at 4 pm. All Dignity members
and guests are welcome to attend.

------ ----- ------------------

What's On Your Mind?
What does Dignity mean to you? How has your spiritual life been affected?
What direction would you like this organization to take? What's going on in
the community that you would like to share?

Let our community know by writing a short essay or news item for the
newsletter or website. Please forward items or photos to Margaret.
Thibodeaux or Bill Moon at info@dignityhouston.org or by logging on to
www.dignityhouston.org

To join our emailing list, send your request to info@dignityhouston.org

Thanks for your support.
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National
Conventions
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conventions include those in Pennsylvania rtltrtJ1t.lI"~tnttl toft~(;dtJ1H..,;
and Texas: ",'V' ..

Of&niCiU$A CqJl~lItlon I~1"4elpbi~ 2005
Philadelphia, PA - 2005
The 17th DignityUSA Biennial Convention, to be held at the Lowe's Hotel in
Philadelphia July 7th to 10th, will celebrate our Catholic traditions through
education, social and liturgical programs. Keynote speakers include Chrissy
Gephardt, daughter of Congressman Dick Gephardt, and the Rev. Gene
Robinson, the first openly gay bishop in the Episcopal church. Musical
guests are Jason and deMarco. For registration information, you may call
1-800-877-8797 or email Conv200S@dignitvusa.org.

Austin, TX - 2007
Planners of the July 2007 convention to be held in Austin, Texas met via
teleconference on April 18 to discuss themes, hotel sites, liturgy, music and
other issues for the upcoming convention to be held in Austin. Members on
the planning committee include Richard Cole, Jim LeBlanc, Margaret
Thibdeaux and Bill Moon from Houston, and Joe Capone, Chellie Griffin,
Gray Preuss, Joe Sinico, Jack Tweelings, and Russell Windle.

The top three themes under consideration are A Morning Star Rising in Our
Heart, Living Our Call as Prophets and A Morning Star - Awakening Us as
Prophets. The next meeting will be held on Sunday, May 22 in Dallas.

Memorial Day Picnic
Dignity/Houston will host a picnic in Memorial Park on Monday, May 30
beginning at 11 am. Join us at the baseball field south of Memorial Drive.

Parade Float Designers Needed
We will once again enter a professionally built float in the Pride Parade, to
be held Saturday, June 25 along lower Westheimer. The board' is seeking
artistic individuals to assist in the design of this year's entry. We plan to
meet with the parade designers in mid-May.

A mandatory Pride Committee meeting for participants will be held at 7 pm
on Tuesday, June 14 at the Metropolitan Multi-Service Center at 1475 West



DignityUSA National News

Truth to Freedom Convention 2005
Why this theme?

There are many truths that are absolute for us as GLBT Catholics.

As members of DignityUSA, "We believe that gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
Catholics in our diversity are members of Christ's mystical body, numbered among
the People of God. We have an inherent dignity because God created us, Christ died
for us, and the Holy Spirit sanctified us in Baptism, making us temples of the Spirit,
and channels through which God's love becomes visible. Because of this, it is our
right, our privilege, and our duty to live the sacramental life of the Church, so that
we might become more powerful instruments of God's love working among all
people.

"We believe that gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender persons can express their
sexuality in a manner that is consonant with Christ's teaching. We believe that we
can express our sexuality physically, in a unitive manner that is loving, life-giving,
and life-affirming. We believe that all sexuality should be exercised in an ethically
responsible and unselfish way."

We advocate justice in our church and society for all, including GLBT persons. We
believe the time for our religious freedom is long overdue.

At the 17th DignityUSA Biennial Convention, to be held in Philadelphia July 7th to
10th, 2005, we celebrate our Catholic traditions through education, social and
liturgical programs. Rather than letting others define who we are, we will give voice
to our lived truths and lay claim to our identity as equals in God's creation and
providence. We hope these programs and events will help us all continue to grow
and find the strength to proclaim our truths not only as GLBT Catholics, but also as
GLBT people.

For more convention information, you may log onto www.dignityusa.org

DignityUSA Board Meeting
The next Board of Directors' meeting will be held July 5-6, 2005, at the convention
site in Philadelphia. Any member desiring a copy of the minutes from the meeting
can contact the national secretary at secretary@dignityusa.org.

