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'Good shepherd'
of Montrose helps
his church,rebuild
The young pastor surely knows that his Montrose area

neighborhood is a down-at-the-heels strumpet trying to
clean up her act; but he prefers to liken his area to a
once-innocent child who has lost/its way.
. His role, as one who walks in the shoesof the Fisher-
man, is that of a persuader harking for the prodigal's
return.

The evidence that the pastor's voice is heard among
the lost lies in the growing church membership roils.

This pastor, the Rev. Ronald Pogue, 31. of Methodist
persuasion. is not blind to the strip, disco and porno
spots, the dealers and dopers, the thieves and procurers,
the unwashedand the lonely who prowl Montrose's night
streets. '

But there's the flip side of the coin. Montrose is more
than sin and seamy shops and tourist trap cafes with
classical Greek and Italian names. A baseof solidify and
civilization remains: all did not flee to the suburbs with
the invasion of the unwashed. ,

In recent years the influx of investment dollars has
partially revitalized the area: land values are escalat-
ing: a new young breed of professional people are mov-
ing in.

And Pogue. the pastor of Bering Memorial United
Methodist Church, 1440 Harold at Mulberry - in the
heart of the area - must be regarded one factor in the
rebirth of Montrose.

He may be seenas perhaps the prototype of a new good
shepherd in this modern-day neurosis; euphemistically
defined as the uninhibited, free style living of the aim-
less. disco-manic ":'lie" generation.

HIS sermons, carefully crafted essays of intellectual
clarity, are slanted to those who question, doubt, probe
the integrity of the modern church,

To Pogue, doubt is a healthy form of exploration;
queslions-, he believes, lead to answers, perhaps to re:
demption of the sick spirit.

Today, Montrose is predominantly a neighborhood of
young people. His major gratification, he says. is to hear
newcomers to his church say: "I feel very comfortable
here."

To him, this means, "they have a sense of belonging.
And I'm mystic enough to believe that God has plans for
this church." .

He believes that at least 50,000 people in this poorly
defined area (Southwest Freeway to Allen Parkway,
Kirby Drive to downtown Main) are not active in any
church.

"Those are the oneswe are concerned about," he says,
"'They have lost their moorings. They lack the ability to
make decisions. They are the frustrated, the depressed,
the lost ones."

The role of his church is "to give a spiritual dimension
to a foundation for their decision making."

"That's what faith is all about. Faith is taking a step.
Faith is not simply a belief. It is taking action in what we
believe. People today are seeking peace, purpose. The
rebellion is against parents, authority and the church."

So the mystic surfaces in this energetic young pastor,
who is apparently innocent of guile. So lacking in guile
is he that someof his communicants speakof him behind
his back as the "'good shepherd of Montrose." They
would not so talk in front of him for fear of embarrassing
him.
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After he earned his master of divinity, he was assigned
to St. Luke's then later to Bishop Paul Calloway's staff at
the Texas Annual Conference.

His superiors sensed this articulate young man had the
qualifications for stardom, so to speak. in Methodism."

Brilliance is not enough; the concomitant of zeal and
talent often generates the pure evangelistic flame that
John Wesley sought to instill in his followers.

Dr. John Fellers, for one, believes that Pogue is Im-
bued with that flame. "He is one of the most brilliant-and
promising young ministers in the church today," he
says. So the bishop gave young Pogue one of the most
challenging assignments in the area: ancient, declimng
Bering. rich in history but no longer of stature.

So far. the new young pastor hasn't disappointed his
superiors or himself.

The diversity of his church that he loves to dwell upon
is inherited. The first pastor of his church, originally
known as the First German Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, was Rev. Charles Goldenberg, a Jew converted to
Methodism

The Rev. Ronald
Pogue, 31, pastor of
the Bering United
Methodist Church in
the Montrose area
brings new life to ~
decliningchurch.



February 5, 1980

Dear Friends ~

The Communications Committee of Bering Memorial United Methodist
Church will be putting together a calendar of community events for distrl-
bution to members of the church. It is our intention to distribute the
calendar the week immediately preceeding the month for which the calendar
is designed. In order to do this, we will need a complete list of com-
munity events at least one week before distribution of the calendar (the
third week of the month). To this end, we request that you mail us each
month a complete list of events being sponsored by your organization, if
thlS is possible. ~e believe this will facilitate the involvement of
members of the church in the community and its activities. We appreciate
your cooperation.

Faithfully, ~

~~(~
Esther Houser'- Chairperson

RONALD D. POGUE
Pastor

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church • 1440 Harold Street. Houston, Iexes 77006.526-1017
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BERING MEMORIAL
United Methodist Church

August 20, 1983

To: Organization$ with concern for the high risk AIDS
population

From: Bering Memorial United Methodist Church

Re: AIDS Information and Support Group

Responding to a strongly felt need in the community, Bering

Memorial United Methodist Church will present a six-week

group experience beginning September 10, 1983 for persons

who are concerned about AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency

Syndrome). The purpose of the group is to provide support

and information for the "Worried Well" so that they are

better able to deal more effectively and intelligently with

the seriousness of the AIDS related issues that may impact

their lives and their health. This experience will be lead

by professional psychotherapists who will guide the experi-

en~e toward each participant's continuing ability to effec-
-~

ti~ely deal with his or her concerns.

