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TRAVELING WITH MATT MATHRANI

Texas

Houston e Dallas e Austin ® San Antonio

ig associates well with Texas,

be it giant margaritas, swash-

buckling alligator boots, ten-
gallon cowboy hats, huge entertain-
ment venues, or simply the size of the
Lone Star State itself. The number of
gay people here is no mean statistic
either, Texas pockets
three of the 10 largest cit-
ies in the union (Houston,
Dallas, and San Antonio),
and the close relation be-
tween sprawling urban ar-
cas and spawning gay
communities needs little
corroboration.

Houston

Houston supports a
large, variegated gay com-
munity concentrated in
the megalopolis’s Mon-
trose area.

Bars, clubs, and more

JR’s Bar and Grill
(804 Pacific) and Santa
Fe Bar and Patio (308
Pacific) boast dual atmo-
spheres in one big facility.
These supremely party
bars tout the latest in vid-
eos music, karaoke, and colon-bruis-
ing strippers. Montrose Mining
Company (805 Pacific), across the
street, is for cowboys, leathermen,
and their friends. The tropical patio
with a full service bar is the life of the
party. And watch out for South Beach
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(810 Pacific Street) a high-tech, state
of the art dance club with a South
Beach flair, slated to open this sum-
mer.

It’s avowedly a Levi-and-leather
club, but Pacific Street (710 Pacific
Street) has attractions in store for ev-
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A big ”hbwdy" from Justin at Round Up, Dallas

eryone, every night— starting with the
caged strippers! Drinks are the cheap-
est around, and the laser show can be
best described as groovy. An outdoor
patio is a plus, as is the resounding
bass music. :
There’s nothing fancy about EJ’s

THE GUIDE / www .guidemag.com

(2715 Ralph Street, at Westheimer),
but the place fills up with almost ev-
ery pretty face in town, lending it a
local endorsement. The twice-weekly
strip shows, drink specials, slot ma-
chines, pool, outdoor patio, friendly
bartenders, and plenty of free parking
explain the bar’s contin-
ued popularity. On
weekends, EJ’s dance
floor gets rowdy.

Step in at Mary’s
(1022 Westheimer), a
seemingly cozy watering
hole from the outside,
and you’ll discover a
surprisingly large bar in-
cluding a large patio and
outdoors in the rear.
Now in its 30th year— a
party’s earmarked on
May 29th— it is the old-
est gay bar in Houston
and home to Sundance
Cattle Company, Lanc-
ers MC (Houston),
Wolfpack, Texas Leath-
er and Lace, plus Texas
Renegades. Open 7am
through 2am, happy
hour runs from 7am to
9pm Monday through
Friday, with varying dai-
ly specials. At their Sunday Brunch
from 10am to 2pm, avail of made to
order omelets with hash browns, fruit,
and more, not to mention $1 mimosas.

The Ripcord (715 Fairview) is
dark and mysterious, and caters to
leather, Levi, and uniform aficiona-
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At Crossroads

At Club Houston
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