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Another Year at Dignity
Bill Moon
DHN Editor

Please watch your mailboxes for news of an
upcoming Special Meeting on February 2 in which
members will vote on an important amendment to
our Articles of Incorporation. Voting in favor of
this amendment will enable Dignity/Houston to
retain our tax-exempt status. All members in
good standing as of December 31, 2001 are
eligible to vote. See inside for more news on the
ballot. Have a great month! .:.

Razed Catholic
What We Do For Others Is Who We Are

Joe Quinn
DH President

Dignity/Houston has just completed one of its busiest
holiday seasons ever. We should all be proud of the
fact that much of our effort and activity had to do with
sharing and giving of ourselves under the D/H banner.
Some of the photos in this issue reflect the spirit of
generosity that dominated the month of December for
many D/H members.

At our annual "Caroling at Kroger's" event, a small but
hardy band of choristers helped to fill an entire van
with groceries and personal hygiene items that were
donated to the Stone Soup Pantry. The estimated value
was over $1,000! This is in addition to the ongoing
collection and monthly delivery of goods offered to
Stone Soup by our members. Jim LeBlanc and Robert
Giesberg have kept this tradition alive and kicking over
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CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP

Membership is $45 for individuals and
$84 for couples. We will g@Q!y help
anyone who needs assistance paying.
Your membership demonstrates a
commitment to furthering our goals and
supporting local activities. To update
your directory info, or for any questions,
contact Joe Quinn at (713) 862-5909
or jquinn@pdq.net.

SATURDAY MASS

We celebrate mass Saturday nights at
7:30 p.m. See our Schedule of Events
for info on special services.

Date Presider Host

Andrew01/05 Fr. Don

01/12 Fr. Edd,ie*

01/19 Fr. Paul

01/26 Fr. Frank

Richard

Bill

Joe

* Fr. Eddie will be available for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 7pm

SUNDAY SERVICES

Join us on select Sundays at 5:30 p.m.

01/06 Fr. Bill T Phil

01/20 Fr. Bill T Phil

GOT SOMETHING To
SAY?

We want to hear from you! This
newsletter is the voice of ALL our
members - and first-time submissions
are highly encouraged. Please submit
articles and news items by the third
Saturday of the month. Mail to Bill
Moon, DHN, PO Box 667235, Houston TX
77266, or email tomoonmedia@usa.net
or submit through the web site by
logging on to www.dignityhouston.org

Razed Catholic continued from page 1

the years.

Our annual Christmas Party was once again an
opportunity to replenish D/H's St. Stephen's Fund. Over
the years this fund, initiated and administered by Jose
Solis and John Truax, has been a reliable source of
support for members in need of short-term financial
assistance.

And in 2001 we were privileged to start a new D/H
tradition: "adopting" a needy family under the auspices
of the Associated Catholic Charities of the Galveston-
Houston Diocese. Our acceptance as an official
sponsoring organization represents a high point in our
growth and efforts to connect with other communities.
I for one had a ball shopping and wrapping presents for
"our" family--a single mom and her four sons, ages
eight months to nine years, and I look forward to this
event again in 2002. We all owe Len Cazares special
thanks for initiating and coordinating this effort for
D/H.

These were just a few of the more visible activities,
but, of course, we know that it takes hundreds of
small, often unnoticed contributions and sacrifices from
many members and friends to sustain the body and
spirit of D/H over the long haul.

Who cleans the Center every week? Who makes the
bank deposit and pays the bills? Who picks up the mail?
Who launders the vestments and altar linens? Who
schedules the presiders and musicians? Who changes
the liturgical colors and seasonal decors? Who bakes
the Eucharistic bread? Who publishes the newsletter
every month and maintains our website?

We are blessed that we have members who are willing
to extend their generosity beyond their personal needs,
by supporting D/H and, especially during this special
season, supporting others in need outside he D/H
family.

Thank you; you represent the true spirit of Christmas
and Dignity! .:. I

January Birthdays
19 Bill G

23 Kevin K

27 Keith P
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Holidays with
Dignity

Among Holiday Activities were
the annual Caroling at

Krogers (right and middle),
an Advent Retreat (bottom
right) and our first Adopt a

Family Gift Program (below).
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Book Discussion Group
Dignity Houston has announced a slate of four works for its 2002 Book Discussion series. The
books examine the relationship between homosexuality and spirituality. Each book-and the
series as a whole-is intended to help us explore and better understand our natures as spiritually
blessed and active GLBT persons. Long-time Dignity member and newsletter columnist George
Wetzel will lead the quarterly discussions. The first session will be held on Friday, January 25,
2002 at 7:30 p.m., and will examine The Church and the Homosexual by John J. McNeill
(Beacon Press, Fourth Edition, 1993).

NOICE OF SPECIAL MEETING AND VOTE REQUIRED BY
MEMBERS OF DIGNITY/HOUSTON, INC.

At the regular meeting of the Dignity/Houston, Inc., Board of Trustees, held December 17, 2001, a resolution
was passed amending the Articles of Incorporation originally filed with the Secretary of State of Texas on
September 3, 1985.

The corporation's members are hereby respectfully requested to approve and
ratify the amended Articles at a

Special Meeting held Saturday, February 2, 2002, at 8:30 p.m.
at the Dignity Center, 1307 Yale Street, Houston, Texas.

Background
As a condition for approval of our reapplication for Recognition of Exemption Under Section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code, the IRS is requiring that we replace the current Article 4.04, regarding dissolution of
the Corporation and distribution of assets, with an Article containing their approved and recommended
language. The two Articles are shown side-by-side below.

Articles

Existing Article 4.04 Proposed Article 4.04
Upon dissolution of the Corporation or the Upon dissolution of this corporation all
winding up of its affairs, the assets of the remaining assets shall be distributed for one or
Corporation shall be distributed exclusively to more exempt purposes within the meaning or
organizations which would then qualify under Section SOl(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code Code, or corresponding section of any future
and its Regulations as they now exist or as Federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the
they may hereafter be amended. Federal government, or to a state or local

government, for a public purpose.

Action
• Please read the two Articles printed above. The one on the left shows the exact wording of the existing

Article 4.04. The one on the right shows the exact wording of the new Article 4.04 proposed by the IRS.
• You must be a member in good standing as of December 31, 2001, in order to be eligible to vote.
• Ballots will be mailed to all members. Ballots also will be available at the Special Meeting.
• You may either return the ballot by mail to Dignity/Houston, POBox 66821, Houston TX 77266 OR bring

to the Special Meeting.
• Ballots submitted by mail must be received at our PO Box by 3:00 P.M. Friday, February 1, 2002.
• The proposed amendment is adopted upon receiving two-thirds of the votes which members present, in

person or by proxy, are entitled to cast on Saturday, February 2, 2002.
• If adopted, the amended Articles of Incorporation will be filed with the Secretary of State of Texas.
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www.dignityhouston.org

www.dignityusa.org

Schedule of Events Taking Responsibility
WEEKLY MASS AND DINNER

SATURDAYS

7:30 P.M.

We gather for mass each
Saturday night and then go to
dinner at a variety of restaurants.
Join us!

George Wetzel
DHN Columnist

First, let me share a serious thought I had in the closing
days of 2001:

Pray that the leaders of Jewish, Christian, and Muslim
religions will look more closely in 2002 to the true message
of their founders. Fear, terror, intolerance, and hatred do
not characterize these noble religions - but the specter of
death, destruction, and deceit has risen to new levels since
the spectacular martyrdom of September 11, 2001. The
very future of monotheism may rest on your willingness to
embrace tolerance, openness, honest dialogue, and respect
for the beliefs and consciences of all human beings on the
planet.

On a lighter, but related note, I'd like to share my
amusement at the ad placed in the New York Times in
November by the Catholic League for Religious and Civil
Rights. The ad sought to claim that it is a lie to claim the
Catholic Church is repressive. Well, that clearly depends on
just who you are.

Has the Catholic Church repressed the civil rights of lesbian
and gay human beings in this country by supporting
repressive laws (sodomy), banning the acknowledgement of
our relationships as valid, and stubbornly refused to admit
the important role that condoms play in the war against
AIDS? In my view, it is yes to all of the above. And, is
there more?

ROSARY

FIRST FRIDAYS

7:30 P.M.

Join us to recite the rosary on the
first Friday of each month.

SUNDAY MASSES

JANUARY 6 AND 20
5:30 P.M.

Fr. Bill presides.

LABYRINTH WALK OF PEACE

SATURDAY - JANUARY 12
9:00 A.M. THRU 1:00 P.M.

Dominican Sisters present a
morning of prayer at 6501
Almeda Road, Houston. For info,
phone (713) 747-3310.

BOARD MEETING

MONDAY - JANUARY 21
7:30 P.M.

All are welcome to attend. Indeed, in my view, the attempt by some in the Church to
categorize homosexual human beings as "intrinsically
disordered" is an attempt to lower us to a less than human
status. Why would hey want to do that? Well, to excuse
their ignorance, bigotry, and hatred for sexual diversity and
to scapegoat a class of human beings for their own fumbled
attempts to "save the family" from divorce, birth control,
spousal abuse, and honesty about sexual diversity.

So, gentle reader, pray that 2002 will bring honest and
compassionate reflection by religious leaders and not more
of the "Catholic League" hoping to create sympathy for
bigotry and hatred. .:.

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

FRIDAY - JANUARY 25
7:30 P.M.

DHN columnist George Wetzel
leads a discussion of John J.
McNeill's book The Church and the
Homosexual.

SPECIAL MEETING/VOTE

SATURDAY - FEBRUARY 2
8:30 P.M.

Vote held at special meeting
immediately after mass on
proposed change to articles of
incorporation.
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DHN
PO Box 667235
Houston, Texas 77266

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Special
Membership

Meeting
Saturday,

February 25
8:30 P.M.
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Dignltl/Houston, Inc.
is a not for profit organization dedicated to

the spiritual welfare of gay and lesbian
CatholiCS and friends. All are invited to our

religious services and social gatherings.

Dignity Center: 1307 Yale,
Houston Heights
PO Box 66821,
Houston TX 77266
(713} 880-2872

Mall:

Phone:\..

Memberships: Individuals I $45 year
Couples I $84 Year

The Board of Trustees meets monthly.
All are welcome to attend.

President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Trustee:
Trustee:
Trustee:

Joe Quinn
Richard Cole
t{evin Kelly
Bill Moon
Greg Gondron
Andrew Meinen
Keith Popp

We are many parts; we are all one body.

Dignity/U5A
Web-site:
E-mail:
Mall:

www.dignltyusa.org
dignity@aol.com
1500 Massachusetts
Ave NW Suite 11
Washington DC 20005

Phone: (800) 877-8797

Dignity/Houston Media
publishes a monthly newsletter and

maintains a web site for our community.
We welcome reader's input.

Editor:
Write Us:

Bill Moon
moonmedia@usa.net
PO Box 667235,
Houston TX 77266
(713) 526-3619

A Season of Reflection
Bill Moon
DHN Editor

We have a full Lenten program planned for members
this year - beginning with mass every Saturday and
Sunday, a Healing Service, a Lenten Retreat,
Holy Week Services, and culminating with our
annual Easter Pot-Luck Dinner.

In April, the first Dignity/USA Reg:onal Conference
will be held in San Antonio - see inside for details on
registration and accommodations.

Finally, Joe Quinn and George Wetzel offer insights
on issues facing not only our chapter but Catholics
across the nation.

Have a peaceful season, and please keep both our
chapter and our sisters and brothers nationwide in
your prayers. .:.

Razed Catholic
Losing Our Faculties

Joe Quinn
DH President

It's sad when a few misguided people in an
organization supposedly dedicated to providing spiritual
nourishment to the shunned, condemned, and
marginalized become self-righteous enough to shun,
condemn, and marginalize its own.

Sound familiar? That could be a powerful faction of the
CathOlic Church and its attitude toward the GLBT
communities. Could it also describe a part of
Dignity/Houston, an organization dedicated to healing
the wounds of gays and lesbians shut out from

Razed Qltho/iC continued on page 2

Or Call:

Web-Site: www.dignityhouston,org

Opinions expressed are not necessarily
those of the editor, Dignity/Houston,

Dignity/USA, or the Roman Catholic Church.
Publications of names and/or orqanlzations
should not be construed as an indication of

sexual orientation.



We want to hear from you! This
newsletter is the voice of ALL our
members - and first-time submissions
are highly encouraged. Pleasesubmit
articles and news items by the third
Saturday of the month. Mail to Bill
Moon, DHN, PO Box 667235, Houston TX
77266, or email tomoonmedia@usa.net
or submit through the web site by
logging on to www.dignityhouston.org

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP

Membership is $45 for individuals and
$84 for couples. We will 9.!M.!¥ help
anyone who needs assistance paying.
Your membership demonstrates a
commitment to furthering our goals and
supporting local activities. To update
your directory info, or for any questions,
contact Joe Quinn at (713) 862-5909
or jquinn@pdg.net.

SATURDAY MASS

We celebrate mass Saturday nights at
7:30 p.m. See our Schedule of Events
for info on special services.

Date Presider Host

03/02 Fr. Don Richard

03/09 TBA TBA

03/16 Fr. Paul Joe

03/23 Fr. Frank TBA

03/30 Fr. Don Joe

SUNDAY SERVICES

Join us on select Sundays at 5:30 p.m.

03/03 Fr. Bill T Phil

03/10 Fr. Bill T Phil

03/17* Fr. Bill T Phil

03/24 Fr. Bill T Phil

(*Lenten Retreat on 03/17 at 2 p.m.)