Serve Your Home Chapter
Have time on your hands? We'll help you stay busy! Members who wish to
serve the local chapter may contact the Dignity/Houston board at (713)
880-2872 or info@dignityhouston.org. We need volunteers to help
maintain liturgical linens and other items, gather information for the
newsletter and web site, and assist with member contact through a phone
tree system.

DignityUSA Vision Statement
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgendered Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration
of their spirituality with their sexuality and, as beloved persons of God, participate
fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.
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Taking Responsibility
by George Wetzel

Before the white smoke signaled that a new Pope had been chosen, a friend of mine
called to ask, "What would you do if Cardinal Ratzinger were the chosen one?" I
thought for a bit, admitting he would be my last choice and said it would depend on
what he DOES. He comes to lead this church at a trying time throughout the world.
And, if the President of the u.s. is not enough, a Ratzinger Pope will ensure, as the
Chinese are wont to say, " interesting times."

The Cardinal opened the Conclave with a sermon on the "dictatorship of relativism,"
adhering to the "core truth of moral values," a "clear faith in fundamentalism," and"
the evils of relativism, liberalism, and feminism."
This is how he spoke to those who then proceeded to elect him. And, this is clearly
the voice they chose. Just how he implements these notions will be of interest to
most thinking Catholics worldwide.

Gone, I fear, are the hopes of those who wanted to extend the dream of Vatican II.
Gone, too, the hopes of those who wished to hear more honest open dialogue in the
church about birth control, divorce, the role of women, celibacy requirements for
priesthood, and homosexuality.

Yet, hope springs eternal. Who will be picked to "enforce" the new Pope's rulings?
Who will communicate with the seminaries, universities, and convents? Who will
speak to the financial troubles of the Third World? Who will oversee the priest
shortages and recommend practical solutions? Who will dialogue with other religious
traditions and cultures?

True, there may be simply and emphatically" more of the same" as his predecessor
or an ever so subtle shift in emphasis.

What is a person to do? Well, everyone should and must follow his/her own
individual, unique, and personally responsible conscience. The term "cafeteria
Catholic," or" a la carte Catholic" may become more common as individuals decide
for themselves that birth control, divorce, married priests, homosexuality, etc. are
not honestly, openly, and certainly not truthfully or rationally being treated by the
church.

Actually, as I look around the Catholic Church in this US of A, I would venture a
guess that more than 75-80% have some serious reservations about this church.
And, not all are progressives or liberals. I hear many conservatives lining up to
object to death penalty anathemas, or those allowing "pre-emptive war."

Take heart, gentle reader, the die hard conservatives once were loudly proclaiming
that usury, slavery, theories of evolution, racial intermarriage, and the flatness of
the world were proven by fundamentalist quotations from scripture. And, a church
that has shown it could mislead in more ways than one on the recent sex abuse
cover-up has a long way to go to regain integrity, honesty, and veracity in the whole
arena of its understanding of the range of human sexuality.

One caution and challenge for the new Pope, who invented the term "intrinsically
rlic"r,;""",,,rl " not from not from and not from would be to
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cultivate and encourage a renewed look at the full range of human sexuality from
science, biology, social studies, and honest and open dialogue rather than the ill
informed and often poorly conceived notions that were acceptable in the past. We
have come a long way toward uncovering the scientific, social, and cultural
ingredients of human sexuality in the past 150 years. It would be a true bridge
builder who would champion that study in a world filled with much skepticism,
distrust, dishonesty, and disdain for the entire range of human sexuality. Relying
on the fears and prejudices and hatreds of the past simply will not do anymore.

So I will be staying and waiting and watching. The available range of religious
choices in this country is immense. My own opinion is that we have this range
because of the separation of church and state. Should we continue to erode that
separation, I feel we will become more like other intolerant fundamentalist
governments.

"Interesting times" indeed.

