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TAF'S NEWS
IT'S IN THE BAG '93
When the call went out for

donations for this years
event, the community

responded with overwhelming
generosity. The event netted over
$115,000.00. Individuals, businesses,
and organizations took up the
challenge to make this the best
auction ever and gave bidders an
incredibly varied and tempting
selection of items.

Live auction M.C., Dayna Steele,
of KLOL radio, entertained the
audience as she auctioned off an
exciting selection of items which
raised over $15,000.

There were four fantasy vacations
to choose from including transatlantic
passage for two (2) on Cunard
Cruises' QE II. Jewelry, opera and
ballet tickets and Tommy Tune's
Broadway memento bag were all the
subjects of intense bidding. Many
thanks to Houston Ballet, Houston
Grand Opera, David Webb Jewelers,
American Airlines, Advance Travel,
All Seasons Travel, Continental
Airlines and Windjammer Cruises.

The silent auction beckoned with
a wide variety of items beautifully
displayed by a team from Neiman
Marcus. Donations from City Cycles,
Theater Lab Houston, Wierzbowski
Gallery, Carter and Cooley, Radio
Music Theater, Earle Rosenblum
Jewelry, Marquita Mastersen, Chanel,
Judith Leiber, Paloma Picasso, Carlos
Falchi, and many other celebrities,
restaurants, and catering firms
helped TAF in its efforts to make this
years silent auction a resounding
success.

Ann Wheeler, center, presents checkfrom "Super Sponsor" Park Plaza Hospital to
Charles Freeman, left, Event Director and Jackson Hicks, Honorary Chairman.

Over fifty artists generously
donated creative original works for
the auction. They were in every
imaginable medium including oils,
watercolor, assemblage, sculpture,
fabric, metal and photography.

Those artists who participated
included James Bettison, Richard Flur,
Sharon Kopriva, Kermit Eisenhut,
Howie Keck, Lauren E. Sinnott, April
Rapier, Mark Guillory, Alfred Lee,
Joseph Cullota, Susie Rosmarin,
Ginger Barber, Dee Wolff, L.A.
Clever, Lin Swanner, Susan Budge,
Elena Cusi Wortham, Sandi Seltzer
Bryant, Cara Baker, McKay Otto,
Debbie Breckeen, Robin Utterback,
Mark Wade, Jeff Law, John Pavlicek,

Robert Rector, Joan Steinman,
James Groff, Robert Porter,
Daphne Scarbrough, Nancy Ruby,
Richard Lee Grett, Judy Breitenbach,
Robert Ramos, Earl and Susan Staley,
Christopher Craig, Lori Vogel,
Rusty Arena, John M. Lindon II,
Marl Eckhoff, Robert Weimerskirch,
Dan Allison, Jack Boynton, R. A.
Gonzales, George Krause, Ron Read,
Jesus Bautista Moroles, Karey
Rawitscher, Kevin Beer and Bob Bass.

Many other individuals and
organizations donated items or
services to support this auction.
Among them were the Diana Foun-
dation, Dream Merchant, Michael

(Continued on page 3)



News From the Front
by Trey Yates, TAF President

InJune of this year, I assumed the
office of President of The Assis-

tance Fund and quite frankly, the
months that have followed have been
the most fulfilling of my life.

Above all, I stand amazed at the
never ending support and affirmation
of purpose our organization receives
from others.

Throughout the summer, the
Board of Directors and the event
committee for "It's in the Bag '93"
worked feverishly on preparations
for our major fund raising event held
September 26, 1993 at JAGS.

Though mentioned in greater
details herein, I want to take this
opportunity to thank all of those
involved with "It's in the Bag '93"
and collectively congratulate you on
a lovely evening. Through your
efforts, TAF accomplished its goals,
netting over $115,000 and substan-
tially increasing the attendance over
last year's benefit.

In reviewing the list of Contribu-
tors and Volunteers for the evening, I

am particularly proud of the event
committees' achievement in the
diversity of those individuals and
companies represented.

I am pleased to announce that
plans for our 1994 major fundraiser
are already underway and would like
to encourage anyone interested in
helping TAF surpass this year's
achievements contact our office with
your suggestions and contributions.

TAF, at present, is the recipient of
public grants made available by the
Ryan White Care Act and the Texas
Department of Health which are
administered by the Greater Houston
HIV Alliance. Also, DIFFA/Houston
has once again given their unfailing
support to our organization through
a generous grant.

In 1993, The Assistance Fund
increased its client base by thirty

Celebrate '94 New York Style
Celebrate New Year's Eve atop

the Wyndham Warwick with
The Assistance Fund, Bering Com-
munity Service Foundation, and
Houston Clinical Research Network
Enjoy panoramic views from the
twelfth floor of Houston's landmark
hotel. Tickets are $65/ person and
include open bar, hor'deurves,
champagne toast at midnight, and a
hearty breakfast buffet at 12:30 AM.
Musical entertainment by disc jockey
J. Edward from Austin, and comedy
cabaret trio, Less Miserable of Dallas.
Black-tie optional. Guest rooms and
suites available. Call for guaranteed
reservations: (713) 529-6071 or Fax
(713) 529-3626
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percent (30%) and is currently paying
out over thirty thousand dollars
($30,000) a month in health insurance
premiums on behalf of its clients.

As the foregoing figures indicate,
our organization anticipates contin-
ued growth in 1994, increasing the
demands upon the already desig-
nated funds available. Its therefore
apparent that TAF's responsibility in
raising charitable dollars will only
continue to increase and it's in that
spirit that we ask that you seriously
consider a year end donation to TAF.

On New Year's Eve, TAF, Bering
Community Service Foundation, and
Houston Clinical Research Network
will host a party at the Wyndham
Warwick We encourage our sup-
porters to be in attendance to cel-
ebrate the end of a miraculous year
for TAF and to recommit to the
vision we share for the year ahead.

On behalf of the Board of Direc-
tors of The Assistance Fund, I wish
you a holiday season full of joy and a
prosperous New Year.

1he design and printing of this newsletter Is graciously
underwritten by Marion Graphics· Houston, TX
(713) 623-6444

The Assistance Fund, a SOl(C)(3) non-
profit organization formed in 1988 pays
medical insurance premiums and
emergency prescription drug expenses for
persons who are HIV positive until they
qualify for coverage under Medicare.

Mailing Address: 2476 Bolsover, #455,
Houston, TX 77005-2518
713.529-4788
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Ken Hoge, Vice President
Betty Tonnessen, Treasurer
Kim Wells, Secretary

Sean Rudolph, Administrator
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Victor Borgeson
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What a Year It's Been...
The Miss Camp
America Pageant

The silver anniversary edition of
The Miss Camp America Pageant

was held on September 18,1993 and
as in years past TAF was one of the
recipients of that foundations chari-
table donations. After an evening of
laughter, beauty, song and dance,
MCA President, Tim Seidler pre-
sented TAF with a check in the
amount of $10,000.

TAF extends its gratitude to the
Miss Camp America Foundation not
only for its charitable vision, but for
the joy it brings to the community.