GOT SOMETHING To
SAY?

Razed catholic continued on page 3

practicing their faith on Catholic ground?

Dignity/Houston is in the midst of a controversy over
who is suitable or qualified to minister to us. Apparently
we've lost one member and one regular visitor as a result
of this controversy. The Board has wrestled with this
issue for several months based on informal, private
feedback to one or more members, yet no community
member has spoken out in public, or written a letter, or
come forward to address the Board about this at one of
our regular monthly meetings.

This type of controversy is not new at D/H. We offer a
"service" several Sunday's a month with another presider
classified as "without faculties." Apparently, as long as
this service is segregated from our mainstream activities
and attracts as little attention to itself as possible, no one
minds. But try to integrate the marginal with the
mainstream or accept the participation of a wounded
healer into our midst, and, my, how the fans start to
flutter!

I can understand honest, open questioning of our
decisions and poltcles, The Board welcomes your input
and opinion--every meeting is open to all members and
announced in our newsletter and after Mass. If you want
to participate in the process of guiding and nurturing our
organization, you need to take a stand--and that means
saying what you think to one an all, not whispering in the
pews or gossiping over dinner.

Here are a few of the questions the D/H Board is
struggling with:

• Can a priest "without faculties" (legitimately)
celebrate Mass?

• Can a priest "without faculties" (legitimately)
consecrate the bread and wine?

• Can a priest "without faculties" (legitimately) hear
confession and grant absolution?

Leave out the word "legitimately" (or the preferred
Canonical term, "licitly") and the answer to each question
is yes. But apparently the question of legitimacy is
important to some of our members, and they may well
have valid reasons. Their concerns might include:

• Would the Bishop be inclined, to forbid "licit"
priests from mingling with the "illicit" and thus

Razed catholic continued on page 3



Razed catholic continued from page 2

curtail their ministry to D/H?

• Would D/H be liable legally if someone
confessed a crime during an "illicit"
confession?

These are not easy questions to answer since
none of us is trained in Canon Law, and going
to the ultimate source for answers might well
create even more tension within our
organization.

Have we gotten too comfortable with our
existence under the cloak of "benign neglect"?
There are no doubt Dignity chapters with no
access to priest-presiders at all, and therefore
any sacraments. There are certainly chapters
(Dallas for one), that as a result of Diocesan
threats feel privileged to have "non-canonical"
presiders (as D/H itself once welcomed them
in its early "pre-legitimate" days). What would
D/H's members do if we found ourselves in
similar circumstances today? Even in the
present circumstances, can we afford to shun
someone who comes freely to minister to us
based on a narrow interpretation of "Canon
law," or worse, personal tastes and
preferences regarding liturgical style? No.
That is my personal response, just so you will
know where I stand. Law is an important
underpinning of any community, but in the
Community of Christ, should clerical law come
before faith and sacraments? I think not.

We join an organization like D/H because we
are not beholden to Rome. We reject their
sinner label. We defy their command to
remain celibate. And yet some are willing to
accept their rules about who is legitimately
capable of consecrating of our bread and wine
or absolving our sins.

If a Bishop says our sexual orientation makes
us "intrinSically disordered" and our
expressions of physical love are "inherently
evil," we defiantly shout "NO"! But if a Bishop
says "I am taking away Father So-and-so's
faculties and I forbid him from ministering to
you," should we kneel and kiss his ring?

Rather than welcome a wounded healer (a

reflection of ourselves?) into our midst, some
choose to walk away and into the very .

..establishments where the shepherds preach the
Vatican's line or remain silent as they go about- -
their duties, but where all the "rules" are
outwardly followed.

A few questions come to mind:

• How much of our demand for "legitimacy"
in ministry is a reflection of our desire to
avoid contemplating our own "illegitimacy"
in the eyes of the official church?

• How much of our shunning of brokenness
is a reflection of our own desire to avoid
contemplating our own wounds suffered at
the hands of church and society?

Dignity is built on a paradox: we would not exist if
it were not for being rejected and locked out. It is
not surprising that a paradox defines our internal
workings: a desire to assert our theological
"outlaw" status side-by-side with a desire to claim
for ourselves a theologically pure program and
environment. Our challenge is to make our
community live and grow in spite of this paradox;
to make the tension creative and not destructive.

My final thoughts:

• What message are we sending to both
friends and enemies inside the Catholic
Church if we shun a priest--straight or gay,
legitimate or illegitimate--who has the
courage to preach the Word to us?

• What message are we sending to priests
and their leaders--openly gay or closeted--
who are struggling to integrate their
sexuality and to those who seek examples
of acceptance and inclusion?

• How can ever expect our allies within the
Church to fight for change when they see -
us turning against ourselves the very same
weapons of oppression that unenlightened
elements in that Church have used against
us for so long?

Now, let the membership speak. (.

••••••Ul\. . t\1I ••••....,1'\1'\"". f"t ":)



BOOK DISCUSSION
GROUP

Friday, April 26; 2002
Dignity Center

7:30 p.m.

Spiritual Direction and
the Gay Person

by James L. Empereur,
SJ.

Discussion Leader:
George Wetzel, DHN

Columnist

Empereur, who writes for
both spiritual directors and

directees, argues for the right
of the "gay person to have a
spiritual life," and believes

that gay spirituality in
spiritual direction is a "gift.".

Daniel Helminiak and Robert
Nugent have highly praised

this work for laying out a path
that gays may travel from
faith in community to faith

deeply embedded in personal
spiritual growth.

This book will be both useful
and inspiring for anyone

looking for a way to deepen
his or her faith and self-

awareness through
sympathetic directed study

and prayer.

REGIONAL CONFERENCE
Dignity/USA is moving forward with plans for the first

regional conference for 2002:

BIRTHDAYS

March 3
. March 4

March 25
March 30

Joel A
Fr. Frank
AIC·
Jim M

"We Shall Not Be Silent: Conferences for GLBT
Catholics, our Families, Friends and Supporters

sponsored by Dignity/USA"

April 12-14. Crockett Hotel. San Antonio. TX
Keynote Speaker: Sr. Jeannine Gramick, SL

The conference will offer opportunities for prayer, education,
networking, as well as the chance to dialogue with leaders of
Dignity/USA. For detailed info, visit www.dignityusa.org.

EARLY REGISTRATION (BEFORE MARCH 25)
• Dignity Members $SO.OO/Person
• All Others $95.00/Person

REGULAR REGISTRATION (AFTER MARCH 25)
• Dignity Members $90.00/Person
• All Others $105.00/Person

ACCOMODATIONS
• Crockett Hotel (SOO)292-1050
• Special Dignity Rate $95/room

If you've ever wondered, "What can I do to make the Church
a better place for everyone," these conferences are for you!

Come, pray, learn, and discuss your experiences with others
who share your joys and concerns.

Plan now to attend. These will be great opportunities for the
Dignity family to gather and embrace our future together as
family.

Members of the National Board of Directors will be in
attendance at both conferences and look forward to the
opportunity to realize the re-Imaqlned Dignity with all who
come to San Antonio and Buffalo.

Dignity/USA
1500 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 11
. Washington, DC 20005

SOO-S77-S797

www.DignityUSA.org

dignity@aol.com



Schedule of Events·
WEEKLY MASS AND DINNER

SATURDAYS

7:30 P.M.

We gather for mass each Saturday
night and then go to dinner at a
variety of restaurants. Join us!

ROSARY

FIRST FRIDAYS

7:30 P.M.

Join us to recite the rosary on the
first Friday of each month.

SUNDAY MASSES

MARCH 3, 10, 17, AND 24
5:30 P.M.

Fr. Bill presides each week during
Lent.

LENTEN RETREAT

SUNDAY - MARCH 17
2:00 P.M.

Fr. Bill Tarter will host a retreat
from 2 - 5:30 p.m., followed by the
regular Sunday service.

BOARD MErnNG

MONDAY - MARCH 18
7:30 P.M.

All are welcome to attend.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

MARCH 28, 29, AND 30
7:30 P.M.

Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and
the Easter vigil.

EAsTER POT-lucK DINNER

SUNDAY - MARCH 31
Meet at 3 p.m. - Eat at 4 p.m.

BooK DISCUSSION GROUP

FRIDAY - APRIL 26
.7:30 P.M.

OHNcolumnist George Wetzel leads
a discussion of James Empereur's
book Spiritual Direction and the Gay
Person.

Taking Responsibility
George Wetzel
DHN Columnist

Gentle reader, I have to express my frustration, manger, and
disbelief at a story I began to comment on last month. When does
the Church truly recognize their depth and extent of the scandal of a
ranking cardinal and five bishops involved in the concealment, denial,
and insensitivity to the plight of victims of sexual pedophilia? I have
read more than I care to about how they are all "human" and subject
to purely human foibles. The very same might be said about the
leaders at Enron, or any number of dramatic and tragic betrayals of
trust and faith in those hOlding high office.

Unless we are to join in the obvious dysfunction and denial of the
church, we must question and challenge their motivations and
authority. For thirty years, leaders in the church have been raising
the challenge that we are intrinsically disordered, while at the same
time being unwilling and unable to look at the clear dysfunction
within the priesthood and, more than likely, among the hierarchy.

Yes, the church is only here to be religious beacon to bring us to
salvation through Jesus Christ, but their blind spots toward modern
views of women, gays, birth control, and divorce, for example, leave
them open to questions of integrity and honesty.

I fear there is a growing tension in this church of ours: tension
between those I management (bishops and above) and those in the
trenches of clinical experience (priests, nuns, and religious). Some
of the former are as out of touch with reality as Kenneth Lay. And,
the latter are struggling with realities that their superiors seem
unable or unwilling to comprehend.

And, among us in the pews, the tensions grow between the haves
and have-nots; between the gay and the non-gay; between women
who want to contribute to the church and those men who are
determined to frustrate them in the name of Christ.

Ask yourself these two questions:

• If there were women in the power structure of the church,
would they have "covered up" the corruption of pedophilia in
the priesthood?

• Would women have defended the priesthood from honest
examination, investigation, and criticism to "defend the
church?"

Listen carefully to what is said ...but verify with that they do.

P. S. Let us all pray for the martyred soul of Daniel Pearl and for his
family ...fear, hatred, and murder can never be the marks of any true
religion!
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DHN
POBox 667235
Houston, Texas 77266

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LENTEN RETREATwith Bill Tarter
Sunday, March 17, 2002 at 2 p.m.
Bill will lead us through readings and discussion

of selected Lenten/Easter Scriptures.

We will focus on the theme of listening and obeying the
Word of God in our own lives. Lent is a time that prepares us
to celebrate the Resurrection. That preparation involves our
own willingness to reflect on our lives and see where we are
not listening and what we should do about that. It is a time
to ponder God's great mercy, the example of Christ, and the
renewal of the Holy Spirit. With these events we are able to

truly celebrate being made a new creation in the
Resurrection of Christ.

There will be time for private reflection and
journaling.

Mass will follow at 5:30 P.M.
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We are many parts; we are all one body.

Dignity/Houston. Inc.
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the spiritual welfare of gay and lesbian
Catholics and friends. All are invited to our
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Dignity Center: 1307 Yale,
Houston Heights

Mail: PO Box 66821,
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The Board of Trustees meets monthly.
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Kevin Kelly
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Andrew Meinen
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Dignity/Houston Media
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Write Us:

Bill Moon
moonmedia@usa.net
PO Box 667235,
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Opinions expressed are not necessarily those
of the editor, Dignity/Houston, Dignity/USA,

or the Roman Catholic Church.
Publications of names and/or organizations
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sexual orientation.

This Month at Dignity ...
Bill Moon
DHN Editor

President Joe Quinn asked me to pass along thanks to
everyone who participated in our Lenten and Easter
activities for helping make a memorable and spiritual
experience for all who attended.

This month, DHN Columnist George Wetzel is off to
San Antonio to attend the Regional Conference.
Later this month, he will host our quarterly Book
Discussion Group.

Finally, please keep Fr. Frank in your prayers as he
recuperates from some health problems. His letter to
the community is printed inside.

Peaceto all.

Taking Responsibility
Speaking of "Disordered"

George Wetzel
DHN Columnist

As the pope released a letter with a few brief remarks
on the pedophilia scandal still ravaging this church and
its leader's ability to lead, several sentences inserted in
a letter called for penance for the "mystery of evil" and
called it a horrendous sin.

As a very limited opening toward dialogue, discussion,
and reexamination of what causes such a "problem" to
raise its ugly head at least fifteen years after experts
believed the problem as adequately defined and taken
care of by those in authority, we shall see.

I will spell out five areas of concern that should be
addressed by the pope, or a general council if he is not

Taking R.esponsibility continued on page 2



CHAPTER
MEMBERSHIP

Membership is $45 for individuals
and $84 for couples. We will 9lsill!¥
help anyone who needs assistance
paying. Your membership
demonstrates a commitment to
furthering our goals and supporting
local activities. To update your
directory info, or for any questions,
contact Joe Quinn at (713) 862-
5909 or jquinn@pdg.net.

SATURDAY MASS

We celebrate mass Saturday nights
at 7:30 p.m. See our Schedule ot
Events for info on special services.

Date Presider Host

04/06 Fr. Don Bill

04/13 Fr. Paul Andrew

04/20 Fr. Maurice Joe

04/27 TBA Kevin

SUNDAY SERVICES

Join us on select Sundays at 5:30
p.m.

04/07 Fr. Bill T Phil

04/t4 Fr. Bill T Phil

GOT SOMETHING To
SAY?