What's On Your Mind?
Let our community know by writing a short essay or news item for the
newsletter or website. Pleaseforward items or photos to Margaret
Thibodeaux or Bill Moon at info@dignityhouston.org or by logging on to
www.dignityhouston.org

To join our emailing list, send your request to info@dignityhouston.org



Contribution to
Dignity
Dignity/Houston was pleased to
accept a $10,000 contribution
in June from a donor who
wishes to remain anonymous.

A portion of the gift was
earmarked for outreach
activities, such as the Pride
Parade float, seen at right. A
substantial amount went into the general fund for weekly expenses.

Dignity/Houston thanks ALL its contributors for their support!

Prayer Service Guides
Our chapter is fortunate to have a number of priests who say mass for us
on a regular basis. However, there are occasional times when, due to
scheduling conflicts, illness, or other circumstances, no priest is available to
celebrate Saturday evening mass.

In order to minimize confusion in these occasional situations, the Board of
Trustees is formulating guidelines for lay-led prayer and/or communion
services. We are seeking the input of our clergy and chapter members in
this regard, and will also obtain the appropriate prayer books.

If you wish to volunteer or share your input, let us hear from you at the
next board meeting in person or by writing us at info@dignityhouston.orq .

OutSmart Anniversary Book
Do yourself a favor and help Dignity, too. OutSmart magazine has put
together a coffee table book celebrating their ten years of publication.
The book highlights all sorts of people who have helped the gay cause
over the past years. The book also has some choice photography. Purchase
the book from OutSmart for $21.65. OutSmart will donate $10.00 to
Dignity or other charity of your choice. You win twice!

For more information, log onto www.outsmartmagazine.com .



DignityUSA National News
DUSA National Election Results
DignityUSA is pleased to announce the results of the recent national
election. Sam Sinnett and Peggy Burns are re-elected for a second term as
president and vice-president. The new directors for the national board are:
Gabino Cabanilla (Los Angeles, CA), Theresa Myers (Columbus, OH) and
Rita Wagner (Indianapolis, IN). They will begin their two year term on
October 1, 2005. DignityUSA thanks all the nominees for volunteering and
welcomes the new directors to national leadership. DignityUSA would also
like to thank the Nominations Committee (Richard Young, Deb Core and
Greg Haboush) and the Election Committee (Chuck Busnuk and David
Vespa) for their time and work for our organization

National Strategic Priorities

DignityUSA's current short range strategic priorities as adopted by the Board of
Directors are:

Problem/Concern/Current Data: Current membership is not sufficient to support
DignityUSA's mission.

GOAL 1: Amplify the voice of DignityUSA to have a minimum
of 500 additional members by September 30, 2005.

Problem/Concern/Current Data: Current income needs to increase to support
DignityUSA's mission.

GOAL2: Empower the voice of DignityUSA by increasing non-
Convention income by $15,000 over that of fiscal year 2003-
2004 by September 30, 2005.

Problem/Concern/Current Data: Current volunteer and paid staffing is not sufficient
to support DignityUSA's mission.

GOAL3: Recruit sufficient volunteers and paid staff with the
talents required to do the work of the DignityUSA Board,
committees, programs, projects, and office.

Problem/Concern/Current Data: Programs are essential to accomplishing the
DignityUSA mission. Programming needs to match available talent and resources.

GOAL4: Implement programs that effectively support
DignityUSA's mission and goals.

For more convention information, you may log onto www.dignityusa.org

DignityUSA Vision Statement
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgendered Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration
of their spirituality with their sexuality and, as beloved persons of God, participate
fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.
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Taking Responsibility
by George Wetzel

The summer is indeed heating up! The mid-west, east coast, southwest
and most parts in between are reporting a very hot July. August is likely to
be much of the same, though here in the Bayou City we will have to wait
until October for much relief!

Bishop J. Terry Steib of Memphis has issued what I believe is the very first
invitation to sit down and dialogue not only with lesbians and gays, but with
their families and friends. This is a tentative step toward welcoming us
back home. We should all wish him, his fellow clergy and lay persons all
the strength, honesty, compassion and wit they can muster in this struggle,
and we should pray for their success, progress and achievement of the
goals they have set for themselves.