The Gray Party

On October 17, 1993, The Gray
Party held its annual marathon

celebration raising over $7,000 in

donations for TAF. Filling a local
hotspot to capacity, party goers danced
into the evening for a good cause. TAF
gratefully acknowledges the efforts of
this group of dedicated individuals.

The 1993 Houston
Black Tie Dinner

The Human Rights Campaign
Fund Black Tie Executive Commit-

tee selected TAF as one of several
community organizations that were the
recipients of charitable proceeds raised
at their dinner held November 6,1993.

TAF thanks this national organiza-
tion and local organizers for its continu-
ing contribution and its never ending
work to ensure an effective national
response to HIV IAIDS.

Looking
Ahead ...
As the New Year looms in the

horizon, TAF is excited about
several planned events in 1994.
The following is a partial list of
confirmed dates so mark your
calendars:

On April 15, 1994, TAF will
host a concert evening with "The
Flirtations." "The Fabulous
Flirtations" have been thrilling
audiences with their unique blend
of politics, musical ability and
humor since their formation in
Greenwich Village.

Body Positive IHouston has
announced plans for its second
annual Cinco de Mayo festival.
This year's all day event, to be held
on May 7, 1994, promises to have
activities for all ages including
clowns, a live band, and a

(continued on page 5)

It's in the Bag '93 (Continuedfrompagel)

Kemper Salon.Iamail Family Market, The Enchanted
Garden, Montrose All-Breed Dog Grooming, Saks Fifth
Avenue, We-Frame-It, Intermedia, Ruth Meric Catering,
Sensia Salon, Kevin R. Smith, MD, Claude Furniture
Imports, Urban Retreat, Macy's, Crossroads Market, The
Great Greek, Janice Rudy Designs, Pappas' Restaurant,
Houston Symphony and Colorado River Designs.

Almost 2,500 tickets were sold for the raffle which
was a tremendous success. For $5 you bought a chance
to win fabulous prizes donated by British Airways, the
Edwardian Hotel, Les Marks Chevrolet, Tremont House
and Tiffany & Co.

Our deepest appreciation is extended to
Jackson and Company, Norma Zenteno and
the Secret, Carol Fran and Clarence
Hollimon and the honorable Eleanor Tinsley
for their contributions to the evening.

TAFis also grateful to the core of volun-
teers whose tireless efforts throughout the
year contributed to the overall success ofIt's in
the Bag'93!
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(Top) Trey Yates, Charles
Freeman, Laurent Belin, Jackson
Hicks, Alan Stolz.

(Left) Harold Rains, Former TAF
President



Our goal at TAF is to assure
the continuance of medical care
necessary for persons who are
lllV positive that financially
qualify for our services through
the payments of medical
insurance premiums. To apply
for assistance, an application
package may be requested from
TAP's main office by calling
(713) 529-4788.

TAF'S
APPLICATION

GUIDELINES

Please contact me with more information on how I can help.

All applicants are required to
provide TAF with verification of
existing medical insurance and
financial inability to pay the premi-
ums for their coverage. An interview
with a registered social worker is
also required as part of the applica-
tion process. New applicants may
expect up to thirty (30) days for
completion of the application
process before approval.

Once approved, TAF will pay
the amount necessary to cover
the premium payments for a
period of from one to six months.
All clients are re-evaluated at
least every six (6) months to
confirm the accuracy of current
financial information and contin-
ued eligibility. Names of all
applications and clients of TAP
are kept confidential.

TAF has many opportunities for persons who would like to serve the community as a volunteer. Being a TAP
- Volunteer is-very rewarding in-that you know TAl-elients are benefiting from the service provided. The volunteer

jobs are various and include: assistance with bulk mailings, helping in public relations, running errands, computer
data entry, event work, serving on committees and general office work

Throughout the year, TAF needs many volunteers. You are urged and encouraged to lend us your support Also,
please help us recruite your friends. Fill out the coupon and send to TAF. We'll contact each prospect for additional
information. Thank you for your support.

Volunteers Needed

,---------------------------------------1
Iwant to be a TAF volunteer!

Name _

Address &Zip _

Home Phone/Work Phone -----------------------------------------------------------------
Company Affiliation _

Company Position _

Special Skills _

Other friends we can contact ---------------------------------------------------------------

Mail Coupon to: The Assistance Fund
Attn: Volunteer Committee
2476 Bolsover, #455
Houston, TX 77005-2518L ~
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Looking Ahead ... (con tin ued from page 3)

Margarita mix-off." Arnaldo,
owner of Pico's restaurant has once
again offered his Kirby /Hwy 59
location for this huge outdoor event!
TAF acknowledgments to Susan
Stanfield and Robert Berry for their
continued support.

In June 1994, TAF and the Alley
Theater will again combine forces for
an opening night benefit of the
revival of "Hair," the classic 60's
tribute to peace, love and all that's
"groovy."

The Board of Directors is pleased
to announce that September 25,1994
is the date selected for its major
fundraiser for 1994 and that Jackson
Hicks will again serve as Honorary
Chairman of this anticipated event.

For the third year in a row, Mr.
Hicks and Jackson and Company
have given of their time and talents to
make "It's in the Bag" a success ... and
1994 should prove no different

For information concerning
the forgoing events, please call
(713)526-4788

What Our Clients
Are Salling About

The Assistance Fund",

"Without the help of the Assistance Fund, I'd probably
be dead by now. Thank you. "

"Your assistance gives me hope to keep on going. Be-
cause I can see my own doctor, I still have my dignity
and pride. You're a Godsend. I don 't know what I'd do if
I didn't have your help. "

"Without insurance, I feel my quality of healthcare
would be much less. Thank you for taking some of the
financial pressure off me. The assurance I have in
knowing you're there for me makes me feel a lot better. "
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TAF expresses our sincere gratitude
to those who generously supported
us last year with contributions of
$1,000or greater. TAF's Millinery
Oub members for 1993 (as of
12/1/93) are as follows:

Zandra Anderson
The Care Group of Texas, Ine.
CareMark, Ine.
Kelly DeHay
Design Industries Foundation for AIDS

(DIFFA)
DIANA Foundation
William Dickson, Jr.
Enron Foundation
Four Seasons
Charles Freeman
William S. Gilmer, MD
Gray Party
Greater Houston HIV Alliance (GHHA)
Roger Heimbaugh
Jackson & Company
Jackson Hicks
Susan E. Hill
Home Nutritional Services, Ine. (HNS)
Alan J. Hurwitz, MD
Harris & Eliza Kernpner Fund
Marion Graphics
MCA Foundation
Barry Mandel
McDugald-Steele, Ine.
Amjad Najjar, MD
Neiman Marcus
David A. Newton
ONCOL Center for IV Therapies:

Drs. Brewton, Crofoot, Quesada &
Rios

Park Plaza Hospital
Cappy Pittman
Anthony D. Pryor
Jim Richardson, MD & Bruce Whoolley
Robinson Foundation
G. Scott Sawyer, MD
Larry Schechter in honor of his 10th

Anniversary
Brent Spiner (Star Promotions)
Southhampton Medical Group:

Drs. Bockmon, Frazier & McNamara
Betty Tonnessen
Trinity Episcopal Church of Houston
Twelve Oaks Hospital
Vivo Y Positivo (Body Positive-Houston)
Preston Wrotenbery
Yates, Liddell & Yates



III the Spirit of the Season ...