We want to hear from you! This
newsletter is the voice of All our
members - and first-time
submissions are highly encouraged.
Please submit articles and news
items by the third Saturday of the
month. Mail to Bill,Moon, DHN, PO
Box 667235, Houston TX 77266, or
email to moonmedia@usa.net or
through the web site by logging on
to www.dignityhouston.org

Taking Responsibility continued from page 1

up to the task. Honesty, transparency, full disclosure, and an
end to the anti-democratic spirit of many in the church need
careful examination and reevaluation.

ONE, amid all the voices raised to defend the church and the
priesthood from examining the requirement of celibacy, I
found universal acceptance of the notion that "studies show no
correlation between celibacy and pedophilia." Well, well, well,
they do use "studies" to justify certain things! What studies
does the church use, encourage, and direct to get the
truth/facts about current sexual behaviors and practices?

TWO, if they insist on confusing pedophilia with
homosexuality, then their burden as church leaders must be to
explain how they are alike and how they are distinct.

THREE, if the Vatican can decree that homosexuals are
"intrinsically disordered" then they have the burden of showing
all Catholics and the world just how they arrived at this
absurdity at the very end of the twentieth century, when they
had nothing to add t the discussion beyond warmed over
misinterpretation of scripture and virulent homophobia.

FOUR,whatever the role of Jesus Christ is in this modern
world, how many confirmed patriarchs still personally believe
that women cannot and should not be a vital integrated and
fully functioning part of all the church?

FIVE, if pedophilia is a sin and an iniquity and "horrendous"
then what of the sin of those who concealed and covered up
and hid behind "I did not know about that," or "that is covered
by a confidentiality agreement," or "this is in the area of
individual conscience and I cannot comment," to protect and
defend not only the individual priest but more movingly, to
protect their assets, reputation, and public reactions.

Let me conclude with the last paragraph of Maureen Dowd's
essay in the New York Times for Sunday, March 24, 2002:

In a weird way, celibacy italicizes sex and installs an
obsession with sex at the very heart of the identity of the
priesthood. The one place the church needs to go to save
itself - shedding its dysfunctional all-male, all-celibate, all-
closed culture - is the one place it is unwilling to go.

Three Hail Marys and two Our Fathers will, not be enough.

Happy Easter to all of you who believe that Christ truly rose
from the dead for all human beings.

DHN • April 2002. Page 2
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Dignity National
Addresses Abuse Scandal
Marianne Duddy
DUSA Executive Director

Washington, DC,AprilS, 2002. - The Board
of Directors of Dignity/USA, the nation's

. largest organization of gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgendered (GLBT) Catholics, met here
this weekend and devoted much of its meeting
to issues raised by the clergy sex abuse
scandal unfolding in the Catholic Church. The
following statement was issued at the
conclusion of the Dignity Board's deliberations.

"As leaders of Dignity/USA, we once again
express our profound sorrow to all who have
been affected by the clergy sex abuse scandal
in the Catholic Church. In particular, we reach
out to those who suffered abuse by priests,
those whose complaints were disregarded or
dismissed by bishops, and all whose faith has
been shaken by the ongoing revelations of the
abuses of power in our Church. We call on our
leaders to respond honestly and fully to this
crisis, to ensure that their actions are
motivated by care for their people and
consistent with Christian compassion, and to
commit to comprehensive reforms that will
prevent further harm to vulnerable people. We
believe that all allegations of sexual abuse by
priests or other Church personnel should be
referred to the proper legal authorities for
iiwestigation in a timely manner, and that
Church officials should cooperate fully with
civil authorities in the resolution of criminal
complaints at all times.

"Dignity/USA is saddened and angered by
continued efforts by some in our Church to
deflect concerns about sexual abuse and the
decades of cover-up by Church officials by
laying blame for these problems with gay
priests. We recognize and affirm the
dedication and commitment of the many fine
gay priests who have served and who, with

Dignity/USA is the nation's oldest and foremost
organization of gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgendered Catholics, their famllies, friends
and supporters. Founded in 1969, it is an
independent nonprotit, with members and
Chapters throughout the US.

integrity, continue to serve Roman Catholics
around the world. A priest's sexual orientation-is

..irrelevant.to his ability to fulfill his responsibilities
as a minister of the Gospel. We urge our Church
leaders to ensure that their responses to the
current crisis are consistent with this fact.

"The Board of Directors of Dignity/USA reaffirms
our belief that sexuality is a gift from God, and to
the exercise of sexuality in an ethically
responsible manner, consistent with Dignity/USA's
Statement of Position and Purpose. Further, we
commend to our members Dignity/USA resolution
H-12-0885, affirmed in 1985, that states, in part,
'[We], the members of Dignity, believe it is

imperative to maintain an age of consent in order
to exercise one's sexuality in an ethically
responsible manner; further, we believe that
children, during their formative years, should be
free from undue sexual influence of a
heterosexual or homosexual nature.'

"Finally, we commit ourselves to providing
whatever resources and leadership we as
Dignity/USA can offer to help resolve this crisis in
a way that builds a more just Church. As an
organization, we have over 30 years' experience
in creating small faith communities that nurture
individuals who have been hurt or rejected by the
Church. We have assisted tens of thousands of
people to develop a healthy sense of sexuality
that is based in Catholic values, and have
advocated for the development of a more mature
and realistic sexual ethic within our Church.
Dignity/USA is willing to share our experience with
others. We extend this offer to victims and
survivors of sexual abuse, to their families, and to .
our Church."



BOOK DISCUSSION
GROUP

Friday, April 26, 2002
Dignity Center

7:30 p.m,

Spiritual Oirection and
the Gay Person

by James L. Empereur,
S.J.

Discussion Leader:
George Wetzel, DHN

Columnist

Empereur, who writes for
both spiritual directors and

directees, argues for the right
of the "gay person to have a
spiritual life," and believes

that gay spirituality in
spiritual direction is a "gift."

Daniel Helminiak and Robert
Nugent have highly praised

this work for laying out a path
that gays may travel from
faith in community to faith

deeply embedded In personal
spiritual growth.

This book will be both useful
and inspiring for anyone

looking fora way to deepen
his or her faith and self-

awareness through
sympathetic directed study

and prayer.

Community Events
Dancin'

John Truax and Jose Solis
DH Members

The Texas Tap Ensemble, Houston's leading non-profit, pre-
professional dance company for Houston area youth will open it's
2002 season at Heinen Theatre. TTEconcerts are fun, entertaining,
and energetic.

TTE will present "Dancin'" on April 12, 2002 at 8:00 p.m. and April
13, 2002 at 2:00 & 8:00 p.m. at the Heinen Theatre. The evening
will reveal the clever brilliance of Broadway choreographer and
Texas Tap Ensemble's ArtistiC Director, Paula Sloan.

The evening is a retrospective of Texas Tap Ensemble's signature
pieces. The concert will showcase such wonderful musical numbers
as: " Go into Your Dance", "Varsity Drag", "Sing, Sing, Sing", and
"Les Tableaux". The concert will showcase the amazing dancing
and performing talents of the Texas Tap Ensemble. The TTE is a
dance ensemble comprised of Houston area children between the
ages of 8 and 18. The TTEdancers have gone on to attend some of
this country's most prestigious dance and musical theater
universities. TTE alum has already performed with such
distinguished groups as the Houston Grand Opera and the f

International Tour of Tap Dogs.

Members of the Texas Tap Ensemble have studied with the Jose
Limon Dance Company, Broadway Theater Project, Alvin Ailey
Dance Company and Julliard Summer Program. In the summer of
1999, The Texas Tap Ensemble was given the opportunity to be a
part of the International Tanzommer Dance Festival in Innsbruck,
Austria.

The TTE will perform Sing, Sing, Sing in their. upcoming concert
oenctn. This piece received rave reviews, eight curtain calls,
standing ovations and played to sold-out theaters on its European
Tour with the International Tanzommer Dance Festival in
Innsbruck, Austria in 1999. The TTE will also perform "Canada
Dance" which debuted in Ontario, Canada in June of 1998 when the
company performed with a Scottish Step Dance Company .TTE will
also restage its toe-tapping numbers, such as a tap version of
"Little Swans" from "Swan Lake". " Daneln' to is comprised of many
of the TTE's classics, that the audiences have found to be a toe-
tapping, show-stopping experience!

Truax and Solis are longtime Dignity members, and
Solis is a past Board Secretary. For more information
on the concert, contact them at (281) 589-1301.

DHN • April 2002 • Page 4



II.~
I ...

Schedule of Events
WEEKLY MASS AND DINNER

SATURDAYS

7:30 P.M,

We gather for mass each Saturday
night and then go to dinner at a
variety of restaurants. Join us!

ROSARY

FIRST FRIDAYS

7:30 P.M.

Join us to recite the rosary on the
first Friday of each month.

. SUNDAY MASSES

APRIL 7 AND 21
5:30 P.M.

Fr. Bill presides.

REGIONA~ CONFERENCE

APRIL 12 - 14
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

Keynote Speaker: Sr. Jeannine
Grammick.

BOARD MEETING

MONDAY - APRIL 22
7:30 P.M.

All are welcome to attend.

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

FRIDAY - APRIL 26
7:30 P.M.

DHN columnist George Wetzel leads
a discussion of James Empereur's
book Spiritual Direction and the Gay
Person.

BIRTHDAYS

April 9 Fr. Don
April 15 LisaG
April15 MikeT

April 4, 2002

Dear Joe and Dignity Community,

It is with regret that I must inform
you that I cannot at this time
continue to celebrate the Eucharist
for/with by brothers and sisters of
the Dignity Community.

I had considered taking a break a
few months a go but changed my
mind after talking it over with a
friend. But now I feel I have no
choice. I need to be replaced
immediately.

I have a chronic health problem and
it began to affect me in a big way
about three weeks ago. I have had
to rest a lot and to be more careful
with my life. I just need to be really
careful and hopefully by body will
respond. I just do not have the
endurance that I had before my
problem began.

Hopefully, with your prayers and
that of the Community, this will
pass. And I hope to be able to
return as a Celebrant soon. I really
enjoy being with the Dignity Family
and love you all very much. Please
keep me on your E-mail and mailing
list. And please pray for me.

God bless you a",
Love,

(Fr) Frank Jones

DHN • April 2002. Page 5



DHN
PO Box 667235
Houston, Texas 77266

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
Friday, April 26, 2002

7:30 p.m.
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Dignity/Houston. In,.
is a not for profit organization dedicated to

the spiritual welfare of gay and lesbian
Catholics and friends. All are invited to our

religious services and social gatherings.

Dignity Center: 1307 Yale,
Houston Heights

Mail: PO Box 66821,
Houston TX 77266

Phone: (713)880-2872

Memberships: Individuals I $45 year
Couples I $84 Year

The Board of Trustees meets monthly.
All are welcome to attend.

President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Trustee:
Trustee:
Trustee:

Joe Quinn
Richard COle
Kevin Kelly
Bill Moon
Greg Gondron
Andrew Meinen
Keith Popp

June 2002

Weare many parts; we are all one body.

Dignity/USA
Web-site:
E-mail:
Mail:

www.dignityusa.orq
dignity@aol.com
1500 Massachusetts
Ave NW Suite 11
Washington DC 20005

Phone: (800)877-8797

Dignity /Houston Media
publishes a monthly newsletter and

maintains a web site for our community. We
welcome reader's input.

Editor:
Write Us:

Bill Moon
moonmedja@eyl.net
PO Box 667235,
Houston TX 77266
(713) 526-3619
www.dignityhouston.org

This Month at Dignity •••
Bill Moon
DHN Editor

June is pride month, and inside we have a listing of
various events around the city, including our Pride
Service/Social on Sunday, June 30.

Also this month, the US Bishops meet in Dallas to
discuss the abuse scandal, and Dignity/USA and Call
to Action will each be there to observe and respond,
and Dignity/Dallas will hold a solidarity service.

Peace to all. .:.

Taking Responsibility
Bishop's Meeting in Dallas

George Wetzel
DHN Columnist

The lack of clarity, purpose, and focus of the church
leaders to the current sex-abuse scandals will, perhaps
more than anything, focus even more attention on the
meeting of the bishops in Dallas from June 13 - 15.

As late as May 23, we now learn that Archbishop
Weakland of Milwaukee has partiCipated in the cover-up
to protect the church and discourage the truth tellers
from speaking out.

There will be many eyes and ears focused on Dallas,
and there will be many there to give their twist or spin
to what happens (or doesn't happen) or to speculate on
what it all means.

Dignity/USA will be there to speak out against any
attempt to scapegoat "gays" as an excuse to deflect
the public from the fact that church leaders conspired

Taking Responsibility continued on page 2

Or call:
Web-Site:

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those
of the editor, Dignity/Houston, Dignity/USA,

or the Roman CathOlic Church.
Publications of names and/or organizations
should not be construed as an indication of

sexual orientation.



CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP

Membership Is $45 for individuals
and $84 for couples. We will ID.a.dti
help anyone who needs assistance
paying. Your membership
demonstrates a commitment to
furthering our goals and supporting
local activities. To update your
directory info, or for any questions,
contact Joe Quinn at (713) 862-
5909 or jguinn@pdq.net.

SATURDAY MASS

We celebrate mass Saturday nights
at 7:30 p.m. See our Schedule of
Events for info on special services.

Date Presider Host

06/01 Fr. Don Andrew

06/08 Fr. Paul Kevin

06/15 Fr. Maurlce Richard

06/22 Fr. Eddie Bill

06/29 Parade - No Mass

06/30 Pride Service 4 p.m.

SUNDAY SERVICES

No Sunday masses during the month
of June. We will resume in July.

GOT SOMETHING To
SAY?