On a more global scale, the countries of Canada and Spain have passed
legislation to recognize gays and lesbian marriages. While the Folks in the
Vatican have been foaming at the mouth to prevent these two democratic
countries from passing such legislation, they have done so, and while those
who foam at the mouth over the notion of gay marriage, and predict that
the sky will fall and fire and brimstone will cover their lands, look carefully
at the weather forecasts!

These very same or similar voices threatened the same fate if divorce were
legalized, if contraceptives were available, if women were allowed to vote, if
slaves were released from their servitude, etc.

Deep own, I believe they know they are on the losing side of denying us our
full human rights as citizens. They are cornered by their tortured and
outworn reliance on the Bible's "Texts of Hate" as Bishop John Shelby
Spong describes these hate and fear inducing interpretations of scripture.
They hold out a reed to those who are confused and perplexed by a modern
life that is too complicated, involved, and evolving for some. Rather than
preach the truth of evolving scriptural interpretation and scholarship, they
retreat into simplistic, fundamentalist interpretations that are similarly used
to abuse women, the environment, children, and spread a false sense or
certainty around scripture.

Stay cool and clam and watch the increasing desperate acts of the
threatened!

Phone Tree
The board has formulated a phone tree system for contacting members in
the event of illness, accident, or other situation in which quick notification is
necessary. Those with news to share may call (713) 880-2872, or email
us at info@dignityhouston.org .

Serve Your Home Chapter
Have time on your hands? We'll help you stay busy! Contact the
Dignity/Houston board at (713) 880-2872 or info@dignityhouston.org.
We need volunteers to help maintain liturgical linens and other items,
gather information for the newsletter and web site, and assist with member
contact through a phone tree system.



Saturday, September 17, 2005 @ at 7:30 p.m.
at 2515 Waugh at Missouri, Houston, TX

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
Dignity Houston, Inc.,

A Texas not-for-profit corporation will hold its annual meeting on

for the purposes of electing three board members to two year terms, electing
one board member to the remaining one year of a term, and any other

business brought before the meeting.

All persons who are members in good standing of Dignity/Houston for at least one
month prior to the election are eligible to vote. Those interested in running for a

seat should contact a the board by 8/17/05 at PO Box 66821, Houston, TX 77266.

Persons unable to attend may request, complete, and submit an absentee ballot to
the Election Committee, pignity/Houston, PO Box 66821, Houston, Texas 77266.

SHOW YOUR COMMITMENT TO DIGNITY!

RUN FOR A BOARD POSITION!
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A Letter from the President
By Richard Cole
My brothers and sisters of Dignity/Houston,

It has come to my attention this will be only the second article I have
submitted for publication to the newsletter. Regardless, this may well be
my final article in the newsletter while I am a current board member, and
president of Dignity. In a short while Dignity/Houston will hold elections to
choose four new board members. It is with a heavy heart I have to relate
that on October 1, 2005 there will be no one named Richard Cole serving on
the Board of Trustees, or acting as president of Dignity/Houston. I am not
altogether sure I am ready to leave office, but realize my term of office is
almost finished.

The current board of trustees will meet one final time Thursday, September
15, 2005, to make final preparations for the Annual Membership Meeting.
The meeting will take place in the main hall at Grace Church, at 7: 30 pm,
and all are invited to attend.

On Saturday, September 17, 2005, Dignity/Houston will hold elections to
select four board members, one of whom is to fill the un-expired (one year)
term of recently resigned board member Randall Sherman. The names of
the candidates on the ballots are Mike Goertz, Mary "Boo" Jeffcoat, Mike
Sheahan, Margaret Thibodeaux and Bill Moon.

I wish each of them luck, and wish Dignity only the best for its future.

Richard Cole
President, Dignity/Houston, Inc.

DignityUSA National News
DUSA Long Range Plans
Twenty-one current and former leaders of DignityUSA met in Chicago
August 6-7, 2005, to start the process of creating a long-range plan for the
organization. The weekend involved small group and large group
discussions ending with the beginnings of a 5-year strategic plan based
around six goals.