As the holiday season fast
approaches, what more

appropriate time to make a year
end donation to TAF than now.

Whether its an outright contri-
bution or a gift for Christmas in the

name of another, you have the
assurance of knowing that for every
dollar given to TAF, we are able to
purchase approximately $150 in
medical care via insurance payments
for our clients.

Give the gift of quality care
that can restore dignity and
quality of life to those TAF serves.

,---------------------------------------,
lHE ASSISTANCE FUND 2476BOLSOVER, #455 HOUSTON, TEXAS 77005

NAME _

ADDRESS _

CHECK ENCLOSED PAYABLE TO THE ASSISTANCE FUND _

o $25

o $50

o $100

0$500

o $Over

o I would like to discuss a
planned gift

Total Contribution

OTY STATE zw _

TELEPHONE (W) (H) _

PLEASE CHARGE TO MY VISA/MASTERCARD # EXPIRES _

CARDHOLDE~SNAME _

CARDHOLOER'S SIGNATURE _

This organization is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Contributions are tax deductible.
$-----------------

FOR FURTHER INFORMA nON, PLEASE CALL 713 529-4788L ~

2476 Bolsover St., Ste 455
Houston, TX 77005-2518

Nonprofit
Organization
us, Postage

PAID
Permit No. 06910
Houston, TexasTHE ASSISTANCE

FUND

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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Printing Costs Were Graciously Underwritten by Southwestern BellTelephone

News From the Front
by Scott Sawyer M.D., TAF President

The last 6 months have been a
time of change and progress
at TAP. I had no idea how

many things happen behind the
scenes to make TAF function. I am
amazed at the number of meetings
and conferences that must be
attended by a representative of the
board. This has truly been a learning
experience for someone like me with
little prior non-profit experience.

I want to publicly thank my predecessor, John Melton,
for his leadership and vision for the future at TAF. He
creatively modified our committee structure and orga-
nized the following new committees: Grants and
Endowment, Fund Raising, and Public Relations/Liason.
These committees help the board of TAF to focus on
specific goals as we try to fulfill our mission statement.

I also want to thank Betty Tonnesson for her years of
service to TAF. Her commitment as Treasurer and chair of
the finance committee will also be appreciated. Our new
Treasurer is Tracy Tipton. Tracy, an accountant with
Itochu Industries, is a novice in the non-profit arena.
However, her willingness to learn the intricacies of non-
profit accounting and her desire to serve the HIV
community have made her a dynamic addition to the
board of TAF.

As you well know, the face of health care is in a state
of constant change. Our goal to help our clients maintain
continuity of care gets more difficult as insurance policies
and coverage seem to change almost daily. The current
political climate and the uncertainty of funding of the
Ryan White Funding Act only adds to the confusion.

Cooperation between HIV service providers has
become a necessity. TAF benefits from case management
furnished by Diocesan AIDS Ministry. Our clients can also
receive in-house counseling services provided by the
Montrose Clinic. Our building on Jackson Street is used at

no charge by organizations such as: The Pet Patrol, The
Names Project, and the AIDS Mastery Workshop. We are
constantly looking for ways in which TAF can work with
other HIV service providers to stream-line and simplify
the delivery of services to the HIV community.

The continued financial support of TAF from its base
of supporters becomes more important every year. The
Ryan White Funding Act provides a significant amount of
monies for payment of insurance premiums, but it does
not come close to all of the needs. We must raise over
$50,000 yearly to pay for insurance premiums unmet by
the Ryan White funding. This year, we have been ex-
tremely fortunate to have been financial beneficiaries of
organizations such as:

Miss Camp America Foundation, Bayou City Boys
Club, The Black Tie Dinner, A Christmas Song Fest,
Bunnies on the Bayou, The Grey Party, Nellie Ribbons,
and Reach Out Houston. We thank these organizations for
their generous support.

Our needs always seem to grow faster than our
resources. We are always seeking new sources of financial
support from you, our faithful supporters. We have two
fund raising events coming up this fall ( there is more
information in this newsletter). We value your continued
support as we try to help our clients maintain continuity of
care and thus a better quality of life.

Miss Camp America Foundation
Press Release From Gerry Clifton-Vice President Community Affairs

Rehearsals have begun and plans are underway in prepa-
ration for the 28th Annual Miss Camp America Pageant to
be held at the Music Hall on September 14, 1996 at 8 P.M.
This annual event, which is known for it's oversized wigs
and size 16 pumps, promises to be one with incredible
entertainment. The show this year is a tribute to the
Olympics and is entitled, "The Thrill of Victory and The
Agony of De'Feet" .

Continued on page 4



The good part is that we save our
local taxpayers money, and generate
tremendous benefits to the 10 county
area that we serve. Lois Moore, head
of the Harris County Hospital District,
estimates that for every dollar we pay
in premiums, The Assistance Fund
generates $150 in benefits to the area
we serve. We do our best to serve all
of our 160+ clients with only two staff
members. Our administrative cost is
below 5%, which even to us, seems
remarkable.

During the upcoming fall
fundraising season, we hope to see
you at the events where we will
benefit from the proceeds. It looks like
I will have to get my track shoes out to
keep pace, and I guess you better too!
We hope to remain the good stewards
of your dollars that you give us, and
with that, we will provide the best
service to our clients that we can. I
hope you had a fun summer!

Behind the Scene at TAF
by Ken Malone, TAF Executive Director

As the field of healthcare continues to
change at blinding speed, issues
confronting those with HIV and AIDS
become more complicated. We at The
Assistance Fund are seeing enormous
changes in the healthcare industry
itself particularly with the advent of
managed health care. This will prove
to be one of the greatest challenges
facing AIDS Service Providers, just to
stay even with the board.

With recent legislation in Austin,
healthcare must be extended to a
greater number, of people who are
employed by small businesses. While

this is certainly a welcome change on
one hand, on the other it will tend to
drive up all insurance rates. This will
certainly put pressure on our ability to
maintain an expanding client base,
and still continue to cover all premiums.

We have moved into another
funding cycle with the Ryan White
CARE Act, and are receiving just over
$500,000 through next March 31. This
does not begin to cover all our premi-
ums and program expenses, plus
reporting to the government gets
increasingly complicated, and is more
demanding.

The NA-MES Project
about volunteering in Washington,
DC, please call Mr. Perrie Dolph, DC
96' Regional Volunteer Coordinator, at
713-729-9662; for travel information,
call 800-926-2631; for all other Quilt
information, please call 713-52-
NAMES (526-2637). 0

As part of this most memorable
weekend, The NAMES Project Foun-
dation will present" A Night to
Remember" , a gala fund raising dinner

on the evening of Friday, October II, at
the National Building Museum in
Washington, DC. Ann Richards will be
the Keynote Speaker for the evening
along with other special entertainers.
Tickets for the dinner and program are
$500 and $1,000 each, with tables of ten
from $5,000. Information for" A Night
to Remember" can be obtained by
calling 713-523-5780.