We will greatly appreciate it if you will disseminate this

information among your members.

For further information you may call 527-9051 or the church

office at 526-1017.

1440Harold Street. Houston, Texas77006. 526-101
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BERING MEMORIAL
United Methodist Church

Bering Church, 1440 Harold, is sponsoring a

Six-Week Experience of Support and Information

FOR THE WORRIEDWELL

beg-inning Saturday, September 10, 1983, and including 2

four-hour Saturday afternoon sessions, and 4 two-hour

Thursday evening sessions. Topics addressed include:

your individual concerns; medical information; high-

risk sexual behavior; lifestyle adaptations; and emo-

tional, spiritual, social, and health issues.

-All Sessions will be lead by professional psychothera-

pists, and ministers of the church will be available by

request. There is a fee of $20.00 for-e.a,ch session and
-~

insurance is welcomed.

A limited number- of sponsorships for two-thirds of the

fee will be available for persons between ages 18 and 30.

For information and reservations, call 527-9051, or the

church office at 526-1017.

1440Harold Street. Houston, Texas77006. 526-1017



August 31, 1983

Memo to: Administrative Board Members

Bering United Methodist Church

From: Susan Spruce

RE: Agenda item for September Administrative Board Meeting

Dear Board ~ember:

At its May, 1983, meeting, the Administrative Board appointed a committee of

eight to draft a letter to the Texas Methodist. The purpose is to express our

concerns regarding the current debate over proposed revisions to our denomina-

tion's official statement on the relationship of persons of same-sex orientation,
to the church.

As you know, delegates from annual conferences throughout the United Methodist

Church will be meeting next spring in Baltimore for the 1984 General Conference.

The delegates will be making decisions on many issues, including whether to make

our denomination's statement on homosexual practices more or less restrictive.

The current language of the "Social Principles" (The Book of Discipline 1980, p.

90) makes the following specific statement about persons of same-sex orientation:

"Homosexual persons no less than heterosexual persons are individ-

uals of sacred worth, who need the ministry and guidance of the Church

in their struggles for human fulfillment, as well as the spiritual

and emotional care of a fellowship which enables reconciling relation-

ships with God, with others, and with self. Further we insist that

all persons are entitled to have their human and civil rights ensured,

though we do not condone the practice of homosexuality and consider

this practice incompatible with Christian teaching."

The intent of the proposed letter is not to recommend a particular position

on proposed legislation. Rather, our goal is to lift up the importance of how

the issue is discussed. Will we hear voices of fear, mistrust, and condemna-

tion or those of reason, understanding and openness to the spirit of love?

Will the discussions help to enlighten our comprehension of some very difficult

physiological and theological questions, or will they degenerate into swearing

matches that cause alienation and divisiveness within our communities of faith?

The draft of the letter will be completed in early September and presented

to the Administrative Board from review on September 17, at 10:30 a.m. In pre-

paration for the meeting, I urge your review of the enclosed study material

from the United Methodist Board of Discipleship.*

If you have any questions regarding the enclosed materials or have suggestions

for the letter content, please contact one of the committee members listed below:



Carl Hays

Minnie Higginbotham

Annette Jones

Bill Love

Ron Pogue

Mary Potthoff

Ann Sasso

Susan Spruce

694-1732

723-8194

526-1018

622-0517

526-1018

465:-4465

520-6542

524-7766

* The study booklet is Homosexuality: In Search of a Christian Understanding

and is not enclosed if you previously received the material in connection with
committee work or a church class.



November 4, 1983

M E M 0

TO: AdmiQistrative Board Members

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church

FROM: Esther Houser, Chairperson

RE: November Administrative Board Meeting

The Administrative Board wi]] hold its next meeting on Saturday, Novem-

ber 19, 1983, at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

Enclosed for your consideration are two documents that will be before

us for discussion and vote at the upcoming Board meeting. First, is a pro-

posed revision in our local church organizational struc~ure prepared by

the 1983 Nominating Committee at the direction of the 1982 Charge Conference.

The purpose of the revision is to provide greater coordination among various

church groups as well as to make more efficient use of meeting times.

The second enclosure is a proposed letter from our Administrative Board

to other United Methodists expressing concerns about the upcoming General

Conference debate on homosexuality. The draft was prepared by a sub-commit-

tee of the Board appointed last May. In preparation for the discussion on

the proposed letter. you're urged to review a study booklet previously dis-

tributed to you from the United Methodist Board of Discipleship, entitled

Homosexuality: In Search of a Christian Understanding.

If you have questions concerning either the proposed structural revi-

sions or the letter, please take time to contact one of the committee mem-

bers listed below.