The work began with small groups looking at the data collected by the
survey that was available at the convention and online for members to give
their input as to the important issues facing DignityUSA, as well as the
areas they are willing to support. Some surprises discovered in looking at



the data included the number of members concerned with the full inclusion
of women in the church and the need/desire for a new theology of sexuality.
After sharing small group discussions, the whole group came up with six (6)
reoccurring themes:

Goal 1: Identity and Redefinition - DignityUSA will be widely known as
having led the development and articulation of an affirming theology/sexual
ethics of and for the GLBT Catholic community and allies that reflects and
guides how we fully live our faith in church and society.

Goal 2: Organizational and Leadership Development - DignityUSA will
have a continual supply of capable leaders that can engage and draw people
toward the DignityUSA vision and aspirations, while effectively directing and
managing the organization's operations.

Goal 3: Education and Advocacy - DignityUSA will effectively advocate
and communicate change in the Church and society for the full inclusion of
GLBT people through education and coalition-building.

Goal 4: Membership - DignityUSA will increase net membership by 3,600
members by 2010 (500 in 2006, 550 in 2007, 700 in 2008, 850 in 2009,
1000 in 2010) and increase membership diversity through greater
participation by women, ethnic minorities, and the straight community.

Goal 5: Communications- By 2010, DignityUSA will have a nimble and
highly effective communications operation (paid staff and volunteer
advisors) in place to forcefully communicate DignityUSA's vision and
advocacy internally and externally. This communications team will advise
the National Board of Directors by defining key audiences and strategies for
reaching them. The team will provide professional support and expertise to
the fundraising, membership development and administrative functions of
the organization.

Goal 6: Financial Stability - DignityUSA will have the financial resources
and independence to carry out its mission and ensure its long-term viability,
including a $3 million endowment by 2010

Then, working in small groups, each group took one of these themes and
created a goal for DignityUSA for the year 2010. These goals were
discussed and modified by all assembled, then re-worked by the small
groups. Strategies to attain these goals were added with thought as to what
should be accomplished by incremental years 2006, 2007 etc., in order for
the goal to be accomplished by 2010.

The DignityUSA Executive Committee wishes to thank all those in
attendance at this meeting who so generously contributed not only their
time, expertise and knowledge, but also their finances. Each person paid
his or her own expenses to be there. DignityUSA is truly blessed with
intelligent and generous people willing to work hard for the good of the
organization and its members.

For more convention information, you may log onto www.dignityusa.org

DignityUSA Vision Statement
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when GLBTCatholics are affirmed and
experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with their sexuality
and, as beloved persons of God, participate fully in all aspects of life within the
Church and Society.



What are You Doing this Weekend?
by Ann Henderson
Mrs. Henderson, sister of Dignity/Houston Trustee Bill Moon, has been volunteering

at one of the many shelters for Hurricane Katrina's victims.

As I lay my head down on my pillow last night and closed my eyes, I
thanked God for the roof over my head, my family and my health. As I
woke this morning and pondered on what lay ahead, I thought about what
the people in the Astrodome were doing today ....

Can you imagine being separated from your family? Can you imagine
spending your day walking around in circles holding a sign with your child's
name on it? My heart is breaking over this tremendous devastation of the
hurricane and the thousands upon thousands of people that have lost
everything. All of a sudden my unemployment didn't seem so important
and I reached out to help others at a place where they can receive clothes,
food, the basic things we all take for granted - tooth paste, soap, water,
etc.

As the people walked in their faces were just blank, hopelessness was
everywhere. As they waited for their name to be called and a counselor to
meet with them things started to change, especially when they realized
someone cares. As they were pushing their carts out with their much-
needed supplies into a city they did not know. They do not know what the
future holds for them, where will they lay their head tonight, or tomorrow,
or a week from now. But they know now that our city cares.

This has changed me in ways I cannot even begin to comprehend or
explain. I do know this, I will never, as long as I am breathing, take things
for granted like food, clothing and shelter and, most importantly, my family.

So as you begin your Saturday and all the things that you may have
planned over the holiday weekend, please keep in mind and pray for the
thousands upon thousands that have lost their family members, their
homes, their businesses, their everything.

And please do what you can to help. God Bless.