The entire NAMES Project AIDS
Memorial Quilt, containing nearly
45,000 panels, will once again be
displayed in Washington, DC over the
weekend of October II, 12 and 13,
1996. The Quilt will completely cover
the Mall, from the Capitol Building to
the Washington Monument. An
estimated 11,000 people supplying
nearly 88,000 volunteer hours will be
needed to unfold, monitor and assist
visitors at the display. For information

Kennecott Corporation
Marion Graphics, L.c.
Michael S. McCardell
McCrory & Associates
Herman Miller, Inc.
ModernHcare,Inc.
OnCol Medical Associates
John w. Pepper
Prudential Foundation
REACH Out Houston
Gay A. Roane
G. Scott Sawyer, M.D.
Southwestern Bell .
Texas Commerce Bank
Twelve Oaks Hospital

Continental Airlines
The Crystal Nitec1ub
Dalton DeHart
DIFFA (Design Industry Founda-
tion Fighting AIDS)
EPAH (Executive & Professional
Association of Houston)
Charles Freeman
The Grey Party
Robert Hall
The Heights Theater
Gary Hollingsworth
Houston Black Tie Dinner, Inc ..
Houston Grand Opera
The Houston Showroom
Reed Hunsdorfer

tions of $1000 or greater.
TAP's Millenary Club
members for 1996 (as of
7/16/96) are as follows:

The Alley Theater
James E. Bartley
Bayou City Boys Club
Gerard A. Bertolino
Bunnies on the Bayou
Michael Catron
Central Park Associates
Channel 39 - KHTV
Channel 48 - Telemundo

TAF expresses our sincere
gratitude to those who
generously supported us
this year with contribu-
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JIlt'sthat Easy"

Kroger grocery stores in an effort to support local non-
profit agencies have introduced the Kroger Share Card.
Each time you shop at Kroger, present the card to the
checker before they ring up your items. The checker
will scan your card and the purchase amount will be
recorded for The Assistance Fund. A percentage of
your purchase is refunded back to The Assistance

Fund. Please obtain your share card from the TAF office and
pick up some for your friends. You may also call with your
name and address and we will mail the cards out to you. Call
529-4788.

Shop 'Til You Drop Upcoming
Events
Benefiting
TAF

The Assistance Fund is participating in
MACY'S ANNUAL BENEFIT SHOP-
PING DAY. For those of you that are
unfamiliar with this annual event, it is a
day specifically planned and supported by
Macy's to benefit the non-profit organiza-
tions in Houston. This year the benefit will
be on Wednesday, October 16th from
10:00 a. m. until 9:30 p.m. at the Macy's
Galleria.

This is a fun filled day with live music,
fashion shows, cooking demonstrations,
children's events (including face painting
and costumed characters) refreshments
and special discounts. For $10.00 you can
purchase your entry to this very special
day, and help The Assistance Fund raise
money to continue helping PLWA's. The
ticket enables you to obtain special dis-
counts throughout the day, enter drawings
for door prizes and of course "Shop 'Til
You Drop." Tickets can be purchased from
the TAF office or any Board Member.
Please help us make this a successful and
fun day for everyone. Please call 529-4788
to purchase your tickets.

On Wednesday, August 28th., from 5:30 -8:00 p.m.,
The Assistance Fund and The Names Project will

host a benefit at STRAY CATS. This is a restaurant/bar
inside City Streets, which is located at 5078 Richmond.

A complimentary buffet and a complimentary
cocktail will be served to the first 200 people. There
will be door prizes, raffles, and a silent auction. Tickets
are $20.00 each. Please call 529-4788 for details and
ticket information.

Later in the fall, The Assistance Fund,
Body Positive Houston, and The

Montrose Clinic will host "Viva La Holidays." This will
be a fun event to kick off the hectic holiday season.
This will be on Saturday, November 16th. The Party
will be held at Viva Mexican Restaurant located at the
corner of South Braeswood Blvd. and Kirby. The
honorary chairperson will be Dr. Patricia Salvato.
Please call 529-4788 for details.
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How our program
helps our clients ...

Have you ever been exasperated by events in life to the point you wondered,
"What next?" Many of our clients come to us with situations that seem larger
than life and seem insoluble. While we may not be able to deal with tragic
situations, we can provide the assistance to solve one of the biggest problem
areas in their lives, health insurance. Take for instance, one of our clients, Mr. S.

Mr. S's life will never be the same, and not just from his HIV infection.
How would you react to this series of events in your life? In one year's time
period, your daughter is murdered on her job one day by an estranged boy-
friend. Then, your primary care giver, your sister, dies of unknown causes. You
are talking to your son on the phone, and he goes to answer the door. All you
can hear is his frantic pleas, "You have the wrong apartment!" The next thing
you know, the police find him stabbed to death in his doorway. If that isn't
enough, your now primary care giver, your Mother, is left immobile by a
severe stroke.

With that string of events, it's not hard to imagine Mr. S's health declining
rapidly due to excess stress and grief. With his health in serious decline,
Mr. S. decides to leave his job. Upon leaving his job, he has to be hospitalized
for a life threatening condition, brought on by his HIV condition. With all the
pressures of his illness, his Mother's condition, plus becoming her primary
health care giver, he was at wits end as how best to make ends meet. Of course,
primary to him is the need for quality health care that he was used to at his old
job. His income reduced to $1155 per month, this was not enough to pay his
COBRA health insurance and keep a roof over his family.

AssIgned a case manager at the hospital, he learned of The Assistance
Fund, and how we could help him maintain some quality in his life and health.
A friend loaned Mr. S. the money for two months premiums, amounting to
approximately $323, but was relieved we could begin making payments for
him immediately. While we can't erase the grief of losing most of his family in
the short span of a year, we could provide peace of mind that comes from being
able to have your own doctor and choice of therapies available.

Miss Camp America Foundation, Continuedfrompag~l

Our 1996 designated charities are:
The Assistance Fund, AIDS

Foundation Houston-Stone Soup, The
Bering Care Center, Body Positive-
Positive Friend Program, and The
NAMES Project-Houston.

Last year Miss Camp America
Foundation gave it's designated
charities a record $60,000 and has
awarded $142,000 since becoming a
501(C)(3) charity in 1992. Our plans
this year are to exceed this amount
with the help of all our supporters
and friends from the community.

The Foundation has also an-
nounced a Gold, Silver, and Bronze
Sponsorship Program for patrons of

this year's pageant. Depending on
which level of sponsorship chosen,
patrons will be entitled to various
perks such as, choice box seats,
program recognition, admission to
the Green Room both pre show and
during intermission, admission to the
cast party, and also an invitation to
the Queen's Brunch. Gold, Silver,
and Bronze Sponsorships are available
now with a limited number of seats.