We want to hear from you! This
newsletter is the voice of ALL our
members - and first-time
submissions are highly encouraged.
Pleasesubmit articles and news
items by the third Saturday of the
month. Mail to Bill Moon, DHN, PO
Box 667235, Houston TX 77266, or
email to moonmedia@ev1.net or
through the web site by logging on to
www.dignityhouston.org

Taking Responsibility continued from page 1

to conceal, deceive, and mislead authorities, parishes, and
even other church leaders about just what was afoot.
Secrecy, silence, and covert decision-making may be due for
serious questioning by all who are concerned about the
victims of this sexual abuse scandal.

Ignorance about the whole spectrum of human sexuality has
been a characteristic about our church for quite some time.
Perhaps, now we will begin to address this lack of maturity
and character development for all of us.

Please spend some time praying for the bishops gathering in
Dallas this month. At the depth of this scandal is a golden
opportunity to move from tragedy to maturity and growth
and development. And, in my opinion, this could be a period
of leadership and progress for the entire church. .:.

Dignity/Dallas to Hold Solidarity
Service
While the bishops meet nearby, Dignity/Dallas will hold a
special ecumenical service in solidarity with other gay groups
at 7 p.m. on Friday, June 14, at the MCCRCathedral of
Hope, 5910 Cedar Springs Road, Dallas, TX 75235, phone
(214) 351-1901 or (800) SOl-HOPE. .:.

Call to Action in Dallas for
Bishop's Meeting on Abuse
CTA will have a highly visible presence in Dallas when the
U.S. bishops meet to talk about the clergy sex abuse
scandal, June 13-15. CTAaims to educate people and media
on the issue of sex abuse of minors.

On Thursday, June 13, CTAwill hold a symposium on clergy
sex abuse and structural reform in the Catholic Church, to
which all Catholics are invited. Scheduled speakers include
Barbara Blaine, Survivors Network of those Abused by.
Priests; Bob McClory, author, Faithful Dissent: Men and
Women Who Love and Changed the Church; Tom Fox,
publisher, National Catholic Reporter; Jason Berry, author,
Lead Us Not Into Temptation: catholic Priests and the Sexual
Abuse of Children; Unda Pieczvnskl, former Illinois Assistant
State's Attorney, lecturer on child abuse and neglect; Mary
Ann Mueninghoff, CTA Board President. .:.
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PRIDE MONTH ACTIVITIES

~

SATURDAY, JUNE 8
GLBT FUN RUN - The Houston Montrose Athletic
Association will host its annual GLBT 5K Fun Run/Walk
at 7:30 a.m. along Memorial Drive between Sabine and
Waugh. To volunteer, or for more info, log onto
www.geocities.com/houstonpride5k1index.html. or call
Mac Crone a~(713) 661-8919, or BJ Almond at (713)
864-4120. The race benefits AsslstHers, a volunteer
organization that provides in-home support to lesbian
women with disabling Illnesses. Contributions are tax-
deductible. -

WEPNESDAY, JUNE 2§
INTERFAITH PRIDE WORSHIP SERVICE - The
diverse spiritual traditions of the GLBTcommunity will
be celebrated at this interfaith worship service. A
reception follows the service. 7-9:30 p.m.,
Congregation Beth Israel, 5600 N. Braeswood,
phone 713-466-4438, email: vschill@hcpl.net

COMFORT a JOY - This hilarious comedy by Jack
Heifner Is presented in a benefit performance for the
Pride Committee of Houston and the Gulf Coast Archive
and Museum of GLBT History. Join Scott and Tony, a
happily married gay couple, In the midst of a Christmas
disaster created by the arrival of zany members of their
respective families and an unusual fairy who teaches
the others about love, hope and forgiveness.
when: 8-10 p.m., Theatre Suburbia, 1410 W. 43rd
cost: $10
phone: 713-682-3525
fax: 713-864-0487
e-mail: tsuburbia@hotmail.com
web: www.theatresuburbla.com

SATURDAY, JUNE 29
PRIDE PARADE - Dignity/Houston will participate in
the PrIde Parade on Saturday, June 29 at8:45 p.m.
Volunteers are needed! Pleasecontact a board
member if you wish to participate.

FRIDAY, JUNE 28
BEFORE THE PARADE PASSES BY - Some of the
finest entertainers of the Houston stage perform your
favorite Broadway melodies in a musical celebration
of our lives. Directed by Ken Williamson, Before the
Pllrade PIIsses By is presented by the Pride
Committee of Houston and benefits Houston's Pride
festivities. Also benefiting Houston Pride will be a
silent
auction.
when: 8-10 p.m., Alley Theatre, 615 Texas
tickets: $25-$100i call 713-228-8421
phone: 713-529-6979
fax: 713-529-6929
e-mau: Info@pridehouston.org
web: www.pridehouston.org

SUNDAY, JUNE 30
DIGNITY PRIDE MASS - Dignity/Houston will host a
special PrIde Service on Sunday, June 30 at 4 p.m.
Join us immediately following mass for an ice cream
social.

FAMILY. YOUTH DAY - JPMorganChasesponsors a
family picnic at Hermann Park for GLBTfamilies and
friends with an emphasis on activities for children ,
Including a visit to the Houston Zoo. Special guests
from the Houston Energy, our champion Women's
Professional Football League team, will be on hand to
speak.
when: 1-4 p.m., Hermann Park near Cirde Drive,
next to Harlon's BBQ
cost: none; discount adult Zoo tickets and special
Harlon's BBQ box lunches available
phone: 713-216-0372
e-man: donna.h.rickard@chase.com
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A Gentle Reminder
Letter to the Editor

Jim LeBlanc
DH Past President

Over the past several years that I
have been active in Dignity/Houston
I have observed several trends.
One is that we are always
struggling to keep our bank
balance level. The year 2001 was
the first year since we moved to our
current location that our offerings
were in excess of our expenses.
Unfortunately we haven't kept that
going this year and we don't have
Monsignor Adam to give us a homily
about the use of our time, talents
and money.

Another casualty is the steady drop
in membership. In the early 1990s
we had about 125 members, now
we have less than 60. An even
greater tragedy is that many of our
past presidents have dropped out of
Dignity after their terms have
expired. Why have we burned them
out? Why is it so hard to get anyone
to volunteer to do anything?

Several former members have told
me that getting things done at
Dignity is like herding cats: an
impossibility. Dignity is not a
Saturday night Mass club. It is an
organization created to be a
movement for change and
acceptance within the Catholic
Church. We are Church. Are we as a
chapter so insecure and ~elf-
loathing that we can't make a
difference in our community? Will
we even participate in the Pride
Parade?

Think about it and do your part! .:.

GAY MEN'S CHORUS OF
HOUSTON

Presents their Pride Concert

CELEBRATION:
The Sounds of the '60s!

From Motown to Mama Csss, Stonewall,
and the liberation of the Human Spirit, .

GMHCcelebrates the '60s with the songs·
you love to sing!

Heinman Theater
Houston Community College

3517 Austin (at Holman)

Saturday, June 8 @ 8 p.m.
Sunday, June 9 @ 3 p.m.

Monday, June 10 @ 8 p.m.
Tuesday, June 11 @ 8 p.m.

Tickets: $15 advance, $18 at door

Order on line at
www.qmch.orq/tickets

Order by phone at Box Office Tickets
(800) 494-8497

Order early! GMCHis playing to
record-breaking, sold-out audiences

this year!
Peace and Love!
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Schedule of Events
WEEKLY MASS AND DINNER

SATURDAYS

7:30 P.M.

We gather for mass each
Saturday night and then go to
dinner at a variety of restaurants.
Join us!

ROSARY

FIRST FRIDAYS

7:30 P.M.

Join us to recite the rosary on the
flrst Friday of each month.

SuNDAY MASSES

No Sunday masses during the
month of June. We will resume in
July.

BoARD MEETING

MONDAY - JUNE 17
7:30 P.M.

All are welcome to attend.

PRIDE PARADE

SATURDAY - JUNE 29
8:45 P.M. ALONG WESTHEIMER

No mass tonight. Join us at the
parade route.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

06/02
06/07
06/13
06/17
06/21
06/24
06/29

Bobby M
Jerry R
MikeC
Jim L
Maria A
Joe D
Lawrence H

D/USA's First Regional Conference
Pat MeArron
Dignity/uSA Journal

As I reflect on the occasion of our Dignity family gathering in
San Antonio I am struck by the significance of our first such
meeting in a city where such a major historic event took place
over 150 years ago.

It is no accident that our theme for 2002, "We Shall NOTbe
Silent," echoes that of those who gave their lives for the cause
of freedom from tyranny back in 1836. Our message today is
no less important as we make our voices heard in a church
that needs our voices now more than ever.

Women and men from all over Texas and beyond gathered for
the evening reception on Friday, April 12.

Saturday began with Morning Prayer followed by Sr. Jeannine
Gramick's keynote address and discussion with approx 60
parttcipants.

Following the morning address the conference split into four
different workshops. Each workshop dealt with very different
thought provoking issues. After the workshops we gathered
together for an excellent luncheon followed by three different
caucus sessions.

The History of Dignity, presented by bob Miailovich, Joe
Sinico, Pat McArron, and Sam Sinnett (four members of the
national board), was a highlight of the weekend.

The day came to a close with a very emotional candlelight
service prepared by Dignity/Denver. Following the service all
went off into the evening for dinner and the delights of San
Antonio with its famous River Walk.

On Sunday we came together for Morning Prayer prepared by
Bruce Jarstfer followed by "Dignity Dialogue," the membership
meeting portion of the weekend.

The historic weekend came to a close with one of the best
celebrations of the Eucharist I have ever been privileged to
partake in. Deb Myers was one of the co-presiders.

I want to take a moment to thank everyone responsible for
making this first such Regional Conference a reality.

A more detailed report of this historic weekend will appear in
the next edition of the Dignity/USA Journal. -:.
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DHN
PO Box 667235
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This Month at Dignity .•.
Bill Moon
DHN Editor

The Dignity Board wishes to thank all members who
contributed to our Pride Month activities. We
appreciate your support.

Inside, we've got news and analysts of the historic
bishop's meeting in Dallas, as well as news of a new
president of Dignity/USA.

Peace to all.

Taking Responsibility
Bishop's Meeting in Dallas

George Wetzel
DHN Columnist

OK, the bishops gathered In Dallas last month in
response to ending the molestation crises. Review
boards, composed primarily of lay people, to look at
abuse comtttaints and assess the dioceses' responsible,
are to be established in every diocese. Also, support
for victims is to be addressed.

Governor Frank Keating has been named to oversee an
inquiry into the origins of this crisis, and a panel of
prominent Catholics will review "corrective action" for
any abusive or negligent clergyman.

Restoring the faith and trust of the faithful wi" require
a thorough review which will arouse the moral
indignation of the Catholic faithful.

With an emerging consensus for tough action against
errant bishops, the New York Times has speculated that

Taking Responsibility continued on page 2

Or call:
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should not be construed as an indication of
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Taking Responsibility continued from page 1

we may be heading for an institutional upheaval/crtsis.
Bishops, for example, answer only to the Pope, by canon
law. But, while they are citizens of this country, they are
required to obey its laws: aiding, abetting, or concealing
crime is not treated lightly by prosecutors. Yes, those under
fire have powerful friends in Rome and might enjoy a
constitutional showdown on the separation of church and
state. We shall see.

Stay tuned for further developments on these fronts. For
my money, Keating is the of}e to watch the most closely.

Before signing off, let me take this space to congratulate the
officers of Dignity/USA for being in Dallas and calling out
quite clearly to the bishops not to scapegoat the gay priests
In this country. Of course, there were bishops who planned
to do precisely that, but they were consistently voted down
by the assembly.

If you question why we have an organization like ours, it is
to stand up and be counted when some would scapegoat our
tribe.

If you have not counted Dignity as one of the sources of
pride in your life, then some reevaluation is in order. If you
know of another organization doing a better job, by all
means, join it now. .:.

September Elections

Dignity Houston will hold its annual meeting and board
election at 8:30 on Saturday, September 21, 2002,
immediately following mass.

The Board of Trustees consists of seven members serving
two-year terms. Four positions are open this year - those
currently held by Kevin Kelly, Greg Gondron, Andrew
Meinen, and Keith Popp.

Board members returning for the second year of their terms
are Joe Quinn, Richard Cole, and Bill Moon.

Those interested in running for office are asked to notify any
current board member. Candidates must be members in
good standing of Dignity/Houston for one month prior to the
election. .:.
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CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP

Membership is $45 for individuals
and $84 for couples. We will~.
help anyone who needs assistance
paying. Your membership
demonstrates a commitment to
furthering our goals and supporting
local activities. To update your
directory info, or for any questions,
contact Joe Quinn at (713) 862-
5909 or jguinn@pdg.net.

SATURDAY MASS

We celebrate mass Saturday nights
at 7:30 p.m. See our Schedule 01
Events for info on special services.

PreslderDate Host

07/06 Fr. Don

07/13 Fr. Paul

RJchard

Bill

07/20 Fr. Maurice Joe

07/27 Fr. Eddie Kevin

SUNDAY SERVICES

We celebrate Sunday afternoon mass
twice monthly at 5:00 p.m.

07/07 Fr. Bill Phil

07/21 F~.Bill Phil

GOT SOMETHING To
SAY?