1983 Nominations and Personnel Committee:

Richard Parker

Susan Spruce

Esther Houser

Aaron Spencer

Ann Sasso

Richard Trevathan

Susan Potthoff

Frances Bickley

v .J. Bingham

Letter Committee:

Carl Hays

Minnie Higginbotham

Annette Jones

sri i Love

Ron Pogue

Mary Potthoff

Ann Sasso

Susan Spruce

694-1732

723-8194

526-1017

622-0517

516-1017

465-4465

520-6542

524-7766



PROPOSEDLOCAL CHURCH STRUCTURE

BERING MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

GRAND PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS & PERSONNEL

CHARGE CONFERENCE

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE

~

'\.~

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

DISCIPLESHIP COORDINATOR

EDUCATION

EVANGELISM

STEWARDSHIP

WORSHIP

HERITAGE

MEMBERSHIP

OUTREACH COORDINATOR

CHURCH & SOCIETY

C. UNITY & INTERRELIGIOUS

MISSIONS

RELIGION & RACE

HEALTH & WELFARE

HIGHER EDUCATION & CAMPUS

SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN

FELLOWSHIP COORDINATOR

U.M. WOMEN

U.M. MEN

U.M. YOUTH

AGE-LEVEL & FAMILY MINISTRIES

LAY SHEPHERDS

BRUNCH

*THE COORDINATING COMMITTEE will consist of::Admin. Council Chair, Trustee Chair, Lay Leader/Delegate to An. Conf., Finance Committee Chair,
Communications, Discipleship, Outreach, Fellowship Coordinators, a Young Adult and the Pastors. It will function as the Pastor-Parish
Committee and set the Administrative Council agenda.each month.



.7

An)Open Letter to United Methodists:

At the last three General Conferences the United Methodist Church's official

position on homosexuality has been hotly debated. As the 1984 Conference approach-

es, proponents for more restrictive as well as less restrictive language referring

to homosexuality are formulating their positions.

We at Bering Memorial United Methodist Church are a community of faith whose

members hold va~ing views on the implications of same-sex orientation. As in

most congregations, there is a range of sexual expression from homosexual ~o he-

terosexual. For all of us, understanding emerges as we struggle to love and be in

ministry with ~ersons whose sexual orientation differs from our own. We are con-

vinced that love and respect of each individual's worth before God is essential for

healing and growth. We believe that a commitment to love and respect for all per-

sons is not an option for Christians but a requirement of our baptism.

Many persons both in and outside the church will watch closelv the upcoming

debate at General Conference. The impact of this debate on the Church's ability to

do the only thing it is called to do--to be the body of Christ in the world--de-

pends as much upon how this debate is conducted as upon what is decided.

In order for the debate to proceed in a clearheaded, respectful and productive

way, we feel it is vital that the delagates take time now to become informed about

the different biblical, theological and ethical perspectives on same-sex orienta-

tion. We also ask them to become familiar with relevant information contributed by

the social, medical and behavioral sciences. The United Methodist Board of Disciple-

ship has several resources available on the subject, including Homosexuality: In

Search of a Christian Understanding, a 55-page book edited by Leon Smith, and "The

Study Document on Human Sexuality" from the 1980 General Conference.

We call upon all United Methodists to join us in this commitment to openness

and the presence of respect and love when the 1984 General Conference considers the

church's official position on homosexuality. In particular we ask you to join with

us in commitment to:

1. Pray weekly between now and the General Conference in May, 1984, and

daily during the conference that a spirit of love and respect will

permeate all the proceedings.

2. Study the denominational resources available on homosexuality.

3. Ask your General Conference delegates to join you in prayer and study.

It will be tragic if the General Conference is distracted and divided over this

one issue and its voice of love so muffled that it is hindered in its consideration

of the nuclear arms race, war, hunger and the entire spectrum of issues related to

justice and human rights. Prayer and study will help to keep all matters of concern

in perspective. Thus, the headlines generated by Church action will serve as a light

to the nations rather than a bushel under which that light is hidden.



BERING MEMORIAL
United Methodist Church

Dear Friend,

During the weeks leading up to the January 19 referendum
on the city ordinances dealing with job discrimination
based on sexual orientation, Houston's citizens were exposed to
the most vicious barrage of misinformation I have ever experienced
in a political campaign in this city. The religious community
was used by the opponents and a very narrow perspective on
both scripture and religious teaching was presented as the only
"tru,e position" a "real Christian" could possibly take.
It was a sad time in our city and, I am sorry to say, I don't
believe it is over. Some have said that homophobia is the
racism of the 80's.

The Education Commission of Bering Memorial Church felt it
could help heal our city and brace our religious leaders if we
could spend some time together in study and reflection on the
issue. To that end, we have invited Prof. VictorP. Furnish and
Prof. David Switzer from the Perkins School of Theology at
Southern Methodist University to present their views in a
symposium here at Bering. Both men have written important
materials on the subject of sexual orientation and they have been
published by Abingdon and Discipleship Press.

Because you are a respected citizen in Houston and because
your position and informed response to inaccurate and misleading
information on this painful issue is vitally important, we want
to invite you to join us for this series. The enclosed flyer
gives complete details. Please call the Church office and let
us know if you plan to attend, so we can have an estimate of
how many to prepare for. I really hope you'll make it a
priority and attend!

Faithfully yours,

RONALD D. POGUE
Pastor

1440Harold Street • Houston, Texas77006 • 526-1017