For more information on adver-
tising in this year's program, ticket
sales, or to make your reservation
and "Go For The Gold", call the Miss
Camp America Foundation star-line
at 940-STAR.
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SPECIAL
THANKS

As you know TAF administers
an emergency medication
program which will pay for a
one month supply of medica-
tion, per year, for qualifying
applicants. Home Delivery
Pharmacy and Bindley
Western Drug Company
have teamed together to help
The Assistance Fund in
providing this assistance.
Because of their generous
support, TAF is able to make
the most of the funding
available for emergency
medications.

The Assistance Fund, a 50I(c)(3) non-profit
organization formed in 1988pays medical

.Insurancc premiums.and emergency 1-
prescription drug expenses for persons who
are HIV positive until they qualify for
coverage under Medicare.

Mailing Address: 1116Jackson Blvd.
Houston, TX 77006
Telephone (713)529--4788
Fax (713)520-7520
Event Reservations/Information

(713) 737-0399
Officers
G. Scott Sawyer, M.D., Chairman of the Board &
President
Linda Allardin, Vice President
Tracy Tipton, Treasurer
Carlos Reyes, [r., Secretary

Staff
Ken Malone, Executive Director
Andrea Prejean. Administrative Assistant

Board of Directors Advisory Board
Mike Ryan Tracy Tipton
Linda Alardin Jerry Bartee
Laura Villagran Kirk Longmire
Stan Greiss Duane Harney
Bruce Hill Wayne Wiggins
Amjad Najjar; M.D. Laura Morales
Linda Kuranoff
Scott Sawyer, M.D.
Judie Blondet
Carlos Reyes, Jr.

TAP'S NEWS is a newsletter published
periodically by The Assistance Fund.

Design and Layout by Marion Graphics.



Donations Needed

TAF needs donations from individuals and organizations in order to provide vital services to our clients. Please
help us by making a tax deductible donation today!
Have you considered making a planned gift or bequest to The Assistance Fund? It's really quite simple to do, and

would greatly help us continue to provide desperately needed medical insurance coverage for individuals affected by
HIV. If you would like to discuss a planned gift, please give us a call at 529-4788, or complete and return the donor form
provided below, checking the box "I would like to discuss a planned gift".r----------------------------------------.

1116 JACKSON BLVD.
THE ASSISTANCE FUND HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006

NAME _
o $25

o $50

o $100

o $500

ADDRESS _

CITY STATE ZIP _

Total contribution:

TELEPHONE (W) (H) _

CHECK ENCLOSED PAYABLE TO THE ASSISTANCE FUND _ o $ Over

PLEASE CHARGE TO MY VISA/MASTERCARD # EXPIRES _

CARDHOLDER'S ~AME _

CARDHOLDER'S SIGNATURE _

o I would like to discuss
a planned gift.

This organization is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Contributions are tax deductible. $ _

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 713/529-4788L ~

Volunteers Needed

TAF has many opportunities for persons who would like to serve the community as a volunteer. Being a TAF
volunteer is very rewarding in that you know TAF clients are benefiting from the service provided. The volunteer
jobs are various and include: assistance with bulk mailings, helping in public relations, running errands, computer

data entry, event work, serving on committees and general office work.
Throughout the year, TAF needs many volunteers. You are urged and encouraged to lend us your support. Also,

please help us recruit your friends. Fill out the coupon and send to TAF. We'll contact each prospect for additional
information. Thank you for your support.

r----------------------------------------.
Iwant to be a TAF volunteer!
Please contact me with more information on how I can help.

Name _

Address&Zip _

Home PhonelWork Phone _

Company Affiliation _

Company Position _

Special Skills ~ _

Other friends we can contact _

Mail Coupon to: The Assistance Fund or Fax to (713)520-7520
Attn: Volunteer Committee
1116Jackson Blvd.
Houston, TX 77006 IL ~
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SPECIAL EVENTS

CALENDAR
GENEROUSLY
UNDERWRITTEN BY

@ Southwestern Bell

A PROJECT OF DIFFA/HOUSTON AND THE HIV SERVICE PROVIDERS, INC •• 552·9445

This calendar of fundraising events is brought to you by DIFF NHouston and the HIV Service Providers, Inc. This listing does not include all events occurring in the greater
Houston area. (For information about HIV/AIDS educational events please contact: S24-AIDS) Inclusion in this calendar does not imply endorsements by DIFFNHouston or the
HIV Service Providers, Inc. To receive the calendar, or to add your HIV-related fundraising events, please write: Tori Williams, Chapter Director, DIFFNHouston, P.O. Box
131605, Houston, Texas 77219, or (713) 552-1671(fax). We look forward to hearing from you.

SEPTEMBER 1996

12 "World Team Tennis- All Star SMASH HITS" with Billie Jean King and Elton John. 7:30 p.m. at the
Summit. VIPlPlayer cocktail reception with buffet and celebrity auction at Renaissance Houston Hotel, 5:30
p.m .. Benefiting The Elton John AIDS Foundation and AIDS Foundation Houston, Inc. chaired by Lynn
Wyatt. For ticket information contact: 629-9255.

14 "28th Annual Miss Camp America Pageant", The Music Hall. Benefiting Body Positive, The Assistance Fund,
The Names Project Houston, AIDS Foundation Houston/Stone Soup Food Pantry and Bering Community
Service Foundation. Contact: 664-2232.

28 National Society of Catering Executives annual fundraising event. JW Marriott Hotel. A "Jungle Safari",
featuring open bar, extraordinary culinary treats, entertainment, and auctions. Benefiting Bering Community
Service Foundation (50%), National Society of Catering Executives (20%), and the Catering Resource Library
at University of Houston (10%). Tickets $75.00 per person. Contact: 524-9304.

OCTOBER 1996

5 - 6 "Spectrum '96 - Business Expo, Speakers Program and Entertainment. George R. Brown Convention Center.
Beneficiaries to be announced. Contact: 526-2853.

11 "A Night to Remember", The Names Project Foundation's fund raising dinner; to be held at the National
Building Museum in Washington, DC; Keynote Speaker, Ann Richards; Broadway star Betty Buckley will
entertain; other special guest; tickets, $500 and $1,000 each. Contact 523-5780.

11 - 13"The Names Project AIDS Memorial Quilt", Washington DC; entire Quilt on display on the Mall; to
volunteer, contact Perrie Dolph, regional volunteer chairman at 729-9662; for other information, contact
52-Names (526-2637).

12 - 13"Art Colony Festival", Downtown Houston, Location TBA. Benefiting AIDS Foundation Hous.on, Bering
Community Service Foundation, Downtown YMCA, Lawndale Art and Performance Center, Multi-cultural
Education and Counseling through the Arts, Texas Hearing and Service Dogs, Art League of Houston, and
the Hope Center. Contact: 521-0l33.

16 "Benefit Shopping Day", Macy's Galleria, 10:00 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. Live music, refreshments, and fashion
shows throughout the day. $10.00 donation to local charity receives discount coupon for 10% to 20% off
merchandise. Benefiting over 50 local charities including Omega House, The Assistance Fund, DIFF A, The
Foundation for Interfaith Research and Ministry, and Montrose Clinic. Contact 552-9445.