We want to hear from you! This
newsletter is the voice of ALL our
members - and first-time
submissions are highly encouraged.
Pleasesubmit articles and news
items by the third Saturday of the
month. Mail to Bill Moon, DHN, PO
Box 667235, Houston TX 77266, or
emall to moonmedia@ev1.net or
through the web site by logging on to
www.dignityhouston.org



DIGINTY/USA ANNOUNCES NEW

PRESIDENT
sexuality and power. It needs to be able to
minister effectively to people who have been
abused and betrayed. Dignity/USA has 33
years of experience dOing all of those things.
We are truly in a leadership position, and have
a great deal to offer all people of faith who
search for justice," McArron continued.

"My priorities for Dignity/USA include
increased pressure on the bishops of the
Church to hold themselves accountable for
their past transgressions and to be completely
open and honest with the people of the
Church. The bishops still need to apologize for
their scapegoating of gay priests, and for the
incredible damage done to innocent people by
their mishandling of the sexual abuse crisis. I
will emphasize the importance of involving our
families and friends in the work of eliminating
hateful, ignorant rhetoric that demeans and
demoralizes GLBT people."

McArron's predecessor, Mary Louise R.
Cervone of Philadelphia, headed the
organization for three years. She steps down
after strongly challenging bishops and
cardinals who blamed the sexual abuse crisis
in the Catholic Church on gay priests and
leading Dignity/USA's witness at the US
Catholic Bishops Conference meeting in Dallas.
Other highlights of her term included four-
days of demonstration at the Vatican in Rome,
to protest the Pope's harsh statements against
gay people that ended with a historic Sit-in in
St. Peter's Square, and guiding Dignity/USA's
transition from a focus on coordination of local
services to national ministry and advocacy.

McArron assumed the Presidency of
Dignity/USA on July 4, 2002.

Patrick McAaron Assumes
Top Post
San Diego Chapter Member for 30 Years

Dignity/USA
Washington DC

July 5, 2002 - Dignity/USA has announced
that its new President is Patrick T. McArron of
San Diego, CA.

McArron, who joined Dignity in 1972, just 3
years after its founding, has been a leader in
the movement for over 30 years. He has
served as President of the San Diego Chapter
of Dignity/USA, and was one of the first
Regional Directors elected to the
organization's national Board of Directors. He
served on the organization's first national
Board from 1977-1979 as Director of Dignity's
Pacific Region. After returning to regional and
local leadership during the 1980s and 19905,
Pat returned to the national Board as
Dignity/USA'S Vice President, a position in
which he has served since 1999.

McArron said, "I am honored to be assuming
leadership of Dignity/USA at this eventful time
in our history. The GLBT movement and the
Catholic Church have never needed us so
much as they do now. Dignity is the only
organization able to both provide fully
affirming ministry to GLBTCatholics and our
families, and to challenge those structures and
teachings, especially in the Catholic Church,
that try to maintain the oppression of our
community.

"Right now, the Catholic Church clearly needs
models for how to deal positively with
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Dignity/USA Reacts to
Bishop's Policy
Dignity/USA
Washington DC

lune 4, 2002-Dignity/USA reacted with
cautious optimism to today's release of the US
Catholic Bishops Conference draft policy on
sexual abuse of minors. The document
contained no mention of sexual orientation as
a factor in leading to the abuse, contrary to
earlier statements from the Conference
President Bishop Wilton Gregory, and
Cardinals Bevilacqua, George and Gregory,
among other Church leaders.

"We are very pleased that in this document,
the US bishops are finally agreeing with what
experts have been saying all along-that there
is absolutely no link between the sexual abuse
of children and homosexuality," said Mary
Louise Cervone, Dignity/USA's President.

"The draft issued today represents some steps
in the right direction," Cervone continued.
"The Church and the victims of sexual abuse
have been waiting for the bishops to
acknowledge their own fault in perpetuating a
system of abuse and cover up. They finally
seem to be admitting that they were a pig part
of the problem."

"Instead of owning up to their guilt earlier, too
many of the bishops tried to deflect the blame
onto the gay community, and gay priests in
particular. This ploy was met with outrage
from the people of the Church. We are proud
of our fellow Catholics for standing for justice
and letting the bishops know that this was an
entirely unacceptable response to the
problem," said Marianne Duddy, Executive
Director of Dignity/USA.

Dignity/USA acknowledged that the exclusion
of blame on gays in the draft released to day
is not a final resolution to the conflict begun
by the Vatican spokesman Dr. Novarro-Valls in
March of this year.

"Repeated, unsubstantiated slurs against gay
priests, and by extension, the entire gay
community, have perSisted for months, and have
come from some of the most powerful men in our
Church," said Duddy. "These irresponsible
comments have done untold harm to thousands of
people, creating a new class of victims in this
horrible scandal. We continue to demand a full
retraction of all statements linking homosexuality
and child abuse. The bishops should also
demonstrate their commitment to the truth with
an apology for the earlier statements."

Cervone also said, "We understand that there will
be a great deal of commentary on the draft policy
being released today. The bishops also have time
for discussion among themselves once they get to
Dallas. We will be watching carefully to ensure
that the current position on homosexuality does
not change before the final document is released.

"Dignity/USA also wants to be certain that there
will be no other action taken by the US bishops or
by the Vatican that indicates a continued link
between child abuse and homosexuality. For
instance, the bishops must make it clear that they
will not undertake or support any effort to oust
gay men currently serving as priests from their
ministry, simply because of their sexual
orientation. In addition, the purpose of apostolic
visits to seminaries must be made clear. If the
purpose of these visits is to discourage gay men
from entering Catholic seminaries, they should be
canceled," said Cervone.

In responding to the draft policy as a whole,
Dignity/USA noted a positive tone in the
approach. "True concern for the people of the
Church seems to be a central priority in this
document," said Duddy. "It talks about the need
to eliminate secrecy and restore accountability.
Those are important priorities in creating an
abuse-free Church for the future. We are also glad
to see a recommitment to ongoing support for
victims of abuse whose concerns and needs
deserve to remain at the heart of all current and
future practices."
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Schedule of Events Canadian Anglican Diocese
Approves Same-Sex Blessings

WEEKLY MASS AND DINNER

SATURDAYS

7:30 P.M.

Wegather for masseach
Saturdaynight and then go to
dinner at a variety of restaurants.
Joinus!

Jan Nunley
Episcopal News Service

For the third and final time, Canadian Anglicans in the
Diocese of New Westminster have voted to approve a rite
for blessing same-gender relationships. The June 14 vote,
held at the annual diocesan synod in Vancouver, was 215
in favor and 126 opposed, a margin of 63 percent.

Similar motions at previous synods, in 1991 and 1998,
passed by margins of 51 and 56.5 percent, but Bishop
Michael Ingham had said he would not implement the
change until the margin exceeded 60 percent. Ingham
immediately gave his assent to the measure.

"No one is being excluded from our fellowship today. We
have not taken sides with one group in our church against
another. We have chosen to live together in mutual
respect," Ingham said in a statement released after the
vote. "In this we ask for the support of the wider church,
not condemnation, and patience from those who live in
very different social contexts from our own."

The vote makes the diocese the first in the Anglican
Communion to authorize a rite for the blessing of same-
gender unions. The ceremony carries no legal weight and
does not resemble the Rite of Holy Matrimony. The
measure allows priests to perform the ceremony if the
priest and congregation agree.

While the original motion before the synod had asked for a
rite for the blessing of same-gender relationships while still
providing a "conscience clause" for those opposed, the
movers withdrew it in favor of an alternative proposal by
Ingham which included the appointment of an "episcopal
visitor" for parishes and clergy which disapproved of the
change in diocesan policy. No priest or parish will be forced
to provide the rite for same-gender couples.

Neale Adams, communications officer of the diocese, said
that while members of congregations are free to leave the
church, parishes cannot. "If members leave, then the
remaining members are the parish and they maintain the
facilities. This is not a congregational church." .)

ROSARY

FIRST FRIDAYS

7:30 P.M.

Joinus to recite the rosary on the
first Fridayof each month.

SUNDAY MASSES

FIRST AND THIRD SUNDAYS

5:00 P.M.

Fr. BillTarter celebrates.

BOARD MEETING

MONDAY - JULY 22
7:30 P.M.

All are welcometo attend.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO

July 1
July 3
July 5
July 9
July 17

Larry W
Jose 5
Henry P
Robert H
PaulO
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BEAT THE HEAT
in Air Conditioned Comfort ...

Saturdays at 7: 30 pml
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This Month at Dignity ...
Bill Moon
DHN Editor

Each year on the third Saturday of the month of
September, we hold an annual membership meeting
as required in our bylaws.

This year, that day falls on September 21. Join us
immediately after mass.

Peace to all.

Taking Responsibility
What is a Catholic?

George Wetzel
DHN Columnist

In the latest issue of the National Catholic Reporter
(NCR), Joseph Kramer wrote a suggestion that the
church develop departments on human sexuality in all
Catholic and Jesuit colleges and universities.

With the spectacle of the millions of dollars paid to
silence, cover LIp, and conceal sexual behaviors on the
part of Catholic clergy, does it come as much of a
surprise that no departments of human sexuality exists
on Catholic campuses?

In my opinion, it is time to openly and honestly begin
to investigate and study and develop inquiries into the
whole spectrum of human sexuality and behaviors. We
have preferred, as an institution, to ignore those who
have dared to lift the veil covering human sexuality.
We have ridiculed and demeaned Freud, Kinsey,
Masters & Johnson, etal, who attempted to tell the
'story of human sexuality.

Taking Responsibility continued on page 2



CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP

Membership is $45 for individuals
and $84 for couples. We will g@Qly
help anyone who needs assistance
paying. Your membership
demonstrates a commitment to
furthering our goals and supporting
local activities. To update your
directory info, or for any questions,
contact Joe Quinn at (713) 862-
5909 or jquinn@pdq.net.

SATURDAY MASS

We celebrate mass Saturday nights
at 7:30 p.m. See our Schedule of
Events for info on special services.

Date Presider Host

09/07 Fr. ,Bill Kevin

09/14 Fr. Paul Richard

09/21 Fr. Maurice Joe

09/28 Fr. Eddie Jim

SUNDAY SERVICES

We celebrate Sunday afternoon mass
twice monthly at 5:00 p.m.

09/01 No Mass

09/15 Fr. Bill Phil

Taking Responsibility continued from page 1

What do we have to show for such ridicule and contempt for
those who would attempt to tell us the truth and publish the
results - we get the spectacle of the millions of dollars used
to silence, cover up, and conceal unlawful clerical behaviors.

Is this a Church that is devoted and dedicated to telling the
truth? Are we really afraid to honestly observe, analyze, and
study human sexuality? If we are not, then it is time to take
a very serious, honest, and soul-searching look at why and
at what cost that ignorance, deception, and dishonesty is
really costing all of us.

I am not optimistic about the outcome of all this - and I am
particularly skeptical of the attitudes of Rome. Time will tell
- may the spirit guide us to the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. .:.

September Elections

Dignity Houston will hold its annual meeting and board
election at 8:30 on Saturday, September 21, 2002,
immediately following mass.

The Board of Trustees consists of seven members serving
two-year terms. Four positions are open this year - those
currently held by Kevin Kelly, Greg Gondron, Andrew
Meinen, and Keith Popp.

Board members returning for the second year of their terms
are Joe Quinn, Richard Cole, and Bill Moon.

Candidates running for the four open board positions are
Kevin Kelly, Scott Garrett, Jim LeBlanc, and Mike Noll. .:.

Solidarity Sunday
Solidarity Sunday is a faith-based anti-violence
initiative. Because we understood that, contrary to popular
belief, most Catholics are appalled by anti-gay attacks,
Dignity/USA initiated Solidarity Sunday in 1995 as a way of
making our opposition to anti-gay violence visible

Solidarity Sunday is held every year on the Sunday before
October 11 (National Coming Out Day). The next Solidarity
Sunday will be on October 6, 2002.

Dignity/Houston will have a special observance during the
mass vigil on October 5. .:.
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GOT SOMETHING To
SAY?

We want to hear from you! This
newsletter is the voice of ALL our
members - and first-time
submissions are highly encouraged.
Please submit articles and news
items by the third Saturday of the
month. Mail to Bill Moon, DHN, PO
Box 667235, Houston TX 77266, or
email to moonmedia@evl.net or
through the web site by logging on to
www.dignityhouston.org



Regional Conferences
Dignity /USA
Washington, DC

Dignity/USA Regional Mini-Conference

San Diego, CA

October 12, 2002
Unitarian Universalist Church,
Hillcrest (San Diego)

Keynote speaker: Marianne Duddy,
\ DignityUSA Executive Director

The Catholic Church has never needed loving critics
and critical lovers as it needs us now. If you are
someone who loves the Church, values your faith,
and knows in your conscience that things MUST
change, this conference is for you!

If you've been working for renewal and reform, and
need a chance to share your joys and struggles with
others who will understand, this conference is for
you!

If you are a gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender
(GLBT) Catholic, or love someone who is, this
conference is for you!

If you've ever wondered, "What can I do to make
the Church a better place for everyone," this
conference is for you!

Come, pray, learn and discuss your experiences
with others who will understand, challenge you and
offer support!

Dignity/USA One-Day Gathering

Milwaukee, WI

November 1-3, 2002
Midwest Express Center
One-day gathering held prior to CTA
National Conference
More information to follow.

For more information, please email
dig nity@aol.com .• :.

D/USA
Awarded Grant

DignityUSA is pleased to announce
that it has been named the
recipient of a Gill Foundation
National Board Training Grant. This
grant will provide a full day of
training on Board roles and
responsibilities, strategic planning
and fundraising.

