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My birth name: Cesar Mariscal; better
known as Mimi for the last 12 years.

Sign: Aries.

Birthplace: Mexico. The youngest of 6
brothers and sisters.

The love of my life: My dog.

Inspiration in life and career: My
inspiration has always been the Mexican
singer Alejandra Guzman; in my career I
reflect myself through her.

About your artistic career: I have
been performing for 12 years and my
top characters have been Rocio Durcal,
Alejandra Guzman and Gwen Stefani;

How long have you been in the US?W~e
been in the US for the past 8 years. D
ing this time I've been traveling all o"7eriP
the country. I've worked at Circus, one Of
the best night clubs in Los Angeles; at the
Arena in Denver, and other places in Colo-
rado, North Carolina, Ohio, Chicago, and
Tor the last 5 years, at the Havana Lounge,
in Dallas, TX, where I have a show every
Wednesday at 10 pm with performers
from the Los Angeles and Dallas areas.

Your professional achievements while
in the US: I've always been trying to give
back to my community. I've supported or-
ganizations, such as Valiente; I've assist-
ed people with HIV-related problems, and
gay seniors who have been left all alone
during the hardest time of their lives. I
thank God for my good health and for giv-
ing me the energy to do what Ilikethe most.

~ - \:
Goals: I would like to be recognized
professionally in the US and abroad
for my high quality, professional
work, and for my efforts of putting the
best of me during my performances.

Advice for people initiating in the
Travesty world: Never give up. There'
are people who may want tointiMi-
date and bully you, but you shouldn't
let them win. Everyone deserves a
chance. Please take care or yourselves
because we live in very hard times in a
world that not always ungerstands us.
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By Tammye Nash
Text extracted from "The Official Guide to Dallas Pride 2008"

R
emember 1983?
It was the year that Microsoft Word was introduced
and Motorola debuted the first cell phone. The space
shuttle Challenger made its maiden voyage, carrying
Sally Ride, the first American woman in space.
Michael Jackson's album "Thriller" was burning up the

charts, while Lionel Richie had people dancing "All Night Long."
Star Wars III: Return of the Jedi" and "Flashdance" were filling
the movie theaters.

In 1983, the U.S. economy was just beginning to pull itself out
the most serious recession since the Great Depression of the
1930s. Gasoline was about $1.50 a gallon. America was mourning
the loss that year of gay dramatist Tennessee Williams, one of the
20th Century's foremost playwrights. And at the same time, the
country was learning to love the gravelly-voiced Harvey Fierstein,
who's "Torch Song Trilogy" had just won the Tony Award for best
play, marking mainstream acceptance of gay theater. And in Dal-
las, the Dallas Tavern Guild was gearing up to put on its first gay
Pride parade.

That wasn't Big D's first Pride
parade. The first one actually hap-
pened in June 1972, when about
50 people gathered to march
through downtown Dallas to com-
memorate the Stonewall Riots of
1969. The second one was held a
year later.

Dallas' third pride parade was held
in 1980, but the event as
we know it today was born in 1983,
when the Tavern Guild took over
and moved the event from June
to September, both to take ad-
vantage of the cooler fall weather
and to commemorate Judge Jerry
Buchmeyer's ruling in August 1982
striking down Texas' infamous sodomy law.
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The Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals over-
turned Buchmeyer's ruling in 1984, but
nobody made June any cooler in Texas,
so the parade - renamed the Texas
Freedom Parade - stayed in September.
And, under the loving direction of Tav-
ern Guild Executive Director Alan Ross,
it kept on growing.

The Tavern Guild presented the first
awards to parade entries in 1985, which
was also the first year that the parade
had actual grand marshals. Lesbian
author Rita Mae Brown and local activist
Howie Daire got that first-time honor.
The next year, 1986, the Tavern Guild
began dedicating the parade to guild
members that had died within the last
12 months.

By 1991, Alan Ross' health was begin-
ning to fail as his battle with AIDS
continued. The Tavern Guild members,
wanting to honor their first and - at
that time - only rename the parade in
his honor. And the annual event became
the Alan Ross Texas Freedom Parade.
In the early days, parade entries includ-
ed a lot of brightly colored floats from
the gay and lesbian nightclubs blaring
dance music, female impersonators
in sparkling tiaras, imposing men and
women in leather and muscular young
bare-chested men dancing wildly.

Sgt. Earl Newsom, then Central Patrol
Division commander and the unofficial
liaison between the gay community and
the Dallas Police Department, was co-
grand marshal of the parade in 1987.

Seven years later, then-Dallas Police
Chief Ben Click became the city's first
top law enforcement officer to speak
at the rally in Lee Park following the
parade.

Openly gay Dallas City Council members
were a parade presence throughout
the 1990s. But it was 2002 when Laura
Miller became the first sitting Dallas
mayor to ride in the Alan Ross Texas
Freedom Parade.

The parade has always been a celebra-
tion of pride and spirit and progress.
But there have been certain years with
special reasons to celebrate, starting, of
course, in 1983 with Judge Buchmeyer's
ruling striking down the sodomy law.
Each year since, the parade has cel-
ebrated the victories both large and
small: the elections of openly gay and
lesbian officials at the city, county and
state level, like City Council members
Craig McDaniel, Chris Luna, John Loza
and Ed Oakley, County Sheriff Lupe Val-
dez, County Judge Jim Foster and State
Representative Glen Mawey.