19 "A Streetcar Named Montrose", a Halloween Magic Play. Texas Medical Center Conference Ballroom.
Benefiting Body Positive Houston and Bering Community Service Foundation. Contact: 524-2374.

NOVEMBER 1996

2 "Houston Black Tie Dinner", First City Bank Lobby. Contact: 524-5123.

DECEMBER 1996

31 "New Year's Eve Celebrate 97!" at the Wyndham Warwick, benefiting Bering Community Service
Foundation. Contact: 529-6071.

JANUARY 1997

11 "In Your Ear and Off the Wall" evening of art, entertainment, fashion and hope benefiting AIDS Foundation
Houston, Inc. Location TBA. Contact: 623-6796.

DIFF AlHouston and the HIV Service Providers, Inc. extend heartfelt thanks to the following individuals for making this calendar possible: Janie Alderman,
Mani Kuffel. Stacie Cokinos, Cheryl Duke, Tori Williams, Nolan Norred, Southwestern Bell and our many supporters and donors.



"Thanks is not
enough for the
assistance I've
received. Without
my insurance, I
wouldn't be
writing today."

\
\ "This is a wonderful
! program which has
I been a peace of mind
\ for me in this great time

of need. I appreciate all
I of your help."

1116 Jackson Blvd.
Houston, TX 77006THE ASSISTANCE

FUND

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

"I do like your
program on payment
on my insurance
premium. It Sure
reduces the stress
level of coping with
AIDS. ONE BIG
THANKS!"

i "Thank God for The
( Assistance Fund, it
I has really helped

me!"

"The staff at TAF
showed they really,
really cared about my
problems."

Nonprofit
Organization
U'S, Postage
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Permit No. 06910
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Printing Costs Were Graciously Underwritten by Southwestern BellTelephone

News From the Front
by Scott Sawyer MD., TAF President

As I write this column I
have just returned from
Washington, D.C. While in

our nation's capitol I visited the
National Holocaust Memorial
Museum. It was painful to realize
that although many people knew
these atrocities were being commit-
ted, no one stood up and said it was
wrong. I was reminded of the lack of

governmental and public response to the AIDS pandemic
in the early and mid - 1980's.

At least we now have resource to help those infected
or affected by HIV, and at The Assistance Fund we help
ease the stress of living with AIDS by paying insurance
premiums for those who are no longer able to work. This
enables patients to continue seeing their personal primary
care physician and helps to ensure continuity of care. We
also have a program to help patients obtain their medica-
tions in special situations. We are also looking into helping
our clients meet their deductible payments, co-payments
and out-of-pocket expenses.

This summer and fall has seen The Assistance Fund
become the beneficiary of several organizations' fund
raising activities. We are extremely indebted to the Miss
Camp America Foundation, Bayou City Boys Club, The
Grey Party, and REACH Out Houston. We are thrilled and
honored to be a beneficiary of IIA Christmas Songfest" in
early December. The generosity of these organization
enables us to meet the increasing expenses of health care
that we have experienced over the past year.

The Assistance Fund is actively seeking ways to
integrate our services with the services of other AIDS
Service Providers. In this day of decreasing health care
dollars, collaboration and cooperation between provider
organization is proving to be the most successful, efficient,
and cost-effective strategy available.

Thank you for your committed financial and moral

support of The Assistance Fund. As we approach the
Holiday Season, I ask that you remember The Assistance
Fund in your year-end donations. I continue to believe that
The Assistance Fund provides invaluable services to the
AIDS community and we work diligently to use your
donated dollars wisely and efficiently. Thank you and
Happy Holidays!

Year End Tax Tips
Thomas F. Johnson
American Express Financial Advisors, Inc.

TIP #1 Get Organized
This holiday season, give yourself the gift of tax savings.
Here are four easy-to-implement tax tips that can help you
at tax time.

Spending a couple of hours now organizing your tax
files could save you a huge hassle at tax time. First, make a
file for all tax-deduction documentation and keep it in a
handy place. Put credit card slips, canceled checks, busi-
ness expenses, and any other relevant receipts in the file.
That way, you won't lose write-offs and you'll save time
preparing your taxes.

By the time April rolls around, it's pretty difficult to
recall what you spent during the previous year. But you
can avoid that situation next year by starting to capture
those details on a daily basis. As you make a tax related
purchase, immediately jot down important details on the
back if the receipt, especially the purpose of the purchase.
That way, you won't lose write-offs and you'll save time
preparing your taxes.

(Continued on page 3)



survey, one of the greatest unmet
needs of our clients deals with the
issues of deductibles and co-pay-
ments as related to their insurance
plans. The Assistance Fund always
seeks ways to collaborate with other
agencies to serve our clients in the
most cost-effective way that we can,
and by the time this newsletter goes
to press we will be collaborating with
the Bering Community Service
Foundation to offer help with
deductibles and co-payments.

As The Assistance fund has
enjoyed the generosity of the spirit
and finances of our community, we
hope that you in turn reap the
benefits of knowing that we are good
stewards of your gifts and that you
have made a difference in so many
lives. Enjoy the Holidays and have a
happy and safe New Year!

Behind the Scene at TAF
by Ken Malone, TAF Executive Director

edented. I am always amazed and
encouraged by the support, moral
and financial, that we receive from
those we serve. Our programs
dealing with financial assistance for
health insurance premiums and
medication assistance are very strong
and have never been better.

The Assistance Fund is now nine
years old, and as we evolve, we
continue to fine tune our programs to
make them inclusive and responsive
to our clients. As shown by a recent

As we begin the final
countdown for the year end,
looking back at the year in

review is always interesting. We have
had an excellent year at The Assis-
tance Fund, in part made possible
through the incredible generosity of
our community. We have served
more clients this year (255) than last,
and our funding has held constant.
Incredibly, we have been recipients
and beneficiaries of many community
based events, which is unprec-

TAF'sApplication Guidelines
premium payments for a_12eriodof
from one to six months and thereafter
pending requalification .. All clients
are re-evaluated at least every six (6)
months to confirm the accuracy of
current financial information and
continued eligibility. Names of all
applications and clients of TAF are
kept confidential.

TAF pays medical insurance premi-
ums to ensure the continuity of
medical care for persons who are HIV
positive and who financially qualify
for our services.

To apply for assistance, an applica-
tion package may be requested from
TAF's main office by calling
(713) 529-4788.

All applicants are required to
provide TAF with verification of
existing medical insurance and
financial inability to pay the premi-
ums for their coverage. New appli-
cants may expect up to thirty (30)
days for completion of the applica-
tion process before approval.