President Patrick McArron said, "The
entire Board is very excited about
the opportunity that the Gill
Foundation is offering us. The
bylaws adopted last summer have
demanded new focus from our
Board members. The training will
provide enhanced tool for the
challenges we've taken on in
working to strengthen DignityUSA."

The training will be offered during
the Board's October 4-6, 2002,
meeting in Washington, DC.
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The Lighter Side
Contemporary Latin Phrases

Phil Helfrich
DH Sundy Mass Coordinator

"Domino vobiscum."
(The pizza guy is here.)

"Auda similarum ad seattles."
(They all sound just like Pearl

Jam.)

"Nucleo predicus dispella
conducticus."
(Remove foil before microwaving.)

"II guyus nissanem iste ickye."
(That Nissan guy gives me the

creeps.)

"Bodicus mutilatimus, unemploymi
ad infinitum."
(Better take the nose ring out

before the job interview.)

"Motorolus interruptus."
(Hold on, I'm going into a tunnel.)

"Veni, vidi, Pesci."
(I came, I saw, I moidered da

bum.)

"Revelare Pecunia!"
(Show Me The Money!)

"Sic semper tyrannus."
(Your dinosaur is ill.)

"Nunc Tutus Exitus Computarus."
(It's Now Safe To Turn Off Your

Computer.)

"Veni, Vidi, Velcro"
(I came; I saw; I stuck around.) .:.
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Summer Reading
George Wetzel
DHN Columnist

WHY 1AM A CATHOLIC
BYGARRYWILLS
Houghton-Mifflin, 2002.

In his introduction Wills mentions pointedly that this book
is an "unintended sequel" to his earlier (2000) Papal Sin.
He claims, credibly, that he was exposing "a fundamental
dishonesty" on the part of church hierarchy. He did not, as
he was criticized, expose any new scandal, but merely
analyzed the pattern of some in the church hierarchy to
claim that they had never thought anything erroneous.

The term "as we/the Church has always taught" is used by
some to deny that change has ever taken place within this
institution and never could do so.

The practical consequences of such an immutable and
flexible position should be obvious to all but the
congenitally devout. Wills believes, as a Catholic, that the
church can and has evolved its understanding of the truth
on a great many moral issues over the centuries and is
forcing itself into baroque patterns of deception to claim
otherwise.

If reading about just how this has been done; how the
papacy now finds itself slavishly pretending it is honest
about its role with women, Jews, sexual practitioners, birth
control, death penalty, etc; this may be the book for you.

From my own personal reading of Papal Sin, I would
suggest that this be the first book to tackle, and then
follow with Why I Am a Catholic.

For Wills the papacy is a symbol of unity, but not one of
infallibility. He traces the current corruption of the
hierarchy to twisted, dishonest, and highly political
interpretations of infallibility.

Wills goes back over his early life and shares many of his
experiences of love ad faith and hope in this church. He
defends his faith (even acknowledging the humanity of
those who conceal and twist truth to create the appearance
of infallibility) as a member of the loyal opposition.
Anyone hoping to grasp more clearly their own faith in this
time of scandal and cover-up would do well to read this
carefully. .:.



Schedule of Events

WEEKLY MASS AND DINNER

SATURDAYS

7:30 P.M.

We gather for mass each
Saturday night and then go to
dinner at a variety of restaurants.
Join us!

ROSARY

FIRST FRIDAYS

7:30 P.M.

Join us to recite the rosary on the
first Friday of each month.

SUNDAY MASSES

FIRST AND THIRD SUNDAYS

5:00 P.M.

Fr. Bill Tarter celebrates.

ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION

SATURDAY - SEPTEMBER 21
8:30 P.M.

Annual meeting held for the
purposes of electing four
members to two-year terms, and
any other business brought before
the board.

BOARD MEETING

MONDAY - SEPTEMBER 23
7:30 P.M.

All are welcome to attend.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

Sept 22
Sept 30

Don K
Robert G

NOTICE OF ANNUAL
MEETING

Dignity Houston, Inc.

A Texas not-for-profit corporation
will hold its annual meeting on

Saturday, September 21, 2002
at 8:30 p.m.

at 1307 Yale, Houston, TX

for the purposes of electing four board
members to two year terms, and any other

business brought before the meeting.

All persons who are members in good
standing of Dignity/Houston for at least one

month prior to the election are eligible to
vote.

Persons unable to attend may request,
complete, and submit an absentee ballot to

the
Election Committee, Dignity/Houston,
PO Box 66821, Houston, Texas 77266
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DHN
PO Box 667235
Houston, Texas 77266

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Annual Membership
Meeting
Saturday,

September 21, 2002
8:30 p.m.
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We are many parts; we are all one body.

Dignity/Houston, Inc.

is a not for profit organization dedicated to
the spiritual welfare of gay and lesbian

Catholics and friends. All are invited to our
religious services and social gatherings.

Dignity Center: 1307 Yale,
Houston Heights

Mail: PO Box 66821,
Houston TX 77266

Phone: (713) 880-2872

Memberships: Individuals / $45 year
Couples / $84 Year

The Board of Trustees meets monthly.
All are welcome to attend.

President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Trustee:
Trustee:
Trustee:

Kevin Kelly
Jim LeBlanc
Bill Moon
Richard Cole
Joe Quinn
Scott Garrett
Mike Noll

Dignity/USA
www.dignitvusa.org
dignity@aol.com
1500 Massachusetts
Ave NW Suite 11
Washington DC 20005

Phone: (800) 877-8797

Dignity/Houston Media

Web-site:
E-mail:
Mail:

publishes a monthly newsletter and
maintains a web site for our community. We

welcome reader's input.

Editor:
Write Us:

Bill Moon
moonmedia@evl.net
PO Box 667235,
Houston TX 77266
(713) 526-3619
www.dignityhouston.org

Or Call:
Web-Site:

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those
of the editor, Dignity/Houston, Dignity/USA,

or the Roman Catholic Church.
Publications of names and/or organizations
should not be construed as an indication of

sexual orientation.

This Month at Dignity ...
Bill Moon
DHN Editor

Florida may continue to have trouble counting
votes cast in their state, but we at
Dignity/Houston have NO trouble determining who
the real winners are.

The 2002-2003 Board of Trustees officers are
President Kevin Kelly, Vice President Jim LeBlanc,
Treasurer Bill Moon, and Secretary Richard Cole.
The three Trustees at Large are Immediate Past
President Joe Quinn, and new members Scott
Garrett and Mike Noll.

Please give these guys a word of thanks and
encouragement as we begin a (hopefully) peaceful
and productive new year!

And PLEASElet us know of any ideas,
suggestions, or concerns you may have about this
organization. After all, we're here to serve you!

Peace to all.

Taking Responsibility
Same Sex Attraction

George Wetzel
DHN Columnist

In the September 30th issue of America, the debate
on whether to ordain men with same sex attraction
(SSA) is placed more clearly for all to read.

Msgr. Andrew Baker (on staff of the congregation for

Taking Responsibility continued on page 2



Taking Responsibility continued from page 1
CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP

Membership is $45 for individuals
and $84 for couples. We will glgQ!y
help anyone who needs assistance
paying. Your membership
demonstrates a commitment to
furthering our goals and supporting
local activities. To update your
directory info, or for any questions,
contact Joe Quinn at (713) 862-
5909 or jquinn@pdq.net.

Bishops in Rome) makes his case that "prudent doubt"
exists to deny ordination to homosexual persons. He
prefers (SSA) to sexual orientation because the former
hides the "disorder" being described. Baker also insists
that "significant negative aspects" make SSAs
"negative." It must be noted that these aspects are all
related to the insistence (unproven and unscientific - to
say nothing of unpastoral) that lesbians and gay men
are "intrinsically disordered" and deserve and earn the
opprobrium rained down on them by others.

Baker seems to be out in front of a campaign to rid,
purge, or intimidate seminaries and religious orders to
crack down on non-heterosexual candidates. No
comments on bisexuality, transvestism, cross-dressing,
or the worship of power and money.

While I am at it, where is the discussion of whether
celibacy as a discipline makes its practitioners more
effective, more holy, or more involved than a married
clergy?

Auxiliary bishop Thomas Gumpleton, no stranger to the
Dignity community, responds to Baker's rant by noting
the more obvious homophobic reactions of the likes of
Charles Wilson and Joaquin Navarro-Valls, who have
not been contradicted nor denounced by Rome.

Quoting from Always Our Children, the US bishops'
document directed to parents of gay children, he
refuses to be intimidated by Baker's "abomination"
claim.

In conclusion, he sees Dr. Eugene Kennedy's study of
priests as underdeveloped psychological maturity as
much more serious.

Baker preaches prejudice, judgment, and denunciation
of "abomination" in the priesthood. Grumbleton
espouses compassion, experience, awareness, and
courage.

The reader must decide which sounds Christ-like .• :.

SATURDAY MASS

We celebrate mass Saturday nights
at 7:30 p.m. See our Schedule of
Events for info on special services.

Date Presider Host

10/05 Fr. Don Bill

10/12 Fr. Paul Jim

10/19 Fr. Maurice Scott

10/26 Fr. Eddie Joe

SUNDAY SERVICES

We celebrate Sunday afternoon mass
twice monthly at 5:00 p.m.

10/06 Fr. Bill Phil

10/20 Fr. Bill Phil

GOT SOMETHING To
SAY?

We want to hear from you! This
newsletter is the voice of ALL our
members - and first-time
submissions are highly encouraged.
Please submit articles and news
items by the third Saturday of the
month. Mail to Bill Moon, DHN, PO
Box 667235, Houston TX 77266, or
email to moonmedia@ev1.net or
through the web site by logging on to
www.dignityhouston.org Happy Birthday, George!

DHN • October 2002. Page 2



September 21, 2002

This report is a summary of the activities of the Houston/Dignity Chapter, its Board of Directors, and members
covering the period October 2001 to September 2002. We had many accomplishments to be proud of and a few
disappointments as well.

Many of the activities listed below have been in place for a long time. The current Board is grateful to all those
who came before us and who nourished and served our community faithfully.

In addition to the "highlights" listed below, there are many, many things that get done but don't always get
noticed or acknowledged. Dignity/Houston could not survive without the dedication and generosity of its Board,
members, friends, and visitors from near and far. Thanks to all of you and God bless you.

Annual Report 2001-2002

Spiritual Activities
Perhaps the achievement we can be proudest of is that Dignity/Houston has continuously ministered to the
Houston GLBT communities for over twenty-six years. As part of that ministry, we offer Mass in our own worship
space least once a week every single week of the year. But that is just the minimum that we offer to our
community.
In addition, we offered:

Mass on the first and third Sundays of each month on a more intimate scale.
Full schedule of seasonal Lenten activities, including:

Healing Service Easter Retreat Distribution of Ashes Distribution of Palms
Full series of Holy Week Triduum services

Advent retreat and Christmas Eve Candlelight Mass

Social Activities
Thanksgiving, Easter, Christmas potlucks.
Christmas party sponsored by John and Jose to benefit the St. Stephens fund.
Pride Week Ice Cream Social.

Community Activities
Sponsored a Catholre ~harities family at Christmas.
Maintained Stone Soup donation program, including annual "Caroling at Kroger" food collection benefit.
Participated in Houston, PR-IDE;parade. .

.? ,(: - .'

Financial Report
Treasurer Kevin Kelly will present a separate financial report .

.,;.••...
Disappointments

Did not schedule a retreat this;';'year.
Did not develop an effective outreach/public relations program.
D~dnot significantly "grow" our membership numbers; maintained monthly average of "'53 members.
Did not complete documentation of polices, procedures and chapter activities.

Respectfully submitted to the Board and members on Saturday, September 21, 2002 by,

/s/ Joseph M. Quinn
President, Dignity/Houston 2001-2002
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The Lighter Side
Modernization of the Mass

Phil Helfrich
DH Sundy Mass Coordinator

The elderly priest, speaking to the younger priest,
said, "It was a good idea to replace the first four
pews with plush bucket theatre seats. It worked.
The front of the church fills first."

The young priest nodded and the old one continued,
"And you told me a little more beat to the music
would bring young people back to church, so I
supported you when you brought in that rock 'n roll
gospel choir. We are packed to the balcony."

"Thank you, Father," answered the young priest, "I
am pleased you are open to the new ideas of
youth."

"Well", said the elderly priest, "I'm afraid you've
gone too far with the drive-thru Confessional."

"But Father," protested the young priest, "my
confessions have nearly doubled since I began
that!"

"I know son," replied the old man. "But that
flashing neon sign, 'Toot 'n Tell or Go to Hell,' can't
stay on the church roof! /I .:.

HOST NEEDED
. ·~r'!l"I

( for
I J;

First f.,riday Rosary
J -

I.

Joe Quinn, Immediate Past President ~f
Dignity/Houston, is stepping down as host

of the monthly Rosary.
-: .#'

D/USA Seeks
Documentation of
Same-Sex Unions

DignityUSA has launched an
effort to document the experiences
of Catholics participating in or
witnessing same-sex union
ceremonies, by whatever name.

If you have had or been to such a
ceremony, please take some time
to write out your reflections on
your experience. Then email them
to Families@DignityUSA.org, or
send them by mail to
DignityUSA, 1500 Massachusetts
Avenue, NW, Suite 11,
Washington, DC 20005.

We will be making these
reflections available to theologians
and others interested in studying
same-sex relationships within a
Catholic context. (There's already
been interest from two well-known
authors!)

Please send your reflections by
October 31, 2002!

Dignity/Houston would'tike to continue the
First Friday services, and is currently

seeking a replacement host.

Any member interested in volunteering is
asked to contact a board member.
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Schedule of Events
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
TO

WEEKLY MASS AND DINNER

SATURDAYS

7:30 P.M.