There were legal victories, like Mica
England's 1993 victory in a lawsuit chal-
lenging the Dallas Police Department's
ban on gay and lesbian officers, the
2003 U.S. Supreme Court ruling striking
down the Texas sodomy law, the 2004.
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Massachusetts Supreme Court ruling
legalizing same-sex marriage there and,
this year, the California ruling legalizing
same-sex marriage on the other side of
the country.

But even in those years when reasons
to celebrate seemed nonexistent - when
people were dying by the hundreds of
AIDS or when Texans overwhelmingly
voted to amend the state Constitution
to prohibit gay marriage - the parade
was a party that could always manage
to raise hopes and spirits.

Today, Harvey Fierstein is back on
Broadway in "A Catered Affair", a musi-
cal for which he wrote the book and in
which he co-stars. While a few blocks
over off Broadway, the gay hip-hop op-
era "BASH'd" is making waves and car-
rying gay theater another step forward.

And this year, just like in each of the
previous 24 years, on the third Sun-
day in September, the Alan Ross Texas
Freedom Parade will march down Cedar
Springs, through the heart of Dallas'
LBGT community.

The crowds have grown: Tavern Guild
Executive Director Michael Doughman
said he expects between 40,000 and
50,000 spectators to line the parade
route this year.

The number of entries has grown, too -
Doughman said there will be more than
100 this year - and many of the faces
have changed.

But one thing hasn't changed: The 2008
Alan Ross Texas Freedom Parade will
still be this community's biggest party
celebrating the LGBTcommunity's prog-
ress in the battle for civil rights and the
unique spirit that keeps the community
always moving forward.

Text extracted from "The Official Guide to
Dallas Pride 2008". Pages 24 - 27.

By Tammye Nash.
Photos courtesy of Stephen A. Masker's

Flyckr account.
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if~ROSS
By Tammye Nash

Text extracted from "The Official Guide to Dallas Pride 2008"

Physically, Alan Ross was a small man. But he made a gi-
ant impact on Dallas'LGBT community. And nowhere is that
impact more obvious today than in Dallas' annual gay Pride
parade that bears his name: The Alan Ross Texas Freedom
Parade.

Ross moved to Dallas from his hometown of Bartlesville,
Okla., in the 1960s with his wife and son. Eventually,
Ross came out and he and his wife divorced.

Once he came out, Ross threw himself into
his new community. He retired early from a
national retailer, and from that time on spent
all his time volunteering with a variety of com-
munity organizations and working with the
Dallas tavern Guild.

Ross was the Tavern Guild's first executive
director, and when the group took over spon-
sorship of Dallas' Pride parade each year, the
job of organizing the event fell to Ross.

Cedar Springs businessman Richard Long-
staff remembers how the parade got its name
and its unusual September date. "When the
Tavern Guild first took over the parade, Alan
and I went down to Houston to see their pa-
rade, and after, we were talking about what
we could do. We wanted to make our parade II

bigger and better than theirs," he continued.
"Both of the parades were in June then, and it
was dreadfully hot and miserable in June."

District Judge Jerry Buchmeyer had issued his
ruling striking down the Texas sodomy law in
August 1982. "But it was still too hot in Au-
gust," Longstaff said. "Then Alan said, "Well,
the ruling didn't go into effect for about 30
days, so let's do it in September."

From that moment on, the Texas Freedom Pa-
rade was Alan Ross' baby, his pride and Joy.
Kathy Jack spent many years working with
Ross to organize the parade. She said that
getting him to dole out some of the responsi-
bility for the event was a hard job indeed. "I
got to know Alan back in 1982. When he took
over the parade, it became a total one-mail
show. He wanted to do everything himself.
We practically had to beg him to let us help
him get it all done," Jack said "Today it takes
at least 2S people to put it together and get
everything done. To think that he did all that
by himself is just amazing. He worked on it
day and night."

Ross continued to be the head..•.• alliier of
the parade until 1994 when fafTIng health
forced him to hand the job over to someone
else. Jack and Paul Lewis stepped up to work
together to fill his shoes.

In 1990, after Ross found out he was HIV-
positive, Tavern Guild members voted to re-
name the parade in his honor. But the parade
was far from his only contribution.

He originated the PWA Holiday Gift Project,
filling and delivering gift bags to every person
he could find who had HIV. He was also the
one who came up with the idea for the Living
Tribute in Lee Park, a memorial to people who
had died of AIDS, and who fought through
all the hundreds of miles of red tape to see it
through to completion.

Rosswas on the board of numerous communi-
ty organizations, including the Resource Cen-
ter of Dallas and the now-defunct Oak Lawn
Community Services. In fact, recalls longtime
activist and friend William Waybourn, "He
kept a foot in almost every organization in the
community."

"He worked for the Tavern Guild, but he was
an activist, too," Waybourn said of Ross. "He
lived and breathed that parade; it was his life.
But he also brought his activism to the Tavern
Guild job.

"He was on the board of the Dallas Gay Al-
liance in the late '70s and early '80s when
we changed it from a political organization to
a service organization. He was a big part of
that, "Waybourn said. "He was very small in
stature, but he had a strength about him that
made things happen."

Jack agreed. "He was a great man. He did
things other people thought of but never did.
He made things happen," she said.
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