Once approved, TAF will pay the
amount necessary to cover the

EPAH (Executive & Professional
Association of Houston)

Charles Freeman
The Grey Party
Robert Hall
The Heights Theater
Gary Hollingsworth
Houston Black Tie Dinner, Inc.
Houston Grand Opera
The Houston Showroom
Reed Hunsdorfer
Kennecott Corporation
Macy's
Marion Graphics, 1.c.
Michael S. McCardell
McCrory & Associates

Herman Miller, Inc.
OnCol Medical Associates
John W. Pepper
Estate of Edwin 1. Pierson
Prudential Foundation
REACH Out Houston
Nellie Ribbons '96
Gay A. Roane
Estate of William J. Robinson
G. Scott Sawyer, M.D.
Southwestern Bell
Texas Commerce Bank
Twelve Oaks Hospital
Williams, Birnberg and

Anderson, LLP

The Alley Theater
James E. Bartley
Bayou City Boys Club
Gerard A. Bertolino
Bunnies on the Bayou
Michael Catron
Central Park Associates
Channel 39 - KHTV
Channel 48 - Telemundo
Continental Airlines
The Crystal iteclub
Dalton DeHart
DIFFA (Design Industry

Foundation Fighting AIDS)
Enron

TAF expresses our sincere
gratitude to those who
generously supported us this
year with contributions of
$1,000 or greater. TAF's
Millenary Club members for
1996 (as of 11/1/96) are as
follows:
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Tax Tips (continued from page 1)

*TIP #2 Take a (Tax) Break
Do you know whether you are eligible for an IRA? It's
often a good idea to sock away as much income as
possible into tax-deferred investments.

Many people don't know whether or not they can
invest in an IRA. But, in fact, anyone can. In many cases,
you can deduct part or all of your IRA investments from
your taxable income.

But even if you don't qualify for a deduction, an IRA
can still be a good idea. That's because your IRA earnings
grow tax free until you withdraw them. The longer your
funds are invested, the more opportunity your money has
to compound and grow.

IRAs are available to anyone who receives compensa-
tion and is less than 70 1/2 years old. And you can
establish an IRA even if you already have a 401(k) or
pension plan.

*TIP #3 Be Open to New Ideas
You may be able to find additional tax breaks - if you
know where to look:

How about the car you use for business? By leasing it
instead of buying it, you can take advantage of a sizable
tax break. Provided the car is used strictly for business,
you can write off the full cost of the lease.

Are you considering purchasing a boat, car, appli-
ance, or some other big ticket item? If so, you might think
about financing you r purchase with a home-equity loan.
Unlike traditional consumer loan, the interest you pay on
a home equity is fully deductible.

Are you strapped by high-interest loans of big credit
card payment? A home equity loan could be a good
source of funds to payoff these debts.

*TIP #4 Get Help
Tax planning can be a complex and sometimes frustrating
process. You might want to consult a professional tax
planner or financial advisor to find out which tax strate-
gies will work best for your situation. Many times, the
investment will pay for itself in first year tax savings.
Plus, you'll be on your way to establishing a relationship
that can provide you with long-term benefits.
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A special
"THANK YOU"

to
Marion Graphics

for their continued support throughout the year.

Upcoming Events
Benefiting TAF

Jt Christmas Songfest*
A Christmas Songfest is celebrating its 10th year

of raising funds to benefit Houston area
organizations which provide care to persons living
with HIV / AIDS. This year two beneficiaries are
The Assistance Fund and Omega House. We
anticipate 800 people will join us for an evening of
Christmas festivities including a silent auction,
raffle, dinner buffet and singing. The event will be
held at the Edwin Hornberger Conference Center
(Shamrock Hilton location) on Sunday, December
8th. Since its beginnings in 1987, A Christmas
Songfest has raised over $189,000. Last year our two
beneficiaries shared $28,000.

Information regarding table sales and indi-
vidual tickets can be obtained by writing to ACS,
P.O.Box 131223, Houston, TX, 772190131223 or you
may call the Board Secretary, Chuck Johnson at
861-1122. You may also contact either of the two
beneficiaries of this year's event. If you or your
organization would like to donate to the silent
auction or place an ad in the Program/Songbook
you can contact any of the above

A Christmas Songfest is a Texas non-profit all
volunteer corporation exempt under IRS-501 (c) (3).



Muscular Health for Today
John Anthony Rodriguez
Neuromuscular Therapist

The idea that tight muscles are
important, distinct contributors to
many common physical ailments
only recently begun to enter the
mainstream of health care diagnosis
and treatment. Many common pain
symptoms or range of motion
problems are directly caused by or
exaggerated by tight muscles. Partial
validation of this statement is the
large number of pain sufferers who
have not found relief after treatment
by health modalities that do not
concentrate on manually reversing
muscle tightness and improving
muscle tissue condition. More
validation lies with the large number
of people who have seen an end to
their painful symptoms after receiv-
ing manual neuro-muscular therapy.

Many pain sufferers receive
satisfactory results from medical or
chiropractic treatment, and are able
to remain pain free with no further
treatment or with the use of physical
therapy. However, there are many
others who still long for a solution to
their problem. Unfortunately, the
number of these remaining pain
sufferers who have "fallen through
the health care net" is quite large.

Fortunately, many pain sufferers
are finding relief due to the effective-
ness of neuro-muscular therapy. This
hands-on treatment uses manual
pressure perpendicular to muscle
fibers, which (a) releases spasms and
congestion thereby lessening adverse

muscular and/ or nerve symptoms,
and (b) promotes removal of concen-
trations of metabolic waste products
which build up in chronically tight
muscles and inhibit normal blood/
nutrient/ oxygen flow. This uncon-
ventional technical approach for
treating muscle-related pain has
brought forth the kind of "new
awareness", and unexpected results
which are often only discovered by
someone contributing from outside a
given field.

Since many body practitioners
incorporate "deep tissue massage"
into therapy sessions, the question
arises, what makes neuro-muscular
therapy a significantly better modal-
ity? There are several answers: (a) we
believe that tight, congested muscles
cause or contribute to a wide variety
of pain/ range of motion symptoms;
(b) therefore, unlike some bodywork
techniques designed to "feel good",
NMT begins with a more extensive
understanding of anatomy and
physiology; (c) this knowledge is
applied with the specific intention of
eliminating painful symptoms; (d)
our clientele is composed almost
exclusively of chronic pain sufferers,
and accident or sports injury victims.
Our success includes thousands of
clients, ranging from one to ninety
years old, coming from all walks of
life (including Gold Medal winners),
and exposing us to symptoms
literally from head to toe.

~l~

~

-.--
/. - At thu time of gi"ing,
- make a donation to The AeMutance Fund

in honor or memory of friendeJ and famiLy.
The AeJeJutanceFund wiLLeJenda Letter of

acknowledgement ad directed with your donation.
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SPECIAL
THANKS

Thanks very much:
Continental Cleaning
Avant Garden
Southwestern Bell
Don Carlos Catering

The Assistance Fund, a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization formed in 1988 pays medical
insurance premiums and emergency
prescription drug expenses for persons who
are HIV positive until they qualify for
coverage under Medicare.

Mailing Address: 1116 Jackson Blvd.
Houston, TX 77006
Telephone (713) 529-4788
Fax (713)520-7520
Event Reservations/Information

(713) 737-0399

Officers
G. Scott Sawyer, M.D., Chairman of the Board & President
Linda Alardin, Vice President
Tracy Tipton, Treasurer
Carlos Reyes, [r., Secretary

Staff
Ken Malone, Executive Director
Andrea Prejean, Administrative Assistant

Board of Directors
Mike Ryan
Linda Alardin
Laura Villagran
Stan Greiss
Bruce Hill
Amjad Najjar, M.D.
Linda Kuranoff
Scott Sawyer, M.D.
Judie Blondet
Carlos Reyes, Jr.