We gather for mass each Saturday
night and then go to dinner at a
variety of restaurants. Join us!

Oct 10
Oct 15
Oct 23

George W
Jon G
Mike D

ROSARY

FIRST FRIDAYS

7:30 P.M.

Join us to recite the rosary on the first
Friday of each month.

SUNDAY MASSES

FIRST AND THIRD SUNDAYS

5:00 P.M.

Fr. Bill Tarter celebrates.

BOARD MEETING

THURSDAY - OCTOBER 17
7:30 P.M.

All are welcome to attend.

HALLOWEEN PARTY

FRIDAY - OCTOBER 25
8:00 P.M. UNTIL ???
Dignity members welcome at Richard
Cole's home. Costumes are optional,
but encouraged!

A woman was asked by a
coworker, "What is like to be a

Christian?"
The coworker replied, "It is
like being a pumpkin, God
picks you from the patch,

brings you in, and washes all
the dirt off of yOU.

Then he cuts off the top and
scoops out all the yucky stuff.

He removes the seeds of
doubt, hate, greed, etc.

Then He carves you a new
smiling face and puts His light
inside of you to shine for the

whole world to see."

ALL SOULS OBSERVANCE

SATURDAY - NOVEMBER 2
7:30 P.M.

President Kevin Kelly will lead a
special service with presider Don
Kuder.

DHN • October 2002. Page 5



DHN
PO Box 667235
Houston, Texas 77266

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Full
Election
Results
Insidel
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November 2002
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Newsle-t-ter

Dignity/Houston. Inc.

is a not for profit organization dedicatedto
the spiritual welfare of gay and lesbian

Catholicsand friends. All are invited to our
religious servicesand social gatherings.

Dignity Center: 1307 Yale,
Houston Heights
po Box 66821,
Houston TX 77266
(713) 880-2872

www.dignityhouston.org
dignityhouston@aol.com

Mall:

Phone:
Web:
Email:

Memberships: Individuals / $45 year
Couples / $84 Year

The Board of Trustees meets monthly.
All are welcometo attend.

President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Trustee:
Trustee:
Trustee:

Kevin Kelly
Jim LeBlanc
Bill Moon
Richard Cole
Joe Quinn
Scott Garrett
Mike Noll

We are many parts; we are all one body.

Dignity/Houston Communications
publishesa monthly newsletter, ernail

updates,and a web site for our community.
We welcomereader's input.

Editor: Bill Moon
DHNews@evl.net
po Box 667235,
Houston TX 77266
(713) 526-3619

Dignity/USA

THIS MONTH AT DIGNITY ...
Bill Moon
DHNEditor

We begin the month with a special All Souls
Observance led by Kevin Kelly during our weekly
mass on November 2. In addition to our
Saturday night masses, we also have two
Sunday masses on the schedule and, later in the
month, our traditional Thanksgiving Dinner.

Looking forward to December, Jim LeBlancis
planning a Chapter Retreat in Columbus, Texas,
with Bill Tarter as presider.

Peaceto all.

Taking Responsibility
Banning Ordination

George Wetzel
DHNColumnist

Well, well, well...the Vatican, according to the
10/18/02 National Catholic Reporter is again
considering a ban on the ordination of gays. A draft
document is being circulated for comments from
theologians, canon lawyers, and other experts.

And, surprise, surprise, what are they attempting to
base this ban on? Yes, the highly Questionable,
unsctentlflc, and uniquely prejudiced notion that all
homosexuals are intrinsically disordered.

Now that the cat is out of the bag, it is time for all
Dignity members to speak loudly, clearly, and
widely about how that label is experienced.

Many high-ranking officials are hoping that, by

Taking Responsibility continued on page 2

Write:

Or Call:

Web-site:
E-mail:
Mall:

www.dignityusa.ora
djgnjty@ao!.com
1500 Massachusetts
Ave NW Suite 11
Washington DC 20005
(800) 877-8797Phone:

Opinionsexpressedare not necessarilythose
of the editor, Dignity/Houston, Dignity/USA,
or the RomanCatholicChurch. Publication

of namesshould not be construedas an
indication of sexual orientation.



CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP

Membership is $45 for individuals and $84
for couples. We will 9J.gQly. help anyone
who needs assistance paying. Your
membership demonstrates a commitment
to furthering our goals and supporting local
activities. To update your directory info, or
for any questions, contact Mike Noll at
(713) 880-2872 or
dignitvhouston@aol.com

SATURDAY MASS

We celebrate mass EVERYSaturday night
at 7:30 p.m. See our Schedule of Events
for info on special services.

Date Presider Host Music

11/02 Fr. Don Kevin Greg

11/09 Fr. Paul Richard Greg

11/16 Fr. Maurice Mike BJ

11/23 Fr. Eddie Bill Mike

11/30 Fr. Bill Jim Greg

SUNDAY SERVICES

We celebrate Sunday afternoon mass twice
monthly at 5:00 p.m.

11/03 No Mass

11/10 Fr. Bill Phil

11/17 Fr. Bill Phil

OFFERTORY

09/07 191.00

09/14 233.00

09/21 185.00

09/28 65.00

Taking Responsibility continued from page 1

skapegoating our class, they will get absolved from
their involvement in covering up crimes of
pedophilia. And, if they succeed in this smoke
screen, many will simply forget about it.

This proposed ban on ordaining homosexuals had
been reported in the NCR back in March of 2002,
but "had previously been set aside after receiving
negative reaction from some bishops. It was
restored following the US clerical sex-abuse
scandals. "

Some have felt that the notion of categorizing us as
disordered was merely a poor choice of words to
describe our tribe. For some time I have felt that it
was the fulcrum of a determined and dedicated
movement to categorize us as "less than human,"
for then it would be easier to scapegoat us if push
came to shove.

Well, gentle reader, it appears to me that push is
coming to shove - reforming ordination to our class
will just be the beginning. Now is the time to insist
on a rational, scientific, and honest examination of
"intrinsically disordered." .:.

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

GOT SOMETHING To SAY?

We want to hear from you! This newsletter
is the voice of ALL our members. Please
submit articles and news items by the third
Saturday of the_month. Send to Bill Moon,
at DHNews@ev1.netor through the web
site by logging on to
www.dignityhouston.org

Nov 4
Nov 15
Nov 23
Nov 29

John J
Chip K
Mike G
Phil H

LOCAL:
www.dianitvhouston.orq
diqnitvhouston@aol.com

NATIONAL:
www.diqnitvusa.orq

diqnitv@aol.com

Regular email updates are available from both
Dignity/Houston and Dignity/USA. To subscribe,

send a request to us at the above addresses.
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We Are Companions on
the Journey
Looking Forward

Kevin Kelly
DH President

We are indeed companions on the journey.
On October 5 the newly elected board met and
decided officers for the coming year. I was
honored that they asked me to serve as
president of our chapter. I wish to begin my
term as president by letting you know of my
hopes and goals for the chapter.

Our Chapter faces some serious problems:
declining membership, decreased attendance
and participation at our masses and shrinking
collections. But I look at these problems as a
challenqe for our chapter. It is a challenge
that we all must answer.

Membership

Currently our membership stands at 51
current members. A number of these
members have not attended mass in several
months or even years. The goal I have
adopted for this board is to bring our
membership up to 100 members. But it will
not be enough to have 100 members unless
they are 100 committed members willing to
participate in all facets of the organization.
Ask yourself what you can do to help. Help fill
up the empty chairs.

Financial

As a result of decreased membership and
attendance, collections are down significantly.
In September our offertory failed to cover our
rent. Since the beginning of the year our
operating loss has been $3,530.56. Many
members feel that their membership fee is all
that is needed to keep our chapter going. Out
of the $45.00 membership fee, only $10.00
comes back to the chapter, while $35.00 stays
at the national level.

Many people look at the interest from the

Building Fund CD and think everything is all
right and we are doing just fine. If we are
ever to have our own building, this interest
must be rolled over and kept in the building
fund. Realistically, we need $500,000.00 in
order to purchase our own building.

So what goals do we set? I hope that as we
build our membership, we will increase our
collections. Hopefully, those who can will dig
a little deeper. I would like to see our
operating fund replenished over the next 11
months. I would also like to see that we build
a plan for increasing the building fund to
$500,000.00.

Spiritual Life

Plans are under way for a December retreat in
Columbus. Bill Tarter, Carolyn Collins and Jim
LeBlanc are leading the effort on this. I would
also like to get another retreat planned for late
spring or maybe several one-day retreats at
the center.

We made great strides in improving our
Saturday night services. Hopefully we can
continue this trend. We also hope to have
more special masses. We will have a very
special mass November 2 in honor of All Souls
Day. We will remember our friends and family
who have passed away.

But the one thing we need to make our
masses truly special is YOU. We need you to
be part of the mass. We always need readers,
ministers and ushers. Pleasevolunteer.

Social

We will continue to hold potluck dinners on
holidays as in the past. Hopefully we will

Companions on the .Journey continued on page 4
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Companions on the .1ourney continued from page 3

add several more during the year. I also
hope that we can have several parties
during the coming year. I plan to have a
New Years Day brunch.

We have restarted the tradition of
refreshments after Mass. Ask a board
member for details if you would like to
provide refreshments one week.

Outreach

I have always felt that Dignity Houston
should not duplicate the fine works of
other organizations. We should instead
work to enhance their service like we do
every week with our Stone Soup offering.
I also think we should reach-to other
groups such as Kolbe House, Integrity, St
Anne Group, H.A.T.C.H., Primetimers,
Loaf, and many of the other groups that
make up our Gay Community.

Personal Note

I am very honored by the confidence that
the board has in me and from the
membership. I hope that I can be
worthy of your support. This is my
second term as president. I had many
sleepless nights during that first term
and after it ended. Hopefully I won't
make the same mistakes.

One mistake I promise not to repeat is to
improve my communication skills with
the membership. Any Member can
contact me via e-mall
(kjkellytx@aol.com) or by phone (713-
861-2697 or 713-569-8505). Please let
me know if you have suggestions or
concerns.

And please support your board and keep
us in your prayers. Your help will always
be welcome.

Kevin Kelly
President, Dignity/Houston

DUSA Retreat News
Third Regional Gathering Deemed a Success

Pat McArron
DUSA President

Over 50 persons, from four progressive
organizations, participated in the DignityUSA "We
Shall Not be Silent" day-long conference, held
October 12, 2002, in San Diego, CA. The
conference was co-sponsored with Dignity/San
Diego and Call to Action-San Diego.

People came from all over the west coast to
participate in this historic event. Participants
traveled from as far away as Hawaii, Washington,
Massachusetts and numerous cities in California.

Local Dignity chapter president, Tom Kirkman,
opened the day with a very moving prayer.
Following an extremely well received keynote
address from Marianne Duddy, Executive Director,
there were three outstanding focus sessions
provided by Call to Action, Catholic Worker and
PFLAG.

The traveling history documentary of DignityUSA
was a moving experience for everyone, and for
the first time included film footage of our founder,
Pax Nidorf.

Our DignityUSA membership meeting was well
attended and provided an excellent opportunity
for dialogue.

The closing liturgy was a perfect ending to a very
inspirational day. After the liturgy, 20 participants
continued the celebration with dinner at a local
seaside restaurant in San Diego.

On the day following the conference, there was a
meeting of the DignityUSA National Convention
2003 Committee.

On the evening prior to the conference, there was
a fund raising dinner with guest Marianne Duddy,
DignityUSA Executive Director, at the home of Pat
McArron, our national president. Nearly $3000.00
was raised.

Muchas Gracias to all of our donors (angels) that
evening.
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Schedule of Events
WEEKLY MASS AND DINNER

EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT

7:30 P.M.

We gather for mass each Saturday
night and then go to dinner at a variety
of restaurants. Join us!

SUNDAY MASSES

SELECT SUNDAY AFTERNOONS

NOVEMBER 10 AND 17
5:00 P.M.

Fr. Bill Tarter celebrates.

ALL SOULS OBSERVANCE

SATURDAY - NOVEMBER 2
7:30 P.M.

President Kevin Kelly will lead a special
service with presider Don Kuder.

BOARD MEETING

THURSDAY - NOVEMBER 21
7:30 P.M.

All are welcome to attend.

THANKSGIVING POTLUCK DINNER

THURSDAY - NOVEMBER 28

MEET AT 3 - EAT AT 4

Bring a covered dish and join us for our
annual holiday dinner. We welcome all
members and guests.

AIDS Memorial At Rothko
Bering/Omega invites the community to
gather to remember and honor those who
have died from HIV/AIDS. An interfaith
service of reflection, music, dance and
candlelight will be held:

Friday, November 1, 2002

from 6:30-7:30 PM

Rothko Chapel -

1409 Sui Ross @ Yupon

CHAPTER RETREAT PENDING
Friday thru Sunday,

December 13-15, 2002

Thousand Trails Colorado River
Preserve RV Park

1062 Thousand Trails Lane, Columbus, Texas

800-627-7415

htto:/Iwww.l000trails.com

Log on and select "preserve" and then from the
drop down menu, select "Colorado River- TX"

Vice President Jim LeBlanc is planning a Chapter
Retreat led by Fr. Bill Tarter. All Dignity

members are invited to spend a weekend in
prayer, reflection, and fellowship.

To register, or to receive pricing
information, please contact Jim at (713)
524-7629 or jleblanc7@houston.[[.com

ALL SOULSOBSERVANCE

Saturday, November 2

During 7:30 Mass

We will hold a special Remembrance Mass
for friends and family who have passed

away.