How to Help
Houston Food Bank

Houston Red Cross

Salvation Army

St. Vincent de Paul

Bering Omega

(713) 547-8609 www.houstonfoodbank.org

(713) 526-8300 www.houstonredcross.org

(713) 752-0677 www.salvationarmyhouston.org

(713) 741-8234 www.svdphouston.org

(713) 524-9304 www.beringomega.org

Bering Omega is hosting "drop-off" sites at their residential hospice
(602 Branard) and adult day care center (1429 Hawthorne) for anyone who
wishes to bring donations for the hurricane victims, such as shampoo, soap,
lotion, tooth brushes and toothpaste, and also linens, towels, sheets,
pillows, as well as miscellaneous items like towelettes, children diapers, and
bottled water. People may bring their donations to either the Care Center
between the hours of 7am and 5pm, or to Omega House on Branard Street,



is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
Dignity Houston, Inc.,

A Texas not-for-profit corporation will hold its annual meeting on

Saturday, September 17, 2005 @ at 7:30 p.m.
at 2515 Waugh at Missouri, Houston, TX

SHOW YOUR COMMITMENT TO DIGNITY!

A TTEND THE ANNUAL MEETING!

September 2005

for the purposes of electing three board members to two year terms, electing
one board member to the remaining one year of a term, and any other

business brought before the meeting.

All persons who are members in good standing of Dignity/Houston for at least one
month prior to the election are eligible to vote. Those interested in running for a

seat should contact a the board by 8/17/05 at PO Box 66821, Houston, TX 77266.

Persons unable to attend may request, complete, and submit an absentee ballot to
the Election Committee, Dignity/Houston, PO Box 66821, Houston, Texas 77266.
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Annual Meeting Notes
On Saturday, September 17, 2005, the Annual Meeting and Election of
Dignity/Houston, Inc. was held at Grace Church. Former President Richard
Cole gave a state of the chapter report, and members of the congregation
rose to address the crowd and offer their input.

Trustees for the 2005-2006 term are:

President - Mike Sheahan
Vice President - Brent Clarkston
Secretary - Margaret Thibodeaux
Treasurer - Mike Goertz
Trustees at Large - Syl Cascio, "Boo" Jeffcoat, and Jim LeBlanc

Pleasegive these trustees a word of thanks and encouragement as they
begin their new terms. And PLEASElet us know of any ideas, suggestions,
or concerns you may have about this organization. After all, they are here
to serve you!

Austin 2007 Convention
Planning Meeting Scheduled

DH Trustee Jim LeBlanc will host a planning meeting for the 2007 Austin
convention on Sunday, October 16, 2005, beginning at 11 am. Several
members from across the state of Texas plan to be in attendance. For more
information, please contact Dignity at (713) 880-2872, or Jim LeBlanc at
jleblanc7@houston.rr.com

DignityUSA National News
DUSA Condemns Seminary Visitation as Witch Hunt

Washington, DC (9/16/05) - DignityUSA today strongly condemned the
new Vatican apostolic visitations of the 229 Roman Catholic seminaries in
the United States in search of "evidence of homosexuality" and faculty
members who dissentfrorn church teaching. A twelve-page document is
now being distributed to seminarians and faculty as part of the review, as
reported on the front page of The New York Times on September 15, 2005.

"The Vatican continues to be obsessed about homosexuality, misguided
about human sexuality, and misdirected regarding the sexual abuse crisis in ,



the Church, stated Debbie Weill, Executive Director of DignityUSA. "While a
review of seminary programs may -be appropriate in the aftermath of the
sexual abuse crisis, an apparent witch hunt for homosexual seminarians and
supportive faculty is not. The Church is fostering a climate of hostility
towards some of its very best priests and bishops. This is not the Church
Christ called us to be," Weill added.

"While the Vatican fails to address the core issues relating to the sexual
abuse crisis, DignityUSA reminds Church leaders of several key points:

• "sexuality experts have reportedly instructed the Vatican that there
is no link between pedophilia and homosexuality,

• "gay priests are not the cause of the sexual abuse crisis in the
Church,

• "Church leaders have not accepted responsibility and have not been
appropriately reprimanded by the Church for their failures to deal
appropriately with the still ongoing sexual abuse crisis in the Church,
and

• "candidates for the priesthood should be evaluated in terms of
sexual maturity and their likelihood to be celibate, not sexual
orientation," Weill continued.