Advisory Board
Tracy Tipton
Jerry Bartee
Kirk Longmire
Duane Harney
Wayne Wiggins
Laura Morales

TAF'S NEWS is a newsletter published
periodically by The Assistance Fund.
Design and Layout by Marion Graphics.



Donations Needed

TAF needs donations from individuals and organizations in order to provide vital services to our clients. Please
help us by making a tax deductible donation today!
Have you considered making a planned gift or bequest to The Assistance Fund? It's really quite simple to do, and

would greatly help us continue to provide desperately needed medical insurance coverage for individuals affected by
HIV. If you would like to discuss a planned gift, please give us a call at 529-4788, or complete and return the donor form
provided below, checking the box "I would like to discuss a planned gift".,---------------------------------------,

1116 JACKSON BLVD.
THE ASSISTANCE FUND HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006

NAME _

ADDRESS _

o $25

o $50

o $100

o $500

CITY STATE ZIP _

TELEPHONE (W) (H) _

CHECK ENCLOSED PAYABLE TO THE ASSISTANCE FUND _ o $ Over

PLEASE CHARGE TO MY VISA/MASTERCARD # EXPIRES __

CARDHOLDER'S NAME _

o I would like to discuss
a planned gift.

CARDHOLDER'S SIGNATURE _ Total contribution:

This organization is a 501(c)(3)charitable organization. Contributions are tax deductible. $ _

~ORruRTHER~ORMATIO~PLEAS~ALL~3/529-4788 ~

Volunteers Needed

TAF has many opportunities for persons who would like to serve the community as a volunteer. Being a TAF
volunteer is very rewarding in that you know TAF clients are benefiting from the service provided. The volunteer
jobs are various and include: assistance with bulk mailings, helping in public relations, running errands, computer

data entry, event work, serving on committees and general office work.
Throughout the year, TAF needs many volunteers. You are urged and encouraged to lend us your support. Also,

please help us recruit your friends. Fill out the coupon and send to TAF. We'll contact each prospect for additional
information. Thank you for your support.

,---------------------------------------,
Iwant to be a TAF volunteer!
Please contact me with more information on how I can help.

Name _

Address&Zip _

HomePhone~orkPhone _

Company Affiliation -'-- _

Company Position _

Special Skills _

Other friends we can contact _

Mail Coupon to: The Assistance Fund or Fax to (713)520-7520
Attn: Volunteer Committee
1116Jackson Blvd.
Houston, TX 77006L ~
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SPECIAL EVENTS

CALENDAR
GENEROUSLY
UNDERWRITTEN BY

@ Southwestern Bell

A PROJECT OF DIFFA/HOUSTON AND THE HIV SERVICE PROVIDERS, INC •• 552·9445

This calendar of fundraising events is brought to you by DIFF NHouston and the HIY Service Providers, Inc. This
listing does not include all events occurring in the greater Houston area. (For information about HIY/ AIDS educational
events please contact: 524-AIDS). Inclusion in this calendar does not imply endorsements by DIFF NHouston or the
HIY Service Providers, Inc. To receive the calendar, or to add your HIY-related fundraising events, please write: Tori
Williams, Chapter Director, DIFFNHouston, P.O. Box 131605, Houston, Texas 77219, or (713) 552-1671(fax). We
look forward to hearing from you.

DECEMBER 1996

8 "A Christmas SongFest" tenth annual holiday party benefiting Omega House and The Assistance
Fund. Texas Medical Center Ballroom, 2151 W. Holcombe. Tickets start at $45.00, Open Bar,
Buffet. Contact: 713-802-2088.

13 "Red Ribbon Toy Drive" deadline for toys to be delivered to AIDS Foundation Houston, 3202
Weslayan Annex. Toys will benefit children from all ages up to age 15 who are infected or affected
with HIV/AIDS. Please leave toys unwrapped. Anyone providing their name and address will receive
~ written acknowledgment of their donation. Contact: Kristi Conway, 713-623-6796.

31 "New Year's Eve Celebrate 97!" at the Wyndham Warwick, benefiting Bering Community Service
Foundation. Contact: 713-529-6071.

JANUARY 1997

11 "In Your Ear and Off the Wall" evening of art, entertainment, fashion and hope benefiting AIDS
Foundation Houston, Inc. Jags in the Decorative Center. Contact: 713-623-6796.

FEBRUARY 1997

2 "Sweet Charity", Texas Medical Center Ballroom, 2151 W. Holcombe,5:00 p.m. Entertainment,
dinner, auction and magnificent chocolate desserts donated by Houston's finest dessert chefs.
Benefiting The Foundation for Interfaith Research and Ministry. Contact: 713-682-5995.

FEBRUARY/MARCH 1997

"Proof of Love" dinner parties in private homes throughout the months of February and March.
Benefiting DIFFAlHouston. Contact: 713-552-9445.

MARCH 1997

22 "Proof of Love After Party" wrap-up party featuring "Scratch Off Auction", entertainment, desserts.
Location TBA. Benefiting DIFFNHouston. Contact: 713-552-9445.

MAY 1997

TBA "Fur the Cause", an auction of decorator homes, beds, and other items for pets. Location TBA.
Benefiting DIFFAlHouston. Contact: 713-552-9445.

JUNE 1997

5 "Eat Out & Chip In", restaurants donate a percent of their income from the day's total sales. Benefiting
DIFFAlHouston. Contact: 713-552-9445.

DIFF NHouston and the HIY Service Providers, Inc. extend heartfelt thanks to the following individuals for making
this calendar possible: Janie Alderman. Mani Kuffel, Stacie Cokinos, Cheryl Duke, Tori Williams, Nolan Norred,
Southwestern Bell and our many supporters and donors.



New Federal Legislation RE:Health Insurance
On August 2,1996, Congress passed HR 3103" The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996". The
bill was signed by the President on August 21,1996.

Group Insurance Portability
The pre-existing conditions limitations period for conditions treated or diagnosed in the 6 months before enrollment
would be limited to 12 months for new enrollees and 18 months for late enrollees. Employees or dependents who
declined coverage initially because they were covered under another group plan that they have since lost would not
be considered late enrollees. The pre-existing conditions limitation may not be applied to newborns or adopted
children, or pregnancies.

Credit must be given for time served under prior health plans including short term medical plans as long as there
is no more than a 63 day gap in coverage prior to the new effective date. Employers could still impose a waiting
period before coverage begins, but employees would be considered continuously covered during the waiting period.

Individual Portability requires carriers who offer individual coverage to guarantee issue their two most popular
products to an individual who has had 18 months of prior coverage and who has exhausted federal and state
continuation options.

~ POJta&.efor IhM newsletter ba» been partiaLLy underwritten by the folLowing pharmacies: ~
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