If you would like to honor someone
special, please contact Kevin Kelly at

(713) 861-2697 or KJKellyTX@aol.com
with your request.

All remembrances will be kept on the altar
until the first Sunday of Advent.

DHN • November 2002. Page 5



Thanksgiving
Potluck
Dinner

November 28

DHN ~
PO Box 667235
Houston, Texas 77266

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

20
Robert Heer
2048 1/2 Colquitt St
Houston, TX 770983406

D
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We are many parts; we are all one body.

Dignitv/Houston, Inc.
is a not for profit organization dedicated to

the spiritual welfare of gay and lesbian
Catholics and friends. All are invited to our

religious services and social gatherings.

Dignity Center: 1307 Yale,
Houston Heights
PO Box 66821,
Houston TX 77266
(713) 880-2872

www.dignityhouston.org
dignityhouston@aol.com

Mail:

Phone:
Web:
Email:

Memberships: Individuals / $45 year
Couples / $84 Year

The Board of Trustees meets monthly.
All are welcome to attend.

President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Trustee:
Trustee:
Trustee:

Kevin Kelly
Jim LeBlanc
Bill Moon
Richard Cole
Joe Quinn
Scott Garrett
Mike Noll

Dignity/Houston News
publishes a monthly newsletter, email

updates, and a web site for our community.
We welcome reader's input.

Editor:

Write:

Or Call:

Web-site:
E-mail:
Mail:

Phone:

·BiII Moon
DHNews@ev1.net
PO Box 667235,
Houston TX 77266
(713) 526-3619

Dignity/USA
www.dignityusa.org
dignity@aol.com
1500 Massachusetts
Ave NW Suite 11
Washington DC 20005
(800) 877-8797

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those
of the editor, Dignity/Houston, Dignity/USA,
or the Roman Catholic Church. Publication

of names should not be construed as an
indication of sexual orientation.

THIS MONTH AT DIGNITY ...
Bill Moon
DHN Editor

We begin the Advent Season by making a few changes
in both our worship environment and the schedule of
services. We have updated the facility layout and
decor, and are expanding our ministry by offering
mass each Sunday during advent, in addition to our
weekly Saturday mass.

The weekend of December 13-15, Vice President Jim
LeBlanc will host a chapter retreat in Columbus,
Texas, which will be led by Fr. Bill Tarter.

Finally, Fr. Don will celebrate a Christmas Eve
candlelight mass on Dec 24.

Then join us Christmas Day for our annual potluck
dinner, and New Years Day for a brunch at President
Kevin Kelly's home.

Spend the Holidays with Dignity! .:.

The Heart of the Group
Qualities of Dignity

Fr. Alcuin Greenburg
DH Associate

What is the most noticeable characteristic of
Dignity/Houston as a group? It is the question serious
members of the chapter ask, especially when looking to
maintaining a quality that meets the needs of the
present participants.

A listing of topics: e.g. Social and Justice concerns that
carry into effective action (food for the Stone Soup
Kitchen), attention to and visitation of the sick (as in
hospitals and in their homes when AIDS-related

The Heart of the Group continued on page 2



CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP

Membership is $45 for individuals and $84
for couples. We will 9.@.Qly help anyone
who needs assistance paying. Your
membership demonstrates a commitment
to furthering our goals and supporting local
activities. To update your directory info, or
for any questions, contact Mike Noll at
(713) 880-2872 or
dignityhouston@aol.com

SATURDAY MASS

We celebrate mass EVERYSaturday night
at 7: 30 p.m. See our Schedule of Events
for info on special services.

Date Presider Host Music

12/07 Fr. Don Scott BJ

12/14 Fr.' Paul Joe Mike

12/21 Fr. Maurice Kevin Greg

12/28 Fr. Eddie Richard Mike

The Heart of the Group continued from page 1

illnesses were so plentiful in Houston).

As a long-time associate of the chapter, I would like
to cite a continuous concern for the Eucharist (the
Mass) to be on the list, near the top.

Recently, within the last two years, I have come
across an aid to informed attention to the Mass and
the Prayer of the Church. For what it's worth, I want
to share the information with you.

The item is WORSHIP, a monthly Daily Missal with
commentaries and edited, practical daily Morning
Prayer and Evening Prayer. The editor and major
contributors are Dominican Priests. This Missal is
printed with rubric color on "Bible Paper" bound into a
booklet pamphlet (6 314 x 4 1/2 inches) and distributed
from Europe by mail in such a way that the US Postal
Service gets each pamphlet to the individual
subscriber before the beginning of the month. A one-
year subscription of 14 issues is US $39.95. The two-
year price for 28 issues is US $69.95.

These prices are in line with a Quality Current Daily
Missal hat is continuous and without current updates.

WORSHIP is available by individual subscription by
writing WORSHIP, PO Box 91, Spencerville, MD
20868-99780, or by calling 1-800-217-6689 or 7-
500-653-6600. .:.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Dee 1
Dee 12
Dee 13
Dee 15
Dee 16
Dee 29

Garey A
Aleuin G
Adam M
Joe Q
Sharon B
Richard C

SUNDAY SERVICES

Join us select Sundays at 5:00 p.m.

12/01 Fr. Bill Phil

12/08 Fr. Bill Phil

12/15 Fr. Bill (at Columbus, TX Retreat)

12/22 Fr. Bill Phil

ARE YOU ON THE DIGNITY NEWS LIST?

We offer a monthly newsletter and periodic email
updates. To sign up, contact us at (713) 880-2872 or

dignityhouston@aol.com or www.dignityhouston.org
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OFFERTORY

10/05 190.00 10/12

10/19 274.00 10/26

110.00

116.00

We thank you for your support!

LET Us HEAR FROM YOU!

This newsletter is the voice of All our
members, and first-time submissions are
highly encouraged. Pleasesubmit articles
and news items by the third Saturday of
the month. Send to Bill Moon, at
DHNews@ev1.net or through the web site
by logging on to www.dignityhouston.org



Taking Responsibility
A Call to Reform

George Wetzel
DHN Columnist

On November 2, at the Call to Action conference in
Milwaukee, James Carroll, author of Toward a New Catholic
Church: The Promise of Reform delivered a major address
calling on the church to reform and embrace and promote
democracy.

In some church circles, until quite recently (the pedophilia
scandal, for one) such a suggestion would have been
humorous. Democracy was viewed as the, enemy of the
church and truth. If we are to truly respect the religious
beliefs and convictions of others, we must embrace the
"gift" of democracy and its process because any striving for
truth by humans is always "through a glass darkly."

It is a constant and continuing striving. Carroll mentions
"the church's own experience - it's grievous sin in relation
to the Jews, for example, its long tradition of denigrating
women and, lately the inability of clerical leaders to
dismantle an autocratic structure that enabled priestly
child abuse - proves how desperately in need of
democratic reform the Catholic Church is.

Carroll exhorts "the Catholic reform movement,
. represented at its best by Call to Action, must therefore
turn the church away from autocracy and toward
democracy, as the catholic people have in fact already
begun to do."

He proposes "a system of checks and balances, true due
process, legislative norms designed to assure equality for
all instead of superiority for some, freedom of expression,
and above all freedom of conscience must be established in
the church - not because the time of liberalism has
arrived, but because the long and sorry story of church
hated of Jews, church triumphal in relation of other
religions, church rigidity in relation to dissent from within,
and the fresh outrage of child rape all lay bare the
structures of oppression that must be dismantled once and
for all.

"You are the prophets of democracy. You are the salt of
the earth, the yeast of the bread, the hope of the church,
which is why I salute you, and why I thank you."

Letter to the Editor
Bobby Mayhugh
DH Member

I would like to thank the members
of Dignity who were at Mass on
November 23, 2002, for the warm
reception they gave to Jon's sister
Jean, and her daughter Meg.

Meg has lived with us once before
in Houston, and knew several of the
guys here, but Jean had never
experienced a community Mass like
ours, much less being around a
group of gay men.

Jean and I talked later and she
commented that she felt that this is
the way a Christian Community
should be: a warm, caring, and
respectful of the different
individuals involved. She
commented that she observed
networking and intermingling of the
men, talking to not one but to many
others, asking about health, jobs,
.and other situations. She noticed a
genuine concern of one for the
other.

She was also impressed by Fr.
Maurice, whom she thought knew
his subject matter well, was able to
get his message across in a concise,
comprehensive and understandable
manner.

By the way, Jean is a retired
schoolteacher of specially
challenged children in the Buffalo,
New York School system. She and
her husband raised their children to
know that they had two uncles in
the south: Uncle Jon and Uncle
Bobby. It is great to have people
like that on our side.

Peaceto all! .:.
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Dignity Chairman Invited to
United Nations Dinner

'Poverty Eradication Awards Held October 30

Pat McArron
DUSA President

Fr. Tom Orians, Chair of DignityUSA's National
HIV/AIDS project, was recently invited to join H.E. Kofi
Annan and the UN Development Program's (UNDP)
Goodwill Ambassador, Danny Glover, for the annual UN
Development Fund's Poverty Eradication Awards
dinner. The dinner was held in the U. N~delegates'
dining room in New York on Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2002.

The UNDP is the UN's global development network,
advocating change and connecting countries to
knowledge, experience and resources to help people
build a better life.

The poverty eradication awards are an attempt to call
attention to urgent need to eradicate poverty by 2015
through the UN's cooperative efforts. This year's focus
is taking action to sustain the Earth's future.

Fr. Tom indicated that, "It was a tremendous honor for
Dignity to be invited. It highlighted in a small way the
UN's recognition of communities of faith and the gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender communities as
partners with the UNin eradicating poverty and
HIV/AIDS which has caused tremendous poverty
throughout the world."

Cited in this year's award is John Dempsey, President
of M-A-C Cosmetics for its leadership in the fight
against poverty through their AIDS fund.

To be able to share in the UNDP's goal and mission of
eradicating poverty especially as it shows itself in the
face of those living with HIV/AIDS is an honor indeed
for our Dignity family. This is a well-deserved
recognition of the scope of our mission & ministry as
well.

As members of Dignity, we are all encouraged to
remember those living with HIV/AIDS and to respond
by providing pastoral care, support and friendship
whenever possible. .:.

Jose crowns Richard
Best Halloween Host

at the recent
Dignity/Houston
Halloween Party.

Members, many in
costume, enjoyed a

marvelous buffet dinner,
drinks, and fellowship at

Richard's home.

SPRING SALE FUNDRAISER

As part of our ongoing fundraising
efforts, Dignity/Houston will conduct a

yard/garage sale early next spring.

Members are asked to begin setting
aside any items they wish to donate.

An announcement will be made after
the first of the year giving the date,

time, and location of the sa/e.
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Schedule of Events

-,

\

WEEKLY MASS AND DINNER

EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT

7:30 P.M.

We gather for mass each Saturday night and then go to
dinner at a variety of restaurants. Join us!

CHAPTER RETREAT
CONFIRMED!

Friday thru Sunday,

December 13-15, 2002

Thousand Trails
Colorado River

Preserve RV Park
1062 Thousand Trails Lane,

Columbus, Texas

800-627-7415

http://www.l000trails.com

Vice President Jim LeBlanc is
hosting a Chapter Retreat led
by Fr. Bill Tarter. For more

info, contact Jim at
(713) 524-7629 or

jleblanc1@houston.rr.com

SUNDAY MASSES

SELECT SUNDAY AFTERNOONS

DECEMBER 1, 8, AND 22 (DIGNITY CENTER) @ 5:00 P.M.

DECEMBER 15 (THOUSAND TRAILS IN COLUMBUS, TEXAS)

Fr. Bill Tarter will celebrate mass each week of Advent.
Regular Sunday mass will be held at the Dignity Center
on December 1, 8, and 22. On December 15, the Sunday
afternoon mass will be celebrated in Columbus, Texas as
part of the Dignity/Houston Chapter Retreat.

NOTE: Regular Saturday Night mass WILL BE celebrated
by Fr. Peut on December 14 at the Dignity Center.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING AT KROGER

TBA
At press time, Dignity/Houston was in the process of
formalizing arrangements with the Kroger Store on
Montrose for our annual Friday night of caroling to benefit
Stone Soup, a local food pantry. The date will be
announced at mass, via email and on the web-site.

BOARD MEETING

THURSDAY - DECEMBER 19
7:30 P.M.

All are invited to attend our monthly meeting.

CHRISTMAS EVE VIGIL MASS

TUESDAY - DECEMBER 24

7:30 P.M.

Vice President Jim LeBlanc hosts as Fr. Don celebrates a
candlelight mass.

CHRISTMAS DAY POTLUCK DINNER

WEDNESDAY - DECEMBER 25
MEET AT 3 - EATAT4

Bring a covered dish and join your Dignity Family of
Choice as we break bread on this joyous day. Roasted
turkey will be provided. We welcome all members and
guests.

New Years Day
BRUNCH

Wednesday, January 1
Noon until 3 pm

At Kevin Kelly's Home

1035 Tulane (in the Heights)
Houston, TX 77007

From the Dignity Center, travel south on
Yale. Take a right on u= Street, and
travel to Tulane. Turn left on Tulane.

Kevin's home is the second on the right.

Kevin's phone (713) 861-2691
e-mall (kjkellvtx@aol.com)
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DHN
PO Box 667235
Houston, Texas 77266

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Robert 1. Heer
2048 ~ Colquitt
Houston, TX 77098-3406

Advent Series
Sundays @ 5 pm

Christmas Vigil Mass
Tuesday, Dee 24 @ 7:30 pm

Christmas Dinner
Wednesday, Dee 25 @ 4 pm
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