For more convention information, you may log onto www.dignityusa.org

Call to Action 2005
Call to Action's (CTA) 2005 Conference will be held in Milwaukee, WI,
November 4-6, 2005; This year's theme is "Religion, Money, Politics:
What's God got to do with it?"

CTA's annual national conference is a celebration of over 3,000 people
creating "the church they want to be." Presentations focus around the
themes of spirituality, church reform, and peace & justice. The conference
liturgy and a variety of daily prayers are often a highlight.

We are able to make use of a group discount rate for DignityUSA members
who wish to attend this Conference if we have 10 or more registrants, the
charge will be $145 per person. If you wish to take advantage of this
discount, please send your check, made payable to CTA-USA and the
registration form to our national office, DignityUSA, 1500 Massachusetts
Ave. NW #8, Washington, DC 20005-1894, by September 20, 2005. At that
time, if we have at least 10 registrants, we will send the registration forms
and checks to CTA.

If you don't have a registration form, you can go to http://www.cta-
usa.org/conference2005/registration.pdf and print one.

For further information on Call to Action and details on the 2005 national
conference. Go to www.cta-usa.org.
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DignityUSA Vision Statement
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgendered Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration
of their spirituality with their sexuality and, as beloved persons of God, participate
fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.



Taking Responsibility
by George Wetzel

As I write this I am looking forward to rejoining my classmates in
Bloomington, IL (about halfway between St Louis and Chicago) for my
fiftieth high school class reunion. Just over a week ago, I had decided not
to join in the festivities, which include a tour of the new high school, mass,
and a dinner. But it has been over two years since I have been beck to my
hometown for a visit and, in spite of my "intrinsically disordered" status, it
will be enjoyable to reconnect.

Since I had already outed myself at the thirtieth reunion (gad, was it that
long ago?) I have not returned. With only fifty in our original class, it will
not be a large gathering and, hopefully, it will be manageable. No
grandchildren, children, second home, interest in professional sports, golf,
or serious health problems - I will be at a handicap, but it will be worth it.

I rather suspect that the topics will mostly revolve around politics and
religion and the very volatile mixture we are seeing these days of the two.
It is equally likely that I will be surrounded, mostly, by red-state mentality
and its Catholic variations. I am vowing, well ahead of time, not to get in
blood pressure challenging arguments but, as human beings are known to
weaken, it just may happen.

Some have already left this planet, others have never shown an interest in
these gatherings and, as usual, the spouses will set by bemused and
confused by all all this friendly banter.

The diocese I grew up in (Peoria) has been recently among the most
rigorous in its inflexible and conservative outlook. I am quite sure that
even if "intelligent design" is not yet taught in the Catholic high schools, it is
only a matter of time. For sure I and my tribe are labeled "intrinsically
disordered" in the Catechism without a shred of proof from scripture, fact-
based science or anything other than fundamentalist interpretations of
scripture texts that no honest scripture scholar would hold dear.

Yet here I (we) stand, holding no more firmly to "intrinsically disordered"
than others do to the ban on birth control, divorce and remarriage,
preemptive war arguments, the fundamental and basic equality of women in
our church and in our society, and the right to privacy, as well as life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

Movie and Panel Discussion
Rice Cinema - JJTyingthe Knot"

On Friday, October 14 @ 7 pm, the Rice University Cinema (University
Blvd. At Stockton Drive) will host the movie Tying the Knot. This
documentary focuses on the personal stories of two couples. In both of
these cases, when one partner dies, the lack of legal protections for the
survivor multiplies the tragedy. A moderated audience discussion will follow
the viewing.



Community Calendar
Saturday and Sunday, October 22-23

Halloween Magic: Despoerate Montrose Housewives - Evenings of
laughter, hope and caring, supporting Houston's AIDS charities. For more
information, www.halloweenmagic.org

Sunday, October 23 @ 2 pm

Equality Vigil: No Tragedy In November, Spotts Park, 401 S. Heights
Blvd., Houston. For more info www.familyeguality.org
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